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01*  TEEidUMBOM 


It  is  ntlier  nagiilar  tkat  S  FmiQl|>h0dd 
harlB  been  so  gileiit  on  tke  life  and  oonSlael 
of  their  first  novelist  They  have  niHhin^«  ^ 
in  their  language  comparable  to  Gfl  Bias: 
but  the  memory  of  the  author  has  been  oon-* 
signed  to  a  very  few  scanty  notieesi  and,  at^ 
this  distance  from  the  penod  of  his  death, 
litde  more  can  be  recoveied  of  one  of  the 
mM  hnmoreuS)  and,  at  die  same  time,  most 
easy,  natnral^  and  unaffected  wiilers* 

ALAIN  RENE  LE  SAGE  was  born,  ac- 
cording to  on^  of  his  biographers,  in  1677| 


•  BfEMOIRS  OF  THE  AUTHOR. 

at  ituysi  in  Britanny;  or,  according  to  an- 
'  other,  in  1668,  at  Vannes.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five  he  came  to  Paris,  with  a  view 
£p  stady  philosophy.  His  talents,  althouglf/, 
\hey  did  not  display  themselves  very  early, 
proved  to  be  equally  brilliant  and  solid.  He 
made  himself  fii'st  lihown'  by  a  paraphrastic 
translation  of  the  Letters  of  Aristenetus, 
which  he  published  in  two  small  Volumes. 
He  then  travelled  jpltroMgh  Spain,*  and  applied 
to  the  study  oLthe  /Sw|giish  language,  cus- 
toms; and  writers^mi-  whom  he  adopted 
plot8  and  Skbra^  ?ncP*transfused  them  into 
his  native  t^o^il^^pvith  great  facility  and  sucr 
ddto*h  (lis:  wolrks  iof  this  kind  .aie, ! 'Gbusnma 
de  Al£Bffache ;  the  Bacbebr  of  Salamimca ; 
jGril  Bias ;  New  Adventures  of  Don  Quixote,^ 
"  originaUy  written  by  Avellaneda ;  ilfe'  Devil 


oa  Two  Sticks ;.  and  some  others^  oy  less  note. 
(M  the  Devil  on  Two  Sticks,  we  are  told  diat^ 
the  first  editioD  had  ainaeing  success,  and 
the  aec(Nid'  sold  with  still  greater  rapidity. 
TwA  noUeoMi  coining  to  the  bookseller's, 
found  only  one  sfaigle  copy  remaining,  which' 
each  was  for  purchasing;  and  the  dispute 
grew  so  warm,  that  they  were  going  to  decide 
it  by  the  sword,  had  npt  the  bookseller  in 
terposed. 


i«atic:  pieces,  qf  whicb  CricipU),  suu)  Tvi^iet, 
bath  ^pedi?9s  >  weiie  the  mQ9t  suoqeanful* 
and  allowed  to  fall  y^ry  little  short  of  the 
genius  of  Moliere.  Turcareti  which  was  first 
pbiyed.iA  1709^i  hjas  beeft  praised  by  .the 
Fienflb  ^itipS)  as  comfureh^nding  a  diadogua 
JMSt  and  naturalf  characters:  dra^ya  with  pa* 
cidtajr  fidelity,  ;and  a  wellncepftduetel  plot. 
He  compq^d  also  many  pif^^  for  the  copajc. 
qpiexaf:  which,  if.  someiwhat  deficient  .p  in-'* 
rentioDy  were  in  generaj  sprightly^  apd  eii^ 
riched  with  borrowed  fancies  very  happily 
adapted  to  the  genijus  i4  fh^  Freoph  thesitpe. 

'  When  a  feyo^rite  witii  the  town,.  I^  ap- 
peals to  hay^  presuiped  a  lictle  pn  that  chr- 
oMmftaoji^e.  .  It.  w^s  his  cwtom;  to  je^d  his» 
play^  in  c^tain  faahiwable  circles,  befora^ 
tbeywj^re  psublicly  represented*  On  one  of 
those .  occasions,  when  engaged  to  read  m 
pil^ca  at.  the  duchesip  ^e  Bouillon's,  an  upex* 
p^cjte^  ai$aW'  detained ,  bipi  uptil  a  consider* 
ajble.  time  after  the  appointed  hoar.  Tba 
clWrhepu^,  an  his  entrance,  began  Ip  r^oack 
him,  but  with  pleasaiitry^  for  his  ha^i^iof 
made  the  company  lose  two  hours  in  waiting 
i^.fiim.  >^  If  I  haye  made  them  loae  tbem,'' 
safd  Lc  Sage,  ^^  nothing. 1C90  be  moie.ea^. 


r        tfCM  oms  OP  thb  aothob. 

dmn  to  recover  them.  I  will  not  reid  mj 
pfoj;^^  and  immediatelj  took  his  leave:  nor 
o6uld  any  inritation  induce  him  to  Tialt  tho 
duchess  a  second  time* 

He  had  several  childreui  the  eldest  of 
whom  was  long  a  distinguished  actor  on  the 
French  stage,  under  the  name  of  Montmenil ; 
aild,  amidst  all  the  temptations  of  a  theatri- 
cMA  life,  was  a  man  of  irreproachable  charac- 
ter. He  died  suddenly  while  partaking  of 
iie  pleasures  of  the  chase,  Sept  8,  1743. 

His  death  was  a  loss  to  the  publici  and 
particularly  to  his  father,  who  was  now 
grown  old,  and  had  been  poorly  rewarded 
by  the  age  which  he  contributed  so  often  to 
entertain.  He  was  likewise  at  this  time 
fety  deaf,  and  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
aiii  ear^trampet,  which  he  used  in  a  manner 
tliat  bespoke  the  old  humourist.  It  was  his 
pmctice  to  take  it  out  of  his  pocket  when  he 
had  reason  to  think  that  his  company  was 
imposed  of  men  of  genius;  but  he  very 
gravely  repbeed  it,  when  he  found  that  they 
were  ctf  an  inferior  stamp. 

This  infirthity,  however,  defpriving  him 
of  the  'most  rational  pleasures  of  society,  he 
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I 

left  Paik  for  Boologne-siuMnor,  m  the  cft^ 
,  ikedral  of  which  one  of  his  sons  hdd  a  ca-^ 

Bonry :  and  although  of  aa  advauiced  age,  Le 
Sage  left  the  metropolis  of  taste,  literatiuey 
and  gaiety,  Moth  considerable  regret  Ha 
did  not  enjoy  his  letirentent  long,  being  eut 
off  by  a  severe  illness,  Nor.  17,  1747,  m 
\  his  eightieth  yean    He  was  interred  at  Bour 

logne,  with  the  following  epita{& : 

*  f 

9ouB  €0  tombeaui^it  Le  SagOi  abttta 
Par  le  dseau  de  la  Parque  importuiie: 
S'il  ne  fut  pas  ami  de  la  Fortune^ 
n  fat  toujoun  ami  de  la  Yertn. 

His  character  is  said  to  have  been  truly 
amiable,  and  his  conduct  strictly  moral  and 
correct,  free  from  ambition,  imd  one  who 
cenrted  fortune  no  forther  than  was  neoessacjr 
to  enjoy  the  pleasures  and  qniet  of  a  litesaty 
life. 
I  Of  all  his  works,  that  now  presented  to 

the  reader  is  by  for  the  most  popular,  and 
deserredly  ranks  very  high  among  the  pro* 
ductions  of  historical  fancy  It  has  been,  we 
beHeve,  translated  into  erery  European  bar 
guage,  and  received  in  all  nations  as  a  fiuth* 
fbl  portrait  of  human  nature.  Few  booki 
hkfi  been  so  frequently  cfuofad,  as  affaidiaf 
happy  illustrations  of  general  maaneni  a«d 

A  £  Vol.  L 


10         MSMoms  or  the  authom. 


of  the  common  caprices  and  infirmities  in* 
cideiit  to  man. '  "  Le  Sage,"  says  Dr.  Moore, 
«*  proves  himself  to  have  been  intimately  ao- 
^ttinted  with  human  nature*''  And  as  the 
moral  tendency  df  the  character  of  Gil  Bias 
has  been  sometime^  qoestioned,  the  same 
author  very  propedy  ^marks,  that  he  never 
iniended  that  character  a^  a  model  of  imitar 
tion.  His  ol^t  seems  tp  have  been  to  ex*i 
hibit  men  as  they  are,  n^  as  they  ought  to 
be*  For  this  purpose  he  chooses  a  youth  of 
no  extraordinary  talents,  and  without  steady 
principles,  open  to  be  duped  by  knavery,  and 
perverted  by  example.  He  sends  him  like  a 
spaniel^  through  the  open  fields,  the  coverts, 
the  giddy  heights,  and  latent  tracts  of  life, 
Co  raise '  tlie  game  at  which  he  wishes  to 
shoot ;  and  few  moral  huntsmen  ever  afford- 
ad  moiie' entertaining  sport* 

The  popqlarity  of  this  novel,  which  equals 
that  of  almost  any  of  our  own  most  favouri)^ 
productions,  may  afibrd  a  lesson  to  the  writers 
of  fiction,  who  are  ambitious  that  their 
works  si^uld  iive.  Had  Le  Sage. drawn  those 
efxiaravagant  and  distorted  charactarjs  which 
are  so  common  in  the  novels  {Hiblished  with- 
jtf  the  last  twenty  yeaits,  he  could  not  have 
i^itfected  that  they  would  outlive  the  novelty 
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of  a  first  perusal :  but  depictiDg  nature,  and 
nature  onlj,  as  he  found  her  in  men  of  all 
ranks  and  stations,  he  knew  thatjdiU  would 
please  now  would  please  ^pMvWrV^*  t]||t 
'  be  was  speaking  a  laitw^V^AV^ld  be 
understood  in  every  smt *j^^gglobe.  The 
anifices  of  refined  ^Wpwl^  polbhed  society 


may  have  intioduce7AanGtioiis  and  disguises 

I  aiLfl&wve 
men  ;  but  origin^poanners  and  caprices,  such 


which  give  an  aiLflinBvelty  to  the  acuons  of 


as  Le  Sage  has  described,  will  perhaps  at  all 
times  be  acknowledged  to  be  just,  natural, 
and  faithful,  whether  we  apply  the  test  of 
self-examination,'  or  have  recourse  to  the 
more  easy  practice  of  remarking  the  conduct 
of  those  with  whom  we  associate. 
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As  there  are  some  peopJ^.jR^^^i^iip^rfiyu  ' 
without  making  applications  of  the  vicious 
and  ludicrous  characters  they  meet  with  in 
works  of  this  kind,  I  declare  to  these  mis- 
chievous readers,  that  thej  will  be  to  blame, 
if  they  apply  any  of  the  pictures  drawn  in 
this  book.  I  publicly  own  that  my  purpose 
is  to  represent  life  as  we  find  it:  but  God 
forbid  that  I  should  undertake  to  delineate 
any  man  in  particular !  Let  no  reader,  there* 
fore,  assume  to  himself  that  which  properly 
belongs  to  others,  lest,  as  Phsedrus  observes, 
he  make  an  unlucky  discovery  of  nis  own 
character.  SluUe  nudabit  anim  conscien 
tiam.    There  are  physicians  in  Castile,  aa 


'^ 


M  AUTHOR  8  DECLARkWm 

well  as  in  France,  whose  piactioe  oonsisti 
in  eiracuating  their  patients  a  little  too  much ; 
and  the  same  vices  and  peculiarities  of  dis- 
position are  to  be  seen  every  where.  I  con« 
fess  that  I  have  not  always  exactly  observed 
the  manners  of  the  Spaniards  i  and  those 
idio  arQ  acquainted  with  the  di^ord^rly  lives 
of  the  players  ai  Madrid  may  rieproach  ma 
with  having  described  their  irregularities  with 
too  much  tenderness:  but  I  thought  it  vras 
necessary  to  soften  them  a  little,  that  they 
might  be  the  moire  conformable  to  the  mannen 
tH  Ottf  dwnt  ciGfunttry* 
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OIL  BLA8 

TO  TMEREdlXKM. 

CrlTniiE  i^a^er^  before  thou  hearect 
ilftpry  of  I9J  life,  gire  me  l^i^ve  to  «iit«rUwi. 
(bee  with  a  ybprt  story. 

Two  pcholjuni  ^n  their  way  from  Peonafidl 
to  Salamaaca,  .bein^  thirsty  ^nd  fatigued}  ^% 
down  by  a  spring  they  met  with  on  the  roa4 
There,  while  they  rested  themselves,  afte 
haying  quenched  dieir  thirst,  they  perceived^ 
by  accidpnt,  upon  a  stope  that  was  evep  with 
die  surface  of  the  earth,  some  letters,  aliieady 
hiilf  eQaced  by  timc^  and  the  feet  of  flockf 
^at  icanie  to  wi^er  at  ^e  fountain :  k^rvii^ 


V  ■:, 


»\^     em  blX.8  to  jhe  reader. 

washed  jf,  they  read  these  .words  in  the  Cas- 
tilian  tongue : — Aqui  estd'encerranda  el  alma 
del  LiaMfaado  Pedjco  Garcias.  ^'  Here  is  in- 
terred ^^||pl*'ci"f  the  Licentiate  Peter  Gar- 
cias," The  youngetifjillthe  two  students  be- 
ing a  pert  coxcMxib}  M  ^<VP^  read  this  in- 
scription, than  he  cried  W4th  a  loud  laugh, 
"  A  good  joke  i'faith  !  Here  is  interred  the 
soul—a  soul'4tiUWe'i^A-^Wi)o  \\vb  devil  could 
be  the  author  of  such  a  wise  epitaph !"  So 
saying,  he  got  up^^iBck  went -away ;  while  his 
companion,  who  was  blessed  with  a  greater 


his  comrade  \^s  no  sooner  oiit  of  signt,  than 
he  began  to  dig  ^th  his,  knife  a^l  ^roundxhe 
^tone  ;  and  suc'cee^eci  so  welfp  that  he  .got  it 
op,  and  found  beneath  ii'a'leatnern'purse, 
containing,  a  huuHred  dacats,  and  a  card,  oa 
which  was  wntlen  the  u)lu)\vnig  sentence  in 
Latm:  "Whosoever  thou  art  who  past  wi^ 

enough  to  discover  the  mcapmg  of  the  in- 

V'...  .1  '  .'..'',-  **:■•  '  .i  •  '  •  i  i^  -iM  :..,  ■  ".: 
scription,    inherit  piy  money,  .and   make  a 

better  use  of    it  than  i   nave  done."     Ih^ 

scholar,  rejoicing  at  his  good  fortune,  placed 

the  stone  in  its  former  situation,  and  walked 

home  to   Salamanca  with   the  soul  of  the 

licentiate. 


9U.  SCAB  TO  THE  MmA^         ]  M 

«  .  •  »       • 

0/  what  oomplexioii  soerer  thoo  aiyeit 
\  be,  firiendlj  readery-thoa  wilt  certainlj  m- 

•emble  one  of  thoee  two  scholars :  for  if  thou 
^  pemsest  my  adventures,  without  perceiTing 

the  moral  instructioiis  they  contaiui  thouwik 
reap  no  harvest  from  th j  labour :  but  if  thou 
readest  with  attentioui  thou  wilt  find  in  them, 
according  to  the  precept  of  Horace,  profit 
mingled  with  pteasnra.  - 
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OHAPTER  ./^t  ' 

MTfttber.BlusrS 

iM  RtiM  Many  ytt»  TotJ 

tsommAy,  min>4  to  '^ 

kt4n,  w&ew  be  efaoM  a  j; 

vMifln,  friM,  RtoBgn  b 

tae  )Mo  tbe  world  tea  mont^^fier  li 

Vhty  aAenrards  Ktnoved  to  Oviedo,   when-mj 

toetW'  beiuuM  r  iraitiag-WMmn,  pkl  my  father 

«qiiln  *  to  •  lady  I  and  u  ttwy  btd  Dothng  bM 

*  Squire,  orgctoBeonit-alier,  in  Spulift  EtcnAnw^ 
%  ■  penoD  tb«t  iraiti  -on  ■  lady,  FonMi^,  daemyti 
t<Miu«tA«ti  wen  utHlHiMd  by  the  bebiligr  Ar  llii^ 
porpote.  They  took  their  appellation  rcaaitbote  •»• 
erfiHt  i^rai  VlMBe  pfim  wm  t«  cawy  the  ihieU  (in 
«|Mini  called  EawW)  of  theic.qMMr. 

J(  v«i_  I.  •*  . 
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tbeir  wagei  to  depen*)  upon,  I  should  have  run  the 
hKT.ard  of  beine;  very  poorly  educated,  had  it  not 
been  toy  good  fortune  to  ibave  a  canoD  for  my  an- 
cle, whose  name  was  Gil  Perei :  he  wai  my  mother*! 
eldest  brother,  9i|^f  n'^/gpi-f^*^)  *  l<ttlc 
man,  three  feet  and  an  hall  nig'fi,  exceitive  Imt, 
with  bis  head  lunk  between  fait  ihoulden ;  otbcf- 
wise  an  honest  priest,  whose  chief  care  wai  to  live 
wellu^BtkU)  make  cood  cheer;  and  bis  liviDS, 
^SkXk^J^i^sJ,^.  ftitiiiJhed/hiii:  WitfciA 
meanf.  ■  •     '.  ,' '  VT** 

t^arriM  meliome  to  his  honie  whilc-ftnlHAj^^' 
^charge  of  my-educatH>»}  andl  app^wcd'so 
tly^  that  lie  re«oI«e4^,v>, cultivate  tnj^  miint. 
)us,vitw  he  bbuglitfor  n^e  an  honiTbook,  and 
undertook  (himself  to  -karn  -me  to  read ;  a  task  no 
less  useful  to  him  than  to  me  :  for,  in  teaching  me 
"  ■  *  '  il  ncoui'^i'  in  liis  reading,  which 
-i^lecU'd  too  much  :  and,  by  dint 
'  '  '  '  iisfir  in  read  his  breviary 
iHlillrailon  he  bad  luver 
-lUl.ciAaUtlwiM^- 
lueiii  tl|el#tbf9i|8»f 
■  becii  BO  muft^  wwwff 
01'  Uil  F)er«Ki  he.  M 
|id  llie  indiH^ats  of  ,tjbjU 
lai^Liu^t:',  and  vms^crhaps,  (bat  Uiili  I  iff,  u^ 
Touch  for  a  oMuuty)  the  niQsli  illiterate  ctintH(  fi 
tW  whvie  chapter.--4  have  be«n  .told,  ipdeed,  tt(# 
kS'lfMl  Dot  obMfined  bU  benefice  fay  Us  .fmc^ioH^ 
but  owed  it  entirely  to  the  grauiude  of  some  pious 
WiBl,  &it  whom  hti  l^  stO^d  tbe  jiart  of  ^  xttlous 
iCMWiiiksuHier,,  and  by  wtiosA  influence  the  ctfdef  ^ 
piQeitilood  bad  btjcn  COnlcmd  upon  hii»  withoiil 
«iammilti«n. ' 

'  U«  was  dierelbre  efotiged  to -subject  mm  tothe 
birch  of  a  schodl-maeter,  aftd  a««ordtilgly  seat  i|« 
to  ilie  house  of  doctor  GodtDec,  who  was  reck<Hied 
ilw  most  expert  flogger  in  Oviedo.  I  improved  so 
well  under  Lis  instructions,  thai  in  five  or  six  yeart 


1  viii(!erstbod"i  little. p reek,  *w^s  a  j^etty  * goodj 
Latiii  sihokV  ;'  and  app'lyibg'niySelf  ^ko  to  logic  * 
began  to  argue  apace :  I  was  so  mnbW iifi  love'wittl 
dispute,  that  I  stopped  passengers,  known,  or  un- 
known, and  proposed  arguments  to  tliem;  and 
sometimes  meeting  wuE  HiVefnian  geniuses,  who 
were  very  glad  of  the  occasipn,  it  was  a  good  jest 
to  see  us  dispute;  Iw^c^r  ^xXraYagant  gestures, 
grimace,  contorti'di^s,  6ut  eyes  nill  qf  .fury,  and  our 
mouths  full  of  foam,  one  would  have  taken  us  for 
l^edlan^tes  ^at^er  tha^  phil9Sophers.  , . 

'  *By  these  means,  h'owqier,' I ,acquire^  tii^'Ve^ptftase 
lion  of  a  gi'eat  scholar  in  toi^n ;  a  circtiinstai^ce  tl/at 
p1ea$ed  my  uiiclc;  extremely,  as  he  foresaw  thai  t 
should  not  be  much  Jonger  an  expence  to  him.— 
•*Harkee,  (Jil  Bias  (said  he  to  me  one'day,)'thbAj 
art  fio  longer  a  child,  and  it  is  high  tanijsTor  a  brisk 
lad  of  seventeen,  like  thee,  to  push%lhy  fortune  in 
(he  world  :  I  am'determined  to  §end  tl^e  to  Siala-' 
mauc^a,  where,  with  such  genius  andlearniug^.tbdti 
catist  not  fail  of  obtaining  some  go6d  po^  t  tbotf 
shall  have  some  ducats  in  tfiy  pocket  to  bear  thy 
expences'on  the  road  ;  jyid  I  will  give  thte  mV  owii 
mule,  which  thou  mayest  sell  at  Salajuanca  for  Icn 
or  twelve  pistoles,  aiid  IiVe  upon  tfi?  6ioiiey  until 
(hoii  slialt  be  settled'  lo  tlvy  sJatisfaCtion.**' '   *   . 

tid  could  not  have .  proposed.'  any  (hiiig  mori 
agreeable  to  me,  for  I  passionately  lOtigcd  to  see 
the  world:  nevertheless,  I  had' discvc'lioii  eiiotigli 
to  conceal  my  jby  ;  and  when  the  tiilie.bf  iny  dfe- 

fjartune  arrived,  affecting  the  most  lively  sof row  at 
eaving  an  uncle,  to  whom  I  owed  so  munv  obp^a- 
libus,  die  honest  liian  was  nft^lted,  ai]d '  gayd  nij^ 
more,  money  than  'he  wouWhave  don^  coiild  fre 
have  seen  to  the  .bottom  of  my  heart.— Belfor^  I  sit 
,  out  I  went  to  take  leave  (^.  my  father  auJ  .liotWj 
'lyhg  enriched  me  with  advice^  eihorjell  me  to  prky 
to  God  for  my  uncle,  to  liv^e  inoffensively, 'to  fei- 
cnew  evil,  and  by  all  means  tb 'refrain  fjom'steal- 
ing.— After  (heyhad  heWTdrth  k  good  while,  they 
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made  me' a  present  of  tbeir  blessing,  wbicb  was  all 
I  expected  from  them  ^  and  I»  moQaUog  my  mole, 
Ifad  adieu  to  Oviedo. 


'  If    II.  „ 


CBAPTER  a 


Bc90i.|:(  me  Aen  ia  the  5D|>en  fieldi  ctear  of 
pvi^o,  op  the  road  to  Pennaflor,  master  of  mjr 
<|oodttct|  of  a  soiry  mule,,  and  forty  ffood  ducats, 
exclusive  of  some  royals  which  I  had  stdlen  firom 
9iy  much '  honoured  uncle. — ^The  first  thing  I  did 
was  to  let  my  beast  go  at  discretion,  that  is,  yery 
^entlv;  and  throwing  the  bridle  on  her  neck,  I 
emptied  my^  purse  hito  my  hat,  and  amused  myself 
\n  GouqtiA^  my  mbney :  my  joy  was  excessive ;  and  . 
as  I  had  never  seen  so  much  cash  before,  (  handk^- 
and  gated  at  it  with  insadable  deligbt. — I  had' 
reckoned  it,  perhaps,  twenty  times  over,  when,  al^ 
pf  a  sudden,  my  mule  raishiff  her  head,,  and  prick- 
ing up  her  eats,  stopped  in  the  middle  ajf  the  highr 
way.  Imagining  sne«was  l^ightened  at  Something. 
I  looked  about  to  ^ee  what  was  the  matter,  and 
perceived  uj^n  the  ground  un  old  hat,  tiSrued  up, 
with  a  rosary  of  ^reat  beads  in  it ;  at  the  same 
time  heard  a  lamentable  voice  pronoundb  these 
words ;  "  Mr,  Traveller,  for  Go'd^  sake,  hwe  pity 
on  a  poor  maimed  soldier ;  drop,  if  you  pifase,  a 
few  bits  into  the  hat,»and  you  sbaH  be  rewa^^ed  in 
heaven." — I  turned  my  eyes  immediately  on  the 
side  from  when^  the  voice' issued,  and  saw,  at  lAie 
root  of  a  busb,  about  twenty  or  diirty  paces  from 
me,  a  kind,  of  jjoldier,  Who  upon  two.  cross  s(icks)i* 
support^  the  barrel  of  a  carbine,  in  my  apprehen- 
sion longer  thhn  a  pike,  with  which  he  seemed  to 
take  aim  at  me :  at  this  apparitioW  which  made  me 


•> 


• 
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tpukt  tot  the  ctmrch'k  money,  t  itopt  (Iwft,  M^^ 
pockftin^  my  docats  in  «  grnt  hvrry,  took  dUt 
•ome  rials,  approactring  itw  liat,  that  was  txpoanA 
fer  the  recepiioD  of  niorted  charity,  and  dh>[jpe4 
Ibem  into  it,  one  aAer  eiiotller,  (hat  the  beggsf 
might  see  how  nobly  I  uiw|  him. — He  was  satisfiM 
with  my  bounty,  !*"d'iUKn)»e  a  benediction  for 
every  kick  tlfat  jtlCfiMn^i'^"  *^  ^'''^^  '^^  '"S 
mule,  in  order  ^^WOBbb!^' his  rfnch;  but  the 
plaguy  beast,  ratSR^fff^i^jin p alienee,  moved 
not  n  step  the  fasTA-,*^B|fiii^kIaKthe  power  of  gal- 
loping, by  a  long^SijLwf  cA^ng  my  uncle  at  hia 
own  leisure. 


Anfl  f|» Deuijy  ta  relate  his  own.  alTaJr*,  wiUuMii  b«| 

mg  it^bedi  ii^  to  pry  into  those,  of  aDuilier,  tolU  wi 

llMt  bit.  name  w^  Aa^rew  Corquelu;  tb»t  lw;lwif 

ffrved;  mapy^'cars  iii  die  kiug's  army, 

pf.  a  Serjeant ;  rbA  hail^julili'tl  tlif  ~i'iv 

^pnthK  ajo,  to  iii:iri^,jil<i,iyiiil  ■-r'U^i- 

iOloqgli  she  "as  it 

JIQw  tu  lurii  the  ucij 

Bl^vigs,   which    I   cm}.. 

Jnaring  of,  but  ari2j^lt^\1[ 

Jk  tbounUt  h«  haityiVi" ' 

■desceiision  from  :nc';'4| 

i  came,  wliiiher  I 

W»  obligeJ  to  wifcl.^. 

b«:  ^ccoiupaiiicrj  .^1 

WlT, '.aijil  begr:r''^ 

s«cb*tt'*l»s[]ecifitl  .  _^,^ 

"-  a  long  t'^'-^**'^-  *■■- 


night  befiiU 
~uiBiiy  dismal 
.be  would  tiev 
^lowever,  lell 
iiiiy  mule,  he 
jotkcy  who  v 
•oblige  me  in , 
in  quest  of 

^it       _; 

whom  he  11' 
'iug  hoDesW 
I  where  inj^. 

Easeed  beAr'Ae  jock  _ 
ead  In  m^)  '^id  did  ua| 
.advamAfMiSp'  of  her.     V 


AltV*fiKttJirKS  ^  t$IL  BIAS.  '  ti 

.tviW' said' ill  tier  pmite;  but,  howeter,  kafl  h^been 

Ihe  |»opc^  tnu^  he  wolrtd  hftv^  found  some'  dkUti 

'Ml  ber.    He  asiiired  me,  tfaat  sbe  bad  all  the  faidU 

«mttle  oould  have;  aM,  to  contiAce  trie  of  his  i4- 

-ntity^  aippealed  to  tbe  landlord,  who,  doubtle^, 

had  m  reasons  for  sHpportiifg'his  friend's  ass^^- 

tiMg.-^^  WeH  (sak^  ttm  dealer  wMi  an  air  of  in- 

^ditArttite)  hoM\mtAjiiloney  do  fon  expect  for  this 

.wreashed  mift^BT  After  tbe  eulomiin  he  baid 

•  bmoared  oijb^nd  fik%  attestatioti  of  Signor  Cot- 

'cnelOi  whoi/fft^ihftd  to  be  a  man  of  bonesfy  *rid 

uhderstttiidiDg'^  1  would'' hare  given  my.ifiTile  for 

nolfaiiig;  and  therefore 'told  him  I^YV|Md  rely  on 

hWbili^rlty ;  bidding  bim  appraise  i^e  beast  in  Ms 

dpto 


^     kf      -o^nji  conscience,  and  1  -wonla  ^%pa|  to  the  ^alua- 

^  ^y  fit  uon,-    Upon  ^is  he  assumed  the  man  of  bonptit', 

4f\    And  veplied,  that  hi  engaging  his  oonscietic^  I  took 

^'*  bun  On  the  weab  side :  in  godd  sootb,  that  did  nAt 

'  ^  g  ieesn  to  b^  bis  strong  sid^f :  for  instead  of  vahitftg 

*^  her  at  ten  or  twelve  pistoles,  as  my  uncte  bad  done, 

^T     hit  fixed  th^  price  at  thre«  ducats,  which  I  accepted 

^/  .        with  as  macb  jo^as  if  I  had  made  ah  excefletit 

'  /^        ^MUrgain.  '''-.''    ^     •      ■  ' 

'     Mter  hafVing  so  advantageously  ^posed  of*  Mr 

^ttle,  tbe  landlord  condnci^  me  to  af  darrter,  Hi^m> 

was  to'  set  out  tbe  next  day  for  Astoi-gaJ-^^^s 

mnleteer  let  me  know,  that  he  wonld  depart  ikfyfe 

Aij^breal^,  and  promised  to  wake  me  in  tikne;  after 

we  bad  agreed  upon  the  price,  as  wdl  for  the  hire 

ioF  a  male  as  for  my  board  on  the  road ;  and  when 

'e^Hnj  thing  was  setded  between  us,  I  retnrned  Ho 

'fiMfum  with  Corcitelo,  who,  by  \he  way,  begafo  to 

i«Coiint  ibe  carrier's  btstofy ;  be  told  mfe'fev^iy  cKf- 

<OMisiauee  of  his  cboractil^  lit  town»  Md,  %!  fbbi\ 

was  going  to  sttfprfy  ine  again  with  bH  ihtbk^able 

4o(|fiackyi  wbeti,  luckily  for  m^,  a  miurbf  a  pt'etty 

*     ^good  appeahnace  prevented  my  misfortonef,  by  ad- 

iMKdttg  bim  with  great  dvility.*— I  left  thefm  tdgi^ 

'mdker,  and  ntnt  on,'tHfiibtit  s(is|)iM:ting  that  I  had 

«e<leM€Moarfliii^MirtMv^f^li6xil        -^     -  * 


W»m  I  arriy^  ai  the  iiml  oi^)ed'fl>^ 

^9M>  U  bekig a opeager dajr,  wasF^iil  lo  |M up'wMi 

'flEff^y  w^:ii  while  they  got  fciidy,  I  Madeufi  Ip 

Vff  l&i|41^d}^f  whom  1  htd  <Pot  Aeeu  befoitf^  »Ik 

-ippearad  haip4soine  tooagbs  aimj  initial  m  uinf  bf- 

ly  and  gi^i  that  I  should  hftve  >cenclttded  (nivbti  if 

.^r  hntba^id  ks4  «ot  tol^jpi|nio)  ribat  her  hamc 

,  W«.pr«Uy  ^ell  {^e)i]i|e»tad!h7|Hbea  the!  ^mlH  1 1M 

:  jbtf  poke  w«;s  r^ady,  I.  wt  d^iiii  WN>^  b^  tfiyiflf  j 

fg4  bad  w^  y^:  svaJtm^thfTflM^ 

it^  .liuifllord.  came. 414,-  fiHlQ«Q||^8n9bi»  taaa  mho 

wore  f  laiMg^vvordi  and  Beemed  to  be  about  lUfty 


years; of  age,\d|aiice€l  towar^ii  m0  wifb  a«.fiagdr 
^ir,  wiyiiigj^f 
fre  that  Sigpor 


^ir,  9ayiiig,^wStudeat,  f  ^  inTQrniei  tba^Mfi     i^     ^ 
fre  that  Sigporfuil  Bias  of  Satitinipe>  wlib  i* Ae  C J^  ^ 
t^  ;of  pbUosophy,  and  oraan^nt  of  Oviedpl!  Is  .^^^   3* 
it  possible  that  you  are  niat  inftrof  of  learptilg,^ 
that  sublime  geoius,  whose  jrepiitatioa  is  so  #^t%  v      ^  H|^ 
in  fhis  cooatry  f-— You  know  not  (oontioued  .h#,  Cj      "   ^ 
addressJifg, himself  to  the  inp<kee|ier  aad  bislvifi))  ^P%r  j 
yaa  kaow  o/at  what  ypo  jM^sesfi!  You  batfa.A     >;  >^ 
treasure  in  your  house!   Behold,  in  this  yoiii%       "(• 
4Bf nfl/efofm,  the  eighth  wonder  of  the  wfo^U  I"  Then 
laiaiing  Uxjfie,  and  tfarowipg  his  armi  abo.nt  mf 
nevkf.  * '  Forgvi^e  {cried  ha)  my  trtn^pprts  1  I  ^ancMlt 
coplain  the  jpy  th^t  your  presencf  cresii^s  t"  • 

I  could  ndt  answer  for  some  time^  because  iie 

loiqked  me  so  close  in  his  arm^,  that  I  was;  ahnoat 

SM^qated  for  want  of  breath ;  and  it  was  n#c  /tilLI 

.(lad  diBeogaged  nw  bead  from  his  embrae^i  thai  J 

.  mf^i  **  Sig^or  Cavalieri  I  did  notthiakmy  iiMr 

fras.J(nfiwin  at  PennfaflvJ'-r— •*  Bow !  ktaqw*  (ni- 

fmped  ^  in  .)iis  former  s^iw).  W9  ik^  a 

'of  ali  the  celie\^rated  names  within  iwen^ 

of  ^  ;-Ty6u,  in  particular,  ap^  looked  upon  asr  % 

prodigy,  and  I  don't  at  aD  do«b$  jiihal  Spai4  will 

one  day  be  ^  proud  of  joei  as  Q^^^c^  was  of  her 

.fi^ep  sages.**  These  wpi«h| .w{«i^  (q^^eA  by  a  tnA 

bug,  which  I  FM  ^Q£mf 4  Ui  endimil^sll it m 
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ruk  of  straDgu1>tion>  With  the  little  experience  I 
bad,  I  ooghl  not  to  have  been  the  dupe  of  hi>  pror 
feuions  find  hyperbolical  compliments :  I  ongfat  to 
have  known,  by  hii  extravagant  flattery,  that  he 
was  one  of  those  parasites  which  abound  in  every 
town,  and  who,  wlien  a  stranger  arrives,  introduce 
iliemselveis  *Ui^iin,'  in  order  to  fill  their  bellies  at 
his  expeiicer:  .Hut  'my  yotjth  and  vanity  made  me 
'udge  quite  odiRwiw :  my  admirer  appeared  to  me 
>o  mucit  oCfi  genllfman,  tliat  1  invited  him  to  lake 
B\hare  ormy  simper.  *  "^h!  with  all  my  soul 
(criMlie)  I  am  too'mucit  obliged  to  my  kind  start 
for  liaVing  thrown  me  in  tlie  way  of  thf  illustrion* 
Gil  Bl^,  not  to  f  njoy  my  gooa  fortune  as  long  ai 
I  can  !  I  have  na-^^appetite' (pursued  be)  but  I 
■^^^j  jfit  Vowif-'^^^I^rr  you  company,  and  eat  ft 
.  '-^tf^o1^h^lj;piifflb>a^ 

-_^i>S[4Say|i>g,^n$>a^lC7rist  took  his  place  right 
'  ^VvwV^gAinst  me;  Enf^'q^^over  being  laid  for  him, 
jlfttacked  tlie  amlet  ai  vdfaciously  as  if  be  had  fas^ 
ed  three  whole  days :  by  his  complaisant  beginning 
I  foresaw  $)at  our  dish  would  not  last  long,  and 
tlierefore  ordered  a  second;  which  they  dressed 
with  such  dispatch,  that  it  was  served  just  ai  w^— 
or  rather  he— Ihid  made  an  end  of  the  first. — He 
proceeded  on  thisyith  the^ii|A^g6ar,  and  found 
means,  without  losihg  cqni.'$nfilt0-<7f  Jiis  toeili,  to 
overwhelm  me  with  p>ai»!£ 'titirip^SiUyte^ulc  re- 
past, which  made  me  ve^-^elT  ^^Wt^ith  my 
sweet  self. — He  drank  in  pro'JlFictiiir^Eir^B^ting ; 
sometimes  to  my  health,  W)mi:Uia^«^_Sn^f^fvf 
Tatber  and  mother,  whose  hMppinek^i  bikyitlK'^P' 
a  son  as  me  he  could  not  o^ouw^Khjiire. — -In  the 
mean  time  he  plied  me  wilK'^vrj^,  and  insisted 
upon  my  doing  him  justice,  while  I  toasted  health 
Tor  health ;  a  circumstance  which,  together  with  hit 
intoxicating  flattery,  put  me  into  sucb  good  humour, 
that  seeing  our  second  amlet  half  devoured,  I  asked 
die  landlord  if  he  had  do  fish  in  the  house.  Signor 
Corcaelo,  who,  in  all  likelihood,  had  a  fellow  feel- 
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ing  with  Che  psiratite,  replied,  **  I  have  a 
trout,  but  those  who  eat  it  must  pay  for  the  sauce : 
— 't  is  a  bit  loo  dainty  for  your  palate,  I  doubt.** — 
**  What  do  you  call  too  dainty  t  (said  the  sycophant, 
raising  his  voice)  you're  a  wiseacre,  indeed!  Xnow 
that  there  is  nothing  in  this  bou^Jte  good  for 
Signor  Gil  Bias  de  SantillaneyVln^^  to  be 
entertahted  like  a  prince/'  'jS%^ 

I  was  pleased  ai^s  laying  holtiTOT  the  landlord's 
last  words,  in  whicfaijll  pfevenlfc(d  me^ha  finding 
myself  ofieinded,  said  wittf  aiS  t^  of  disdkk^*'  Pro- 
duce this  trout  ofyo^l^%J  gaffer  Corcnelo,  and  give 
yourself  no  trouble  about  the  consequidce.'^— This 
was  what  the  inn-keeper  wanted :  b^  got  it  ready^ 
and  served  it  up  in  a  flKce.  At  sight  of  ;this  new 
dish  I  could  perceive  the  parasite^  eyes  sparU^^ 
with  joy ;  and  he  renewed  that  dkmplaisasipe— 1- 
mean  for  the  fisb — which  be*  bad  alreaav  riio#n  for 
the  eggs.  At  last,  however,  hfi  was  obhged  to  give 
out,  for  fear  of  accident,  being  crammed  to  the  very 
throat :  having  therefore  eaten  and  drank  bis  belly- 
ful, be  thought  proper  to  conclude  the  farce  by 
rising  from  table,  and  accosting  me  in  these  words: 
"Signor  Gil  Bias,  I  am  too  weU  satisfied  with  your 
good  cheer  to  leave. yon,  without  offering  an  im- 
portant advice,  which  yon  seem  to  have  great  occa- 
sion for :  henceforth  beware  of  praise,  and  be  upon 
your  gugisd  iSgajnst  every  body  you  do  not  know. 
You  may  meet  with  other  people  inclined  to  divert 
tbemsefves  with  your  credulity,  an(|  perhaps  to 
pusb  things  stilK  farther;  but  don't  be  duped  again, 
nor  believe  yedrself  (though  they  should  swear  it) 
the  eighth  wot^der  of  the  world." — So  saving,  be 
laughed  in  my  face  and  stalked  away.  1  was  as 
much  afifected  by  this  bite  as  I  have  since  been  by 
misfortunes  of  far  greater  consequence.— I  could 
ot  forgive  myself  for  having  been  so  grossly  im- 
posed upon ;  or  rather,  I  was  shocked  to  find  my 
pride  so  bumbled :  **  How !  (said  I  to  myself)  baa 
the  traitor  then  made  a  jest  of  me  ?   His  design  m 
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.•ccotting  my  landlord  in  the  street  was  onljto 
pomp  him :  or  perhaps  they  understand  one  an* 
other !  Ah !  simple  Gil  Bias !  Go  hang  thyself  for 
jhame,  for  having  given  such  rascals  an  opportunity 
of  turning  thee  into  ridicule !  I  suppose  they  wiD 
trump  up  a  fine  story  of  this  affair,   which  will 
reach  Oviedo,  and  doubtless  do  thee  a  great  deal 
.of  honour ;  and  make  thy  parents  repent  thdr  hav- 
ing thrown  away  so  much  good  council  on  an  ass : 
instead  of  exhorting  me  not  to  wrong  any  body, 
they  ought  to  have  caudoned  me  against  the  knave- 
ry of  the  world !''  Chagrined  with  these  mortify- 
ing reflections,  and  inflamed  with  resentment,    I 
locked  myself  in  my  chamber,  and  went  to  bed, 
where,  however,  I  did  not  sleep ;  for,  before  I  could 
close  ray  eyes,  the  carrier  came  to  let  me  know 
that  he  was  ready  to  set  out,  and  only  waited  for 
me :  I  got  up  instantly,  and  while  I  put  on  my 
clothes  Corcuelo  brought  me  a  bill,  in  which,  I 
assure  you,  the  trout  was  not  forgotten :  and  I  was 
not  only  obliged  to  gratify  his  exorbitance,  but  I 
had  also  the   mortification   to    perceive,   while  I 
counted  the  money,  that  the  sarcastic  knave  re- 
membered my  adventure.    After  having  paid  sauce 
for  a  supper,  which  I  had  so  ill  digested,  I  went  to 
the  muleteer  with  my  bags,  wishing  the  parasite, 
the  inn-keeper,  and  his  inn,  at  the  devil. 


CHAPTER 


I  WAS  not  the  only  person  who  travelled  with 
the  carrier,  there  being  in  company  two  children 
belonging  to  a  gentleman  at  Pennaflor,  a  little 
stroling  ballad-singer  of  Mondonedo,  and  a  young 
tradesman  of  Astorga,  who  was  bringing  iMme  a 
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girl  whom  be  had  married  at  Verco.  We  becaine 
acquainted  with  one  another  present!/,  and  eveiy 
one,  in  a  very  short  time,  told  whence  he  came, 
and  whither  he  was  going.— -The  new  married  lady 
was  so  stupid  and  tawny,  that  I  had  no  great  plea- 
sure in  looking  at  her }  but  her  youth  and  plump- 
ness had  a  different  effect  upon  the  carrier,  who 
resolved  to  make  an  attempt  opon  her  inclinations : 
he  spent  the  whole  day  m  projecting  this  noble 
design,  the  execution  of  which  he  deferred  until 
we  should  arrive  at  our  last  stage,  which  happened 
to  be  at  Cacabelos.  He  accordingly  made  us  alight 
at  tlie  first  inn  we  came  to,  a  house  situated  radber 
m  the  country  than  the  town,  the  landlord  of  which 
be  knew  to  lie  a  complaisant  and  discreet  persoa. 
He  took  care  to  have  us  conducted  into  a  remote 
apartment,  where  he  allowed- us  to  sup  in  tnmqinl- 
lity ;  but  when  our  meal  was  ended,  he  entered 
with  a  furiouK  look,  crying,  **  Blood  and  oons !  I  am 
robbed  of  one  hundred  pistoles,  which  I  had  hi  a 
leathern  bag,  and  I  must  find  diem  Immediately ; 
otiierwise  f  will  apply  to  the  magistrate  of  the 
place,  who  is  no  joaer  in  these  matters,  and  have 
you  all  put  to  the  rack,  till  such  time  as  you  con- 
fess the  crime  and  restore  the  money."  Haidng 
pronounced  these  dreadful  words  with  a  very  na- 
tural air,  he  went  out,  leaving  us  all  in  the  utmoit 
consternation. 

As  we  were  strangers  to  each  other,  none  of  «a 
had  the  least  suspicion  of  the  finesse ;  for  my  own 
part,  I  suspected  that  the  poor  ballad-singer  had 
done  the  deed ;  and  perhaps  he  had  the  same  opi- 
nion of  me.  Besides,  we  were  all  raw  ibols,  utterly 
ignorant  of  the  formalities  used  in  such  cases,  and 
believed  in  good  earnest,  that  the  process  would 
be  begun  by  putting  us  all  to  torture. — Giving  way 
berefore  to  our  liwr,  we  evacuated  the  room  in  % 
great  hurry,  some  running  into  the  street,  others 
flving  into  the  garden,  and  evei^  one  betaking 
himself  to  hb  heels  for  safety.    Among  the  rest 
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ife  young  tradetnian  of  Astorga,  as  mach  icared 
•i  any  or  us  at  the  thooriits  of  the  torture,  made 
hit  escape,  like  another  JSoeat,  without  iDcommod- 
log  himself  with  his  wife. — ^It  was  then  that  the 
carrier  (as  I  have  since  learned)  more  incontinent 
than  his  mules,  and  overjoved  to  see  his  stratagem 
succeed  according  to  his  expectation,  went  to  the 
bride,  boasted  of  his  own  ingenuity,  and  endeavour 
ed  to  profit  by  the  occasion : — but  this  Lucrece  o« 
the  Asturies,  to  whom  the  villanous  aspect  of  her 
tempter  lent  new  strength,  made  a  vigorous  resist- 
ance, and  screamed  most  powerfully.  The  pati^>le, 
which  happened  at  that  instant  to  pass  by  the 
house,  that  they  knew  deserved  their  attention, 
went  b  and  demanded  the  reasons  of  those  cries : 
upon  which  the  landlord,  who  sat  singing  in  the 
kitchen,  and  pretended  to  know  nothing  of  the 
natter,  was  obliged  to  conduct  the  officer  and  his 

Sard  into  the  chamber  of  the  person  who  made 
*  noisc-^Tbey  arrived  very  seasonably,  the  chaste 
Asturian  being  quite  exhausted ;  and  the  commander 
(who  was  none  of  the  most  delicate  people  in  the 
world)  perceiving  what  was  the  matter,  gave  die 
amorous  muleteer  a  wooden  salutation  witli  the 
handle  of  his  balbert,  addressing  him  at  the  same 
time  in  terms  as  inconsistent  with  modesty  as  the 
action  that  suffgested  them. — ^This  was  not  all :  he 
apprehended  vSe  criminal,  and  carried  him  before 
the  judge,  together  with  his  accuser;  who,  not- 
withstanding her  disorder,  would  have  gone  of 
herself  to  crave  justice  for  the  outrage  that  was 
committed  upon  her.  The  magistrate  having  heard, 
and  attentively  considered  the  cause,  found  the 
defendant  gniUy,  caused  him  to  be  stripped  and 
iconrged  in  his  presence ;  and  ordered  that  if  the 
.^nsbsmd  of  the  puundff  should  not  appear  before 
next  day,  she  should  be  escorted  to  Astorga  by  two 
horsemen  at  tlie  charge  of  the  delinquent 

As  for  me,  more  terrified,  perhaps,  than  the  rest, 
i  got  in&  tlie  country,  and  crossing,  I  don't  know 

Vol.  r.  4 
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how  many  fields  and  heaths,  and  leaping  all  the 
ditches  I  found  in  my  way,  I  arrived  at  last  at  the 
side  of  a  wood,  and  was  just  going  into  it,  with  a 
view  of  concealing  myself  in  some  thicket,  when, 
all  of  a  sudden  two  men  on  horseback  appeared 
before  me,  and  called,  "  Who  goes  there  ?"  As  my 
surprise  hindered  me  from  making  immediate  an- 
swer, they  advanced,  and  each  clapping  a  pistol 
to  my  throat,  commanded  me  to  tell  who  I  was, 
whence  I  came,  my  business  in  that  forest,  and 
above  all  things,  to  hide  nothing  from  them. — ^To 
these  interrogations,  the  manner  of  which  seemed 
to  me  equal  to  the  rack  with  which  the  carrier  had 
threatened  us,  I  replied,  that  I  was  a  lad  of  Oviedo^ 
going  to  Salamanca ;  recounted  the  alarm  we  had 
undergone,  and  confessed^  that  the  fear  of  being 
put  to  the  torture  had  induced  me  to  run  away. — 
They  burst  out  into  a  loud  laugh  at  this  discovery, 
which  manifested  the  simplicity  of  my  heart ;  and 
one  of  them  said,  '*  Take  courage,  friend ;  come 
along  with  us,  and  fear  nothing :  we  will  put  thee 
io  a  place  of  safety.''  So  saying,  he  made  me  get 
up  behind  him,  and  then  we  retreated  into  the 
wood. 

Though  I  did  not  know  what  to  make  of  th'S 
rencounter,  I  did  not  presage  any  thing  bad  from  it : 
for  (said  I  to  myself;  if  these  people  were  thieves, 
they  would  have  robbed,  and  perhaps  murdered 
me,  at  once  :  they  must  certainly  be  honest  gentle- 
men, who  live  hard  by,  and  who,  seeing  me  in  a 
tanic,  have  pity  on  my  condition,  and  carry  me 
ome  with  them  out  of  charity. — But  I  did  not  long 
remain  in  suspense ;  for,  after  several  windings  and 
turnings,  which  we  performed  in  great  silence,  we 
came  to  the  fodt  of  a  hill,  where  we  alighted  ;  and 
one  of  the  horsemen  said  to  me,  ^This  is  omr 
dwelling-place."  I  looked  around,  but  could  per- 
ceive neither  house,  hut,  nor  the  least  appearance 
of  any  habita^on  :  nevertheless  these  two  men  lifted 
up  a  huge  wooden  trap-door,  covered  with  eardi 


! 
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•ad  bnniblet,  which  eoncealed  the  entiubce  of  a 
long  shelviBg  passage  under  ground,  into  which 
the  horses  went  of  themselves,  Uke  beasts  that  were 
osed  to  it;  while  the  cavaliers,  taking  the  same 
j^th,  made  me  follow  them:  dien  lowering  the 
cover,  with  cords  fiistened  to  the  inside  for  that  pur- 
-pote,  behold  the  worthy  kinsman  of  my  onde  PereSi 
•caught  like  a  moose  in  a  trap. 


Cti AFTER  IF. 


I  MOW  discovered  mv  sttoatioa,  and  any  one  may 
easily  believe  that  this  discovery  eflectually  dis 
pelled  my  former  fear :  a  terror  more  mighty  and 
better  founded  took  possession  of  my  soul !  I  laid 
my  account  with  losing  my  life  as  well  as  my  ducats ; 
and  looking  upon  myself  as  a  victim  led  to  the  altar, 
walked  (more  dead  than  alive)  between  my  two 
.  conductors,  who,  feding  me  tremble,  exhorted  me 
io  vain  to  fear  nothing. — ^When  we  lOoi  gone  about 
9IB0  paces,  turning  and  descending  all  the  way,  we 
entered  into  a  stable,  lighted  by  two  greait  iron 
lamps,  hanging  from  the  arch  above.  Here  I  saw 
plenty  of  straw,  and  a  good  many  casks  full  o« 

Erovender:  tbeF^ig;^  room  enough  for  twen^ 
orses :  but  at  that*  tbie  there  were  only  the  two 
that  we  brought  along  with  us,  which  an  old  negro 
who  seemed  vigorous  for  his  years,  was  tying  lo  a 
rack. — We  went  out  of  the  stable,  and  by  the  dis 
mal  glimmer  of  some  lamps,  that  seemed  to  en* 
lighten  the  place,  ont^  to  show  the  horrors  of  it, 
came  to  a  kitchen,  wnpre  an  old  cook«maid  wa* 
busy  io  broiling  steaks,  and  providing  for  supper.--^ 
The  kitchen  was  adorned  with  all  necessary  uten- 
fils,  and  bard  by  there  wsto  a  larder  stored  with  all 


*  t 
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forts  of  provisioDS.-— The  cook  (for  I  nmst  drvr  her 
picture)  was  a  person  somewhat  turned  of  sixty : 
in  her  youth  the  hair  of  her  head  had  been  red  as 
a  carrot ;  for  time  had  not  as  yet  so  much  bleached 
it,  but  that  one  might  ttiU  perceive  some  shades  of 
its  primitive  colour :  she  had  an  olive  coroplexioni 
a  chin  pointed  and  prominent,  with  lips  fallen  in^ 
a  huge  aquiline  nose  that  hung  over  her  monih, 
and  eyes  that  flamed  in  purple. 

^^  Welly  dame  Leonarda  (said  one  of  the  gentle- 
men, presenting  me  to  this  fair  angel  of  darkness^ 
here's  a  young  man  we  have  brought  for  you/' 
Then  turning  to  me,  and  observing  me  pale  and 
dismayed,  '*  Friend  (said  he)  banish  thy  fear }  we 
will  do  thee  no  harm — Having  occasion  for  a  serv- 
ant to  assist  our  cook-maid,  we  met  with  thee,  and 
happy  is  it  for  thee  we  did :  thou  shah  here  supply 
the  place  of  a  young  fellow,  who  let  himself  die 
about  fifteen  days  ago :  he  was  a  lad  of  a  very  de- 
licate complexion ;  but  thou  seemest  te  be  more 
robust,  and  wilt  not  die  so  soon :  indeed  thou  wilt 
never  see  tlie  light  of  the  sun  again ;  but  in  lieu  of 
that,  thou  shalt  have  good  cheer,  and  a  rousing  fire : 
thou  shalt  pass  thy  time  with  Leonarda,  who  is  a 
very  gentle  creature,  and  enjoy  all  tliy  little  con- 
veniences. I  will  shew  thee  (added  he)  that  tboa 
hast  not  got  among  beggars."  With  these  words 
be  took  up  a  flambeau,  and,  bidding  me  follow  him, 
carried  me  into  a  cellar,  where  I  saw  an  infinite 
number  of  bottles  and  jars  well  corked,  which  (be 
told  me)  were  filled  with  excellent  wine.  He  after* 
wards  made  me  pass  through  divers  apartments, 
some  of  which  contained  bales  of  linen,  others  of 
nilks  and  stufis  :  in  one  I  perceived  gold  and  silver, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  plate  in  different  cupboards. 
•-Then  I  followed  him  uto  a  large  hall  illuminated 
oy  three  branches  of  copper,  which  also  gave  light 
to  the  rooms  that  communicated  with  it :  here  ht 
put  fresh  questions  to  me;  asked  my  name  and 
reason  for  leaving  Oviedo ;  and  when  I  bad  satisfied 
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luBCwioiky  in  tfaeie  pardcolBrs, «"  Well,  CHI  Bl«% 
(said  lie)  since  thy  design  in  qnitdag  tbe  place  <^ 
tky  nativity  was  to  obtain  some  good  post,  tbon 
must  certsdnly  have  been  born  with  a  caul  upon  thy 
head ;  because  thou  hast  feUen  into  our  hand8**-H[ 
havr  abeady  told  thee  that  thou  shalt  live  here  in 
afllnence  and  roU  upon  gold  and  silver :  nay  more, 
thoo  shalt  be  safil ;  for  such  is  the  contrivance  of 
this  retreat,  that  the  officers  of  the  holy  brother- 
hood may  come  into  the  wood  an  hundred  times 
withoat  dBsoovering  it;  The  eMry  is  unknown  to 
every  living  aoul,  eioept  me  and*  my  cooiradei : 
perhaps  thoa  wilt  woader  bow  it  cppld  be  executed 
without beingperceived  by  ibe  people  in  the neiglH 
boorboodl  Aaow  then,  my  Im,  that  this  is  not  a 
work  of  our  hands,  but  waitf  inade  many  yean  ago : 
fi»r  after  the  Moors  bad  got  possession  of  GreuMia, 
Anragon,  and  almost  die  whole  of  Spain,  the  Chrii* 
dans,  rather  dian  submit  to  the  yoke  of  infidels, 
tibA  and  concealed  themsdves  in  this  country,  in 
Biscay,  and  in  the  Asturies,  whither  the  valiant 
Don  Fdagio  retired :  ftigidves,  and  dispersed  in 
small  numbers,  diey  lived  in  mountains  and  woods, 
some  InAed  in  caves,  smd  others  contrived  many 
subterranean  abodes,  of  which  number  this  is  one. 
Having  afterwards  been  so  lucky  as  to  drive  their 
enemies  out df  Spain,  they  returned  into  the  towni; 
and,  since  diat  time,  their  retreats  have  served  for 
asylums  to  people  of  our  profession*  .  Tis  true, 
indeed,  die  holy  brodmrbood  *lm.ve  discovered  and 
destroyed  •ome  of  them  ^  but  there  are  still  plenty 
femaining ;  and  (thank  heaven)  I  have  lived  here 
in  safety  neer  fifteen  years :  my  name  is  CaptaiA 


Mk» 


*  The  holy  tsedMifaood  m  Sjpaiii,  esBed  Santa  Hennaii- 
dad,  w«s  formeriy  so  associatioa  to  suppress  robbers  in 
times  pf  dvil  commotloii :  and  at  thb  day  Is  an  establish- 
tnent  kept  up  through  all  the  kingdoms  and  prorlnces  of 
Bpdn,  ibr  the  same  purpose. 


'      !• 


It  AOVsmroRBs  or  oil  blas. 

Rolando :  I  am  the  chief  of  the  company*,  and  Jm 
«rbom  tboo  sawett  with  me  ii  one  of  my  gang.'' 


■M 


CHAPTER  V. 


Simon  Rolando  had  scarce  done  making, 
when  fix  new  iacei  appeared  iu  the  haU ;  these 
were  the  lieutenant  with  five  of  the  company,  who 
refomed  loaded  with  booty,  which  consisted  of  two 
hampers  foil  of  sugar,  dnnamon,  pepper,  dried  figs, 
almonds,  and  raisins;  the  lieulenant,  addressing 
hnnself  to  the  captain,  told  him,  that  he  had  taken 
these  hampers  firom  a  grocer  of  Benavento,  whoat 
mule  be  had  also  carried  ofil  When  he  had  given 
an  account  of  iiis  expedition  to  his  superior,  the 
pillage  of  the  grocer  was  ordered  into  the  store, 
and  it' was  unanimously  agreed  to  make  merry.  & 
table  being  covered  in  the  great  hall,  I  was  sent 
back  into  the  kitchen,  where  dame  Leonarda  in- 
structed me  in  the  nature  of  my  office ;  and,  yield- 
ing to  necessity,  (since  my  cruel  fate  had  so  or* 
dained)  t  suppressed  my  sorrow,  and  prepared  my- 
self fi>r  the  service  of  those  worthy  gentlonen. 

My  first  essay  was  on  the  ude^board,  which  1 
adorned  with  silver  cups,  and  many  stone-bottles 
of  that  good  wine  which  Signor  Rohindo  had  fmds* 
ed  so  much.  I  siterwards  brought  in  two  ragoul% 
winch  were  no  sooner  served,  than  the  whole  com- 
pany sat  down  to  eat  They  began  with  a  good 
appetite,  while  I  stood  behind,  ready  to  supply 
them  with  wine ;  and  acquitted  myself  so  hand- 
somely, that  I  had  the  honour  to  be  complimented 
upon  my  behaviour.  The  captain  recounted  my 
story  in  a  few  words,  which  afforded  a  good  deal 
of  diversioil,  and  afterwards  observed  that  I  did 
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not  want  merit :  but  I  was  at  tbat  time  cured  of 
toy  vanity,  and  could  hear  myself  praised  without 
danger.  Not  one  of  them  ^as  sil^t  on  the  subject ; 
they  said  I  seemed  bom  to  be  their  cop*bearer;  that 
I  was  worth  an  hundred  of  my  pcedecessor  rjand 
Ithougfa dame Leonarda (sinQe.hii( d^adi)  haODeen 
honoured  with  the  office  V>f  presenting  nectar  to 
those  infernal  gods,  they  deprived  her  of  that  glo 
nous  employment,  with  which  diey  invested  me, 
like  a  young  Ganjnanede  succeeding  an  aacieii 
Hebe.  /  .   ,^^   , 

A  great  £sh  of  roast  iiugi%  segM^  after  the 
ragouts,  finished  the  repai|t  of  {bo8^«,<gsirm^dving 
Aieves,  who  drinking  m  4rtfOxj^^4fi^  glut* 
tony,  soon  became  froIicR^^^o^^  F^W^  %  '^Aulisb 
noise,  and  spoke  all  togethej^^Jmrs^p^gtsa^ 
another  broke  a  jest,  a  ^ii^shoBled,: a, fourth 
sung:  so  that  there  was  notl^]ng.'bot;]^ot  asd  con- 
fusion f  At  length.  Bx)landQ, '  tii'^tfoCa  scene  in 
which  he  was  so  litde  regafde^, -called /(with  a 

voice  that  silenced  the  whole  cjiiqpdnsO  '^  ^i>^e^ 
men,  I  have  a  proposal  to  jbakQ<:*ins{^ai}. of  stun- 
ning one  another  m  this  maq^f  Jby  spteaJjiing  aD 
together,  would  it  not  be  be]tte]>li!>  ;<q(fterl^ii  ouiv 
selves  like  reasonable  crealureftr^raer^i&gj^tliQught 
come  into  my  head  :  8in<)^^eit4i|h^t}f  ouie  ait^Qcia* 
tion,  we  have  never  l^ad  mtf^paa|^^  fi/i<ywSfhat 
fiimilies  we  are  deri^viejlr  from',' aidLlS^hat^  train  of 
adventures  we  have"  been  sever^H^l^ito^^brice 
thb  way  of  life :  as  these  things  ^$Sat]fit6hi^^  be 
known,  let  us,  for  our  diversion,  4(6ajiiunicate  them 
to  one  another."  The  lieutenai^  &id  the  rest,  as 
if  they  had  something  very  ent^piaining  to  relate, 
embraced,  with  great  demons^^t^pps  of  joy,  die 

nosal  of  their  chirf,  who  begaJk*hii  own  history 
ese  words.  •  •'«?•'* 

^  Gentlemen,  you  must  know  (ifdJ^  am  the  only 
son  of  a  rich  citizen  of  Madrid ;  the^jl^  of  my  birth 
was  celebrated  in  the  family  by  vasti;^icings;  my 
fother,  pretty  well  stricken  in  yearsJaf|;|s  ravished 


«  ADrENTCRd  or  GO.  BIAS. 

at  ngtit  of  *B  beir,  and  my  Bother  ondfrtocdt  la 
•ackJw  me  at  faft-  infn>lra>ti :  Iier  hibtr,  vbo  mt 
•till  alive,  wu  jiapocl  oUjuan,  who  meddled  wiA 
Botfaing  Imt  nifSfydt,  Mia.iefoaBted  lui  own  war- 
like cxploiis,  fa|Klng,beeajtiaay  years  in  the  army  ) 
so  that  beci^^j^  iiijjpjsUTly  ^le  idol  of  these  tbraa 
persons,  I  WAS  hici'asjijmI^  t(a'nd1e<l  in  their  anni, 
Les|  study  should /a^gue  me  in  my  tender  yean, 
[,if  BE  alloweit'to  speiilj  them  in  the  most  childilh 
a{Dus(fiieuts ;  mji  A^^''  observing  that  childna 
ought  not  to  a«t|V '^iious)y  to  any  thing,  unti]  . 
time*^houldjiMMfjf|9'4j^d  the  understanding.  la 
expfi^tAiot^ior  ub^  i^wiiy,  I  neither  learned  to 
readi'qn  ifwvt^^l'^F  '  '^^'^^  good  iDt 

of  rojf.THj^ljfar^v&jier  taught  me  a  thouiaoid 
j-.cr. — t,-  ~*^*Q"»-'"='^  perfectly  acquainted  *ilh 
#  dice;  and  my  grandfather 

^  ,_|uilic  stories  of  the  niilitwy 

a  Vni^,  h^had  been  concerned.    He 
sung  ^a-KaijitA^f dtchei  g^er  and  over,  and  when  I 
had  gi^'tfi)  9jf^u^iffi^4'mes  by  heart,  by  dint  of 
'B^l^^lj^^or  three  months  together, 
Lfe'-^tfa^^.  ^subject  for  admiration  to 
'^  *  M  no  less  satisfied  with  my 

ftig:  by  the  liberty  I  enjoyed 
"'^^^rmost,  I  used  to  inter- 
^nonsensicat  prattl^~ 
re  it  is!"  (would  njr 

JipresBit>le  delighQ 
me  with  careMca, 
&ire  wept  with  Joy.    I  comnutted^ 
iJie  most  indecent  actions  with 
g  was  forgiven ;  and  in  Bbort, 
n  Qie  mean  time,  having  attaJa- 
vithout  being  put  to  school, 
pngth  provided  ;  but  he  receivad 
J  instruct  me  without  using  any 
Ibly  pennitted  to  threaten  me  »om^ 
of  inspiring  me  with  awe.     Thi* 
effects  upos 


int  the  most  falut 
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tne,  who  mth»  hiagfaed  at  his  menaeesi  or,  witti 
lean  in  my  eyes,  trent  and  oomplained  to  my  mo* 
ther  and  grand-papa  of  his  barbari^.  It  was  in 
▼ain  for  the  poor  duml  to  deny  the  accosation :  he 
was  looked  upon  as  a  tyrant,  and  my  asserdra 
always  believed,  in  kpite  of  hui  remonstrance.  I 
happened  one  day  to  scratch  myself^  upon  which, 
setting  up  my  pipes,  as  if  he  had  flaved  me,  my 
mother  came  running  in,  and  turned  my  master 
out  of  doors,  though  he  protested  and  took  heaven 
to  witness,  that  he  had  i^ever  touched  my  skin. 

In  the  same  manner  1  got  rid  of  all  my  precept* 
ors,  until  such  an  one  as  I  wanted  presented  him* 
self;  thb  wu  a  bachelor  of  Alcala :  an:exceUent 
tutor  fer  a  person  of  ALsfaion's  child !  be  was  a 
lover  of  play,  women,  and  wine,  consequently  the 
fittest  person  In  the  world  for  me.  The  first  thing 
he  set  about  was  to  gun  iky  affection,  in  which  he 
succeeded,  and  by  these  means,  gained  the  love  of 
my  parents,  who  left  me^  entirely  to  his  manage* 
ment :  ind^^  the^  had  no  cause  to  repent  of  their 
confidence ;  for«  m  a  very  little  time  he  made  me 
perfectia  the  knowledge  o|  the  world :  by  dint  of 
tarrying  me  along  widi  fai^  to  the  places  )ie  Ite* 
<iueiiled,  I  imbibed  his  taste  so  well,  that,  except 
in  Latin  I  became  an  universal  proficient;  and  when 
I  found  I  had  no  fhrtber  occasion  for^instruo* 
tions,  he  went  to  offer  them  elsewhere. 

If  during  my  chilAood  I  had  lived  nretty  fiieelyi 
it  was  quite  another  thing  when  I  becBune  maater 
6f  my  own  actions :  I  every  moment  ridiculed  my 
parents,  who  did  notlung  but  laugh  at  my  salCis; 
which  were  the  more  agreeable,  the  more  msolenct 
tt&ey  contained.  Mean  while  I  comnittted  all  kindl 
of  debaucherr,  b  the  company  of  odiAr  youn^mea 
of  the  same  dupodtlon ;  and  as  our  psfrents  did  not 
supply  us  with  money  sufficient  to  support  nicb  a 
dcdicious  lift,  every  one  pilfered  what  be  could,  at 
his  own  home}  but  that  be^g  alsd  insufiieieiit,  wt 
began  u>  rob  in  the  dark;  when,  unfi^rtunately,  Ike 
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ooneffidor  got  notice  of  us,  aod  would  have  camad 
vs  to  be  apprehended,  had  we  not  been  informed  of 
h|8  treacherous  design.  Upon  which  we  consulted 
our  safety  in  flight,  and  transferred  the  scene  of 
oar  exploits  to  the  highway.  Since  which  timei 
gentlemen,  God  has  given  me  grace  to  grow  old  ia 
my  profession,  in  spite  of  the  dangers  to  whidi  it 
is  exposed.'' 

Here  the  captain  left  off  speaking,  and  the  lieu 
tenant,  taking  his  turn,  began  with,  *'  Gendemen, 
an  education  quite  opposite  to  that  of  Signor  Ro- 
lando has,  nevertheless,  pioduced  the  same  eflect 
My  father  was  a  butcher  of  Toledo,  reckoned  the 
greatest  brute  in  the  whole  city,  and  my  mother's 
disposition  not  much  more  gentle.    While  I  was  a 
child,  they  whipped  me,  as  if  it  had  been  through 
emuladon,  at  the  rate  of  a  thousand  stripes  a^<dav: 
the  least  fault  I  committed  was  attended  with  the 
most  severe  chastisemeut ;  and  it  was  in  vain  for 
me  to  ask  pardon,  with  tears  in  my  eyes,  and  pro- 
test that  1  was  sorry  for  what  I  had  done ;  far 
from  being  forgiven,  I  was  often  punished  without 
a  cause;  while  my  father  belaboured  me,  my  mother 
(as  if  he  had  not  exerted  himself)  instead  of  inter- 
ceding for  her  child,  frequendy  came  to  his  as- 
sistance*   This  treatment  inspired  me  with  such 
aversion  for  my  paternal  habitation,  that  I  raa 
away  befofe  I  had  attained  my  fourteenth  year, 
and  taking  die  road  of  Arragon,  went  to  Saragossa, 
subsisting  oh  charity  by  the  way.    There  I  consort<^ 
ed  with  beggars,  who  led  a  pret^  comfortable  lift ; 
they  taught  me  to  counterfeit  blmdness,  to  appear 
lame,  and  afflict  my  limbs  with  fictidous  ulcers, 
&c.    In  the  morning  (like  players,  who  disguise 
th^nselves  in  order  to  appear  upon  the  stage;  we 
prepared  ourselves  for  me  different  parts  we  in- 
tended to  act,  and  every  one  ran  to  his  post :  in 
the  evening  we  met  again,  and  enjoyed  ourselves 
all  night  at  the  expence  of  those  who  had  compas- 
sion on  us  in  the  day.    Tired  however  of  living 
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•tDiMig  those  wretcbei)  and  ambitioas  of  «imeivin(( 
in  a  higher  sphere,  I  aasociated  myBelf  wita  tome 
koigfaUrof  the  post^  who  taught  me  a  great  many 
sfrajtagems;  but  we  were,  m  a  vefyibort  time, 
obliged  to  quit  Saragossa,  having  quarrelled  with  a 
certain  justice,  whose  protection  we  had  eqoyed. 
Every  one  took  his  own  course :  for  my  own  fwt^ 
I  engaged  myself  in  «a  company  of  brave  fellows 
nbo  put  travellers  under  contribution,  and  liked 
their  manner  of  living  so  well,  that  hitherto,  I  have 
never  felt  the  least  mclination  to  seek  another :  I 
am  th^refor^,  gendemen,  very  ranch  obliged  to  the 
barbarity  of  my  parents ;  for,  had  they  treated  me 
a  Uttle  less  savagely,  instead  of  being  an  honour* 
able  lieutenant,  I  should  have  been  doubtless  at  this 
daya  miserable  butch«r.^ 

The  next  that  spoke  was  a  young  thiei^  who,  sitting 
between  the  captsdn  and  lieutenant,  said,  *^  Goitle* 
men',  the  stories  we  have  heard,  are  neither  so  com^ 
plicated,  nor  so  curious  as  mine :  I  owe  my  being  to 
a  peasant's  wife,  who  lived  in  the  neighboarhood  i^ 
Seville :  three  weeks  after  she  had  brought  me  into 
the  world  (being  still  youtag,handsome,  and  healthy) 
it  was  proposed  to  her,  to  nurse  a  man  of  quali^'s 
cmlyson  lately  bom  in  Seville:  this  proposal  mymo* 
tfaer  cheerfidly  accepted,  and  went  to  fetch  the  child, 
which  being  committed  to  her  care,  she  no  sooner 
brought  it  home  to  her  house,  than  perceiving  some 
smaU  resemblance  between  us,  she  was  tempted  to 
make  me  pass  for  the  infant  of  quality,  in  hopes 
that  she  should  one  day  be  well  rewarded  by  me^ 
fcr  that  kind  office :  my  father,  who  was  not  mora 
attmviom  than  his  neighbours^  approved  of  tho 
derat ;  so  that  after  having  made  us  exchange  oor 
swaddUngHilothes,  the  son  of  Don  Rodrigo  de  Her* 
rera  was  sent  to  anodior  nurse  under  my  name,  and 
my  mother  suckled  me  under  his. 

'  ^'Notwithstandjnff  all  the  fine  things  that  are  said 
<if  instinct  and  the  ferce  of  blood,  the  litde  gentle- 
man's parents  swallowed  the  chaise  with  great 
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^•ie  *  thty  IhuI  not  the  letst  famicioii  nf  die  triek 
that  Wis  played  vpon  them ;  for,  till  I  was  WTe» 

?ears  old,  1  was  scarce  ever  oat  of  their  anm, 
*heir  intentioii  being  to  make  me  a  complete  nv»- 
Ker,  all  sorts  of  masters  were  provided ;  bm  I  had 
no  great  inclination  for  the  exercises  I  learned; 
and  stiH  less  relish  for  the  sciences  they  explained  i 
I  loved  mnch  better  to  game  with  the  servants,  fo^ 
whose  company  I  fineqoented  the  kitchen  and  sta- 
ble ;  but  play  was  not  long  my  predominant  paa« 
sion ;  for  before  I  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  I  got 
drank  daily,  sednced  all  the  women  in  the  boose, 
bat  attached  myself  chiefly  to  the  cookmaid,  who 
seemfd  to  merit  m  v  principal  reg^ard :  she  was  a 
fat  joUy  wench,  whose  pleasantry  and  sleekness 

E leased  me  roach ;  and  t  made  love  to  her  with  so 
tde  circamspection,  that  Don  Rodrigo  himself 
perceived  it  He  reprimanded  me  sharply,  re- 
proached  me  with  the  baseness  of  my  inclinations^ 
and,  lest  die  right  of  this  amiable  object  should 
render  his  remonstrances  ineflectual,  turned  my 
princess  oat  of  doors. 

^  I  was  disgusted  at  this  piece  of  condoet«  for 
which  I  resolved  to  be  revenged :  with  this  Tiew, 
I  stole  his  lady's  jewels,  and  ronning  in  qaest  of 
my  fair  Helen,  who  had  retired  to  the  house  of  a 
wluherwoman  of  her  acquaintance,  I  carried  her 
off,  at  noon-Hiay,  to  the  end  that  nobody  might  bt 
ignorant  of  my  pasrion.  Tbalwasnot  allsl  con» 
ducted  her  into  her  own  country,  where  I  married 
iter  in  a  solemn  manner,  that  I  might  not  onlv  give 
Htar^si  the  more  veiadon,  but  also  afford  such 
a  wtMthy  ezmple  lo  the  children  of  noblemen. 
Three  n<Hiths  after  my  marriage,  I  was  informed 
of  Don  Rodrlgo's  death ;  a  piece  of  news  I  did  not 
,  receive  with  indifference ;  but  repairing  instandy 
to  Seville,  in  order  to  demand  his  estate,  I  found 
Mngs  strangriy  altered!  My  modier,  who  was 
dead,  had  been  silly  enough,  on  her  dMtfa  bed,  to 
confess  the  whok  afbir,  in  presence  of  the  cnrale 
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of  the  village,  and  other  credible  witnesses }  in 
consequence  of  which,  the  true  son  of  Don  Rodrigo 
was  already  in  possession  of  my  place  or  rather  of 
fail  own  'y  and  had  been  received  with  the  more 
Joy,  on  account  of  their  being  dissatisfied  with  me. 
Wherefore,  having  nothing  to  expect  from  that 
quarter,  and  no  longer  feeling  inclination  for  my 
fat  spouse,  I  joined  some  gentlemen  of  the  road, 
mth  whom  I  began  my  expeditions." 

The  young  robber  having  ended  his  story,  an- 
other informed  us,  **  That  he  was  the  son  of  a 
merchant  at  Burgos,  and,  prompted  by  an  indiscreet 
devotion,  bad  taken  the  habit  and  professed  a  very 
imstere  order,  from  which,  in  a  few  years,  he  apos- 
tatized.*' In  short,  these  eight  highwaymen  spoke 
in  their  turns,  and  when  I  had  heard  them  all,  I 
was  not  at  all  surprised  to  find  them  together.  The 
discourse  was  afterwards  changed ;  they  brought 
upon  the  caipet  several  projects  for  the  next  »- 
ciursion :  and  after  having  come  to  a  determination, 
got  up  from  table,  in  order  to  go  to  rest  Having 
Ucbted  thmr  wax  candles,  and  withdrawn,  I  follow- 
ed captain  Rolando  into  his  chamber,  where  while 
I  helped  to  undress  him,  ^  Well,  Oil  Bias  (said  he) 
thou  seest  how  we  live  :  we  are  always  merry,  ana 
hatred  and  envv  never  get  footmg  among  us :  we 
never  have  the  least  quarrel  with  one  another,  bat 
are  more  united  fhan  a  convent  of  monks :  thou 
wilt,  my  child  (pursued  he)  lead  a  very  agreeable 
life  injbis  place;  for  I  don't  believe  thee  fool 
eiiough  to  boggle  at  living  with  robbers  :  eh !  dost 
thou  think  there  are  any  honester  people  in  the 
world  than  we  ?  no,  my  lad,  every  one  loves  to 
prey  upon  his  fellows ;  it  is  an  universal  principle, 
though  variously  exerted:  conquerors  ffor  example) 
seize  upon  the  territories  of  their  neignbours ;  peo* 
pie  01  quality  borrow  without  any  intention  of 
repaying }  bankers,  treasurers,  exchange-brokers, 
clerks,  and  all  kinds  of  merchants,  great  and  small, 
are  not  a  whit  more  conscientious.  As  for  your 
C  Vol.  I.   5  4 
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limbs  of  the  law,  I  need  not  mention  tbem  ^  every 
body  knowi  what  they  can  do :  I  must  own,  how- 
ever, that  they  are  somewhat  more  humane  than 
we;  for  we  often  put  innocent  people  to  death, 
and  they  sometimes  save  the  lives  of  the  guilty." 


CaOPTER  VL 


When  the  captain  of  the  thieves  had  made  his 
apology  for  his  profession,  he  went  to  bed,  and  I 
returned  into  the  hall,  where  I  uncovered  the  ta- 
ble, and  put  every  thing  in  order  ;  from  dience  1 
went  into  the  kitchen,  where  Domingo  (so  was  the 
old  negro  called)  expected  me  to  supper.  Though 
I  had  no  appetite,  I  sat  down  with  them  ;  but  as  I 
could  not  eat,  and  appeared  as  melancholy  as  I  had 
cause  to  be  so,  these  two  apparitions,  equally  qua- 
lified, undertook  to  give  me  consolation :  ^^  Why 
do  you  afflict  yourself,  child  f  (said  the  old  lady :) 
Tou  ought  rather  to  rejoice  at  your  good/Mune.  r 
— ^You  are  young,  and  seem  to  be  of  an  easy  tem- 
per ;  consequendy  would  have  been,  in  a  little  time, 
lost  in  the  world :  there  you  would  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  libertines,  who  would  hai^  ^ng^ed 
you  in  all  manner  of  debauchery :  wheiws  here 
your  innocence  finds  a  secure  haven."*— ^  Dame 
Leonarda  is  in  the  right  (said  the  old^black-^-moor 
with  great  graviQr)  and  let  me  add^  the  world  if 
full  of  affliction :  thank  heaven^  therefore,  my  fiiend, 
for  having  delivered  thee  all  at  once  from  die  dan- 
gers, difficuldes,  and  miserv  of  life." 

I  bore  their  discourse  with  patience,  ];»el|tu8e  to 
fret  myself  would  have  done  me  no  serviced  at  last 
Domingo,  having  eaten  and  drank  plenjdfully,  re- 
tired into  the  stable;  while  Leonarda,  With  a  lamp 
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in  Iftt  hand,  condnoted  me  into '%,  vanlt,  which 
served  as  a  burying^place  to  the  rebbars  who  di<Ml 
a  nqpiral  death,  and  in  which  I  perceived  a  miser- 
able traciL-bed,  that  looked  more  like  a  tomb  thaii 
a  couch  :  ^  ^ere  is  yomr  bedchamber  (said  she ;) 
the  lad,*wlvD8e  place  yon  have  the  good  iTortone  to 
supply,  slept  here  as  long  as  be  lived  among  us ; 
and  now  that  he  is  dead  rests  in  the  same  place  — 
fle  slipt  away  in  the  flower  of  his  age :  I  hope  you 
will  not  be  so  simple  as  to  follow  his  example." 
So  saving,  she  put  the  light  into  my  hand,  and  re- 
turned into  her  Kitchen ;  while  I,  setting  the  lamp 
upon  the  ground,  threw  mjrself  upon  the  bed,  not 
so  much  in  expectation  of  enjo3ring  the  least  repose, 
as  with  a  view  to  indulge  my  melancholy  reflec- 
tion. ^  O  heavens  (cried  I,^  was  ever  destiny  so 
terrible  as  mine !  I  am  banisned  from  the  sight  o. 
the  sun ;  and,  as  if  it  was  not  enough  to  be  buried 
alive  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  I  am  moreover  con- 
demned to  serve  thieves,  to  spend  the  day  among 
highwaymen,  and  the  ni^t  among*  the  dead  !''  1 
wept  bitterly  over  these  suggestions,  which  seemed 
to  me— and  were  in  effect,  extremely  shocking.  A 
thousand  times  I  cursed  my  uncle's  design  of  send- 
ing me  to  Salamanca:  I  repented  of  my  fl3ring  from 
justice  at  Cacabelos,  and  even  wished  I  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  torture. — ^But  recollectmg  that  I 
consumed  myself  in  vain  complaints,  to  no  purposey 
I  began  to  think  of  some  means  by  which  I  might 
escape.  '^  What !  (said  I  to  myself)  is  it  then  im- 
possible to  deliver  myself!  the  thieves  are  asleep, 
die  cook-maid  and  negro  will  be  in  the  same  con- 
^don  presendy  :  can't  I,  while  they  are  all  quiet, 
by  the  help  of  my  lamp,  find  out  the  passage 
through  winch  I  descended  to  this  infernal  abode  t 
Tb  true,  indeed,  I  don't  dunk  myself  strong 
enough  to  lift  the  trap-door  that  covers  the  entry } 
but  however,  tiiat  I  may  have  nothing  to  reproadi 
myself  with,  I  will  try :  my  de^iair  will,  perhaps 
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iHppIy  me  wkh  strength,  and  who  knows  bat  I 
may  accomplish  it  ?" 

Having  then  projected  this  great  design,  I  got 
np  when  I  imagined  Leonarda  and  Domingo  were 
at  rest;  and  taking  the  lamp  in  my  hand,  went  out 
of  the  vault,  recommen£ng  myself  to  the  saints  in 
heaven^ — ^It  was  not  without  great  difficulty  that  I 
found  again  all  the  windings  of  this  new  labyrintli, 
and  arrived  at  the  door  of  the  stable ;  where  at 
last,  perceiving  the  passage  I  was  in  search  of,  I 
went  into  it,  advancing  towards  the  trap  with  as 
much  nimbleness  as  joy  i — ^but,  alas !  in  die  middle 
^  the  entry  I  met  with  a  cursed  iron  grate,  bat 
•ocked,  and  consisting  of  strong  bars  so  close  to 
one  another,  that  I  could  scare  thrust  my  hand 
between  them*  I  was  confounded  at  the  sight  of 
this  new  obstacle,  which  I  had  not  observed  when 
I  came  in,  the  grate  being  then  open :  I  did  not 
fiul,  however,  to  feel  the  bars  and  examine  the 
lock,  which  I  even  attempted  to  fbroe ;  when,  aD 
of  a  sudden,  I  felt  a«cross  my  shoulders  five  or  sil 
hearty  thwacks  with  a  bull's  pixzle !  upon  which  I 
uttered  such  a  dreadful  yell,  that  the  whole  cavern 
echoed  with  the  sound ;  and  looking  behind  me, 
perceived  the  old  negro  in  his  shirt,  with  a  dark 
lantern  in  one  hand,  and  the  instrument  of  big 
execution  in  the  other.  "  Ah  ha !  Mr.  Jackanapes 
(said  he)  you  want  to  make  your  escape,  ban  f 
Tou  must  not  imagine  that  I  am  to  be  caught 
napping. — ^I  heard  you  all  the  while.' — ^I  suppose 
you  thought  the  grate  was  open,  didn't  you  f  •  ^ 
BJiow,  my  boy,  that  henceforth  thou  shalt  always 
find  it  shut;  and  that  when  we  detain  anybody 
here,  against  his  inclination,  he  must  be  more  cmK 
^ing  than  thou,  if  he' ever  gets  off." 

In  the  mean  tune  two  or  three  of  the  thieves^ 
starting  out  of  their  sleep  at  the  noise  of  my  cries, 
and  believing  that  the  holy  brotherhood  was  com* 
ing  souse  upon  them,  got  up  in  a  hurry  and  alaa»- 
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ed  dieir  companions.  In  an  instant  all  were  a-^foot, 
and,  seizing  their  swords  and  carabines,  advanced 
half  naked  to  the  piiace  where  Domingo  chasti^d 
me;  but  they  ho  sooner  understood  the  cause  of 
the  noise  they  had  heard,  than  their  uneasiness 
was  changed  into 'fits  of  laughter. — "How,  Gil 
Bias  (said  the  apostate  thief  to  me)  thou  hast  not 
been  here  six  hours,  and  want'st  to  take  thy  leave 
of  OS  already!  sure  thou  must  have  a  great  aversion 
to  a  retired  life,  hah  ?  What  would*st  dion  do  if 
thon  wert  a  Carthusian  friar  ?  Go  to  bed ;  thou 
art  quit  for  once,  on  account  of  the  stripes  Dominffo 
has  bestowed  on  thee ;  but  if  ever  thou  should'st 
make  another  effort  to  escape,  by  St  Bartholomew! 
we  will  flay  thee  alive."  This  said,  he  withdrew ; 
the  other  thieves  retired  into  dieir  apartments; 
the  old  negro,  proud  of  his  exploit,  returned  into 
his  stable,  and  I  sneaked  back  to  my  Golgotha, 
where  I  spent  the  remaining  part  of  die  mght  in 
rigfas  and  tears. 


CHAPTER  VU. 


During  the  first  days  of  my  captivity  I  was 
like  to  sink  under  the  sorrow  uiat  oppressed  me^ 
and  might  have  been  said  to  die  by  inches ;  but  at 
last  my  good  genius  inspired  me  with  a  resolutio^ 
to  dissemble:  I  affected  to  appear  less  sad  than 
usual:  I  began  to  laugh  and  sing,  though,  God 
knows,  with  an  aching  heart.  In  a  word  I  coun* 
terfeited  so  well,  that  DM>narda  and  Dommgo  were 
deceived,  and  believed  that  the  bird  was  at  last 
reconciled  to  his  cage. — ^The  robbers  were  of  the 
same  opinion;  for  I  assumed  a  gay  air  when  I 
fiHed  wine  for  them,  and  mmgled  in  their  con- 
versation, whenever  I  found  an  opportunity  of  act- 
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kig  tbe  buffoon.  This  freedom,  far  from  dhpleat- 
ing,  afforded  them  diversion.  ^^  Gil  Bias  (said  tbe 
captain  to  me  one  evening,  while  I  entertained 
them  in  this  manner)  thou  hast  done  well,-  my  lad, 
to  banish  thy  melancholy :  I  am  charmed  with  thv 
wit  and  humour :  I  find  people  are  not  known  aU 
at  once ;  for  I  did  not  think  thou  hadst  been  so 
sprightly  and  good-natured." 

l%e  rest  joined  also  in  ray  praise,  and  appeared 
so  well  satisfied  with  me,  that,  taking  the  advan- 
tage of  this  good  disposition,  ^^  Gentlemen,  (said  I) 
allow  me  to  tell  my  mind :  since  my  abode  in  this 
place  I  find  myself  quite  another  sort  of  a  person 
than  heretofore.  Tou  have  divested  me  of  the 
prejudices  of  education,  and  I  insensibly  imbibe 
your  disposition :  I  have  a  taste  for  your  profession, 
and  a  kpging  desire  of  being  honoured  with  the 
name^Aour  c^npanion,  and  of  sharing  the  dan- 
gers ^Jyour  ^4>mtions.*'  All  die  company  ap- 
proYi^X)f  my^&9ln||Me,  and  commended  my  for- 
wardness f v^so  WM,  it  was  unanimpusly'reiolved  to 
let  «e..s^^jja^  little  longM'^'in  order  to  approve 

mys^f  V^^^>^^*^*9"7'^'°^  ^^^  '^  ^^^  excur- 
sions ;  iRer  which  Li vuid  obtain  the  honourable 

place  I  demanded.        g        J^^"^- 

Well,  then,  I  was  obl^ped  lo^rsist  in  my  dissi- 
mulation, and  exercise  the  post  of  cup-bearer  still ; 
a  circumstance  that  mortified  me  extremely:  tar 
my  design  in  aspiring  to  the  honour  of  becoming  a 
thief^^9|j[as  only  to  Ijlt^e  the  liberty  of  taking  the  air 
with  the  res^^  hopes  that  one  day  I  should  be 
able  to  escap^^  from  them,  in  the  course  of  their 
expeditions.  This  hope  alone  supported  my  life; 
but  nevertheless  appeared  so  distant,  that  I  tried 
more  than  once  to  baffle  the  vigilance  of  Domingo; 
though  it  was  never  in  my  power,  he  bdng  always 
so  much  upon  his  guard,  that  I  would  have  defied 
an  hundred  Orpheus's  to  charm  such  a  Cerberus. 
Tis  true,  indeed,  I 'did  not  do  all  that  I  could 
havo  done  to  beguile  him,  lest  I  should  have 
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awakened  his  suspicioii ;  for  he  had  a  hawk\i  eye 
over'  me,  and  I  was  obliged  to  act  with  the  utmost 
circumspection,  that  I  miffht  not  betray  myself.  ,  I 
therefore  resigned  myself  to  my  fate,  mitil  the 
time  should  be  expired  that  was  prescribed  by  the 
robbers  for  receiving  me  into  their  gang  \  and  this 
event  I  expected  as  impatiently  as  lif  I  had  been  to 
be  enrolled  in  a  list  of  commissioners. 

Heaven  be  prcdsed !  in  six  months  that  time  ar- 
rived }  when  Signor  Rolando,  addressing  himself 
to  his  company  said,  ^^  Gentleriien,  we  must  keep 
our  words  with  Gil  Bias :  I  have  no  bad  opinion  of 
that  yoong  fellow,  and  I  hope  we  shall  make  some- 
thing of  Um :  it  is  therefore  my  opinion,  that  we 
carry  him  along  with  us  to-morrow  to  gather  lau- 
rels on  the  highway,  and  U9her  him  into  the  path 
of  glory."  The  robbers  agreed  to  their  captaui's 
proposal ;  and  to  show  that  they  already  looked 
upon  me  as  one  of  their  companions,  from  that 
moment  dispensed  with  my  service,  and.  re-esta- 
blished dame  Leonarda  in  die  office  she  had  lost 
on  my  account  "  They  made  me  throw  away  my 
habit,  which  consisted  of  a  sorry  threadbare  short 
cassock,  and  dressed  me  in  the  spoils  of  a  gentler 

^  man  whom  they  had  ]ately  robbed  5  afier  which  I 

'  prepared  for  my  first  cantpaign. 
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It  was  m  the  month  of  September,  when  towanla 
the  close  of  the  night,  I  came  out  of  the  cavern  in 
company  with  the  robbers,  armed  like  them,  with 
a  carabine, ^two  pistols,  sword,  and  bayonet,  and 
mounted  on  a  pretty  good  horsey  wjuch  they  had 
taken  from  the  same  gentleviia  whose  dress  I  wore. 


\ 
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I  had  lived  so  long  in  darkness,  that  when  day 
broke,  I  was  dauled  with  the  light,  which  however 
soon  became  familiar  to  my  eyes. 

Haying  passed  hard  by  Ponferrada,  we  lay  in 
ambush  in  a  small  wood  which  bordered  on  the 
road  to  Leon.    There  we  waited,  expecting  that 
fortune  would  throw  some  good  luck  in  our  way, 
when  we  perceived  a  Dominican  (contrary  to  the 
custom  of  these  good  fathers^  riding  upon  a  sorry 
mule :  ^'  God  be  praised,  (cried  the  captain  laugln 
ing)  there's  the  coup  d'essai  of  Gil  Bias  : — let  him 
go  and  unload  that  monk,  while  we  observe  his 
behaviour.  "-^All  the  rest  were  of  opinion  that  this 
was  a  very  proper  commission  for  me,  and  exhorted 
me  to  acquit  myself  handsomely  in  it     ''  Gende- 
nken,  (said  I)  you  shall  be  satisfied :  I  will  make 
that  priest  as  bare  as  my  hand,  and  bring  hither 
his  urale  iii  a  .t^kling." — ^^  No,  no,  (rephed  Ro- 
lando) she  is  not  worth  the  trouble :  bring  us  only 
the  purse  of  his  revei:ence ;  that  is  all  we  e^qpect  ot 
thee."    For  this  purpose  I  sallied  from  the  wood, 
and  made  towards  the  clergyman,  begging  heaven 
all  the  wi^  to  pardon  -the  action  I  was  about  to 
commit    i  would  gl$^y.  h^ve  made  my  escape 
that  moment;  but  mejgrej^f^t  part  of  the  thieves 
were  better  mounted"  tfifu£j[,  and,  had  they  per- 
ceived me  running  away^Woi^d  have  been  at  my 
heels  in  an  instant,  and;*eygit(jij^ed  me  again  in  a 
very  short  time,  or  perljkbs'^^tNfh^rged  their  cara- 

bipes  at  me,in  whicli^ej^sbow^i^^c  ^^^  nothing 
cO  brag  of. — ^Not  dariAg  xher^m^  Jo  hazard  such  a 
delicate  step,  I  came  up.wkh^th^  pnest,  and  clap- 
ping a  pistol  to  his  brea(t^clj^&a&ded  his  purse. 
ae  stopped  short  to  survey  me;'  i^<}  widibut  seem- 
ing much  afiraid,  ^'  Child  (said(be).  -youjare  very 
young  >-yon  have  got  a  bad  trtfde  by  the  hand^ 
betimes." — "  Bad  as  it  is,  father  (I  replied^  I  wish 
I  had  begun  it  sooner." — ^  Ah !  son,  son,  (said  the 
good  friar,  who  did  not  comprehend  the  true  mean- 
ing of  my  words)  what  blindness ! — allow  me  to  re- 
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presentto  yon  tbe  miserable  coadition  "— "O  father 
(said  I,  interrnptiiig  him  hnstily)  a  truce  with  yonr 
moral§,  if  you  please :  my  business  on  the  highway 
is  not  to  hear  sermons;  I  want  money."—"  Money ! 
(ciied  he,  with  an-  air  of  astonislusaent)  you  are 
htde  acquainted  with  the  charity  of  the  Spaniards, 
if  you  think  people'  of^  my  doth  have  occasion  for 
noney  while  they  trav^  in  ih^  kingdom.  Unde- 
ceive yourself— we  aie  ev^ 'where  chearfully  re- 
ceived, have  lodging  abd.  victuals,  and  nothing  is 
asked  in  return  for  our  ^yers :  in  short,  we  never 
carry  money  ab^i^ns  on  the  road ;  but  confide 
altogether  in  Providejjn.*  "  That  wdn*tgQ  down 
with  me  (I  replied) ;  /oiir^ependance  is  cot  alto- 
gether so  visionary  ;^^')v|li^  have  always  some 
good  pislolet  in  resemlT'^Ahke  more  sure  of 
Pn>vJa«>ce.  But,  my  gam 'father  f  added  I)  let 
oi  ha'  done :  my  comrad^lm'Jiy'are  in  that  wood, 
begin  to  be  impatient ;  ^r^ve  thror  your  parse 
upoD  the  ground  instantly,  ofnkj^^  certainly  put 
you  to  death."  -^    '  '    *         %  ''' 

At  these  words,  w^||£|fiint'ri^,H'hha>nenacing 
look,  the  finar,  Reemi^a|{tir^>Vf,liis  )if^/^^-'* 
"Hold!  I  will  Baj^^.^^  i"^j  osijice  there  is  -a' 
necessity  for  it: — Orefii^||jg}i^tSuatl'ligures>faav^^- 
efiect  on  people  of  your  pr6il]^joiu"'  Sd  sa^ing^be 
pulled  from  undenicHtli  hi£"^«wS.a,rai^pur9^of 
shamoy  leather,  which  Itp'^yi^iiSJ  fapoii  thf^^^und.  *■  ' 
Then  I  told  him  he  niit'tit  roniiiiiif  his  joumey(-|l 
permission  he  did-  n'ot  give  me  the  trouble  of  jr- 
peatin^ ;  but  clapped  his  heels  to  tbe  sides  of  his 
mule,  which  belying  the  opinion  I  had  conceived 
of  her  (for  I  imagined  she  was  not  much  betta 
than  my  uncle's)  all  of  a  sudden  went  off  at  a  ^ 
pretty  round  pace,  Ai  soon  as  he  was  at  a  du> 
tance  I  aUghted,  and  taking  up  the  purse,  which 
•aemed  heavy,  mounted  again,  and  got  back  to  the 
wood  in  a  trice,  where  the  thieves  w^ted  with 
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Scarce  would  they  give  me  time  to  dismount,  so 
eager  were  they  to  embrace  me  ;  "  Courage,  G^ 
Bins !  (said  Rolando)  thou  hast  done  wondenlgyr 
have  had  my  eyes  on  thee  during  thy  exp^ilraon 
I  have  observed  thy  countenance  all  th^  time,  and 
1  prophecy  that  thou  wilt  in  time  become  an  ex« 
ceuent  highwajrman."  The*lieutenant  and  the  rest 
approved  the  prediction,  which  they  assured  me  I 
should  one  day  certainly  fulfil.  I  thanked  them 
for  the  high  idea  they  had  conceived  of  me,  and 
promised  to  do  all  that  lay  in  mjr  power  to  main- 
tain it.  '^' 

After  they  had  loaded*  niie  with  so  nluch  unde- 
served praise,  they  were  ^desirous  of  examining 
the  booty  I  had  maid^r^ .  V  Gome,  (said  they)  let  us 
see  what  there  is  itf  tife  clergyman's  pursie."— ^'  It 
ought  to  be  well  fumi|)ied  (continued  one  among 
them)  for  thote  good  fathers  don't  travel  like  pil- 
grims." The  captain  untied  the  purse,  and,  open- 
ing it,  pulled  9^iwb  or  three  handfuls  of  copper 
medals,  mixect  with 'bits  of  hallowed  wax,  and  some 
scapularies.*  At-the  sigiit.'^  such  an  uncommon 
prey,  all.  the  robhi^s  b^sl  out  into  immoderate 
fits  of  laughter.*  (*  UpdtT  gnt^ul  (cried  the  lieu- 
tilftant)  we  are  yepyvooi^i^ODnged  to  Gil  Bias  for 
having,  m  his  coup  i^essai,  performed  a  theft  so 
salillary  to  the  compahy."  This  piece  of  wit  brought 

*  on  morif.  Those  mUciieaitts,  and  he  in  particular 
Vho  had  apostatized,  began  to  be  very  merry  upon 
the  matter :  a  thousand  saUi  «  escaped  them,  that 
too  well  denoted  their  immor  Jity. — I  was  the  only 
person  that  did  not  laugh}  m  ^  mirth  being  check^ 
by  the  railers,  who  enjoyed   hemselves  at  my  ex- 

>»  pense.  Every  one  having  sb  t  his  bolt,  the  captain 
sud  to  me,  <<  In  faith,  GU  B   s,  I  advise  thee  as  a 

*  Scapularies  are  pieces  of  coniBerated  stufi^  worn  by 
priests  and  nuns. 
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friend  to  joke  no  more  with  monks,  who  are,  gene- 
rally speaking,  too  arch  and  cunning  for  such  as 
tfaee." 


CHAPTER  DL 


'  WE  remamed  in  the  wood  the  greatest  part  of 
the  day,  without  perceiving  any  traveller  that  could 
make  amends  for  the  priest.  At  last  we  left  it,,  in 
order  to  return  to  our  cavern,  confining  our  exploits 
to  that  ludicrous  event,  which  still  constituted  the 
subject  of  our  discourse,  when  we  discovered  at  a 
distance  a  coach  drawn  by  four  mules,  advancing 
at  a  brisk  trot,  and  escorted  by  three  men  on  horse- 
back, who  seemed  well  armed.  Upon  this  Rolando 
ordered  his  troop  to  halt,  and  held  a  council ;  the 
result  of  which  was,  that  they  should  attack  the 
coach.  We  were  immediately  arranged  according 
to  his  disposition,  and  marched  up  to  it  in  order 
of  batde. — In  spite  of  the  applause  I  had  acquired 
in  the  wood,  I  felt  myself  seiied  with  an  universal 
tremor,  and  immediately  a  cold  sweat  broke  out 
all  over  my  body,  which  I  looked  upon  as  no  very 
favourable  omen. — To  crown  my  good  luck  I  was 
m  the  front  of  the  line,  between  the  captain  and 
lieutenant,  who  had  stationed  me  there,  that  I 
might  accustom  myself  to  stand  fire  all  at  once. 
Rolando  observing  how  much  nature  suflered  with- 
in me,  looked  at  me  askance,  saying,  with  a  fierce 
countenance,  ^^  Har&'ee,  Gil  Bias,  remember  to  do 
thy  duty  \  for  if  thou  hang'st  an  arse,  I'll  blow  thy 
bndns  out."  I  was  too  well  persuaded  that  he 
would  keep  his  word  to  neglect  this  caution  \  for 
which  reason  I  thought  of  nothing  now  but  of  re- 
commending my  soul  to  God. 
In  the  mean  time  the  coach  and  horsemen  ap- 
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proftched,  who  knowing  what  sort  of  people  we 
were,  and  guessing  oar  design  by  our  appearance 
stopped  within  musket-shot,  and  prepared  to  re- 
ceive us ;  while  a  gentleman  of  a  good  mien,  aiid 
richly  dressed,  came  out  of  the  coach,  and  mount- 
ing a  horse  that  was  led  by  one  of  his  attendants, 
put  himself  at  their  head,  without  any  other  arms 
than  a  sword  and  a  pair  of  pistols. — ^Though  they 
Wf  re  but  four  against  nine  (the  coachman  remain- 
ing on  the  seat)  they  advanced  towards  us  with  a 
boldness  that  redoubled  my  fear;  I  did  not  fail, 
however,  though  I  trembled  in  every  joint,  to  make 
ready  to  fire  ;  but,  to  tell  the  truth  I  shut  my  eyes, 
and  turned  away  my  head,  when  I  discharged  m  v 
carabine ;  and,  considering  the  manner  in  which  it 
went  off,  my  conscience  ought  to  be  acquitted  on 
that  score. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  describe  the  action ;  for 
although  I  was  present  I  saw  nothing,  and  my 
fear,  in  confounding  my  imagination,  concealed  ' 
from  me  the  horror  of  the  spectacle  that  occasioned 
it — ^All  I  know  of  the  matter  is,  that  after.a  great . 
noise  of  firing,  I  heard  my  companions  shout,  and ' 
cry  victory !  victory !  at  that  acclamation,  the  tei^- 
ror,  which  had  taken  possession  of  my  ^enses,  dis- 
sipated, and  I  saw  the  four  horsemen  stretched 
Kfeless  on  the  field  of  battle.  On  ouj-side  w^  had 
but  one  man  killed,  and  he  was  no  other  than  the 
apostate,  who  had  met  with  his  deserts  for  his 
apostacy  and  profane  *^ests  up^  the^  sbtipularies. 
The  lieutenant  received  a  wound  iii^^e  arm ;  but 
it  was  a  very  slight  one,  the  shot  having  only 
ruffled  his  skin.  • 

Signor  Rolando  ran  immediately  to  the  door  of 
the  coacb,  in  which  there  was  a  lady  of  about  four 
or  five  and  twenty  years  of  age,  who  appeared  veiy 
handsome  notwithstanding  die  melancholy  condi- 
tion in  which  she  was,  for  she  had  swo6ned  during 
the  engagement,  and  was  no^'yet  recovered.  While 
he  was  busied  in  looking  after  her,  we  took  care  oi 
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the  booty,  beginning  with  securing  the  hones  of 
the  killed,  which,  frightened  at  the  noise  of  the 
firing,  had  ran  away,  after  having  lost  their  riden. 
As  for  the  mules  they  had  not  stin^,  although  the 
coachman  (during  the  action)  had  auitted  his  place,' 
in  order  to  make  his  escape,-— We  alighted,  and, 
unyoking,  loaded  them  with  some  trunks  we  found 
fastened  to  the  coach,  before  and  behind.  This 
being  done,  the  lady,  who  had  not.as  yet  recovered 
her  senses,  was  (by  order  of  the  captain)  taken  out 
and  placed  on  ho/seback  before  one  of  the  robbers 
that  was  best  mounted ;  after  which,  quitting  tne 
high  road,  the  coach  and  the  dead,  whom  we  had 
stripped,  we  carried  off  the  ladyi  the  mules,  and 
the  horses. 


CHAPTER  X. 


It  wa5)  within  an  hour  of  day*break  when  we 
arrived  at  our  habitation  ;  and  the  first  thing  we 
did  was  to  lead  our  beasts  into  the  stable,  where 
we  were  obliged  to  tie  them  to  the  rack,  and  take 
care  of  them  with  our  own  hands,  the  old  negro 
having  been  (three  days  before)  seized  with  a  vio- 
lent fit  of  the  goiit  and  rheumatism,  that  kept  him 
a -bed,  deprived  of  the  use  of  all  his  limbs :  the  only 
member  at  liberty  was  his  tongue,  which  he  em- 
ployed in  testifying  his  impatience,  by  the  mo9t 
norrible  execrations.  Leaving  this  miserable  wretch 
to  swear  and  blaspheme,  we  went  to  the  kitchen, 
where  our  whole  attention  was  engrossed  by  the 
lady,  and  we  succeeded  so  well  as  to  bring  her  out 
of  her  fit :  but  when  she  had  recovered  the  use  of 
her  senses,  and  saw  herself  in  the  hands  of  several 
men  whom  she  did  not  know,  she  perceived  her 
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misfertime,  and  was  seised  with  horror !  The  most 
lively  sorrow  and  direful  despair  appeared  in  bet 
eyes,  which  she  lifted  up  to  heaven  as  if  to  reproach 
it  with  the  indignities  that  threatened  her:  then 

E*ving  way  of  a  sodden  to  those  dismal  appre- 
nsions,  she  relapsed  into  a  swoon,  her  eye-lids 
closed,  and  the  robbers  imagined  that  death  would 
deprive  them  of  their  prey. — ^The  captain,  thinking 
it  more  proper  to  leave  her  to  herself  than  to  tor- 
ment her  with  their  assistance,  ordered  her  to  be 
carried  to  Leonarda's  bed,  where  she  was  left  alone, 
at  the  hasard  of  what  might  happen. 

We  repaired  to  the  hall,  where  one  of  the 
thieves,  who  had  been  bred  a  surgeon,  dressed  the 
lieutenant's  wound  :  after  which,  bring  desirous  of 
seeing  what  was  in  the  trunks,  we  found  some  of 
them  filled  with  lace  and  linen,  others  with  clothes, 
and  the  last  we  opened  contained  some  bags  full 
of  pistoles;  at  sight  of  which  the  gentlemen  con- 
cerned were  infinitely  rejoiced.  This  enquiry  being 
made,  the  cook-maid  furnished  the  side-board,  laid 
the  cloth,  and  served  up  supper. — Our  conversation 
at  first  turned  upon  tne  great  victory  we  had  ob- 
tained; and  Rolando  addressing  himself  to  me, 
**  Confess,  Gil  Bias  (said  he)  confess  that  thou 
wast  horribly  afraid."    I  ingenuously  owned,  that 
what  he  feaid  was  very  true ;  but  that  when  I  should 
have  made  two  or  three  campaigns,  I  would  fight 
like  a  knight-errant:  whereupon  dbe  whole  company 
took  my  part,  observing  that  my  fear  was  excusable ; 
that  the  action  had  been  very  hot ;  and  that,  con- 
sidering I  was  a  young  fellow  who  bad  never  smell- 
ed  gunpowder,  I  had  acquitted  myself  pretty  welL 
The  discourse  afterwards  falling  upon  the  mules 
and  horses  we  had  brought  into  our  retreat,  it  was 
agreed,  that  to-morrow  before  day  we  should  aD 
^t  out  together,  in  order  to  sell  them  at  Mansilla^ 
which  place,  in  aU  probability,  the  report  of  our 
expedition  had  not  yet  reached.    This  resolution 
being  taken,  we  finished  our  meal,  and  returned 
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into  the  kitchen  to  visit  the  lady,  whom  we  filiiiid 
stin  in  the  same  situation. — Nevertbeless,  though 
it  was  with  difficulty  we  could  perceive  any  signs 
of  liie  m  her,  some  of  the  villains  did  not  scruple  to 
regard  her  with  a  profane  eye,  and  even  to  discover 
a  brutal  desire,  which  they  would  have  satisfied 
immediately,  had  not  Rolando  prevailed  it,  repre- 
senting to  them,  that  they  ought  at  least  to  wait 
until  &  lady  should  get  the  better  of  that  of^ires- 
don  of  sorrow  which  deprived  her  of  reflection. — 
The  respect  they  had  for  their  captain  restrained 
their  incontinence,  otherwise  notUng  could  have 
saved  the  lady,  whose  honour  death  itself,  perhaps, 
would  not  have  been  able  to  secure. 

We  left  this  unfortunate  gendewoman  in  the 
same  condition  in  which  we  found  her,  Rolando 
contenting  himself  widi  laying  injunctions  on  Leo- 
narda  to  take  care  of  her,  while  every  one  retired 
into  his  own  apartment  For  ray  own  part,  as 
soon  as  I  got  to  bed,  instead  of  resigning  myself  to 
sleep,  I  did  nothing  but  think  of  this  lady's  mis- 
fortune :  I  never  doubted  that  she  was  a  person  ot 
quali^,  and  looked  upon  her  situation  as  the  more 
deplorable  for  that  reason. — ^I  could  not  without 
shuddering  represent  to  myself  the  horrors  to  which 
she  was  destined,  and  felt  myself  as  deeply  c<hi- 
cemed  for  her  as  if  I  bad  been  attached  by  blood 
or  fnend8hi|>.  At  last,  after  having  bewailed  her 
hard  fiite,  I  began  to  revolve  the  means  of  rescuing 
her  honour  from  the  danger  in  which  it  was,  and 
of  delivering  myself  at  the  same  time  from  the 
subterranean  abode. — ^I  recollected  that  the  old 
negro  was  not  in  a  condition  to  move,  and  that^ 
nnce  his  being  taken  ill,  the  cook-wench  kept  the 
key  of  the  grate. — ^This  reflection  warmed  my  imar 

f 'nation,  and  made  me  conceive  a  scheme,«which 
digested  so  well,  that  I  proceeded  to  put  it  in 
practice  immediately,  in  the  following  manner. 

Pretending  to  be  racked  with  the  colick,  I  began 
with  complaints  and  groans;  then  raising  my  voice. 
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littered  clrea4Ail  cries,  that  waked  the  robbers, 
brought  them  mstantly  to  my  bed-side.  When  they 
asked  what  made  me  roar  so  hideoasly,  I  answered 
that  I  was  tortured  with  an  horrible  colick ;  and, 
the  better  to  persuade  them  of  the  truth  of  what  I 
said,  grinded  my  teeth,  made  frightfiil  grimaces 
and  contortions,  and  writhed  myself  in  a  strange 
manner  :  then  I  became  quiet  all  of  a  sudden  as  if 
my  pains  had  given  me  some  respite. — ^In  a  moment 
after,  I  began  again  to  bounce  about  the  bed,  and 
twist  about  my  limbs;  in  a  word,  I  played  my  part 
so  well,  that  the  thieves,  cunning  as  they  were, 
allowed  themselves  to  be  deceiv^,  and  believed 
in  good  earnest  that  I  was  violently  griped.  In  a 
moment  all  of  them  were  busied  in  endeavours  to 
ease  ifie ;  one  brou^t  a  botde  of  usquebaugh,  and 
made  me  swallow  one  half  a(  it :  another,  in  spite' 
of  my  teeth,  injected  a  clyster  of  oil  of  sweet  al- 
monds ;  a  third  warmed  a  napkin,  and  applied  it 
broiling  hot  to  my  belly. — ^I  roared  for  mercy  in 
vain :  they  imputed  my  cries  to  the  colick,  and 
continued  to  make  me  suffer  real  pains,  in  attempt- 
ing to  free  me  from  one  I  did  not  feel.  At  last 
being  able  to  resist  them  no  longer,  I  was  fain  to 
tell  them  that  the  gripes  had  left  me,  and  to  con- 
jure them  to  give  me  quarter.  Upon  which  they 
left  off  tormenting  me  with  their  remedies,  and  I 
took  care  to  trouble  them  no  more  with  my  com« 
plaints,  for  fear  of  undergoing  their  good  offices  a 
second  time. 

This  scene  lasted  almost  three  hours,  after  which 
the  robbers,  judging  that  day  was  not  far  off,  pre- 

Cred  themselves  to  set  out  for  Mansilla:  I  would 
ve  got  up,  to  make  them  believe  I  was  very  de- 
rirous  of  accompanying  them ;  but  they  would  not 
suffer  me  to  rise,  Signor  Rolando  saying, ''  No, 
no,  Gil  Bias,  stay  at  home,  child ;  thy  colick  may 
return — ^thou  shalt  go  with  us  another  time ;  but 
thou  art  in  no  condition  to  -go  abroad  to  day.''  1 
was  afraid  of  insisting  upon  it  too  much,  lest  km 
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ihorid  yfeU  up  mj  reqaett^  dierefofe  1  doijr  «|h 
pesrod  very  much  mortified,  beeanse  I  could  not 
be  of  liie  party*  This  I  acted  80  naturally,  that 
tbey  Weill  out  of  the  carem  without  the  least  sus* 

ridon  of  my  design. — ^AAer  their  departore,  which 
had  endeavoured  to  hasten  by  my  prayers,  I  said 
to  myself,  *^  Now  Oil  Bias !  now  is  the  time  for 
thee  to  have  resolation  :  ann  thyself  with  courage, 
to  finish  that  which  tho«  hast  so  happily  bcgmu— 
Doningo  is  not  in  a  condition  to  oppose  thy  enter* 
prise,  and  Leonarda  caimot  hinder  its  eae<:ution»> 
-^^-Seite  this  opportuiiity  of  escaping,  than  which, 
perhaps,  thou  wilt  never  find  one  more  favour^ 
abk.'^  These  suggestions  filled  me  witb  con- 
fidenee;  I  got  up,  took  my  sword  and  pistob,  and* . 
went  towards  the  kitchen ;  but  before  I  entered, 
bearing  Leonarda  speaking,  stopped,  in  order  to* 
Bsteii*  She  was  talking  to  me  unknown  lady,  who, 
having  reeofvered  her  senses,  and  understood  the 
whole  of  her  misfortune,  wept,  in  the  utmost  bit* 
temesB  of  despair^ — "  Weep,  my  child  (said  the 
old  beMsm  to  her)  dissolve  yourself  into  tears, 
and  donU  spare  for  sighs ;  for  that  will  give  you 
ease^^— Ton  have  had  a  dangerous  qualm :  but  now, 
thei^  is  nodnng  to  fear,  since  you  shed  abundance 
of  tears. — Tour  grief  will  abate  by  little  and  little, 
and  you  will  soon  accustom  yourself  to  live  with 
our  gendemen,  who  are  men  of  honour. — ^You  will 
be  treated  Kke  a  princess,  meet  with  nothing  but 
complaisance,  and  frerii  proofs  of  afiection  every 
day. — ^There  are  a  great  many  women  who  would 
be  glad  to  be  in  your  [dace." 

I  did  not  pve  Lecmarda  time  to  proceed,  but 
emering  clapped  a  pistol  to  her  breast,  and,  with  a 
threatening  look  ccmimanded  her  to  surrender  the 
key  of  the  grate.  She  was  confounded  at  my  be- 
haviour, and,  though  almost  at  the  end  of  her  ca- 
reer, so  much  attached  to  life,  that  she  durst  not 
refuM  my  demand.  Having  got  tb€  key  in  my 
possession,  I  addressed  myself  ti>  the  afflicled  lady 
6*  VoimI.  ft 
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MQangt  ^^  Madam,  heaTen  has  sentyoa  a  ddivera^ 
rise  and  fiiUow  me,  and  I  will  conduct  yoQ  whilfaer  ^ 
loerer  yon  ihall  please  to  direct''  The  lady  did 
Bot  remain  deaf  to  my  words,  wfaich  made  such  aa 
hnpressioD  upon  her,  that  summoning  up  aU  the 
strength  she  had  left,  she  got  up,  and  throwing 
hersdf  at  my  feet,  coloured  me  to  preserve  her 
honour.  I  raised  her  and  assured  her,  that  she 
might  rely  upon  me;  then  taking  some  cords, 
wUidb  I  perceived  in  the  iutchen,  with  her  assist- 
aace,  I  tied  Leonarda  to  the  feet  of  a  large  tablet, 
swearing  that  if  she  opened  her  mouth,  i  wouh) 
kill  her  on  the  sp<ML  1  afterwards  lighted  a  flam- 
beau, and  going  with  the  stranger  inio  the  room 
where  the  gold  and  silver  was  deposited,  filled  my 
pockets  with  pistoles  and  douUe  pistoles ;  and  to 
mdoce  the  lady  to  follow  my  example,  assured  her, 
that  she  only  took  back  her  own.  When  we  had 
made  a  good  provision  of  thi»kind,  we  went  to- 
wards the  stable,  which  I  entered  alone  with  my 
pistols  cocked,  firmly  believing  that  the  old  negro^ 
m  spite  of  his  gout  and  rheumatism,  would  not 
suffer  me  to  saddle  and  bridle  my  horse  in  quieC^ 
and  fully  resolved  to  cure  him  of  all  lus  distem- 
pers, if  he  should  take  it  in  his  head  to  be  trouble- 
some :  but,  by  good  luck  he  was  so  overwhdmed 
with  the  pains  be  had  undergone,  and  those  he 
still  suffered,  that  I  brought  my  horse  out  of  tb^ 
stable,  even  without  his  seeming  to  perceive  it^ 
and  the  lady  waitmg  for  me  at  the  door,  we  thread- 
ed with  all  dispatch  the  passage  that  led  out  of  the 
cayem,  arrived  at  the  grate,  which  we  opened,  and 
ait  last  pame  to  the  trap-door,  which  we  lifted  up 
with  great  difficulty,  or  rather  the  desire  of  escapng 
lent  us  new  strength,  without  which  we  should  not 
have  been  able  to  succeed* 

Day  began  to  appear  just  as  we  found  ourselves 
delivered  fit>m  the  jaws  of  thu  abyss ;  and  as  we 
fervendy  desired  to  be  at  a  greater  distance  firom  it^ 
I  threw  myself  into  the  saddle,  the  lady  mounted 
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behind  me,  and  following  tke  firvt  path  dmt  pre- 
sented itself  at  a  round  gallop,  got  out  oftba 
forest  in  a  short  time,  and  entered  a  plain  divided 
by  several  roads,  one  of  which  we  took  at  random. 
I  was  mortally  afraid  that  it  would  conduct  us  to 
Mansilla,  where  we  might  meet  with  Rolando  and 
his  confederates ;  but  happily  my  fear  was  vain. 
We  arrived  at  the  town  of  Astorga,  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  where  people  gated  at  us  with 
extreme  attention,  as  if  it  had  been  an  extraordi- 
nary thing  to  see  a  woman  on  horseback,  ritting 
belund  a  man.  We  alighted  at  the  first  inn  we 
came  to,  where  the  first  dbing  I  did  was  to  order 
a  partridge  and  a  young  rabbit  to  die  fire ;  and 
wMle  this  was  doing,  I  conducted  the  lady  into  a 
chamber,  where  we  began  to  converse  with  one 
another;  for  we  had  rode  so  fast,  that  we  had  no 
discourse  upon  the  road.  She  shewed  how  sensible 
she  was  of  the  service  I  had  done  to  her,  and  ob- 
served, that  after  I  had  performed  such  a  generous 
action,  she  could  not  persuade  herself  that  I  was  a 
companion  of  the  thieves,  from  whom  I  had  rescued 
her.  I  told  her  my  story,  in  order  to  confirm 
the  good  opinion  she  had  conceived  of  me ;  and,  by 
that  means  engaged  her  to  honour  me  with  her 
confidence,  and  inform  me  of  her  misfortunes, 
which  she  recountedi  as  I  shall  relate  in  the  fbl* 
lowing  chapter. 


CRiPTER  Xt. 


I  WAS  bom  at  VaOadolid,  and  my  name  it 
Donna  Mencia  of  Mosquera.  Don  Martin  my 
iather,  after  having  spent  almost  his  whole  patri- 
mony in  tiie  service  of  his  king,  was  kiUed  in  Por- 
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tagBl,  i*  the  bead  of  his  own  regimenti  ajul  left 
ne  90  moderately  provided,  that  though  I  wa»  aa 
(Hdy  eUld,  I  was  far  from  being  a  good  match.  1 
did  not  want  admirers,  however,  io  spite  of  the 
lowness  of  my  fortune :  a  good  many  of  the  most 
considerable  cavaliers  in  Spain  made  their  ad-- 
dresses  to  me  ;  but  he  who  attracted  my  attention 
most,  was  Don  Alvaro  de  Mello  :  he  was  indeed 
more  handsome  than  any  of  his  rivals ;  but  more 
substantial  qualifieatioas  determined  me  in  his 
iavow;  he  was  endued  with  prudence,  probity, 
and  xaloar,  and  withal  the  most  gallant  man  in 
(he  world ;  when  he  gave  entertainments,  nothing 
eottld  be  more  elegant,  smd  when  he  ajuieared  at 
tournaments,  every  body  admired  his  vigour  and 
address :  I  {^referred  hun  therefore  to  all  others, 
and  married  him  accordingly. 

A  few  days  after  our  manriage,  he  happened  to 
meet  with  Don  Andrea  de  Baesa,  who  had  been 
one  of  bis  rivals,  in  a  private  place,  where,  quar- 
relling with  each  other,  they  came  to  blows,  and 
Don  Andrea  lost  his  life  in  the  reocoonter.  As  he 
wa^  nephew  to  the  corregidor  of  ViAadolid,  a  vio-* 
lent  man,  and  mortal  enemy  to  the  family  of  Mello^ 
Don  Alvaro  knew  he  could  not  leave  the  city  too 
soon :  he  returned  home  in  ahmry,  and  while  diey 
sidllled  bis  horse,  told  me  what  had  happened**- 
'*  My  dear  Mencia  (said  he)  we  nnist  part !  yo» 
know  the  corregidor  :  don't  let  us  then  flatter  our- 
selves, for  he  will  prosecute  me  with  the  utmost 
rancour ;  and  as  you  are  not  ignorant  of  his  credit, 
yon  know  I  cannot  be  safe  in  this  kingdom."  He 
was  so  much  penetrated  with  his  own  sorrow, 
and  with  that  whieh  lie  eaw  ttdbe  possession  of  my 
breast,  that  he  could  say  no  more ;  and  when  1 
had  prevailed  upon  him  to  furnish  himself  with 
soraeAaoney  and  jewels,  be'  clasped  me  in  his  arms, 
and,  during  a  tvliole  quarter  of  an  hour,  we  did 
nothing  bttt  mingle  our  sigbs  and  tears.  At  last, 
being  told  the  horse  was  ready,  he  tore  himself 
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from  me ;  be  defwrted  smd  left  me  in  ei  eosdiiiiHi 
not  to  be  described.  Ha]^y !  had  die  excess  lof 
my  afliction,  at  that  time,  put  an  end  to  my  life ! 
what  troubles  and  sorrows  would  my  death  have 
prevented !  Some  hours  after  Don  Alvaro  was 
gone,  the  corre^dor  being  inlormed  of  his  flight, 
ordered  him  to  be  pursued,  and  ^paijed  nodiiog  to 
have  him  in  his  power  :  but  my  husband  always 
baffled  his  punsuit,  and  kept  lumself  secure,  m 
such  a  manner  that  the  judge  fouiid  himself  obliged 
to  limit  his  revenge  to  the  sole  satisfaction  of  min* 
lag  th^  fortune  of  a  man,  whose  blood  he  wanted 
to  shed ;  his  efforts  were  not  unsnocessliil,  all  the 
effects  of  Doa  Alvaro  being  confiscated* 

Jjdft  in  the  most  afflicting  tituation,  aad  having 
scarce  wherewithal  to  subsist,  I  began  to  Mve  a 
very  solitary  life,  all  my  attendants  bdmg  redneed 
to  one  maid :  I  spent  the  d^y  in  bemoaning,  not  an 
jndigence,  which  I  could  have  borne  with  patience; 
but  the  absence  of  my  dear  husband,  whose  con- 
dition I  was  utterly  ignorant  of,  although  he  had 
promised,  in  his  last  melancholy  adieu,  that  he 
would  take  care  to  inform  me  of  his  lot,  into  what- 
ever part  of  the  world  his  cruel  &te  should  con- 
iluct  nim.  Neverthdess,  seven  long  years-  elapsed, 
without  my  hearing  the  least  fieconnt  of  him ;  and 
tfhis  uncertainty  of  his  destiny  plunged  me  into  an 
abyss  of  sorrow !  At  last  I  was  told,  that,  in  fight- 
ing for  the  king  of  Fortngal  in  Fe«,  he  had  lost  his 
life  in  battle :  a  man  lately  returned  firom  Afiric 
confirmed  this  report,  assuring  me,  that  he  wu 
perfectiy  well  acquainted  with  Don  Aivaro  de 
Mello,  had  served  with  him  in  the  Portnguese 
army,  and  even  seen  him  lall  in  the  action:  to 
ibis  he  added  many  other  drcnmistanres,  which 
persuaded  me  that  my  husband  was  no  none. 

At  tliat  time,  Don  Ambrosio  Mesia  Carryia, 
Marquis  of  Guardia,  came  to  Valladolid :  he  was 
one  of  those  old  lords,  who,  by  the  politeness 
pJlantiy  of  their  mumars,  make  people  forget 
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age,  and  eoDtiiiae  stiD  agreeable  to  the  ladies;  one 
day  hearing,  by  accident,  the  story  of  Don  Alvaro; 
and  being  desirous  of  seeing  me,  on  account  of  the 
picture  which  had  been  drawn  of  me :  for  the  satis- 
raction  of  his  curiosity,  he  engaged  one  of  my  re- 
lations, who  carried  me  to  her  house.  Seeing  me 
there,  I  had  the  fortune  to  please  him,  in  spite  of 
the  remarkable  impression  which  grief  had  made 
on  my  countenance :  but  Why  do  I  say,  in  spite  of 
h  ?  perhaps  he  was  touched  alone  by  my  sad  and 
languishing  air,  which  prepossessed  him  in  favour 
of  my  fideUty :  his  love  in  all  probability  was  the 
effect  of  my  melancholy ;  for  he  told  me  more  than 
once,  that  he  looked  upon  me  as  a  miracle  of  con- 
stancy ;  and  that,  for  tlus  reason,  be  even  envied 
the  fate  of  my  busband,  how  deplorable  soever  it 
was  in  other  respects ;  in  a  word,  he  was  struck 
at  sight  of  me,  and  bad  no  occasion  to  see  me  a 
second  time,  in  order  to  take  the  resolution  of 
making  me  his  wife. 

He  chose  the  intercession  of  my  kinswoman, 
towards  the  obtaining  of  my  consent :  she  came  to 
my  lodgings  accordmgly,  and  represented  to  me, 
that  my  husband  having  ended  his  days  in  the 
kingdom  of  Fei,  as  we  had  been  informed,  it  was 
not  reasonable  that  I  should  bury  my  charms  any 
longer ;  that  I  had  sufBciendy  bewailed  the  fate  of 
a  man,  with  whom  I  had  been  united  but  a  few 
moments ;  and  that  I  ou^t  to  profit  by  the  occa- 
sion that  now  presented  itself;  by  which  means  1 
ought  to  be  uie  happiest  woman  in  the  world. 
Then  she  extolled  the  great  femily  of  the  old  Mar- 
quis, hn  vast  estate,  and  unblemiriied  character: 
but  her  eloquence  in  displaying  the  advantages  he 
possessed  was  in  vain ;  it  was  not  in  her  power  to 
persuade  me ;  not  that  I  doubted  the  death  of  Don 
Alvaro,  or  was  restrained  by  the  fear  of  seeing  him 
agun,  when  I  should  least  expect  him ;  the  Htde 
inclination,  or  rather  the  reluctance,  I  felt  for  a 
lecond  marriage,  after  having  sufiered  so  many 
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vmtfortmet  bjr  my  first,  was  the  only  obstacle  my 
Tdation  bad  to  femove.  She  did  not  di'spair  for 
all  diat ;  'oil  the  contrary,  it  redooUed  bar  teal  for 
Don  Ambrosio ;  she  engaged  mv  wbole  family  in 
the  interesis  of  diat  lord ;  my  relations  pressed  me 
to  accept  of  snch  an  advantageous  matcb,  I  was 
every  moment  besieged,  impoil^med,  and  torment- 
ed ;  and  my  mitery  wli^b  daily  increased,  contri* 
bated  not  a  little  to  overcome  my  resistance. 

Being  unable,  therefore,  to  hold  out  any  longer, 
I  yielded  to  theirpressing  mstances,  and  married 
the  Marqob  of  Gmardia,  who,  die  dav  after  our 
nuptials  carried  me  to  a  Tery  fine  castle  whieb  he 
had,  situated  near  Burgos,  between  Gri^al  and 
B4>dillas«  He  conceiyed  the  most  violent  passion 
ton  me,  and  I  obs^ved  in  the  whcde  of  his  beha*- 
viour,  the  utmostdesire  of  pleasing  me.  His  only 
study  was  to  anticipate  my  wishes :  no  husband 
had  ever^such  a  tender  regard  for  his  wife;  and  no 
lover  ever  showed  more  conqplaisance  to  his  mis- 
tress. I  should  have  been  passionately  fond  of 
y  Don  Ambrosio,  notwithstanding  the  disproportion 
of  our  years,  had  I  been  capable  of  loving  any  one 
after  Don  Alvaro,  bdt «  constant  heart  can  never 
change.  The  endeavours  of  my  second  husband  lo 
please  me  were  rendered  inefiectual  by  the  remem- 
brance of  my  first;  so  that  I  could  only  requile 
'  his  tenderness  with  pure  sentiments  of  gratitude. » 

I  was  in  this  disposition,  when,  one  day,  taking 
the  air  at  the  window  of  my  ^lartment,  I  perceived, 
m  the  garden,  a  kind  of  p^^ant,  who  earnestly 
looked  at  me  :  thinking  he  was  the  gardener's  ser- 
vant, I  took  no  notice  of  him ;  but  next  day  being 
again  at  the  window,  I  saw  hhn  in  the  same  plaoe, 
and  be  seemed  to  view  me  with  uncommon  atten- 
tion; struck  widi  this  circumstance,  I  looked  at  him, 
in  my  turn,  and  after  having  scmie  time  considered 
I,  thought  i  recoUecled  the  features  of  die  uti- 


fortunate  Don  Alvaro !  This  apparition  raised  an 
inconceivable  tamultwidiin  me!  I  shrieked  aloud ; 
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Imt'laeklyy  dwve  ww  nobodj  pttaeat,  ampl  liM, 
who,  of  all  nj  «ervinto,  eajoyed  the  gieatestftbare 
of  my  oonfidence.  When  I  inuparted  to  her  the 
euqiicion  that  alarmed  mt,  she  langhed  atmy  ap- 
preheiisioQ,  believing  that  ny-eyes  wen  impoied 
upon  by  some  slight  resendblanoe.-**-^  Recollect 
¥o«nelf,  madam  (said  she)  and  don't  iomipne  yea 
h»ve  seen  yonr  fonner  hosband :  what  likelihood  is 
there,  diat  he  sbonid  he  here  in  the  dmss  of  a 
peasant  f  or,  indeed,  what  pvobabiMty  is  there  of  his 
being  aim!  I  will  go  down inlDlhegafden (added 
sbe).imd  talk  to  this  cooaCiyman,  and  When  I 
hum  learned  who  he  is,  eome  back  and  left  yon 
imow."  Inei  accordingly  wen^  into  the  gaiden, 
nnd  soon  after  returned  to  my  apartmeot  in  great 
amadon,  sayings  ^^  Madam,  yoot  suspicion  is  hat 
too  just!  it  is  Don  Akaro  himself  whom  yon  have 
eeen !  He  has  disoovered  himsdf^  and  demands  a 
eecMt  intermw.'' 

As  I  had,  at  that  very  time,  an  opportnn^  of 
teceiving  Don  AhrarOt  die  Marquis  being  at  Bnr- 
fpas,  i^mkred  my  maid  "to  bring  him  into  my  closet 
hyupnrale  staircase.    Ton  may  well  thmk  that 
I  was  in  a  ^lenitde  agitadeo,  and  altogether  unable 
Id  support  the  presence  of  a  man  who  liad  a  righ* 
la  kiad  me  widi  reproaches.    As  soon  as  he  ap 
peiired,  liainted  away.    Inez  and  he  flew  to  mj 
assistanee,  and  when  they  had  brought  me  out  of 
my  ewoon,  Don  Alvaro  said, "  Madam,  for  heaven's 
asdce  eoippose  yourself;  let  not  my  prescnoe  he  a 
puniriunent  to  you ;  I  have  no  intention  to  give 
Tan  the  least  pain;  I  come  not  as  a  furious  htts<- 
pand,  to  call  you  to  an  juxount  of  your  plighted 
tnkh,  and  upbraid  you  with  the  second  engage- 
flMnt  you  have  contracted:  I  know  very  well,  that 
it  was  the  work  of  your  relations;  i  am  acquainted 
with  all  the  persecutions  yon  have  iuffend  on  that 
acore :  besides,  the  report  of  my  deadi  was  spread 
all  over  Valladolid ;  and  you  had  the  more  reason 
to  believe  it  true,  :sts  no  letter  firom  me  assumd 
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yon  of  Ihi  coQiariry :  in  thert,  I  know  io  whal 
maimer  you  have  lived  sinoe  our  cniel  separation, 
ami  that  oecefirity,  rather  than  love,  ha«  thrown 
you  into  lhe  arms  oP--*." — **  Ah  sh*  h  (cried  I,  inter- 
ruptmg  him)  why  will  you  excuse  your  uidiappy 
wife !  she  is  criminal  since  you  live !  Why  am  I 
not  still  in  that  miserable  situation  in  which  I 
lived,  before  I  gave  my  hand  to  Don  Ambrorio  t 
Fatal  nuptials !  I  ahonld  then,  at  least,  have  had 
Ae  consolation  la  my  misery,  to  see  yon  again 
without  a  blush." 

^*  My  dear  Menda !  (replied  Don  Alvaro,'Wtth 
It  look  that  teoified  how  much  he  was  affiected  by 
my  tears)  I  do  not  compkdn;  and  far  from  re* 
proaching  you  witii  the  splendid  condition  in 
which  I  find  you,  by  aU  my  topes  I  thank  hearen 
for  it ;  since  the  mehuicboly  day  of  my  departure 
from  Valladolid  fate  has  been  always  adverse,  and 
my  life  but  a  chain  of  misfortunes ;  and,  to  crown 
my  misery,  it  never  was  in  my  power  to  kt  you 
hear  from  me !  Too  confident  of  your  love,  I  tn- 
cessantly  represented  to  myself  die  condition  to 
which  my  fatal  tendomess  nsKl  rsduced  you.  My 
imagination  painted  Donna  Mencia  in  her  tears ; 
you  5ns  the  greatest  of  aU  my  misfiMrtunes,  and 
sometimes,  I  must  confess^  I  have  looked  upon 
myself  as  a  crimincd,  in  having  bad  the  good  for* 
tune  to  please  you :  I  have  wished  that  your  affec* 
ticHis  b»d  inclined  towards  some  one  of  my  rivak, 
rince  the  preference  you  gav«  to  me  had  cost  you 
so  dear*  Nevertheless,  a&r  seven  years  of  la&r- 
ingp  more  in  love  than  ever,  I  was  resolved  to  see 
you.  I  cottU  not  resist  this  desire,  which  at  the 
end  of  a  long  slavery,  having  an  opportunity  to 
satisfy  I  went  in  this  disguise,  to  Valladolid,  at 
the  hasard  of  my  life ;  there  bemg-  informed  of 
every  thing,  I  came  hither,  and  Ugmnd  meMU  in 
introduce  myself  into  die  femily  of  the  gardener, 
who  has  hired  me  to  work  under  him.    You  see 

in  what  manner  I  have  condmued  myself  to  obtain 
D  IToL.  I.  7 
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tUt  private  interview ;  but  do  not  imagine  that  my 
design  is  to  disturb  the  felicity  you  enjoy,  by 
remaining  in  this  place.  No !  I  love  von  more 
than  myself;  I  have  the  utmost  regard  for  your 
repose ;  and  now  that  I  have  had  the  melancholy 
satisfaction  of  conversing  with  you,  will  go  and 
f  nish,  at  a  distance,  that  miserable  life,  which  I 
sacrifice  to  your  quiet'' 

**  No,  Don  Alvaro  !  no !  (cried  I,  at  these  words) 
I  will  not  suffer  you  to  leave  me  a  second  time! 
I  will  go  along  with  yon,  and  death  alone  shall 
divide  us !" — ''Take  my  advice  fsaid  he)  and  live 
with  Don  Ambrosio ;  do  not  associate  yourself  with 
my  misfortunes,  but  leave  me  alone  to  support  the 
weight  of  them."  He  said  other  things,  to  die 
same  purpose  ;  but  the  more  he  seemed  willing  to 
sacrifice  himself  to  my  happiness,  I  felt  myself  the 
less  disposed  to  consent  to  it ;  and  when  he  saw 
me  firmly  resolved  to  follow  him,  he-  changed  his 
one  all  of  a  sudden,  and  assuming  a  more  serene 
air,  said,  **  Madam,  since  you  have  still  so  muth 
love  for  Don  Alvaro,  as  to  prefer  his  misery  to  the 
prosperity  you  now  enjoy,  let  us  go  and  live  at 
Betancos,  at  the  farther  end  of  the  kingdom  of 
Oallicia,  wliere  I  have  a  secret  retreat  Although 
my  misfortunes  have  ruined  my  estate,  they  have 
not  yet  deprived  me  of  friends :  I  have  stiU  some 
faithful  ones  remaining,  who  have  put  me  in  a 
condition  to  carry  you  off:  by  their  assistance  I 
have  provided  a  coach  at  Zamora,  bought  mules 
and  horses,  and  am  accompanied  by  three  resolute 
Gallicians,  armed  with  carabines  and  pistols,  who 
BOW  wait  for  my  orders  at  the  village  of  RodiUas. 
Let  us  therefore  f  added  he)  take  the  advantage  of 
Don  Ambrosio's  aosence :  I  will  order  the  coach  to 
come  to  the  casde-gate,  and  we  will  set  out  instant- 
ly."— ^I  consented :  Don  Alvaro  flew  to  Rodillas, 
fUMl  returned  in  a  short  time,  with  his  three  at- 
tendants, to  carry  me  off  from  the  midst  of  my 
woBien,  who  not  knowing  what  Co  think  of  this 


ADT£NT0RSS  OF  OIL  ELAS.  76 

«veiil|  mi  all  away  in  the  atmast  coostemalion ; 
Ines  alone  wa«  privy  to  it,  but  refused  to  attach 
her  fortune  to  nuney  because  she  was  in  love  with 
the  valet  de  chambre  of  Don  Ambro&io, 

I  got  into  the  coach  with  Don  Alvaro,  carrying 
nothing  with  me  but  my  own  clothes,  and  some 
Jewels  I  had  before  my  second  marriage;  for  I 
would  take  nothing  that  the  Marquis  had  given 
ne,  on  that  ocoasion.  We  took  the  road  to  Gal- 
lick,  without  knowing  if  we  should  be  so  happy  as 
to  reach  it,  having  reason  to  fear  that  Don  Am- 
brosio,  at  his  return,  would  pursue  us  with  a  great 
number  of  people  and  overtake  us.  Nevertheless,  , 
.we  continued  our  journey  two  davs,  without  seeing 
me  horseman  behind  us ;  and  m  hopes  that  the 
third  would  pass  in  the  same  manner,  were  con- 
vening with  each  other  in  great  tranquillity ;  Don 
Alvaro  had  just  recounted  the  melancholy  adven* 
ture  which  had  given  rise  to  the  report  of  his 
death;  and  how,  after  having  been  a  slave  five 
years,  he  had  recovered  his  liberty ;  when  yester- 
day, OD  the  road  to  Leon,  we  met  those  thieves, 
with  whom  you  was  in  company :  he  is  the  person 
whom  tliey  murdered,  with  all  his  attendants,  and 
for  whom  these  my  tears  are  shed. 


CHJlPTER  Xn. 


DoKNA  Mencia  having  ended  her  relation, 
shed  a  torrent  of  tears,  while  I,  letting  her  ^e 
free  vent  to  her  sighs,  wept  also ;  so  natural  is  it 
to  interest  one's  self  for  the  unfortunate,  especially 
fer  a  fine  lady  in  distress.  I  was  going  to  ask 
what  she  intended  to  do  in  the  present  conjunc- 
ture, and  perh^)s  she  was  about  to  consult  me  on 
the  same  subject ;  when  our  conversation  was  in- 


?6  ADVENTORES  OF  GIL  BLA8. 

tefi'upled  by  a  great  noifte  in  dM  inn,  wki€l^  ia 
spite  of  vtBj  attracted  our  atleatiQiL  Tlib  noiie 
was  occasioned  by  tiie  arrival  of  the  corregidoTi 
followed  by  two  algaasils  *  and  a  guard,  who,  with* 
out  any  ceremony,  entered  the  room  where  we 
were.  A  gentleman  who  accompanied  them  ap* 
proached  me  first,  and  examining  my  dress  had 
no  occasion  to  hesitate  long,  but  cried,  ^  By  St 
Jago !  this  is  my  individual  donblet,  as  easy  to  be 
known  again  as  my  horse:  yon  may  apprehend  diis 
gallant  on  my  testimony,  he  is  one  cir  the  thieves 
who  have  an  unknown  retreat  somewhere  in  thii 
country." 

At  this  discourse,  by  which  I  understood  he  wns 
the  gentleman  who  had  been  robbed,  and  whose 
spoils  I  was  unluckily  in  possession  o^  I  was 
surprised,  confounded,  and  dismayed !  the  cori^ 
(^dor,  whose  office  obliged  him  to  put  a  bad  con*- 
struction  on  my  disorder,  rather  than  interpret  it 
Ikvourably,  concluded  that  I  was  not  accused  wkfa* 
out  reason,  and  presuming  dial  the  lady  might 
be  an  accompHce,  ordered  us  tie  be  imprisoned  se* 
paratdy.  Thk  judge,  far  from  bdng  one  of  those 
who  assume  a  stem  countenance,  was  all  softness 
and  smiles ;  but  God  knows  if  he  was  a  bit  the 
better  for  that ;  for  I  was  no  sooner  committed, 
than  he  came  into  the  gaol  with  his  two  terriers, 
I  mean  the  alguazils;  who  (not  forgetting  their 
laudable  custom)  began  to  rummage  me  in  k  mo- 
ment. What  a  glorious  windfall  was  this  for  those 
honest  gentlemen  I  I  do  not  believe  that  ever 
^^  got  such  a  booty  before:  at  every  handful 
of  pistoles  they  pulled  out,  I  saw  their  eves 
^arkle  with  joy ;  the  corregidor,  in  particniari 
was  transported  !  <^  Child  (said  be,  with  a  voice 
AiU  of  meekness)  we  must  do  our  duty,  but  be 
not  afraid :  if  thou  art  innocent,  thou  shalt  sustain 


*  Alguaalfl  are  attendants  of  justiee,  whose  ofllee 
Ues  Oat  of  our  bsiliffik 
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BO  hMtt.**  In  the  mean  time^  with  all  tbeir  gen- 
deneesy  tiiey  emptied  ny  pockeH,  and  even  robbed 
me  of  thai  which  the  thieves  had .  respectedi  I 
nean  my  unele'a  forty  ducats:  their  greedy  and 
UMlefiidgable  hands  seardied  me  from  bead  to  foot; 
ibey  tamed  me  aboat  on  all  sides,  and  even  strip- 
ped me  to  see  if  I  bad  any  monev  between  my 
ihirt  and  my  skin.  Whn  they  had  dszteroosly  ac- 
qoitted  themselves  in  this  manner,  I  was  interro* 
gated  by  the  corregidor,  to  whom  I  ingenoondy 
feconated  every  thing  that  hod  hanppened  to  me. 
He  ordered  my  deporition  to  be  taken  in  writings 
and  then  went  away  with  his  attendants  and  my 
cmn,  leaving  me  entirely  naked  among  straw. 

**  O  life!  (cried  I,  when  I  found  myself  alone  in 
this  condition)  how  full  of  capricious  accidents  and 
disi^pointmeBts  art  thou !  Since  1  left  Oviedo,  I 
have  met  with  nothing  bat  nusfortunes !  Scarce 
had  I  got  out  of  one  danger,  when  I  fell  into  an* 
Other !  and  when  I  came  into  this  towUf  I  was  far 
from  thinking  that  I  diouki  so  soon  become  ac» 
^pminted  with  the  corregidor/'  While  I  made  these 
vain  reflections,  I  put  on  again  the  cursed  doublet 
and  the  rest  of  the  dress  wUch  my  evil  geojus  had 
lent  me ;  then  exhortittg  myself  to  take  courage, 
^  Come,  Gil  Bias  (said  I  to  mysdf)  show  thy  forti« 
tnde :  it  shall  ill  become  thee  to  despair  in  an  ordi- 
nary prison,  after  having  put  thy  patience  to  such  a 
severe  trial  in  the  subterranean  abyss !  But,  alas !" 
added  I  (in  a  sorrowful  tone)  <^  I  abuse  myself; 
how  shall  I  escape  from  hence,  when  I  am  utterly 
deprived  of  the  means!''  In  effect,  I  had  too  good 
reason  to  say  so  ;  for  a  prisoner  without  money  is 
Uie  a  bird  whose  wings  are  cli(^»ed« 

Instead  of  the  partridge  and  rabbit  I. had  be- 
spoke, they  brought  to  me  a  little  brown  bread  and 
a  pitcher  of  water,  and  left  me  to  Bret  at  leisure  in 
a  dungeon,  where  I  remained  fifteen  whole  days, 
wathont  seeing  a  human  creature,  except  the  turn* 
key,  who  came  every  morning  to  renew  my  pro- 
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viftion.  As  ofteir  as  I  saw  him  t  endeavomtd  to* 
speak  and  enter  into  conversation  with  liim,  in 
order  to  divert  me  a  little  :  but  this  venerable  per^ 
son  made  no  answer  to  what  I  said  ;  I  could  not 
extract  one  word  from  him,  nay,  for  the  most  part, 
he  came  in  and  went  out,  without  so  much  as 
deigning  me  a  look.  On  die  sixteenth  day,  the 
corregidor  coming  in,  said,  <*  Thou  mayest  now 

rve  a  loose  to  joy.  I  bring  thee  agreeable  tidings, 
have  ordered  the  lady  who  was  along  with  thee 
to  be  conducted  to  Burgos.  I  examined  her  before 
her  departure,  and  her  answers  have  exculpated 
thee.  Thou  shah  be  enlarged  this  very  day,  pro* 
vided  that  the  muleteer,  with  whom  (as  thou- 
sayest)  thou  camest  from  Pennaflor  to  Cacabelos, 
confirms  thy  deposition.  He  is  now  at  Astorga, 
and  I  have  sent  for  him;  and  if  he  agrees  with 
thee  in  the  adventure  of  the  rack,  I  will  instantly 
set  thee  free!"  ^ 

These  words  gave  me  infinite  joy!  riooke<I^ 
upon  myself  as  already  acquitted ;  I  thanked  the  ^ 
judge  for  his  just  and  expeditious  decision,  and 
had  not  quite  finished  my  compliment,  when  the 
carrier,* conducted  by  two  soldiers,  arrived:  I  re- 
membered his  face  immediately;  but  he,  having 
witfkout  doubt  sold  my  portmanteau,  and  all  that 
was  in  it,  was  afraid  of  being  obliged  to  restore 
the  money  he  had  received  for  it,  if  he  should  own 
that  he  knew  me;  and  therefore  affirmed,  with 
astonishing  assurance,  that  for  from  knowing  me, 
he  had  never  seen  me  before  !*'  "  Ah  traitor  (cried 
I)  rather  confess  that  thou  hast  sold  my  goods; 
and  bear  witness  to  the  truth :  look  at  me  again. 
I  am  one  of  the  young  people  whom  you  threaten- 
ed with  the  torture  at  the  borough  of  Cacabekw, 
and  fnghtened  very  much.*'  The  carrier  answered 
coldly,  that  I  talked  of  an  afiair  of  which  he  was 
utterly  ignorant ;  and  as  he  maintained  to  the  last 
that  I  was  unknown  to  him,  my  enlu^ement  was 
deferred  till  another  time :  so  titat  I  was  obliged 
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to  aim  myself  with  patience  a*iieWy  and  resolve  to 
regale  myself  still  wtth  my  bread  and  water,  and 
the  sight  of  a  silent  torcJkey. — ^The  thoughts  of 
being  enable  to  free  myself  from  the  daws  of 
jnstice,  althou^  I  was  not  guilQr  of  the  least 
crime,  threw  me  into  despair!  I  wished  myself 
again  in  the  cavern,  <*  where  in  the  main  (said  I  to 
myself)  I  was  less  disagreeably  ntaatsd  than  in 
dus  dungeon  f  there  I  ate  and  drank  in  plenty, 
conversed  with  Hbe  robbers,  and  lived  in  the  sweet 
hope  of  making  my  escape  ^  instead  of  which,  not« 
withstanding  my  innocence,  I  shall  perhaps  think 


myself  happily  quit,  to  get  out  of  tins  place,  in 
order  to  be  sent  to  the  gaUcys/' 


CHAPTER  Xni. 


While  I  passed  my  days  in  entertaining  myself 
with  these  reflections,  my  adventures,  such  as  they 
appeared  in  my  deporition,  spread  all  over  the 
tof^ ;  upon  wUch  many  people  being  curious  to 
see  me,  came  and  presented  themselves,  one  after 
another,  at  a  small  chink  throagb  which  the  light 
was  conveyed  into  my  prison,  and  after  having 
observed  me  for  some  time,  went  away.  I  was 
surprised  at  this  novelty ;  for  since  the  day  of  my 
imprisonment,  I  had  not  before  seen  a  livinpsoid 
at  that  window,  which  served  to  enUgfalen  a  omxtt 
where  horror  reigned  in  silence,  wiessing  from 
this  that  I  made  some  noise  in  town,  I  SA  not 
know  whether  to  interpret  it  as  a  good  or  bad 
omen. 

One  of  the  first  that  c^ered  themselves  to  my 
view  was  die  litde  ballad-singer  of  Mondonedo, 
who,  having  been  equally  afraid  of  the  torture,  had 
fled  as  well  as  I. — I  knew  him  again  immediately, 
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wmi  at hedid  not  pfctend  to  hmVe  forgot  nc^  we 
saluted  ooe  another,  and  falling  into  ft  loag  co»- 
▼arsadon,  I  was  obliged  to  repeat  my  adventiirei 
a*new :  (or  Us  part  he  infionned  mo  of  what  had 
happened  at  the  uin  at  Cacabeloa,  between  the 
carrier  and  the  new-married  wife,  afier  we  bad 
been  driven  away  by  a  panic :  in  a  word,  he  ac- 
qnainted  me  with  the  whole  of  what  I  have  already 
rehearsed  on  that  subject  Afterwards  taking  leave, 
of  me  for  the  present,  he  promised,  withoat  loss  of 
time,  to  labonr  for  my  deliverance }  and  every  body 
who -came  (as  he  did)  through  cariosity,  seemed 
afected  with  my  misfortmie,  and  even  assured  me, 
that  they  would  join  the  little  ballad^inger,  and 
do  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  procure  my  en- 
largement; 

They  kept  thar  promise  effectually,  and  spoke 
in  my  behalf  to  the  corregidor,  who  no  longer 
doubdng  my  innocence,  especially  when  the  bal- 
lad-singer had  told  him  what  he  knew  of  the  mat- 
ter, at  die  end  of  three  weeks  came  into  the  prison, 
and  said,  "  Gil  Bias,  I  don't  choose  lo  protract 
things:  go,  thou  art  fim,  and  may'st  quit  the  prison 
when  thou  wilt  But  tell  me  (pursued  he)  if  thou 
diould'st  be  brouf^  to  the  wood  in  which  the 
subterranean  retreat  is,  couldst  thou  not  find  it 
out  ?"— ''  No,  Sir  (I  rq^ ;)  for  as  I  went  in  at 
night,  and  came  out  before  day,  it  would  be  im- 
pMsible  for  me  to  fix  man  the  spot"  Upcm  this 
the  judge  withdrew,  telling  me,  that  be  was  going 
t»  order  the  turnkey  to  set  the  prison  doors 
open  for  me.— In  effect  the  gader  eame  into  my 
dongeon  a  moment  after,  with  <me  of  Us  men 
carrying  a  bundle  of  clothes;  and  stripping  me 
(widi  a  grave  and  silent  air)  of  my  doublet  and 
breeches,  which  were  made  of  fine  cloth,  and  al- 
most new,  they  pat  me  on  a  shabby  footman's 
ff odi,  and  pushed  me  out  by  the  shoulders. 

The  joy  that  prisoners  commonly  foel  m  recover* 
ing  their  liberty  was  modoraled  by  my  cmfiision 
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111  setfaig  mjwtf  80  poorly  equipped ;  aad  I  was 
tiefeiipied  to  leave  the  town  instantly,  that  I  m^hl 
withdrHw  omelf  from  the  eyes  of  the  peoj^ey 
whose  looks  I  could  scarce  endure :  but  my  gratis 
tnde  got  the  better  of  my  shame  :  J  went  to  thank 
the  bsdlad-stnger,  to  whom  I  was  so  much  obliged; 
and  he  could  not  help  laughing  when  he  saw  me.-* 
**  What  a  strange  figure  you  are !  (said  he)  Jostles 
I  see  has  been  done  you  in  all  her  forms." — *^I 
do  not  complain  of  justice  (I  replied)  she  is  most 
equitable :  1  wish  only  that  all  her  officers  were 
honest  men.  They  ought  at  least  to  have  spared 
my  clothes,  which  I  timik  I  paid  for  pretty  hand* 
somely." — ^*  I  dnnk  so  too  (said  he)  but  they  will 
ttA\  you,  these  are  formalities  which  must  be  ob*- 
served.  What  do  you  think  (for  example)  thsa 
your  horse  has  been  restored  to  the  right  owner  f 
Not  at  all ;  I  assure  yon  he  is  now  actually  in  the 
stable  of  the  toWn-derk,  where  he  has  been  depo» 
sited  as  a  proof  of  the  robbery ;  and  I  don't  believe 
the  poor  gentleman  will  ever  retrieve  so  mach  as 
the  crapper. — ^But  let  us  sUft  our  discourse  (coi»- 
tbued  be)  what  is  your  design ;  What  scheme  do 
y^u  intend  to  prosecute  at  present  ?"-^<^  I  waat'to 

r>  to  Burgos  (said  l\  in  order  to  find  out  tbe  lady 
delivered,  woo  will  give  me  a  Aw  pistides,*  win 
which  I  will  purchase  a  new  cassock,  and  repair  tb 
Sahunanca,  where  I  will  endeavour  to  nrake  mv 
Latin  turn  to  some  advantage.    All  !•  am  concenml 


at  is^  that  I  am  ut  some  distance  from  Baivos,  and 
ahall  want  subsbtence  on  the  road."— ^^^  I  under- 
stand you  (he  replied)  here  iS'  my  purse  s-^^'tis, 
indeed,  a  little  low ;  but  a  baUadniinger,  you  know, 
IS;  not  a  bbhop/'  At  the  same  time  be  slipped  it 
iBCH  my  band  so  cheerfidly,  diat  I  oouU  not  for 
my  soul  lefose  the  offisr,  such  as  it  was*  I  tksnkad 
kiin  as  much  as  if  he  had  given  me  all  the  gold  hi 
Pern,  and  made  a  thousand  professions  of  servieei, 
wUoh  I  nev«  had  an  opportuniiy  to  perforoi. 
Tlien  biddfaigfaim  forewell,  I  left  the  tcywa,  widt- 
D  £  Vol.  L  s 
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out  baYing  visited  those  other  perfOM  who  htfi 
contributed  to  my  enlargement ;  contenting  myielf 
vith  bestowing  upon  them  in  my  own  thoaghts  • 
thousand  benedictions. 

The  little  ballad-singer  was  in  the  right  to  speak 
modestly  of  his  purse,  in  which  I  found  very  little 
money :  but  happily  for  me,  I  had  been  used  two 
months  to  a  very  frugal  diet ;  and  I  had  still  some 
rials  left,  when  I  arrived  at  the  borough  of  Ponte 
de  Mula,  which  is  but  a  little  way  from  Burgos. 
Here  I  halted  to  enquire  about  Donna  Menda,  and 
ffmng  into  an  inn,  the  mistress  of  which  was  a 
Ottle,  lean,  fierce,  insolent  creature,  I  perceived  at 
once,  by  the  disdainful  look  she  darted  me,  that  my 
frock  was  not  at  all  to  her  liking ;  a  disgust  which 

1  forgave  witli  all  my  heart.— I  sat  down  at  table 
where  I  eat  some  bread  and  cheese,  and  swallowed 
a  few  draughts  of  execrable  wine,  which  they 
brought  for  me ;  and  during  this  repast,  which  was 
very  well  suited  to  my  dress,  I  wanted  to  enter 
into  conversation  widi  my  landlady. — ^I  begged 
her  to  tell  me  if  she  knew  the  Marquis  of  Gnardia ; 
if  his  castle  was  far  from  the  borough ;  and,  in 
particular,  if  she  had  heard  what  was  become  of 
ibemuchionesi  his  lady?  ^^Tou  ask  a  great  many 
questions,"  (replied  she,  with  a  scornful  look.)  She 
told  me  however  (though  with  a  very  bad  grace) 
that  the  castle  of  Don.  Ambrosio  was  but  a  short 
league  from  Ponte  de  Mula.  • 

When  I  had  done  eating  and  drinking  (it  being 
by  this  time  pretty  late)  I  expressed  a  desire  of 
going  to  rest,  and  bade  them  show  me  into  a  bed* 
chandler.  ^*  Abed-chamber  for  you !  (said  the  land- 
lady, darting  at  me  a  look  full  of  haughtiness  and 
contempt)  I  have  no  bed-chambers  for  people  who 
sup  on  a  morsel  of  cheese. — ^All  my  beds  are  be- 
|>oke :— I  expect  gentlemen  of  importance  to  lodge 
here  to  night;  so  that  all  I  can  do  for  you  is  to 
quarter  you  in«ihe  bam;  and  it  won't,  i$VLjppo9e^ 
be  the  first  time  you  have  slept  upon  straw."    She 


ADVENTURES  OF  GIL  BtAS.  « 

did  not  know  bow  true  she  spoke  ;  biit  I  made  no 
feply,  and  verj^  wisely  condesoended  to  sneak  into 
the  straWy  where  m  a  very  short  time  I  slept  likt 
one  who  had  sofiered  mach  fatigue. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


I  DID  not  lie  a-bed  like  a  sluggard  next  moni» 
ing,  but  went  to  reckon  with  my  landlady,  who 
seemed  less  proud  and  snappish  than  she  had  been 
the  night  before ;  a  change  that  I  ascribed  to  the 

E presence  of  three  honest  soldiers  belonging  to  the 
oly  brotherhood,  who  conversed  with  her  in  a 
very  familiar  manner.-^— They  had  lodged  all  night 
at  the  inn,  and  it  was,  doubtless,  for  these  geude- 
men  of  importance,  that  all  the  beds  had  been  be- 
spoke. 

Enquiring  in  the  borough  the  way  to  the  castle 
whither  I  wanted  to  go,  I  addressed  myself  by  ac- 
tident  to  a  man  of  the  character  of  my  landlord  at 
Pennaflor :  not  ccmtented  with  answering  the  ques* 
tion  I  asked,  he  let  me  know  that  Don  Ambrosio 
was  dead  three  weeks  ago,  and  that  the  mar* 
chioness  hb  lady  had  redred  into  a  convent  at 
Burgos,  which  he  named. — ^I  repaired  immediately 
to  that  city,  instead  of  following  the  road  to  the 
eastle,  as  I  formerly  intended,  and  flying  directly 
to  the  convent  where  she  was,  begged  the  favour 
of  the  portress  to  tell  her  that  a  young  man,  ju«t 
released  from  the  gaol  of  Astorga,  desired  to  speak 
with  her.  The  nun  went  immediately  to  do  what 
I  desired,  and  returning,  introduced  me  into  a 
pailour,  where  I  had  not  been  long  when  I  saw 
the  widow  of  Don  Ambrosio  appear  at  the  grate  in 
deep  mourning. 
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**  Ton  are  welcome  (said  the  lady  to  me) ;  fear 
days  ago  I  wrote  to  a  person  at  Astorga,  aesuimr 
him  to  go  to  you  from  me,  and  tell  you  that  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  yon,  as  soon  as  you  should 
be  released ;  and  I  did  not  doubt  of  your  being 
enlarged  in  a  very  little  time,  what  I  said  to  the 
corregidor  in  your  behalf  having  been  sufficient  for 
that  purpose. — ^In  answer  to  this  he  wrote,  that  you 
had  recovered  your  liberty,  but  nobody  knew  whi- 
ther you  was  gone  ^  so  diat  I  was  afraid  I  should 
never  see  yon  again,  and  consequend  v  be  deprived 
of  the  pleasure  of  manifesting  my  gratitude. — ^Don't 
be  ashamed  (added  she,  observing  my  confusion  on 
account  of  appearing  before  her  in  such  a  miserable 
dress)  let  not  your  present  condition  give  you  the 
least  uneasiness.  After  the  important  service  you 
have  done  me,  I  should  be  the  most  ungrateful  of 
all  women,  if  I  neglected  to  do  something  for  yon : 
I  intend  to  extricate  you  out  of  the  wretched  situa- 
tion in  which  you  are :  it  is  my  duty,  and  I  am  able 
to  perform  it — ^the  considerable  wealth  I  im  now 
mistress  of  empowering  me  to  acquit  myself  towards 
you,  without  incommoding  myself. 

*'  Ton  know  ^continued  she)  my  adventures  to 
the  day  on  whicn  we  were  both  imprisoned  ;  and  I 
mU  tell  you  what  has  happened  to  me  since.-— 
When  the  corregidor  of  Astorga  had  ordered  me 
to  be  conducted  to  Burgos,  after  having  heard  from 
my  mouth  a  faitiifiil  relation  of  my  story,  I  repair- 
ed to  Don  Ambrosio's  castle,  where  my  return  oe« 
casioned  extreme  surprise,  tiiough  I  was  told  it 
was  too  late  :  for  the  marquis,  thunderstruck  A 
the  news  of  my  flight,  had  fallen  ill,  and  the  phy«* 
sicians  despair^  of  his  life.  This  was  fresh  cause 
for  me  to  complain  of  the  rigour  of  my  frite :  neveN 
theless,  having  advertised  him  of  my  arrival,  I 
ntered  his  chamber,  tod  running  to  his  bed«-side| 
threw  myself  on  my  knees,  my  face  biithed  in  teen, 
and  my  heart  oppressed  with  the  most  affictiBg 
!_What  brings  you  hidier  (said  he,  when  he 
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perceived  me^  Are  you  come  to  contemplate  your 
own  work  ?  Was  It  not  sufficient  for  you  to  depri%'e 
me  of  life,  but  you  must  also  have  die  satisfaction 
of  being  an  eye-witness  of  my  death  ?'—:',  No,  my 
lord,  (I  replied)  Ines  must  have  told  ypu  that  1 
iled  with  my  husband ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
dismal  accident  which  has  robbed  me  of  him,  you 
.never  should  have  seen  me  again !'  At  the  same 
time  I  let  him  know  duU  Don  Alvaro  had  been 
murdered  by  robbers,  who  afterwards  carried  me 
into  their  subterranean  retreat ;  and,  in  short,  in- 
formed him  of  all  that  had  happened : — ^When  I 
had  done  speaking,  Don  Ambrosio  stretched  out 
his  hand  to  me,  saying,  with  the  utmost  tender- 
nes&T-'  I  am  satisfied-^!  cease  to  complain : — ^Why 
should  I  reproach  you !  having  found  again  a  hus- 
band whom  you  dearly  loved,  you  abandoned  me 
to  follow  his  fortune:  ought  I.  to  blame  you  for 
such  a  conduct?  No,  madam,  I  should  have  been 
m  the  wrong  to  murmur  at  it,  therefore  wonld  not 
suffer  you  to  be  pursued:  I  revered  the  sacred 
rights  of  your  ravisher,  and  even  your  inclinatioa 
towards  hinui— In  fine,  I  do  you  justice;  and,  by 
your  return,  you  have  retrieved  all  my  tenderness! 
Yes,  my  dear  Mencia,  your  presence  overwhelm! 
me  with  joy!  but,  alas!  U  will  not  last  long.  I 
feel  my  last  hour  approaching !  Scarce  are  you  re^ 
stored  to  my  arms,  when  I  most  bid  you  an  eternal 
adieu*'  At  these  affecdng  words,  my  tears  re* 
doubled!  I  felt  and  expressed  an  immoderate 
affliction !  I  question  if  the  death  of  Don  Alvaro, 
^hom  I  adored,  had  cost  me  more  sighs!  Don 
Ambrosio's  presage  of  his  own^death  was  but  top 
true:  he  expired  next  day;  and  I  remained  mistress 
of  a  considerable  estate  which  he  had  settled  upon 
me,  at  our  marriage.  I  intend  to  make  no  bad  use 
of  it*  The  world  shall  not  see  ne  (though  I  am 
till  young)  tiirow  myself  into  the  arms  of  a  third 
biisband ;  for,  besides  thaX  I  think  such  a  conduct 
Vol.  L  8 
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would  be  inconsistent  with  the  virtue  and  delicaejr 
of  niy  sex,  I  own  I  have  no  longer  any  jrelish  for 
the  world ;  but  design  to  end  my  days  in  this  con- 
vent, and  become  a  benefactress  to  it" 

Suchf^ii^as  the  discourse  of  Donna  Mencia,  who, 
taking  out  a  purse  from  under  her  robe,  put  it  in 
my  hand,  saying,  **  Here  are  an  hundred  ducats, 
which  I  give  you  only  to  buy  clothes :  come  and 
tee  me  again,  after  you  have  equipped  'yourself; 
for  I  do  not  intend  to  confine  my  gratitude  within 
such  narrow  bounds."  I  gave  the  lady  a  thousand 
thanks ;  and  swore  I  would  not  part  from  Burgos 
without  taking  leave  of  her :  after  this  oath,  which 
I  had  no  intention  to  break,  I  went  in  quest  of  an 
inn,  and  going  into  the  first  I  perceived,  demanded 
a  room,  telling  the  landlord  (to  pre\'ent  the  bad 
opinion  he  might  conceive  of  me,  from  the  shabby 
frock)  that  notwithstanding  my  appearance,  I  was 
in  a  condition  to  pay  handsomely  for  my  lodging. 
At  diese  words,  the  inn-keeper,  whose  name  was 
Majuelo,  naturally  a  great  wag,  survejdngme  from 
top  to  bottom,  answered  dryly,  with  a  sarcastic 
sneer,  there  was  no  occasion  for  such-  an  assurance, 
to  persuade  him  that  I  should  spend  like  a  prince 
in  his  house :  for  he  discovered  something  noble  in 
me,  by  my  dress ;  and,  in  short,  did  not  doubt  that 
I  was  a  gentleman  of  very  independent  fortune. 
I  could  easily  perceive  that  the  rascal  rallied  me, 
and  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  his  witticisms, 
shewed  my  purse.  I  even  counted  my  ducats  on  a 
table  before  him,  and  observing  that  my  coin  alter- 
ed his  opinion  very  much  in  my  favour,  desired 
he  would  recommend  me  to  a  taylor.  ^'  You  had 
better  (said  he)  send  for  a  broker,  who  will  bring 
along  with  him  all  kinds  of  apparel  ready  made, 
and  fit  you  in  a  trice."  I  approved  of  his  advice, 
«id  resolved  to  follow  it :  but  the  day  being  near 
a  close,  deferred  my  purchase  till  next  morning, 
and  thought  of  nothing  but  making  a  good  supper, 
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to  iodemnify  me  (or  the  sorry  meak  I  bad  nade 
smoe  my  ddiverance  from  the  cayeni 


.'^ 
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Thxt  brovght  for  my  tapper  a  huge  fricassee 
of  sheep^trotters,  which  I  picked  to  the  bones ;  and 
having  drank  -in  proportion,  betook  mys^  to  reit. 
As  I  had  the  convenienee  of  a  good  bed,  I  was  in 
hopes  of  enjoying  a  sound  sleep :  but  for  all  thai 
could  not  dose  my- eyes;  my  thoughts  being  en- 
grossed in  determining  upon  the  dreas  I  was  to 
•choose.  '^  What  must  I  do ;  (said  I  to  myself)  pro- 
secute  my  first  design,  bny  a  cassock,  and  go  to 
Salamanca  in  quest  of  a  tutor's  place :  But  why 
slionld  I  take  the  habit  of  a  hcentiatef  Am  I 
ambitious  of  consecrating  myself  to  the  church  i 
or  have  I  the  least  bias  that  way  ?  No :  I  ieel  myseU 
(on  the  contrary)  quite  otherwise  inclined  :  I  iriH 
torn  gentleman,  smd  endeavour  to  make  my  fof* 
tune  in  the  workL" 

Having  resolved  upon  this,  I  longed  for  day  with 
^the  utmost  impatience :  and  no  sooner  perceived 
the  glimpse  of  li^t,  than  I  got  up  and  made  so 
much  noise  in  the  inn,  that  I  wakened  all  those 
who  were  asleep.  I  called  the  waiters  who  were 
still  a»bed,  and  who  loaded  me  with  curses  by  way 
of  answer.  They  were  obliged  to  rise,  however, 
and  I  gave  them  no  quarter,  until  one  of  them  had 
gone  for  a  broker,  who  soon  appeared  followed  by 
two  apprentices,  carrying  eacn  a  great  green  bag 
on  his  shoulders.  He  saluted  me  with  great  civil- 
ity, saying,  <^  Signor  Cavalier,  you  are  very  happy 
in  having  applied  to  me,  radier  than  to  any  other 
body.  I  donU  choose  to  disparage  my  brethren. 
God  forbid  that  I  should  prejudice  their  repntatioa 
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bi  Aft  least  I  bnrbetirecnyM  and  me,  there  is  M 
conscience  among  them.  They  are  all  as  unbond* 
ed  as  Jews.  I  am  the  only  honest  broker  in  town. 
I  confine  myself  to  ajoooderate  profit:  being  satis- 
fiq^  with  a  pound  in  the  shilling — ^I  mean,  a  shilling 
in  the  pound.  Thank  heaven !  I  deal  upon  the 
square  with  all  mankind.'* 

The  broker,  after  this  preamble,  which  I  took  for 
gospel,  ordered  his  men  to  untie  the  bundles,  and 
lihewed  me  suits  rof  a11  colgws*  Sonne  whick  ^nere 
of  plain  cloth  I  rejected  with  disdain,  as  being  too 
ineeo ;  bat  they  made  me  try  one  which  seemed  to 
iMLve  been  made  ejj^Ay  for  my  shape,  and  which 
$track  my  fancy  although  somewhat  worn.  It 
consisted  of  a  doublet  wi&  slashed  sleeves,  a  pair 
of  breedhes,  and  a  cloak^  the  whole  of  blue  veiviet 
embroidered  with  gold.  Fixing  on  this,  I  cheap* 
ened  it,  aod  the  broker,  perceiving  I  was  bent 
upon  it,  observed  that  I  had  an  excellent  taste 
^  Odds  bodikins !  (cried  he)  one  may  see  you  know 
what  you  are  about.  I  can  tell  you,  that  suit  was 
made  for  oi>e  of  the  greatest  lords  in  the  kingdom, 
vrho  tey^  bad  it  three  times  on  his  back.  Examki^ 
dm  velvet,  nothing  can  be  finer ;  and  as  fi>r  tbt 
embroidery,  you  must  confess  the  work  is  exqni* 
^0jy  ^ft  What  wtU  you  sell  it  forf "saidl.  He  answer- 
ed, ^^  Sixty  ducats :  I  am  a  rogue  if  I  have  not 
rdnsed  the  money."  The  alternative  was  plain* 
I  oflfer^d  five  and  forty,  which  might  be  about 
dopbte  the  value.  ^<  Mr.  What  d'  ye  call  'urn,  (re* 
plied  the.  broker,  with  an  air  of  indifference)  I 
never  exact  too  much.  I  am  always  at  a  wonL 
Here  (continued  he,  showing  me  some  of  those  I 
had  refused)  buy  this.  I'll  sell  it  a  pennyworth.'' 
This  was  only  to  excite  my  desire  of  pnrehasing 
that  which  I  had  cheapened ;  and  accordingly, 
ioiagitoing  that  he  would  not  abate  one  farthing  of 
his  price,  I  counted  into  bis  hand  the  sixty  dneatt. 
When  he  saw  me  part  with  them  so  easily,  I  be* 
lieve,i.AQ  spile  of  his  boasted  honesty,  he  wished 
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tfurt  be  \uA  tsked  a  great  deal  more :  pretty  well 
aatiified,  howerer,  wiifa  having  gained  nineteen 
shillings  in  die  pouid,  he  went  away  with  his 
smsrendces,  whom  I  had  not  forgotten. 

Having  now  a  very  handsome  cloak,  donlil^t, 
and  breeefaes,  I  spent  the  vest  of  the  morning  in 
providing  other  necessaries*  I  bought  a  hat,  silk 
stockings,  shoes,  linen,  and  a  sword  :  aAer  which 
having  dressed^  what  infinite  pleasure  had  I  i . 
faehol^ng  myself  so  well  equipped  I  My  eyes  (tc 
use  the  expression)  could  not  sufficiently  glu. 
themselves  -vtfith  my  attire !  Never .  peacock  con- 
templated his  own  feathers  with  more  sadsfaction* 
That  very  day  I  made  my  second  visit  to  Dpnna 
Mencia,  who  still  received  me-  very  kindly,  and 
thanked  rae  again  lor  the  service  I  had  done  her. 
On  that  score,  many  compliments  passed  on  both 
sides ;  after  which,  wishing  me  ail  happiness,  she 
bade  me  fSurewell,  and  retired  without  giving  me 
any  thing  bnt  a  ring  worth  thirty  {ustoles,  which 
she  desired  me  to  keep  in  remembrance  of  her. 

I  looked  very  blank  with  my  ring,  having  laid 
my  account  with  receivuig  a  much  more  considera- 
bfe  preset,  and  trudged  back  to  my  lodgings  in 
m  brown  stndy,  litde  satisfied  with  the  lady's  ge« 
otroflity.  But  just  as  I  entered  the  inn,  a  man, 
who  had  followed  me  all  the  way,  came  in  like* 
wise,  and  laying  aside  the  cloak  in  which  he  was 
muffled  up,  discovered  a  great  bag  under  his  arm* 
At  the  apparition  of  this  bag,  which  had  all  the 
ahr  of  being  full  of  money,  I,  as  well  as  some  other 
people  who  wore  present,  stared  widi  their  eves 
wide  open ;  and  I  thought  I  heard  the  voice  of  an 
angel,  when  the  man,  laying  the  bag  upon  the 
tame,  pronounced,  <^  Signor  CHI  Bias,  here  is  some** 
thing  that  my  lady  marchioness  has  sent  you."  ] 
made  many  profonnd  bows  to  the  bearer,  whom  1 
overwhelmed  with  civility  :  and  he  was  no  sooner 
gone  dian  I  darted  upon  the  bag,  like  a  hawk  upon 
nis  prey ;  and  carrying  it  to  my  chamber,  untied 
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it  witliout  loss  of  time,  and  found  in  it  a  tbodfaoi 
ducats.  I  had  just  made  an  end  of  counting  them, 
when  my  landlord,  who  had  beard  what  the  porter 
said,  came  in  to  see  the  contents  of  the  bag*  Thane 
derstruck  at  the  sight  of  mv  coin  spread  upon  the 
table — <<  Zounds  (cried  he)  what  a  vdst  sum  of 
monej  is  here !  You  must  be  a  devil  amongst  the 
women,  (added  he,  with  a  satirical  smile)  for  al- 
though you  have  not  been  four  and  twenty  hours 
in  Burgos,  you  have  a  marchioness  already  under 
contribution." 

This  discourse  did  not  disgust  me;  I  was  tempted 
to  leave  Majuelo  in  his  mistake,  which  already  gave 
me  a  sensible  pleasure :  so  that  I  do  not  wonder 
tiiat  young  fellows  love  to  be  thought  nien  of  iih* 
trigue.     My  innocence  however  got  the  better  of 
my  vanity :  I  undeceived  my  landlord,  and  re- 
counted the  story  of  Donna  Mencia,  to  which  he 
listened  with  great  attention*    I  then  disclosed  the 
state  of  my  aflairs,  and  as  he  seemed  to  interest 
himself  in  my  behalf,  begged  the  assistance  of  his 
advice.     Having  mused  a  while,  "  Signor  Gril  Bias 
(said  he)  I  have  a  regard  for  you  ;  and  since  you 
have  confidence  enough  in  me  to  unbosom  yourself 
in  this  manner,  I  will,  without  flattery,  tell  yon 
what  I  think  you  are  fittest  for.    As  you  seem  de* 
signed  by  nature  for  the  court,  I  advise  you  to  go 
thither  and  attach  yourself  to  some  grandee :  but 
be  sure  either  to  meddle  in  his  concerns,  or  enter 
into  his  pleasure;  otherwise  you  wiU  lose  your 
time.  I  know  the  great.     They  look  upon  the  zeal 
and  attachlnent  of  an  honest  man  as  notmng  at  all; 
and  mind  only  such  as  are  necessary  to  them.  But 
you  have  another  resource  (continued  he :)  you 
are  young  and  handsome ;  and  these  qualifications 
alone,  without  the  least  glimpse  of  understandings 
are  more  than  sufficient  to  captivate  a  rich  widow, 
or  some  fine  lady  imhappily  married :  if  love  ruins 
gentlemen  of  fortune,  it  often  maintains  those  who 
have  none.     It  is  my  advice  therefore,  that  you  go 
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to  Madrid;  but  you  must  by  no  means  appear 
without  attendants :  they  judge  there,  as  in  other 
places,  by  appearance ;  and  you  will  be  considered 
only  in  proportion  to  the  figure  you  make.  I  will 
^commend  a  servant  to  you — a  faithful  domestic- 
prudent,  sober  fellow — ^in  one  word  a  man  of  my 
Own  making.  Purchase  a  couple  of  mules,  one  for 
yourself,  and  another  for  him,  and  set  out  as  soon 
as  possible.'' 

This  advice  was  too  much  to  my  own  taste  to  be 
neglected :  I  therefore,  next  mommg,  boirght  two 
handsome  mules,  and  hired  the  servant  he  had  re- 
commended :  he  was  a  fellDw  thirty  years  old,  of  a 
simple,  religious  aspect,  born,  as  he  said,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Gallicia ;  his  name  was  Ambrose  de 
Lamela ;  far  from  being  selfish  like  other  servants, 
be  made  no  words  about  his  wages,  but  assured 
me  he  would  be  contented  with  what  in  my  good- 
ness I  should  think  proper  to  bestow.  Having 
provided  myself  likewise  with  boots,  and  a  pon;. 
manteau  to  hold  my  linen  and  cash,  I  cleared  with 
my  landlord,  and  early  next  morning  set  out  firom 
Burgos  on  my  way  to  Madrid. 


CHAPTER  Xri 


We  slept  the  first  night  at  Duennas,  and  arriving 
at  Valladolid  the  day  following  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  alighted  at  an  inn,  which  seemed 
one  of  the  best  in  town.  I  left  the  care  of  my 
mules  to  my  lacquey,  and  going  up  stairs  into  a 
chamber,  whither  I  ordered  a  servant  of  the  hous^ 
to  bring  my  portmanteau,  felt  myself  a  little  fa^ 
tigued,  and  without  taking  off  my  boots,  threw  my- 
self on  the  bed,  where  I  fell  asleep,  insensibly,  li 
being  almost  night  when  I  waked,  I  called  for 
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Ambrose,  who  was  gone  oat,  but  returned  io  % 
little  time :  when  I  asked  where  he  had  been,  be 
replied  with  a  pious  air,  that  he  was  just  come 
from  church,  where  he  had  been  Io  return  thanks 
to  heaven,  for  having  preserved  him  from  all  evil 
accidents  on  the  road  from  Burgos  even  unto  Val- 
ladolid :  I  approved  of  his  conduct,  and  bade  him 
order  a  fowl  to  the  fire  for  my  supper. 

At  that  verv  instant,  my  landlord  entered  with 
a  Caper  in  ius  hand  lighting  in  a  lady  who  seemed 
more  handsome  dian  young,  and  very  richly  dress- 
ed :  she  was  squired  by  an  old  usher,  and  a  little 
black  moor  carried  her  train.  I  was  not  a  litde 
surprised, when  this  lady,  after  having  made  a  low 
curtsey,  asked  if  I  was  not  Signor  GilBlas  of  San- 
tillane,  to  which  I  had  no  sooner  answered  in  th^ 
affirmative,  than  she  quitted  her  attendant,  and 
embraced  me  in  a  transport  of  joy,  that  xedoubled 
my  astonishment  ^^  Blessed  be  heaven  ^cried  she) 
for  this  meeting !  Tou  are  the  person,  Signor  Ca- 
valier, you  are  the  very  person  I  was  in  quest  of  !^ 
At  this  preamble  I  thougn^of  the  parasite  at  Pen- 
naflor;  and  began  to  look  upon  the  lady  as  a  down* 
right  bite;  when  I  was  induced  to  think  more  fa- 
vourably of  her,  by  what  followed.  '^  I  am  (added 
she)  cousin-german  to  Donna  Mencia  of  Mosquera, 
who  has  been  so  much  obliged  to  you ;  and  received 
a  letter  from  her  this  momiog,  importing,  that  hav- 
ing heard  you  was  going  to  Madnd,  I  would  oblige 
her  very  much,  by  treating  you  handsomely,  pro- 
vided you  should  pass  this  way :  I  have  been  run* 
ning  flJl  over  the  town  these  two  hours,  enquiring 
from  inn  to  inn,  about  all  the  strangers  that  arrived : 
and  by  the  description  your  landlord  gave  me  of 
you,  I  imagined  you  might  be  the  deliverer  of  my 
cousin.  Ah!  now  that  I  have  found  you  (continued 
she)  you  shall  see  how  sensible  1  am  of  the  services 
you  have  done  my  family,  and  in  particular,  to  my 
dear  cousin !  You  shall  come  to  my  house  imme- 
diately (if  you  please)  where  you  will  be  more  con- 
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vemendy  lodged  than  here.^  I  would  have  ex« 
cosed  myself^  by  represendng  to  the  lady,  that  I 
should  incommode  her  family,  but  there  was  no 
resisting  her  importonides:  there  was  a  coach  wait- 
ing for  us  at  die  door,  in  which  she  took  care  to 
see  my  portmanteau  secured ;  ^^  because  (sud  she) 
there  are  a  great  many  rogues  in  Valladolid:"  an 
observation!  found  but  too  true!  In  short,  I  went 
into  the  coach  along  with  her  and  her  squire,  and 
suffered  myself  to  be  carried  away  from  die  inn,  to 
the  mordficadon  of  the  landlord,  who  by  these 
means  found  himself  disappointed  of  the  money 
which  he  expected  I  would  spend  at  his  house. 

Our  coach  having  rolled  for  some  dme,  stopped 
at  a  pretty  large  house,  where  we  alighted,  and 
went  up  stairs  into  an  handsome  apartment  fighted 
by  twenty  or  thirty  wax-candles.  We  passed  through 
a  good  many  servants,  of  whom  die  lady  asked  if 
Don  Raphael  was  come  yet ;  and  was  answered  In 
the  negative;. upon  which,  addressing  herself  to 
me,  **  Signor  Gil  Bias  (said  ^he)  I  have  a  brother 
whom  I  expect  this  evening  from  a  villa  we  have 
two  leagues  from  this :  he  will  be  very  agreeably, 
surprised  to  find  in  this  house  a  gentleman  to 
whom  our  whol^  family  is  so  much  indebted.^  She 
had  scarce  spoke  these  words,  when  we  heard  a 
noise  below,  which  (we  were  told)  wa9  occasioned 
by  the  arrival  of  Don  Raphael ;  and  that  cavalier, 
who  was  a  young  man  of  a  good  shape  and  gented 
address,  appeared  soon  after.  ^^  Brother  (said  the 
lady  to  him)  I  am  extremely  glad  of  your  return ! 
yon  will  assist  me  in  doing  honour  to  Signor  Cffl; 
Bias  of  Sandllane ;  to  whom  we  can  never  enongll 
shew  our  gradtude  for  what  he  has  doijie  in  behalf  i 
of  our  kinswoman  Donna  Mencia  t  there  (added' 
she,  giving  him  a  letter^  yon  ma^  read  what  slie 
has  wrote  on  the  subject''  Don  naphael  opening 
the  letter,  pronouticed  these  words  luoud — 
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My  dear  Camilla, 

SIGNOR  Gil  Bias  of  Santillane,  who  presented 
my  honour  as  well  as  my  life,  has  set  out  tor  court ; 
and  as  he  will,  doubtless,  pass  through  Valladolid, 
I  conjure  you  by  the  blood,  and  still  more,  by  the 
friendship  that  unites  us,  to  shew  him  all  the  re- 
spect in  your  power,  and  detain  him  some  time  m 
your  family.  I  flatter  myself,  that  you  will  give 
me  that,  satisfaction,  and  that  my  deliverer  lyill 
receive  all  manner  of  civility  from  you  and  my 
cousin  Don  Raphael.  At  Burgos,  your  affection- 
ate kinswoman, 

DONNA  MENCLL 

'^  How !  (cried  Don  Raphael)  is  this  the  gentle- 
man to  whom  my  cousin  owes  her  honour  and  life  f 
ah !  heaven  be  praised  for  this  happy  rencounter !" 
So  saying,  he  approached,  and  clasping  me  in  hi^ 
arms,  ^'  What  joy  do  I  feel  (said  he)  in  embracing 
Signor  Gil  Bias  of  Santillane !  my  cousin  the  mar- 
chioness had  no  occasion  to  lay  such  injunctions 
upon  us :  it  would  have  been  sufficient  to  let  us 
know,  that  you  was  to  pass  through  Valladolid  • 
my  sister  and  1  kaow  very  well  bow  to  behave 
ourselves  towards  a  gentleman,  who  has  performed 
such  an  important  piece  of  service  to  the  person  for 
whom,  of  all  our  family,  we  have  the  most  tender 
regard."  I  answered  as  well  as  I  could  to  these 
compliments,  which  were  followed  by  a  great  many 
more  of  the  same  nature,  and  interspersed  with  a 
thousand  caresses :  after  which,  perceiving  that  my 
boots  were  sdll  on,  they  ordered  their  servants  to 
polLthem  off.:  and  we  went  into  another  BOom, 
where  the  cloth  being  laid,  the  gentleman,  lady» 
and  I  sat  down  to  supper;  during  which,  they  said 
a  thousand  obliging  tnings  to  me  :  not  a  word  es- 
caped me  which  they  did  not  repeat  as  an  admira-^ 
ble  stroke  of  wit;  and  it  was  surprizing  to  see  how 
attentive  they  were  in  presenting  me  with  all  the 
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dainlieft  morsels.  Don  Raphael  drank  frequently 
lo  the  health  of  Donna  Mencia,  in  which  I  follow'- 
ed  his  example ;  and  I  imagined  that  Camilla,  who 
ifid  ns  justice^  sometimes  threw  certain  very  signi- 
ficant looks  at  me.  I  even  observed  that  she  chost 
proper  opportunities  of  so  doing,  as  if  she  had  bem 
afraid  that  her  brother  would  perceiveit  This  was 
enough  to  persuade  me  of  the  lady's  being  smitten ; 
and  I  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  of  profiting  by 
that  discovery,  during  my  short  stay  at  Valladolid* 
This  liope  inducefl  me  to  yield,  without  difficulty, 
to  their  intreaties,  when  they  requested  me  to 
spend  a  few  days  with  them.  They  thanked  me 
for  my  complaisance,  and  the  joy  which  Camilla 
discovered  on  this*  occasion  confirmed  me  in  the 
opinion,  that  I  had  found  the  way  to  her  heart. 

Don  Raphael  seeing  me  determined  to  staj^  with 
him  some  time,  proposed  to  carry  me  to  his  country 
liouse,  of  which  he  gave  me  a  magnificent  descrip* 
tion ;  and  talked  of  the  pleasures  he  would  there 
entertain  me  with.  ^<  Sometimes  (sakl  he)  we  will 
take  the  diversion  of  hunting,  sometimes  that  of 
fishing,  and  if  you  love  walking,  we  have  delighlful 
woods,  and  gardens  in  abundance :  besides,  we  shall 
not  wan|  good  company;  and,  on  the  whole,  I  hopt 
yon  will  not  gniw  melancholy  among  ns.^'  I  ac« 
eepted  his  offer,  and  it  wns  determined  that  we 
imrald  go  to  this  charming  place  the  very  next  day. 

Having  projected  this  agreeable  scheme,  we  rose 
firem  table ;  and  Don  Raphael  embracing  me,  in  a 
transport  of  joy,  said,  *'  Signer  Gil  Bias,  I  will  leave 
my  sister  to  entertain  you,  while  I  go  immediately 
to  give  necessary  orders,  and  advertise  those  pec- 

Ele  who  I  intend  shall  be  of  the  party."  So  saying, 
e  went  out  of  the  room,  and  I  ccmtinued  convert 
ing  with  the  lady,  who  did  not  contradict,  by  her 
£scourse,  the  soft  glances  she  had  thrown  at  me. 
So  she  took  hold  of  my  hand,  and,  looking  at  my 
ring  said,  '<  Yoa  have  got  a  pretty  diamond  enoogh, 
but  it  is  a  very  small  one.     Are  you  a  connoisseur 
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in  ttoiie*  ?"  When  I  answered  in  the  negative^  ^  1 
am  sorry  for  it,  (said  she)  for  you  might  have  toM 
ne  what  this  is  worth.  With  these  words,  she 
shewed  me  a  large  mby  on  her  finger,  and,  whik 
I  examined  it,  added,  **  An  ancle  of  mine,  who  was 
pnvemor  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in  the  Philippine 
isles,  .made  me  a  present  of  this  ruby,  which.the 
Jewellers  here  in  Valladolid  value  at  ihree  hundred 
pistoles.*' — **  I  believe  it  is  well  worth  the  money, 
(said  I)  for  it  is  extremely  beautiful." — **  Since  yon 
are  pleased'  with  it  (she  replied)  I  will  make  an 
txchange  with  you,"  And  immediately  she  polled 
off  my  ring,  and  put  her  own  on  my  little  miger* 
Having  made  this  exch^ge,  which  I  looked  upon 
as  a  genteel  way  of  making  a  present,  Camilla 
squeezed  my  hand,  and  looked  at  me  in  the  most 
languishing  manner ;  then  starting  up  abrupdy, 
wi^bied  me  good  night,  and  withdrew  in  great  con» 
fiision,  as  if  she  had  been  ashamed  of  disclosing  her 
sentiments. 

Novice  as  I  was  in  gallantry,  I  knew  well  enonsfa 
how  to  interpret  this  precipitate  retreat  in  my  ta* 
vour,  and  concluded  uiat  1  should  pass  my  time 
¥»y  agreeably  at  their  villsu  Full  of  this  flatteiinf 
idea,  and  the  prosperous  condition  of  my  afiain, 
I  locked  rnjrseu  in  Ae  chamber  where  I  was  to 
fie,  after  having  ordered  my  servant  to  come  and 
wsike  me  early  in  the  morning;  but  instead  of  going 
to  rest,  I  gave  a  loose  to  those  agreeable  reflections, 
which  my  portmanteau,  that  lay  on  the  table,  asid 
my  rubv,  inspired.  Thank  heaven!  said  I  to  my** 
self,  if  I  have  been  unfortunate,  I  am  no  longer  sob 
On  one  ride  a  thousand  ducats ;  a  ring,  worth  three 
hnndred  pistoles  on  the  other !  My  finances  wQl 
not  be  cohansted  in  a  hnn^  !  I  see  now  that  Ma^ 
jnelo  did  not  flatter  me.  I  shall  inflame  the  hearts 
of  a  thousand  ladies  at  Madrid,  since  I  have  mads 
sneh  an  easy  conquest  of  Camillsu  The  favours 
of  that  generous  ladv  presented  tbtmselves  tomj 
Imagination,  with  all  their  charms;  andlaatioi^ 
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Mied  the  diversions  that  Don  Raphael  prepared 
for  me  at  Us  house  in  the  country.  In  me  midst 
of  these  pleasing  images,  however,.  Sleep  £d  not 
fail  to  shed  his  poppies  over  me ;  so  thai,  finding 
myself  drowsy,  1  undressed,  and  went  to  bed. 

Next  morning,  when  I  awaked,  I  perceived  that 
it  was  already  late,  and  was  a  good  deal  surprised 
that  my  valet  did  not  appear  in  consequence  of 
the  order  I  had  given  him  over  night  Ambrose, 
said  I  to  myself,  my  faithful  Ambrose,  is  either  at 
church,  or  very  lazy  tonlay.  But  I  soon  lost  that 
opinion  of  him,  and  conceived  one  much  worse ; 
for  getting  up,  and  missing  my  portmanteau,  1 
suspected  him  of  having  stolen  it  in  the  mght. 
For  further  information,  I  opened  the  chsanber- 
door,  and  called  the  hypocrite  several  times;  at 
last,  an  old  man,  hearing  me,  came  and  said, 
"What  would  you  please  to  have,  Sig^ior  ?  all  your 
people  departed  from  my  house  long  before  day." 
— -"  How  (cried  I)  your  house !  am  I  not  at  present 
in  the  house  of  Don  Raphael  f "— "  I  don't  know 
CO  who  that  gentleman  is»  (said  he^  but  you  are  in 
^  furnished  lodgings,  and  I  am  tne  landlord:  last 
^  night,  an  hour  before  your  arrival,  the  lady  who 
(^  supped  along  witii  you  came  hither,  and  hired  this 
apartment  for  a  great  lord,  who,  she  said,  travelled 
incognito ;  and  even  paid  me  beforehand.'^ 

I  was  no  longer  in  the  dark ;  I  ffuessed  the  cha- 
racters of  Camilla  and  Don  Raphael,  and  concluded 
that  my  servant,  being  perfectiy  weU  acquainted 
with  my  affairs,  had  sold  me  to  these  sharpers* 
Instead  of  ascribing  this  unlucky  adventure  to 
myself,  and  considering  that  it  would  not  have 
happened  to  me,  had  I  not  been  so  indiscreet  as 
to  unbosom  myself  unnecessarily  to  Majuelo,  I 
imputed  all  to  innocent  fortune,  and  cursed  my 
fate  a  thousand  times.  The  owner  of  the  house, 
to  whom  I  recounted  the  adventure,  which,  per- 
haps, he  knew  as  well  as  I  did,  seemed  affected 
with  my  sorrow,  condoled  me,  and  protested  thai 
£  Voju  I.  9  7 
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he  was  very  much  mortified  to  find  diat  saA  • 
scene  had  passed  in  his  house:  but  I  beheve,  not- 
withstanding all  his  professions,  he  was  as  much 
concerned  in  the  tiick  as  my  landlord  at  Burgos, 
to  whom,  however,'  I  have  always  attributed  the 
honour  of  the  invention. 


CHAPTER  xrn. 


Having  heartily  bewailed  my  misfortune^  I 
considered,  that  instead  of  giving  way  to  sorrow, 
I  ought  to  animate  myself  against  mischance ;  and 
summoning  all  my  courage  to  my  assistance,  said 
to  myself  while  1  put  on  my  clothes,  by  way  of 
consolation,  I  am  nappy  in  diat  the  rogues  have 
not  also  carried  off  my  apparel,  and  some  ducats 
which  I  have  still  in  my  purse  :  I  gave  them  credit 
'for  this  piece  of  civility,  and  sold  my  boots,  which 
they  had  been  generous  enough  to  leave  likewise, 
to  my  landlord,  for  one-third  of  the  money  they 
had  cost  me.  Then  taking  my  leave  of  the  ready- 
furnished  lodging,  without  having  occasion,  thank 
God !  for  any  body  to  carry  my  baggage,  the  first 
thing  I  did,  was  to  go  and  see  whetfier  or  not  my 
mules  were  at  the  inn,  where  I  alighted  the  pre- 
ceding night ;  though  I  was  of  opinion  that  Am- 
brose had  not  lelfl  them  there ;  and  I  wish  to  God 
my  opinion  of  him  had  been  always  as  just !  for 
they  told  me,  he  had  taken  care  to  fetch  them 
•way  that  very  evening :  wherefore  laying  my  ac* 
count  with  having  seen  the  last  of  them,  as  welt 
as  of  my  portmanteau,  I  strolled  about  the  streets 
in  a  melancholy  manner,  musing  on  what  should 
be  my  next  course.  I  was  tempted  to  return  to 
Burgos,  and  have  recourse  to  Donna  Mencia  once 
more  j  but  when  I  reflected,  that  in  so  doing  1 
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filioidd  abuse  the  generosity  of  the  lady,  and  at 
the  same  dme  be  looked  upon  as  a  booby,  I  relin- 
auished  that  thought,  swearing  I  should  for  the 
future  be  upon  my  guard  against  women ;  and  I 
believe  at  me  time,  I  should  have  mistrusted  the 
chaste  Susanna.  I  cast  my  eyes  from  time  to  time 
upon  my  ring,  and  when  I  considered  that  it  was 
a  present  from  Camilla,  sighed  with  vexation.  Alas! 
diought  I,  diough  I  am  no  connoisseur  in  rubies, 
I  have  too  good  reason  to  know  those  who  ex- 
change thetn;  and  I  believe  it  is  not  necessary 
that  I  should  go  to  a  jeweller,  to  be  persuaded 
that  I  am  a  fool. 

I  was  willing,  however,  to  be  informed  of  the 
worth  of  my  ring,  and  accordingly  shewed  it  to  a 
lapidary,  who  valued  it  at  three  ducats.  Though 
I  was  not  surprised  at  this  estimation,  I  wished 
the  mece  of  the  governor  of  the  Philippine  isles  at 
the  devil,  or  rather  only  repeated  the  wish.  As  I 
came  out  of  the  jeweller's  house,  a  young  fellow, 
who  was  passing,  stopped  to  consider  me.  Not 
being  able  to  recollect  lum  at  first,  although  I  had 
formerly  been  intimate  with  him,  "  How,  Gil  Bias, 
(said  he)  do  you  pretend  ignorance  of  me,  or  have 
two  years  altered  the  son  of  barber  Nunnez  so 
much,  that  yon  do  not  know  him  ?  don't  you  re- 
member Fabricius,  your  companion  and  school- 
fellow, with  whom  you  have  so  often  disputed,  at 
the  house  of  Doctor  Godinez,  upon  predicables 
and  metaphysical  degrees  ?" 

I  remembered  him  before  he  had  done  speaking, 
and  we  embraced  one  another  with  transport 
•*  My  dear  friend  (continued  he)  how  glad  am  I 
to  meet  thee !  I  can't  express  the  joy  I  feel. — 
But  (added  he,  with  an  air  of  surprize)  what  do 
I  see !  egad !  thou  art  dressed  like  a  prince !  a 
fine  sword,  silk  stockings,  douolet,  and  cloak  of 
velvet  embroidered  with  silver! — Odd'sniggers!  this 
smells  strong  of  intrigues  !  I'll  hold  a  wager  that 
thou  sharest  the  bounty  of  some  liberal  old  lady." 
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— ^''Tou  are  mistaken,  (said  I)  for  my  afEurs 
not  so  flourishing  as  you  imagine.  — ^^^PshaWj 
pshaw,  (replied  he)  you  affect  to  be  a  close  fellow  ; 
that  fine  rubv  on  your  finger,  Mr.  Gil  Bias,  whence 
comes  that,  I  prayyou  ?" — "  It  comes  (said  I)  firom 
an  arrant  jade.  Fabricius,  my  dear  Fabricius,  far 
frotn  being  in  vogue  among  the  women  at  VaU^o- 
lid,  know  that  I  am  a  most  ridiculous  dupe." 

I  pronounced  these  last  words  so  ruefully,  thai 
Fabncius  was  convinced  of  my  having  been  im* 
posed  upon,  in  some  shape  or  other ;  and  pressed 
me  to  tell  him  what  were  my  reasons  for  complain- 
ing of  the  fair  sex.  I  was  easily  prevailed  upon  to 
satisfy  his  curiosi^ ;  but  as  my  story  was  pretty 
long,  and  besides,  we  had  no  intention  of  parting 
In  a  hurry,  we  went  into  a  public  house,  tnat  we 
might  converse  together  more  at  our  ease ;  and 
there,  while  we  breakfasted,  I  recounted  to  him 
all  that  had  happened  to  me,  since  my  depaiture 
from  Oviedo.  He  thought  my  adventures  were 
extremely  odd,  and  after  having  assured  me,  that 
he  very  much  sympathized  with  me,  in  my  present 
unlucky  situation,  said,  ^*  We  must  console  our- 
selves, my  child,  as  well  as  we  can,  for  all  the 
misfortunes  of  life.  When  a  man  of  spirit  is  un- 
lucky, he  waits  with  patience  for  a  more  favour- 
able conjuncture.  One  should  never,  as  Cicelo 
^ays,  let  himself  be  so  much  dejected  as  to  forget 
that  he  is  a  man.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  of  that 
very  disposition :  my  misfortunes  have  not  been 
able  to  overwhelm  me,  because  I  am  always  above 
the  caprice  of  fate.  For  instance,  I  loved  a  girl 
of  some  fashion  at  Oviedo,  who  had  a  tendre  for 
me  ^  I  asked  her  in  marriage  of  her  father,  and  he 
refused  me.  Another,  on  this  occasion,  would 
have  died  of  grief:  but  I  (admire  the  force  of  ge- 
nius) carried  off  the  dear  creature :  as  she  was 
passionate*  thoughtless,  and  vain,  pleasure,  of  con- 
sequence, always  determined  her  to  die  prejudice 
of  duty.    I  led  her  a  dance,  of  six  months,  througb 
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Ihe  kingdom  of  Gallicia,  from  whence,  as  I  had 
given  her  a  taste  for  travelling,  she  was  desirous 
of  going  to  Portugal;  but  thought  proper  to 
choose  a  new  conductor:  here  was  anodier  sub- 
ject of  despair,  but,  for  all  that,  I  did  not  sink 
under  the  weight  of  it,  and  wiser  than  Menelaus, 
instead  of  declaring  war  against  the  Paris  who 
had  stolen  my  Helen,  I  thought  myself  very  much 
obliged  to  him  for  having  rid  my  hands  of  her*. 
Afterwards,  being  unwilling  to  return  to  the  Astn- 
ries,  that  I  might  avoid  all  expostulation  with 
justice,  I  advanced  into  the  kingdom  of  Leon, 
spending,  from  town  to  town,  the  remainder  of 
the  money  I  had  carried  off  with  my  infanta ;  for 
we  had  quitted  Oviedo  with  the  full  band ;  and 
arrived  at  Palencia  with  a  solitary  ducat,  out  of 
which  I  was  obliged  to  buy  a  pair  of  shoes ;  so  that 
the  remaining  part  could  not  last  much  longer ;  my 
situation  became  very  perplexing,  and  I  was  even 
reduced  to  a  very  strict  regimen:  there  was  no 
time  to  be  lost,  1  resolved  to  go  to  service,  and 
hired  myself  tp  a  great  woollen-draper,  whose  son 
was  an  accomplished  rake.  Here,  though  I  found 
an  asylum  against  hunger,  I  was  not  a  little  em- 
barrassed; for  the  father  ordered  me  to  be  a  spy 
upon  the  son ;  and  the  son  entreated  me  to  assist 
him  in  cheating  the  father.  Being  obliged  to  de- 
termine, I  preferred  the  entreaty  to  ike  command ; 
and  that  preference  cost  me  my  place.  I  after- 
wards went  into  the  service  of  an  old  painter,  who 
would  have  taught  me,  through  friendship,  the 
principles  of  h&  art;  in  the  demonstration  of 
which,  however,  I  was  almost  famished.  This  gave 
me  a  disgust  for  painting,  and  a  disrelish  for  Pa- 
lenda  at  the  same  time ;  and  coming  to  Yalladolid, 
by  the  greatest  good  fortune  in  the  world,  I  got 
into  the  family  of  one  of  the  directors  of  the  hos- 

Iital,  where  1  now  liv^  perfectly  happy.     Signor 
lannel  Ordonnez,  my  master,  is  a  man  of  profound 
jnety,  who  walks  with  hu  eyes  always  fixed  on 
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tbegrouiuL  and  a  large  rosary  in  his  hand.  Tbey 
say,  that  firom  his  youth,  having  nothing  in  view 
but  the  iimds  of  the  poor,  he  attached  himself  to 
Chem  with  indefatigable  zeal;  and  accordingly  his 
cares  have  not  been  ill  reauited ;  every  thing  pros- 
pers with  him.  What  a  blessing  it  is,  that  ne  has 
made  himself  rich  in  managing  the  affairs  of  the 
poor !" 

Fabricius  having  harangued  in  diis  mamier,  ^*  I 
am  very  glad  (said  I  to  him^  to  find  thee  so  weQ 
satisfied  with  thy  condition :  out,  between  you  and 
me,  I  think  you  might  play  a  more  honourable 
part  in  the  world." — "  Ton  are  mistaken,  Gil  Bias, 
(answered  he)  there  is  no  situation  in  life  more 
agreeable  to  one  of  my  humour,  than  that  which 
I  now  enjoy :  the  employment  of  a  lacquey  is  trou- 
blesome, I  own,  to  a  silly  fellow;  but  to  a  lad  of 
spirit,  it  is  full  of  charms.  A  superior  genius  that 
goes  to  service,  does  not  confine  himself  to  the 
menial  circumstances  of  his  duty,  like  a  simpleton 
be  goes  into  a  family  to  command  rather  than  to 
obev;  he  begins  by  studying  his  master,  he  accom* 
modates  himself  to  his  foibles,  gains  his  confidence, 
and  then  leads  him  by  the  nose.  ^Tis  thus  that  1 
have  behaved  towards  my  director.  I  soon  disco- 
vered  his  hypocrisy,  and  perceived  that  he  wanted 
to  pass  for  a  person  of  great  sanctity :  I  pretended 
to  be  his  dupe ;  that  cost  nothing.  I  did  more,  I 
imitated  him,  and  acting  in  his  presence  the  same 
iarce  that  he  plays  before  others,  I  deceived  the 
deceiver,  and  am,  by  degrees,  become  his  factotum. 
Under  his  auspices,  i  hope  one  day  to  be  concerned 
in  the  a£urs  of  die  poor ;  in  which  case  I  mav 
chance  to  make  my  fortune  too,  for  I  find  myself 
as  well  inclined  towards  them  as  he  can  be  for  his 
heart" 

**  These  are  fine  hopes  (replied  I)  my  dear  Fa- 
bricins :  I  congratulate  thee  upon  thy  prospejct ; 
and  for  my  own  part,  will  have  recourse  to  my 
former  scheme;  convert  my  embroidered  habit 
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into  a  cassock,  repair  to  Sajamanca,  and  listing 
myself  under  the  banners  of  the  university,  per- 
form the  office  of  a  tutor." — "  A  fine  project  truly 
(cried  Fabricius^)  an  agreeable  whim !  what  a  fool 
wooldst  thou  be,  to  turn  pedant  at  thy  age !  dost 
thou  know,  wretch !  what  thou  art  about  to  do  ? 
Soon  as  thou  shalt  be  employed,  the  whole  family 
will  have  their  eyes  on  tnee,  and  all  thy  actions 
irill  be  scrupulously  examined :  thou  must  be  eter- 
nally under  constraint,  clothe  thyself  with  hypo- 
crisy, and  appear  possessed  of  every  virtue.    Thou 
wilt  not  have  a  moment  to  bestow  upon  thy  pka- 
f  ores.    Like  a  peipetual  censor  of  thy  pupil,  thou 
must  pass  the  day  in  teaching  him  Latin,  and  in 
rebukmg  him  when  he  shall  say  or  do  any  thing 
amiss:  and  aAer  so  much  labour  and  constramt 
what  will  be  the  fi!uit  of  thy  cares  ?  If  the  little 
gentleman  wants  capacity,  it  will  be  said,  thou 
ib^t  not  given  him  good  education,  and  his  parents 
will  turn  thee  away,  without  any  recompence 
perhaps,  even  without  paying  thy  appointments 
I)on't  therefore  talk  to  me  of  a  preceptor's  pott» 
which  is  like  a  benefice  with  cure  of  souls :  but 
commend  me  to  the  employment  of  a  lacquey, 
which  is  a  simple  benefice,  encumbered  wim  no 
charge.    When  a  master  has  vices,  a  superior  ge- 
nius in  bis  service  will  flatter  them,  and  often  turn 
them  to  bis  advantage.    A  footman  lives  in  a  good 
family  without  the  least  disquiet;  for  after  having 
eaten  and  drank  his  bellyful,  he  sleeps  like  the 
son  of  a  lord,  and  gives  himself  no  trouble  about 
dther  baker  or  butcher. 

'^  I  should  never  ha'  done,  child,  (continued  he) 
was  I  to  recount  all  the  advantages  of  footmen. 
Take  my  advice,  Gil  Bias,  quit,  for  ever,  the  d^gn 
of  becoming  tutor,  and  follow  my  example."— 
*^  Yes ;  but,  Fabricius,  (said  I)  one  does  uQt  always 
meet  with  directors;  and  if  I  should  resolve  to 
torn  lacquey,  I  should  at  least  choose  (o  be  wdl 
settled." — '*  Oh !  you  are  in  the  ri^t  (said  he ;) 
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that  4hall  be  my  business :  I  will  insure  thee  a 
good  place,  if  it  was  for  no  other  reason,  than  to 
snatch  a  pretty  fellow  from  the  xiniversity." 

The  approaching  misery  with  which  I  was  threat- 
ened, and  the  air  of  satisfaction  that  appeared  in 
Fabricius,  persuading  me  more  than  his  reasons,  I 
determined  to  go  to  service:  whereupon  leaving 
the  public  house,  my  companion  said,  '^I  will  con- 
duct you  to  the  house  of  a  person,  who  is  consult- 
ed by  almost  all  the  footmen  out  of  place :  he  has 
spies,  who  inform  him  of  what  happens  in  all  fa- 
milies ;  he  knows  where  servants  are  wanted,  and 
keeps  an  exact  register,  not  only  of  the  vacant 
places,  but  even  of  the  good  and  bad  qualities  of 
masters:  he  is  one  who  was  formerly  a  friar  in 
some  convent  or  other;  and,  in  short,  'twas  he 
who  recommended  me  to  the  place  I  now  enjoy.'* 

While  we  conversed  about  such  a  singular  office 
of  intelligence,  the  son  of  barber  Nunnez  carried 
me.  into  a  blind  alley,  and  we  entered  a  little 
house,  where  we  found  a  man  about  fifty  years 
old,  writing  at  a  table.  We  saluted  him  very  re- 
spectfully; but  whether  he  was  naturally  proud, 
or  accustomed  to  see  lacqnevs  and  coachmen  only, 
he  had  contracted  an  habit  of  receiving  people 
cavalierly,  and  did  not  rise  from  his  seat,  but  con- 
tented hunself  witii  making  a  slight  inclination  of 
the  head.  He  looked  hard  at  me,  however,  and  I 
could  easily  perceive  he  was  very  much  surprised 
that  a  young  man  dressed  in  embroidered  velvet 
should  want  to  turn  valet ;  he  had  more  reason  to 
think  I  was  come  to  be  provided  with  one :  but  he 
did  not  continue  long  in  suspense,  with  regard  to 
tny  intention ;  for  Fabricius,  accosting  him  at  once, 
said,  *'  Signor  Arias  de  Londonna,  give  me  leave 
to  present  one  of  my  best  friends  to  you :  he  is  a 
young  man  of  a  good  family,  whom  misfortunes 
nave  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  going  to  service. 
Pray  inform  him  of  a  good  place,  and  dqiend 
opon  his  gratitude." — *^  Gentiemen  (answered  Arias 


F 


ADTEirtURES  OP  Oa  BLA9.  105 

coldly)  tins  is  the  manner  of  you  all :  befiM«  ye« 
sre  fixed,  you  make  the  finest  promises  in  the 
world ;  bat  when  once  yon  are  well  settled,  you 
think  no  more  of  them."  ''How!  (replied  Fabricins) 
do  yon  complain  of  me  ?  have  not  I  done  honour^ 
ablv  by  youf" — ^''Tou  might  have  done  better 
still,  (said  Arias)  your  place  is  worth  a  clerk's 
employment ;  and  you  have  paid  me,  as  if  I  had 
btroduced  you  to  die  house  of  an  author."  Here 
I  interposed,  and  told  Signor  Arias,  that  to  show 
him  I  was  not  ungrateful,  my  acknowledgment 
should  precede  Us  service;  at  the  same  time, 
taking  out  two  ducats,  I  put  them  into  his  hand, 
with  a  promise  that  I  should  not  stop  there,  pro- 
vided I  should  find  myself  in  a  good  nunily. 

He  seemed  pleased  with  my  behaviour,  and  said 
be  loved  to  be  treated  in  that  manner  -  **  Thera 
are  (continued  he)  excellent  posts  vacant,  which  I 
will  mention  in  order,  that  you  may  choose  one 
that  is  to  your  liking."  So  saying,  he  put  on  his 
ipectacles,  opened  a  register  which  lay  on  the 
table,  turned  over  some  leaves,  and  began  to  read 
as  follows:  ''A  lacquey  is  wanted  fer  Captain 
Torbellino,  a  passionate,  cruel,  whimsical  man. 
who  grumbles  mcessantly,  swears,  beats,  and  com 
monly  maims,  his  servants." — *^  Let  us  pass  on  to 
the  other,  (cried  I,  at  that  picture)  that  captain  is 
not  to  my  taste."  Arias  smiled  at  my  vivadtv, 
and  proceeded  in  this  manner  :  ''  Donna  ManueU 
of  Sandoval,  a  superannuated  widow,  full  of  peevish* 
ness  and  caprice,  has,  at  present,  never  a  footman: 
she  keeps  but  one  for  ordinary,  and  him  never  a 
47hole  day.  There  has  been  one  livery  suit  in  the 
bouse  diese  ten  years,  which  serves  all  vadets  who 
enter,  of  what  she  and  shape  soever  they  may  be : 
but  it  may  be  said  they  only  try  it  on;  fi>r  it  is 
still  as  good  as  new,  although  it  has  been  worn  by 
two  thousand  laccpieys.  Doctor  Ahrar  Fannet,  a 
|Aysician  and  chymist,  wants  a  servant :  his  do- 
mesticks  are  weU  fisd,  handsomely  entertained 
E  «  Voih  I. 
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and  have,  moreover  great  wages;  but  he  trica 
eiperiments  upon  them  with  hb  medicines,  and 
there  are  often  vacant  daces  in  his  house.'* 

''Oh!  I  believe  it,  (cried  Fabricius,  laughing) 
upon  my  consciaace  you  show  us  abundance  of 
fine  places." — ^^  Have  patience,  f  said  Arias  de  Lon- 
donna)  we  have  not  yet  done ;  there  are  some  that 
I  am  sure  will  please  you."  Then  he  continued 
to  read  in  these  terms.  ''  Donna  Alfonsa  de  Solis, 
an  old  devotee,  who  spends  two  thirds  of  the  day 
at  church,  and  insists  upon  her  footman  being  al^ 
ways  along  with  her,  has  not  had  a  lacquey  these 
throe  we^s.  The  licentiate  SediUo,  an  old  canon 
of  the  chapter  of  this  city,  yesterday,  in  the  even- 
ing, turned  away  bis  footman." — **  Halt  there, 
Signor  Arias  de  Londonna  (cried  Fabricius,  in  this 
place)  we  will  stick  to  this  last  post  The  licen- 
date  Sedillo  is  one  of  my  master's  friends,  with 
whom  I  am  perfectly  well  acquainted :  I  know  that 
he  has  for  housekeeper  an  old  devotee  called  Dame 
Jacinta,  who  disposes  of  every  thing  in  the  house : 
it  is  one  of  the  best  families  in  Valladolid,  for  a 
servant  who  loves  a  quiet  life  and  good  cheer  : 
besides,  the  canon  is  old  and  infirm,  very  much 
sul^t  to  the  gout,  and  will  soon  make  his  will ; 
io  that  there  is  room  to  hope  for  a  good  lega^. 
What  a  charming  proqiect  for  a  footman!  Gil 
Bias,  (added  he,  turning  towards  me)  let  us  lose 
no  time,  my  lad,  but  go  instantly  to  the  house  of 
die  licentiate,  where  I  will  myself  present  you, 
and  answer  for  thy  character."  At  these  words, 
for  four  of  losing  such  a  fair  opportunity,  we  took 
our  leave,  in  a  hurry,  of  Signor  Arias,  who  assured 
me  for  my  money,  that  if  I  should  be  balked  of 
this  place,  I  might  dq)end  upon  his  recommending 
me  to  one  as  good. . 
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We  w«e  .0  m»^«fr«id  of  eo«ing«ool.te.  that 
we  made  bat  ooe  leap  from  the  alley  to  the  boofle 
of  the  old  licentiate.  We  knocked  at  the  door, 
which  was  opened  by  a  girl  ten  yean  old,  who 
passed  for  me  honsdieeper's  niece,  in  spite  of 
scandal ;  and  asking  if  the  canon  conld  be  spoke 
with,  Dame  Jadnta  appeared:  she  was  a  person 
already  arrived  at  the  age  .of  discretipn,  but  still 
handsome ;  and,  in  particular,  I  admired  the  fresh- 
ness of  her  complexion.  She  wore  a  long  gown  of 
coarse  stnff,  with  a  large  leadiern  girdle,  fit>m  one 
side  of  which  hung  a  bonch  of  keys^'  and  from  the 
other  a  rosary  of  great  beads.  As  soon  as  we  per- 
ceived her,  we  bowed,  with  profound  respect,  and 
she  returned  the  salute  very  civilly,  but  with  a 
modest  deportment  and  downcast  eyes. 

'^  Having  understood  (said  my  comrade  to  her) 
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that  master  lieentiate  SediUo  has  occasion  tar  An 
honest  valet,  I  am  eooie  to  jptesent  one,  with 
whom,  I  hope,  he  will  be  satisfied."  The  house- 
keeper, at  these  words,  lifting  her  eyes,  surveyed 
me  with  attention,  and,  not  being  able  to  reconcile 
my  enAroidf ry  widi  the  dfecoune  0/  Fabriciui, 
asked  if  it  was  I  who  wanted  the  vacant  place. 
**  Tes,  (said  the  son  of  Nunnez)  it  is  this  young 
man,  who,  notwithstanding  his  appearance,  has 
met  with  misfortunes  that  oblige  him  to  go  to 
service.  But  he  will  sboii  forget  his  mishaps 
(added  he,  with  an  insinuating  air)  if  he  has  the 
happiness  to  come  into  this  faniily,  and  live  with 
the  virtuous  Jacinta,  who  deserves  to  be  house- 
keeper to  the  patriarch  of  the  Indies."  At  these 
words,  this  pious  govemante  moved  her  eyes  fipom 
me,  to  con«4^  the  polite  person  who  spoke;  and, 
struck  with  his  ftatores,  whioh  were  not  ahogethcr 
unknown  to  her,  '^  I  haive  (said  she)  a  cosfosed 
notion  of  having  seen  you  stwiewhere !  pray  assist 
my  recollection." — ''  Chaste  Jacinta  f  answered  Fa^ 
bricus)  I  am  proud  of  having  attractea  your  notice : 
I  have  been  twice  in  this  house  with  my  master 
Signor  Manuel  Ordonnes,  durector  of  die  hospital." 
— *^*Ha!  you're  in  the  right  (replied. the  house- 
keeper;) I  remember  it  very  well,  and  recoUed 
your  face.  Ah !  since  von  belong  to  Signor  Ordon- 
neK,  you  must  be  a  lad  of  worth  and  honesty : 
your  place  proclaims  your  virtue,  and  this  yomg 
man  eonld  not  have  a  better  recommendation. 
Come,  (added  she)  I  will  bring  you  to  speak  with 
Signor  Sedillo,  who,  I  believe,  will^be  very  glad  to 
have  «  servant  of  your  presenting." 

We  followedher  acoonlingly.  The  canimlodged 
on  the  ground  floor,  which  consisted  of  four  rooms 
;irell  wainscotted ;  in  one  of  which  she  desired  us 
to  wait  a  little,  while  she  went  into  the  next, 
where  the  licentiate  was.  After  she  had  staid 
with  him  some  time  in  order  to  give  him  his  cue, 
she  came  and  told  us,  that  we  might  go  in.    We 
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perceiTed  the  old  gouged  canon,  buried  ai  it 
were  in  an  elbow  ehair,  with  piUowB  under  hit 
head  and  arms  and  his  legs  supported  on  a  large 
down  cushion.  While  we  approached  him,  we  end 
not  spare  bows ;  and  Fabrieins  being  still  spokes^ 
man,  not  only  repeated  what  he  had  said  of  me  to 
the  housekeeper,  but  likewise  extolled  my  merit, 
and  enlarged  chiefly  on  the  honour  which  I  had 
acquired  in  philosophical  disputes,  while  I  was 
with  Doctor  Godinei ;  a9  if  it  was  necessary  that 
a  canon's  footman  should  be  a  profound  pkdlosor 
pher.  Nevertheless  this  fine  eulogium  that  he 
bestowed  on  me,  did  not  fail  to  cast  a  mist  before 
the  eyes  of  the  licentiate,  who  observing  besides, 
that  I  was  not  disagreeable  to  Dame  Jacinta,  said 
to  my  recommender,  ^  Friend,  I  take  into  my  ser- 
vice the  young  man  whom  thou  hast  brought.  1 
am  satisfied,  and  conceive  a  favourable  opinion  of 
his  morals,  since  he  is  presented  by  a  domestic  of 
my  good  fiiend  Signor  Ordonnei." 

As  soon  as  Fabricius  saw  that  I  was  engaged  he 
made  a  low  bow  to  the  canon,  another  still  lower 
to  the  govemante,  and  withdrew,  very  well  satis- 
fied, after  having  whispered  to  me  that  we  should 
see  one  another  often,  and  that  I  had  nothing  to 
do  but  to  stay  where  I  was. — ^When  he  was  gone, 
the  licentiate  asked  my  name,  and  reasons  for  leav* 
ing  my  native  country ;  and  by  these  questions 
engaged  me,  in  presence  of  Dame  Jacinta,  to  re-- 
count my  story.  They  were  both  very  much  di* 
verted,  especially  with  the  account  of  my  last 
adventure,  Camilla  and  Don  Raphael  tickling  them 
o  much,  that  it  was  like  to  have  cost  the  old 
canon  his  life;  for  while  he  laughed  with  all  hit 
force,  he  was  seized  with  such  a  violent  fit  of 
coughing,  that  I  imagined  it  would  have  been  his 
last  As  he  had  not  yet  made  his  will,  you  may 
,asily  guess  how  his  housekeeper  was  alarmed : 
trembling  and  astonished  she  ran  to  the  assistance 
of  the  good  man^  rubbed  his  forehead,  and  clapped 
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him  oa  the  back,  as  is  practised  with  children 
when  they  have  the  chin-cough.  However,  thi» 
was  but  a  false  alarm:  the  old  man  ceased  to 
cough,  and  his  governante  to  torment  him ;  and 
I  would  have  finished  my  story,  had  not  Dame 
Jacinta,  who  dreaded  another  fit,  opposed  it,  and 
carried  me  out  of  the  canon's  chamber  into  a  ward- 
robe, where,  among  several  suits  of  clothes,  was 
that  of  my  predecessor.  This  she  made  me  put 
on,  and  leave  my  own  in  its  room,  which  I  wa& 
not  sorry  to  preserve,  in  hopes  that  it  would  still 
be  of  use  to  me.  After  which  we  went  to  prepare 
dinner. 

I  was  not  a  novice  in  the  art  of  dressing  victuals, 
having  served  ahs^py  apprenticeship  under  Dame 
Leonarda,  who  migpt  have  passed  for  a  good  cook : 
she  was  not,  however,  comparable  to  Dame  Jacinta, 
who,  for  aught  I  know,  would  have  gained  the 
palm  from  the  cook  of  the  archbishop  of  Toledo. 
She  excelled  in  everv  thing :  her  soups  were  ex- 
quisite, on  account  of  her  art  in  choosing  and  mix- 
ing the  difierent  kinds  of  gravy,  of  which  they  were 
composed ;  and  her  hashes  were  seasoned  in  such 
a  manner,  as  rendered  them  extremely  agreeable 
to  the  palate. — ^When  dinner  was  ready,  we  return- 
ed into  the  canon's  chamber,  where,  while  I  laid 
the  cloth  on  a  table  set  just  by  his  elbow  chair, 
the  housekeeper  tucked  a  napkin  under  the  old 
man's  chin,  and  Led  it  over  his  shoulders.  In  a 
moment  after  I  brought  a  mess  of  porridge,  that 
might  have  been  presented  to  the  most  celebrated 
director  of  Madrid ;  and  two  courses,  which  would 
have  stimulated  the  sensually  of  a  viceroy,  had 
not  Dame  Jacinta  been  sparing  of  her  spices  for 
^ear  of  inflaming  the  gout  of  die  licentiate. — ^At 
Ight  of  these  delicate  dishes,  my  old  master, 
whom  I  believed  impotent  in  all  his  members, 
showed  me,  that  he  had  not  as  yet  lost  entirely  the 
use  of  his  arms ;  be  helped  to  disencumber  himself 
of  his  pillows,  and  cheerfully  prepared  himself  for 
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Mtilig.-^Thott^  bis  hand  dhook,  It  did  noC  ifdbse 
Its  ieMtCf  bat  wetat  ami  came  with  great  exp^- 
tktti  $  in  ftoch  a  manner,  however,  that  it  s^nlt  Qp<^D 
the  table-cloth  and  napkin  one  half  of  what  was 
'ntelided  for  his  mouth. — ^I  took  away  the  soap 
when  he  had  done  with  it,  and  brought  in  a  roasted 

Sartridge,  flanked  with  two  quails,  which  Dame 
acinta  carved  for  him.— She  took  care  also  to 
make  him  drink  fireqnently  large  draughts  of  wine, 
a  litde  diluted  in  a  large  and  deep  silver  cup, 
which  she  held  to  his  mouth,  as  if  he  had  been  a 
child  of  fifteen  months.  He  fell  tooth  and  nail 
upon  his  course,  and  did  no  less  honour  to  the 
birds  than  he  had  done  to  the  porridge ;  but  when 
he  had  stuffed  himself  to  the  tongue,  the  devotee  . 
untied  his  napkin,  replaced  his  pillows,  and  left 
bim  in  quiet  to  take  his  afternoon's  nap  in  his 
chair ;  while  we,  having  uncovered  the  table,  went 
to  dinner  in  our  turn. 

In  this  manner  did  our  canon  dine  every  day, 
who,  for  aught  I  know,  was  the  greatest  glutton 
of  the  whole  chapter :  though  his  supper  was  com- 
monly more  dignt,  consisting,  for  the  most  part,  of 
a  pfuBet  and  sbme  conserves.  I  fed  well  in  this 
house,  and  lived  a  very  peaceable  Hfe,  having  only 
one  grievance,  which  was  no  other  than  being 
obliged  16  Watch  my  master,  and  pass  the  whole 
night  Hke  a  nurse. — ^Besides  a  retention  of  urine, 
Aat  obliged  him  to  ask  for  his  chamber-pot  ten 
times  in  an  hour,  he  was  subject  to  proftise  sweats ; 
and  when  this  h^pened,  it  was  my  business  to 
9\ik  hhtk.  «  Gil  Bias  (said  he,  the  second  night) 
IIkmi  hast  activity  and  address ;  and  I  foresee  that 
I  shall  be  very  well  pleased  with  thy  service. — I 
recommend  to  tiliee  above  all  things  to  behave  thy- 
self respectfully  towards  Jy^me  Jacmtit ;  she  is  a 
wench  who  has  served  me  these  fifteen  years  with 
a  singular  seal,  and  takes  such  care  of  my  person^ 
tiiat  I  can  never  enough  show  my  gratitude :  where- 
fore I  own  she  is  more  dear  to  me  than  all  iny  re* 
10*  Vol..  I.  s 
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ladoQs^  For  the  l<^e  of  her  I  have  tamed  out  of 
doors  my  nepbeWi  my  own  sbter'g  son,  who  paid 
no  respect  to  the  poor  girl ;  and^  &r  from  doing 
justice  to  the  sincere  attachment  she  has  lor  me, 
the  insolent  boy  treated  her  as  an  hypocrite;  for 
in  this  age  all  virtue  appears  hypocrisy  to  young 
people. — Thank  heaven !  I  have  got  rid  of  the 
scoundrel :  I  prefer  the  love  that  is  manifested  for 
me  to  all  the  ties  of  bl$K)d,  and  am  swayed  only 
by  the  benefits  I  receive."— -''  You  are  in  the  righti 
sir  (said  I  to  the  licentiate:)  gratitude  ought  to 
have  more  weight  with  us  than  the  laws  of  nature." 
— "  Doubtless,  (he  replied)  and  people  will  see  by 
my  last  will,  that  I  have  no  regani  for  jmy  rela- 
tions. My  housekeeper  will  have  a  good  share,  and 
thou  shalt  not  be  forgot,  provided  that  thou  goest^ 
on  to  serve  me  as  thou  hast  begun.  The  footman 
whom  I  turned  away  yesterday  has  lost  a  good 
legacy  by  his  own  folly ;  if  that  paltry  fellow  had 
not,  by  his  misbehaviour,  obligeid  me  to  dismiss 
him,  I  would  have  made  his  fortune ;  but  he  was 
a  proud  coxcomb,  who  was  deficient  in  his  respect 
for  Dame  Jacinta ;  and  an  idle  rascal,  who  dreaded 
the  smallest  trouble. — He,  forsooth,  did  not  love 
to  watch  over  me,  and  looked  upon  it  as  a  great 
fatigue  to  spend  the  night  in  contributing  to  my 
ease." — *'  An,  the  wretch !  (cried  I,  as  if  tbe  genius 
of  my  friend  had  inspired  me)  he  was  not  worthy 
of  living  with  such  an  honourable  master !  A  lad 
who  has  the  happiness  of  appertaining  unto  yoUy 
ouffht  to  be  indelatigable  in  nis  seal :  he  ought  to 
mue  a  pleasure  of  his  du^,  and  not  to  think  him- 
self fatigued  even  when  he  sweats  blood  and  water 
for  your  service." 

I  perceived  that  these  words  were  very  agree* 
able  to  the  licentiate,  who  was  no  less  satisfied 
with  the  assurance  I  gave  him  of  being  always 
perfecdy  resigned  to  the  will  of  Dame  Jacinta, 
Willing  therefore  to  pass  for  a  valet  whom  fatigue 
could  not  dispirit,  I  did  my  duty  with  the  best 
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grace  I  could  assumey  and  nerer  complsdiied  of 
being  up  all  night;  a  circumstance  which,  however, 
I  found  very  d^agreeable ;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  legacy  with  which  I  fed  my  hopes,  I  should 
have  been  very  soon  disgusted  with  my  condition* 
— ^Indeed  I  slept  some  hours  in  the  day-time ;  and 
Jie  govemante,  to  do  her  justice,  had  a  good  deal 
of  regard  for  me. — ^This  must  be  ascribed  to  the 
care  I  took  in  gaining  her  good  graces,  by  the 
most  complaisant  and  respectful  behaviour ;  when 
I  was  at  table  with  her  and  her  niece,  whose  name 
was  Inesilla,  I  shifted  their  plates,  filled  wine,  and 
served  them  with  a  most  particular  attention ;  by 
which  means  I  insinuated  myself  into  their  friend- 
ship. One  day,  while  Dame  Jacinta  was  gone  out 
to  market,  seeing  myself  alone  with  Inesilla,  I  be- 
gan to  converse  with  her,  and  asked  if  her  father 
and  mother  were  still  alive.  ^*  O !  not  at  all  (an 
swered  she)  they  are  dead  long — long  ago, — mj 
good  aunt  told  me  so.  As  for  my  own  part,  I 
never  saw  them.'*  I  sincerely  believed  the  little 
girl,  though  her  answer  was  not  categorical ;  and 
put  her  into  such  a  humour  of  talking,  that  she 
told  me  more  of  the  matter  than  I  wanted  to  know. 
She  informed  me,  or  rather  I  gathered  from  her 
artless  chat,  that  her  good  aunt  had  a  very  good 
friend,  who  lived  likewise  with  an  old  canon,  whose 
temporalities  he  managed ;  and  that  these  happy 
domesticks  expected  to  join  the  pillage  of  their 
masters  by  a  marriage,  the  sweets  of  which  they 
tasted  before-hand.  I  have  already  observed,  that 
Dame  Jacinta,  though  somewhat  superannuated, 
had  stiU  a  freshness  of  complexion.  True  indeed, 
she  spared  nothing  to  preserve  it;  for,  besides  a 
clyster  which  she  took  every  morning,  she  swal- 
lowed during  the  day,  and  Vhen  she  went  to  bed, 
some  excellent  jellies  of  her  own  composing,  and 
slept  soundly  aU  night,  while  I  watched  my  mas- 
ter: but  that  which,  perhaps,  contributed  more 
than  any  thing  to  preserve  bier  colour  from  fadii^ 
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wM  til  kmBf  whidi  IiMnUa  UM  me  tbe  -hid  is 
each  leg. 


CHAPTER  11. 


I  8CB¥ED  the  licentMrfe  Sedillo  three  oiODthf 
withoat  compIaiBing  of  die  bad  nigbis  he  mack 
me  paM ;  at  the  end  of  whieh  time  he  feU  sick  of  a 
fever,  and  felt  his  goi^t  increased  by  the  pain  which 
it  oocafiioned;  «o  diat,  Ant  Ae  first  time  in  hit 
life,  which  had  been  long,  be  had  recourse  to  jby* 
sictans,  and  sent  for  Doctor  Sangrado,  whom  all 
VaUadolid  looked  npon  as  another  Hippocrates. 
Dame  Jacinta  would  have  been  better  pleased,  if 
the  canon  had  begun  by  making  his  wiU^  and  even 
dropped  some  hints  on- the  subject;  but,  besides 
that  be  did  not  believe  himself  near  his  end,  in 
some  certain  things  he  was  extremely  obstmate: 
I  therefore  went  in  search  of  Dr.  Sangrado,  and 
brought  him  to  the  bouse.  He  was  a  tall,  meagre, 
pale  man,  who  had  kept  the  shears  of  Clotho  em- 
ployed during  forty  years  at  least. — Tins  learned 
physician  had  a  very  soImbb  appearanee,  weighed 
his  discourse,  and  gave  an  emfrfiasia  le  his  express 
sions;  his  reasoning  was  geometrical,  andhisopif 
Bions  extremely  singular. 

A&tf  baring  examined  the  symptoms  of  mjf 
master's  disease,  he  said  to  him  with  a  very  phy« 
sical  air,  "  The  business  here  is  to  supply  the  defect 
of  porspiratioQ,  which  is  obstructed :  others,  in  my> 
place,  would  doubtless  prescribe  saline  draughts^ 
diuretics,  diaphoretics^'  and  such  medicioes  aa 
aboundfwith  mercUry  and  sulphur-;  but  cathaftics 
and  sudoiifics  are  pensions  draffS,  and  all  the 
preparations  of  chymistry  are  onTy  calculated  to 
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do  miscliKf :  for  my  own  part,  I  practiw  t  netfaod 
more  rimple,  and  more  sure. — Pray,  what  i«  your' 
ordinary  diet?*' — ^  My  nsnal  food  (replied  the  ca- 
non) is  broth  and  jnicy  meat" — **  Broth  and  Jniey 
meat !  (cried  the  doctor,  snrprized)  truly,  I  do  not 
wonder  to  find  you  tick :  such  deliciout  victuals 
are  poisoned  pleasures,  and  snares  that  luxury 
spreads  for  mankind,  in  order  ta  ruin  tliem  die 
more  efiiBctaally*  Ton  must  renounce  alt  palatable 
food :  the  most  saktary  is  that  which  is  most  in- 
sipid ;  for  as  the  blood  is  insipid,  it  recfttires  such 
▼ictnals  as  partake  the  most  of  its  own  nature.-— 
And  do  yon  drink  wine  f "  (added  he;) — *'  Tes 
(said  the  licendate)  wine  diluted.'?— <«  O !  diluted 
as  much  as  you  please  (reriied  the  phyrician  i) 
what  an  irr^ularity  is  here  r  what  a  mghtftd  re« 
gnnen!  yoo  ought  to  have  been  dead  long  ago* 
How  (rid"  aw  you,  pray  f"— '4  am  going  in  my 
sixty-nintfayear"  (replied  tbecanon.) — ^^^  Right  (said 
the  physidan^)  anearly  M  age  is  always  the  firuit 
of  intemperance.  -It  yon  had  drank  nothing  else 
than  pure  water  all  your  fife,  and  had  been  satis- 
fled  wid»  simple  nourishment,  silch  as  boiled  apples 
for  example,  you  would  not  new  be  tormmted' 
with  the  gout,  and  all  your  limbs  would  perform 
their  fonetions  with  ease.  I  do  not  despair,  how- 
ever, erf*  setting  you  to  rights  again,  provided  you 
be  wholly  reugned  to  my  dkectioni." 

The  licentiate  having  promised  to  obey  Um  in 
sffl  things,  Sangrado  sent  me  for  a  surgeon,  whom 
be  named,  and  ordered  him  to  take  from  my  ma»* 
ter  six  good  porringers  of  Mood,  as  Ae  first  effort^ 
in  order  to  supply  the  want  of  perspbtttion.  Then 
be  said  to  the  surgeon,  Master  Afartm  Omnes,. 
return  in  diree  hours,  and  take  aa  much  more: 
and  repeat  the  same  evacuation  lo-monrow.  It  is 
a  gross  error  to  think  that  blood  i»*necess8lrv  for 
the  preservation  of  life :  a  patient  casmot  be  blood- 
ed too  miich ;  for  as  he  is  tMiged  to  perform  no 
considerable  motion  or  exercise,  bm  just  only  lo 
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iMcallie^  he  Inis  no  more  <Mxaflioiifor  blood  tbas  & 
Bian  who  is  asleep ;  life,  ia  both,  consisting  in  the 
pulse  and  le^iration  only."  The  doctor  having 
ordered  frequent  and  copious  evacuations  of  this 
kind,  be  told  us,  that  we  must  make  the  canon 
drink  warm  water  incessantly;  assuring  us  that 
water,  drank  in  abundance,  was  the  true  specific 
in  all  distempers  whatever.  And  when  he  went 
away,  be  told  Dame  Jacinta  and  me,  with  an  air 
of  confidence,  that  be  would  answer  for  his  pa- 
tient's life,  provided  we  would  treat  him  in  the 
manner  be  fad  prescribed.  The  govemante,  who 
possibly  thought  otherwise  of  tlus  method,  prae 
tested  that  it  should  be  followed  with  the  utmost 
exactness.  Accordingly  we  set  about  warming 
water  with  all  dispalch ;  and  as  the  physician  had 
recommended  to  us,  above  all  things,  not  to  be  too 

Zaring  of  it,  wie  made  ny  master  drink  for  the 
sc  dose  two  or  three  pints,  at  as  many  draughts. 
An  hour  after  we  repeated  it,  and  returning  to  the 
charge,  firomtime  to  time,  overwhelmed  bis  sto- 
mach with  a  deluge  of  water :  the  surgeon  second- 
ing us,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the  quantity  of  blood 
which  he  drew  firom  him,  in  less  than  two  days  the 
old  canon  was  reduced  to  extremity. 

This  good  priest,  being  quite  spent,  said  to  me 
with  afi^le  voice,  as  I  presented  him  with  a  large 
glass  of  the  spe6ific,  ^*  Hold,  Gil  Bias,  give  me  no 
more  of  it,  my  friend :  I  see  plainly  that  I  must 
die,  in  spite  of  the  'virtues  of  water ;  and  though 
thtfe  is  scarce  a  drop  of  Uood  left  in  my  body,  1 
don*t  find  myself  a  whit  the  better :  which  is  a 
plain  4)rQof^  that  the  most  expert  physician  in  the 
world  oBJomt  prolong  our  days,  when  their  fatal 
period  is  aorived :  go  therefore  and  fetch  a  notary, 
for  1  want  to  make  my  wilL"  At  these  last  wordi^ 
which  I  was  not  sorry  to  hear,  I  eMdcted  to  seem 
melancholy,  and  concealine  the  desire  I  had  to 
execute  his  commissbn,  "  Well,  but  Sir,  (said  I) 
yaa  ane  not  yet  m  low,  tbank  God,  but  that  you 
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may  recovei.'^ — ^^'No,  no^  child,  (replied  he)  it  is 
all  over  with  me.  I  feel  the  gout  iDounting  up* 
wards,  and  death  approaching.  Make  haste,  there- 
fore, and  do  as  I  bid  thee."  I  perceived,  sure 
enough,  that  he  changed  visibly,  and  the  affair 
appeared  so  urgent  that  I  went  out  as  fast  as  pos- 
nble  to  fulfil  his  orders ;  eaving  with  him  Dame 
Jaclttta,  who  was  more  afraid  than  I  that  he  li^ould 
die  intestate.  I  went  into  the  house  of  the  first 
BOtary  I  was  directed  to,  and  finding  him  at  home, 
**  Sir,  (said  I)  the  licentiate  Sedillo,  my  master, 
draws  towards  his  end,  and  wants  to  have  his  last 
will  made;  so  that  there  is  not  a  moment  to 
lose.^  The  notary,  who  was  a  brisk  old  man,  and 
took  delight  in  raDying,  asked  what  physician 
attended  the  canon ;  1  answered,  Doctor  Sangrado. 
—At  that  name,  seizing  his  hat  and  cloak  in  a 
hurry,  <<  Zooks !  (cried  he)  let  us  make  haste ;  for 
tile  doctor  is  so  expeditious  that  he  seldom  gives 
ids  patients  time  to  send  for  notaries:  that  man 
has  choused  me  out  of  a  great  many  jobs." 

So  saying,  he  followed  me  with  great  eagerness, 
and  while  we  walked  togetiier  at  a  good  pace,  that 
we  might  arrive  before  he  should  be  at  the  last 
gasp,  ^*  Sir,  (said  I  to  him)  you  know  that  a  testae- 
tor  at  the  point  of  death  is  apt  to  forget  things : 
now,  if  my  master  should  not  remember  me,  I  beg 
you  will  remind  him  of  my  zeal  and  attachment." 
—''  That  I  will,  my  child :  (replied  the  little  no- 
tary) thou  mayest  depend  upon  me  for  that  I 
will  even  advise  him  to  give  thee  something  con^ 
aiderable;  let  him  be  never  so  littie  disposed  to 
reward  thy  service.^'  The  licentiate,  when  we 
came  into  his  chamber,  had  still  the  use  of  his 
senses,  and  Dame  Jacinta,  who  was  with  him,  her 
visage  bathed  m  tears,  which  she  had  at  command, 
had  played  her  part,  and  bespoke  the  good  man's 
benevcdence.  So  that  she  and  I  left  the  notary 
ahme  with  him,  and  went  into  the  antichamber, 
where,  meeting  the  sm^on  whom  the  doctor  had 
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feiii  to  make  one  eracoattoo  more,  we  atopp^ 
biuu  '^Hold,  Mr.  Martin  (said  the  goyeroante) 
yoa  cannot  go  into  Signor,  SedUlo's  chamber  91 
present;  be  is  dictating  his  last  will  to  a  qotary 
who  is  with  him ;  when  that  is  done,  you  sbaU 
have  leave  to  do  your  office." 

This  pious  gentlewoman  and  I  were  much  afraid 
that  die  licentiate  would  die  before  his  will  coulfi 
be  finished ;  but  happily  for  us,  the  deed  that  occa* 
sioned  our  disquiet  was  executed :  and  the  |iotary» 
finding  me  in  his  way  as  he  came  out|  clapped  me 
on  the  shoulder,  saying,  with  a  smile,  "  Gil  Bias 
is  not  forgotten."  These  words  inspired  me  wiAi 
excessive  joy;  and  I  thought  myself  40  much 
obliged  to  my  master  for  having  r^ipeiobered  me, 
that  I  promised  to  pray  with  all  my  heart  for  his 
soul,  after  his  death,  which  soon  happened;  for 

he  surgeon  having  blooded  him  agam,  the  poor 
old  man,  who  was  but  too  much  exhausted  be^ 
fore,  expired  almost  during  the  operation.  As  he 
breathed  his  last  sighs,  the  physician  came  in,  and 
looked  very  foolishly,  notwithstanding  his  Ipag 
practice  of  dispatching  patients.  Nevertheless,  6ur 
from  imputing  the  canon's  death  to  his  watery 
draughts  and  evacuations,  he  observed  as  he  went 
out,  with  an  cdr  of  indifierei^ce,  that  the  patiept 
had  not  lost  blood  enough,  nor  drank  a  sufficient 
quantitv  of  warm  water ;  while  the  executioner;  of 
this  sublime  art,  I  mean  the  surgeon,  seeing  also 
t)iat  there  was  no  more  occasion  for  his  office,  fol* 
lowed  Doctor  Sangrado. 

,_M  soon  as  the  breath  went  out  of  our  patron's 
bodyi  Daime  Jacinta,  Inesilla,  and  I,  raised  a  con* 
cert  of  mournful  cries  which  were  heard  all  over 
the  neighbourhood:  the  govemante especially,  who 
had  the  greatest  cause  to  rejoice,  uttered  such 
doleful  accents,  that  one  would  havct  thought  she 
was  the  most  affijcted  person  upon  earth ;  and  the 
chamber  was  insts^idy  filled  with  people  drawn 
thither  more  by  curiosity  than  compassioi^     The 


ADVfiNTURSS  OF  GIL  MLhB,  Ml 

Tfdalimis  of  the  deceased  no  sooner  kerotd  the 
news  ol  Us  death  than  thev  poured  into  the  house, 
to  seal  up  every  thing,  and  found  the  housekeeper 
in  soeb  affliction,  tbAt  they  imagined  at  first  the 
canon  had  not  made  his  will :  but  they  soon  on* 
derstood  that  there  was  one  sanctioned  by  all  the 
usual  formalities;  wbuch  when  they  came  to  open, 
and  saw  that  the  testator  had  disposed  of  his  best 
effects  in  favour  of  Dame  Jacinta  and  die  little 
girl,  they  made  his  funeral  speech  in*  terms  not 
much  to  the  honour  of  his  memory:  they  pro- 
nounced an  enlogium  on  the  devotee,  at  the  same 
time,  and  even  bestowed  some  praises  on  me,  who 
.  mustown;  deserved  some  at  their  hands :  for  <he 
licentiate  (rest  his  soul !)  in  order  to  make  toe 
remember  him  as  long  as  I  should  live,  explained 
himself  in  an  article  of  his  will,  with  regard  to 
me,  in  this  manner. — ^^  Item,  as  Gil  Bias  is  a  young 
man  of  some  understanding  already,  in  order  to 
complete  his  learning,  I  leave  to  him  my  library, 
all  my  books  and  manuscripts  without  ea,ception." 
I  could  not  conceive  wnere  this  pretended  U- 
biary  could  be,  having  never  perceived  any  such 
thing  in  the  house.  I  knew  only  of  a  few  papers, 
with  five  or  six  volumes  that  stood  upon  a  shelf  in 
my  master's  closet;  and  these  were  my  legacy; 
though  the  books  could  not  be  of  any  great  service 
to  me,  one  being  entitled.  The  Complete  House> 
wife;  another  treated  of,  Indioestion  and  the  Me- 
thod of  Cure ;  the  rest  were,  Toe  four  Parts  of  die 
Breviary,  which  the  moths  had  almost  cpusumed* 
With  regard  to  the  manuscripts,  the  most  curious 
contained  all  the  proceedings  of  a  law-suit  in 
which  he  was  once  engaged  for  bis  prebend.  After 
having  examined  the  legacy  with  more  attention 
than  it  deserved,  I  left  it  to  the  relatians  who 
envied  me  so  much.  I  gave  them  back  the  very 
clodies  I  wore,  and  resumed  my  own ;  claiming 
my  wages  only,  as  the  fruit  of  my  service,  and  re- 
solving to  seek  a  place  elsewhere.  As  for  Dame 
F  Vol,  I.        1 1 
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Jacinlfti  besides  the  money  which  was  left  to  her, 
she  was  in  possession  of  some  valuable  effects, 
which,  by  the  assistance  of  her  good  friend,  she 
had  Ibond  means  to  secrete  daring  the  licentiateV 
last  illness. 


CHAPTER  m. 


I  BXSOLTEB  to  Tisit  SigDOT  AHas  de  Londoma, 
and  consult  his  register  for  a  new  place ;  but  as  I 
was  just  going  into  the  blind  alley  where  he  lived, 
I  met  Doctor  Sangrado,  whom  I  had  not  seen  since 
the  death  of  my  master,  and  took  the  freedom  to 
salute  him.  He  recollected  me  immediately,  al- 
though I  had  changed  my  dress,  and  expressing 
some  joy  at  seeing  me,  ''  Art  thou  there,  my  child, 
(said  he)  I  was  just  thinking  of  thee ;  having  occa- 
sion for  a  good  lad  to  serve  me,  I  imagined  that 
thou  wouldest  answer  mv  purpose  very  well;  if 
thou  canst  read  and  write.^'-**'  Sir,  (answered  I)  in 
that  particular  I  can  do  your  business."  **  Say'st 
thou  so  (said  he;)  then  thou  art  the  man  I  want: 
come  to  my  house,  where  thou  shalt  find  every 
thing  agreeable :  I  will  treat  thee  with  distinction ; 
and  though  I  give  no  wages,  thou  shalt  want  for 
nothing:  I  will  take  care  to  maintain  thee  hand- 
somely ;  and  will  even  'discover  to  thee  the  great 
mystery  of  caring  all  diseases ;  in  a  word,  thou 
sluJt  rather  be  my  pupil  than  my  servant" 

I  accepted  die  doctor's  proposal,  in  hopes  xA 
making  myself  illustrious  m  physick,  nnrlor  the 
auspices  of  such  a  learned  master ;  and  be  carried 
me  home  with  him  on  the  instant,  in  order  to  imti- 
ate  me  in  the  employment  for  which  I  was  designed. 
This  employment  consisted  in  writing  die  names 
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and  phoei  of  abode  of  the  p«lieDt8  who  seat  fi>r  bim 
while  he  was  abroad:  for  this  purpose,  there  was  io 
the  house  a  register,  in  which  an  old  woman,  who 
was  his  sole  domestic^  set  down  their  several  direc- 
tions :  but  besides  that  she  was  utterly  igpnorant  of 
spelling,  she  wrote  so  ill  that  for  the  most  part  it 
was  impossible  to  decypher  her  scrawl.  I  was  in- 
vested with  the  charge  of  dus  book,  which  might 
have  been  with  great  justice  stiled  a  register  of  the 
dead ;  for  almost  all  the  people  whose  names  it 
contained  gave  up  the  ghost  I  inserted  in  it  ^to 
Qse  the  expression)  the  names  of  those  people  wno 
were  to  set  out  for  the  other  world,  as  the  clerk  of 
a  iBtage<oacb-offioe  registers  those  who  take  places. 
'The  pen  was  seldom  out  of  my  hand,  because  there 
was  not  at  that  time  a  physician  in  Valladolid  of 
more  credit  than  Doctor  Sangrado,  who  had  ac- 
quired great  reputation  with  the  public,  by  a 
pomp  of  words,  a  solemn  air,  ana  some  lucky 
cures  which  had  dime  him  more  honour  than  he 
deserved. 

He  did  not  want  practice,  nor  of  ccmseqoenoe 
money,  which  however  did  not  make  us  fiue  the 
better,  his  housekeeping  behig  extremely  parsioM^- 
mous;  our  ordinary  food  comisdng'of  peas,  beans 
boiled  codlins,  or  cheese*;  which  alimenu  (he  smd) 
were  agreeable  to  the  stomach,  as  being  most  pro- 

KKr  for  trituration,  in  other  words,  easily  brayed, 
otwithstanding  this  his  opinion,  however,  he  did 
not  approve  of  oar  eating  a  belly-fuU  even  of  them : 
in  which,  to  be  sure,  he  was  much  in  the  rights 
bnt,  if  he  forbid  his  maad  and  me  to  eat  a  great 
deal,  he  aUowed  us,  by  way*  of  recompence,  to 
drink  as  much  water  as  we  could  swsdlow :  fir 
from  restricting  us  in  this  particular,  he  would 
fometimes  say,  *'  Dri^,  my  children,  health  con- . 
flits  in  the  suppleness  ami  humectation  of  the 
parti :  drink  water  in  great  abundance :  it  is  an 
noifiersal  menstruum  dwt  dissolves  all  kinds  of 
tak.    When  the  course  of  the  Mood  is  too  languid. 
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thU  Bteekrate*  iti  motioD ;  and  wben  too  ni|>d, 
<^ecki  its  iinpetaonty."  '  The  hooect  doctor  wu 
■o  well  convinced  of  the  truth  of  tUi  doctrine, 
tbst  be  himielf  dnmk  nothing  bnt  water,  thonoli 
be  was  well  stricken  in  years.  He  defined  idd 
a^,  a  natural  decay,  that  withers  and  consumes 
n> ;  and  in  consequence  of  this  definition,  deplored 
the  ignorance  of  those  who  cqI)  wine  "  the  milk  ol 
old  men ;"  for  be  maintained  that  the  jaice  of  tba 
grape  wastes  and  destroys  them ;  and  with  great 
eloquence  observed,  that  this  ftiial  liquor  is  to 
them,  as  to  all  the  world,  p.  treachQHmr  oiend  and 
deceitinl  pleasure.  .-  .': 

In  spite  of  all  this  fine  reasoning,  I-J<aa|M>t  bwn 
«ght  days  in  the  home  when  I'  was  t^a/B^Mi^  a 
looseness,  and  began  to  feel  great  disOrdpr.^',a^ 
bowels,  which  I  wag  rash  enough  to  ascribe  lb  Ota 
universal  dissolvent  and  meagre  subsistence,  on 
which  I  lived.  I  complained  of  it  to  my  maMer, 
in  hopes  that  b^'.Woiud' relent  and  allow  me  a 
litde  wine  at  mealf :-  kut  he  was  too  much  an 
«iemy  to  tliut  l)(;|iKU','v^~'griUi^  iny  expectation. 
**  If  thou  freles<'^'.^i;j^  (sitid  he  to  me)  any  re- 
Inctance  to  gimpt^.^eJBi^.^^;  ihrre  are  ionoceot  aids 
in  plenty,  lhai:Ai^'Vi!r{ipr>rf  ihy  stomach  against 
tlwinsipid  1  I  uj'rVv,,iii  i,\'- i-e,  for  example,  and 
balm  will  give  Jt  hs-)^JLrafaie  flavour ;  and  an  in< 
iusiott  of  coni,-7a$^^i^r^^llyflower,  and  roiema^, 
will  render  it  stl^  ntOMf  delicioas. 

Notwichsta[(i<Un^,^'''be  could  say  in  praise  irf 
water  and  the  Mcielfelit.ieverages  he  tasighl  me  to 
otHDpose,  I  draok  df-ttwith  such  moderation,  tbai 
perceiving  my  tempSmoee,  he  said,  "  Why,  truly, 
Gil  Bias,  I 'am-Mt'.at  sJl  surprised  tluu  dMU. 
dost  not  enjoygwM  health.  Thou  dost  ooT  diinh 
enough,  my  fnend.  Water  taken  in  small  qiuuil»* 
ties  serves  only  to  -disentangie  the  partides  .of  the 
bile,  and  give  them  more  activity;  wfacvas  Aty 
rftould  be  drowned  in  a  copious  dUution :  doa'tlK 
afraid,  my  child,   that  abundance  of  water  wiU 
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Weaken  and  rdaz  thy  stomach :  lay  aside  that  p*- 
aic  ttwt  which  perhaps  thou  enterUuiieBt  of  pknd^ 
fid  drinkhig;  I  will  warrant  the  conseqaenqe, 
and  if  thon  dost  not  look  upon  me  as  a  sufficient 
bondsnan,  Celsus  himself  shaU  be  thy  security. 
That  Roman  oracle  bestows  an  admirable  eulogium 
on  water,  and  'afterwards  says,  in  express  terms, 
that  those  who  eicnse  their  drinking  of  wine,  on 
account  of  a  weak  stomach,  do  a  manifest  injury 
to  that  organ,  by  using  such  a  cloak  for  their  own 
sensuality.^ 

As  it  would  not  have  looked  well  tor  me  to 
show  myself  intractable  in  the  v^  beginning  of 
my  career  in  physic ;  I  seemed  persuaded  of  his 
being  in  the  right,  and  will  even  own  I  was  ef- 
lectually  convinced ;  so  that  I  continued  to  drink 
water  on  the  guaranty  of  Celsus,  or  rather  to 
drown  my  bile  in  copious  draughts  of  that  liquor 
and  although  I  fdt  myself  every  day  more  and 
more  incommoded  by  it,  prejudice  got  the  better 
of  experience ;  so  htippily  was  I  disposed  by  nature 
for  becoming  a  pbysiciaa.  I  could  not  always, 
liowever,  remst  the  vioknce  of  my  (&order,  whicli 
increased  to  such  a  degree,  that  I  resolved,  at 
length)  to  leave  Doctor  Sangrado ;  but  he  invested 
me  with  a  new  employment  which  made  me  change 
that  resolution.  ^^  Hark'ee,  my  child,  (said  he  one 
day)  I  am  not  one  of  those  harsh  and  ungrateful 
masters  who  let  their  domestics  grow  grey  in  their 
service,  before  they  recompense  them.  I  am  well 
pleased  with  thy  behaviour,  I  have  a  regard  for 
thee,  and  without  fiirther  delay  will  make  thy 
fiNrtuae«  I  wiU  immediately  disclose  to  thee  tfae 
whde  extent  of  that  salutary  art  which  i  haifie 
professed  so  many  years.  Olfa^  physicians  make 
tUs  consist  in  the  knowledge  of  a  thousand  diffi- 
cult sciences :  but  I  intend  to  go  a  shorter  way  tO 
woik,  and  spare  thee  the  trouble  of  studying  phar- 
macy, anatomy,  botany,  and  physic:  know^  my 
firicnd,  all  that  is  reqaind  is  to  bleed  the  patienu 
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and  mftke  them  drink  warm  water.  TUf  it  tfke 
seeret  of  curing-  all  the  distempers  incident  ta 
man.  Tes !  that  wonderfhl  secret  which  I  reveal 
to  thee,  and  which  natnre,  impenetrable  to  mj 
brethren,  hath  not  been  able  to  hide  from  my  re 
searches,  is  contained  in  these  two  points,  of  plen- 
tifiil  bleeding  and  frequent  draughts  of  water.  I 
nave  nothing  more  to  impart;  thou  knowest  physic 
to  tlie  very  bottom,  and  reaping  the  frnit  of  my 
long  experience,  art  become  in  a  twinkling  as  skil* 
ful  as  I  am.  Thou  mayest  (continued  he)  ease  me 
not  a  litde,  at  present ;  in  the  morning  thoa  shalt 
keep  our  register,  and  in  the  afternoon  go  and  virit 
a  part  of  my  patients:  while  I  take  care  of  the 
nobility  and  clei^,  thou  shalt  go  in  my  room  to 
the  houses  of  tradesmen,  where  I  am  called  :  and 
when  thou  shalt  have  practised  some  time,  I  wil 

EOGure  thv  admission  into  the  faculty.  Thou  art 
imed,  Gil  Bias,  bef<M«  thou  tumest  physician ; 
whereas  others  prescribe  a  long  time,  genaraUy  all 
their  lives,  without  ever  becoming  leamedr" 

I  thanked  the  doctor  for  having  enabled  me  with 
such  dispatch  to  serve  as  his  deputy ;  and,  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  his  favours,  assured  him  that 
I  would  follow  his  manms  as  long  as  I  lived,  even 
if  thev  should  be  contrary  to  those  of  Hippocrates. 
But  this  assurance  was  not  altogether  sincere }  for 
I  disapproved  of  his  opinion  with  regard  to  wateti 
2nd  resolved  to  drink  wine  every  day,  when  I 
went  out  to  visit  my  patients.  I  committed  my 
own  clothes  to  a  peg  fi>r  a  second  time,  and  put 
an  a  suit  of  my  master's,  that  I  might  appear  in 
all  respects  like  a  phyncian :  after  which,  I  pre* 
pared  myself  for  exercising  medicine  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  whom  it  riiould  concern.  My  coup  d'essai 
being  upon  an  alguasil  who  was  ill  of  a  pleurisy^ 
I  ordered  him  to  be  blooded  without  mercy  and 
filled  to  the  tongue  with  water :  I  went  afterwards 
mto  the  iiouse  of  a  pastry-cook  who  lay  roariQg 
with  the  gout,  and  whose  Uood  I  was  no  moca 
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Bptring  of  than  the  alguazil's ;  taking  care  also 
not  to  restrict  him  in  die  article  of  water.  For 
these  prescriptions  I  received  twelve  rials,  which 
made  me  so  enamoored  of  the  professiiwi,  that  I 
thought  '^the  more  mischief  the  better  sport" 
Coming  out  of  the  pastry-cook's  honse,  I  met  Fa- 
bricius,  whom  I  had  not  seen  since  the  death  of 
the  licentiate  Sedillo ;  and  who,  having  looked  at 
me  some  minutes  with  surprise,  set  his  hands  in 
his  sidesy  and  burst  out  into  an  immoderate  fit  of 
laughter.  It  was  not  without  reason ;  for  having  a 
cloak  that  trailed  on, the  ground,  with  a  double 
and  breeches  that  would  have  served  a  man  fou. 
times  as  big  as  me,  my  figure  was  truly  original. 
I  let  him  laugh  till  he  was  tired,  not  without  being 
tempted  to  follow  his  example ;  but  I  constrained 
myself  in  order  to  preserve  decorum,  and  the  better 
ape  the  physician,  who  is  no  risible  animal.  If  my 
ludicrous  appearance  had  excited  the  mirth  of  Fa- 
bricius,  my  gravity  increased  it ;  and  when  he  had 
indulged  it  sufficiendy,  ^^  Upon  my  conscience,  Gil 
Bias  (said  he)  thou  art  pleasandy  equipped.  Who 
the  devil  has  disguised  thee  in  this  manner?" — 
*^  Sofdy,  firiend  (replied  I)  softly. — ^Learn  to  show 
more  respect  for  another  Hippocrates ;  and  know, 
that  I  am  the  deputy  of  Doctor  Sangrado,  the  most 
celebrated  physician  of  Valladolid,  with  whom  I 
have  lived  these  three  weeks.  He  has  taught  me 
phyric  to  the  very  bottom,  and  as  he  cannot,  in 
person,  attend  all  the  sick  who  send  for  him,  I 
assist  him  in  his  visitation :  he  takes  care  of  the 

freat,  and!  of  the  plebeians." — <*  Very  well,  (replied 
abricius)  he  leaves  the  blood  of  the  commonalty 
to  thee,  while  he  reserves  that  of  the  gentry  to 
himself;  I  congratulate  thee  upon  thy  share;  for 
it  is  better  to  have  to  do  with  the  populace  than 
with  persons  of  fashion :  happy  is  a  suburb  phy- 
sician !  his  faults  are  less  observed,  and  his  assas- 
sinations less  known.  Yes,  my  child  (added  he) 
thy  situation  is  to  be  envied,  and  to  speak  in  the 
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ward«  of  Aleundtfr^  if  I  was  hoc  FabridiiSy  I  coiM 
wish  to  be  Gil  Blat.^' 

To  show  the  son  of  barber  Nnnnet,  that  be  bad 
reason  to  praise  the  happiness  of  my  present  con- 
ditioii,  I  produced  the  rials  whkh  I  had  received 
from  the  algaazil  and  pastry-cook ;  upon  which  we 
went  into  a  public  house  in  order  to  spend  some 
c(  them :  here  we  were  served  with  pretty  good 
wine,  which  the  longing  desire  I  had  of  tasting 
that  lianor,  made  me  think  still  better  than  it 
was,  I  drank  huge  draughts  of  it,  and  (no  dispar- 
agement to  the  Roman  ofacle)  the  more  I  filled 
my  stomach,  the  less  did  that  organ  complain  of 
the  injury  it  received.  Fabricius  and  I  having 
staid  together  a  long  time  in  the  public  house,  and 
laughed  heartily  at  the  expence  of  our  masters,  as 
the  custom  is  among  servants,  we  parted  in  the 
twilight,  after  having  made  a  mutual  promise  of 
meeting  again  in  the  same  place,  next  day  in  the 
afternoon. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


I  HAD  just  got  home  when  Doctor  Sangrado 
came  in,  to  whom  I  gave  an  account  of  the  patient* 
I  had  visited,  and  put  mto  his  hand  eight  rials 
which  remained  of  the  twelve  I  had  received  for 
my  prescriptions.  ^ Eight  rials!  (said  he,  after 
having  counted  them)  this  is  a  small  matter  for 
two  visits;  but  we  must  refuse  nothing.^'  So  it 
appeared :  for  he  kept  six,  and  gave  me  two* 
^<  Hold,  Gil  Bias,  (added  he)  there  is  something 
for  thee  to  begin  stock  ;  I  allow  thee  a  fourth  ]part 
of  what  thou  shalt  get,  and  thou  wih  be  rich  m  a 
very  short  time  fmy  friend,)  for,  please  God,  thete 
will  be  plenty  oi  diseases  this  season.'* 
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1  had  reason  to  be  contented  with  mv  share} 
became,  resolving  to  detain  always  a  third  part 
of  what  I  should  receive  from  the  patients,  and 
Hiierwards  touching  a  fourth  of  what  should  re- 
main, it  would  on  the  whole  (if  there  be  any  truth 
in  arithmetic)  amount  to  one  half  of  what  I  should 
earn.  This  consideration  inspiring  me  with  new 
aitlour  for  my  profession,  next  day  when  I  had 
dined,  I  resumed  my  physical  dress,  and  going 
crat.  visited  several  patients  whom  I  had  registered, 
and  whom  I  treated  after  the  same  manner,  though 
their  distempers  were  quite  different.  Hitherto 
things  had  gone  smoothly  on,  and  nobody  (thank 
Heaven)  found  fault  with  my  prescriptions;  but 
however  excellent  the  practice  of  physic  may  be,^ 
it  cannot  escape  censure.  Going  into  the  house 
of  a  grocer  whose  son  was  dropsical,  I  there  met 
with  a  little  swarthy  physician  called  Doctor  Cu 
chillo,  whom  a  relation  of  the  grocer's  had  brought 
along  with  him :  I  made  profound  bows  to  every 
body  present,  and  in  particular,  to  the  person  who 

2  concluded)  was  called  to  consult  with  me  about 
e  distemper  of  the  patient;  he  saluted  me  with  ' 
^at  gravity,  then  eyeing  me  attentively  for  some 
minutes,  "  Signor  Doctor  (said  he)  pray  excuse  my 
dariosity:  I  tiiougfat  I  haa  been  acquainted  with 
all  my'  brethren  the  physicians  of  Valladolid  ;  but 
I'confes^  your  features  are  utterly  unknown  to  me : 
strevon  must  not  have  been  long  setded  in  this 
city.  I  answered  tfakt  1  wus  a  young  practitioner, 
who  as  yet  only  prescribed  under  the  auspices  of 
Doctor  aangtado.  "  I  congratulate  you  (said  he^ 
bowing)  on  your  having  embraced  the  method  of 
such  ^a  great  man ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  you 
aJ^  already  master  of  your  business,  notwithstandr 
10^  your  youthttil  appearance."  He  spoke  this  so 
natttrdFjr,  thai  I  din  not  know  whether  he  was  in 
jeflt't)r  earnest,  and  I  "was  thinking  upon  some  an* 
•irer,'  when  the  grocer  interposing,  s^d,  "  Gentle- 
nien;  I  tun  persuaded  that  yon  are  bbth  perfecdy 
F  %  Vox-  L      .  9        * 
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well  acquainted  with  the  «rt  of  pbysic,  tbevefint, 
pray  examine  the  situation  of  my  son,  and  prei* 
scribe  what  yon  shaU  judge  proper  for  his  cure." 

Accordin^y,  the  little  doctor  inquired  into  the 
state  of  our  patient,  and  after  having  made  me 
observe  all  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  asked  in 
what  manner  I  proposed  to  treat  him.     ^  I  am  oi 
opinion  (said  I^  that  he  should  be  blooded  every 
day,  and  drink  not  water  in  abundance."    At  these 
words  the  little  physician  said  with  a  satirical  grin, 
*^  And  do  you  think  these  remedies  will  save  his 
life  ?"    ''  Never  doubt  that,  fcried  I,  in  a  resolute 
tone)  they  must  certainly  proauce  that  effect,  being 
(as  Doctor  Sangrado  observes^  specifics  against  all 
kinds  of  distempers."    ^^  At  tnat  rate  ^replied  he) 
Celsns  is  very  much  to  blame,  in  assunng  us,  that 
for  the  more  easy  cure  of  a  dropsy,  it  is  requisite 
to  make  the  patient  suffer  both  hunger  and  thirbl." 
— '*  Oh,  Celsus,  I  resumed,  is  not  my  oracle:  he  was 
as  liable  to  mistakes  as  any  other ;  and  I  have 
sometimes  found  my  account  in  acting  quite  con- 
trary to  his  opinion." — "  I  perceive  by  your  dis» 
course  (said   Cuchillo)  the  sure  and  satis&ctory 
method  that  Doctor  Sangrado  would  insinuate  iuui 
young  practitioners  :  the  whole  of  his  practice  coo- 
suts  in  bleeding  and  aqueous  draughts ;  therefore  I 
am  not  at  all  surprised  to  see  so  many  honest 
peopke  die  under  his  hands." — ^'  None  of  your 
invectives  (said  I,  interrupting  him  with  some  heat,) 
it  does  not  look  well  to  hear  a  man  of  your  profes 
sion  cast  such  reflections.  Come,  come,  Mr.  Doctor^ 
abundance*  of  sick  people  are  sent  to  the  other 
world  without  being  blooded,  or  drinking  hot  water; 
and  I  don't  doubt  that  you  have  dismissed  your 
share  of  them :  if  you  have    any    thing  to  say 
agabst  Doctor  Sangrado,  commit  it  to  paper,  he 
will  answer  it,  and  we  shall  soon  see  on  which  side 
the  laughers  are." — '^  By  St  Jago  and  St  Dennis  1 
(cried  he  in  a  rage)  you  are  little  acquainted  with 
Doctor  Cuchillo !  Know,  friend,  that  I  have  both 
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tKdi  and  nails,  and  am  not  at  all  afrad  of  Sangp*ado, 
who,  in  spite  of  his  vanity  and  presumption,  is  a 
downright  ninny."  The  appearance  of  the  little 
doctor  malung  me  despise  his  wrath,  I  replied  with 
great  bitterness;  he  answered  in  the  same  manner, 
and  we  came  to  fisticuffs  in  a  very  short  time: 
some  blows  passed,  and  each  of  us  lost  an  handful 
of  hair  before  the  grocer  and  his  kinsman  could 
part  us:  which  when  they  had  accomplished,  I  was 
paidfor  my  visit  and  dismissed,  while  they  retained 
my  antagonist,  who  seemed  to  them  the  more  skil- 
ful of  the  two. 

After  this  adventure,  I  hald  like  to  have  met 
with  another  as  bad :  for  going  to  visit  a  fat  chanter 
who  was  ill  of  a  fever,  I  no  sooner  mentioned  hot' 
wmer,  than  he  fell  into  a  rage  against  the  specific, 
cursed  and  swore,  called  me  a  thousand  names,  and 
even  threatened  to  throw  me  out  of  the  window.  I 
moved  off  hster  than  I  come  in,  and  not  choosing 
to  see  any  more  patients  that  day,  betook  myself  to 
the  house  appointed  for  the  rendecvous  between  me 
and  Fabriaus,  who  was  already  there :  and  as  we 
found  ourselves  in  a  frolicsome  humour,  we  drank 
hard,  and  went  home  in  a  state  of  elevation— ^hat ' 
iS|  half  seas  over. 

Signor  Sangrado  did  not  observe  that  I  was 
dronk,  because  he  mistook  my  extravagant  gestures 
in  recounting  the  quarrel  I  had  with  the  little 
doctor^  for  an  effect  of  the  emotion  occasioned  by 
the  battle:  besides,  having  been  principally  con- 
cerned in  our  dispute,  he  became  a  party,  and 
piqued  at  Cuchillo,  said,  ^'Thou  hast  done  well, 
(xil  Bias,  in  defending  the  honour  of  our  remedies 
against  that  little  abortion  of  the  faculty.  He 
affirms  then,  that  aqueous  draughts  are  improper 
for  the  dropsy !  Ignorant  wretch !  I  maintain — I  . 
do*-4hat  a  dropsical  patient  cannot  drink  too  much, 
YeS|  water  (aaded  he)  can  cure  all  kinds' of  drop- 
sies, as  well  as  rheumatisms,  and  the  green-sioi- 
ness;  it  is  moreover  etcdimnt  in  fevers  where  the 
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palient  buriM  and  ihiva»  at  the  laiae'time^  aikl  ci 
ipcredible  effect  even  in  thoae  diBtempcn  that  arar 
unputed  to  cold,  seroui^  and  phlegmatic  humouns' 
this  opinion  mav  appear  straiige  to  such  raw  phyii* 
cians  as  CuchiUo;  bnt  it  is  easily  snpported  by 
theory  and  practice^  and  if  such  as  he  were  capabb 
of  reasoning  philosophically,  instead  of  decrying 
iny  method,  they  would  bec<nne  my  most  xeaJkms 
partisans." 

He  did  not  thenefoie  soqiect  my  bring  fuddbd^ 
so  much  was  he  enraged ;  for,  in  order  to  inflame 
him  the  more  against  the  little  doctor,  I  had* 
thrown  into  my  story  some  circumstances  of  my 
own  invention.  Nevertheless,  fired  as  he  waa 
with  what  I  had  told  him,  he  percaved  that  I 
drank  more  water  that  evening  than  usual,  dm 
wine  having  made  me  very  tfairs^.  Any  other  than 
Sangrado  would  have  suspected  my  eztraordinary 
drought,  and  the  great  draughts  I  swallowed;  hot 
a^  firmly  believed  that  I  began  to  relish  waterjF 
potions ;  and  said,  with  a  smik,  ^^  I  see^  Gil  BlaSy 
thou  bast  no  longer,  an  avecaaon  to  water.  Heamsi 
b^  praised !  thou  drinkest  it  now.  like  nectar.  A 
duu^  thdit  does  not  smrptise  me  at  all,  my  friend; 
for  I  knew  that  it  would  soon  growfiuniliar  to  thy 
ta^lew"*^''  Sir,  (I  rq;>lied)  there  is .  a  time  for  aU 
things:  I  would  not  at, present  give  a junt -of  water 
for  an  hogshead  of  wine."  The  doctor^  cfaamed 
wit^  this  answer,  did  not  neglect  such  a  fair  oppor* 
tunity  of  extolUng  the  exi^lknce.  of' water;  but 
ufteied  a,  new  eulogium  on  it,  not  likejicold  advo* 
cate,  but  with  all  the  fervour  of  an  enthusiast 
*' A  thousand  times  (cried  he}  a  thousand  and  teo 
thousand  Umes  more  valuable  and  innocent  than 
die  taverns  of  our  dayt  were  those  baths  of  agoa 
pi^t,  into  which  people  did  not  go  to  [VQStitute  i» 

shameful  manner  their  lives  and  fortnnes  by  g}«(« 
ting  themselves  with  wine;  but  where  people  npet  * 
for  Amusement,  and  drank  hot  water  wiih  honour* 
and  security!  One  cannot  enough  admire  ibe^iMie 
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w^viiiim  of  those  mMters  of  civO  \ik^  who  esta- 
4fiiriiedpiibHc  places  wfaere  water  was  freely  given 
to  aH  comers,  and  who  secured  the  wine  in  the 
•hops  of  apothecaries,  permitting  it  to  be  used  by 
the  prescriptions  of  physicians  only.  What  sur- 
prising sagacity !  It  is  doubtless  (added  he)  owing 
t9  some  lucky  remains  of  that  ancient  frugality, 
worthy  of  the  goldeti  aee,  that  there  are  still  a  few 
who,  Ufce  thou  and  f ,  dnnk  nodung  but  water;  and, 
who  as  a  preservative  from,  or  cure  of  all  distem*- 
pert,  trost  to  hot  water  unboiled :  for  I  have  ob* 
served  that  boiled  water  is  more  heavy  and  less 
agreeable  to  the  stomach.'^ 

While  he  uttered  this  eloquent  harangue,  I  had 
like  to  have  laughed  in  his  face  more  than  once :  I 
kept  my  gravity  however.  I  did  more. — ^I  entered 
faito  the  doctor's  sentiments,  inveighed  against  the 
nse'of  wine,  and  lamented  diat  mankind  bad  con* 
tracked  a  taste  for  such  a  pernicious  liquor.  Then 
(as  my  thirst  was  not  sufficiently  quenched)  I  filled 
alarge  goblet  with  water,  and  having  swallowed  lonff 
draughts  of  it,  *^  Come,  sir,  (sud  I  to  my  master) 
let  us  regale  ourselves  with  this  benevolent  liquori 
and  revive  in  your  house  those  ancient  baths  which 
yati  regret  so  much.^  He  applauded  my  teal,  and 
daring  a  whole  quarter  of  an  noor,  exhorted  me  to 
Mttk  iiothing  but  water.  In  order  to  familiarise 
myself  to  this  prescription,  I  promised  to  swallow 

great  quantity  every  evening ;  and  that  I  might 
he  more  easily  perform  my  promise,  went  to  bed 
with  a  resolution  of  going  to  the  tavern  every 

The  opposition  I  met  with  at  die  grocer's  house 
ttd  not  deter  me  from  prescribing  warm  water  and 
Ueedin#^  next  (fey.  As  I  came  out  of  a  house 
Whore  i  had  been  to  visit  a  frantic  poet,  I  met  an 
lid  woman  in  the  street,  who  accosting  me,  asked, 
Jt  I  was  a  physician ;  when  I  answered  in  the  af"^ 
imiatite,  ^*  wi^ll  then  (ssJd  she)  I  most  humbly  beg 
you  will  come  along  with  me ;  my  niece  was  yester* 
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day  tak^i  iU,  and  I  don't  know  what  if  (lie  matter 
with  her."  I  followed  the  cdd  gentlewoman,  who 
conducted  me  to  a  house,  and  introduced  me  to  a 

Eretty  neat  chamber,  where  I  found  a  person  is 
ed,  and  going  towards  her^  in  order  to  enquire  into 
the  symptoms  oi  her  disease,  was  iinraediatdy 
struck  with  her  features,  which  when  I  had  ob8enr»> 
ed  some  minutes,  I  recollected  her  to  be  no  other 
than  the  female  adventurer  who  had  so  dexterously 
acted  the  part  of  Camilla.  As  for  her  part,  she  dKl 
not  seem  to  remember  me ;  whether  the  oppression 
of  her  own  distemper,  or  my  physical  garb,  secured 
me  from  her  recollection. — Laying  hold  of  her  arm, 
in  order  to  feel  the  pulse,  I  perceived  the  ring  upon 
her  finger ;  at  sight  of  which  I  felt  a  terrible  emo* 
tion,  and  a  violent  desire  of  attempting  to  retrieve 
it:  but* considering  that  the  women  might  fall  a 
crying,  and  Don  Raphael,  or  some  other  champion 
of  the  fair  sex,  come  to  their  assistance,  I  was  at 
pains  to  resist  the  temptation,  and  imagining  it 
would  be  better  to  dissemble,  and  take  the  advice 
of  Fabricius,  stuck  to  this  last  resolution.  In  the 
mean  time  the  old  woman  pressing  me  to  let  her 
know  the  nature  of  her  niece's  distemper,  I  was 
not  fool  enough  to  own  myself  ignorant  of  the 
matter  \  but,  on  the  contrary,  afiecting  the  man  of 
skill,  and  copying  my  master's  deportment,  I  toM 
her,  with  great  gravity,  that  the  distemper  proceed- 
ed from  the  patient's  want  of  perspiration,  and 
that,  of  consequence,  she  must  be  speedily  blooded, 
that  evacuation  being  the  only  substitute  of  perspi* 
ration :  I  likewise  prescribed  warm  water,  that  the 
rules  of  our  practice  might  be  exactly  observed. 

Having  made  my  visit  as  short  as  possible,  X  ran 
to  find  the  son  of  Nunnez,  whom  I  met  at  the  door, 
going  out  to  execute  a  commission  for  his  master :  I 
told  him  my  new  adventure,  asking,  if  he  tbooght 
[  should  cause  Camilla  to  be  arrested  in  course^ 
of  law  .^  He  answei^ed,  '^  Not  at  all.  That  is  not 
*  the  way  to  see  thy  ring  i^in;   for   the  officers 
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of  iiiftdce  hate  to  make  restitution.  Remember  the 
jail  of  Astorga,  where  thy  horse,  money,  and  even 
thy  clothes  were  detained  by  these  harpies.  We 
must  rather  make  use  of  our  own  industry  in  re- 
covering thy  jewel:  I'll  undertake  to  find  out 
some  stratagem  for  that  purpose,  and  I  will  think 
of  it  in  my  way  to  the  hospital,  where  I  carry  a 
short  message  to  the  steward,  from  my  master :  go 
and  wait  for  me  at  our  tavern,  and  be  not  impa- 
tient, for  I  will  be  with  thee  in  a  very  little  dme." 

He  did  not,  however,  arrive  at  the  rendezvouS| 
till  after  I  had  been  there  three  hours ;  and  then  so 
disguised,  that  at  first  I  did  not  know  him :  for  he 
changed  nis  dress,  twisted  his  hair  into  a  queue, 
covered  one  half  of  his  face  with  a  pair  of  artificial 
whiskers,  provided  himself  with  a  huge  sword,  the 
hilt  of  which  was  at  least  three  feet  in  circumfer* 
ence ;  and  marched  at  the  head  of  five  men  who 
looked  as  fierce  as  himself,  and  wore  also  long  ra- 
piers and  thick  mustachios.  *^  Tour  servant,  Signor 
Gil  Bias  (said  he,  accosting  me)  you  see  in  me  an 
algua^  of  a  new  stamp,  and  in  these  brave  fellows 
who  accompany  me,  soldiers  of  the  same  model. 
Show  us  only  the  house  of  the  woman  who  stole 
your  diamond,  and  be  assured  that  we  will  make 
oer  restore  it  in  a  twinkling."  I  embraced  Fabri- 
cius  at  this  discourse,  which  explained  the  stratagem 
he  intended  to  put  in  practice  in  my  behalf;  and 
assured  him  that  I  very  much  approved  of  his  ex- 
pedient. I  saluted  also  the  false  soldiers,  who 
were  three  valets,  and  two  journeymen  barbers  of 
his  acqo^ntance,  whom  he  had  engaged  to  act  this 
part  Having  treated  the  whole  brigade  with  , 
wine,  we  went  all  together,  in  the  twilight,  to  Ca- 
milla's lodgings,  and  knocked  at  the  door,  which 
the  old  woman  opening,  and  taking  my  attendants 
for  the  terriers  of  justice,  who  never  entered  that 
bouse  without  cause,  was  seized  with  consterna- 
tion. *'  Courage,  good  mother,  (said  Fabricius  to 
ber)  we  are  come  hither  only  on  account  of  a  small 
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affair  that  wiU  soon  be  determined.**  Bo  Mi^pfig^ 
we  advanced  to  the  chamber  of  the  sick  person; 
conducted  by  the  old  woman,  who  walked  before, 
lighting  us  with  a  wax  taper  in  a  silver  candlestick* 
Taking  die  candle  in  my  hand,  I  went  towards  the 
bed,  and  discovering  my  face  to  Camilla,  '^  Perfidi* 
ous  woman !  (said  f)  behold  the  too  credoloas  Gil 
)Blas,  whom  yoa  have  tricked,  ^h  wretch !  I  bavt 
found  you  at  last,  an4  the  corregidor,  in  conse* 
quence  of  my  information,  has  ordered  Xhis  alguaut 
to  apprehend  you.  Come,  Mr.  Tipstaff  (said  I  to 
Fabriciasj  do  your  office." — "  There  is  no  occasipu 
^answerea  he,  raising  his  voice)  for  cxh<M:ting  me  to 
ao  my  duty.  I  remember  that  there  creatore,  who 
has  been  a  long  time  marked  in  my  n^emorandujuO'- 
book,  with  red  letters.  Rise,  my  princess,  (added 
he)  dress  yourself  with  all  dispatch.  I  intend  to 
be  your  usher,  and  conduct  you  to  the  city  jail^  iC 
you  think  wfell  of  it." 

At  these  words,  Camilla,  sick  as  she  was,  per* 
ceiving  that  two  of  his  followers,  with  the  great 
whiskers,  were  about  to  drag  her  out  by  force,  sal 
up  in  her  bed,  clasped  her  hands  in  a  suppliani 
posture,  and  looking  at  me  with  terror  in  her  eyes  ; 
^'  Signor  Gil  Bias  (said  she)  I  conjure  you  by  the 
chaste  mother  who  ooreyou,  to  hav^  pity  upon  me! 
though  I  am  very  guilty,  I  am  still  more  unlbrtM^ 
Date  !  don't  ruin  me !  I  will  restore  your  ring."  So 
saying,  she  took  it  off  from  her  finger,  and  put  it 
into  my  hand.  But  I  told  her,  my  diamond  alone 
would  not  suffice :  and  that  she  must,  besidesi, 
make  restitution  of  the  thousand  ducats  which  had 
been  stolen  from  me  in  the  furnished  lodging. 
*  ^'  Oh  Signor !  (she  replied)  do  not  ask  your  ducatf 
of  me  ;  &e  traitor  Don  Raphael,  whom  I  have  no|» 
seen  since  that  time,  carried  them  off  the  same 
night." — **  Oho,  my  litde  darling  (said  Fabricius  |o 
her)  you  diink  to  get  out  of  the  scrape,  by  denying 
you  had  any  share  of  the  booty  ?  but  you  shan't  be 
so  easily  quit,  I  assure  you  *  your  being  an  accom** 
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piic^.fdf  Hoffi  Baph?iel  is  a.su^ent  leaioB  At 
oMJig^ng  yoii  to  give  an  accoiut  of  your  past  liAt 
X^ou  have)  doubqess,  a  great  many  things  9b  y^nr 
Otin^ievce,  and  therefore  you  sbaU  go  to  prison,  if 
yott  please,  and  make  a  geneni  confession*  I  will 
carry  thi^  old  gendewoman  thither  ako,  (added  he) 
lor  I  imagine  she  knows  a  great  many  curious 
Itories  wbicb  the  cprregidor  wiU  not  b«  sanry  ta 
hear." 

At  these  ivgtds  ifaf  t«ro  wfwen  pnt  every  tUsM 
in  practice  to  melt  ns,  filling  this  chamber '«wi« 
cries,  groans,  aiMi  lameolatians :  while  the  eU 
womM  on  her  knees,  sometimes  before  the  algns»a, 
ind  sometimes  before  his  attendants,  endeavoured 
to  move  their  compassion ;  Camilla  impk>fed  me  in 
the  most  aflbcting  manner,  to  save  her  fr<Hn  the 
hands  of  justice.  Upon  which  I  pretended  to  re-i 
lent,  saying  to  the  son  of  Nunnei,  <<  Ur,  Officer, 
since  I  have  gof  my  diamond,  I  am  satisfied.  1 
don't  desire  to  give  this  poor  woman  any  further 
trouble ;  and  would  not  even  seek  the  death  of  a 
sinner."  ^*  For  shame !  (said  he)  a  man  of  your  hu- 
manity would  make  a  bad  trooper:  but  I  must 
acquit  myself  of  my  commission,  by  which  1  am 
expressly  ordered  to  apprehend  these  infantas :  for 
the  corregidor  w^nis  to  msd&e  a|i  eaataple  of  them  * 
**  For  heaven's  sake !  (I  replied)  have  some  regard 
to  entreaty,  and  abate  a  little  of  your  severity,  m 
consideration  of  the  present  which  these  ladies  will 
ofier."  <*  Qh !  that's  another  afiair  {suxd  he ;)  that 
is  what  we  call  a  figure  of  rhetoric  well  placed-* 
Come,  let  us  see  what  they  have  got  to  give  me.' 
— <<  1  have  (said  Camilla)  a  pearl-necklace  and  ear* 
rings  of  a  considerable  value."  Here  she  was  inter-, 
rupted  with — '<  Yes,  but  if  they  come  from  the 
Philippine  bles  I'll  have  none  of  them." — '^  Ton 
mi^y  take  themi  upon  my  word,  I'll  warrant  them 
genmne,"  (said  she ;)  at  the  same  time  desiring  the 
old  woman  to  bring  a  little  box,  out  of  which  slie 

took  tlie  necklace  and  ear-rings,  and  put  th^m^  uilo 
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tfie  algnanl't  hand.  Though  he  knew  no  more  of 
jewels  dian  1  did,  he  was  persuaded  that  the  dia- 
iMMids  of  the  ear-rings  were  genuine,  as  well  as  the 
pearis  of  the  necklace ;  therefore  having  examined 
them  attentively,  *^  These  jewels  (said  he)  seem  to 
be  o(  good  water,  and  provided  tbe  silver  candle- 
stick, which  Signor  Gil  Bias  has  in  his  hand,  be 
added  to  them,  I  won't  answer  for  my  fidelity.'*  *'  1 
don't  believe  (said  I  to  Camilla)  that  you  will  for  a 
triie  break  off  a  treaty  so  much  to  your  advan- 
tage**^' So  saying  I  gave  the  light  to  the  old  wo- 
aMh,  and  the  candlestick  to  Fabricius,  who  beiiig 
satisfied  widi  what  he  had  got,  because  Qperhi^ 
he  saw  nothing  else  in  the  room  which  ne  could 
easily  carry  off,  said  to  the  ladies,  **  Adieu,  my 
princesses  \  live  in  peace.  I  will  speak  to  die  cor- 
regidor,  and  represent  you  whiter  than  snow :  for 
sach  as  we  can  give  what  turn  we  please  to  things 
and  never  tell  him  the  plain  truth,  except  when  we 
are  under  no  temptation  to  lie." 


CHAPTER  V. 


ArTCR  having  in  this  manner  executed  the 
scheme  of  Fabricius,  we  left  Camilla's  lodgings, 
congratulating  ourselves  upon  a  piece  of  success 
diat  even  surpassed  our  expectation ;  for  we  had 
laid  our  account  widi  recovering  the  ring  only. 
However,  we  carried  off  the  rest  without  ceremo- 
ny ;  and,  far  firom  making  a  scruple  of  robbing 
courtetans,  we  thought  we  had  done  a  meritorious 
action. — "  Gendemen,  (said  Fabricius,  when  he  had 
got  into  the  street)  it  is  my  opinion  that  we  should 
goback  to  the  tavern,  and  spend  the  night  in  making 
merry.  To-morrow  we  will  sell  the  candlestick, 
necklace,  and  ear-rings,  and  share  the  UMney  like 
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Ikrothcrs ;  after  which  wewUl  return  to  oor  vetenl 
bomes,  and  make  the  best  ejBciue  we  can  to  «iir 
maslers,'' — ^This  proposal  of  the  algnazil  seemed 
'  very  reasonable  to  us  all :  we  returned  to  the  ta- 
vern, some  of  us  believing  we  could  easily  find  an 
excuse  for  having  lain  abroad,  and  others  not  caring 
whether  they  should  be  dismissed  or  no. 

We  ordered  a  good  supper,  and  sat  down  to 
taUe  with  as  much  af^etite  as  good  humour.  The 

3Ni8t  was  seasoned  wkh  a  thousand  agrieeable 
lies ;  and  Fabridus,  in  particular,  enlivened  the 
eonversation,  and  diverted  us  al.  extremely,  by 
Inuumerable  strokes  replete  with  Castilian  salt, 
which  is  equid  at  least  to  the  ancient  Attic.-— But 
while  we  were  in  dns  joyftil  disposition,  our  mirth 
was  aD  of  a  sudden  overcast  by  an  unforeseen 
accident.  A  man  of  a  pretty  good  mien  entered 
the  room  where  we  were  at  supper,  followed  by 
tw9  others  of  terrible  aspect;  aftor  these  three 
ore  appeared ;  and  we  counted  no  less  than  twelve 
who  came  in  thus,  three  by  Aree,  armed  with 
carabines,  swords,  and  bayonets.^-We  soon  per- 
ceived them  to  be  the  scrfdiers  of  the  patrole,  and 
it  was  not  difficult  to  guess  their  intention;  itiiere- 
fbve  we  had  some  £ougfalB  at  first  of  making 
resistaaoe ;  but  they  surrounded  us  in  an  instant, 
and  kept  us  in  awe,  as  well  by  their  numbers  as 
their  fire-arms.—— ^^  Gentlemen,  (said  their  com- 
mander to  us  with  a  sneer)  I  know  by  what  inge- 
ifious  artifice  you  have  recovered  a  ring  firom  the 
hands  of  a  certain  she-adventurer;  and,  to  be  sure 
the  contrivance  is  exoeHeot,  and  richly  deserves  a 
public  recompence,  which  jrou  shall  by  no  means 
miss. — Justice  has  already  appointed  an  apartment 
for  you  in  her  own  house,  and  will  not  fail  to  re* 
ward  such  a  masteriy  attempt"  "This  discourse 
very  much  disconcerted  all  those  to  whom  it  was 
addressed:  our  comttenaaces  changed,  and  we 
Mt,  in  our  tnm,  the  same  ftar  with  which  we  had 
inspired  Camilla.  Fabricius,  however,  thoogii  pale 
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mdikmmjtdf  eadetTourcd  to  jwtify  wh^t  iv«  hmi 
4im9.  "  Sir,  (Mid  lie)  m  we  bfid  no  bad  intendoBi 
Ibif  little  Irick  mgbi  be  CnrgiTeii/'^'^  How  d» 
devil!  (cried  the  commwidaBt  in  a  rage)  do  yoa  call 
diis  «  liule  trick?  Don't  you  know  that  it  is  n 
banging  matterf  For,  besides  that  no  man  if  allows 
ed  to  do  jattice  himsdf  without  the  cogniianee  of 
the  lawy  yon  have  carried  oi*  m  candlestick,  neck- 
lace, and  eafwrings  thnt  did  not  bclang  to  yon ;  and 
which  is  still  worse,  in  order  (o  commit  that  loh* 
hory,  yon  hnve  disgnised  yonrselvts  like  tipstates* 
-*^ Wretches !  to  dress  yonrselves  in  the  habit  of 
SHch  honourable  people  to  do  mischie£  I  shall 
think  yon  very  lucky,  if  yon  are  only  sentenced  to 
th^  gfdleys."  When  he  Imd  convinced  os  that  the 
aAur  was  mneh  more  serious  than  we  at  first  imn* 
gined,  we  fell  down  together  at  his  feet,  and  begged 
he  woold  have  pity  on  our  vouth.  Bnt  our  prayeM 
were  unregarded ;  and  besides,  he  tiejecled  a  pro« 
poial  we  made  of  quitting  to  him  the  necklace,  ear- 
rings, and  candlestick;  even  my  ring  was  refused, 
because  I  simpose  it  was  offered  before  too  much 
company •«— In  short,  he  was  quite  inexorable;  or^ 
dered  my  companions  to  be  disarmed,  and  carried 
ns  all  together  to  the  public  ^aiL  In  our  way  thi« 
ther  one  of  the  gvard  told  me,  that  the  old  woman 
wjio  lived  with  Camilla,  snmcting  that  we  were 
not  the.  real  ibot-pads  of  justice,  bad  firilowed  ns  to 
the  tavern;  and  Uiere  being  confirmed  in  her  opi* 
nion«  had  revenged  herself  upon  ns,  by  informing 
the  patrole  of  tl^  whole  afiair« 

We  were  immediately  pfamdered  of  every  things 
the  necklace,  diamonds,  and  candlestick  seited ;  aa 
'also  mv  ring,  together  with  the  ruby  of  the  Philip 

f*ne  isles,  which  1  had  unfortunately  in  my  pocket 
hey  did  not  even  spare  the  rials  whidi  I  had  that 
day  received  for  my  prescriptiofis;  which  was  n 
•nre  sign  to  me  thnt  the  people  bdonging  to  justice 
et  VaUadolid  are  as  enpert  m  their  oiSice  as  thoso 
at  Astnrga,'  and  that  the  manners  of  all  these  gen 
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dimctt  wtt  everjr  where  alike.   ^MHiile  I  Wtts  'iMfedl 
of  any  jewdb  and  earii,  the  officer  of  the  patrole' 
reeoQtitedr  oiur  ad^nture  to  these  agents  of  the 
pkmder^  and  the  afiair  seemed  to  them  of  such  a 
aerions  nature,  that  die  minority  thought  we  de- 
served a  halter :  but  others  less  severe  imagined  we 
ought  gee  off  for  two  hundred  lashes  each,  and  a* 
few  years  serviee  in  the  galleys.— -Until  the  corregi*-' 
dor  should  thidt  proper  to  decide  our  affair,,  we- 
were  locked  up  in  a  dungeon,  where  we  lay  upon 
straw,  with  which  it  was  sttewed  like  a  stable  lit^ 
ttfed  for  horsesv— *Here  we  might  have  remained 
Ibng  enough,  and  at  last  exchanged  our  habitation 
fer  the  gfl^ys,  had  not  Signer  Manuel  Ordonnet' 
next  day  lieard  of  our  misfortune,  and  resolved  to* 
procure  the  liberty  of  Fabricius,  .^ch  he  could  not 
do  without  obtaining  also  the  ^sraission  of  us  all. 
Being  a  man  very  much  esteemed  in  the  city,  be 
did  not  spare  solicitalioBS,  and  partly  by  Ins  own 
credit,  and  partly  by  that  of  his  fiiendsj  at  the  end 
of  three  days  eSexMi  our  enlargement    Butw^ 
did  not  come  out  as  we  had  gone  in;  the  candle* 
Slick,  neckliice,  and  eav-rings^  my  ring,  ruby,  and 
rink  being  detained :  which  made  me  remembtef 
those  verses  of 'Vurgil;  thsit  begin  with  <*ffic  vostioti 
voUs.'' 

As  soon  SN*  we  were  set  at  liberty  we  returned  to 
onr  masters;  and  Doctor  Sangfado  received  me 
very  kindly^  ^f^^  **  ^V  P^^  ^^  Bias,  I-  did  not 
hear*  of  thy  nusfortane  -A  tliis  morning,  and  was" 

{*iM  going  to  make  strong  soKcitations  in  thy  be* 
ial£  TbonnNHtcoBSol6^^1f,  my  friend,  for  this ' 
aoddenty  and  attach  thyseli  more  than  ever  to  jlttj^ 
sic"--*'  That  is  my  design,'*  (said  I.)    And  trtdy  I' 
thonght :  of  nothing  else«    Far  fiM>m  wamfaig  bust- 
ncsS|  it  happened,  as  my  master  had  foretold,  that' 
dislMDpers  were>  very  rife,  die  smaH  pox  and  putrid  * 
fevtt  beginning  to^  ravage  thedty  and  suburbs';  so 
thatsJl  Ae'pfaysidansin  VaUadoKd,  and  we  m  par^ 
iienlar»  hadvbadasioeof  practicei — Scarce  ir  day ' 
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IjMied  m  wUch  wf  did  not  visit  eight  or  tea  pc^ 
tienUf  each ;  from  whence  it  may  be  eariily  conoeiy* 
ed  what  a  quantity  of  blood  was  spilt  and  water 
drank.  But,  I  do  nm  know  how  it  hi^pened,  aB 
dwr  sick  died  either  on  account  of  our  mal-practicey 
or  because  their  diseases  were  incurable.-«-Certa]n 
It  is,  we  very  seldom  had  occasion  to  make  three 
visits  to  one  patient :  at  the  second,  we  were  either 
told  that  he  was  just  going  to  be  buried,  or  found 
him  at  the  last  gasp ;  and  as  I  was  but  a  young 
physician,  who  bad  not  yet  time  to  be  inured  to 
murder,  I  began  to  be  very  uneasy  at  the  fetal 
ey^ts  which  might  be  Uud  to  my  charge. — ^  Sir, 
(said  I,  one  evening,  to  Dr.  Sangrado^  I  take  hea- 
v^  to  witness  that  I  follow  your  metnod  with  the 
utmost  exactness ;  yet,  nevertheless,  every  one  oi 
my  patients  leaves  me  in  the  lurch.  It  looks  as  if 
they  took  a  ple^ure  in  dying,  merely  to  bring  our 
practice  into  discredits  This  very  day  I  met  two  of 
them  going  to  their  long  home." — '^^Vby  truly,  child 
(lowered  be)  I  have  reason  to  make  pretty  much 
the  s^me  observation  2  I  have  not  often  the  satis^ 
faction  of  curing  those  who  fall  into  my  hands;  and 
if  I  was  not  so  sure  as  I  am  of  the  principles  on 
which  I  proceed,  I  should  think  my  remedies  were 
pernicious  in  almost  all  the  cases  that  come  under 
my  care." — ^^  If  ypu  will  take  my  advice,  sir,  (said 
I)  we  will  change  our  method,  and  give  chemical 
preparations  to  our  patients,  through  curiosity;  the 
wiurst  that  can  happen  will  onlyybe,  that  they  pro- 
duce the  same  effect  that  foUoWiTour  bleedings  and 
warm  water." — ''  1  would  willingly  make  that  ei- 
periment  (he  replied)  provided  it  could  nave  no 
bad  consequence ;  but  I  have  published  a  book,  in 
which  I  have  extolled  the  use  of  frequent  bleeding 
and  aqueous  draughts :  and  wouldst  thou  have  me 
go  and  decry  my  own  work  f " — ^'  Oh !  you  are  cer- 
tamly  in  the  right  (said  I)  you  must  not  give  yow 
enemies  such  a  triumph  over  you :  they  would  say ' 
you  are  at  last  disabused;  and  therefore  rain  your 
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TepoUtttoo :  perish  rather  the  nobility,  ckrgj,  «w| 
people !  and  let  us.  continue  in  our  old  path.  After 
ally  our  brother  doctors,  notwithstanding  their 
aversion  for  bleeding,  perform  as  few  miracles  as  wa 
do ;  and  I  believe  their  drugs  are  no  better  thaa 
our  specifics." 

.  We  went  to  work,  therefore,  afiresh,  and  proceed* 
ed  in  such  a  manner,  that  in  less  than,  six  weeks  we. 
made  more  widows  and  orphans  than  the  siege  of 
Troy,  By  the  number  of  burials,  one  would  have 
thought  that  the  plague  was  in  Valladolid;  and 
every  day,  some  father  came  to  our  house  to 
demand  an  account  of  his  son,  whom  we  had 
ravished  from  him,  or  some  uncle,  to  upbraid  ut 
with  his  nephew's  death.  As  for  the  sons  aiid 
nephews,  whose  fathers  and  uncles  we  bad  dis-. 

Catched,  they  never  appeared  to  complain  :  the  bus* 
ands  too  were  very  civil,  and  never  cavilled  with 
us  about  the  loss  of  their  wives.  But  those  |ifflict« 
ed  people,  whose  reproaches  we  were  obliged  to 
undergo,  were  sometunes  very  brutal  in  their  grie( 
and  called  us  ignorant  assassins.  As  they  did  not 
spare  me,  in  particular,  I  was  afflicted  by  their 
epithets :  but  my  master,  who  was  used  to  such 
accidents,  heard  them  without  the  least  emotion. 
I  might,  perhaps,  in  time,  have  been  accustomed  to . 
reproach,  as  well  as  he,  if  Heaven,  doubtless  to  rid 
the  sick  people  in  Valladolid  of  one  of  their  most 
severe  scourges,  had  not  produced  an  occasion  that 
gave  me  a  disgust  to  physic,  which  I  practised 
with  so  little  success. 

There  was  in  our  neiffhbourhood  a  tennis-court, 
to  which  the  idle  people  in  town  daily  resorted, , 
and,  among  the  rest,  one  of  your  professed  bullies, . 
who  take  upon  themselves  the  office  of  arbiters, , 
and  decide  all  diferences  that  happen.    He  was 
from  Biscay,  his  name  Don  Rodrigo  de  Mondrm- 
gon,  about  tlurty  years  of  acpe,  of  an  ordinary  make, 
but  lean  and  muscular ;  he  nad  two  litde  twinkling 
eyes,  tliat  rolled  in  bis  head,  and  threatened  every 
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iMy  he  looked  at ;  a  very  flat  nose,  placed  between 
red  whiskers,  diat  curled  np  to  his  very  temples,  and 
8  manner  of  speaking  so  rough  and  passionate,  that 
his  words  struck  terror  into  every  body.    This 
i^fcket-breaker  had  made  himself  tyrant  of  die  ten- 
nis-court, #here  he  judged  all  the  disputes  that 
happened  among  those  who  played  in  the  most 
imperious  manner,  and  no  man  durst  appeal  from 
Ms  decision,  unless  he  could  resolve  to  fight  him 
next  day.     Such  as  I  have  described  Don  Rodrigo^ 
Who,  notwithstanding  the  Don  he  had  prefixedto 
Ms  name,  wils  an  arrant  rascal,  he  captivated  the 
liiistres^  of  the  tennis-court,  who  was  a  woman 
crboat  forty  years  of  age,  rich  and  agreeable  enough, 
ited  in  the  fifteenth  month  of  her  widowhood,    t 
knpW  not  how  he  won  her  heart;  for  doubtless  if' 
was  not  by  his  beauty ;  but  surely,  by  that  je  ne 
seai  qnoi  which  cannot  be  expressed,    oe  that  as  it' 
wiD,  she  had  a  passion  for  him,  and  actually  de- 
,  signed  to  take  him  for  her  husband;  but  while 
pih^rations  were  making  for  the  consuromadon  of 
that  affair,  she  fell  sick,  and  unhappily  employed 
nie  al  her  physician.  If  her  distemper  had  not  been 
a  malignant  fever,  my  prescriptions  were  sufiicient' 
to  endanger  her  life ;  so  that  in  four  days  I  filled 
tlte  tennis-court  idth  mourning :  the  mistress  went' 
the  Way  of  all  nhy  patients,  and  her  relations  took 
possession  of  her  estate.    Don  Rodrigo,  made  des- 
perate bv  the  loss  of  his  mistress,  or  rather  by  being 
balked  in  his  expectation  of  a  very  advantageous 
match,  not  only  cursed  and  reviled  me,  but  also ' 
8#<Are  that  he  would  run  me  through  the  body  when- 
ever he  could  catch  me,  and  exterminate  me  froni ' 
the  face  of  the  earth.    A  charitable  neighbour  in 
ibrmed  me  of  this  oath,  and  advised  me  not  to  stb 
abroud,  for  fear  at  meeting  this  devil  of  a  man. 
This  ad  rice,  which  I  had  no  intention  to  neglect, 
filled  me  with  confusion  and  dismay :  I  fancied 
incessantly,  that  I  saw  this  fbrious  Biscayan  com- 
ing bta  the  house ;  end  conld  not  enjoy  one  mo- 
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nwBt^A  nfp^*  this  effietuaUy  detached  me  from 
pkj^le,  and  my  sole  care  was  how  to  free  myself 
mnl  ^quiel :  I  resumed  my  embroidered  suit,  and 
aAer  having  hid  adieu  to  ray  master,  who  could  not 
persuade  me  to  stay,  quitted  the  city  at  dai^break^ 
tiot  without  apprehension  ^  meeting  Don  Hodrigo 
b  my  way. 


CHAPTER 


I  WALKBD  very  fast,  looking  behind  me  fron) 
^e  to  time,  lo  see  if  tUs  formidable  Biscayan  was 
not  at  my  heels ;  my  imagination  being  so  much 
postossed  by  that  fellow,  that  I  look  every  tree  or 
bush  I  saw  for  him ;  «ind  every  moment  felt  my 
hesUrt  tfifob  with  fear.  I  plucked  up  my  courage 
ht^wever  when  I  had  got  a  good  league,  and  conu* 
Hued  ttf  an  easier  pace  my  journey  lowaids  Madrid^ 
#hither  my  purpose  was  to  go.  I  should  hav^ 
quitted  Yalladolid  without  regret,  had  I  not  heeH 
lofty  to  pitft  from  Fabricitts,  my  dear  Pylade^^  t6 
uliom  I  could  not  so  tnuch  as  bid  adieu :  but  |t 
gave  me  nd  mortification  to  renounce  physic :  oi| 
Ae  contrary  I  begged  pardon  of  God,  for  having 
exercised  it  at  aU ;  though  I  ^  not  fail  to  count, 
With  pleasure^  the  money  I  had  in  my  purse,  not^ 
ivtthstanding  its  being  the  salary  of  my  assassina-^ 
dons :  in  that  tespect  resembling  those  ladies  of 
jAeasure,  who  refoftn  their  morals,  but  nevertheless 
keep  fast  hold  of  the  wages  of  sin.  My  whole  for- 
tune amounted  to  pretty  near  the  value  of  4ve 
dte6ati9,  hk  riali ;  on  Aie  strength  of  which  I  expect^ 
#4  to  reftcfa  Madrid^  ^here  I  did  not  doubt  of  find* 
ihg  Sfiime  (i^d  placet  besid^,  I  longed  passionately 
ifi  -iee  that  augtist  city,  Which  had  been  extolled  to 
ihe  as  lie^epitome  of  all  ^  wonders  of  the  workL 
Q  Vol,  L    11  10 
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,..  While  I  re<;oliected  alt  that  I  hM  b^ard  ia  iH 

Rrais?,  and  enjoyed. its  pleasures  by  anticipatioD, I 
e^rd  the  vqi^  qf  a  viaii  behind  ine,.sio^ng  at  fiill 
stretch:  be  had  a  leathern  wallet  oti.hjs  buck^  a 
guUai<  hanging  ajbooi  hif  nepk»  a  long  sword  bjf 
his  sidfi  Ai^<i'  walked  so. fast,  that  he. was  ttp  with 
ine  in  a  very  short  time.  Being  one  .of  the  two 
journeymen  barbers,  with  whom  I  had  been  impri- 
soned in  the  adventure  of  the  ring,  we  luiew  one 
another  immediately,  ifaongfa  our  dress  was  altered, 
and  were  very  much  surprised  at  meeting  so  unex- 
pectedly on  the  highway.  I  assured  him  that  I  was 
extremely  glad  t^  baye.  hfm  f<?r  a ,  fellow-traveller, 
and  his  Joy  seemed  no  less  at  meeting  with  me.    I 

Eld.  iuni  loy  reasons*  for  quitting  Valladolid  ;  fnd 
;  reposed  tjie  same  confic^nce  in  me,  by  letting 
me  know  that,  he  had  quarrelled  with  his  mastery 
a^d  bid  him  aa  el^onal  ^dieu.  '*  If  I  had  been  in^ 
cUijied  (added  he)  to  live  any  longer  in  Vall^clolidi 
I  could  have  found,  emplpyment  in  abundance  of 
shops  r  for,  without  vanity,  I  can  handle  a  raior, 
and  curl  a  mustachip,  as  well  as  e'er  a  barber  in 
$pain,  but  I  could  po  longer  resist  .the  violet^ 
fjesKQ  I  lif^d  to  visit  the  place  of  ray  nati\ity,  froq^ 
yir^ich  I  haye  been  absent. these  ten  y^ars:  I  want 
tp  breathe  my  own  country  air  a  little,  and  know 
the  situation  of  my  family,  w^tb  whom  I  hope  to  be 
in.  two.  4aysj  for  they  live  at  a  place  called  UlmedOi 
a  market-tovn  on.  this  side  of  Segovia." 
.  jR^solving  to  accompany  this  barber  to  bis  own 
home,  and  from  thence  go  to  Segovia,  in  order  tp 
Mike  the  opportunity  of  some  convenience  to 
liladrid,  we  pursued  our  journey,  and  discoursed  (^ 
ndifferent  subjects.  He  was  a.  young  fellow  £ 
soine  wit  and  humour:  and  when  we  had  conversed 
together;  an  hpur,  he  asked  how  my  stomach  wa# 
disposed ;  I  answered,  that  be  shpuld  see  at  tlw; 
first  inn.  Upon  which  he  said,  ^*  We  had  better 
make  a  pause  in  the  mean  jtime :  I  have  sopethinxt 
for. breakfast  in  my  wallet;  for  when  I  tftivel,! 


always  take  care  to  have  provision  along  with  me: 
I  don't  trouble  myself  with  clothes,  linen,  and 
other  useless  bs^ggag^;  bat  resolting  to  have  no- 
thing superfluous,  fill  my  knapsack  with  belly-tim- 
ber, my  razors,  and  a  wash-balL"  I  commended 
hif  prudence,  and  consented,  with  all  my  heait,'  to 
tbfi  pause  he  proposed:  finr  I  was  hungry,  and 
i!esalved  to  make  a  good  meal,  which!  could  not 
but  expect,  ailer  what  he  had  told  me.  We  turned 
a  little  out  of  die  highway,  in  order  to  sit  npcHi  the 
grass,. where  my  friend  the  barber  look  out  hii 
victuals,  consisting  of  five  or  six  onions,  wiih  a  few 
crusts  of  bre^d  and  cheese ;  but  what  be  prbducsd 
a#  the  b^st  furniture  in  his  bucket,  was  a  little 
bottle  &11  (as  he  said)  of  delicalie  wine..  .Tfaoogh 
^ar  disbes  were  not  very  savoury,  fanngeF,  bein^ 
yery  «irgent  to  us  both,  made  them  relish  pretty 
well  I  ?tnd  we  emptied  the  bottle,  which  GOBtained 
about,  two  pintB  of  a.  sort  of  wine  that  I>  don't 
choose  to  boast  much  of:  after  whitb  we  got  op' 
and  continued  our  joomey  with  great  good  hoA 
mour.  The  barber,  who  had  been  informed  by 
FjBtbricios  that  I  had  met  with  some  very  particular 
adventures,  desired  to  hear  them  from  .my  owit 
mouth ;  a  satisfaction  I  could  liot  refuse  to*  a  mad 
who  had  regaled  me  so  somptuolislyJ  Wheal  haU 
gratified  his  curiosUy,  I  told  him  he  could  do  lil 
lesS|  in  return  for  my  complaisance,  than  rectfoot 
the  story  of  his  own  life.  "Oh!  as  fori  toy  story 
(cried  be)  it  is'  not  worth  bearing,  as  k'  containa 
nothing  but  ordinary  facts:  neverdw^less  (added  he) 
since  we  have  nothing  else  to  do,  you  shall  bear  il| 
such  as  it  is.''  So  saying  he  rdated  il,  nearly  id 
these  words.  .      .  ,  .     ,        ♦ 
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•  VwmmfifMi^  Peres  ^  la  Fuentft,  my  pandft- 
tiicr,  (I  go  to  the^  faumaiii-heaxi)  after  tiaviiig  been 
Siof  yeasB  bariwr  in  the  village  of  Olmedo,  £ed, 
imd  kft  Aor. tons,  the  eldest  of  whooi  took  posset- 
•ioD  of' his  shop^  and  succeeded  him  in  the  business 
Bartrand^  the  second,  having  an.  Inclination  foi 
trade,  became  a  nercer;  Thomas,  who  was  the 
tfabd^  hqpt  a  school ;  and  the  ibnrth,  whose  namr 
was  Pecboi  feelhig  hitnself  bom  for  the  belles  let 
dnea,  sold  a  little  lot  of  ground  which  he  had  for  bis 
patrimony,  and  went'  Co  Ifve  at  Madrid,  where  ht 
nope<}  one  day  to  distinguish  himself  by  his  wit 
teid  learning;  wUle  his  three  brothers  did  not 
separate,  but  settling  at  Olmedo, .  married  the 
dfuigliteDs  of  husbandmeii,  who,  in  lieu  of  fortune, 
hixMigfat  them  abundance  of  children,  breeding  as  it 
Uthad  licen  foe  »  wager.  My  mother,  the  barber^s 
wiik,  hropght  six  into  the  world,  for  her  share,  in 
Hbt  first  five  years  of  her  marriage^  of  which  nnm** 
bar  I  am  one.  My  father  taught  me  betknes  to 
ikasre,  and  when  I  arnved  at  tl^  age  of  fifteen  put 
dna  waUt^  upon  my  shoulders,  and  girding  me 
witbakogswprd,  said,  *<  60,  Diego^  thou  art  now 
in.  acomditioB  to>  gain  a  livelihood :  go  and  see  the 
wodd :  tbau  hast  occasion  for  a  litde  Gravelling  to 
^b  thee  up,  and  make  thee  perfect  in- thy  businesa. 
jiarch,  and  dkxi't  return  to  Olmedo  before  diotr 
bast  nHide  j^  toor-of  Spam^  Xjet  me  not  hear  fi*om 
diee  until  this  be  performed."  At  these  words  he 
embraced  me  very  affectionately,  and  turned  me 
out  of  doors. 

Such  was  the  behaviour  of  my  father  at  parting 
with  me.  But  my  mother,  whose  manners  were 
not  quite  so  rough,  seemed  more  affected  on  this 
occasion :  she  let  fall  some  tears,  and  even  slipped 
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m  Aimt  privately  imo  my  fmoAi  80  I  9ftmA 
OlMKdcs  and  fxfclk  the  tovd  to  Stgwla ;  trf  wbt<lu 
iMiweifer,  I  trnd  n(f  ^imlked  Rbov«  two  hvodiM 
fUMm  wIma  i  stopped  to  «zainriae  my  knapsaolu 
oekig  deaif  mis  of  s»tmg  what  it  contained,  and  of 
teowiiiif  prtfktlf  ^bt  «kte&t  of  my  ^pouemUm.  I 
fautid  a  CBOe  and  tWo  raz»f^  §0  ttudi  wore,  UmII 
they  seemed  to  inte  ihavedtwo  generaiPMis;  wiik 
a  thong  of  leailwr  to  set  them,  and  a  hunp-of  8oa» 
heiides,  thet«  wasa  canvas  sMvt  quite  ntm^  «n  old 
pair  of  mv  ibther 's  ab^es, '  awd  what  Mre  me  nnM 
peMire  ttian  aH  Ae  1^  twenty  Hms  wtappM  fat 
a  iinenTii^.  Tlds  was  my  ¥rbo)e  fettaoe^  by  wWth 
von  may  conclude,  that  master  Nicholas  the  barbev 
relifid  a  good  deal  on  my  skill,  since  he  arat  me 
sHi^ay  M  pooriy  provided.  Neverthrieas,  the  ^^m^ 
lesaion  or  a  dneat  and  twenty  rials  did  not  lail  to 
Mnrm  a  young  leHow  Kkn  me,  who  bad  nevw 
befltte  tie«B  master  of  coin :  i  beKevtd  my  fiisAi 
were  faieKhaostible,  and^sentialied  my  jommey  in  a 
transport  of  ioy,  admiring,  every  moment,  the  liil^ 
of  my  iWordi  wfakh  thumped  againat  my  hama,  dr 
got  between  my  legs,  at  every  step. 

Arriving  at  the  village  of  Ataqutnes  in  tho 
^vmiixig,  teiT  sharp  sbt,  I  Vent  i^lMge  at  ah  iam, 
and,  M  if  I  hnd  been  a  man  of  foftntie,  eailed  kt 
supper  wiih  an  air  of  authority  :tlie  landlord  havlag 
surveyed  me  some  lime,  and  aeeing  who  he  had  to 
do' with,  ftaidj  in  a  very  obfiging  manner,  **  Maataiv 
vou  shall  be  aatisdedi;  wt  wiU  treat  you  like  m 
pHnce.*'  60  saying,  be  showed  me  into  n  little 
reiam-;  where,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  they  bronghl 
me'a  ragout  made  of  ram  eat,  whidi  I  ale  aa 
greledily  as  if  it  hid  been  corapoaed  of  a  rabbit  or 
hare.  This  exceUent  dish  was  accompanied  witb 
trine,  so  good,  as  he  said,  «that  the  king  himaaU 
cowld  not  drink  better.  Notwithstanding  this  en* 
logiuffl,  I  perceived  it  was  eursedly  sour ;  but  thia 
did  not  binder  me  from  doing  as  much  honour  to 
it,  ifs  I'had  abready  done  to  the  ragout;  «nd«  10 

IS* 
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tmiplirte.the-treateem  of  a  iprince,  I  wat  condttct* 
qA  to  a  eoadi  Aiore  proper  for^entouragaiig  waldi« 
fulness  than  «leep ;  being  a  truckle-bed,  so  nanrour 
aftd  short,  that,  Utile,  as  I  was,  I  bad  ao  room  to 
lie  in  it  with  my  legs  extended  :  besides,  instead  of 
4  majtietss  and  featber-bed,  it  bad  only  a  wretched 
Aock-bNly  covensd  with  a  doubled  sheet,  which  had 
senned  an  hundred  different  travellers  at  lea/H 
since  the  last  waahing.  NeverAekss^  in  such  a 
convenience,  my  stomacb  fiiU  of  ragout,  and  thai 
deliciotts  wkie  which  the  landlord  had  recommend* 
ed,  thanks  to  my  youth  and  conntimtion,  I  eq)oyed 
a  aoond  sleep,  fund  spent  the  night  without  indiges-* 
liofL 

•  Next  day,  after  having  breakfasted,  and  paid 
sance  fer  my  gpood  'ofaeer,  I  made  but  one  stage  la 
Segoiria ;  and,  on  my  irst  arrival,  bad  the  good  for- 
iBoe  to  be  employed  in  a  shop  for  my  board  and 
lodging :  here,  however,  I  stayed  but  six  months ; 
being  seduced  by  a  brother  journeyman  of  my  ac 
quaintance,  who  longed  to  see  Madrid,  and  with 
whom  I  set  oui  for  that  city.  There  I  got  a  place 
on  the  same  terms  as  at  Segovia^  in  a  well-accus- 
mmed  shop,  much  frequented  ob  account  of  the 
Qttgbboarhood  iof  the  church  of  Santa  Crux  and 
die  prince's  theatre ;  my  master,  two  joumeymeaiy 
and 'I^  being  scarce  sufficient  to  trim  all  our  cus- 
tomers, whq  consisted  of  people  of  all  ranks,  and, 
among  others,  of  players  and  authors.  One  day 
two  pemons .  of  the  last  profession,  being  there 
tdgether,  began  to  discourse  about  the  poetry  and 
pdets  of  the .  time,  and  hearing  tbem .  mention  the 
name  oflmy  uncle,  I  listened  to  their  ;conversation 
with  great  attention.  ''  Don  Juan  de  Zavaleta 
(said  one  of  them)  is  an  autbor,  in.  my  .opinion, 
beneath  the  public  noiice :  a  cold  genius,  a  man 
witiiout  fancy  :  his  last  piece  bas  dome  him  infinite 
pr^udicc."  "And  ptay  (said 'the  other)  I  has  ever 
Lewis  Valet  de  Guevara  produced  a  good  work  ? 
Was  ever  any  thing  more  wretched  tlian<his'pe]^ 
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fknmm^V^ .  Thty  nMaitd  a  great  mnyAmvi^ 
poets,  !9^Iiam  I  bave  forgot  I  r^Qiember  ooiy  tbilt 
(hey  spofce  G<|nteinptaou9ly  of  itwm  %\\  except  n^ 
4iQcle»  of  wfaom  they  made  bonqucabl^  nantioil, 
agreeing  that  he  was  a  lad  of  merit,  '^  Tes,  {ftaid 
one  of  ^efp)  Doa  P^ro  de  la  Fu^ta  U.an  etoelh 
lent  writer :  his  books  contain  a  delkate  raillery 
mij;ed  with  eruditioiii  which  makee  tlpem  agreeatdy 
«attrJcal ;  a«4 1  am  ii0t>at  all  gi^pns^d  a£  bia  being 
esteemed  by  die  epurt  and  oity^  or  tat  his  reeeiying 
salaries  from  sever^  grandees."*-^*'  He  has*  iadei?^ 
(said  the  other)  eqjpyed .  9-  prefty  large  iaiome 
ibese  Bkany  years ;  and,  as  be  lives  wjth  the  Duke 
of  Me<Una  Cell,  and  spends  little,. most  be  wprtb  a 
4X>i|siderablQ  sum  of  moaey*''        . 

I  did  not  lose  onewprd  wbich  ^  poet  saidicao- 
jteming  my  i^acle^  who,  we.bad  h^ard  in:tlii»  (amily, 
made  a  noise  in  Madrid  by  his  worksi  some  peojile 
p*aveUiog  through  Olmedo  haying  tokl  aj)  so;  but 
■afh^  negj^qted.tp  let  us  hear  from  him,  audi  seemed 
rqfiite  detached  •  from  bis  relations,  M^^  en  our 
p^rt,  lived,  wfith  as  great  indifference  towards^  him. 
True  Uood  is,  however,,  always  .guided  by  asui^ 
iilstiQct:  as  spon  .as  I  heard  that ;he.  was  in  good 
circumslances,  aad  knew  where,  he  lodged,  I  wHs 
.teporpt^d  to  'Wak  upon  iiim :  though  one  thing  em- 
barrassed mq  not  a  little ;  bis  being  caUed  Dqn 
Pedro  by  the  authors.*  That;4oa  gave  me  seiOBie 
uneasiness,  and.  I  was  aff^d  hp  might  be  some 
^ther  poet  .than  my  uncle.  I  was. not,  howevQi, 
stopped  by  this  f^nsideration,}  but  imagijiii^  that 
.k»  might  have  bee.n.enQQbled«  on.'acqount^of  hM 
jwi^  and  tbearefore  resolved  to  .go  aad.  see  him* 
Fpr  this  purpose,  wJrth.mM  ^^^^'^  peciai!ssipU|  | 
fdie^f pd  pnyself  oae  morning  as  ,well  as  I  could,  aiid 
if^eat  out  of  the  '$hQp,  not  a  little  proud  of  j)eiog 
^phew  to  a  man  who  had  acquired  such  reputatipti 
.hv/his  genius.  .  A$/  tlie  barbei:^  ar:e  apt  the  lei^t 
•vnin  people  in  t^he  worlds  I  bpgan.  tpw  con^ve.a 
^^eat  opinion  oi   inyself,   and   strutting*  if^itl^  An 
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hMi^rty  idf,  enquired  foi^  tte  honse  of  the  Duke  d^ 
Medina  Cell,  where,  presenting  myself  At  die  guit, 
Md  saying  I  wsoited  to  speak  with  Don  PiUro  de 
la^IVieiita,  the  porM*  pointed  with  his  finger  t&  t 
little  stahr-case  at  the  fufdverend  of  a  court,  wliieh 
Ae  bid  tee  ascend,  and  knock  at  the  first  door  on 
my  right  hand?  I  did  s^,  and  fa  yonng  hian  coming 
mt)  naked  if  Signor  Don  Pedr6  de  la  T^enfk 
lodged  there.  ''^  Yes,  (said  he)  bat  yon  cannot  ^ee 
Urn  at  pTesent**-^^  I  shoiild  be  ve^  glad  (I  re- 
plied) to  speidi  with  him ;  for  I  bring  him  news  c4 
kis  fikCiiily/'— "^  Ifytoil  cidnld  bHnghim  news  of  tfie 
pope  (said  he)  I  would  not  introdace  you  to  hh 
'Chamber  just  now;  fbr  he  is  composing;  and  wbeti 
that  is  the  case,  we  must  take  care  not  to  distnrib 
ids  imagination :  he  will  not  be  visible  dll  noon,  so 
that  yon  may  go  and  take  a  turn,  and  come  back 
aboat  that  time.** 

1  took  his  adiriee,  and  walked  through  the  citjr 
tte  whdle  morning,  thinking  continually  -on  the 
reception  I  should  meet  with  from  my  uncle,  who 
I  hnagined  would  be  extremely  glad  to  see  me :  I 
judged  of  his  sentiments  by  my  own,  and  preparing 
myself  for  a  very  tender  scene,  returned  to  lih 
lodgings,  with  all  diKgence,  at  the  hour  prescribed. 
'^  Yoa  are  come  in  the  very  nick  of  time  (said  his 
Valet)  for  my  master  is  just  gotng  out :  stay  here  a 
«riinu«»,  and  I  Wtfl  let  him  know  vou  are  come.**  Bb 
aayhig,  he  left  me  in  an  outward  room,  and  return- 
hig  in  a  nHiment  conducted  me  hito  the  chamber 
of  iris  master,  whose  face  had  so  roach  of  our 
ft^nMy  air  in  %  «hat  I  was  sttvck  with  the  rebctt- 
•blance,  and  eouM  not  help  thinking  it  was  ray  very 
kmcle  Gliomas  whom  I  had  left  at  home.  HaVinsr 
'Mtuied  Mm  with  profound  respect,  I  told  him  I 
was  the  son  of  master  Nicholas  de  la  Fuentsa,  bar- 
iber  in  Olmedo ;  that  I  had  worked  at  my  fkther^ 
'business  these  three  weeks  at  Madrid,  in  quality  of 
a  journey aum ;  and  that  I  intended  to  make  the 
t^ur  of  i^in  for  my  improvement;  While  I  spoke. 
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my  imdle  wHmed  to  ntve^  tmaUMikg^  in  dl  likfe^ 
Utkoody  whether  he  tboiild  c&own  mt  fi>^  hif 
pq>ke«r,  or  get  lid  oCine  in  a  more  icilerolif  mm^ 
Mr.  He  choee  thie  la«ft  m^ody  luid,  nfhcthig  m 
MUhKg  ltir»  «aid,  «^  Weil,  my  friend,  how  db'  Agr 
filtbcr  and  uncki  i  I  Iwpe  tliqr  ate  in  good  dreams 
flMieet*"  Upon  this  I  b«gnn  to  describe  the  pbn^ 
tifid  [Mpegatioa  pi  cm  bmiiji  I  toU  hin  the 
nomefl  of  all  the  cUMren,  nuw  and  finnale^  tad 
dven  ctimprebended  ittihatt  fiat  their  g<Mlfadieri>and 
ppMllnolbeiiA  Be  did  hot  «#em  to  infettflt  hims^f 
Hrfbiltelyt  in  nv^  detail,  bi<t  co|uiig'lo  hia  na^pnie^ 
r^pfod^  ^^  Diego^  I  appnHreTerjr  maeh  of  ifay  reM»* 
hpftion  to  travel,  in  order  to  make  IImo  per^  in 
tiqr  profession}  andl  advise  tfa«e  to  leam  Madrid 
an  anon  as  possibte;  it  is  a  pemielooi  place 'Bar 
jfoath,  in  which. thon  wiit  be  milled,  mgr  chikL  II 
wiU  he  inore  for  thy  advantnge  to  reside  in  soine  af 
the  other  cities  af  the  idn^tom,  where  pecmltf  s 
nMarab  are  not  to  Inaeh  corraptedi  Gb,  (added  he) 
aatf^  when  dien  art  ready  to  aetoot,  come  and.  sea 
me  t^n;  I  will  giya  thiea  a jnstole  to.lielp  thee  to 
Btohe  the  tour  of  Spam.''  With  these  w6vds,  he 
paihedme  gently  oat  of  his  chamber,  and  thot  me 
altoto  my  basineto. 

J.  hod  not  sense  enoagh  to  perceive  that  he  want* 
ed  to  reatove  me  Ht  a  good  distance  iram>  him  $  bat, 
going  to  oar  shop,  gav^  wy  knast^  aa  aoc^ont  of 
what  had  passed :  be  was  ae  far  from  discovering 
Ae  into^oa  of  Signor  Don  Pisdro  as  I  was,  and 
laid^  ^^  I  am  not  al  dl  t>f  your  ancle's  opinion  i 
itotead  of  advish^g  yon  to  travel,  he  oaght  rather^ 
I  tMnk,  to  make  it  yonr  intereit  to  stoy  in  this 
fitjy  t  fiMr,  being  intunate  witti  so  maay  |ieisoas  td 
9»alt^^  he  can  easily  settle  yea  m  some  great  lami* 
i^^.diiA  pat  you  ia  a  coidition  ta  make  yoar  foiM 
tone/'  fitnick  with  thb  diseoarae,  which  ilallerad 
my  imagination,  in  two  days  I  went  baek  to  my 
uncle,   and  ]Nroposed  that  he  should  employ  hie 

credit  to  proeora  admissioa  for  me-into  the  fcmily 
O  a  Vol.  I. 
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^C-tbkfaeilordMongiiig  to  liie  t^iirt  Bttt^hii^pro' 
{id8ai<<l^ai<notat  sU'to>ht8  liking:  a  Tdn  man  lik 
Wai^  mho  bad  free  access-  lb  the  great,  and  eat 
Bvmy  6my  att  their  tables,  coaid  nel  brook  hi4 
BepfaeMF's  sMdd g  with  the  serttints,  white  <  4i6  dined 
wWi'tfaelrlordsi;  in  t^rii  e««ei  little!  Dlel^  would 
have  mkleScgnOr  Don  Pedtroblitthw  ^He'did  not 
Uij  dwrlfbtie,!  to  re&M  iiy  Truest,  and  Aitt  not 
iBihe«M8tchiil  mdnner* '  >  ^*  Howf -voia  4ittle  vaga* 
boad,  '(Audhewidl  a  fiiri^g  look,)  wooldst  thoa 
qaht  Ay  .^npoftaiioii  .^  '6of,  i  Wandoo  theefo-tbou! 
wfaoiwTegiTto'thesraudh'peraicibuft  coan$i^t  ^ 
eart'of  my  apamaeDi^'afid -peier  se^ifooc  in  H 
again^  (otfievii  isol  will  cause  thee  to  be  cAiastised  as 
tbd»  d^sen^est^''  ^ConSmxtdel  at  these  wonk.  add 
still  nM»e  at  the  tun^  in  which  tUey  were  deliv«ved^ 
I'  retiiicd,'  with*  ^tbe*  tear  in  my  eye,  very  nludt 
afeatBd  at  tMs  harsh'  behaviour  r  'but  as  I  was  ifiatw' 
rally  brfsk  and/haugfttyv  I  sooal  dkied  tny  ttiih  %  «vf ^ 
^bf  dbkngedib  ihdignatioiy,'«iid  I  resolved  lo*tsdt0 
aaftuahev  tfotice-o6  thlg  nhldiid  -  relation,  ^Withbttl 
wt]ose)sK|^taitce  I  hsfd^faitkbrto  miUe  shift  to  iivei^ 
-  Mywfaole  thonght  being  now  1)eat  on  ^uMvattn^ 
my  italedt^.  I  .appUed  to  %«6iiiess$>8h8vedf  aill'dav 
long,  and  in  the  evening  learned  -to  plaiyi'oii^*tde 
gasiar  b^iwliy  of  recreation.-  >My  master-  for  tLat 
itttrQMit>wife''an  oM  Signor  £smidero,^<V(4ibto^ 
Ward  i  4]imiied,  and  who  tantghtifltb  mosic;  whicb 
be  ondepstbod 'perfectly 'Well/  halving  been  foitnerff 
tkoristef '  i A  a  -cadibdnLl.  >  Hie  name  was  Martois  do 
Obregcofe,  a  sage  persohy  "who  had  a^daorge  kibck  of 
setMeasWeH  as- iexperiefiee,iQunrd  loved  fne  as  Weltf 
as  if  I  bad  beemliis  ownclMld.t  He  served  ihquaJ 
lity  of  ttsber  to  a  physician^s  wife,  whoXv^d'kvltbttf 
duvty  paces  of  rouri  Iwose, .  whidier  luEedikQ-go  im 
Iheitwiiiight^  adie^we  had'left  vff  wptkin^':  "aad 
iiukig  together  ae-.tbe'thmfaoid'  'of^ the)  door,  WCf 
^sedfto  itiaki^  w  little  ^xnkcerl,  nbt.atiall  disagrcN^^ 
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bMe  to  b)e  neighbours  t  not  that  our  Toice^wa^ 
toqutsite,  but  while  we  thrumnied  upon  the  kiitra*' 
metit,  each  of  us,  in  our  ttnrn,  accompanied  k  wiA 
tfidKing}  ancl  that  was  sufflcient  to  pliptoe  oi«(  andi^ 
to3.  In  petrtictiiar,  we  divened  Dotma  MergoIlU 
m,  the  phj'sician's  wile,  who  U9ed  to  come  into  the 
passage  to  hieor  us,  and  sbmedmes  made  nd  nepea| 
the  aits  that  were  most  to  h^r  liking,  her  hmband 
not  being  offended  at  her  enjoying  this  dtvornon^ 
for  though  he  was  a  Spaniard;  and  ahreAdy  wicll 
ttrteiten  m  j^ears;  be  itas  notJealouB!  lifeiproftssibn 
ifpgrossed  nim  wliolly,  and' afi' he  f ^turned  ilitigowl 
fi^om  his  patients  iii  the^  evening,  he  weitti  to  bed 
toetimeis^  without  being  ^rmiid  at  Mb  iwife's  attain 
tion  to  our  cbneerts  :  'tis  probable, '  indeed, -liitttM 
did  not  Hhinlc  them  capable  of  making 'daagemu 
impresdons:  and  we  most  observe,  thdCthe  ima^ 
gin^d  he  hftd  little  ot  noc^use  to  fear;'>M^ge)iiM 
Mng  j^ottng  and  handsome  'tis  tnle,  but  wifiial  s« 
flEvagely  v{rtuoos,'lhat  she  could  not  to  uMieh  m$ 
endure  the  look  Of  a  tnafQ.  He  did.  not,  tberefore^ 
begrudge  her  a  pasdmotlmt  seemed  so  innocent 
afnd  honourable,  but  left  us  t^  sitig  as  much- as  we 
pleased;  One' evening  when  i  came  tb.tbe  physic 
dan's  door,  with  an  intention  t6  play -as  usual,  I 
fbund-  the  did  squire  expectipg  me/  wlio  oking  mtf 
by  the  hand,  Bsdd  he  wsiMied  to  take  k  ikna  with 
me  before  we  shboM  begin  oureon€«rt;  then-lead^ 
Ing  me  into  a  by-strfeet  -Where  we  found  we-  could 
talk  with  freedom,  "Sbn  Diego^  (said  he,  wMi^a 
mekncholy  air)  I  have  something  eKtraoii dinan^  to 
disclose :  1  am  afraid^  my  child,  tliat  we  both  shaU 
liiih^eMiause  to  repent  of  amusing*  ourselves  i»t)M 
evening  with  concerts  at  my  masiter's  door.  1 
have,  doubdess,  a  gteat  fKendship  for  you,  and  aas 
very  wdl  pleiised  with  bftving  taught  you  to  play 
ttpon  the  guitar  and  sing  ;>  but  had  I  foreseen  the 
misfortune  that  thfeateiis  us,  please  God  !  I  would 
ha4e  given  you  your  lemons  in  some  other  place  !'* 
fVightened  at  this  discourse,  1' begged  the  uslier  td 
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he  move  exfrficiCy  atid  tell  me  wh$t  we  hed  loftiarj 
Cor  I  was  not  a  man  who  eoa}d  brave  danger  {.  nm 
had  I,  td  yett  made  the  tour  of  Spain.  *'  I  will 
^aaid  hi^  tell  yoo  wtiat  is  necemiary  to  be  knovm 
tbat  yoti  may  oomprehend  ihe  jec^paidy  in  wfai^ 
wto  are*  When  I  entered  iaio  tbe  servke  of  the 
physician,  wbicb  is  abootayiear  agOi  he sftid  tojue 
One  aorniB^,  afier  baving  brooght  me  into  the 
lieesence  l»f  Ms  wife,  ^Marcos,  behold  your  mistress : 
thb  y  ihe  lady  whom  ^^  ai^  to  tend  ^very* 
■rhere*'  I  adnuffed  Donna  MergjelUoa.  I  tboi^^ht 
bar  ^Ondorfid .  pretty ,  ^ues^irAy  bandsomei  and 
tral  pardcnlarly  charmed  mtk  the  agijeeehl^  aift 
that  diffused  ilself  through  her  wliole  mien ;  *  Sifi 
^anavrered  I  tb  tb^  physician)  I  -am  too  happy  hi 
being  permitted  to  serve  snob  a  eharming  la^y/ 
Meigelfiia,  disgusted  at  my  answer,  said  in  a  pas- 
sieo,  '  A  pretty  fellow;  indeed !  melhinks  yoa  teihe 
a  great  deal  of  Uberty.^I  wanttipne  of  yo^r  com* 
plimcpts  -not  I. -  Sadi  words,  from  9^  mouth  so 
agreeable,  surprised  me  very  much;  i  i^ould  Mt 
reconcile  ibis  rustic  and  iasolent  manner  of  ^p^-^ 
iog  with  the  gentk  appearance  of  my  iViifii^esi;^  bat 
her  busbandi  who  li^aa  nsed  to  it,  r^lced  at  U^ 
laving  a  wife  of  such  a  r^jre  cha3ractery  told  me 
that  Im  qKWSe  was  a  pirodigy  of  virtue;  and  per* 
oeiving  thai  she  put  on  her  veil,  a|Ml  prepmred  to  go 
t6  mtess,  bade  oae  condnot  her  to  cbarcbl  We  wefQ 
tio  sooner  in  the  street,  than  we  nmt  (which  is  not 
atiUcxtraordifiaryJ  several  gentlemen,  who,  struck 
with  the  fisie  air  or  Donna  Meigellina,  paid  her  a 
great  tnany  complimients  en  passant.  She  replied 
to  chem  all ;  but  you  cannot  imagine  bow  silly  and 
iidiculolis  her  answers  w^re.  £vei*y  body  w^ 
astonished,  and  could  not  conceive  that  there  wa« 
a  woman  in  die  world  who  could  be  displeased 
with  praise.  *  Madam  (said  I  to  ber)  take  oo  npUeo 
tt  what  i]B  said  lo  you ;  it  is  beHer  to  kieep  pilen^fe^ 
than  to  speak  in  passion.' — '  No,  no  (answer^  shp) 
I  will  let  these  insdent  fellows  know  thatl  woa^l 
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%%  ttmtkd  widi  dkrwMtU*    In  shorty  so  much  itti-i 
pcrtinfino^  escaped   Ben  ^^  '   could  not   help 
telling  her  my  sentimentB,  at  the  basard  of  hei^ 
dkpieiisnre*    I  repmeirted  to  bev,  aft  deHeateiy  a^ 
I  coold^  that  she  perverted  nature,  and  spoiled  il 
llioiisaM  good  qualities  by  her  savage  humour } 
that  a  woman  of  politeness  and  good  nature  mtgtit 
iMplre  love  without  the  help  of  beauty ;  whereas, 
the  handsomest  person   in   the   world,    without 
medLness  and  good  breeding,  would  become  the 
object  of  contempt,    i  strengthened  these  argu^ 
mentS'  with  many  more  of  the  same  kind,  calculated 
for  the  relbhnation  of  her  behaviour ;  and  aftei^ 
haviBgmoraliied  a  g<HKl  deal)  I  was  afraid  that  my 
freedom  would  enrage  ny  mistress,  and  bring  upon 
me  some  sevtte  repartee  :  nevertheless,  she  did  not 
cebel  against  uy  remonstrance,  but  contented  her^ 
4^j^  with  n^glectkig  it  entirely.  Us  well  as  aH  the 
1^  that  I  was  afterwards  foolish  enough  to  make. 

^M  length  I  forbore  to  advise  hw  of  her 
fotika,  and  >  abandoned  her  to  the  foroci^  of  her 
osture*  Meanwhile  fwoaid  you  beK«*ve  it  f)  the  fe«» 
ramdus  disposition  cHtUs  haughty  woman  is,  witb«- 
ID  these  two  moriths,  eatirdy  changed  j  she  is  cora-^ 
plataafit  tai«very  body,  and  her  behaviour  motrt' 
agneeable;  she  is  not  the  same  MergeBina  who 
madei  suck  silly  answers  lo  the  men  that  said 
obUigiDg  things  to  her;;  she  is  beeottie  sensible  to 
praise^  loves  to  be  ealted  bandsoitee,  and  told  that 
li  m^  cannot  look  upon  her  with  impunity ;  and 
flattery  b  jiow  as  sigreeable  to  her  as  to  any  oth^ 
moman :  tile  dsange  is  scarce  credible ;  and,  what 
wiU:  smrpsise  you  stH)  more,  you  are  the  author  of 
such  >a  great  miracle !  Yes,  my  dear  Diego  (coi>- 
tioaed  the  nsiier)  you  have  metumorpimsed  Donna 
Uecgcffim  in  this  manner,  and  coUfverted  thai, 
tigress  into  a  lamb*  In  one  word,  you  have  at^ 
tracttd  her  notice  t  I  ha^e  perceived  it  more  than 
thue^  msd  I  am  very  mueh  mistaken  in  the  sex  if 
skphsB. bqI  conceived  a  most  violent  passioir  for 
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WM?.  Tilifif  my  child,  Is  Che  sad  piece,  d^  neirs'l 
}knd  to.  disclofie^  and  dK  trotblesome  diteaima  in 
vhicb  we  are-" 

.  *'  I  can't  see  (said  I  to  the  old  'man)  that  we 
(laye  so  much  c^Aise  to  be  afflicted  at  this  affair^  01^ 
th,at  it,  is  a  misfoptune  for  me  to  be  beloved  hy  a 
handsame-  lady." — ''Ah,  Dieg&l  (he  replied)  yon 
talk  like  a  young  man  :  you  Took  only  at  die  buit, 
without  perceiving  the  hook;  you  consider  only 
tj)e  pleasure,  but  I  foresee  the  disagreeable  cotMe*^ 
quences.  All  will  come  toi  light  is  the  end*  If. 
you  contifiiie  coming  to  sing  at  our  door,  you  will, 
ipfls^me  the  passion  of  Mergellina,  who,  perhaps^' 
k>sing  all  restraint^  mil  betray  her  weakness  beferei 
f^r. husband  Doctor  Oloroso  ^  and  he  who  appears 
i)p  complaisant,. at  present,  because  he  believes  he 
l^bs  no  reason,  to  be  jealous,  will  become  furious^i 
revepge  himself  upon  hec,  and,  irn  all  probability, 
make  both  you  and  me  feel  the  effects  .of  Ins  rage/' 
— "  Why,  truly  (said  I)  SigAor  Manxes,  your  rea- 
sons are  convincing,  and  I  submit  myself  whoHy  to^ 
yplir  advice:  give  me,  therefore,  directions  how  to 
bfliave  in  order  to  prevetit  arischieC"— "  We  -have 
nothing  tQ  ^o  (answered  he)  hut  t»  give  over  bur 
qoQp^rt,:  ,a|^»^Ar  np.A)0re>  before  kny  mistress ;  and,: 
^hep  you  are  no  longer  seen,  she  will  retrieve  her 
quiet.  Stay  at  your  master's  house,  whilher  I  wilt 
Oqme,  and  we  will  play  upon  the  guitar  without 
danger."—"  With  all  my  heart  (said. I)  and  1  pfo*( 
ipise  never,  to  set  foot  within- your  door  again."  i 
r^splved^  ^n  good  earnest,  to  be  as  good  as  mj^ 
^ord,  an^,  for  the  future^  to  keep  n&yself  close  iw 
4^  ^hop^  since  the  sight  of  me  was  so  dangerous.  ' 
.  Jn  the  mean  time  honest  Marcos,  with  ail  bis 
prudence)  found,  in  a  very  few  days,  thak  Ihe^ 
means  he  bad  contrived  to  extinguish  .the  .flame  d 
Donna. [Mergellina  produced  a  quite  contravy  edect.* 
"l^be  Jady,  not  having  heard  mt  singior  tw(>Digfatsi 
ajp^ccessiyi^ly,  s^sked  him  iwhy  we«kad  dtscontinued- 
oujjf  <^oncert,  and  for  ^ what. renson^  I  no  kMiger-ap*^. 
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pftikmt?  .Qe  vep]]e4>  1  ^^  so  b^^  that  I  J4ul.Mk 
a.|P0ineDt  ^  llestow  qh  my  pki^ures*  ShcineQivied 
8«^U$fii^  WitU.tbis,eJu:u&f5..aiid  for.tlir^  dayft|«or«| 
ft^ppoiVied  my  abspnc;^  with  fortitude  enQ^gb ;  bitfy 
^t  tW  Qnd  ojT  that  tiipe,  my  prUM;esg  }o6t.  aU  pur. 
ti^nce^  aod  Sc^d  to  hejr  squire,  /'  You.4ec^ve  m^^ 
]ti(arcaf»$  Diegp  must  have  some  other  reason  for 
not  coining,  hither  :,.tli^re. is  som^. mystery  ia.  if^ 
wbichlmu^t  have^iqpihMiied;  speak,  t,herefi)re,nl^ 
order  yoo,.  and  jconc^al  pothipg  of  rt^Q^initb." — t 
*>  Madam,  (answered/ h^i  making  nse.  of  ajoothei^ 
espedient)  sioce  yo«  itaust  know  the  truth^.]  witt 
1^11  you,  that  h$  commonly  found  supper  ovei) 
w^n  he  went,  home, '^t^  our  concert;  and  he  doeft 
not  phoQse  to  ruQ  the  risk  ojf  going  to  bed  witban^ 
employ  atoiQftch." — ''  How !  with  a^  ejnpty.stooiachf; 
(oied.^.^ith  iHuarks  ^f  ui^QaMnfss)  why  h^  Qoi 
yoii /ti^Jidi  il¥^  this  sooner ,f  Go  t9,)>ed.sppperle^l 
poor  bahy!  ,  Go  tohimJustanfly,  and  hriilg  hiui) 
hither  this  jevening^  He.sha'nt  go,  home,  with  9iX^, 
empty- ston^h :  there  shall  always  be  %  plate  pf 
spmethipg  ^seryed  for  him."  ..... 
..  ^  What  xlo  I  hear  f  Tsapd  the  u^bejTt  ajQp^cting  su^i 
arise  9it  her,  discojar^e,).  Jje^ypijis,  wh^t,^cbAng|BJi 
UU  yoj»»,.m?idam>.that.t^ik  th^sj?  ,.  flow  lft9gha^ 
vou  been  thus  gentle  and  coopapassio^atet?"*— 'f  HoWf 
lophg  t  (xepUed  ^^  hastily),  sii^ce  your  abode  in 
this,  hou^e;  or  ratlier  sinpe  yqif  condepnped  nij{f 
lisdaiqful  cai^iage,  and  laboured  to  soften  th^r 
^pu^^ess  of  my  behaviour.  But,  ^las^!  (added) 
^,  in  a  m^ltipg  strain)  Ibaye  parsed,  from  pniey 
^Ireinity  to  another!  fi^q^  heing  haughty  .s^dr 
nsensibl^,  I  am  h^9me  tpo. soft, a^d. tender !  L 
Ipve  your  young  friend  Oiegq,  ii^  spite  pf,  aU  p\yj 
e^rt&  to  the  contrary;  and  )iis  abs^ocf,  instead;  q^ 
weakening,  adds.i^ew  yigqur  to  my  lqye!?'-r-".I|> 
it  possible  (^id..th^Qld.man).tbat,a  lad^  who  i$^ 
^either  hanasoo^  jior,  gjenteel,;  shoqld,]^  the  ohjeaV 
of  R^cb  a  violent  ps^on?  I  would. /oi;giv^  ypof. 
s^diaents,  had  t^iey  bee^  i9.spired  by  sopi?  g^fifV^t 
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iMIi  df  %Uinhg  MdoitipBMiineiitt.'*— ^  Ah,  MiiWrt 
(ttdd  Mergellinft,  intennptiiig  him)  1  donH  reMm^ 
Die  4he  t«9t  of  my  sei^-^r  rather,  notwithstandioip 
•U  yottr  long  experienee,  yoo  are  but  IHde  mt* 
qUitinted  with  women,  if  yoa  think  that  merit 
always  determines  their  choice.  If  I  may  be  al« 
bwed  to  jadge  by  myseli^  deliberatioti  has  ao  share 
in  tlieir  engagements ;  lore  is  a  disorder  of  the 
ifaiitd,  *by  which  we  are  ittvolnntarily  dragged  and 
iksteiied  to  the  object-^t  is  a  distemper  by  which 
^e  are  sen^  as  dogs  are  with  madness  t  cease 
Aefefoie  to  rejM^sent  Diego  as  unWortby  of  my 
(endemess:  let  it  suffice  that  my  love  finds  in  him^ 
a  ttmosand  good  qualities  which  escape  your  notice, 
iiid'perhaps  only  etist  in  my  imagination.  It  h 
vain  for  yoa  to  td)  me,  that  neither  Ids  featnrer 
nor  his  make  deserve  the  least  attention.  He 
setttis  to  be  bom  tor  captivate,  and  fairer  dian  dte 
day!  besides,  he  has  a  sweetness  of  voice  thai 
dfaarms  me,  and,  in  my  opinion,  plays  on  die  gui^' 
tar  with  ia  grace  peculiar  to  himself."-^'*  Bat, 
madam,  (replied  Marcos)  do  you  consider  who  tUi 
Bf%0  isf  the*  meanness  or  Ins  condition  ^'^•--^^  Mine 
is  not  mudi  higher  than  his,  (said  she,  mlerraptiiig 
hbn  again)  and  if  I  was  earen  a  woman  of  quality; 
Aat  should  be  no  ol|jeetton." 

The  result  of  this  conversation  was,  tiiat  flie 
ulher,  thinking  he  should  mdke  little  progresi^ 
with  his  remonstrances,  ceased  to  Oppose  the  in^ 
flituation  of  his  mistress ;  as  an  expert  pilot  yields 
t»  the  storttt  tiiat  driven  him  from  mt  port  in 
yiew.  He  did  more  for  the  satisbctioa  of  hii 
patroness  ^  for  coming  to  me,  he  UK»k  me  aside,, 
atid  having  recounted  what  passed  between  her 
sendUrii;  "Tou  see,  Diego,  (added  he)  that  we 
cannot  help  coUfdnuing  our  concert  at  Mergellina'i 
door.  There  is  a  necessity  for  diat  lady^s  seeing 
you:  again,  my  friend ;  otherwise  we  shall  commit' 
stMne  piece  of  mdisc^tion,  that  may  d4  infinite 
ptt^udice  to  her  repsktatkm.^'    I  was  not  hard* 
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near  ted,  but  told  Marcos,  I  would  in  the  twilight 
repair  to  the  place*  of  assignadon,  with  my  gui- 
tar, and  that  he  might  go  and  regale  his  mistre^l 
wiui  this  agreeable  piece  of  news.  In  this  he  did 
not  fail;  and  that  passionate  inamorata  was  ra- 
vished to  understand  that  she  should  have  th^ 
pleasure  of  seeing  and  hearing  me  that  very  even- 

A  disagreeable  accident,  however,  had  well  nign 
balked  her  expectation.  For  I  could  not  leave 
the  shop  before  night,  which,  for  mv  sins,  was  ex- 
tremely dark ;  and  as  I  groped  along  the  street, 
and  had  got  about  halfway  to  th^  place  of  rendez- 
vous, I  was  crowned,  from  a  Window,  With  the 
contents  of  a  perfuming  pan,  that  did  not  at  all 
delight  my  sense  of  smelling;  though  I  may  safely 
iay,  I  lost  none  of  it,  so  exactly  was  I  equipped. 
In  this  condition,  I  did  not  know  what  course  to 
take.  Had  I  returned  to  the  shop,  I  should  have 
afforded  a  very  diverting  scene  to  my  comrades, 
and  exposed  myself  to  a  thousand  unsavoury  jests; 
and  I  was  shocked  at  the  thought  of  going  in  this 
fine  pickle  to  Mei'gellina:  this  l^st,  however,  I 
resolved  upon,  and  going  to  the  physician's  houses 
found  the  old  squire  waiting  for  me  at  the  door. 
When  he  told  me  that  Doctor  Oloroso  being  in 
bed,  we  might  freely  divert  ourselves  ;  I  answered, 
I  must  first  clean'  my  clothes;  and  then  related 
my  misfortune :  he  sympathized  with  me,  and  con- 
ducted me  into  a  ball  where  his  misti'ess  was, 
who  no  sooner  learned  my  adventure,  and  saw  mV 
condition,  than  she  grieved  for  me  as  much  as  if  1 
had  met  with  the  greatest  misfortutie ;  and  bestow- 
ed a  thousand  curses  on  the  person  who  had  thus 
accommodated  me.  "  But,  madam,  (said  Marcos 
to  her)  moderate  your  transports ;  and  consider 
that  this  event,  being  the  pui'e  effeet  of  chance, 
ought  not  to  be  so  deeply  resented." — "Why should 
not  I  (answered  she)  deeplv  resent  the  injury  that 
has  been  done  to  this  poor  Iamb,  this  dove  without 
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nllf  who  does  not  even  complain  of  the  aatmge 
be  has  received  ?  O  that  I  wa^a  man  this  moment 
to  revenge  it  {" 

She  said  a  thousand  things  more  that  denoted 
the  excess  of  her  love,  which  she  made  appear  no 
less  by  her  acdons  |  for  while  Marcos  was  busied 
in  wiping  me  with  a  towel^  she  ran  to  her  chamber 
and  letcned  from  it  a  box  full  of  all  sorts  of  per- 
fiimes ;  sweetening  mv  clothes  with  the  scent  o. 
odoriferous  drugs  which  she  burned,  and  after- 
wards sprii^ling  them  all  over  with  essences.  The 
fimiigation  and  aspersion  ptmurmed,  this  charitable 
.ady  went  herself  into  the  kitchen  for  some  bread, 
wine,  and  slices  of  roasted  mutton,  which  she  had 
set  apart  for  my  entertainment :  and  obliging  me 
to  eat,  took  pleasure  in  serving  me,  sometimes  by 
cutting  me  victuals,  and  sometimes  by  filling  wine; 
in  spite  of  all  that  Marcos  and  I  could  say  to  dis- 
suade her  from  such  condescension.  When  I  had 
supped,  we  gentlemen  of  the  band  began  to  tune 
our  voices  to  our  guitars,  and  performed  a  con- 
cert that  charmed  Mergellina.  We  affected,  in- 
deed, to  sing  those  airs,  the  words  of  which  flatter* 
ed  her  passion ;  and  it  must  be  observed,  that  while 
I  sung,  I  frequently  ogled  her  with  die  tail  of  my 
eye  in  such  a  manner,  as  blew  the  coals  of  love } 
for  I  began  to  be  pleased  with  the  game.  Although 
the  concert  lasted  a  long  time,  I  was  not  at  all 
tired ;  and  as  for  the  lady,  to  whom  the  howl 
seemed  minutes^  she  would  willingly  have  spent 
the  night  in  hearing  us ;  had  not  the  old  usher,  to 
whom  the  minutes  seemed  hours,  put  her  in  mind 
of  its  being  late.  This  she  gave  him  the  trouble 
to  repeat  ten  or  twelve  times ;  but  she  had  to  do 
with  one  who  was  indefatigable  on  that  sabl^t, 
and  who  gave  her  no  rest  until  I  was  gone.  This 
experienced  person,  seeing  his  mistress  abandoned 
to  a  foolish  passion,  was  waid  of  some  cross  acci- 
dent :  and  Us  fear  was  soon  justified :  for  the  doc  • 
tor,  either  suspecting  some  secret  intrigue,  or  agi- 
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tatid  by  the  demon  of  jealousy,  who  bad  re»ecte4 
hiip  bi&erto,  took  it  m  his  head  to  find  fault  with 
Qur  concerts,  which  he  forbad  in  a  peremptory 
manner,  and,  without  giving  any  reason  for  hii 
fiisgust,  declared  that  for  the  fature  he  would 
sofler  no  strangers  to  come  widiin  his  doors. 

Marcos  advertised  me  of  this  declaration,  which 
was  particularly  intended  for  me,  and  mortified 
me  not  a  little ;  for  I  had  conceived  hopes  I  waK 
sorry  to  forego.  Nevertheless,  that  I  may  act  the 
faitliful  historian,  I  will  own  that  I  bore  the  voifh 
fortune  with  patience.  This  was  not  the  case  with 
Mergellina,  whose  sentiments  were  more  inflamed 
than  ^ver.  *'  My  dear  Marcos  1  {said  she  to  bee 
usher)  from  you  alone  I  expect  assistaiice ;  fidl 
upon  some  method,  i  beg  of  you,  to  bring  Di^go 
and  me  togcsther  in  private/' — *'  What  do  you  ask  i 
(ipxied  the  old  man  in  a  rage.^  I  have  been  already 
but  too  complaisant,  and  will  not  undertake,  by 
gratifying  your  silly  passion^  to  dishonour  my 
master,  r^in  your  reputation,  and  entail  iniamy 
upon  myself.  I,  who  have  always  maintained  ^tbe 
character  of  an  irreproachable  domestic !  I  will 
rather  quit  your  family  than  serve  you  in  such  H 
shameful  manner,"-*-"  Ah,  Marcos !  (cried  the  kdy^ 
interrupting  him,  and  frightened  at  his  last  wosds) 
you  piierce  my  very  heart,  when  you  talk  of  leaving 
me !  Cruel  man !  are  you  going  to  forsake  me 
now,  after  having  jreduced  me  to  this  condition ! 
Give  me  back  my  former  pride,  and  that  savage^ 
pess  of  disposition  yon  have  deprived  me  of!  Why 
do  I  not  still  possess  these  happy  defects,  whick 
would  have,  preserved  my  tranqniUity:  whereas 
your  indiscreet  remonstrances  have  robbed  me  ci 
the  repose  I  enjoyed !  Tou  have  corrupted  my 
morals  by-  cpad^avouring  to  correct  them.-*-*But 
what  do.  I  say  (added  she)  wretch  that  I  am  !  why 
dp  I  reproach  you  unjusuy !  No,  my  father,  yott 
are  not  ^  author  of  my  misfortune,  which  rrnel 
fate  fdone  decrees!    Don't  therefore  take  notioet 
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1  emjiure  yon,  ef  the  extraragaiit  Ascoone  Atl 
Mrapes  me !  AIu !  my  passion  disorden  my  qih 
dentanding !  Have  pity  on  my  weakness ;  yon  tert 
ikW  my  comfort,  and  if  you  have  any  re^tfd  fer 
iny  lUe,  do  not  refuse  your  assistance," 

At  these  words,  her  tears  redonUIng  in  such  a 
manner  that  she  could  not  go  on,  she  covered  her 
lace  with  her  handkerchief,  and  threw  herself  upon 
a  chair,  like  a  person  sinking  under  afRicdon.  Old 
Marcos,  who  was  perhaps  the  best  soul  of  an  usher 
that  ever  lived,  could  not  resist  such  a  moving 
siffht,  which  aflected  him  so  much,  that  he  even 
mmgled  his  tears  with  those  of  his  mistress,  and 
said,  with  an  air  ef  tenderness,  *' Ah,  madam,  how 
hewitchinff^ou  are !  I  am  not  proof  against  your 
sorrow  !  my  virtue  b  vanquished,  and  I  promise 
ou  my  assistance.  I  an  not  surprised  that  love 
as  been  able  to  make  you  ferget  your  duty.  When 
pity  only  har  severed  me  from  mine.''  Accordingly, 
the  usher,  in  niile  of  his  irreproachable  conduct, 
devoted  himself  very  obligingly  to  the  passion  of 
MergieKna,  and  having  come  one  monung  to  in- 
hrm  me  of  what  had  happened,  told  me  at  parting 
that  he  had  already  concerted  a  plan  for  procuring 
a  secret  interview  between  die  lady  and  me.  Tbii 
re-animated  my  hope,  but  in  less- than  two  houra 
after  I  rec^ved  a  piece  of  veiy  bad  news.  A  jour* 
neyman  apothiteary  in  the  ileighbourhood,  one  of 
our  customers,  came  in  to  be  shaved,  and  while  I 
prepared  die  lather,  said,  ^  Signor  Diego,  what  is 
the  matter  with  your  friend,  the  old  squire,  Marcos 
ik  Obregon !  Do  you  know  diat  he  is  going  to 
leave  Doctor  Oloroso  ?"  Upon  my  answering  in 
dte  negative,  he  resumed,  '*^It  is  certwdy  true :  he 
iii  to  b<^  dismissed  this  very  day :  his  master  and 
mine  have  been  just  taflLing  on  that  subject,  while 
I  was  by;  and  to  the  best  6f  my  remembrance, 
dieir  conversation  was  thus:  *  Signor  Apuntador 

isaid  the  physician)  I  have  a  &vour  to  ask :  being 
liMadsfied  with  an  oU  usher  who  has  served  me 
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$mm  tune,  I  waat  to  put  my  wife  under  ^  di^- 
xection  of  a  faithfiili  severoi  imd  vifQlaiit  duemuu' 
•oi*'  I  andentftod  you,  (^aid  my  masto*,  interruptiiig . 
Ilim)  yoa  bare  oocasioxi  for  Dame  Melancia,  who 
W9#  jny  wile's  govemaiite,  and  has  lived  in  the 
fiuHUy  Ifaese  six  weeks  thai  I  have  bee&  a  widower: 
though  she  is  very  usefiil  to  me  *in  hottsekeeping^ 
I  yield  her  to  yoa,  on  accoont  of  my  conceen  tu 
your  honoiir.  ,  Tou  may  depend  upon  her  for  the 
safr^  of  your  forehead :  she  is  a  jewel  of  a  dnemia,^ 
imd  a  very  dragon  to  guard  the  chastity  of  the 
lemale  sex :  during  the  whok  term  of  twdve  years 
that  she  was  with  my  wiie,  who  you  know,  was 
both  young  and  handsome,  I  nevier  saw  lo  much 
an  the  sbiuloir  of  a  gallant  in  my  house.  No« 
fiuth !  it  was  no  place  for  them  to  play  pranks  in^ 
and  let  me  tell  you,  the  defunct,  in  the  beginningi 
had  a  strong  propensity  to  coquetry,  but  Dame 
Mekneia  soon  reclaimed,  and  inspired  her  with  a 
ta^te  for  virtue.  In  a  word,  she  is  a  treasure,  and 
you  will  thank  me  more  diw  once  for  the  pre* 
sent  I  make  of  her.'  The  doctor  was  rc^iced  al 
tbli  encoftnium  and  Signor  Apuntador  and  he  are 
Mt«^  that  thus  duenna  sbaU  this  very  day  fill  the 
pU'e^  of  the  old  usher/' 

*  This  piece  of  ntews,  which  I  believed,  and  was 
C?rUunlv  true,  disturbed  the  ideas  of  pleasure  with 
vbich  I  had  begun  again  to  regale  myself;  and 
IdarcoSi  in  the  afternoon,  oonfounded  them  effee* 
taally,  by  confirming  the  report  of  the  joumeymaki 
opodbeoe^,  f*  My  dear  Iliego^  (said  the  honeH 
^mor)  I  am  very  glad  that  Doctor  Okwoio  has 
dismissed  me*  A  circnmslance  that  spares  me  al 
great  deal  of  trouble :  for  I  not  only  found  asyaelf 

*  rhe  duennaB  are  diacreet  females  pf  apposed  iSdelit^^ 
Is  whose  care  the  Spaniards  commit  the  chastity  of  their 
^ffVnri  and  daughten — an  ofllee  happily  ocluded  from  this 
Ifuul  of  virtuous  freedom. 
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engaged  in  a  bad  employment ;  Imt  likewise  ittiet 
a  necessity  ofcontriving  tricics  and  stratagems  to 
.l>ring  Mergeuina  and  yon  together  in  private. 
What  a  dilemma  had  I  broa^t  myself  intoP  Thank 
BeaTcnj  I  am  freed  from  those  troublesome  'cai^ff, 
and.  the  dangers  that  sAtend  them  !  For  your  part; 
mv  son,  yo«  ought  to  console  yomrsdf  for  the  loss 
of  a  few  sweet  moments,  wbidi  might  have  beeA 
followed  by  n^mberlle8s  sorrows.'^  I  relished  the 
reflection  of  Marcos,  because  I  no  longer  had  any 
kopes  ;  and  thought  no  more  of  the  affair.  I  con- 
less,  I  wks  not'  one  of  tho^e  stubborn  lovers  who 
are  animated  by  tbe  obsfacles  In  their  way :  but 
had  I  been  such  an  one,  Dame  Melancia  was 
enough  to  make  me  quit  my  pursuit :  for  the  cha- 
racter I  had  heard  of  that  duenna  seemed  capable 
of  driving  any  gallanc  to  despair.  Nevertheless, 
in  whatever  colours  she  had  been  painted  to  me,  1 
learned  two  or  three  days  after,  that  the  doctor's 
wife  had  either  lulled  this  Argus,  or  corrupted  hei^ 
fide|i^.  As  I  went  out  to  shave  one  of  my  neigh- 
bours^ a  decent  'old  woman  stopping  me  ih  tha 
street,  asked  if  my  name  was  not  Diego  de  la  Fn* 
eota :  when  I  answered.  Yes.  <<  Well,  then  (swd 
she)  you  are  the  person  I  want*  Come  this  night' 
to  Donna  Mergellina's  door,  and  make  some  signal 
by  .which  you  may  be  known  and  admitted  into 
<fa»  boAse."— **  Very  weft,  (said  I  to  her)  *e  must 
first  agre^  upOn  the  «ignaL  I  Can  mimic  a  ciKt 
cfaamingly,  addwill  mew  several  times.— ^^  Thatfs 
fBOttgfa  (rej^lied  this  she  Merenry)  I  will  report 
rnkTmumer:  Yonr' servant,  SignorDiego^-Heaven 
Uess  iyoa>^«-*How  handsoue  yon  are !  By  St  Agnes, 
If  I  were  bnt'  fifteen  years  old,  I  wo^ld  not  choose 
to  engage  you  for  others."  So  saying,  the  officious 
beldame  went  away, 

Tou  may  well  think.  I  was  liiriously  agitated 
by  this  iaessage.  Adieu  the  reflection  of  Marcos  ! 
I  expected  night  with  the  utmost  impatience,  and 
when  I  thought  Doctor  Oloroso  might  be  asleep 
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went  to  ber  door,  where  I  mewed  so  load  as  to  be 
heard  at  a  good  distance,  and  did  great  honour  to 
the  master  who  taught  me  such  a  polite  art  In  a 
moment,  Mergellina  herself  having  opened  the 
door  softly  anuJ  let  me  in,  shut  it  again  in  the 
fame  manner ;  and  we  went  together  into  the  hall 
where  our  last  concert  was  held,  and  which  was 
lighted  by  a  small  lamp  that  gOmmered  in  the 
chimney  :  we  sat  down  close  by  one  another,  for 
the  benefit  of  conversing  more  at  our  ease ;  and 
were  both  very  much  affected :  widi  this  diflerence, 
however,  that  pleasure  alone  was  the  occasion  of 
her  emotion ;  while  mine  partook  a  litde  of  fear. 
Mv  princess  hi  vain  assured  me,  that  we  had  no- 
thing to  dread  on  account  of  her  husband ;  I  was 
seis^  with  a  fit  of  shiverinff  that  disturbed  my 
joy*  **  Madam  (ssd?  I  td  her)  how  have  you  been 
able  to  deceive  the  vigilance  of  your  govemante  ? 
After  what  I  had  heard  of  Dame  Meiancia,  I  did 
not  think  it  possible  for  you  to  find  means  to  let 
me  hear  from  you,  much  less  to  give  me  a  personal 
toteffview.**  I>onna  Mergellina,  smiling  at  my  dis- 
course, answered,  **  Ton  will  cease  to  be  surprised 
at  the  private  opportunity  we  now  enjoy,  aflier  I 
have  told  you  wnat  passed  between  my  duennli 
and  me.  When  she  came  first  into  the  family,  my 
husband  loaded  her  with  civilities,  and  ssdd  to  me, 
*  Mergellina,  I  commit  you  to  die  conduct  of  thit 
discreet  gentlewoman,  who  is  a  summary  of  all  the 
virtues :  a  mirroir  which  you  must  alwavs  have  be- 
fore your  eyes,  for  your  improvement  m  wisdoni : 
this  admirable  person  governed  an  apothecary's 
wife  (a  friend  of  mine)  twelve  vears }  and  that  isi 
such  an  uncommon  manner,  that  she  became. a 
kind  of  saint,  under  her  instruction.' 

*<  This  encomium,  which  the  severe  look  of  Dafkif 
Meiancia  did  not  belie,  cost  me  a  world  of  leart, 
and  threw  me  into  despair.  I  represented  to  qiv- 
self  the  lectures  I  must  hear  from  morn  to  night, 
and  the  rebukes  I  must  every  day  undffgo.    in 
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diosit,  I  6n>ected  to  be  d|e  most  unhappy  wo^a^ 
in  tbe  worm :  and  thinking  it  needless  to  be  on  th^ 
^serve,  in  such  a  cruel  state  of  expectation,  I  sai4 
to  my  duenna,  wit)i  a  resolute  air  (as  soon  as  I 
found  myself  alone  with  her)  '  You  are  doubtless 
preparing  a  great  many  sufferings  for  me;  but  I 
think  proper  to  'advertise  you  beforehandi  that  I 
have  not  a  great  deal  of  patience ;  and  that  I  will 
endeavour  to  give  you  as  many  mortifications  as  I 
can :  in  the  mean  time,  I  declare  that  my  heart 
entertains  a  passion  which  all  your  remonstrance]) 
shall  not  impair ;  so  you  may  take  your  measures 
accordingly,  ^nd  redouble  yo|ur  vigilance;  for.] 
confess  I  will  spare  nothing  to  deceive  it.'  ^i 
these,  words,  the  grim-faced  duenna  (who,  I  ima- 
gined, was  about  to  give  me  a  sample  of  her  office) 
deared  up  her  austere  coumenance,  and  said  with 
a  smiling  air,.  '  I  am  charmed  with  your  humomv 
yout  frankness*  epcourages  mine,  and  I  see  we  ai^e 
designed  for  one  another ;  Ah.  my  fair  MergelUna! 
(low  litde  are  you  acquainted  with  me  when  yoii 
judge  by  the  character  your  spouse  the  doctor 
gives  me,  and  by  ihis  sour  aqpect  I  assume  !  I  am 
^  far  from  beip^  an  enemy  to  pleasure,  that  my 
sole  motive  for  hiring  myself  as  the  minister  of 
iealous  husbaiids  is,  that  I  may  the  more  eikc-. 
tually  serve  the  handsopie  wives.  I  have  lonm 
possessed  the  great  mystery  of  disguising  myself 
and  I  may  call  myself  doubly  happy,  because  I 
enjoy  the  convenience  of  sin  and  Uie  reputatioq 
of  virtue  at  the  same  dme.  Between  you  and  ifxe^ 
this  is  the  scope  of  mankind  in  general:  virtue 
i^f  is  too  dimcult  to  be  acquired:  and  fherefore 
people  are  satisfied  with  possessing  4^^  appearances 
of  it. 

<<  <  Ijefive  your  conduct  to  my  direcdon,.  Taddcd 
the  governante)  and  I  warrant  you,  we  will  sood 
impose  upon  old  Doctor  Oloroso,, who,  by  my  troth, 
shall  soon  share  the  fate  of  Signor  Apuntador ;  for 
I  don't  see  why  tbe  forehead  of  a  physician  should 
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h^  mv^-  suspected  Umui  tb»t  of  ao  ^pfubacary* 
l^oof  ApunUidor!  bow.iMoy  tricks  his  wife  aod  I 
^ve.  played  him!  She  was  a  lovely  creature !  i^ 
good-humouDed  soul,  l^eaveii  rest  it !  I  can  assure 
yop  she  oo^de  a  good  use  of*  Jf^er  youth  y  and  did 
oot  i^aut  abMadfiuee  of  admkers,  whom  I  i^tro* 
d^ced  to  (be  house  withoi^t  evier  being  discovered 
by  h^r  husb^d :  )ook  upon  ipe,  therefore}  mafillMi 
with  a  yapre  &vourable  ejey  aivl  be  petsii^diedt 
that  wbiiWver  talent  the  old  squirfi  might  harve  fiw 
your  servic^^  ypi^  will  Ipse  mdme  ^V  the  cfaaiic^ 
and  perhaps  find  me  still  more  u^ifid  thc^  he  was,? 
'^  I  leave  you  jto  Ju^gey  PiegPy  (cpntiiitted  Merr 
gellina)  hpw  much  I  thought  my^i^  obUged  ui 
the  dnemia  for  this  Sn^k  dfcclaration,  for  I  look9d 
I9P09  hef  as  a  perion  of  the  n^o^  austem  virtwt  | 
so  apt  are  people  to  be  deceivtd  in  women.  Her 
sincerity  gained  n|y  heart  in  a  moment;  I  emViaf^d 
her  in  a  transport  of  joy,  that  convinced  her  boiii^ 
^uch  I  was  charmed  'widi  my  lot,  in  haviqg  hev 
fair  a  governante;  and  afterwards  freely  imparted 
ny  sentiments  to  her,  and  begged  that  she  wpuld^ 
without  loss  of  time,  contrive  a  privat?  met^ting 
ip^ith  you^  which  she  has  not  failed  to  proQur^ 
7hU.  very  mon^ng  she  let  ^t  wprk  that  qia  woqwi 
who  spoke  to  yoOf  and  who  is  an  i^nt  whom  sIm 
often  empk>yed  fi^r  the  t^pothecary's  wi£b.  But  tbn 
most  pleasant  part  of  this  adventure  (added  she, 
laughing)  is,  thi^t  lif  elancia,  understanding  from  mq 
t|uat  my  husband  commonly  slec^  sound,  bus. gone 
to  bed  to  him,  and  this  very  minute  supplies  m^ 

ei^e,"  '*  So  much  the  wvirse,  madam,  (said  {  to 
ergellina)  I  cannot  wprove  this  invention :  yom 
husband  may  w^e  and  perceive  th?  cheat'^— ^^'Ha 
cannot  perceivp  it  (answered  she,  with  some  pre^ 
cipitation;)  do  not  be  uneasy  on  that  score;  noi; 
let  a  groundless  panic  poison  the  delight  you  ougfajt 
to  eiyoy  with  a  youQg  lady  who  has  a  regard  Af 
you." 
The  old  doctor's  wife,  observing  that  I  was  siiU 
U  Vol.  I.  15 
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tbmMjtdj  notwitbttanding  her  assurance,  did  every 
Aiag  in  her  power  to  encoorue  me,  and  practised 
•o  many  different  endeavoors  m  that  purpose,  that 
■he  succeeded  at  h»t,  and  I  resolved  to  profit  by 
tfie  occasion ;  Int  Just  as  Cnpid,  att^ded  by  tte 
Sports  and  Smiles,  was  about  to  crown  my  happi^ 
ness,  we  were  astonbhed  by  a  loud  rap  at  die  street 
dbor.  Immediately  Love  and  his  train  took  wing, 
like  a  flock  of  feurful  birds  dispersed  by  sudden 
noise  !-^MergeUina  concealed  me  in  a  hurry  under 
a  taUe  that  was  in  die  hall ;  then  blowing  out  the 
laaft|i  as  had  been  agreed  upon  between  bet  gover- 
nante  and  her,  in  case  such  a  cross  accident  should 
happen,  die  went  to  the  chamber  where  her  bus* 
band  was  a-bed.  In  the  mean  time  the  whole 
oouse  rung  with,  the  repeated  knocks  that  were 
thundered  at  the  door:  and  the  doctor,  starting 
but  of  hb  sleep,  called  Melancia. — ^The  duenna, 
jumping  out  of  bed  (although  the  doctor,  who  mis* 
took  her  for  his  wife,  bid  her  lie  sdll)  joined  her 
mistress  in  the  dark,  who,  feeling  her,  called  Me- 
lancia also,  and  bid  her  go  and  see  who  knocked 
at  the  door :  ^*  Madam  (answered  the  govelnante) 
I  am  here-^6o  to  bed  again,  if  yon  please,  and  I 
win  go  and  see  what  is  the  matter/'  Meanwhile 
MergeHina,  having  undressed,  slipt  into  bed  to  the 
doctor,  who  had  not  the  least  suspicion  of  the  trick. 
— ^Tis  true,  indeed,  this  scene  was  performed  in 
the  dark  by  two  actresses,  one  of  whom  was  match- 
less in  her  way,  and  the  other  an  admirable  pro 
ficient 

'  The  duenna,  wrapped  in  a  robe  de  chambrei 
appearing  soon  after  with  a  candle  in  her  hand, 
said  to  her  master,  ^'  Signor  Doctor,  be  so  good  ai 
to  rise :  the  bookseller,  Femandes  de  Buendia,  our 
neighbour,  has  fallai  into  an  apoplexy,  and  you 
are  desired  to  g^  widi  all  haste  to  his  assistance.** 
The  physician  dressed  himsdf  as  soon  as  he  could, 
and  went  away ;  while  his  wife,  in  a  loose  gown, 
came  along  with  the  duenna  into  the  hall  where 
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t  was,  foid  drawing  me  from  mider  the  table,  mtir^ 
dead  than  aBve,  "Yon  have  nothing  to  fear,  Diegt^ 
(said  she)  recollect  yom'self."  Then,  in  a  few 
wol*ds,  she  told  me  what  had  happened,  and  want* 
ed  to  ren^  the  conversation  which  had  been 
Interrupted ;  but  this  the  governante  opposed,  sav* 
ing,  '^^fadam,  perhaps  yomr  husband' will  find  m 
bookseller  dead,  and  return  immediately.  Besidet 
(added  she,  perceiving  me  benumbed  with  fear) 
what  would  you  do  with  this  poor  lad  ?  He  il 
in  no  conditioil  to  maintain  the  conference,  whici 
you  had  better  defer  till  to-morrow.**— Donna  Her* 
geTKna  consented  to  this  proposal,  not  withoot 
regret ;  so  well  did  she  love  the  present  titne :  and 
1  believe  she  was  very  much  mortified,  that  fthe 
could  not  then  bestow  upon  the  doctor  the  new 
cap  she  had  destined  for  tum. 

As  for  my  own  part,  less  sorry  for  having  been 
balked  of  love's  most  precious  favours,  than  glad 
to  be  out  of  danger,  I  went  back  to  my  master^ 
house,  where  I  spent  the  night  in  reflecting  upon 
my  advemure. — ^I  hesitated  some  time  about  going 
to  the  place  of  rendexvons  next  night,  having  as  bad 
an  opinion  of  this  second  enterprise  as  of  the  first : 
but  the  devil,  who  is  always  facing  close  siege  to 
us,  or  rather,  on  such  occasions,  takes  possession 
of  our  faculties,  suggested  that  I  should  be  a  great 
booby  to  stop  short  in  the  middle  of  such  a  delight-* 
ful  journey,  represented  to  my  fancy  Mergellina 
adorned  with  new  charms,  and  heighten^  the 
value  of  the  pleasures  that  awaited  me :  so  (bat  I 
resolved  to  pursue  my  poin^  and  flattering  myself 
with  the  hope  of  behaving  widi  more  courage  tfilili 
before,  I  repaired  in  diis  disposition  to  the  doctor'^ 
door,  between  eleven  and  twelve  next  night,  whidi 
was  so  dark  that  not  one  star  appeareoin  the  fii^ 
mament.  I  mewed  two  or  three  ttm^s,  to  riiH 
notice  that  I  was  in  the  street ;  and  nobodj'  comig 
to  the  door,  1  not  only  repeated  the  signal,  but 
also  mimicked  all  the  diflmnt  expressions  of  a 
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cat,  which  a  shepherd  of  Olmedo  had  taught  me  ^ 
and  acquitted  myself  so  well,  that  a  neighbour 
going  home,  and  mistaking  me  for  one  of  those 
animals  whose  notes  I  imitated,  took  ap  a  flint 
itone  he  found  at  bis  feet  and  threw  it  at  me  with 
llis  whole  strength,  saying,  "  Curse  on  the  eatery 
wauler !"  .  I  received  the  blow  upon  my  bead, 
which  stunned  me  so  much,  that  1  had  wellnigh 
tumbled  backwards.  I  felt  myself  wounded :  a 
drcumstance  sufficient  to  give  me  a  disgust  to 
gallantry;  and,  losing  my  love  widi  my  bloocL 
refamed  to  our  house,  where  I  alarmed  mi  raised 
fhe  whol^  family.  My  master  examined  and  dress- 
(h1  my  wound,  which  he  thought  dangerous ;  but 
U  was  attended  with  no  bad  cop$equence,  and  in 
ttii<ee  weeks  disappeared. — ^During  all  that  time  I 
heard  not  one  syllable  about  Mergelljna  :  and  it  is 
not  unlikely  that  Dame  Melancia,  in  order  to  de- 
tach her  from  me,  introduced  her  to  spme  better 
acquaintance.  But  this  gave  me  no  concern,  foi 
as  soon  as  I  found  myself  perfectly  cured.  I  le$ 
Madrid,  in  order  to  pei£>rm  my  tour  of  Spam. 


CHAPTER 

SiGNom  Diego  de  Fuenta  recounted  a  good 
many  more  adventures  that  bad  happened  to  mm ; 
iMit,  in  my  opinion,  so  little  worth  the  breath  they 
cost,  that  I  shall  pass  tbem  over  in  silence ;  though 
I  was  obliged  to  hear  the  recital,  which  was  so 
tedious,  that  it  brought  us  as  far  as  Ponte  de 
Daera.  In  this  village  we  staid  the  remaining 
part  of  the  day ;  and  at  the  inn  where  we  lodged, 
ordered  for  supper  a  dish  of  cabbages-soup  and  a 
roasted  bare,  the  species  of  which  wp  were  at  great 
pains  ta  prove  beforehand.    On  the  morrow,  at 
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breriE  of  day,  wc  parittdd  mt  journey,  after  MvSnjf 
i^lenisfaed  our  bottle  witb  pretty  good  wine,  tttid' 
funmbed  our  knapsack  witb  some  slices  of  bread', 
and  ii^  taadf  of  the  bare  which  remained  from  oof 
super. 

Wben  we  had  gone  about  two  leagues,  we  begad; 
to  be  bangry ;  and  perceiting  several  large  trees,- 
which  formed  an  agreeable  shade  in  the  fields,' 
about  two  htmdred  paces  from  the  highway,  we 
went  thitber.  to  make  a  halt,  and  found  a  man, 
8«ven  or  eight  and  twenty  years  old,  soaking  some 
cmsts  in  a  fountain.    A  long  sword  lay  by  him  on 
the  grass,  with  an  havresaok,  <rf*  which  he  had  on^ 
loaded  his  shoulders  f  and  tfaoufh  he  was  poorly 
clothed,  he  discovered  a  mod  shape  and  mien.-^ 
We  accosted  Um  in  a  civil  manner,  upon  which  fa^' 
sainted  as  with  great  complaisance;  aikd  present- 
ing his  crosts^  asked  with  a  smile,  if  we  would  be 
of  Uk  mess ;  we  answered  yes,  provided  be  woMf 
^tue  us  leave  to  improve  the  repast,  by  joining  our 
breaUast  with  his.  '  He  freely  consenting,  we  im-' 
mediately  produced  oui^  victuals,  wlncb  afibrded* 
nb  vapieasing  view  to  the  stranger,  who  cried  in  a* 
transport  of  joy,  "flow,  gentleraen'!  egadtheire'g 
sto#e  of  ammomtidn  for  the  belly!  '  I  see  you  are 
provident  people;  for  my  own  part,  1  seldom  trar 
vd  so  weK  pmvided,  but  depend  a  good  deal  Upon' 
chance.     I^iotivithsttedhig  my  present  situation^ 
bowevw,  I  may  say,  without  vanity,  that  I  some-' 
tiuMi  "make  a  pretty  briffiant  appearance.-^Toit 
most  know,  that  I  am  usually  tredted  like  a  prince, - 
add  ba^e  guards  in  my  train. "'^'^  1  understamf 
ybu,  (said  &iego)  you  would  intimate  tbat  yon  are^ 
a  player."—"  I  on  have  hit  it  (replied  the  othferjV 
I  nave  acted  these  fifteen  years  at  least;  for  I 
peihrfiR^ed  some  small  parts  wfaik  I  was  yet  tf' 
cUld."— «  To  be  plab  witib  you  (said  the  barbed, 
slaking  his  head)  I  can  scarce  beKeve  what  ^on 
sa]^.*— 1  know  what  sort  of  people  the'  comedians' 
aie-;  tliese  gnndemendo  not  travel  a^oot,  and  dhie 
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with  Si.  Anthony  as  yoo  do;  therefore  I  ooHnoi 
help  thinking  that  you  are  no  more  than  a  candle* 
tnuffen'* — '^  You  may  diink  of  me  ai  yon  please 
^replied  the  stage-player  f)  but  I  affirm^  that  I  aet 
the  very  top  parts,  and  among  the  rest  that  of  the 
lover.'* — **u  that  be  the  case  (said  my  comrade^ 
I  .congratulate  you  upon  It ;  and  am  very  proucli 
that  Signer  Gil  Bias  and  I  have  the  boaoiir  to 
breakfast  with  a  person  of  such  importance.*'  - 

W^  then  began  to  guaw  our  crusts,  and  the  pre« 
cious  remains  of  the  hare,  bestowiog  •nuch  rude 
embraces  on  the  J)otde,  that  it  was  empty  in  a  very 
short  time;  and  being  so  busy  with  what  we  were 
about^  that  we  scarce  spoke  one  word  during  the 
repast;  which  being  ended,  the  conversation  was 
thns  resumed :  "  I  am  surprised  (said  the  barber  te 
the  player)  to  see  you  in  such  indifibrent  circnm- 
fiances :  for  a  stage  hero,  methinks,  yea  have  a 
wry  needy  appearance :  you  will  pardon  my  fre^ 
dom." — '^  Tour  freedom!  (cried  the  actor),  ah! 
truly  you  are  little  acquainted  with  Mdchior 
Zapata*  Thank  Heaven,!  am  not  at  all  ezceptioos: 
you  do  me  a  pleasure  in  speaking  so  frankly;  far  I 
myself  love>  to  tell  my  mind  without  reserve.  I 
sincerely  own  I  am  not  rich. — Look,  (added  he, 
showing  that  :his  doublet  was  lined  with  play-bills) 
thit  ii  the  staff  that  usually  serves  me  for  lining ; 
and  if  you  have  any  curiosity  to  see  my  wardrobe^ 
it  shall  be  forthwith  gratified."  At  the  lame  time 
he  took  out  of  his  kmipsack  an  old  suit  laced  with 
tina^  a  sorry  hat  with  some  old  plumes  of  fea«* 
t^rs,  a  pair  ff  silk  stockings  full  of  holes,  and  red 
buskins  very  much  worn.  "  You  see  (said  be)  I 
am  tolerably  poor." — **  That's  what  surprises  me 
(vepUed  Diego.)  So  you  have  neidier  wifr  nor 
daughter  f "— ^<<  I  have  a  wife,  young  and  hand- 
some, (4aid  Zapata!  yet  I  am  never  a  bk  the  better 
for  it,.  >o  wondermUy  capricious  is  my  fate.  I 
married  a  beautiful  actress,  in  hopes  that  she 
wo^  not  let  me  starve ;  and  unfortunately  for 
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w^  the  is  mcoimptibly  chaste.  Who  .the  devil 
would  not  have  been  deceived  at  I  was  i  There 
happened  to  be  one  virtuous  woman  among  the 
strollers,  and  she  must  fall  to  my  lot  V'—'*  Truly 
you  have  had  bad  luck  (said  the  barber :)  but  why 
did  not  you  marry  an  actress  of  the  king's  com- 

Eany  at  Madrid,  in  which  case  you  could  not 
ave  been  disappointed  f '^ — "  I  grant  it,  (replied 
the  player)  but  a  plague  upon  it,  a  Utde  country*- 
stnmer  dares  not  aspire  to  those  famous  heroines  2 
diat  is  a^  much  as  an  actor  of  the  prince's  cpmpanv 
can  do  J  some  of  whom  are  even  obliged  to  match 
in  the  city.-^Luckily  for  them,  the  city  is  well 
stored,  and  they  often  light  on  yoke-fellows  not  a 
whit  inferior  to  those  princesses  who  were  brought 
up  behind  the  scenes." 

"  Have  you  never  endeavoured  '(said  my  com- 
panion to  him)  to  be  introduced  into  that  compa- 
ny f  Must  one  have  infinite  merit  to  be  admiued 
into  it?" — ''Good!  (replied  Melchior)  you  are 
merry  with  your  ioifinite  merit — ^It  is  composed 
of  twenty  actors :  ask  their  character  in  town,  and 
▼ou  will  hear  them  finely  handled.  More  than  on^ 
naif  desferve  to  cany  die  knapsack  still;  hat  fm 
ill  that  it  is  Ho  easy  matter  to  be  received  among 
diem.  One  must  have  money,  or  powerfiil  firiends, 
to  supply  the  want  of  talents. — ^This  I  ought  to 
know,  since  I  am  just  come  firom  making  a  trial  at 
Madrid,  where  I  have  been  hooted  and  nissed  in  a 
hellish  manner,  althoc^  (  deserved  to  be  applaud- 
ed to  the  skies ;  for  1  roared,  ranted,  burlesqued 
nature  an  hundred  times!  and  moreover,  in  .my 
declamation,  clapped  my  clinched  fist  to  my.  prin- 
cess's nose. — ^In  a  word,  I  performed  in  the  taste 
of  the  great  actors  in  vogue ;  and  yet  the  sauHf 
audience  that  relished  this  behaviour  in  them^ 
could  not  endure  it  in  me. — ^Tou  see  the  force  of 
prejudice !  wherefore,  finding  myself  incapable  of 
pleasing  on  that  stage,  and  having  n'othing  to  se*. 
cure  my  reception  in  defiance  of  the  town,  I  am 
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going  back  to  Zamora,  where  I  simll  rejdn  ntf 
nift  and  comrades,  who  are  not  in  the  most  flou- 
ri^hiug  circumstances.  God  grant  that  we  may 
tM  be  obliged  to  beg  oar  way  to  the  neit  town; 
a  misfortune  Which  has  already  happened  to  ni 
jnore  than  once.^' 

.  With  these  words  the  prince  of  the  drama  spnmg 
tip,  shouldered  his  knapsack,  girded  on  his  sword, 
and,  at  parting,  pronounced  with  a  theatrical  air, 
^  Gendemen,  adieu !  may  the  gods  ethaust  their 
bounties  on  you," — "And  you  (replied  Diego;) 
may  you,  at  your  return  to  Zamora,  't>ehold  youi^ 
Wile's  condition  and  temper  changed."  Sign(Nr  Za- 
pata no  sooner  showed  Iris  heels  than  he  began  to 
rehearse  as  he  walked,  and  immediately  the  barber 
and  I  hissed,  to  put  him  in  mind  of  his  trial :  th^ 
ttohe  reaching  his  ears,  he  thought  he  stiH  heard 
the  cat-calls  of  Madrid ;  upon  which  he  looked 
back,  and  perceiving  that  we  made  merry  at  hh 
e^encej  far  from  being  incensed  at  our  buffoonery, 
iook  all  in  good  part  and  continued  his  noise, 
jErni^tino^  into  fits  of  laughter  all  the  way.  We  re- 
tnrtfied  bis  mirth  with  all  our  might;  and  getting 
back  into  the  Ugh  road  pursued  out  journey. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


HiTmo  slept  that  night  between  Hoyado^ 
and  Valpuesta,  in  a  little  viUage  Whose  name  f 
hav^  forgot,  we  arrived  next  day,  about  eleven' 
o^cIock  ib  the  foreiioon,  in  the  pldin  of  OlmedO. 
?^  Sighed  Oil  Bias  (said  my  comrade)  there  is  the 
jiTace  of  iny  nativity,  which  I  cannot  behold  agairi 
Without  transport;  so  natural  is  it  to  love  one'i 
country.** — **  Signor  Die^o  (answered  I,)  one  who 
dxprisses  such  regard  for  his  nadve  ooubtry  ihight, 
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I  HAcikf  have  spoke  of  it  a  little  m6re  adtraniitgcs 
Ottsly  tban  yoa  have  done :  01med5  seeing  to  be  ft 
dty,  and  you  told  me  it  was  onlv  a  village.  It 
ought,  at  least,  to  be  dignified  wiu  Ubie  epithet  of 
market-town.''—"  I  beg  its  pardon  (replied  the  bar- 
ber i)  bat  1  mast  own,  that  after  havmg  seen  Ma- 
drid, Toledo,  Sara^ossa,  and  all  the  great  cities  1 
touched  at  in  making  my  tour  6f  Sp^n,  I  look 
upon  the  small  ones  as  villages.''  As  we  advanced 
into  the  plain,  we  thought  we  observed  a  great 
concourse  of  people  near  Olmedo;  and  when  we 
Were  near  enougti  to  discern  object^  we  found 
something  to  attract  our  attention. 

There  were  three'  tents  pitched  at  a  small  dis- 
tance from  one  another,  and  hard  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  cooks  and  scullions  preparing  'a  feaSt :  some 
laid  the  ploth  on  long  tables,  placed  under  the 
tents;  some  filled  earthen  pitchers  with  wine; 
odiers  made  the  pots  boil,  and  others  again  turned 
spits  that  were  loaded  with  all  sorts  of  meat :  but 
what  I  considered  more  attentively  than  all  the 
rest  was  a  great  stage,  raised  and  adorned  with 
decorations  of  painted  paper  of  cBfierent  colours, 
and  garnished  with  GreeK  and  Latin  devices.  The 
barber  no  sQoner  perceived  the  inscriptions  than 
he  said,  '^  All  these  Greek  mottos  savour  strongly 
of  mv  uncle  Thomas,  who,  111  hold  a  wager,  has  a 
hand  in  the  business,  for,  between  you  and  me,  he 
is  a  learned  man,  and  has  a  power  of  college  books 
by  heart :  his  greatest  fault  is,  that  he  incessand  v 
quotes  passages  firom  them  in  conversation,  whicn 
is  not  agreeable  to  every  body.  Besides  (added 
be)  my  uncle  has  translated  a  good  many  Greek 
and  I^tin  authors,  and  is  quite  master  of  the  an- 
dents,  as  one  may  see  by  the  learned  remarks 
which  he  has  made  :  had  it  not  been  for  him,  we 
should  never  have  known,  that  in  the  city  of 
Athens  children  cried  when  they  were  flogged: 
we  owe  that  discovery  to  his  profound  erudition." 

After  mv  comrade  and  I  had  observed  all  those 
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things  which  I  hay^  mentioiied,  we  weve  corions 
to  know  the  cause  of- such  preparations,  and  went 
forward  to  enquire,  when  Diego  recognized  the 
director  of  the  feasl^  Signor  Thomas  de  la  Fuenta, 
whom  he  accosted  with  great  eagerness*      The 
school-master  did  not,  at  first,  know  the  young 
barber ;  so  much  was  he  altered  during  an  absence 
of  ten  years :  but,  recollecting  him  at  last,  he  em- 
braced him  affectionately,  saying,  *^What!  do  I 
see  thee  then,  Diego,  my  dear  nephew?  Do  I  see 
thee  returned  to  the  town  where  thou  first  sawest 
the  light?  Thou  art  come  to  visit  thy  household- 
gods  ;  and  Heaven  restores  thee  safe  and  sound  to 
thy  kindred  !  O  day,  thrice  and  four  times  happy ! 
O  day,  worthy  to  be  marked  with  a  white  stone  I 
A  world  of  changes  have  happened,  my  friend 
(pursued  he  ^  thy  uncle  Pedro,  the  poet,  has  fallen 
a  victim  to  rluto,  having  died  three  montiis  ago* 
That  miser,  while  alive,  was  afraid  of  wanting  the 
necessaries  of  life.    Argenti  pallebat  amore.    For 
though  he  received  large  pensions  from  several 
grandees,  he  did  not  spend  ten.  pistoles  a  year  for 
hb  subsistence ;  and  was  even  served  by  a  valet 
whom  he  did  not  maintain.    That  fool,  more  sense- 
less than  the  Grecian  Arisdppus,  who  ordered  his 
slaves  to  throw  away,  in  the  deserts  of  Africa,  the 
riches  they  carried,  as  a  burthen  that  incommoded 
them  in  their  march — he,  I  say,  heaped  up  all  the 
gold  and  silver  he  could  scrape  together ;  and  for 
whom  ?  for  those  very  heirs  he  would  not  so  much 
as  see.    He  died  worth  thirty  thousand  ducats, 
which  thy  father,  thy  uncle  Bertrand^  and  I,  hav^ 
equally  shared  aqjong  us ;  so  that  we  are  able  to 
settle  our  children  to  our  heart's  desire.    My  bro- 
ther Nicholas  has  already  disposed  of  thy  sister 
Theresa,  whom  he  has  given  in  marriage  to  the 
«on  of  one  of  our  alcades.     Connubio  junxit  star 
bill,  propriumque  dicavit      These  nuptials,  per- 
formed under  the  most  happy  auspices,  we  have 
celebrated  these  two  days  with  such  preparation ; 
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ihree  lents  being  pished  in  die  plain,  one  fot  etefa 

of  the  three  heirs  of  Pedro,  who,  in  their  tarns, 
bear  the  expence  of  the  day.    I  wi^  thoa  hadst 

arrived  sooner,  to  have  seen  the  beginning  of  oar 
rejoicings.  The  day  before  yesterday,  when  they 
were  married,  thy  father  gave  a  sumptuous  enter- 
tainment, wUcb  was  foQowed  by  a  course  of  the 
ring :  thy  uncle,  the  mercerj  treated  yesterday,  and 
re^ed  us  with  a  pastoral  feast ;  ten  of  the  genteef- 
est  youths,  and  •as  many  handsome  maidens,  were 
di>essed  fike  shepherds^  all  the  ribbons  and  points 
m  Ins  shop  being  empkyed  to  adorn  them. — ^This 
gay  c&mpnnj  jperfoi^med  several  dances,  and  sung 
a  tliottsand  Ught  and  tender  catches :  nevertheless, 
tbongh  nothing  was  ever  more  gallant,  the  specta- 
tors did  not  seem  to  relish  it,  which  shows  that 
pastoral  is  quite  out  of  date. 

"  To-day  (added  he)  every  thing  is^  to  be  at  my 
cost,  and  l  wilt  exhibit  to  the  inhabitants  of  01- 
medo  a  show  of  my  own  invention..  Finis  coronabit 
opus.  1  have  ordered  a  theatre  to  be  raised,  on 
which  (God  wilKng)  I  will  make  my  scholars  re- 
mvsent  a  piece  of  my  own  composing,  entitled, 

The  Dfftnrrions  of  Muley  Bngentuf^  Ejng  of  Mo- 
rolDco.*    It  will  be  extremely  weU  acted,  because 
I  have  scholars  who  declaim  like'  the  players  of 
Madrid :  they  are  the  sons  of  jfasbionable  people 
living  at  Pennatfiel  and  Segovia,  who  are  boarded 
with  me,  and  are  become  excellent  actors  under, 
my  instrnction.  Their  peiformance  will  appear  to*, 
be  of  a  masterly  stamp,  ut  ita  dicam.    With  regard' 
to  the  piece,  I  shall  say  nbthing,  that  thou  mayest 
enjoy  the  pleasure  of  surprise;  but  only  observe 
that  it  must  transport  the  spectators  :  for  it  is  one 
of  those  tragic  subjects,  which  wake  the  soul  by 
the  images  of  deati^  they  present  to  the  view. — ^I 
am  of  Aristode's  opinion,  that  the  chief  end  of 
tragedy  is  to  raise  terror.     Oh !  if  I  had  attached 
mjrself  to  the  drama,  I  would  have  introduced 
none  but  Uoody^minded  princes  and  heroic  assas- 
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fins  00  Uie  scene,  and  would  h%v9  bttthni  mfmM 
iu  gore :  and  in  my  tragedies  not  only  ihe  prineq)!! 
persons,  but  even  their  guards  sfaonld  bave  perixb-* 
cd,  I  would  have  murdered  tbcooi  aU,  to  the  very 
prompter.    In  a  word,  my  taste  is  bqrror :  afkt  w« 
see  that  such  poems  captivate  the  multitude,  sim^ 
port  the  luxury  of  the  players^  and  enabk  Im 
author  to  live  at  his  ease*" 
*  Just  as  be  bad  deoe  speaking,  we  saw  ^otuag 
out  of  the  village  into  the  plaia  a  great  eoncoiirie 
of  men  and  women.    These  were  no  odier  thaa. 
tbe  new  married  couple,  aftcompmuad  by  tbeir 
relations  and  fnendsi,   and  preceded  by  tesi  or 
twelve  musicians,  wImh  playing  all  together,  per^ 
formed  a  most  thundering  concert.    We  went  up* 
to  meet  them,  and  Diego  made  birasclf  hnowa ;; 
upon  which  the  whole  assembly  broke  out  inlO' 
shouts  of  joy,  and  every  o«ie  was  eager  to  evbrace 
him ;  so  that  be  was  sufficiendy  enplograd  in  rcK 
ceiving  their  expresuons  of  firiendstuik    His  wholir 
family,  as  well   as  all  who  were  present,  having 
well  nigh  smothered  him  with  caresses,  bis  fillber 
said  to  him,  "  Welcome,  Diego  ^  thou  findeit  tbji 
parents  somewhat  bettered  in  tbeir  i^nmatattces, 
my  child.    I  shall  say  no  more  at  pveeeat,  bol  mt" 
plain  myself  more  pnrdcularly  by  and  by."  Mean-* 
while  the  company,  advaaeing  into  the  pWa-,  lo* 
paired  to  the  tents,  and  sat  dowA  at  Jhe  lablea. 
that  were  covered  5  and  I  and  my  compBfiion,.wbOA 
I  would  not  quit,  dined  with  the  bridegrooa)^  and 
bride,  who  seemed  to  be  very  weUl  aatcbedb    The 
repast  was  pretty  long,  because  the  schoolHOMttter 
bad  the  vanity  to  fiurmAb'  three  coiirses,  iia  order 
to  excel  his  brotbefs,  who  had  not  treated  wiA 
such  magnificence. 

After  the  banquet,  aU  the  guests  expressed  iasf 
patience  to  see  the  representation  of  Signor  Tho*^ 
mas's  piece,  not  doubting  (as  they  sud^  that  tke 
|)roduction  of  such  a  fine  genius  would  aaawer 
their  most  sanguine  expectation.  Ajccordingly,  ap- 
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wteddng  ibe  «tege,  before  whidh  the  mmicams 

had  ^dieady  ttkeii  tbetr  'seats,  in  order  to  pky 

bdwecs  6ie  acts,  every  bo^yr  ^^  ^  ^^^  profoaad 

•ikncey  waited  for  the  beginning.      The  actors 

appeared  on  the  scene,  and  the  author,  with  his 

poem  in  Ms  hand,  sat  down  on  one  side,  to  prompt 

thfRite    It  was  not  witfaont  reason  that  he  told  us 

ite  piece  was  tragical ;  for,  in  the  first  act,   the 

idng  of  Mdrocco,  by  way  of  recreation,  shot  an 

liuttdved  Moorish  slaves  wsth  arrows  s  in  the  second. 

be  beheaded  tUr^r  Portuguese  officers,  whom  one 

of  bis  cflopiaiai  fasMl  nadie  prisoners  of  war  :  and  in 

Ae  thka  and  last,   this  inottarch,    mad  with  bis 

wivn,  let  fone  with  hii  own  band  to  a  detached 

jwdace  in  wbicb  tbey  were  shot  np,  and  reduced 

ilhtm  find  it  to  ashes.    The  Moorish  sl«veis,  al  well 

•atbt  Poitagnese  offioers,  were  figures  of  oner, 

vnry  totfnlly  made :  and  the  palfice,  composed  of 

paper,  seemed  all  of  a  flame  by  an  artificial  fire- 

moickL    This  conflagration,  iccompanied  with  a 

dionsand   dolefol   shrieks,  that  seemed  to  issae 

from  the  midst  of  the  flames,  concluded  the  piece, 

and  closed  the  scene  in  a  very  diverting  manner. 

The  whole  plain  echoed  with  the  applause  that 

was  given  tcr  snch  a  fine  tragedy,  which  justified 

the  good  taste  of  the  poet,  and  showed  that  he 

knew  how  to  choose  his  subject 

I  thought  there  was  no  more  to  be  seen,  after 
the  Diversions  of  Muley  Buffentuf ;  but  I  was  mis- 
taken :  for  we  were  advertised  of  a  new  show  by 
the  sound  of  drums  and  trumpets.  This  was  a 
distribution  of  prizes :  Thomas  de  la  Fuehta,  o 
make  the  feast  more  solemu,  having  ordered  all 
his  scholars  (as  well  those  who  were  boarded  with 
htm  as  the  rest)  to  compose,  and  intending  to 
bestow  on  those  who  haa  succeeded  best,  books 
bought  at  Segovia  with  his  own  coin.  Immediately^ 
liMrefore,  two  school-forms  were  brought  npon  tbe 
acage,  with  a  press  fiill  of  litde  books  handsomely 
bonnd;  then  all  the  actors  returned  upon  the 
Vou  L  16 


AnVRNTORES  OF  GIL  BLAS. 


teene,  imd  ranged  diemdelyes  imiiMl  .Signdr  Tko- 
mas,  who  looked  as  big  ai  die  head  master  wf  a 
college,  and  held  a  paper  in  his  band  on  wbich 
were   written    the  names  of  those  who  were  to 
obtain    the  prizes:    this  be  gave  tb  the  king  of 
Morocco,  who  began  to  read  it  with  a  loud  voice ; 
and  evtary  scholar  who  was  called,  goiiig  in  a  re- 
spectful manner,  received  a  book  from  the  pedant, 
who  was  afterwards  crowned  with  bays,  and  or- 
dered to  sit  down  on  one  of  the  benches,  that  he 
might  be  exposed  to  the  admiration  of  ihe  croud. 
Nevertheless,  how  desirous  soever  the  school-mastei 
was  of  sending  home  the  spectators  satisfied,  he 
could  by  no  means  effect  it ;  becanse  having  dis- 
tributed almost  all  the  prizes  among  his  boarders, 
as  the  custom  is,  the  mothers  of  some  of  the  rest, 
being  present,  were  ofEended  :  and  openly  accused 
the  pedant  of  partiality,  in  such  a  manner,  thai 
(his  entertainment,    which  had   hitherto  been  so 
gibrious  for  him,  had  like  to  have . ended  Jamis- 
€hie^  like  the  feaet  of  the  Lapithae. 
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JntAVIfiTG  staid  spoie  time  with  the  yoimglmrber 
I  nAerWBrdfl  joioed  a  merchaiil  of  Begom  with 
fbwr  xmil^p,  PO  which  be  had  traiiBported  ^oods  to 
y aQadpUdy  ajod  was  retivroing  widi  them  noload^d. 
We  became  acquainted  on  tbe  road,  and  he  con- 
ceived Mich  a  uiend^p  for  me.  that  he  insisted 
SpQQ  my  lodgmg  at  bU  house  when  we  arrived  at 
egovia.  There  be  detained  me  two  days  i  and 
when  I  was  ready  to  set  out  for  Madrid^  along  with 
a  carrier,  be  entrasted  me  with  a  letter,  which  he 
desire4 1  would  in  person  deliver  according  to  the 
dir^ticH^  without  teUing  ne  that  it  wa^  a  recom- 
mendation. I  did  not  udl  to  present  it  to  Signor 
Mattheo  Helendex,  a  wooUen-draper,  who  lived 
aear  the  Sun-gate,  8^  tbe  corner  of  the  TrunkmakerV 
«|peet;  imd  ne  no  sooner  opened  it,  and  read  tbe 
font^tSi  tbaa  he  said^  with  a  complaisant  aic 
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'<  Signor  Gil  Blstt,  Pedm  Pelacio,  my  conpeqNm. 
dent,  writes  so  pressingly  in  your  behalf,  tluU  1 
cannot  dispense  .with  your.  Ipdjfpng  at  my  house. 
He  moreover  entreats  me  to  ^nd  a  place  for  you; 
and  I  undertake  the  office  with  pleasurei  being 
persuaded  that  I  shall  find  no  difficulty  in  procur- 
ing for  you  a  good  settlement" 

1  accepted  the  offer  of  Melendei  with  so  much 
tljje  mofre  joy,  as  my  ftiances  were  seiuibly  ditnl- 
nished  :  but  I  did  not  live  long  at  his  expence ;  for 
in  eight  days  he  gave  me  to  know,  tnat  he  bad 
recommended  me  to  a  gentleman  of  his  acquaint- 
ance who  wanted  a^vailet  de  phambre;  and  that, 
in  all  probability,!  should  be  preferred  to  the  post 
The  gentleman  coming  in  at  that  moment,  ^*  Signor 
(said  Melendes,  showing  me  to  him^  this  is  the 
voung  man  I  mehtioned  to  you*.  He  is  a  youth  of 
honour  and  sobriety,  and  I  can  answer  for  his  good 
behaviour  as  much  as  for  my  own."  The  cavalier, 
having  looked  ^t  me  attentively,  said  be  lik^d  my 
coubtimance,  and  took  me  into  his  service.'  '  .^flCe 
taiay  foDpw  me  now  (added  he)  and  I  will  instruct 
him  in  his  duty."  At  these  words  he  bade  the  Scner- 
chant  good-morrow,  and  conducting  me  into  the 
great  street  just  by  St  Philip!s  church,  we  entered 
a  pretty  good  house,  one  wing  of  which  he  possess- 
ed ;  and,  going  up  five  or  six  steps  of  a  stair,  he 
introduced  me  into  a  chamber,  secured  by  two 
strong  doors,  which  he  opened,  and  in  the  first  1 
perceived  a  small  window  grated  with  iron;  throng 
this  chamber  we  went  into  another,  where  the^ 
was  a  bed  and  other  furniture,  more  calculated  for 
.Convenience  than  show. 

If  my  new  master  considered  me  attentively  at 
the  house  of  Melendez,  I  examined  him  with  gr^at 
earnestness  in-  my  turn.  JEIe  was  a  man  turned  of 
filfiy,  seemed  to  be  serious  and  reserved,  diough 
good-natured  withal ;  so  that  I  conceived  no  bad 
opinion  of  him.  He  put  several  questions  to  me 
about  my  family,  and  being  satisfied  with  my  an- 
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iwert,  «  G9  Bias,  (said  he^  I  beUeine  thM  art  a 
seodible  young  feUotr,  and  1  an  very  glad  to  have 
SQch  an  one  in  my  service.  As  for  thee,  diou  shdl 
have  no  cause  to  complain:*!  will  give  dm  six 
rials  a  day  for  victuals,  clothes/ wages,  and  afl 
exclusive  of  some  Utde  perquisites  thou  mayest 
eigoy,  and  I  am  easily  ^rved ;  for  I  keep  no  table, 
but  always  dhie  abroad. — ^All  diat  thou  hast  to  do 
in  a  morning  is  to  dean  my  clothes,  and  thou  shalt 
be  at  thy  own  disposal  dunng  the  rest  of  the  day  : 
take  care  only  to  come  back  early  in  the  evening, 
and  wait  for  me  at  the  door.  This  is  aH  I  exact." 
After  having  tht»  prescribed  my  dn^,  he  took  oat 
his  purse,  and  gave  me  six  rials  as  a  beginning  to 
fiilfll  anicles }  &ei)  going  out,  he  locked  the  doors 
hinlseif,  and  putting  the'  keys:  in  his  podaet, 
''FViend  (said 'be)  donH  follow  mergo  where  yon 
please,  but  be  sore  to  be  on  the  stair  when  I  return 
ni  die  evening."  So  saying,  he  left  me  to  dispose 
bftnyself  as  i  rfioold  think  proper. 

''in  good iaMi,  CKl Bias  (Mid  I  to  myaeU)  tbdu 
coiildst  not  bav<e  found  a  better  maker :  what!  to 
Hght  on  a  inan  who,  for  brushing  his  clothes  aad 
helping  him  io  dress  of  a  morning,  gives  ipe  lix 
rials  per  day,  with  liberty  to*  walk  and  take  my 
diversion  like  a  scholar  during  the  vacation !  Egad, 
(his  is  the  happiest  of  aB'  situations !  No  wonder 
that  I  was  so  desirou»of  being  at  Madrid ;  I  had 
certainly  some  supernatural  intmiation  of  the  hap- 
piness tlriit  awaited  me/'  I  spent  the  day  m 
strolling  about 'the  streets,  divertmg  myself  with 
looking  at  every  thing  Aat  was  new  to  me,  and 
this  gave  me  student  em)>loyaieDi  la  the  evei- 
ing,  after  having  supped  at  aa  eating^hovse  not  fiir 
from  our  lodgings,  I  betook  mys^  to  the  {dace 
whitfier  my  master  had  ordered  me  to  repair,  aild 
where  be  himself  am  ved  three  quaiHers  or  ait  hour 
after  me,  'Mfendngly*  well  pleased  with  m5r  finiiotsi- 
ality.  /'  Very  well  (said  he)  this  is  right :  I  im^m 
tee  servants  attentive  tothei*  duty.".    So  m/tfiag 
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Jhe^pflMd  the  doors  of  bU  vputmmi,  moA  tkmt 
diemftgain  uioottM  vn ^ad  giot  ia ;  teing  in  the 
fflaik,  hie  took  a  tinder-bod^  and  ttrvck  a  Ughii  by 
*&€  bdp  !of  whidi  I  a$skled  lo  uodrci*  biou  When 
ht  was  a-bedt  I  %hted,  by  bii  order,  a^  lamp  ibat 
tload  in  bis  dbkao^^  and  carried  the  caadle  ialo 
the  anttohamber^  wbMre  I  went  to  sleqi  in  a  bed 
ifitboBt  cun$ins.*«-N(M  moraing  he  got  op  be- 
Isreen  nbe  and  (m  o'clock,  and,  when  I  bad  dusted 
Us  cktbes,  coaated  me  ux  hmmp?  rials»  and  dismiss- 
ed me  till  the  erening:  after  which  he  went  oat 
islsoy  BOt  inthoal  locki^  bis  doors  with  gieat  ove ; 
•o  ve  parted  agaiio  for  the  nnaatmBg  |iart  of  <he 
day. 

Snch  was  ossr  mawier  of  Uviagi  which  I  foaad 
faery  agioMtUe ;  and  the  best  joke  of  aU  witt|  I  did 
opt  ksosr  my  asaMer's  name :  Mekades  Umself 
ww^tgnoraat  of  it,  beiag  only  acmsanted  with  Um 
aa  a  gentleman  wJio  cease  sometimes  to  his  shop 
and  bDught  cloth  of  him  as  he  had  occasioB  for  it 
Oar  nei^oors  coiikl  give  me  ao  better  iafonnar 
eion;  all  of  tbem  aasuiSog  me  that  my  master  w«s 
utterly  unknown  to  them,  akbong^  he  bad  " 
two  years  in  the  ward.    They  told  me  that 
irkited  nobody  in  the  neighbourhood  $  and  some  of 
Khem,  aconslomed  to  mwe  rash  inferences,  con- 
eluded  from  the»»  that  be  was  no  better  thanbe 
should  be.    They  went  sdU  fiurtfaer,   saspectii^ 
him  tdbe  a  spy  of  the  king  of  PortBga!,  and  cba- 
flfitably  adrertised  me  of  the  saspieiooy  tbait  I  might 
take  my  measaxes  accordin^y  •    I  -was  distmiied  at 
itkis  advice ;  and  reiecled,  2iat  if  the  thing  was  so, 
'\  I  shooid  ran  the  risk  of  yisitiog  the  prison  of  Ma- 
i  drid.  I  ooold  not  ooafide  in  my  imioceoce,  my  past 
;  misfortoncs  having  taogitt  me  to  dread  justice  }  fcr 
'  IhadfiMmdby  experience,  that  if  she  does  not  ipt 
the  iaaoceat  10  death,  dm  at  kasi  treatt  tfaam  wUh 
so  little  hospitality,  diM  her  lodgm  are  ahnQr» Ja 
'  a  very  mebmcboly  atnatioa* 

ia  sack  a  delicats  ooi^anctore  I  coasnlKtd  Ife- 
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iMctai  wkO'  HA  noi  know  h^m  lo  adtise  ne;  liDr,> 
if  hut  cmlA  Bot  b^cre  thai  wuy  master  wai»  a  spy; 
cm  the  other  baml,  he  had  bo  cerfaaa  reaeon  to 
think  otbcnriee;  m  thai  I  ratolved  to  obsenre  mjr 
patron- narrowly,  and  to  leave  him  if  I  sboold  per^ 
oeipe  that  he  waa.  undoiibtedly  an  eneitiy  to  the 
MMe ;  bul  I  Iboaght  pmdciiee^  and  the  easoiess  of 
my  place^  reqinted  tlMt  I  should  bo  first  perfectly 
mrtet  his  practioes.    With  this  view  I  began  to 
beep  a  strict  eve  oveVhia  actions  rand  in  order  tOv 
soond  bun,  *^  Sir  (said  I^  one  eveaiog,  while  I  na* 
dreaied  Un^  one  doee  net  know  how  to  live  so  as  t^ 
avoid  ahuMier:  the  world  is  verv  maK^ions^  bsmI. 
we,  among  othns,  are  very  little  ob%ed  to  oar 
neigbboarSb    Ton  cannot  goess  in  what  maniief- 
the  mdicioas  creatnees  talk  of  ns.''^— ^  Right,  Glk 
Bias,  (aaswcffed  be)  bm  what  can  they  say  of  tts,. 
dUld  r^"*  Ah !  truly  (I  rwSed)  scandal  never 
wants  matter.    Virtae  bersdf  fimiishes  food  fer  it; 
Our  neighbours  say  that  we  are  dangerous  people,, 
and  deserve  to  be  tahew  notice  of  by  the  govern* 
ment.    ht  a  word,  you  are  thooght  to  be  a  spy  far. 
tlie  king  of  Portugat."    While  I  pronounced  theso 
wosdsy  I  loohed'  hard  at  my  master,  as  Akxandei* 
eyed  Us  pkjniiciafla ;  and  ettfloyfaig  all  my  penetra- 
tiOB  lo  diseoves  what  efii^ct  my  report  produced  in 
him^  thought  I  observed  an  emotion  ^at  too  well 
agreed  wii^  the  coigectnres  of  the  nei^bourliood,. 
and  he  fidl  into  a  it  oC  muttng,  npon  which  i  did 
pot  the  most  favoaflaUe  construction ;  but  be 
sccovered  himself^  mid  said,.  wiA  aniair  of 


•  ▲kttanto  the €lre«t  hartng  rwrif«d  aktter,  bitest^ 
ioi^  Aai  bis  physiciao  iotendea  to  poison  htm,  took  the 
cup  of  medicine  which  he  prescribed,  and  swallowing  it 
Without  hesitation  put  the  letter  into  ^e  suspected  person's 
tein4  Mng  Ms  eye  stedftistly  upon  htm,  while  he  read  it;^ 
Mk  orisr  tsi  distiBfuiflh  in  his  eouolsnHoee  tiM  u^»  ot 
iBBOcencfl  or  giiilt. 
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mnquBlitf,  ^  <£!  Bk8,  lee  oar  neigbboun  ititAk »' 
they  plewe,  witbdat  nmkiilg  our  peace  depnid  on 
tbeir  imagiiiati<Mid ; '  wad  since  we  give  them  ii# 
caoBe  to  think  amisi  of  us,  let  tbeir*  opinion  give  m 


no  uneasiness.'' 


Upon  this  he  went  to  bed,  and  I  followed  bis 
example,  without  knowing  what  to  think  of  the 
matter.  Nest  day,  just  as  we  were  going  out  in 
the  moining,  we  beiud  a  loud  nm  at  the  outward 
door ;  my  maater  opened  tbe  other,  and  looking' 
through  the  smaH  grate  saw  a  decent  sort  of  a  man 
ait  it,  who  said,  ^  Signor  Cavalier,  I  am  an  alguaEil, 
and  come  hither  to  tell,  you  that  the  correj^or 
would  speak  with  you." — ^  What  does  be  want 
withme.^"  (replied  my  patron) — <*  That  I  am  igno- 
vant  o^  Signor,  (said  the  alguatil ;)  but  if  you  will 
take  the  trouble  to  go  to  Us  bouse,  you  will  soon 
know." — <^  I  am  his  most  humble  servant  (resumed 
my  master)  but  have  no  manner  of  business  with 
him."  So  'saying,  he  shut  the  second  door }  and 
having  walked  up  and  down  for  some  time,  like  one 
alarmed  at  the  discourse  of  the  alguaiil,  put  six 
rials  into  my  hand,  saying,  ^'  Gil  Bias,  thou  mayest 
go  out,  my  friend.  I  do*  not  intend  to  go  abroad  so 
early,  and  have  no  further  occasion  for  thee  this 
moening."  Thifcse  words  made  roe  believe  that  the 
fear  of  being  apprehended  obliged  him  to  stay  at 
home  ^  so  (hat  when  I  left  him,  in  order  to  see  if 
my  suspicions  were  unjust^  I  hid  myself  in  a  plac» 
from  whence  I  could  see  him  if  be  should  come 
out;  and  rimuld  have  bad  the  patience  to  stagr 
there  the  whole  morning,  had  he  not  spared  me 
that  trouble.  But  an  hour  after  I  saw  him  walk- 
ing in  the  street  with  an  air  of  assurance  that  at 
first  confounded  my  penetration:  but,  far  from 
being  duped  by  these  appearances,  I  distrusted 
tfaem^  having  no  favourable  opinion  of  tbe  man.  I 
looked  upon  his  composure  as  a  piece  of  aftcta^ 
tion,  and  even  imagined  that  his  remaining  at 
home  was  with  a  view  of  securing  his  gold  and 
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lewds ;  aawlf  diait,  in  iJl  pipobabilhy,  be  would  C0ifr- 
sUll  bb  safety  by  immediate  fligbt  I  did  not 
expect  to  see  him  again,  and  hesitated  abont  going 
in  the  evening  to  give  ray  attendance  at  tbe  door ; 
so  sure  I  was  that  be  would  quit  the  city  instandy, 
Jto  escape  from  tbe  danger  that  threatened  him.  I 
did  not  fail,  however,  of  being  there ;  and,  to  my 
utter  surimse,  my  master  returned  at  bis  usual 
time,  went  to  bed  without  showing  tbe  least  unea?- 
stness,  and  got  up  next  day  with  the  same  tranquil- 
lUy* 

When  we  had  done  dresaing,  somebody  knocked 
at  the  door ;  upon  which, .  my  master,  lookuig 
through  the  grate,  perceived  the  same  alguacU  who 
bad  been  tbeie  the  preceding  day,  and  asked  what 
be  wanted.  "  Open,  (answered  the  alguaa^)  here 
18  monsieur  the  corregidor.'^*  At  tbia  formidable 
name  my  blood  froze  in  my  veins;  for  I  was  cursed- 
ly afraid  of  these  gentleman  since  J  bad  passed 
through  their  hands  ;  and  wished  that  moment  to 
be  an  hundred  leagues  from  Madrid ;  but  my 
patron,  less  afraid  than  I,  opened  the  door,  and 
received  the  judge  with  great  respect  "  You  see 
(said  the  corregidor  to  birn^  I  do  not  come  to  your 
lodgings  with. many  attenaants,  being  desirous  of 
doing  every  thing  with  as  little  noise  a^  possible : 
and  I  believe  th^t  you  deserve  this  respect,  not*- 
withstanding  the  ugly  reports  that  are  spread  of 
you.  Tell  me,  therefore,  your  .name,  aud  businesa. 
at  Madrid !" — ^'  Signpr  (replied  my  master)  I  was^ 
bom  in  New  Castile,  and  my  name  is  Don  Bernard 
de  Castel  Blazo :  with  regard  to  my  business,  I 
divert  myself  in  walking,  frequenting  shows,  aud  ' 
enjoying  the  agreeable  conversation  of  a  few  select 
friends." — "  Doubdess  (said  the  judge)  you  have  a 
greekt  income." — ^^No,  sir,  (resumed  my  patron, 
ioterrupdng  him)  I  have  neither  rents,  lands,  nor 


■  <i 


*  The  corregidor  is  the  ehief  civit  magistrate  in  every 
city  of  Spain,  appointed  by  the  kini^ 
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v^dor}^*<OB  dnt  which  yod  sball  tee**)  iflU 
Imi  BerMvd)-^at  the  tame  time,  he  UAed  m  t 
bugiag,  opened  a  doot-wfakh  I  had  aothefore 
{Aenvedj  tktn  another  behind  that,  and  carried 
the  judge  into  a  ckeet;  where  he  riMwed  him  i 
great  trunk  fiHed  with  pieces  of  geMv 

Then  he  went  on ;  ^*  Signer,,  yon  knew  that  tne 
Spaniards  are  enemies  to  work :  neverthekM^  how 
averse  soever  they  may  be  to  trouble,  I  may  safely 
say  that  I  excel  them  all  in  that  particalar ;  haT^ 
ing  a  fand  of  laainess  diat  renders  sue  niciipabk  ol 
any  raamier  of  employment.  If  I  bad  a  nund  to 
dignify  my  vices,  I  would  call  tUs  laiiness  a  pUlo* 
sophical  indolence,  the  w<Mrk  of  a  mod  weaned 
frem  every  thing  that  is  most  ardently  pursued  in 
liie.  But  I  will  frankly  own  that  I  am  condi- 
tionally idle :  and  so  idle  that,  if  I  was  under  a 
necessity  of  working  for  my  livelihood,  I  believe  I 
should  let  myself  die  of  hunger.  With  a  view, 
therefore,  to  lead  a  life  agreeable  to  my  humour,  to 
free  myself  from  the  trouble  of  managing  my 
estate,  and  above  all  diings  to  save  myself  tli^ 
trouble  of  a  steward,  I  have  converted  my  wh<rfe 
patrimony,  consisting  of  several  connderable  infae^ 
ritances,  into  ready  money.  In  this  trunk  are 
fifty  thousand  ducats  ;  more  than  I  shall  ever  have 
occasion  for,  was  I  to  live  another  age ;  for  I  don^ 
spend  a  thousand  a  year,  and  am  already  tamed  of 
fifty.  I  am  not  at  all  afraid  of  what  is  to  happen  | 
for,  thank  Heaven !  I  am  not  addicted  to  any  one 
of  die  diree  things  which  commonly  bring  men  to 
niin  :  I  am  not  a  slave  to  my  stomach,  I  play  only 
far  unusement,  and  am  quite  cured  of  women.  So 
chat  I  am  under  no  apprehension  of  being  ranked 
m  my  old  age  among  those  vohiptuous  dotards 
who  purchase  the  favours  of  courtesans  at  an  extra- 
vagant price." 

^^  What  a  happy  man  you  are !  (said  the  corregi- 
dor)  you  are  very  unjustly  suspected  of  being  a 
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*wps ;  that  office  being  very  onfit  fo^r  a  person  of 
vouf  ciiaracter.  Proceed^  Don  Bernard;  (added 
.ne)  con&Que  the  life  yon  now  iead^  and|  fiur  from 
disturbing  yout  happiness^  I  deckre  myself  the  , 
guardian  of  it ;  I  beg  the  favour  of  your  friendship, 
and  offer  you  mine  in  return.** — "Ah,  Sirnor!  '; 
(cried  my  master,  penetrated  with  these  obli^ng 
expressions^  t  accept  the  precious  offer  you  mak^ 
with  eaualjoy  and  respect;  for,  in  vouchsafing  me 
your  friendship,  you  increase  my  wealth  and 
crown  my  felicity."  After  this  conversation,  which 
the  alguaftil  and  I  overheard  at  th^  closet-door,  the 
corregidor  took  his  leave  of  Don  Bernard,  whp 
could  not  enough  express  his  gratitude  ;  while  1.  to 
jsecond  my  master,  and  assist  him  in  doing  the 
honours  of  the  house,  overwhelmed  the  alguaxAl 
with  civilities,  making  a  thousand  profound  bowiy 
though,  in  the  bottom  of  my  soul,  I  harboured  that 
(fisdain  and  aversion  whicb  every  man  of  honotir 
has  fi>r  one  of  hU  occupation. 


II. ■<  \i\\\  I  II    V  \\\ 
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IpON  Bemarc^  de  CasteL  Blaso,  after  having' 
wfldled  upon  the  corwgidor  to  the  street,  returned 
with  expedition  to  lock  his  strong  box,  and  all  his 
doors  diat  secured  it  Then  we  went  out  both 
very  well  satisfied ;  he  for  having  acquired  a  powet- 
fid  friend^  and  I  for  being  now  ensured  in  my  six 
nals  a  day.  The  desire  I  had  to  recount  this 
adventure  to  Melendez  made  me  take  the  road  to 
bis  house,  which  when  I  had  almost  reached,  I  pej>- 
ceived  Captain  Rolando.  I  was  confounded  at 
finding  him  in  this  place,  and  could  not  help 
shivenng  at  sight  of  him !  He  knew  me  at  once^ 
accosted  me  very  gravely,  and  preserving  still  hii 
I  Vol.  I.    .  n  la 
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air  of  Mperiorityi  ordered  me  to  follow  him*  I 
obeyed  with  fear  and  trembKng,  saying  to  myseO^ 
**  JuBA  I  he  will  doubdess  make  me  pay  what  I  owe 
him.  Whither  will  he  lead  me  ?  perhaps  to  some 
subterranean  abode  in  this  city.  A  plagae  npon  it! 
if  I  thought  so,  I  would  let  him  see  m  a  hurry  that 
I  have  not  got  the  gout  in  my  toes.''  As  I  walked 
behind  him,  I  resolved  to  take  particular  notice  of 
the  place  where  he  should  stop,  from  which  I  pro- 
posed to  scamper  off  as  fast  as  my  legs  would  carry 
me,  should  it  seem  the  least  suspicions. 

But  Rolando  soon  banished  my  fear,  by  goinfl 
into  a  noted  tavern,  whither  I  followed  him ;  r<ia 
where  he  called  for  the  best  wine,  and  bespoke 
diflner ;  in  die  mean  time  we  went  into  a  room  by 
ourselves,  where  the  captsdn  spoke  in  this  manner : 
^*  Thou  must  be  surprised,  Cm  Bias,  to  meet  thy 
old  commander  in  this  place ;  and  wilt  be  more  so 
stin  when  thou  shalt  hear  what  I  am  going  to 
relate  :  that  day  on  which  I  left  thee  in  our  subter- 
ranean retreat,  and  set  out  for  M ansilla  with  my 
whole  company,  in  order  to  dispose  of  the  mules 
and  horses  which  we  had  taken  tne  nreceding  day, 
it  was  our  fortune  to  meet  the  sob  of^the  corregidor 
of  Leon  in  his  coach,  accompanied  by  four  men  on 
horseback  weU  armed.  We  made  two  of  them  bite 
the  dust,  and  the  others  betake  tfaerosdlves  to  flight; 
while  the  coachman,  afraid  of  his  master's  life, 
cried,  in  a  suppliant  voice^ '  0  dear  gentlemen  f  in 
the  name  of  Uod,  do  not  kill  the  only  son  of  the 
corregidor  of  Leon.'  My  people  did  not  at  all  re- 
lent at  these  words,  which,  on  the  contrary,  inspired 
them  with  fuiy :  *  Gentlemen  (said  one  among  us} 
let  not  the  son  of  our  mortal  enemy  escape :  how 
manv  people  of  our  profession  hath  Ids  father  put 
to  cfeath !  let  us  avenge  them  now,  and  sacrince 
this  victim  to  dietr  manes.'  The  rest  of  my  men 
approved  of  this  proposal ;  and  even  my  lieutenant 
prepared  to  act  the  high- priest  in  this  ceremony, 
when  I  held  his  hands',  spying,  *  Stop,  at  yoiir peru ! 
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Wlqr ihoold we shM blood mneGCssaffily ?  Letw 
be  ralisfied  with  the  pane  of  this  young  diaii^ 
whom  (since  he  makes  bo  resistance)  it  would  be 
the  utmost  barbarity  to  kill :  besides,  he  is  not  ac* 
countable  for  the  actions  of  his  father,  who  does  no 
more  than  his  duty  in  condemning  us  to  death ; 
just  as  ^e  do  ours,  in  rifling  travellers  on  the  high* 
way.* 

^*  My  intercesBioB  was  far  from  being  unservice- 
able to  the  corregidor's  son,  from  whom  we  took 
nothing  but  his  money ;  and  having  carried  off  the 
horses  of  the  two  men  we  had  slain^  we  sold  themy 
together  with  our  own,  at  Mansilla ;  then  returning 
lo  our  cavern,  which  we  reached  next  day  before  it 
was  light,  we  were  not  a  little  astonished  to  find 
the  trap-door  lifted  up  :  and  our  surprise  redoubled 
when  we  saw  Leonarda  lettered  m  the  kitchen. 
Being  briefly  informed  by  her  of  what  had  happen- 
ed, we  wondered  how  thou  couldst  outwit  us,  never  j 
having  thought  thee  capable  of  playing  such  a  f, 
clever  trick,  and  we  forgave  thee  on  account  of  the  X 
invention.  Having  untied  oar  cooknoaid,  and 
given  orders  to  dress  victuals  for  us,  we  went  to»^ 
look  after  our  horses  in  the  stable,  where  the  old 
negro,  who  had  received  no  sustenance  for  fboi^ 
and-twenty  hours,  was  at  the  last  gasp.  We  would 
have  given  him  all  the  assistance  in  our  power,  but 
he  had  lost  his  senses,  and  was  otherwise  so  low, 
that,  notwithstanding  our  good-will,  we  left  the 
poor  devil  in  the  clutches  of  death.  This  did  nol 
deprive  us  of  our  appetite,  which  having  satisfied 
with  a  sumptuous  meal,  we  retired  to  our  several 
chambers,  and  slept  the  re^t  of  the  day-:  when  wo 
got  up,  Leonarda  let  us  know  that  Domingo  was 
no  more,  upon  which  we  carried  him  co  the  cellar, 
where  thou  mayest  remember  thy  bed  was,  and 
there  performed  his  funeral  obsequies,^  as  if  he  had 
enjoyed  the  honour  of  being  our  companion. 

*^  Five  or  six  days  after  it  happened  that,  intend- 
ing to  make  an  excursion,  we  one  morning,  on  the 


aUmof  tilt  wood,  feUiD  with  llime  trwtfn  Mote^ 
iiig'to  the  lioly  tootferliood,  who  ieened  waitiagid 
Older  to  attack  m.  As  we  perceired  only  oae  of 
the  three  at  first,  we  despised  it,  thoo^  nori 
Dumeroos  than  our  coimpanyy  and  attacked  it  «> 
coidingly ;  but  while  we  were  engaged  with  this, 
the  other  two,  which  had  found  means  hitherto  to 
keep  themselves  concealed,  rushed  upon  us  so 
saddenly,  that  our  valour  was  of  litde  or  no  ser* 
vice,  and  we  were  under  a  necessity  of  yielding  lo 
the  numbers  of  tiie  fi>e.  Our  lieutenant  and  two 
of  our  men  felhion  the  field,  while  the  two  tfiat 
remained  and  I  were  so  hemmed  in  and  overpoweiv 
td  that  we  were  taken  prisoners  ^  and  while  two  of 
their  troops  conducted  us  to  Leon,  the  third  went 
and  destroyed  our  retreat,  which  had  been  disc»* 
vered  as  follows :  a  peasant  of  Luceno,  crossing 
the  forest  in  his  return  home,  perceived  by  accident 
the  trs^Mloor  of  oar  cavern  lifted  up,  that  verv  day 
an  which  thou  madest  thy  escape  with  the  lady  $ 
and  suspecting  that  it  was  the  place  of  our  adbode, 
had  not  courage  to  go  in,  but  contented  liimself 
with  taking  a  good  observation  of  the  placey  which 
the  better  to  mark,  he  cat  ofi*,  with  his  knife,  tUai 
slices  of  bark  from  the  trtes  at  small  distances  as 
k^  went  along,  until  he  had  got  quite  out  of  tho 
wood :  then,  repairing  to  Lecm,  imparted  hisi  discos 
very  to  the  corregidor,  who,  receiving  it  with  m 
much  the  more  joy,  as  his  son  had  been  robbed  by 
anr  company,  assembled  three  troops  in  order  to 
i^rehend  us,  and  the  peasant  was  their  guide. 

^'  My  arrival  finmished  a  show  for  all  the  iaba^ 
bitaats  of  lieon:  bad  I  been  a  Portuguese  general 
■kade  pissouer  of  war,  the  people  could  not  haw 
been  more  eager  to  see  me.  '  Skfaold  (said  they) 
behold  the  famous  captain  who  was  the  terror  oi 
ins  country^:  and  who,  with  his  two  comradeSy 
deserves  to  have  hirs  iesh  torn  from  his  bones  with ' 
recl«-hot  pincers.'  Being  carried  before  the  corregi- 
dor, he  began  to  mfiolt  me,  ($aysng,  ^  Well,  niaera- 
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«Me  wretch!  Hearen,  wedried  with  the  disorders  &[ 
Ay  life,  at  last  resigns  thee  to  my  justice.' — <  Sir 
(repBed  I)  if  my  crimes  are  manifold,  at  least  I 
eannot  reproach  myself  witfi  the  death  of  your  only 
flOD,  whose  life  I  preserved,  for  which  you  owe  me 
tome  acknowledgment/-^'  Ah,  miscreant !  (cried 
Ite)  people  of  thy  character  are  not  entitled  to  the 
pfifueges  of  honour  :  and  eren  if  I  had  a  mind  to 
MVe  thy  Qfe,  the  duty  of  my  office  would  not  allow 
me.'*  Having  spoke  to  me  in  this  manner,  he 
ordered  «8  tobe  imprisoned  in  a  dungeon,  where 
he  did  not  let  my  companions  linger  long ;  for  diey 
went  out,  i;i  three  days,  to  act  meir  last  tragical 
teene  tndie  market-place.  As  for  me,  I  remained 
three  whole  weeks  in  jail,  imagining  that  my  pu- 
nishment was  deferred  in  order  to  make  it  mort 
to^ble ;  and  was  in  expectation  of  a  death  altoge- 
ther new ;  when  die  corregidor,  ordering  me  to  be 
brought  into  his  presence,  said,  'Listen  to  thy 
sentence.-^Thou  art  free !  Had  it  not  been  fer  thee, 
my  only  son  would  have  been  murdered  ojti  the 
highway.  As  a  father  I  was  willing  to  acknowledge 
tfus  piece  of  service,  bnt  not  having  it  in  my  power 
to  acquit  thee  afi  a  judge,  I  have  written  to  court 
in  thy  behalf,  solicited  thy  pardon,  and  obtained  it 
Thou  mayest  go  then  whither  thou  shaft  please : 
but  (added  he)  take  nnr  advice,  reflect  seriously  on 
thy  iO-spent  Kfe,  and  from  henceforth  quit  the 
profession  of  robbery.' 

•*  I  was  deeply  affected  with  these  words,  and 
look  the  road  to  Madrid,  resolving  to  turn  over  a 
new  leaf,  and  live  honestly  in  that  city.  I  found  my 
parents  were  dead,  and  their  effects  in  the  hwds  of 
an  old  relation,  who  gave  me  such  a  faithful 
account  of  them  as  gnardiani  commonly  do  j  alt 
that  I  have  b^n  able  to  touch  being  no  more  than 
three  thousand  ducats,  which,  in  all  probability,  is 
not  above  one  fourth  of  what  is  my  due.  But 
what  coarse  could  I  take.''  I  should  rain  nothing 
by  goingto  law;  therefore,  to  avoid  icBeBesSt  I  have 
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purchased  the  place  of  an  algaatU.    My  brethneo^ 
out  of  decency,  would  have  opposed  my  admissuH^ 
)iad  they  been  acquainted  with  my  story,  which 
luckily  they  were  ignorant  of^  or  pretended  to  be 
so,  which  is  the  same  thing ;  for  in  that  honourablt 
corps  it  IS  the  business  of  every  individual  to  con- 
ceal his  own  exploits ;  thank  Heaven !  not  one  of  ut 
can  justly  reproach  his  fellow :  so  that  it  may  be 
said  of  the  fraternity,  the  devil  may  take  the  best. 
Neveilheless,  my  friend,  (added  Rolando)  I  will 
now  disclose  the  bottom  of  my  soul :  the  profession 
which  I  have  embraced  is  not  at  all  to  my  lUdng ; 
it  requires  a  behaviour  too  delicate  and  mysterious 
for  me ;  and  whatever  tricks  we  practise  must  be 
'  very  crafty  and  secret    O  how  I  regret  ipy  old 
I  profession  *  I  grant,  there  b  more  safety  in  this 
new  employment ;  but  there  was  more  pleasure  in 
the  other,  and  liberty  is  my  delight    In  all  likeli- 
hood I  shall  get  lid  of  my  office,  and  set  out  one 
morning  for  the  mountains  at  the  source  of  the 
river  T^ns,  where  I  know  there  is  a  retreat  inha- 
bited by  a  numerousoompany,chieflyof  Cataloiuana 
Sliat  is  making  their  eulogiom  in  one  word ;)  jf 
ou  wilt  accompany  me,  we  will  go  and  increase 
the  number  of  these  great  men  :  I  shall  be  second 
captiun  in  their  company,  and  will,  for  .thy  better 
reception,  assure  them  diat  I  have  seen  thee  ten 
times  engaged  by  my  side  ;  I  will  extol  thy  valour 
to  the  skies,  and  say  more  in  thy  praise  than  a 
general  says  of  an  officer  whom  he  wants  to  pro- 
mote.   I  will  take  care  not  to  mention  a  word  of 
the  trick  thou  hast  played,  because  it  would  maka 
them    suspicious  of  diee:    the  adventure    shall 
therefore  be  concealed.   Well,  (added  he)  art  thou 
ready  to  follow    my  fortune)   I  wait  for    thy 
reply." 

><  So  many  men,  so  many  minds;  (ssdd  I  to  Rolan- 
do) you  are  bom  for  hardy  deeds,  and  I  fiur  a  quiet 
and  easy  life." — "  Oh !  I  understand  you,  (cned  he 
interrupting  me)  the  lady  whom  love  persuaded 
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Vim  to  reacue  fldll  keeps  possession  of  your  heart, 
ttnd  ileiibtless  yon  lead  a  happy  hfe  with  her  in 
Madrid:  confess,  Mr.  €H1  Bias,  that  you  have  takeii 
iodgkigs  for  her,  and  spend  together  die  pistoles 
wUch  you  earned  off  from  the  subterranean  re- 
treat" I  told  him  that  he  was  mbtaken,  and  that, 
i&  order  to  undeceive  him,  I  would,  while  we 
ilMuld  be  at  dinner,  relate  the  story  of  the  lady : 
thia  I  did  accordingly,  and  informed  him  of  all 
dM  had  happened  to  me  since  I  quitted  the  com« 
paay.  Towards  the  end  of  our  repast,  he  resumed 
die  subject  of  the  Catalonians,  owned  that  he  waj 
determined  to  join  them,  and  made  a  new  attempt 
to  engage  me  in  the  same  resolution :  but  finding 
(hat  If  was  not  to  be  persuaded,  he  darted  a  fierce 
look  at  me,  saying  in  a  very  serious  tone,  ^  Since 
thM  bast  such  a  groveling  soul  as  to  prefer  thy 
servile  condition  to  the  honour  of  associating  with 
anen  of  courage,  I  abandon  thee  to  die  baseness  Oa 
diy  iticlination  :  but  listen  to  the  words  I  am  about 
to  pronounce,  and  let  them  remain  engraven  on  thy 
memory ;  forget  that  thou  hast  met  me  to-day,  and 
never  ^k  of  me  fi^ih  henceforth :  for  If  ever  I 
ibaU  hear  that  thou  «o  much  as  namest  me  in  con- 
v«rBadeii<^*^diott  knowest  me— I  will  say  no  more.'^ 
Having  thus  expressed  hin»eif|  he  caued  to  pay^ 
discharged  the  bill,  and  we  got  up  io  ord6r  to 
pan. 


CH4PTER  m. 


As  we  went  out  of  the  tavern,  and  were  taking 
leave  of  one  another,  my  matter,  happening  to  pass, 
saw  me,  and  I  percrived  looked  hard  at  the  cap- 
tain, which  made  me  believe  that  he  was  surprised 
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CO  fiod  me  acquaiated  with  such  a  figure,  C^rtm 
h  is,  that  the  appearance  of  Rolando  couU  Ml 
prepossess  people  in  his  favour :  for  be  wa^  a  very 
tall  fellow,  with  a  long  visage  and  hook  nose;  mA 
though  not  ugly,  had  very  much  die  air  of  a  raaJi 
sharper. 

I  was  not  deceive^  in  my  conjectures ;  for,  in  tbfi 
fvening,  I  found  Don  Bernard  still  harping  on  tho 
captaini  s  figure,  and  lextremely  well  dsposed  to 
believe  al(  the  fipe  things  I  could  have  said  of  iimf 
bad  not  my  mouth  been  sliut.    **  Gil  Bias  (said  he) 
who  is  that  tall  sponger  in  whose  company  I  saw 
thee  to-day  f "    I  replied,  <'  He  is  an  alguaiil  ^^ 
^nd  thoi^ht  he  would,  rest  satisfied  with  that  an« 
$wer ;  hut  he  asked  a  great  many  other  qaestioiis ; 
find  a^  I  appeared  embarrassed,  because  I  rmnem** 
bered  the  tWat  of  Bolanflo,  he  broke  off  the  eoflh 
yersation  abruptly,  and  went  to  bed.    Nest  aoni 
i^  when  I  h^  done  my  duty  af  usual*  instead  ol 
SIX  rials^  ^e  gave  me  as  tnaay  du^ati;  saying, 
''  Hold^  my  friend^,  here  is  what  I  give  thee  f^ 
paying,  served  me  hitherto  :  gp,  and  sedk  for  another 
llace,  fpr  I  cannot  put  up  ^iib  a  servaol  who  haa 
8\Lch  honourable  apqm^ntances."    I  took  it  in  my 
hiead  tp  preten^  ii^  my  own  jactitation,  that  my 
acquaintance  with  the  algaasil  was  oeeaaioned  by 
my  jxayipg  prescribed,  for  him  white  I  ptraclise4 
physic  at  Yalladolid.     "Very  well,  (replied. »9^ 
master)  that  is  an  ingenious  evasion:  but  thou 
shouldst  have  thouglit  of  it  last  night,  and  not  have 
been  so  much  disconcerted." — "  Sir,  (added  I)  I 
thought  it  would  be  imprudent  in  me  to  tell  it: 
and  that  was  the  cause  of  my  confusion." — "  O ! 
sorely  (replied  h^  clfipping  my  shoulders  gently) 
you  have  been  very  prudent ;  I  did  not  think  thou 
hadst  been  so  cunning.     Go,  child,  I  have  no  for- 
l)»ef  occasion!  for  thee."  . 

i  went  instantly  to  ifiform  Heteadea  of  tbi^  pwe 
of  bad  news,  who  tpid  me,  for  my  coivolaitioi^.thai 
he  int)ended  U>  xutroduceme  inxo  ^  bett^  ftimUy': 


'* 
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and  UKOfUnglv  a  few  dajr«  aiber,  "  Gil  Bias,  wf' 

fUendy  («aid  Jbe)  you  doo't  know  what  good  news  1 

iMve  to  tell  you ;  you  are  going  to  ejyoy  the  most 

agreeable  post  you  could  desire }  for  I  will  settle 

you  with  ]>oQ  Matthias  de  Sihra,  a  man  of  the  first 

quality,  and  one  of  those  young  lords  who  go 

under  the  denomination  of  beans ;  be  .does  me  tlie 

honour  to  buy  cloth  of  me,  on  trust,  indeed ;  but' 

tbeie  ift  nolUng  to  be  lost  by  people  of  his  rank  ;• 

fiir  they  commonly  marry  rich  heiresses,  who  pay  , 

thar  dd)ts :  and  even  if  that  should  not  happen,*  a  , 

tradesman,  who  understands   his  business,   sells  f 

always  so  dear  that  he  can  afford  to  lose  three<-  { 

fourth*  of  his  bargain*    The  steward  of  Don  Mat*  ^ 

thias  is  ny  particular  inend.    Let  us  go  to  btm 

now  I  he  wiU  himself  present  yon  to  his  master 

and  you  may  dq>end  upon  it,  he  will,  for  my  sali% 

treat  you  widi  nnoommon  regard." 

In  our  way  to  the  houae  ^  Don  MaJtthias,  thn 

merchant  ^aid,  *^  Ic  will  not  be  amiss^  I  believe,  to 

ghtt  you  some  information  of  the  oharfiieter  of  this 

steward,  whose  name  is  Gregorio  Rodriguet.    Be- 

twieen  you  and  me,  he  is  a  man  of  no  familyi  who, 

finding  himself  horn  for  businessi,  followed  tfie  bent 

of  his  fenilMi,  and  enriched  himself  with  the  pillage 

of  two  fibttilies  which  he  served  an   quauty  of 

steward.     I  easare  yon  he  has  a  great  deal  of 

Yiuutyf  and  kwes  to  see  the  rest  of  the  servants 

cringe  to  him.    They  must  address  themselves  first 

to  fam,  when  they  have  th^  least  favouir  to  ask  of 

their  maater,  for,  should  it  happen  that  they  obtain 

It  without  Us  interest,  be  has  always  expedients  in 

readiness  by  which  it  will  either  be  revoked  or 

rendered  ineffectual.    Remember  this,  Gil  Bias,  m 

the  regulation  of  your*conduct :  pay  your  coQrt  to 

Sagnor  Rodrigmet,  preferable  to  your  master  him* 

iel^  and  do  sdl  that  lies  in  your  power  to  please 

hunt  his  friendship  will  bestead  you  much :  he  will 

pay  your  wages  punctually;  and,  if  you  are  dexter- 

anongh  to  acquire  his  coefidenee,  he  may  give 
I  S  Vol.  1. 
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von  tome  pretty  bone  to  pick  oot  of  the  nttmber  Im 
ms  in  his  possession.  I>on  Matthias  is  a  young 
lord  who  minds  nothing  but  bis  pleasure,  and 
would  not  for  the  world  inform  himself  of  the  state 
of  his  own  affairs.  What  a  glorious  family  is  that 
for  a  steward." 

Arrivmg  at  the  house,  we  desired  to  speak  with 
Signor  Rodriguei,  who,  we  were  told,  was  in  his 
own  apartment ;  there  we  found  him  wiih  a  kind  of 
farmer,  who  had  a  blue  canvas  bag  of  money  in  Us 
hand.  The  steward,  who  looked  more  pale  and 
yellow  than  a  girl  oppressed  with  her  maidenhead, 
came  towards  Melendei  with  open  arms }  he,  on 
the  oth^  hand,  met  him  in  the  same  manner,  and 
they  embraced  one  another  with  demonslrationf  of 
friendship,  in  which  tfiere  was,  at  least,  as  much 
art  as  nature^  Then  my  affair  coming  on  the 
carpet,  Rodriguei  examined  me  from  head  to  foot 
and  told  me,  in  a  veiy  polite  manner,  that  I  was 
just  such  an  one  as  Don  Matdiias  wanted,  and  that 
ne  would  with  pleasure  present  me  to  diat  lord 
Upon  Clinch,  Melendex  letting  Urn  know  how 
much  he  was  interested  in  my  behalf,  and  begging 
that  he  would  favour  me  with  his  protection,  com- 
mitted me  to  his  care,  and,  after  abundance  of 
compliments,  wididrew.  He  was  no  sooner  gone 
than  Rodriguei  said  to  me,  **  I  will  conduct  you 
to  my  master  as  soon  as  I  can  dispatch  this  honest 
countryman."  Then  going  to  the  peasant,  and 
taking  hold  of  the  bag,  ^  Talego  (said  he)  let  us 
see  if  there  be  just  five  hundred  pistoles  here." 
Having  counted  the  money«  and  found  it  right  he 
gave  the  farmer  a  discharge  for  the  sum,  and  sent 
hhn  about  his  business ;  and,  putting  the  pittdes 
into  the  bag  again,  addressed  himself  to  me,  say^ 
mg,  <'  This  is  the  right  time  for  us  to  go  to  the' 
levee  of  my  master,  who  commonly  rises  about 
noon.    It  is  near  the  hour,  and  1  siq>post  he  is 


up" 


This  was  the  case ;  we  found  Don  Matthias  in 
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m  morniag-gowii)  feltiiig  in  mn  easy  chairs  orer  an 
am  of  which  be  Imd  tuted  one  of  his  legs,  and 
poised  himself  by  leaning  with  his  body  the  othev 
way,  and  rasping  tobacco,  while  he  talked  to  a 
fi>otman,  who  for  the  present  did  the  duty  of  his 
▼alet  de  chambre.  <*  My  lord  (said  the  steward  to 
him)  here  is  a  young  man  whom  I  take  the  liberqp 
to  present  as  one  fit  to  fill  the  place  of  the  valet 
whom  you  dismissed  two  days  ago.  Meleodet, 
your  dri4|>er,  recommends  him,  assuring  me  that  he 
is  a  lad  of  merit,  and  I  hope  your  lordship  will  be 
v«ry  well  satisfied  with  his  behaviour." — *^  iaiongfa, 
(answered  the  young  lord)  since  yon  introduce  Inm 
to  me,  I  receive  him  into  my  service  with  implick 
faith,  and  make  him  my  valet  de  chambre.  So 
that  afiitiris  setded :  but,  Rodriguez  (added  he)  let 
OS  talk  of  something  else :  you  are  come  very 
opportunely ;  for  I  was  just  going  to  send  for  you* 
I  Mve  bad  news  to  tell  you,  my  dear  Rodriguez  ! 
f  on  must  know  I  had  Ul  luck  at  play  last  nig^t. 
Together  with  an  hundred  pistoles  which  I  had 
abmt  me,  I  have  lost  two  iwndred  more  on  my 
parole ;  and  you  know  of  what  importance  it  is  lor 
people  of  i|iiaUty  to  discbarge  that  sort  of  .debts  ; 
t  is  indeed  die  only  kind  which  we  are  obliged  fai 
point  of  honour  to  pay ;  and  we  do  not  give  our* 
selves  much  concern  about  the  rest;  you  must, 
therefore,  find  two  hundred  pistoles  immediately, 
and  send  them  to  the  Countess  of-  Pedrosa."*— 
*'  Sir,  (said  the  steward)  t  s  sooner  said  than  done. 
Where  shall  I  get  that  sum  to  please  you  f  I  have 
not  been  able  to  finger  one  farthing  of  youi^tenants, 
let  ne  threaten  as  hard  as  I  can;-  and  yet  I  am 
obliged  to  maintain  your  faaaily  in  an  honourable 
way,^  though  I  sweat  bhod  and  water  in  procuring 
wherewithal  to  defir^y  the  expence.  True,  indeed^ 
I  have,  hitherto,  thank  Heaven !  made  shift ;  hot  I 
am  now  reduced  to  toch  extremity  that  I  kMw  not 
what  saiut  in  heaven  to  invoke." — ^^AH  these 
harangues  are  useless  (cried  Don  Matthias,  iiileri 
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nqidng  ham)  and  yon  worry  ve  with  yoor  reileo« 
fionB.  Dcm't  yon  unagine,  Hodriguei,  that  I  wiH 
change  my  disposition,  and  divert  myself  with 
fcoking  into  my  own  affairs.  An  agreeable  aroaie* 
ment,  tmly,  for  a  man  of  pleasure  like  me  !"-^ 
**  Have  a  litde  pitbence,  (replied  the  steward)  at  the 
rate  yon  ^  on,  I  loretee  that  yoo  will  be  rid  of 
that  care  m  a  very  short  time^"-^'  Ton  fatigue  me 
(said  the  young  lord  in  a  passion)  yoo  murder  me, 
•^Give  me  leave  to  nun  myself  imperceptibly ;  I 
tell  you  I  want  two  hundred  pistoles :  and  I  must 
have  them."—*''  I'll  go  then  (said  Rodriguei)  aid 
have  recourse  to  die  little  old  man  who  has  already 
lent  you  money  at  hi^  interest"—-''  Ton  may,  if 
you  please,  have  recourse  to  the  devil ;  (answered 
Don  MattUas)  provided  I  have  the  two  hundred 
pistoles,  I  shall  give  myself  no  further  trouble  about 
the  Qmtter." 

Just  as 'he  had  pronounced  these  words  in  a 
basty  and  discontented  manner,  the  steward  weni; 
away^  end  a  voung  roan  of  qaaligr,  caUed  Don 
AntoMo  Centelles,  came  in.  "  What  is  the  matter  i 
fsaid  this  last  to  my  master)  diou  art  cloudy,  my 
nriend :  I  perceive  indignation  in  thy  eauiilenaiice« 
What  can  have  put  you  into  this  bad  humour.^  I'll 
lay  a  waffer  it  was  the  man  whom  I  met  going  ont" 
-*— "  Tes  (replied  Don  Matthias)  it  was  ny  steward : 
every  time  he  comes  to  speak  with  me,  I  suffer  (oi 
one  quarter  of  an  hour,  by  his  talking  about  my 
afiairs,  and  saying  that  I  have  quite  exhausted  my 
finances.  Impertinent  beast !  he  cannot  say  that 
be  loses  by  me,  I  am  sure '' — ^"  Why,  child  (said 
Don  Antonio)  I  am  in  the  same  condition ;  having 
a  factor  not  a  whit  more  reasonable  than  thy  stew-* 
ard.  When  the  rogue,  in  obedience  to  my  repeat  * 
ed  orders,  brings  money  for  me^  one  would  think  be 
gave  it  out  of  his  own  pocket  He  overwhelms  m# 
with  reflections.  '  Sir,  (says  he)  you  are  nndon^ 
your  rents  are  seised.'  Upon  wnich  I  am  obMgtd 
10  cut  him  short,  in  order  to  put  mi  end  t»  hii 
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J>oii  Mattbtaft):  ve  caiMiol  liw  without  tbeie  p«Oh 
pie,  wbo  8tfe  necessaiy  eviU.''* — ''Tb«y;|ure  gO| 
^replied  CenteBesI  but  harkee  (added  he,  laqghiiig 
with  all  his  might)  dierid.is  a  eomical  thought  comfe 
into  my  head:  amostiocompi^abkooxiceptlottl  by 
which  we  may  oonvert  those  »ceiiea  which  we  have 
with  them  into  mirth;  and  divert  pureelvea  with 
j^Mkt  which  now  g^vea  ns  ao  much  uiie|A«uM(a«  hH 
Aie  demand  of  thy  steward  all  the  xnodey  thoa 
«halt  ha^e  ocoamn  £^r;  white  thda  dost  the  same 
by  my  manager ;  then  they  may  moralize,  as  they 
^kaM,  we.  can  hear,  them  iwith  great  composure; 
because  thy  steward  will  show  me  thy  acoOttOU, 
•and  my  factor  wiU  entertain  thee  with  mine*  I 
.shall  bear  of  nothing,  bqt  thy  pjrofasioit,  and  thou 
wilt  see  nothing  bat  minci.  This  will  be  admirable 
•^port'^ 

A  thotisimd  bright  strokes  succeeded  this  sally, 
and  mightily  diverted  the  yoqng  lords,  wb6  con- 
fersed  together  with  a  great  deal  of  vivacity,  until 
ibeir  discourse  was  interi^upted  by  OregorioRodri- 
guet;  who  returned  with  a  little  old  man,  almost 
quite  bald,  Don  Antonio  would  have  gone  away, 
laying,  ^<  Adieu,  Don  Matthias^  I  shall  see  yon  by 
j^  by  r  at  preseiit,  you  have,  doubtI|8(s,  some 
-eerious  afiair  to  dlfcusi  with  these  gentlemen."-^ 
^'  0 !  not  at  all,  (replied  my  mdster)  stay,  it  is  no 
secret*  That  discreet  old  person  whom  you  see  k 
an  honest  man,  who  lends  me  money  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  per  cent." — "  How  f  twenty  per  cent  (cried 
CenteUes,  with  an  air  of  astonishment.}  Egad^  I 
congratulate  thee  upon  being  in  such  good  hands ! 
I  am  not  so  kmdly  dealt  wiSi,  and  may  say  tliat  I 

Erchase  silver  at  the  price  of  gold  i  I  commonly 
rrow  at  the  rate  of  forty  in  the  hundred/'--^ 
*' Heavens!  what  extortion,  (exclaimed  the  old 
asurer)  do  these  knaves  ever  think  of  another 
world  r  I  aoi  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  hue  and  cry 
raiwd  against  people  who  lend  upon  interest ;  it  is 
Vol.  I.  18 
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the  exoiMtant  prefit  whidi  some  exact  that  nras 
evr  honour  and  reputatioD.  If  all  my  bredirea 
rwere  like  me,  we  should  not  be  so  mocb  reviled : 
lor  my  sole  view  in  lending  is  to  befriend  my  fel- 
low creatures.  Ah!  if  times  were  as  they  have 
been,  I  would  offer  yon  my  purse  without  interest : 
and  tmly,  in  spite  of  the  present  scarchy  I  can 
hardly  prevail  upon  mvself  to  take  twenty  per  cent. 
But,  for  my  part,  I  believe  money  has  retired  again 
within  the  bowels  of  the  earth :  there  is  no  suck 
thing  to  be  had :  for  which  reason  I  am  oUiged  to 
retrench  my  benevolence. 

^  How  much  do  you  want  f "  (added  be,  address- 
ing himself  to  my  master.)  "  I  must  have  two 
hundred  pistoles,''  ^replied  Don  Matthias.)  ^  Here 
are  four  hundred  in  a  bag,  (said  the  usurer)  you 
shall  have  one  half."  So  saying,  he  pulled  from 
under  his  cloak  a  blue  bag,  which  seemed  to  be  the 
very  same  which  the  peasant  Talego  had  left  with 
the  five  hundred  pistoles  in  the  hands  of  Rodrr- 
gnez.  I  soon  knew  what  to  think  of  the  matter, 
and  found  that  Matthias  had  not  prused  the  stew- 
ard's understanding  without  cause.  The  old  man 
having  emptied  the  bag  on  the  table,  began  to 
count  the  money ;  my  master  was  inflamed  with 
desire  of  possession  at  the  sight;  and  struck  with 
the  totality  of  the  sum,  said  to  the  usm^,  *'  Signor 
Descomalgado,  I  have  made  a  very  wise  reflection, 
truly !  What  a  fool  I  am !  to  borrow  no  more  than 
what  is  absolutely  necessary  to  disengage  my 
parole,  without  considering  that  I  have  not  a 
penny  in  my  purse.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  you  to-morrow ;  therefore,  to  spare  you 
the  trouble  of  coming  back,  I  think  it  will  not  be 
amiss  to  pocket  the  whole  four  hundred." — "My 
lord,  (said  the  usurer)  a  part  of  this  money  was 
designed  for  a  good  licentiate,  who  has  some  fat 
benefices,  which  he  charitably  employs  in  persuade 
tng  young  girls  to  retire  from  the  world,  and'  in 
fumi^iflg  their  retreats^    -But,  since  you  have 
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ocf  anon  for  the  wbok  sunii  it  is  at  your  lenriet; 
all  that  I  desire  is  sufficient  security*"---^*  Oh !  a« 
tar  security,  (said  Rpdrigaez,  interrupting  him, 
ajid  taking  a  paper  ont  of  his  pocket)  yoa  shall  be 
satisfied  ]  here  is  an  order  to  be  signed  by  Don 
Matthias,  for  five  hundred  pistoles,  upon  one  of 
his  tenants,  called  Talego,  a  rich  farmer  of  Monde»- 
jaa." — «  Very  weU,  (replied  the  usurer)  I  never 
make  many  words."  Upon  which  the  steward  pre^ 
sented  a  pen  to  his  master,  who  without  veadintf 
the  order,  set  his  name  to  the  bottom,  whistling  aB 
the  while* 

This  affahr  being  eqded,  the  old  man  took  his 
leave' of  my  patron,  who  ran  and  embraced  him, 
saying,  "  Till  our  next  meeting,  Signor  usurer,  I 
am  wholly  yours :  I  don't  know  why  people  of  your 
profession  are  branded  with  the  name  of  rogues: 
fiir  my  own  part,  I  think  you  are  very  necessary 
and.  serviceable  to  society :  you  are  the  consolation 
of  a  thousand  heirs,  and  the  resource  of  all  thos^ 
lords  whose  ezpence  exceeds  their  income." — 
^*  Thou  art  in  the  right,  (cried  Centelles)  usurers 
are  very  honest  people,  whom  we  never  can  honour 
enough  :  I  will,  in  my  turn,  embrace  this  gende* 
;cnao,  on  account  of  his  twenty  per  cent"  With 
these  words,  he  approached  and  hugged  the  old 
man;  and  these  two  beans,  for  their  diversion, 
began  to  push  him  backward  and  forward  (Hie  to 
another,  uke  a  ball  between  two  tennis  players^ 
After  he  had  been  tossed  to  and  fro  a  gooa  while, 
they  let  him  go  with  the  steward,  who  was  more 
deserving  than  he  of  their  embraces,  and  (tf  som^ 
thing  else  also. 

Ilodrignes  and  his  understrapper  being  gone^ 
Don  Matthias  sent  the  half  of  his  pistoles  to  die 
Countess  of  Pedrosa  by  the  footman  who  wag  pre* 
sent,  and  secured  the  rest  in  a  long,  embroidered, 
silk  purse,  which^he  commonly  wore  in  his  pocket* 
Very  weO  satisfied  in  seeing  himself  in  cash,  be 
said  to  Don  Antonio^  with  a  gay  air^  '^  Whf  t  shalJ 


A0?E!m/R£8  OP  6IL  BLA9. 

WdO  to^tiy  ?-  LH  Oil  consok  about  it'^-^*-^  To^ 
fpeidc  like  a  sensible  mm  (replied  Centdles ;)  with 
all  my  heait,  let  as  deliberate.''  While  they  were 
coasiderfkig  how  to  spend  the  day,,  two  other  lords 
arrived:  these  were  Don  Alexo  Segiar  and,  Don 
Fernando  de  Gamboa,  both  of  them  about  the  age 
fsf  my  master,  that  is,  between  eight-and-twenty 
and  thirty.  These  four  cavaliers,  at  meeting, 
hugged  one  another  so  heartily,  that  one  would 
hrave  thought  th^  had  not  met  for  ten  years 
before;  then  Don  Fernando,  who  was  a  jovial  com- 
panion, addressing  himself  to  Don  Matthias  and 
Don  Antonio,  said,  **  Crentlemen,  where  do  you 
intend^to  dine  to-day  f  If  you  are  not  engaged,  I*ll 
conduct  you  to  a  tavern  where  you  shall  drink 
nectar.  I  supped  there  last  night,  and  left  it  only 
this  morning  between  five  and  six  o'clock."-^ 
^  Would  to  heaven  (cried  my  master)  that  I  had 
4one  the  same :  in  which  case,  I  should  not  have 
tost  my  money.'' 

"  As  for  me  (said  Centelles)  I  treated  myself  last 
night  with  a  new  diversion ;  for  I  love  variety  in 
mv  pleasures,  which  alone  makes  life  agreeable.  A 
fViend  of  mine  carried  me  to  the  house  of  a  farmer 
of  the  revenue,  a  gentleman  who  does  his  own 
business  together  with  that  of  the  state.  There  I 
0kw  magnificence  and  taste,  the  entertainment 
being  elegant  enough.  But  I  was  mightily  diverted 
Widi  the  ridiculous  behaviour  of  the  tax-gatherer 
himself,  who,  though  the  most  plebeian  of  his  class, 
assumed  the  man  of  quality :  and  his  wife,  though 
horribly  ugly,  afiected  the  airs  of  a  beauty,  and 
said  a  thousand  silly  things,  seasoned  with  the 
Biscayan  accent,  which  rendered  them  still  mort 
Vemaiiiably  foolish.  Besides  there  were  at  table,  four 
or  five  children,  with  iheir  tutor ;  so  that  you  may 
easily  conceive  how  I  was  diverted  with  diis  fami- 
ly supper."  ^ 

"  And  I,  gentlemen,  ^said  Don  Alexo  Sejpar), 
supped  at  the  house  of  Arseoia  the  actress.    We 
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were  six  in  all ;  Arsenia,  Florimonda,  with  m  co- 

Juette  of  her  acqnaiD^ce^  the  Marquis  of  ZemttA, 
>on  Joan  of  Moncaday  and  yoar  humble  servant. 
We  spent  the  night  in  drinlLing  and  speaking 
bawdy.  Heavens !  what  pleasure !  'Tis  true,  in- 
deed, Arsenia  and  Florimonda  have  not  nracb 
genius,  but  their  wantonness  supplies  the  place  of 
wit  They  are  merry,  brisk,  romping  creatures, 
and  I  love  them  a  thousand  times  better  than  your 
precise  women  of  sense*'* 
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In  this  manner  did  these  lords  continue  the 
conversation,  until  Don  Matthias,  whom,  in  the 
mean  time,  I  helped  to  dress,  was  ready  to  go 
abroad*  Then  he  bade  me  follow  him,  and  all  the 
beans  together  set  out  for  the  tavern,  to  which 
Don  Fernando  de  Gamboa  had  proposed  to  con« 
duct  them.  A&  I  walked  in  the  rear,  in  company 
with  three  other  valets  (for  each  of  the  cavaliers 
had  one)  I  observed,  not  without  wonder,  that 
these  tiuree  domestics,  copied  the  air  and  manner  of 
their  respective  masters.  Having  sainted  them  a& 
thenr  new  comrade,  they  returned  the  civility,  and 
one  among  them,  after  having  observed  me  some 
minutes,  said,  '^  Brother,  I  perceive  that  yon  have 
never  as  yet  served  a  young  lord." — "  No,  mdeed 
(answered  I)  it  is  not  long  smce  I  came  to  Madrid.'^ 
— "  So  I  suppose,  (repli^  he ;)  you  smell  strong  of 
the  country :  you  seem  timorous  and  awkward, 
and  there  is  a  stiffness  in  your  behaviour :  but  n* 
matter,  we  will  soon  polish  you,  take  my  word.'^-— 
**  I  am  afraid  you  flatter  me,''  (said  I  to  him.)— 
^  Not  at  all  (he  replied,)  if  you  was  the  greatest 
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blockhead  in  the  univene,  we  shall  be  able  lo  mika 
you  pass,  you  may  depend  upon  it" 

This  was  enough  to  make  me  uadentand  that 
my  confederates  were  brave  lads,  and  that  I  could 
not  be  in  better  hands,  in  order  to  become  a  pret^ 
fellow.  When  we  arrived  at  the  tavern,  we  found 
an  entertainment  ready^  which  Signor  Don  Fernan- 
do had  the  precaution  to  bespeak  in  the  morning  ^ 
our  masters  sat  down  to  table,  and  we  stood  ready 
to  serve  them  :  then  they  began  to  talk  with  such 
gaiety,  that  I  was  delighted  to  hear  them.  I  was 
very  much  diverted  with  their  different  characters, 
thoughts,  and  expressions :  their  fire,  their  sallies 
of  imagination,  made  me  believe  diem  a  new  spe 
cies  of  men.  When  the  dessert  was  upon  the 
table,  we  brought  in  a  great  number  of  botdes  of 
the  best  Spanish  wine ;  and  left  them  to  go  and 
dine  by  ourselves  in  a  litde  hall^  where  the  cloth 
was  laid  on  purpose. 

I  soon  perceived  that  the  knights,  my  compan- 
ions, had  more  merit  than  I  at  first  imagined :  they 
not  only  assumed  the  manners  of  their  masters,  but 
even  affected  their  very  language ;  and  these  ras- 
cals succeeded  so  well,  that  (the  quality  air 
excepted)  there  was  no  difference  :  I  admired  their 
free  and  easy  deportment ;  was  charmed  with  their 
wit,  and  despaired  of  ever  being  so  agreeable.  The 
valet  of  Don  Fernando  (because  his  master  treated 
ours)  performed  the  honours  of  the  banquet ;  and 
tliat  nothing  might  be  wanting,  called  the  landlord, 
saying,  ^'  Master  Andrew  Mantuano,  give  us  ten 
botties  of  your  very  best  wine,  and,  according  to 
custom,  add  them  to  my  master's  bill." — "  With  all 
my  heart,  (leplied  the  landlord^  but^  Mr.  Gaspard, 
you  know  that  signor  Don  Fernando  owes  me  a 
good  many  entertainments  already  :  and  if  h\ 
your  means  I  could  touch  a  litde  money— 
— **  Oh  !  (said  the  valet,  interrupting  him)  give 
yourself  no  trouble  about  what  he  owes  you  :  I'll 
answer  for  it :  my  master's  debts  are  as  good  as 
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gold :  'tis  trne,  indeed,  some  unmannerly  creditors 
teve  seized  our  rents ;  but  we  shall  obtain  a  replevy 
very  soon;  and  then  we  shaU  discharge  our  biU 
widbout  so  much  as  examining  the  articles.''  Man- 
tuano  brought  the  wine,  notwithstanding  the  rents 
being  seized :  and  we  drank  it  in  expectation  of  the 
replevy.  It  was  a  good  jest  to  see  us,  every  mo- 
ment, toasting  one  another,  under  the  surnames  of 
our  masters :  Don  Antonio's  valet  giving  the  name 
of  Gamboa  to  Don  Fernando's  servant,  and  Don 
Fernando's  footman  honouring  Don  Antonio's  valet 
with  that  of  Centelles  ^.  they  called  me  Silva,  and 
by  degrees  we  got  as  drunk  under  those  borrowed 
names  as  our  masters,  to  whom  they  properly  be- 
longed. 

Though  I  did  not  shine  so  much  as  my  compan- 
ions, they  did  not  fail  to  express  their  approbation 
of  me.  "  Silva,  fsaid  one  of  the  archest  among 
them)  we  shall  make  something  of  thee,  my  friend  * 
I  perceive  thou  hast  a  fund  of  genius,  but  dost  not 
know  how  to  use  it  to  advantage.  The  fear  of 
speaking  nonsrase  hinders  thee  from  talking  at  a 
venture ;  and  yet,  by  this  alone,  a  thousand  people 
now-a-days  acquire  the  reputation  of  wits.  If  thou 
hast  a  mind  to  shine,  give  the  rein  to  thy  vivacity, 
and  indifferently  risk  every  thing  that  comet 
uppermost. — Thy  blunders  will  pass  for  a  noble 
boldness  :  and  if,  after  having  uttered  a  thousand 
impertinences,  one  witticism  escapes  thee,  the  silly 
things  will  be  forgot,  the  lucky  thought  will  be 
remembered,  and  the  world  will  ccHiceive  an  high 
opinion  of  thy  merit.  This  is  what  our  masters 
practise  with  such  success ;  and  what  every  man 
must  do  who  aspires  to  the  reputation  of  a  distia- 
guisbed  wit." 

Besides  that  I  was  but  too  fond  of  passing  for  a 
fine  genius,  the  secret  which  he  had  disclosed  to 
me  seemed  so  easy,  that  I  was  resolved  not  to 
negleoi  it.  I  put  it  instantiy  to  the  proof,  and  the 
wine  I  had  drank  contributed  to  its  success ;  tiiat 
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U|  I  qpoke  at  random,  and  had  tbe.good  Ibrtdiie  It 
tkrow  out,  among  a  great  deal  of  nonaensei  8<nm 
flashes  of  wit,  by  which  I  acquired  great  a{q)laiMe» 
This  coup  d'essai  filled  me  with  confidence  :  I  col- 
lected all  my  vivacity  to  produce  some  bright  sally, 
and  chance  befriended  me  in  the  attempt. 

^^  Well  (said  he,  who  spoke  to  me  in  the  street) 
don't  you  begin  to  get  rid  of  your  rust  ?  Thou  hast 
not  been  two  hours  in  our  company,  and  art  already 
quite  another  man.  Thou  wilt  improve  visibly 
every  day.  See  what  it  is  to  serve  people  of  qua^ 
lity  :  it  elevates  the  mind ;  while  the  bemg  valet  to 
citizens  has  a  quite  contrary  efiect" — *^  Doubtless 
(answered  I)  and  therefore  I  will  henceforth  ccm* 
secrate  ray  service  to  the  nobility." — "  That's  noblv 
said  (cried  Don  Fernando's  valet,  half-seas  over)  it 
does  not  belong  to  your  citizens  to  possess  such 
superior  geniuses  as  we  are.  Come,  therefore,  gen* 
tlemen  (added  he)  let  us  take  an  oath  never  to 
serve  such  rapscallions,  and  swear  to  it  by  the  river 
Styi."  We  laughed  heartily  at  Gaspard's  conceit, 
which  we  approved  of  very  much,  and  took  the 
burlesque  oath  with  our  glasses  in  our  hands. 

Thus  we  continued  at  table  until  our  masters 
were  pleased  to  redre,  which  was  about  midmghtf 
a  circumstance  which  tny  companions  looked  upon 
as  an  excess  of  sobriety.  'TIS  true,  indeed,  these 
young  lords  left  the  tavern  in  such  good  time,  only 
with  a  view  to  visit  a  Atmous  coquette  who  lived  at 
the  court-end  of  the  town,  and  kept  open  house  for 
young  men  of  pleasure  by  night,  as  well  as  by  day» 
She  was  between  thirty  and  forty  years  old,  stut 
extremely  handsome,  agreeable,  and  so  consummate 
in  the  art  oC  pleasing,  that  (it  was  said)  she  sokt 
the  remains  of  her  beauty  at  a  higher  price  tbaa 
tliat  which  she  had  received  for  its  first-fruits* 
There  were  always  in  her  house  two  or  three  other 
courtezans  of  the  first  rank,  who  contributed  not  a 
little  to  the  great  concourse  of  lords  who  frequent- 
ed it     They  went  to  play  in  the  afternoon*  tlien 
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fwppedy  and  spent  the  night  in  drinking  and  mak- 
ing nierry.  Here  our  masters  staid  tiU  morning, 
wd  we  also,  without  feeling  the  dme  lie  heavy  on 
our  hands ;  for  while  they  diverted  themselves 
with  the  mistresses,  we  amused  ourselves  with  the 
maids,  and  at  last  departed  all  together  at  break 
of  day^  every  one  going  to  bed  at  his  own  home. 
My  master,  getting  up  as  usual  about  noon, 
dressed'  himself,  and  went  out  I  followed  him  to 
the  house  of  Don  Antonio  Centelles,  where  we 
found  one  Don  Alvaro  de  Acunha,  an  old  gentle* 
man,  and  professed  rake.  All  the  young  sparks, 
who  had  an  ambition  to  become  fine  gendemen, 
put  themselves  under  bis  tuition ;  by  which 
they  were  formed  for  pleasure,  taught  to  make  a 
figure  in  the  world,  and  to  spend  their  fortunes 
wkh  a  good  grace,  be  himself  being  under  no  ap- 
pi«henata  of  squaa Jeriug  away  bi.  own,  whick 
was  gone  long  ago.  The  three  cavaliers  having; 
iflluted  one  another,  Centelles  said  to  my  mastet,  . 
^  Faith,  Don  Matthias,  thou  couldest  not  come  at 
a  bettor  time ;  Don  Alvaro  is  going  to  carry  me  to 
the  house  of  a  citizen  who  has  inviteci  the  Marqab 
of  Zeneta  and  Don  Juan  de  Moncada  to  dinner, 
and  thou  shalt  be  of  the  party." — ''  What  is  the 
name  of  this  citizen  f "  (said  Don  Matthias*)— -^^  He 
is  called  Gregorio  de  Noriega  (replied  don  Alvaro) 
and  I  will,  in  two  words,  give  you  a  character  of 
the  man.  His  father,  who  is  a  rich  jeweller,  hav^ 
ing  gone  abroad  to  negociate  his  affairs,  left  him 
die  onoyment  of  a  large  income ;  but  Gregorio  is 
a  fopl,  who  has  a  disposition  prone  to  spend  hb 
estate,  in  doing  which  he  affects  the  beau,  and 
wtould  fain  pass  for  a  man  of  spirit,  in  sjpite  of 
natore.  As  he  begged  me  to  take  him  under  my 
direction,  I  govern  him  at  present :  ind  I  can 
assofe  you,  gentlemen,  he  is  in  a  ftdr  way>;  bis 
finances  being  akeadypretty  well  suidc." — ^*'I  don't 
at  all  doubt  it  (cried  Cfentelles  :)  I  see  him  already.-^ 
At  the  work-house.    Come.  Don  Matthias,  let  us 
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make  an  acqaaintance  wkh  him,  that  we  may  hav« 
some  share  in  his  ruin." — *^  With  all  my  heart 
(replied  my  master.)  I  love  dearly  to  see  the  for» 
tones  of  d^ese  little  upstart  gentlemen  overtumedi 
because  they  vainly  pretend  to  rival  us  in  splen- 
dour. Nothing,  for  example,  ever  gave  me  ^o  much 
diversion  as  the  misfortune  of  that  publican's  son, 
who  was,  by  his  kiclinatieii  for  play,  and  his  vanity 
in  apmg  the  great,  obliged  to  seH  all,  to  his  very 
house." — '*  Oh  !  as  for  him  (said  Don  Antonio)  he 
deserves  no  compassion ;  for  he  is  as  great  a  coir 
comb  in  his  adversity  «is  he  was  in  high  life." 

Centelles  and  my  master  repairing  widi  Don 
Alvaro  to  the  house  of  Gregorio  de  Noriega,  Mogi- 
con  and  I  went  thither  ako,  both  of  us  ravished  to 
find  a  feast  going  forward,  and  to  have  an  opportn- 
ninr  of  contributing,  on  our  parts,  to  the  ruin  of  a 
eitnen.  At  we  went  in,  we  perceived  several  people 
busy  in  dressing  the  dinner ;  and  the  ragouts  they 
wow  (Mgparing  sent  forth  -a  savoury  steam,  that 
very  much  prepossessed  the  smell  in  favour  of  the 
taste.  The  Marquis  of  Zeneta  and  Don  Juan  de 
Moncada  arrived,  and  the  entertainer  seemed  to  be 
a  great  booby,-  who  attenipted  in  vtdn  to  assume 
the  carriage  of  a  beau,  being  a  very  bad  copy  ot 
these  excellent  originals;  or  rather  a  downright 
simpleton,  who  affected  an  air  of  understanding. 
Imagine  to  yourself  a  man  of  this  character  in  the 
midstof  five  jokers,  whose  sole  aim  was  to  exercise 
their  raillery  upon  him,  and  engage  him  in  insup- 
portable expence.  ^*  Gentlemen  (said  Don  Alvaro, 
after  the  first  compliments)  I  present  to  you  Signor 
Chpegorio  <le  Noriega,  as  a  complete  cavalier.  Be- 
tides a  thousand  other  excellent  qualifications,  he 
possesses  an  understanding  so  exquisitely  cultivat- 
ed, that  yiou  cannot  take  him  amiss.  He  is  equally 
ttrong  on  all  subjects,  firom  the  most  close  and 
tnbtle  logic  down  to  the  art  of  spelling." — **  Oh ! 
BOW  you  flatter  me  (said  the  citizen,  interrupting 
liim  with  a  very  foolish  laugh.)    Signor  Alvaro,  I 
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may  with  more  justice  retarn  the  compliment;  for 
you  are,  as  one  may  say,  a  very  draw-well  of  eru- 
dition.*'— "I  had  no  design  (replied  Don  Alvaro)  to 
fish  for  such  a  genteel  repartee;  but,  upon  my 
word,  gentlemen,  Signor  Gregorio  cannot  fail  of 
acquiring  great  reputation  in  3ie  world." — *^  For 
my  own  part  (said  Don  Antonio)  what  I  am  most 
charmed  with,  and  what  I  greatly  prefer  to  his 
knowledge  in  orthography,  is  the  judicious  choice 
he  makes  of  his  company :  instead  of  confining 
himself  to  the  conversation  of  ctdxens,  he  cultivates 
acquaintance  with  none  but  young  lords,  without 
giving  himself  any  trouble  about  the  expence 
attending  it  There  is  in  this  conduct  an  eleva- 
tion of  sentiment,  and  it  mav  be  called  spending 
one^s  money  with  taste  and  oiscemment'' 

These  ironical  praises  were  followed  by  a  thou- 
sand more  of  the  same  sort,  and  poor  Gregorio  was 
spared  by  none  of  them ;  each  of  the  beaus,  in  his 
turn,  breaking  his  jest,  the  meaning  of  which  the 
fool  did  not  perceive.  On  the  contrary,  he  took 
every  thing  in  b^  literal  sense,  and  appeared  very 
happy  in  his  guests  ;  nay,  he  seemed  even  pleased 
with  being  turned  into  ridicule:  and,  in  short, 
served  them  as  a  butt  during  the  whole  time  of 
dinner.  They  staid  with  him  the  remaining  part  of 
the  day,  and  all  night  long }  whilst  we  drank  at 
discretion  as  well  as  our  masters ;  and  by  the  time 
they  took  leave  of  the  citizen,  we  were  all  in  an 
excellent  trim. 


CHAPTER  r. 


AvTER  having  refreshed  myself  with  some 
hours  of  sleep,  I  got  up  in  good  humour ;  and  re- 
membering the  advice  1  had  received  from  Melen* 


n$  KbVEWsxmMs  of  go.  blas. 

del,  weat  (my  master  not  beipg  yet  mwake)  mud 
presented  my  respects  to  the  steward,  whose  vanity 
seemed  not  a  litUe  flattered  with  this  instance  of 
my  regard.  He  received  me  very  graciously,  and 
asked  if  I  was  not  yet  familiarized  to  the  wav  of 
living  practised  among  young  noblemen.  I  replied, 
that  though  it  was  quite  new  lo  me  as  yet,  I  did 
not  despair  of  being  reconciled  to  it  in  tin». 

And  truly  this  happened  very  soon ;  ibr  my  hu- 
mour and  disposition  suffieved  a  thorough  change* 
From  being  sedate  and  pensive,  I  became  a  brisk, 
blundering  coxcomb;  and  the  valet  of  Don  Antonio 
complimented  me  on  mv  metamorphosis,  saying, 
thai  there  was  now  nothmg  wanting  to  make  me 
Ulttstrious  but  an  intrigue ;  which,  he  affirmed,  was 
absolutely  necessary  towards  finishing  the  charac- 
ter of  a  pret^  fellow,  all  our  comrades  being 
beloved  by  some  fair  lady,  and  be  alone  being  ia 
possession  of  the  good  graces  of  no  less  than  two 
women  of  quality.  I  believed  the  rogue  told  a  lie^ 
and  said  to  him,  ^'  Monsieur  Mogicon,  to  be  sure 
you  are  a  handsome  young  fellow,  who  have  a 
great  deal  of  wit  and  merit;  but  I  cannot  conceive 
how  ladies  of  quality  (especiallr  as  you  don't  live 
among  such)  can  allow  themselves  to  be  charmed 
by  a  man  of  your  condition." — "Why  truly  (said 
be)  they  don't  know  who  I  am.-— I  make  all  my 
conquests  in  the  dress  and  even  in  the  name  of  my 
master.  Ill  tell  you  how :  I  dress  myself  like  a 
young  nobleman ;  I  assume  hb  behaviour,  and  go 
out  to  take  the  air ;  I  ogle  all  the  women  I  see, 
until  I  meet  with  one  who  returns  die  leer :  her  I 
follow,  and  find  means  to  speak  with.  I  call  my- 
self Don  Antonio  de  Centelles,  and  demand  an 
assignation,-upon'which  the  lady  stands  upon  cere- 
mony: I  press  her  to  comply;  she  yields,  et 
esetera. — ^By  this  conduct,  my  child  (added  he)  1 
have  succeeded  in  my  intrigues,  and  1  advise  thee 
to  follow  my  example." 

I  was  too  ambitious  of  makii^  a  figure,  not  to 
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liiften  to  this  advice,  and  besides  felt  no  aversion 
to  a  love  intrigue  :  I  therefore  resolved  to  disguise 
myself  like  a  young  nobleman,  and  go  in  quest  of 
amorous  adventures ;  but  as  I  durst  not  dress  my- 
self in  our  own  house,  for  fear  of  being  observed, 
I  took  a  rich  suit  of  clothes  from  my  master's 
wardrobe,  and,  making  it  up  in  a  bundle,  carried  it 
to  the  house  of  a  little  barber,  a  friend  of  mine, 
where  I  thought  I  could  dress  and  undress  with 
more  convenience.  There  I  adorned  myself  to  the 
best  of  my  power,  the  barber  lending  a  helping 
hand,  in  order  to  set  me  off;  and  when  we  imagin- 
ed it  was  impossible  to  add  any  thing  to  my  ap- 
pearance, I  walked  towards  St*  Jerome's  meadow ; 
from  whence  I  was  persuaded  I  should  not  return 
without  having  found  some  intrigue  to  my  liking : 
but  before  I  was  obliged  to  go  so  far  from  home,  I 
started  one  of  a  very  brilliant  expectation. 

As  I  was  crossing  a  bye-street,  I  saw  a  lady 
richly  dressed,  and  perfectly  genteel,  come  out  of 
a  small  house,  and  get  into  a  hackney-coach  that 
stood  before  the  door ;  upon  which,  stopping  short 
to  gaze,  I  bowed  to  her  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
inform  her  that  I  was  not  at  all  disgusted  at  her 
appearance ;  and  she,  to  let  me  see  she  deserved 
my  notice  still  more  than  I  imagined,  lifted  up 
her  veil  for  a  moment,  and  presented  a  most  agree- 
able countenance  to  my  view :  meanwhile  the 
coach  drove  off,  and  I  remained  in  the  street,  not 
a  little  struck  with  this  apparition:  '*What  a 
tiharming  figure !  (said  I  to  myself.)  Bless  me ! 
this  is  just  what  I  wanted  to  complete  my  cha- 
racter. If  the  two  ladies  who  are  in  love  with 
Mogicon  are  as  handsome  as  this,  I  pronounce 
him  a  lucky  knave.  I  should  be  charmed  with 
my  fate  had  I  such  a  mistress." 

While  I  made  these  reflections,  I  cast  my  eyes 
by  accident  towards  the  house  from  whence  I  had 
seen  this  lovely  creature  come  out,  and  perceived 
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at  a  parloiir-windovr  an  old  gentlewoman,  who 
beckoned  me  to  come  in. 

I  flew  into  the  house  in  an  instant,  and  found, 
in  a  pretty  handsome  parlour,  this  venerable  and 
discreet  matron,  who,  taking  me  for  a  marquis  at 
least,  saluted  me  with  great  respect,  saying,  ^'  T 
don't  at  all  doubt.  Signer,  that  yeu  have  conceived 
a  very  bad  opinion  of  a  woman,  who,  without 
being  acquainted  with  you,  beckons  you  into  her 
house :  but  perhaps  you  will  think  more  favourably 
of  me,  when  you  shall  know  that  I  don'i  treat 
every  body  in  the  same  manner.  But  yon,  I  sup- 
pose, are  a  court-lord.'' — ^'  Tou  are  not  mistaken, 
my  soul,  said  I,  (stretching  out  mv  right  leg,  and 
poising  my  body  on  my  left  hip)  I  am,  without 
vanity,  of  one  of  the  best  families  in  Spain." — ^'  I 
thought  so  by  your  appearance  (she  replied)  and  I 
own  I  love  to  oblige  people  of  quality ;  that  is  my 
foible. — ^I  observed  you  through  the  window,  look- 
ing very  earnestly  (as  I  suppose)  at  a  lady  who 
had  just  parted  from  me.  Have  you  a  passion 
ibr  her  f  tell  me  sincerely."  "  Upon  the  faith  of  a 
courtier  (answered  I)  she  has  captivated  me.  I 
never  saw  any  thing  more  tempting  than  that 
creature. — Bring  us  together,  my  good  mother,  and 
depend  upon  my  acknowledgment :  such  good 
offices  rendered  to  us  grandees,  seldom  pass  un- 
recompensed." 

"  I  have  already  told  you  (replied  the  old  gentle-* 
woman)  that  I  am  wholly  devoted  to  people  ot 
quality,  and  delight  in  bemg  useful  to  them.  I 
admit  into  my  house,  for  instance,  certain  ladies, 
whom  the  exteriors  of  virtue  hinder  from  receiving 
their  gallants  at  home ;  therefore  I  accommodate 
them  with  my  house,  in  order  to  reconcile  the 
warmtli  of  their  complexions  with  the  rules  of 
decency." — "  Very  well  (said  I  to  her)  and  I  sup- 
pose you  have  granted  that  favour  to  the  lady  in 
question." — "  No,  (she  replied)  thb  lady  is  a  young 
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widow  of  qaality,  who  wants  a  lover :  but  she  is  so 
nice  m  that  particular,  that  I  don't  know  if  you 
yourself  will  please  her,  notwithstanding  your  ex- 
traordinary merit :  I  have  already  presented  to  her 
three  stout  cavaliers,  whom  she  treated  with  dis- 
dain."— <' Adzookft !  my  dear,  (cried  I,  with  an  air 
of  assurance)  thou  hast  no  more  to  do,  but  to  put 
me  on  the  scent  I  will  give  thee  a  good  account 
of  her,  believe  me.  r  I  long  to  have  a  tete-a-tete 
with  a  shy  beauty,  having  never  as  yet  met  with 
one  of  that  character." — "  Well  (said  the  old  lady) 
^joa  come  hither  to-morrow  about  this  time,  your 
curiosity  may  be  satisfied."—"  I  will  not  fail,  (an- 
swered I)  and  we  shall  see  whether  or  not  a  young 
nobleman,  such  as  I,  may  taste  the  pleasure  of  a 
conquest" 

I  returned  to  the  house  of  the  little  barber, 
without  desiring  any  other  adventures,  but  very 
impatient  to  see  the  issue  of  this.  Next  day, 
therefore,  having  been  at  great  pains  to  set  myself 
off,  I  repaired  to  the  old  gendewoman's  bouse,  an 
hour  before  the  appointment  "  Signor  (said  she) 
I  see  vou  are  punctual,  and  am  glad  of  it:  for 
you  will  find  it  well  worth  your  trouble.  I  have 
seen  your  young  widow,  and  have  had  some  dis- 
course with  her  about  you.  She  has  forbid  me  to 
speak ;  but  I  have  conceived  such  a  friendship  for 
yon,  diat  I  cannot  hold  my  tongue.  You  have 
•had  the  good  fortune  to  make  an  impression  on 
her  heart,  and  will  be  happy  very  soon.  Between 
you  and  me,  the  lady  is  a  delicious  morsel;  her 
husband  lived  with  her  but  a  very  short  time ;  he 
fleeted  away,  as  it  were,  like  a  shadow ;  so  that 
she  is  as  good  as  a  maiden."  The  good  matron, 
doubdess,  meant  one  of  those  sprightly  msddens, 
who  know  how  to  enjoy  life  without  the  incum- 
brance of  matrimony. 

In  a  little  time  the  heroine  of  the  assignation 
arrived  in  a  stage-coach,  as  she  had  done  the  day 
before,  adorned  with  all  the  pomp  of  dress.    As 
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soon  as  she  appeared  in  the  hall,  I  began  by  fi?e 

or  six  a-la-mode  bows,  accompanied  with  the  moti 

fashionable  ^contortions  ;  tifter  which,  I  approached 

her  with  a  very  familiar  air,  saying,  ^<  My  princetii 

behold  a  young  nobleman,  who  is  enraptured  with 

^our  beauty.    Tour  image,  since  yesterday,  hai 

incessandy  presented  itself  to  my  imag^ation,  and 

expelled  a  duchess,  who  had  begun  to  set  looting 

in  my  heart"  ^*  The  triumphYanswered  she,  taking 

off  bar  veil)  is  too  glorious  tor  me,  and  yet  I  do 

sot  perfectly  enjoy  it ;  for  you  young  noblemen 

are  prone  to  change,  and  your  hearts,  they  say,  aro 

more  difficult  to  keep  than  quicksilver."-^^' Bulimy 

queen  (I  replied)  let  us  mind  the  present  only,  and 

Met  futuriQr  shift  for  itself:  you  are  handsomei  and 

'  I  amorous  ;  and,  if  you  approve  of  my  passion^  kt 

!us  engage  without  any  fnrtner  reflection,  and  em- 

!bark  like  sailors,*  who  think  only  of  the  pleasures, 

|widiout  perceiving  the  perils  of  their  voyage." 

So  saying,  I  threw  myself,  in  a  transport,  at  the 
feet  of  my  nymph,  and,  the  better  to  imitate  the 
beans,  pressed  her,  in  a  petulant  manner,  to  make 
nie  happy.  She  seemed  a  litde  moved  by  my  en- 
treaties, but  thought  it  was  too  soon  to  yield ; 
therefore  pushing  me  gently  from  her,  ''Hold 
(said  she)  you  are  too  forward,  and  have  the  ur 
of  a  libertine ;  I  am  afraid  you  are  no  better  than 
a  downright  rake." — '*  O  fie.  Madam !  (cried  I)  sure 
you  cannot  hate  what  all  ladies  of  fashion  love : 
none  but  tradesmen's  wives  exclaim  against  liber- 
tinism."— "Tou  are  certainly  in  the  right  (she 
replied)  and  I  cannot  resist  such  a  convincing 
reason.  It  is  in  vain,  I  find,  to  use  grimace  with 
noblemen  like  you  ;  and  the  women  must  advance 
one  half  of  the  way.  Enow  then  your  victory 
(added  she  with  an  appearance  of  confusion,- as  u 
her  modesty  suffered  in  the  confession :)  you  have 
inspired  me  with  sentiments  which  I  never  felt 
betore,  and  1  want  only  to  know  who  you  are,  that 
I  may  determine  to  choose  you  for  my  lover.    I 


A]>V£I«TUR£S  OF  GIL  BLAS.  StI 

b^eve  yott  are  a  young  lord,  and,  moraorer,  a 
man  of  honour.  But  of  this  I  am  not  assured ;  and 
howsoever  I  may  be  prepossessed  in  your  favour, 
I  am  resolved  not  to  bestow  my  affection  on  a 
person  unknown." 

It  was  then  I  remembered  the  expedient  of  Don 
Antome's  valet,  on  the  same  occasion ;  and,  after 
his  example,  haying  a  mind  to  pass  for  my  master, 
^'  Madam,  (said  I  to  my  widow)  I  will  not  refuse 
to  tell  you  my  name,  which  I  need  not  be  ashamed 
to  own — ^Did  you  never  hear  of  Don  Matthias  de 
•Silva  f "  **  Tes  (replied  she)  I  have  even  seen  him 
at  the  house  of  a  lady,  an  acquaintance  of  mine.'' 
Although  I  was  pretty  well  stocked  with  imptt- 
dence,  this  answer  disconcerted  me  a  good  deal ; 
.  however,  I  recollected  myself  in  an  instant,  and 
making  an  effort  of  genius,  to  extricate  myself, 
^*  Well,  then,  my  angel  (said  I)  you  know  a  lord 
whom — ^I  know  also.  Smce  you  must  have  it,  I 
am  one  €t  the  same  family ;  his  grandfather  mar- 
ried my  grand-uncle's  sister-in-law :  so  that  you 
see  we  are  very  nearly  rejated. — ^My  name  is  Don 
Caesar,  and  I  am  the  (Hily  son  of  the  illustrious 
Don  Fernando  de  Ribera,  who  was  slain  fifteen 
years  ago,  in  a  battle  i^at  was  fought  on  the 
frontiers  of  Portugal.  I  could  describe  the  action, 
which  was  hellishly  hot ;  but  that  would  be  losing 
«he  precious  moments  which  love  prompts  us  to 
employ  in  a  more  agreeable  manner." 

After  thb  discourse  I  became  more  pressing  and 
]ftassionate :  but  all  to  little  effect ;  the  'favours 
which  my  goddess  bestowed  upon  roe,  oply  serving 
to  make  me  sigh  after  those  which  she  refused : 
but  though  die  barbarous  creature  got  into  her 
coach  that  waited  at  the  door,  I  went  home  very 
well  satisfied  with  my  good  fortune,  although  I 
was  not  yet  perfecdy  happy.  If,  said  I  to  myseU^ 
I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  height  of  my 
wishes,  it  is  because  my  princess  is  a  lady  of  rank 
and  delicacy,  who  tliinks  it  indecent  to  yield  to 
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my  transports  daring  the  first  interview.  TW 
pride  of  her  birth  has  retarded  my  haf^inesa^ 
which,  however,  is  only  delayed  for  a  few  days. 
Not  but  that  I  had  always  some  suspicions,  that 
the  whole  affair  was  a  well-concerted  trick.  But 
I  loved  to  consider  it  in  tlie  most  favourable  point 
of  view,  and  to  preserve  the  advantageous  opinion 
I  had  conceived  of  the  lady,  with  whom  I  had 
agreed  to-  meet  again  next  day ;  the  hope  of  ac- 
complishing my  wishes  giving  me  a  taste,  by  anti- 
cipation, of  the  pleasures  I  expected  to  enjoy. 

With  my  fancy  full  of  these  smiling  images,  ( 
returned  to  the  house  of  my  barber,  where  I 
changed  my  dress,  and  went  to  wait  upon  my 
master  at  a  tennis-court,  where  I  knew  he  was. 
I  found  him  engaged  in  play,  and  even  perceived 
that  he  had  been  lucky ;  for  he  was  none  of  those 
phlegmatic  gamesters,  who  enrich  or  ruin  them- 
selves, without  changing  a  feature.  In  his  pros- 
perity he  was  full  of  insulting  raillery  :  but  very 
morose  when  fortune  declared  against  him.  Leav- 
ing the  tennis-court  in  great  good  humour,  he  went 
direcdy  to  the  prince's  theatre,  and  i  followed  him 
to  the  play-house  door,  where  giving  me  a  ducat— « 
^  Here,  Gil  Bias,  (said  he)  since  I  have  been  lucky, 
thou  shalt  feel  the  effects  of  it;  go  and  enjoy 
thyself  with  thy  companions,  and  about  midnight 
come  to  me  at  the  house  of  Arsenia,  where  I  am 
to  sup  with  Don  Alexo  Segiar."  So  saying,  he 
went  in,  and  I  remained  thinking  how  I  should 
spend  my  ducat,  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
donor.  I  was  not  long  in  suspense ;  Clarino,  Don 
Alexo's  valet,  appeared  all  of  a  sudden,  and  I  car^ 
ried  him  to  the  next  tavern,  where  we  regaled  our- 
selves till  twelve  o'clock ;  and  from  thence  repaired 
together  to  the  house  of  Arsenia,  where  he  was 
likewise  ordered  to  rendezvous.  A  litde  lacquey 
opened  the  door,  and  introduced  us  into  a  parlour, 
where  the  waiting-women  of  Arsenia  and  Flori- 
monda  sat  together,  laughing  as  if  for  a  wager^ 
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while   their   mistresses    entertained  our  masters 
above. 

The  arrival  of  two  merry  fellows,  who  had  sop- 
ped to  their  satisfactfon,  could  not  be  disagreeable 
to  chambermaids,  especially  to  those  of  the  ac- 
tresses ;  but  what  was  my  astonishment,  when,  in 
the  i)erson  of  one  of  them,  I  beheld  my  widow ! 
my  adorable  widow,  whom  I  believed  a  marchion* 
ess,  or  countess.  She  seemed  no  less  surprised  at 
seeing  her  Don  Caesar  de  Ribera  metamorphosed 
mto  the  valet  de  chambre  of  a  beau :  however  we 
observed  one  another  without  being  disconcerted ; 
and  both  at  one  time  were  seiied  with  such  a 
violent  inclination  to  laugh,  that  we  could  not 
help  indulging  it  AAer  which,  Laura  (so  was  my 
princess  called)  taking  me  aside,  while  Clarino 
made  up  to  her  companion,  very  graciously  pre* 
sented  her  hand,  saying, 'softly — '^  Take  it,  Don 
Caesar :  instead  of  reproaching  let  us  compliment 
one  another,  my  friend  :  you  performed  your  part 
to  admiration ;  and  I  did  not  behave  amiss  in  mine. 
What  say  you  ?  confess  that  you  took  me  for  one 
of  those  fine  ladies  of  quality,  who  amuse  them- 
selves' with  intrigues." — ^'*'  Tis  true,  (answered  I) 
but  whosoever  you  are,  my  queen,  I  have  not 
changed  my  sentiments  with  my  dress  :  I  beg  you 
will  accept  my  services,  and  allow  the  valet  de 
chambre  of  Don  Matthias  to  finish  that  which  Don 
Caesar  had  so  happily  b^un." — "Yes,  (said  she)  I 
love  thee  still  better  in  tliy  own  character  than  in 
that  of  another  :  thou  art  just  such  a  man  as  I  am 
a  woman,  and  that  is  the  strongest  approbation  I 
can  bestow :  I  therefore  receive  thee  into  the  crowd 
of  my  adorers ;  we  shall  have  no  more  occasion  for 
the  ministry  of  the  old  woman :  for  thou  mayest 
come  hither  with  the  utmost  fireedom :  we  ladies  of 
the  stage  live  without  constriunt,  and  helter-skelter 
with  the  men.  The  efiects  of  this  communication 
are  sometimes  very  visible  indeed ;  but  the  town 
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iavgfat  at  tbem,  and  our  buuness,  thoa  knovres^ 
b  to  divert  it" 

Here  we  broke  off,  because  there  were  others 
present,  and  the  conversation  became  general, 
iprightly,  joyous,  and  ftdl  of  palpable  double  en- 
tendres.  Every  one  bore  a  part ;  Arseraa's  maid  in 
.  pardcolar,  my  lovely  Laura,  shone  very  much,  and 
jl  i^howed  a  great  deal  more  wit  than  virtue.  On  the 
other  hand,  our  masters  and  the  actresses  often 
burst  out  into  long  fits  of  laughter,  which  we  over- 
beard|  and  from  which  we  concluded  that  their 
discourse  was  much  of  the  same  stamp  with  our 
own.  If  aU  the  fine  things  which  were  said  that 
night  at  Arseuia's  had  been  committed  to  writing, 
ttiey  would  have  composed,  I  believe,  a  treatise 
very  instructive  for  youth.  In  the  mean  time,  die 
hour  of  retreat,  that  is,  the  dawn  arrived,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  part  Clarino  followed  Don  Alex<^ 
and  I  went  home  with  Don  Matthias* 


CHAPTER  VI. 


That  day,  while  my  master  wa»  dressing,  be 
received  a  billet  from  Don  Alexo  Segiar,  desiring 
his  company  at  his  bouse,  whither  he  went,  atid 
found  with  him  the  Marquis  of  Zeneta,  and  an- 
other young  nobleman  of  a  good  mieu,  whom  I 
had  never  seen  before.  "  Don  Matthias  (said  Se- 
giar to  my  master,  presenting  the  unknown  cavalier) 
this  is  Don  Pompeio  de  Castro,  a  relation  of  mine, 
who  has  been  at  the  court  of  Portugal  almost  from 
bis  infancy :  he  arrived  at  Madrid  last  night,  and 
will  set  out  to*morrow  for  Lisbon,  so  that,  as  he 
can  spare  me  only  one  day,  I  am  resolved  to  enjoy 
the  precious  opportunity,  and,  in  order  to  make  h 
the  more  agreeable  to  him,  have  called  yon  and 
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Ae  Mttqds  of  Zeneta  to  Biy  assittuiee.'*  UpM 
thit,  my  master  uid  Don  Alcxo't  kinBmaii  em* 
braced  and  compUmenfcd  one  another^  and  I  was 
much  pleased  with  the  discourse  of  Dott  Pompeio, 
who  seemed  to  have  a  great  share  of  judgmenl 
and  penetration. 

Having  dined  at  Segiar%  these  noblemen  amased 
themselves  at  cards  till  the  hour  of  going  to  the 
play;  and  then  went  all  together  to  the  prince's 
theatre,  to  see  a  new  tragedy,  intided  The  Queen 
of  Carthage.  After  the  representation  of  die  piece, 
diey  retunted,  and  sapped  where  diey  had  dined : 
the  conversation,  at  first,  turning  on  the  {Hece  they 
had  seen  performed,  and  aAerwards  upon  die  ac** 
tors.  ^*  As  for  the  work  itself  (cried  Don  Matthias) 
I  have  no  great  opinion  of  it ;  it  makes  iEneas  stiil 
more  insipid  than  be  is  represented  in  the  £neid ; 
hut  every  body  mast  agree  it  was  divinely  frfayed 
What  says  Signor  Don  Pompeie?  He  does  not 
seem  to  be  of  my  way  of  thinking.^' — ^  Oendemen 
(said  that  cavalier,  smiling)  I  have  pei'ceived  yoo 
so  much  charmed  with  your  players,  and,  in  parti^ 
cidar,  with  yoor  actresses,  diat  I  ought  not  to  be 
so  bold  as  to  signify  my  dissent  from  your  opinions.** 
-—''Ton  are  much  in  the  right  (said  Don  Alexo^ 
in  a  joctilar  manner)  yoor  censures  will  be  very 
unseasonable  here ;  and  you  ought  to  show  some 
respect  for  our  actresses  before  ns,  who  are  the 
trmnpets  of  their  reputation.  As  we  drinh  with 
them  every  day,  we  can  do  no  less  than  warrant 
diem  perfect  in  their  vocation ;  aahdeven  give  them 
certificates  if  there  be  occasion  for  it  "<---**  I  do  not 
at  ail  donbt  it  (atnswered  his  relation)  and  I  dare 
say  you  would  do  die  same  for  their  morals,  so 
much  are  yon  their  friends." 

^*  Tour  comedians  at  Lisbon  (said  the  Marquis 
of  Zeneta,  with  a  sneer)  are,  douotless  much  better 
dian  ours." — "  Yes,  certainly  (replied  Don  Pom- 
pdo^  at  least,  diere  are  some  of  them  who  have 
no  defect** — *^And  these  (resumed  the  Marquis) 
K  t  Vol.  I.  1& 
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may  depend  apon  yoor  certificalfe.  "">—*'  I  have  mr 
oomiectioa  with  them  (udd  Don  Pompeio)  and,  b$ 
I  never  enter  into  their  parties  of  pleasure,  caa 
judge  of  their  merit  without,  prejudice.  But  do 
you  really  (added  be)  think  your  company  sa  ex- 
cellent ?"^ — "  No,  faith !  (said  the  Marquis)  I  believe 
no  such  thing ;  and  provided  you  give  me  leave  to 
defend  a  very  small  number  of  tlie  players,  I  will 
willingly  give  up  all  itie  rest.  Won't  you  allow 
that  she  who  played  the  part  of  Dido  is  an  admir« 
able  actress  F  Did  she  not  represent  the  queen 
with  all  the  dignity  and  grace  which  is  conformable 
to  the  idea  we  have  of  her  i  aad  did  not  you  ad- 
mire her  art  in  engaging  the  mind  of  the  spectator, 
and  making  him  ieel  the  emotions^  of  all  those 
passions  that  are  expressed  i  She  may  be  said  to 
be  consummately  skilled  in  all  the  refinements  of 
declamation."—'^  I  agree  (said  Don  Pompeio)  that 
she  know&how  to  awake  and  touch  the  passions 
of  the  audience ;  no  player  had  ever  more  feeling, 
and,  on  the  whole,  her  representetioo  is  very  fine* 
1  was  shocked  with  two  or  three  things-  in  her  per- 
formance. When  she  would  express  surprise  she 
rolls  her  eyes  in  such  an  extravagant  manner,  a» 
very  ill  becomes  the  deportment  of  a  princess^ 
Add  to  thisy  that  in  raising  her  voice,  which  is 
naturally  low^  she  corrupts  the  sweetness  of  it, 
and  produces  a  very  disagreeable  croaking:  besides, 
in  more  places  than  one,  she  gave  reason  to  suspect 
that  she  did  not  very  well , understand  her  part: 
but,  .however,  i  am  inclined  to  impute  this^  rather 
lo  inattention  than  want  of  cw^city." 

<^By  what  I  can  see  (said.  Don  Matthias  to  the 
;ritic)  you  will  scarce  write  «  panegyric  on  our 
actresses." — <^  Pardon  me  (replied  Don  Pompeio) 
[  can  discover  grsat  talents  through  their  defects* 
I  own  I  was  enchanted  wUb  that  actress  who  per- 
formed the  part  of  a  chambermaid  in  the  interludes  i 
she  has  a  fine  genius,  treads  the  stage  gracefully,, 
and  every  witticij^n  she  utters  is  seasoned  with  a 
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SAfca^tie  sfflOe,  full  of  chaims,  which  vety  much 
enhances  die  valae  of  what  is  said.  She  maj,  in-* 
deed,  be  blamed  for  indul^g-her  fire  sometimes 
a  little  too  much,  and  transgressing  the  bounds  of 
modest  assurance.  Bat  we  must  not  be  too  se- 
vere ;  and  I  could  only  wish  that  she  would  correct 
one  bad  habit  she  has  contracted.  Oft  times,  in 
the  middle  of  a  serious  scene,  she  interrupts  the 
performance  all  of  a  sudden,  by  yielding  to  a  silly 
desire  of  laughing,  with  which  she  is  seized.  Yoult 
say  she  is  applauded  by  the  pit, '  even  at  these 
times :  there,  i  own,  she  is  lucky." 

<*  Well,  what  do  you  think  of  the  men  f  (said  the 
Marquis,  interrupting  him)  surely  ycMi'll  charge 
them  full  volley,  unce  yon  have  been  so  umnerciftil 
to'the  women.'' — ^^  No  (said  Don  Pompeio)  I  think 
Vou  have  some  promising  young  actors ;  and  am 
particularly  pleased  with  that  fat  comedian  who 
acted  the  part  of  Dido's  prime  minister :  be  repeal 
very  naturally,  and  declaims  just  as  th^y  do  itf 
Portugal."—^'  If  he  can  please  you  (said  Segtar) 
you  must  be  charmed  with  the  action  of  him  who 
played  the  part  of  £neas«  Is  not  he  a  great  come-< 
dian !  an  origuial !" — ^**  Very  orinna) !  (replied  the 
critic)  his  caidence  is  quite  peccmar,  and  nis  tone» 
abundantly  thrill :  he  cdmost  always  deserts  nature, 
hurries  oi^er  the  words  which  contsdn  the>senti** 
ment,  and  places  the  emphasis  where  it  should  not 
be;  making  pauses  even  on  articles  and  conjunc- 
tions. He  diverted  me  very  mnoh;  particularly 
when  he  expressed  to  his  confidant  the  vieknce  be 
did  himself  in  abandoiung  the  princess ;  never  waa 
ffrief  more  cotnkallv  expressed."-^^*  ScrfUy,  coiisia 
(irepKed  Dosi  Alexo)  thou  wilt  make  nfr  believe,  by 
and  by,  that  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of  taste  at 
the  court  of  Portugal.  Dost  thou  know  that  the 
actor  of  whom  we  speak  is  reckoned  a  phcBnix  ^ 
Didst  thou  not  hear  what  claps  of  applause  he 
obtained  ?  A  plain  proof  that  he  is  far  from  being 
contemptible. — *'  That  is  no  proof  at  all  (answered 
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Poo  Pempeio.)  GeDtlemen  (added  be)  let  ui  ooif 
•  I  beg  of  yotty  lay  «ny  stress  apoo  tbe  iq>planse  ot 
the  pit|  whicb  is  often  bestowed  very  unseasonably : 
•^*nay,  more  seldom  on  tme  merit  than  on  false^ 
as  Pbsedrus  observes,  by  an  ingenious  faUe,  whicb 
I  beg  leave  to  repeat    Here  it  is — 

'^  The  inhabitants  of  a  certain  city  being  assem^* 
bled  in  public  to  see  pantomimes,  there  was  among 
the  performers  a  favorite  actor,  whom  they  ap* 
planoed  every  moment*  This  buffoon,  havmg  a 
■nnd  to  ckne  tbe  scene  with  a  new  kind  of  repre* 
sentation,  appeared  alone  upon  the  stage,  sto«qped 
down«  covermg  his  bead  with  his  cloak,  nod  sqttfi»k- 
ing  like  a  pig,  acquitted  himself  so  well,  that  tbe 
audience  actually  imagined  he  had  one  under  hia 
clothes :  they  ordered  lum  therefove  to  strip ;  which 
be  having  done,  and  nothing  appearing,  the  whole 
assembly  thundered  applause. — ^A  peasant  who 
ha(^>ened  to  be  one  of  ^  spectators,  shocked  al 
these  expressions  of  admiration,  cried,  ^Gende* 
men,  you  have  no  cause  lo  be  charmed  with  that 
bufioon,  who  is  not  such  an  exquisile  actor  as  you 
imagine :  I  can  play  the  pig  better  than  he^  and,  if 
vou  doubt  it,  come  hither  agam  tonnorrow  at  tbia 
noun'  The  people^  prepossessed  in  favor  of  thw 
pantomimes,  reassembled  next  day  in  greaiter  num- 
bers, rather  to  hiss  the  neasant  than  see  what  he 
could  do.  Tbe  two  rivals  appearing  on  the  stage^ 
the  boioau  began,  and  was  api^uded  more  than 
ever :  then  the  ooantxymaa,  stoepmg  in  his  turn, 
and  matting  his  head  in  his  cloak,  piadied  the  ear 
•f  a  real  pig,  which  be  bcid  under  his  arm,  and 
aoiade  it sipwak  most  piercingly^  neverthdess^die 
audience  gave  die  preference  to  the  pantomime, 
and  hooted  the  peaeant,  who  all  of  a  sudden  pro- 
ducittg  the  pig  la  the  spectators,  ^  Gentlemen  (said 
he^)  it  is  not  me  whom  you  hiss,  but  this  poor  {Hg 
Umself :  sueb  excellent  judges  vou  are  !*  '^ 

''  Cousin  (said  Alexo)  thy  fable  is  too  severe  * 
but  aothwtthstaading  thy  ptg«  we  wiU  not  pve  u{i 
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our  opinion*  Let  us  change  the  discoone  (added 
he)  I  am  tired  of  this  subject  So,  thou  wilt  depart 
to-morroW)iQ  spite  of  my  desire  to  eiyoy  thy  com- 
pany a  litde  loDger  ?" — **  I  wish  I  coidd  make  a 
longer  stay  at  Madrid  ^replied  his  kinsman)  but  it 
b  not  in  my  power.  I  nave  told  you  already,  that 
I  came  to  uie  court  of  Spain  about  an  affair  ol 
Btate ;  and,  at  my  arrival  yesterday,  had  an  audi- 
ence of  die  prime  minister,  whom  I  shall  see  again 
to-morrow  morning ;  immediately  after  which  I 
shall  set  out  on  my  return  to  Lisbon." — **  Tbon  art 
bec<>me  altogether  Portuguese  (said  Segiar)  and  in 
all  Ukelihood  wilt  never  return  to  live  in  Madrid/' 
-*-<*  I  believe  I  shall  not  (answered  Don  Pompeio) 
for  I  am  so  happy  as  to  be  beloved  by  the  king  ol 
Portugal,  and  enjoy  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  at  his 
court.  But  notwithstanding  his  kindness  to  ue, 
wou}d  vou  believe  that  I  have  been  on  the  point 
iof  quitting  his  dominions  for  ever  f" — **  Prav  tell 
na  ttie  reason  (said  Don  Alexo.V'— *^  With  all  my 
heart  (answered  Don  Pompeio)  and  at  the  saine 
time  will  relate  the  stoiy  or  my  life*" 


CHAPTER  Vn. 


Don  Alexo  (added  he^  knows  that  while  I  wai 
yet  a  little  boy  I  resolvea  to  carry  arms ;  and  that, 
seeing  our  own  country  in  profound  peace,  I  wai» 
to  Portugal,  from  whence  I  passed  over  into  Afiioi 
with  the  duke  of  Braganta,  who  gave  me  employ- 
pent  in  the  army  under  his  command.  Being  a 
younger  brother  of  ver^  smaU  fortune,  I  was  ander 
ft  necessity  of  signaliunff  myself  in  such  a  mannet 
at  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  general ;  and  did  my 
duty  so  well,  tfiat  the  duke  promoted  and  put  ne 
into  a  condition  to  serve  with  honour.  After  a  long 
Vol.  L  20 
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war,  the  issue  of  which  you  all  know,  I  attached 
myself  to  the  court ;  and  the  king,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation  of  the  general  officers,  gratified  me  with 
a  considerable  pension.  Sensible  of  this  monarch's 
generosity,  1  lost  no  occasion  of  manifesting  my 
gratitude  by  my  assiduity ;  and  was  always  in 
attendance  at  those  hours  in  which  people  ate 

r^rmitted  to  pay  their  respects ;  by  which  behaviour 
insensibly  acquired  the  love  of  that  prince,  who 
honoured  me  with  new  favours. 

Having  one  day  distinguished  myself  at  the  ring, 
and  a  bull  fight  that  preceded  it,  the  whole  court 
commended  my  strength  and  address ;  and  when 
I  returned  hofn<^,  loaded  with  applause,  I  found  a 
billet  importing  that  a  lady,  the  conquest  of  whom 
ought  to  flatter  me  more  than  all  the  honour  I  had 
that  day  acquired,  wanted  to  conrerse  with  me; 
and  that  I  should  in  the  twilight  repsur  to  a  cer- 
tain place*  that  was  described.  This  letter  gave 
loe  >more  pleasure  than  all  the  praise  I  had  re- 
ceived, and  I  imagined  that  the  person  who  wrote 
it  must  be  a  lady  of  die  first  quality.  Toll  may 
easily  guess  that  I  flew  to  the  rendezvous,  where 
an  old  woman  being  in  waiting,  to  serve  as  a  guide, 
introduced  me  by  a  little  garden-door  into  a  great 
house,  and  shut  me  in  a  rich  closet,  saying,  "  Stay 
here  until  I  inform  my  mistress  of  your  arrival." 
I  perceived  a  great  many  curious  things  in  this 
closet^  which  was  enlightened  by  a  great  number 
of  wax-candles  ;  but  my  sole  view  in  considering 
its  magnificence  was  to  confirm  myself  in  the  opi- 
nion I  had  already  conceived  of  the  lady's  rank. 
'If  all  Uiat  I  saw  seemed  to  assure  me  she  was  a 
person  of  the  first  quality,  when  she  appeared  I 
was  cOhvinced  of  it,  by  h^r  noble  and  majestic  air. 
Nevertheless  I  was  mistaken. 

*^  Signor  cavalier  (said  she)  after  the  advances  I 

have  made,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  conceal  the 

tender  sentiments  I  have  for  you,  which,  however, 

^  fv^e  not  inspired  by  that  merit  you  have  this  day 
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libown  hftore  the  whole  court  That  has  only 
liastened  the  discovery  :  for  I  have  seen  you  more 
than  once,  and  enquired  into  your  character^  wiiieh 
pleased  me  so  much  that  I  determined  to  follow 
•my  inclination.  Don't  imagine  (added  she)  that 
yoii  have  made  a  conquest  of  some  duchess.  I  am 
no  other  than  the  widow  of  a  simple  officer  of  the 
kio^'s  guards  :  but  what  mi^kes  your  victory  still 
more  glorious,  is  the  preference  I  give  you  to  one 
of  the  greatest  lords  of  the  kingdom.  The  Duke 
<of  Almeyda  is  in  love  with  me,  and  spares  nothing 
io  inflame  me  .with  a  mutual  pasnon;  but  Mthertb 
he  has  been  uosuccessfiil,  and  I  suffer  his  addresses 
<mly  through  vanity." 

Though  I  found  by  her  discourse  that  I  had  to 
do  with  a  coquette,  I  thought  myself  very  much 
4>bljged  to  fortune  for  this  adventure ;  Donna  Hor^ 
4en9ia  /so  was  the  lady  called)  was  still  in  the 
prime  oi  youth ;  and  I  was  dazzled  with  her  bealtty% 
besides,  she  offered  me  the  possession  of  a  heart 
which  would  not  yield  to  the  addresses  of  a  duke. 
What  a  triumph  was  this  for  a  young  Spanish  ca^- 
valier !  - 1  accordingly  threw  myself  at  her  feet, 
Ranked  her  for  her  goodness,  said  all  that  a  maoi 
of  gallantry  could  utter  on  such  an  occasion,  and 
she  had  reason  to  be  sajtisfied  with  die  transport! 
o£  my  gratitude.  We  parted  the  best  friends  in 
4he  worlds  after  having  agreed  to  see  one  another 
every  night  on  which  she  should  be  disengaged 
from  the  Duke  of  Almeyd^  and  this  she  promised 
to  advertise  me  of  punctually ;  in  which  she  did 
not  fail :  so  that,  in  a  word,  I  became  the  Adonis 
of  tins  new  Venus. 

fiat  the  pleasures  of  life  are  far  from  being 
eternal !  Whatever  measures  the  lady  could  take 
to  conceal  our  correspondence  from  my  rival,  hf 
did  not  fail  to  ^t  notice  of  the  whole  of  what  it 
was  so  much  our  interest  to  keep  from  h«s  kni>w^ 
ledge.  A  malcontent  chambermaid  informed  ham 
of  the  afiair ;  and  that  lord,  naturally  gcizeroas^ 
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bat  withal  haaghty,  Jcaknu,  and  panlaBale^  irtf 
incensed  at  my  presuinpdon:  rage  and  jealoasy 
Cook  poseenion  of  his  sod ;  and  foUowii^  the  dic- 
tates of  faU  fury,  he  resolved  to  avenge  himself  of 
roe  in  an  infamous  manner.  One  night,  while  I 
was  with  Hortensia,  he  waited  for  me  at  the  little 
garden-door,  attended  by  all  his  feotmen,  armed 
with  clubs ;  and  as  soon  as  I  came  oat,  makinr 
thsse  wretches  seise  me,  ordered  them  to  cudgdl 
me  to  death.  "  Strike  (said  he,)  and  let  the  auda- 
cions  villaiki  perish  under  vour  hands ;  for  so  am 
I  resolved  to  pnnisb  his  msolence."  He  had  no 
sooner  spoke  these  words  than  his  people  assaulted 
me  all  together,  and  gave  me  so  many  blows,  that 
I  lay  stretched  upon  the  ground  without  sense  or 
motion.  After  which  they  retired  with  their  mai- 
ler, whp  had  regaled  himself  with  this  cruel  exe- 
cution ;  and  I  remained  as  they  left  me  during  the 
#est  of  the  night  At  break  of  day  some  people 
happened  to  pass,  and  perceiving  still  some  life  in 
me,  were  so  charitable  as  to  carry  me  to  the  house 
of  a  surgeon :  luckily  my  wounds  were  not  mortal, 
and  I  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  skilful  artist,  who 
made  a  perfect  cure  of  me  in  two  months ;  at  the 
end  of  which  time  I  repaired  again  to  court,  and 
resumed  my  former  way  of  living,  save  that  I  never 
went  back  to  Hortensia,  who  on  her  part  took  no 
step  to  see  me  again,  because  the  duke  on  these 
terms  bad  pardoned  her  infidelity. 

My  adventure  being  universally  known,  and  no- 
b)dy  si]S[)ecting  my  courage,  every  one  was  asto- 
nished to  see  me  as  tranquil  as  if  I  had  not  receiv- 
ed an  affront;  for  I  imparted  ray  thoughts  to  no 
man  breathings  and  seemed  to  be  void  of  all  ro> 
sentment;  so  that  people  did  not  know  what  to 
think  of  m  V  fieigned  insensibility.  Some  belieyed 
1k«t,  notwithstanding  my  courage,  the  rank  of 
my  antagonist  kept  me  in  awe,  and  obliged  me  to 
digeit  tl^  injury  7  others,  with  more  reason,  sus- 
PMled  my  silenoc^  and  looked  upon  the  peaceful 
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imearanee  I  put  on  as  a  deceitful  cafan.  Of  this 
<q>iiiioa  was  the  king,  who  did  Dot  think  me  a 
person  that  would  leave  toch  an  outrage  unpunish- 
ed ;  but  believed  that  I  could  not  fail  to  revenge 
myself  as  soon  as  I  could  find  a  favourable  oppor- 
jurity*    That  he  might  know  whether  or  not  he 

Ziessed  my  sendments  aright,  he  called  me  one 
J  into  his  closet,  where  he  sajd,  ^  Don  Pompeio, 
I  know  the  accident  which  has  happened  to  you, 
and  am,  I  confess,  surprised  at  your  tranquillityt 
which  must  certainly  be  dissimulation." — "  Sire 
(I  replied,)  I  know  not  who  was  the  .agressor,  hav- 
ing been  attacked  in  the  dark  by  people  unknown ) 
so  that  I  must  console  myself  for  the  misfortune 
as  well  as  I  can*"^-*^  No,  no,  (said  the  king)  you 
must  not  think  to  dupe  me  with  diat  evasion^ 
which  is  all  dissembled  t  I  have  been  informed  of 
the  whole  affair :  the  Duke  of  Almeyda  has  given 
yon  a  mortal  afiont  Tou  are  a  gentleman  and  a 
Castilian,  and  I  know  what  these  qualities  oblige 
you.  to  do.  You  have  formed  a  resolution  to 
avenge  j^vrself.  Communicate  your  scheme  to 
me*  I  insist  upon  it,  and  donH  be  afraid  that  you 
Aall  have  cause  to  repent  of  making  me  your  con- 
fidant" 

^  Smce  your  majesty  (answered  I)  commands  it. 
I  will  discover  my  sentiments.  Yes,  Sire,  I  intend 
to  take  vengeance  for  the  affront  I  have  suffered. 
Every  one  who  bears  the  name  of  a  gentleman  is 
accountable  for  it  to  his  family.  You  know  the 
wnworthy  treatment  I  have  received ;  and  I  purpose 
So  assassinate  the  Duke  of  Ahneyda,  to  revenge 
myself  m  a  manner  suitable  to  the  offence.  I  will 
plunge  a  poignard  into  his  breast,  or  shoot  him 
throu^  the  head,  and  esciqie  if  I  can  into  Spain. 
This  IS  my  dMgu." — '<  It  is  a  violent  one  (said  the 
king>  nevertheless  I  cannot  condeqin  h,  after  the 
emel  outrage  which  tl^e  Duke  of  Almeyda  hai 
eommitted  upon  yon.  He  is  worthy  of  the  chaa- 
tiaoment  yw  reserve  for  him  *  but  do  not  execute 

20* 
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your  enterprise  in  a  hurry.  Leave  it  to  me  to  find 
out  an  expedient  for  bringing  you  to  an  accommo- 
dation." — «*  Ah, Sir!  (cried  I,  very  much  chagrined) 
why  did  you  oblige  roe  to  reveal  my  accretr  What 
expedient  can — " — "  If  I  don't  find  one  to  your 
satisfaction  (said  he,  interrupting  me)  you  may  pat 
your  resolution  in  practice.  I  don*t  intend  to 
abuse  the  confidence  you  have  reposed  in  me,  and 
mil  by  no  means  betray  yonr  honour.  So  that  yoii 
may  make  yourself  easy  on  that  scove.^ 

1  was  greatly  at  a  loss  to  know  in  what  manner 
the  king  intended  to  terminate  the  affair  in  an 
amicable  manner  :  and  this  is  the  method  he  took* 
In  a  private  conversation  wHfa  the  Duke  of  Almey- 
da,  *'  My  lord  (said  he)  you  have  injured  Don 
Pompeio  de  Castro;  ana  as  you  are  oot ignorant 
of  his  being  a  man  of  illustrious  birth,  and  a  getH 
tleman  whom  I  love  on  account  of  his  faithfiil 
services,  you  ought  to  give  him  satisfaction."^—*'  i 
am  not  of  an  humour  to  refuse  it;  (answered  the 
duke)  if  he  complains  of  ray  wrath,  I  am  ready  to 
do  lum  justice  in  the  field."-^'*  Ton  must  give 
Mm  another  sort  of  reparation  (replied  the  king  ;) 
a  Spanish  gentleman  understands  the  pomt  of  hd* 
nour  too  well  to  fight  openly  with  a  secret  assassin. 
I  can  give  you  no  other  name,  and  you  cannot 
expiate  the  indignity  of  your  action  any  other  way 
than  by  presenting  your  enemy  with  a  cane,  and 
submitting  to  a  retaliation." — '*  O  heavens  !  (cried 
the  Duke)  What,  Sir !  would  you  have  a  man  of  ray 
rank  condescend  to  humble  himself  before  a  simple 
cavalier,  and  allow  Iiimself  to  be  caned  ?"— "No, 
(replied  the  monarch)  I  wiU  make  Don  Pompeio 
promise  that  he  will  not  strike  you.  Only  ask 
pardon  for  the  violence  you  committed,  and  pre* 
sent  him  with  a  cane— -that  is  all  I  eapect  of  yos.** 
— ^"  And  that  js  too  much  to  expect  from  nse,  Sir^ 
(said  the  Duke  interrupting  him  hastily)  I  will 
father  continue  exposed  to  the  secret  shans  of  his 
revenge. "•*-'*  Your  life  is  dear  ^  me  (said  the 
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Icing)  and  my  desire  is  dmt  thi6  affair  may  hav«  net 
bad  consequences.    To  bring  it  to  a  conclnsion  . 
the  less  disagreeable  for  you,  I  will  be  the  only 
witness  to  that  sadsfoction  which  I  insist  on  your 
making  to  the  Spaniard.^' 

The  king  had  occasion  for  all  his  power  over  the 
duke,  to  bring  him  to  this  mortifying  condescen- 
sion.   However,   he  succeeded ;    and  afterwards 
sending  for  me,  recotmted  die  discourse  he  had 
with  my  enemy,  and  asked  if  I  Wo«ild  be  satisfied 
with  the  reparation  agreed  upon  between  them. 
I  answered  m  the  affirmative,  and  gave  my  word 
and  honour,  that,  far  from  striking  the  offender,  I 
would  not  even  accept  of  the  cane  he  shoiild  pre- 
sent to  me.    Things  being  regulated  in  this  man- 
ner, the  duke  and  I,  one  day,  went  at  a  certain 
hour  to  the  king,  who  shutting  himself  up  with  us 
in  the  doset,  ^Gome  (said  he  to  the  duke)  acknow- 
ledge your  fauk,  and  deserve  to  be  forgiven.'' 
Upon  this  my  enemy  made  his  apology,  and  pre- 
sented me  with  a  cane  whieh  be  had  in  his  hand. 
*<  Don  Pompeio  (said  the  monarch  to  me,  that  in- 
stant) take  the  cane,  and  let  not  my  presence 
hiader  you  from  satisfying  your  injured  nonour : 
I  acquit  you  of  the  promise  you  made,  not  to  strike 
the  duke."-^^'  No,  Sir,  (answered  I^  it  is  sufficient 
that  he  submits  to  be  beaten  ;  an  injured  Spaniard 
asks  no  more." — "  Well,  (replied  the  king)  since 
you  are  contented  widi  that  satisfaction,  you  may 
now  enjoy  the  privilege  of  a  regular  process :  mea- 
sure your  swords,  and  determine  your  quarrel  like 
men  of  honour."    *'  It  is  what  I  ardently  desire  * 
(cried  the  Duke  of  Almeyda,  with  preapitation) 
and  that  alone  is  capable  of  consoling  me  Ibr  the 
shameful  condescension  I  have  made.'' 

So  sayitig*,  he  went  away  foil  of  rage  and  con- 
frisiQii,  and  two  hours  after  sent  to  lei  me  know 
that  he  waited  for  me  in  a  private  place.  Thither 
I  repaired,  and  found  that  lord  in  a  humour  1b 
%fat  heartily.  He  was  not  quite  forty,  i|nd  wanttf 
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neillier  courage  nor  skill,  so  that  the  match  was 
pretty  equal.  «  Come,  Don  Pbmpeio  (said  he)  lift 
ns  decide  our  difference  here :  boA  of  us  ought  to 
be  exasperated  to  the  highest  pitch ;  you,  for  the 
tteatment  you  have  received  at  my  hands  ;  and  I, 
for  having  asked  your  pardon."  Widi  these  words 
he  drew  upon  me  so  suddenly,  that  I  had  not 
time  to  make  any  reply,  and  pushed  with  great 
vigour ;  but  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  parry  all  his 
thrusts,  and  attacked  him  in  my  turn ;  when  I 
found  I  had  to  do  with  an  antagonist  who  knew 
bow  to  defend  as  well  as  to  assault ;  and  I  don't 
know  what  might  have  happened,  if  he  had  not 
made  a  false  step  in  retreating,  and  fallen  back- 
ward.  I  stopped  immediately,  and  bid  him  get  op 
—and  be  answered, «  Why  do  you  spare  me  f  I  am 
injured  by  your  pity.''~«I  will  not  wrong  my  gloiy 
so  much  (said  I)  as  to  take  the  advantage  of  your 
misfortune  ;  get  up  once  more,  and  let  us  firiit  it 
out" 

"  Don  Pompeio  (said  he,  rising)  after  this  in- 
stance of  your  generosity,  honour  will  not  permit 
me  to  use  my  sword  against  you.  What  would 
the  world  say  of  me  should  I  kill  you  f  I  should 
be  looked  upon  as  a  coward,  who  had  taken 
the  life  of  a  person  who  had  it  in  his  power  to 
deprive  me  or  mine.  I  can,  therefore,  no  longer 
fight  against  you,  and  I  feel  the  warm  transports  of 
gratitude  succeed  those  furious  emotions  which 
reigned  within  my  breast  Don  Pompeio  (added 
be)  let  our  mutual  hatred  cease.  Let  us  even  go 
farther  and  be  friends."—"  Ah,  my  lord,  (cried  I,) 
I  embrace  the  agreeable  proposal  with  jw !  I  vow 
the  most  sincere  friendship :  and,  as  the  first  proof, 
promise  never  to  set  foot  within  the  door  of  Donaa 
Uortensia,  even  though  she  should  desire  to  see 
««."*-"  It  is  I  (said  be)  who  must  yield  that  lady 
to  you.  Tou  have  a  juster  dtle  to  her,  since  her 
inclination  is  fixed  upon  you."—**  No,  no !  (mtd 
If  inleirupting  him)  you  bve  her,  and  the  favours 
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wUch  sbe  inigbt  bestow  upon  me  would  give  joa 
pain ;  I  sacrifice  them,  therefore,  to  your  repose.^ 
— **  Ah,  too  generous  Castilian  f  replied  the  duke, 
locking  me  in  his  arms !)  I  am  cnarmed  with  your 
sentiments !  What  remorse  do  they  produce  within 
me  !  With  what  griel^— with  what  ^ame  do  I  reflect 
on  the  outrage  you  received !    The  satisfaction  I 

five  jrou  in  the  king's  closet  seems  now  too  slight ; 
will  make  a  better  reparation  for  the  injury,  and 
hi  order  to  eflace  the  dishonour  of  it  entirely,  I 
offer  one  of  my  nieces  to  you  in  marriage ;  she  is  a 
rich  heiress,  not  yet  fifteen,  and  still  more  beanti** 
(iil  than  young." 

I  made  my  compliments  to  the  duke  in  such 
expressions  cf  acknowledgments  as  the  honour  of 
entering  into  his  alliance  inspired ;  and  in  a  few 
days  married  his  niece.  The  whole  court  congra^ 
tulated  him  on  his  generosity  to  a  gentlemaa 
whom  he  had  covered  with  ignominy;  and  my 
friends  rejoiced  with  me  on  the  happy  conclusion 
of  an  adventure  which  seemed  to  promise  a  more 
melancholy  issue.  Since  that  time,  gendemen,  I 
live  agreeably  at  Lisbon,  beloved  by  my  wife,  o| 
whom  I  am  still  fond ;  the  Duke  of  Almeyda  gives 
me  every  day  firesk  proofs  of  his  frieDdsUp ;  and  1 
dare  boast  df  being  pretty  weU  with  the  King  of 
Portugal :  the  importance  of  this  my  journey  to 
Madrid,  which  I  undertook  by  his  order,  being  a 
sufficient  evidence  cthh  esteem. 


CHjUPTER 

Such  was  the  story  that  Don  Pompeio  recount- 
ed, and  which  the  vaJet  of  Don  Alezo  and  I  over* 
heard,  although  they  had  taken  the  precaution  of 
sending  us  away  before  it  was  begun :  but,  instead 
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of  jreMiigi  we  stopped  at  the  door,  which  lire  had 
left  half  open,  and  from  thence  lost  not  a  word  of 
what  was  said*  After  this,  the  noblemen  set  in  to 
drmkiag,  but  their  debauch  did  not  last  till  day  f 
because  Don  Pompeio,  who  was  to  attend  the 
prioie  minister  in  the  morning,  was  very  desirous 
of  a  litde  rest  Accordingly,  the  Marquis  of  Zene- 
ta  and  my  master  embracing  that  cavalier,  bid  him 
adieu,  and  left  him  with  his  kinsman. 

We  went  to  bed  fosr  this  time  before  mom,  and 
Don  MattUas,  when  we  waked,  invested  me  with  a 
new  employment*  *'  Gil  Bias  (said  he)  take  paper 
and  ink,  and  write  two  or  three  letters  wluch  I 
will  dictate ;  henceforward  thou  art  my  secretary.^' 
— <^  Good  (said  I  to  myself)  another  addition  to  my 
fiincttont :  as  a  lacquey,  I  follow  my  master  every 
where;  as  a  valet  de  chambre,  help  him  to  dress  } 
and  write  under  him  as  his  secretary.  Heaven  be 
praised !  I  act,  like  Hecate,  in  a  three-fold  capaci- 
ty.^"—'*  Thou  dost  not  know  (added  he)  what  I  am 
about }  which  is  briefly  this — ^but  be  secret — ^for  thy 
Bfe  shall  answer  it.  As  I  sometimes  meet  with 
people  who  boast  of  their  good  fortune  in  love  in*< 
tirigues,  I  am  resolved,  in  order  to  excel  them  all, 
to  have  always  in  my  pocket  feigned  letters  from 
women,  which  I  will  read  on  such  occasions.  This 
will  afford  rae  some  diversion,  and,  more  happy 
than  those  of  my  fellows  who  acquire  conquests  only 
for  the  pleasure  of  making  diem  public,  I  will  puhr 
lish  those  which  I  have  not  had  the  trouble  to 
make ;  but  remember  to  disguise  thy  hand  in  such 
a  manner,  as  that  the  billets  may  not  appear  to  be 
written  by  the  same  person.'' 

Upon  this  I  took  paper,  pen,  and  ink,  and  sat 
down  to  obey  D6a  Matthias,  who  at  first  dictated 
a  love-letter  in  these  terms : 

''You  was  not  to-night  at  the  place  of  assigna- 
tion. Ah,  Don  Matthias!  what  can  you  say  to 
justify  yourself:^  How  much  have  I  been  mistaken. 
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'a&d  how  well  ba^  I  been  puoithed  for  haviag  the 
vanity  to  thhik  that  you  would  sacrifice  all  the 
aunosements  and  badness  of  the  gay  world,  to  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  Donna  Clara  de  Mendoxa  T' 

The  next  billet  he  made  me  write  was  in  the 
name  of  a  lady,  who  preferred  him  to  a  prince ;  and 
the  last  from  one  wlio  told  him,  that,  if  she  was 
siire  of  his  discretion,  she  would  make  a  voyage 
with  hhn  to  the  island  of  Cythera.  He  was  not 
satisfied  with  dictatmg  these  fine  epistles:  he 
sUiged  me  also  to  subscribe  them  with  the  names 
of  ladies  of  quality.  Upon  which  I  could  not  help 
observing,  that  I  tbonght  it  a  ticklish  afiair ;  but  be 
desired  me  to  keep,  my  advice  to  myself,  until  ne 
should  have  occasion^to  ask  it :  I  was  therefore 
ddiged  to  execute  his  commands  in  silencie*  This 
being  done,  he  got  up,  dressed^  put  the  letters  in 
ois  pocket,  and  went  out ;  and  I  foUowed  him  t» 
the  house  of  Don  Juan  de  Moncada,  who  had 
invited  five  or  six  gentlemen  of  his.  friends  to  din* 
ner. 

The  entertainment  was  snmptaous ;  and  mirth, 
the  best  ingredient  in  all  banquets,  rrigaed  during 
the  repast  All  the  guests  contributed  to  enMven 
the  conversation ;  some  by  raillery,  and  others*  by 
recountfaig  eiroloits  of  which  they  themselves  were 
the  heroes.  My  master,  unwilling  to  lose  such  a 
fair  opporttmity  of  profijtiag  by  the  letters  he  bad 
made  me  write,  read  them  idond,  with  sunh  an  air 
of  assunmce,  that  (Us  secretary  excepted)  «irerjr 
body  seemed  to  believe  them  genuine^ — ^Among  the 
gendenMSi  before  whom  he  wto  guiky  of,  this 
eirontery,  there- was  one  Dan  Lope  de  Velasco^  a 
very  sedate  man,  who,  instead  of  rejoicing  like  the 
rest  at  the  success  of  the  reader,  coldly  asked  if 
the  conquest  of  Donna  Clara  had  cost  him  dear  ? — 
**  Almost  leiss  than  nothing  (replied  Don  Matthias) 
she  made  all  die  advances.  Having  seen  me  in  the 
park,  I  happened  to  please  her ;  upon  which  I  was 


m  ADVENnmis  or  ati  bla& 

MlofMd  by  iKr  ofdcr,  aad,  b«  mtm,  as  dwkiiMi 
wlio  I  was,  she  mt>te  to  me,  appoadiog  m  mtig^ 
■adon  «t  her  bouse  in  tbe  nigfat,  frfieo  a&  ibe  lamiljr 
should  ba  m-bed.  I  obeyed  the  sammoiis^  and  was 
introduced  to  her  apartment — ^I  am  too  much  of  a 
gentkmao  to  teU  what  fidlowod/' 

At  ibis  laconk  detail  the  lord  of  Velaaco  chaaged 
eounlenance,  and  it  was  not  difficult  to  perceivt 
what  concern  he  had  in  the  lady  in  question.  *^  All 
these  billelB  (said  be,  darting  a  furious  look  at  my 
flMUter)  are  absolutely  false,  and  especially  that 
which  you  boast  of  having  received  from  Doqna 
Chura  de  Mendoia,  than  whom  there  is  not  a  aaore 
chaste  young  lady  in  %Mdn.  A  gentleman,  no  ways 
your  inferictf  either  in  birth  or  personal  merit,  lias 
done  every  thing  in  his  power,  during  two  whole 
years,  to  make  an  impression  on  her  heart;  and 
scarce  has  be  been  able  to  obtain  the  moet  innocent 
fisvonrs,  though  he  has  reascm  td  datler  himself 
that  if  she  was  capable  of  granting  any  other  kind 
of  indulgence,  it  wonld  be  to  him  alonew'* — ^  Hey- 
day !  who  says  any  thing  to  the  contrary?  (said 
Don  Matthias,  widi  an  air  of  raUlery*)  I  agree 
with  you  that  she  is  a  lady  of  honour :  and,  for  my 
-part,  I  am  a  young  fellow  of  hcmour ;  consequently 
you  ought  to  believe  that  nothing  whidi  was  not 
very  honourable  passed  between  us." — "  Ah !  this 
Is  toe  much  (cried  Don  Lope,  interrupting  him :) 
jesting  apart,  you  are  an  impostor.  Ikmna  Ckra 
never  made  an  assignation  with  yon  ^t  night }  and 
I  wiH  not  suffer  yon  to  blacken  h^  repntatioB.-*- 
1  shall  say  no  more  at  jMesent"  Having  thus  eih 
pressed  himself  he  looked  sternly  at  the  whole 
company,  and  retired  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
me  believe  that  this  affair  would  have  very  bad 
consequences.  My  master,  who  was  brave  enough 
for  a  lord  of  his  character,  despising  the  threats  of 
Don  Lope,  *<  What  a  fool  there  is !  (cried  be, 
bursting  into  a  lit  of  laughter)  your  kaignt-errants 
pretended  only  to  maintain  the  beauty  of  their 
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aaktrauM ;  but  lie,  fonobth,  must  vindicate  the 
AuAty  af  bis.  Now  this  to  me  seems  Mill  more 
tflrtBMragttnt" 

Vebsco's  retreat,  which  was  in^  vain  opposed' by 
M OBcada,  did  not  at  all  disturb  the  banquet :  the 
cavaliers,  without  taking  much  notice  of  it,  conti- 
Dued  their  mirth,  and  did  not  part  till  next  morning 
at  five  o'clock,  when  my  master  and  I  went  home 
te  bed.  I  was  overwhelmed' with  drowsiness,  and 
hoped  to  enjoy  a  good  sleep ;  but  I  reckoned  with- 
eut  my  host,  or  rather  without  our  porter,  who 
tame  and  waked  me  an  hoar  after,  telling  me  that 
there  was  a  young  man  at  the  gate,  who  wanted  to 
speak  witb  me.  ^  Ah !  curse  thee  for  a  porter 
(cried  I,  yawning)  dost  thou  consider  that  I  have 
iust  now  gone  to  bed  ?  Tell  the  young  man  diat  I 
am  srsleep,  and  bid  him  return  at  another  time/'—* 
^  lie  must  if»eak  with  you  instantly  (replied  he)  for 
he  assvres  me  that  the  afiSadr  will  admit  of  no 
delay.^'  At  these  words  I  got  up,  and  putting  on 
wy  breeciieft  and  doublet  only,  went  to  the  door^ 
cursing  aH  the  way. — ^*  Friiend  (said  1  to  die  young 
man  who  waited  for  me)  let  me  know^  if  you  please, 
what  pressing  affair  procures  me  the' honour  of  see- 
itig^  yoo  so  early  in  the  morning  f"-^^^  I  have  (an<* 
emetei  he)  a  letter  for  Don  Matthias,  to  be 
delivered  into  his  own  hand.  He  must  read  it 
immediately'^  for  it  is  of  tfie  utmost  consequence 
t»  Imn :  I  b^  you  will'  dierefbre  show  me  into  his 
chaariver."  Thinking  it  treated  on  some  very  im* 
pertant  affiur,  I  took  the  liberty  of  waking  my 
master  &  '^  I  ask  pardon,  (Isaid  I  to  him)  for  inter- 
tajifmg  your  repose ;  but  the  importance-^'*' 
''What  weuldst  thou  have?^  (cried  he  hastily) 
Dp^n  which  the  young  man  who  accompanied  me 
said',  **My  lerd,  I  have  a  letter  for  you  from  Don 
Lope  de  Velasco."  Don  Matthias  took,  opened, 
and  having  read  it,  said  to  Don  Lope's  valet, 
^'HariL'e,  cMM,  I  would  not  get  up  before  noon  to 
make  one  in  the  best  party  of  pleasure  that  ever' 
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WM  propoied ;  jiidg«i  liie«,  if  I  sImU  rii0  at  tif 
o'clock  in  tbe  momiiig  to  figbt^-ThoQ  nqr'il  idl 
thy  muter,  if  he  will  be  in  the  same  place  half  ao 
boar  aAer  twelve,  I  will  naethim  there.*'  So  say- 
log,  he  sunk  down  b  hb  bed,  and  fell  atleepagaai 
with  great  expedition. 

Between  eleven  and  twelve  he  got  np,  and,  dresi* 
mg  with  great  composure,  went  out,  telling  me  be 
would  dispense  with  my  attendance ;  bat  I  was  too 
curious  to  know  the  consequence  to  obey  him  ia 
this,  and  therefore  walked  at  some  distance  behuMl 
him  to  St.  Jerome's  meadow,  where  I  perceived 
Don  Lope  de  .V elasco  waiting  for  him  in  a  resolute 
manner.  The  better  to  observe  them,  I  concealed 
myself,  and,  from  afar,  could  see  them  meet,  and 
begin  to  fight  a  moment  after.  The  combat  was 
long,  each  in  his'-tum  having  pushed  his  antagonist 
with  great vigoiij^ and  address:  but  victory  declared 
for  Don  Lope,,  who  run  my  master  through  the 
bodv,  and,  leavmg  him  stretched  upon  the  ground, 
made  off,  verv  weU  satisfied  with  the  vengeance  he 
had  taken.  I  ran  up  to  the  unfortunate  Don  Mat- 
diias,  whom  I  found  without  sense,  and  ahnoet 
without  life.  I  was  melted  at  the  sight,  and  conld 
not  help  shedding  tears  at  a  deadi  of  which  I  had 
been  an  involuntary  instrument-^Notwithstaading 
my  gP^U  however,  I  did  not  forget  my  own  little 
concerns ;  but  returned  home  with  all  haste,  where 
(without  speaking  a  syllable  of  the  matter)  I  made 
up  a  bundle  of  my  clothes,  among  which  I  threw, 
by  mistake,  some  of  my  master's  moveables ;  and, 
when  I  had  carried  it  to  the  barber's  honse,  where 
I  had  left  my  intriguing  suit,  published  throngh  the 
whole  cllty  the  ftttsl  accident  of  which  I  was  wH- 
new ;  I  told  it  to  every  body  who  gave  me  the 
hearing,  and,  in  particular,  took  care  to  inform 
Rodrigues  of  what  had  happened.  He  seemed  lest 
afflict^  with  the  news,  than  buued  about  the  mea- 
sures he  was  to  take  on  this  occanon.  Having 
assembled  the  servants,  he  ordered  them  to  follow 
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hifai }  and,  repairing  in  a  body  to  St  Jerome*s  mem- 
dow,  we  tooK  up  our  master,  who,  though  he  still 
'breathed,  died  in  three  hours  after  he  was  carried 
to  his  own  house.  Thus  perished  Don  Matthias  de 
Silva,  for  ha^g  taken  rt  into  his  head  to  read 
fcrg«d  love-Ietters  at  an  unseasonable  time. 


CHAPTER  IXr 


m  

A  TEW  days  after  the  fiineral  of  Don  MattfaSa^, 
all  his  servants  being  paid  and  dismissed,  I  fixed 
my  abode  in  the  house  of  the  litde  barber,  with 
whom  I  began  to  live  in  strict  friendship;  and 
lliare  I  promised  myself  more  pleasure  than  with 
Mefendei.  As  I  did  not  want  money,  I  was  in  no 
hurry  to  enquire  about  a  new  place  :  besides,  I  was 
beeome  nice  on  that  point,  and  resolved  to  serve 
none  but  the  quality  for  the  future ;  for  which  rea<» 
son  I  intended  to  examine  narrowly  into  whatever 
post  should  occur,  believing  that  there  was  none 
too  good  ibr  ne ;  so  much  did  I  then  think  the 
valet  of  a  young  nobleman  preferable  to  all  others. 

In  the  mean  time,  until  fortune  should  present 
iodi  a  family  as  I  thought  I  deserved,  I  imagined 
nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  than  to  consecrate 
my  leisure  to  my  handsome  Laura,  whom  I  had 
not'  seen  rince  that  night  when  we  were  both  so 
pleasantly  undeceived.  I  durst  not  dress  in  the 
ioit  of  Don  Csesar  de  Kbera,  which  (unless  I  had 
asMuned  it  for  a  disguise)  would  have  made  roe  pass 
for  a  downright  madman ;  but  my  own  was  still 
very  decent,  and  being  very  well  equipped  in 
stockings,  shoes,  and  hat,  I  adjusted  myself,  with 
the  barber's  assistance,  in  a  middle  way  between 
Don  Caesar  and  Gril  Bias,  and  in  this  condition 
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refnured  to  Anenia's  house ;  whete,  AaSmg  hm 
alone,  in  the  same  parlour  where  I  had  leeo  huf 
before,  she  no  sooner  perceived  nie  than  she  criadf 
^  Ha !  are  yon  there  r  I  thought  I  had  loat  joa. 
Seven  or  eight  days  are  passed  since  I  gave  yM 
the  permission  x>f  visiting  me :  I  see  you  don't  abw 
the  liberties  in  which  the  ladies  indulge  yoo." 

I  excused  myself  on  account  of  my  master'! 
death,  and  the  business    in   which  I   had   beeo 
engaged  ;  and  added  in  a  very  polite  manner,  that 
even  in  the  midst  of  all  my  cares  the  fair  Lanra 
had  still  kept  possession  of  my  heart  **  Well,  tbeo 
(said  she)  1  will  reproach  you  no  more ;  but  own, 
uiat  I  had  also  thought  of  yon :  and  as  soon  as  1 
heard  of  the  misfortune  of  Don  Matthias,  IbnnAl  a 
project  which,  perhaps,  will  not  displease  jwlj^^ 
Some  time  ago  I  heard  my  mistress  .say,  that  ske 
wanted  to  have  a  kind  of  steward  in  the  hoase:  a 
voung  roan  who  should  understand  eoottoov)r,  aaa 
keep  an  exact  account  of  the  money  disbwratd  Ar 
housekeeping.    I  have  cast  my  eyes  on  your  load^ 
ship,  and  believe  you  would  not  be  an  impropey 
person  for  that  employment."^^**  I  perceive  («n 
swered  1)  that  I  shoold  acquit  nysdf  in  it  to.  a 
wonder ;  for  I  have  read  Aristotle's  GScoiiomies| 
and,  as  to  keeping  accounts,  it  is  my  chief  exed* 
lencei.    But,  child  (added  I)  there  jb  one  objeetim 
to  my  engaging  in  Arsem&'s  service.—- ^^  Wbatnar 
that  be  ?''  (said  Laura.)*— *^  I  have  sworn  (I  repBe^ 
never  to  serve  a  plebeian  :  nay,  I  h&ve  sworn  byr 
Styx ;  and  if  Japtter  himself  durst  not  violata  tbail 
oath,  jadge  if  a  valet  ought  not  to  regard  it"<*^ 
^  Whom  dost  thou  call  plebeians  f  (said  the  Atom 
bermaid,  with  an  air  of  disdaiik)    Dost  tfaoo  rank 
actresses  with  the  wives  of  coonsellora  and  attars 
aeys  ^    SLnow,  friend,  diat  die  ladies  of  the  stag* 
are  not  only  noble,  but  arch-noble,  by  the  alliaoea 
they  contract  with  men  of  quality." 

*'  If  that  be  the  case,  my  princess  ^sidd  I)  I  nwyr 
accept  of  the  place  for  which  yoa  have 
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wUiont  derogattDg  from  the  dignity  of  my 
widiution." — **  Certainly  ^she  replied)  to  pass  from 
Ihc  kaiiy  of  a  beau  into  tne  service  of  a  theatrical 
heroine,  is  still  to  maintain  the  same  sphere  of  life) 
ibr  we  rank  in  all  respects  with  the  qnaiity  :  we 
keep  ofuipag^es  Uke  them ;  we  lire  as  well ;  and^  at 
bottom^  «aght  to  bold  the  same  esteem  in  civil  life* 
RaaUy  (added  she)  if  we  consider  a  marquis  and  a 
player,  through  the  coarse  of  a  day,  we  shall  find 
ibem  npon  a  pretty  equal  footing  ;  for,  granting 
that  the  marqois,  during  three  parts  of  die  day,  is, 
1^  virtne  of  his  Mood,  superior  to  the  player ;  the 
ador,  during  the  remaining  part,  is  raised  still 
more  above  the  marquis  by  the  cue  of  an  emperor 
or  king  whom  he  represents.  This,  in  ray  opinion 
iovesis  OS  with  such  nobility  and  grandeur  as  a 
least  equals  us  to  the  people  at  court." — ''  O !  truly 
(I  replied)  you  are,  without  contradicdoD,  on  a 
level  with  the  cosurtiers.  What  the  deuce !  play- 
ers, I  iad,  are  not  such  scums  as  I  imagined ; 
and  you  fire  me  with  an  inclination  to  serve  such 
MBOurable  people."*^"  Well,  then  (said  she)  come 
oackskgaia  in  two  days  :  I  ask  no  more  time  to  dis- 
pose my  mistress  for  thy  reception.  I  will  speak 
to  her  in  tlqr  behalf;  and,  as  I  have  some  interest 
with  h»i  I  am  persuaded  that  thou  wilt  be  admit- 
ted into  hef  service." 

I  thanked  Laura  for  her  firiendshijp,  and  assured 
her  that  I  was  penetrated  with  gratitude,  which  I 
eipreised  with  such  traiBsports  ks  left  her  no  room 
to  doubt  my  sincerity.  We  maintained  a  pretty 
long  conversation  together,  and  it  would  have 
lasted  longer,  had  not  a  little  page  come  to  tell  my 
princess,  that  Arsenia  wanted  her ;  upon  which  we 
parted.  I  quitted  the  house  of  this  actress,  in  the 
sweet  hope  of  living  in  it  at  my  ease  in  a  very  short 
dme ;  and  did  not  fail  to  return  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed. "  I  was  just  expecting  thee  (said  Laura) 
in  order  to  assure  thee  that  lliou  art  now  one  of 
the  household  :  come,  follow  me,  and  I  will  present 

21» 
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diee  to  my  mistress."  So  saying,  sbe  carried  mt 
into  an  apartment,  composed  of  five  or  six  rooms 
of  a  floor,  each  more  richly  famished  than  tlie 
other. 

Heavens  !  what  luxury  and  magnificence  1 1  be- 
lieved myself  in  the  palace  of  a  vice-queen ;  or 
rather  thought  I  saw  all  the  riches  in  die  world 
amassed  together  in  one  place  :  for  there  was  va- 
riety of  things  produced  in  diffisrent  nations ;  and 
one  might  term  this  apartment  the  temple  of  some 
goddess,  to   whom  every  traveller  presented  an 
ofiering  of  the  rarities  of  his  country. — ^I  perceived 
the  divinity  Skated  on  a  large  satin  conch,  charm- 
ing to  the  eye,  and  sleek  with  the  steams  of  sam- 
fice :  she  was  in  a  genteel  dishabiUe,  and  her  fanr 
hands  were  busy  in  preparing  a  new  head-dress,  in 
which  she  was  to  perform  that  night     **  Madam 
(said  her  maid)  here  is  die  housekeeper  I  mention* 
ed.    I  can  assure  you,  that  yon  will  not  find  one 
more  for  your  purpose."    Arsenia  looked  at  me 
very  attentively,  and  I  had  the  good  fortune  to 
please  her.    "  Aha !  Liaura  (cried  she)  there's  a 
pretty  young  fellow.    I  foresee  that  I  snail  be  very 
well  satisfied  with  him."  Then  addressing  herself 
to  me,  "  Child  (said  she)  I  like  your  appearance, 
and  am  at  a  word :   if  you  serve  me  well,  yott 
shall  have  no  cause  to  complain."    I  answered-, 
that  my  whole  study  and  endeavour  should -be 
to  please  her :  and,  seeing  diat  we  were  agreed, 
went  to  fetch  my  ck>theS|  and  was  installed  in  my 
new  office. 
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CHAPTER  X 


It  being  near  {day-time,  my  mif treis  bid  Laafa 
and  me  follow  liner  to  the  thintte.  We  went  ao- 
cor^ngly  to  her  tiring-room,  where  she  put  off  her 
ordinary  drets,  and  took  another  more  ma^p^fcent 
for  her-mpearance  on  the  stage.  The  cmrtam  being 
drawn,  Laura  conducted  and  sat  down  by  me  in  a 
place  where  we  could  both  see  and  hear  die  acton 
perfectly  well.  I  was  disgusted  at  the  greatest 
part  of  them,  doubtless  because  Don  Pompeio  had 
prejudiced  me  against  them.  Several,  however, 
were  very  much  applauded,  and  among  these  evun 
some  who  put  me  in  mind  of  the  fable  of  the  pig. 

Lanra  told  me  the  names  of  all  the  actors  and 
actresses  as  they  presented  diemselves;  and,  not 
contented  with  this,  the  satirical  baggage  described 
theur  characters  nicely,  as  they  appeand.  ^*  This 
here  (said  she)  is  a  noodle.  Tiiat  leUow  is  a  brute : 
and  that  minx  whom  you  see,  with  an  air  more 
lewd  than  engaging,  is  called  Rosarda ;  a  very  bad 
acquisition  for  the  company!  she  should  be  enrolled 
h  the  troop  that  is  raising  by  order  of  the  viceroy 
of  New-Spain^  to  be  transported  fordiwith  into 
America.  Observe  that  lummous  constellation  ad- 
vancin^ ;  that  fur*setting  sun,  known  by  the  name 
of  Castilda :  if  she  bad  exacted  a  stone  from  each  of 
her  lovers,  as  a  princess  of  Egypt  is  said  to  have 
done  heretofore,  she  could  have  raised  a  pyramid 
which  would  have  touched  the  third  heaven.'*  In 
short,  Laura  gave  no  quarter :  her  malicious  tongue 
did  not  even  spare  her  own  mistress. 

Nevertheless,  I  wUl  coi^ess  my  weakness:  I 
was  diarmed  mih  my  chambermaid,  tiiough  her 
character  was  not  morally  good.  She  satirised  so 
agreeably,  that  I  was  even  in  love  with  her  malice* 
oetween  the  acts  she  got  up,  to  go  and  see  if  Arse- 
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nia  wanted  her ;  but,  instead  of  returning  iffldiedi- 
ately  to  her  place,  shfs  afuused  herself  behind  the 
scenes,  in  listening  to  the  soft  thbgs  that  were 
said  by  the  men  who  flattered  her.    I  followed 
her  for  once  to  observe,  and  perceived  that  die  had 
«  great  maiqr  acqnaintaiMes ;  hai^ug  reckoaed  no 
Jess  than  three  netors,  who,  oae  aftet  aaodier, 
•tapped  to  speak  with  her,  and  seemed  to  tre«t  her 
wiui  great  familiarity.    This  was  not  at  all  agree- 
able to  mef  who  feeling,  for  the  fi»t  time^  mku  it 
was  to  be  jealous,  reuurned  to  my  seat  «o  pensife 
and  melancholy,  that  Laura  obsw^  k.  as  soon  as 
«he  came  back.    "  What  is  the  matter  with  Ibae, 
Gil  Bias  ?  (said  she  with  surprise.)    What  gloaa^ 
demon  has  taken  possession  of  thee  since  I  went 
away  i  Thou  seemesi  sad  and  dejected*" — *'  I  have 
too  much  reason  to  be  so,  my  princess  (answjered 
1 ;)  you  have  a  little  too  miich  vivfu:i|y  in  your 
•bebavioar :  I  have  observed  you  with  the  actars.'' 
— "  A  pleasant  cause  of  melancholy,  indeed  !  (said 
4ihe,  kugbiog.)    How !  does  that  give  thee  any  up- 
'eH«Hie8s  ?  Truly  thou  art  a  mere  novice  :  but  tbou 
wslt.see  a  great  ms^iy  other  strange  things  among 
>us,  and  •must  accustom  thyself  to  our  easy  wt^y  of 
life. — Harbour  no  jealousy,  child ;  for  that,  among 
oomedians,  is  looked  upon  as  ridiculous  $  dierefone 
tiie  have  none  of  it    Fathers,  husl^finds,  brothers, 
tmoles,  and  cousins,  with  us,  are  the  most  complai- 
aant  persons  on  earth,  and  generally  make  settle- 
ments for  their  own  family." 

After  having  exhorted  me  to  take  umbn^  4lt 
nothing,  bat  look  upon  every  thing  with  composure, 
she  declared  that  I  was  the  happy  monai  who  had 
fewid  the  way.lo  her  heart ;  and  assured  me,  thM 
her  love  should  always  rest  on  me  alone.  On  this 
iassaranee)  which  however  I  might  have  distrusted, 
without  the  hnputation  of  being  loo  saqakiousi  i 
:promised  never  more  to  be  alarmed,  and  kept  my 
woft] ;  for  that  very  evening  I  saw  her  in  dose 
conversation,  and  beard  her  laugh  heartily  with 
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trveml  difiweat  flien.  Whm  Ihe  play  ^9M  5v«r| 
«re  went  home  with  our  mistressy  where  FlorimoBda 
iooo  after  arrived,  with  iiree  old  noblefaen  and  ad 
9At0T,  U»  sapper.  Besides  Laura  md  me,  thera 
were  of 'servants  ia  the  bouse,  a  cookmaid,  a  coach- 
DiaD,  and  a  page,  who  all  joined  in  preparing  for 
iNfiper.  The  cook,  who  was  no  Jess  dexterous  than 
Dmme  Jeueinta,  was  assisted  by  the  coacbman  ia 
dnmng  the  victaals,  while  the  chambermaid  and 
page  laid  the  cloth,  and  I  furnished  the  beaafet 
wA  ^  finest  plate  and  several  cups  of  gold^ 
which  wtee  ofiered  lo  the  goddess  of  the  temple^ 
I  etoied  it  likewise  with  bottles  of  the  choicest 
WHNt,  serving  an  aiy  owa  person  as  cup-bearer,  to 
show  «iy  mistress  that  I  coald  turn  my  hand  to 
every  ihitig.  The  deportment  of  the  actresses^ 
daring  the  repast,  61Ied  me  with  admiration  :  they 
Oisomed  airs  of  importance,  and  imagined  tbem^ 
aelves  women  of  the  first  rank.  Far  from  address* 
jagitfae  Bobieaiea  with  the  title  of  your  excelleooei 
they  did  not  even  give  them  that  of  your  lordship  | 
bul  called  thetn  simply.by  their  iaames  :  true, /m- 
deed,  these  very  noUemea  had  spoiled  and  made 
4hem  so  vain  by  sufiering  them  to  be  so  familiar*— <- 
As  fcr  the  actor,  he,  like  a  player  used  to  perform 
the  hero,  treated  them  without  ceremony,  drank  to 
Iheir  health,  aad  knaintained  (as  one  may  sav)  the 
upper  ead  of  the  table.  <<  Upon  my  soul  {said  I 
$0  aiyself)  when  Laura  demonstrate  the  quality 
of  the  marquis  and  player  in  the  day-time,  she 
mi^  have  added  that  they  are  still  more  so  ia 
the  night,  since  they  ^>ead  it  thus  in  drinking  to* 
l^rtiier/* 

Araenia  and  Floramonda  being  naturally  wantoni 
hi  thaasaad  hardy  expressions  escaped  them,  min- 
gled with  amall  iavoars  aad  toyings  which  were 
exquisitely  relished  by  these  old  skmers.  While 
aiy  mistress  amused  the  <me  with  a  little  ianocent 
ffibaMry,  her  friend,  sittkig  between  the  other  tW0| 
not  act  the  Susanna  with  them.  While  I  was 
L  t  Vol.  I. 
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conndering  tbb  picture,  which  had  but  tM>  mmtf 
charms  for  a  young  fellow  like  me,  the  dessert  was 
brought  in :  upon  which  I  set  wine  and  glasses  on 
die  l^le,  and  went  to  supper  widi  Laura,  wIm 
waited  for  me.  «<  WeU,  Gil  Bias  (said  she)  what  is 
thy  opinion  of  those  noblemen  thou  hast  seen  f '*-» 
^  They  are  doubtless  (answered  I)  adorars  of  Arse» 
nia  and  Florimonda*'' — ^^'No  <(said  she)  they  are  oU 
lechers,  who  visit  coquets  wimout  attaching  thern^ 
selves  to  them,  and  ask  only  small  comj^anoes, 
paying  generously  for  the  triling  favours  they 
receive.  Thank  heaven !  Florimonda  and  my  mis*- 
tiress  are  at  present  without  lovers ;  I  mean  such 
lovers  as  assume  the  husband,  and  want  to  engross 
all  the  pleasure  of  the  house,  because  thev  support 
the  eKpence  of  it  As  for  my  own  part,  1  am  very 
glad  it  is  so ;  and  mamtain  that  a  coquet  of  sense 
ought  to  fly  these  sort  of  engagements.  Why 
should  she  give  up  her  liberty  to  a  master  f  ^Tis 
better  to  acquire  an  equipage  penny  by  penayi 
than  have  otie  at  such  a  price." 

When  Laura  was  in  a  speaking  humour  (which 
was  almost  always  the  case)  words  cost  her  nothing. 
— Heaven !  what  a  volubility  of  tongue  was  she 
mistress  of!  She  told  me  a  thousand  adventures 
which  had  happened  to  the  actresses  of  the  princess 
company ;  and  T  conclude  from  her  discourse,  that 
I  could  not  be  in  a  better  situation  to  become  pcv* 
fectly  acquainted  with  vice.  I  was  unhappily  of  an 
age  when  this  does  not  create  much  horror ;  and 
besides,  the  chambermaid  painted  these  irreeulairi* 
ties  so  artfUlly,  that  I  beheld  only  the  delicious 
side  of  them.  She  had  not  time  to  relate  the  sendb 
part  of  the  exploits  of  the  actresses ;  for  she  had 
spoke  but  three  hours,  when  the  noblemen  And 
fuayer  withdrew  with  Florimonda,  whom  di^  con 
ducted  to  her  own  house. 

After  they  were  gone,  my  mistress  giving  ne 
money,  said,  <^  There,  Gil  Bias,  are  ten  pistxdes  to 
goto  market  to*morrow  morning :  five  or  six  of  our 
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^ffBdAtm/en  «nd  ladies  are  to  dine  witfi  tne,  so'tbat 
yoa  most  take  car«  and  have  every  thing  in 
ylenty.'^ — ^^  Madam  (answered  I)  with  this  sum  FIl 
«dgage  to  entertaia  the  whole  troop." — "  Friend, 
(s^l^  Arsenia)  be  so  good  as  to  correct  your 
€ixpriflsions :  you  must  not  call  them  the  troop,  but 
Ihe  company.  We  say  a  troop  ot  thieves,  a  troop 
of  beggars;  and  a  troop  of  authors ;  but  learn  to  say 
4  tienqpany  of  comedians.  The  corps  of  actors  in 
Madrid,  especially,  deserve  to  be  called  a  compa* 
tty»"  I  ajked  pardon  for  having  used  ftuch  a  disre- 
•piect&l  teim,  and  most  humbly  begged  she  wouM 
eicnie  my  ign<NtuKe;  protesting  that,  Ifbr  the 
fiUvire,  whensoever  I  should  mention  the  gentlemen 
actofs  of  Madrid  in  a  collective  manneri  I  wonM 
always  call  them  the  company. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


'  t 


.  I  wnrr  to  market  next  morning,  in  order  to 
kmg^ti  my  office  of  butler ;  and  as  it  was  a  meagre* 
diy,  bought,'  by'order  of  my  mistress,  some  good 
ftit  pallets,  rabbits,  partridgeis,  ^  and  other  wild 
(omA ;  for  as  the  geptiemen^players  were  not  alto* 
gether  satisfied  with  the  behaviour  of  the  church 
lawtods  them,  diey  did  not  think  proper  td  adhere 
•cln^iiJ^oiHlly  to  iu  commandments. — ^I  brouglft 
borne  more  .victuals  than  would  have  sufficed 
pmAift  honest !  gentlemen,  during  three  days  in 
fMtuval-iime ;  so  that  the  cook  hsA  work  enough 
fcr  the  whole  mbnung.  While  she  prepared  the 
dfamer,  Arsenia  |ot  up,  and  reniained  at  her  t<nlet 
litt:tioon,  wiien  Signors  Rochniro  and  Ritardo  (tw6 
fictora)  aneived ;  Gonstantia  and  Celinaura  (two 
actrtwes)  eamci  soiw  after :  and  at  last  Fiorimoiid^ 


appeared,  aocoapatiied  by  «  man  trba  bad  dl^Ato 
^pearaoce  of  a  fiaiihed  coxcomb.  Hit  hair  ma 
tied  behind  ia  a  Tery  fappidb  manner,  Ut  hat 
adorned  irith  a  plaofe  af  green  firachen^  hb 
breecliei  ftmooth  and  Atraigfat,  and  hn  shirt,  whMi 
was  very  fine,  wan  enbroidered  widi  «  handaoMe 
4aci^  displayed  at  the  slashes  of  hu  doaUec  Hll 
floves  and  handkerchief  were  contained  within  the 
failt  of  his  sword,  sttid  he  wore  hk  cloak  wMi  it 
{[race  aUo|g;eiher  fpecnliar. 

Though  be  had  a  good  mien,  and  wm  very  weM 
nMde»  I  no  sooner  saw  hiln  than,  remarkhlg  in  him 
4omediinf  ringnlar,  1  said  to  myseU;  ^'  TMm  gende^ 
map  roust  ciortainly  be  an  oi(ginal»"  I  was  nol 
mistaken;  ibr  he  wasa  man  of  avery  extrabrdiMry 
character.  As  soon  as  he  entered  Areedia's  apai^ 
ment,  be  ran  with  open  arms  and  embraced  the 
actresses  and  actors,  one  after  another,  with 
gestures  still  more  extravagant  than  those  of  the 
beans.  My  opinion  was  not  changed  when  I  heard 
him  speak ;  for  he  made  affected  pauses,  and  pro- 
nounced bis  words  "with  great  emphasis,  accommo- 
dating his  looks  and  gestures  to  Uie  subject 
Having  asked  Laura  who  that  gentleman  was,  *<1 
don't  wonder  (said  the)  mt  dy  cnrioaitjiit  is 
imnossible  to  see  and  hear  Signor  CarloB  Akno 
de  la  Ventoleriai  even  lor  oncei  without  feeling  <hia 
same  emotion.  I  will  describe  him  to  the  Bk*  bk 
the  first  place,  he  has  been  a  player ;  but  quinod 
the  stage  through  whim,  and  now  repents  in  ^ear* 
nest.  His  1  lack  hair  which  thou  aeeit  ii  dyed,  M 
veil  as  his  eye*brows  and  whiskers ;  for  be  «  oldef 
than  Saturn :  bat  as  his  paMitl^  when  be  w«s  boi«| 
neglected  to  have  his  name  inlerled  in  She  fMUb 
register,  he  takes  the  advantagie  of  their  olnMrian4 
and  calb  himself  younger  than  he  is  by  tv^enty  goon 
years  at  least.  He  is,  moreover,  -die  tilost  wttt* 
conceited  man  in  Spain,  though  he  spent  the  'fiM 
six^  years  of  hit  life  in  the  grossest  ignofsMei 
but,  in  order  to  become  leanvd^  be  employed  n 
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oMtiMt,  wiio  bivi  ^Migfct  Uflu  to  4peU.m  Intte  <oi 
Greek.  Beudei,  he  b^M  got  aa  Uifiiute.iiuiiiber  of' 
giMft  aloms  l>y  kearl,  wbkb  he  hsui  repeiutod  Md 
voiicbedlsQ  oUteo^.that  at  length  he  aetntoly  believet^ 
thcBi  to  h9  trae^  These  he  bringf  into  cofmieRpa* 
tkiD^  aad.  om  nay  say,  that  bis  wit  shines  fit  tha 
eineoce  ot  ait  memory.  He  baa  the  charadeff  oC 
being  a  mat  actor,  aai  I  pionsly  believe  it ;  bm 
newtbuese  I  will  ofvn  that  he  does  not  pleasn 
mty  I  hear  him  repeat  soneliines  in  compMiy;* 
aod  among  other  Itinlts  think  his  prooanoiation 
ta»  muck  affteted,  and  bit  voice  so  quavering- 
that  it  gives  an  antic  and  rxdieuloai  'air  to  his  d^ 
olaination." 

Sloebwas^tbe  picture  that  my  sweetheart  drew  of 
this  honorary  stage-player,  who  was  retdly  in  bia 
ckpoctment  die  most  haughty  mortal  I  had  ever 
seeUk    He.plag^  the  orator  too»  and  did  not  f«U  m 
(srodncn.  from,  bia  bndgel  twm  or  three  stories^ 
which  he  nttered  with  a  studied  air  of  solenmiQiu 
Oa  the  other  band,  tha  actresaes,  and  acUNNi  who 
ddnot  cone  there  to  held  thein  toagiies,,wi»er  noli 
silent;  hm  began  to  talk  oflhtsir  abMmt  oomradcn^. 
not  in  a  very  charilable  manner  indeed  r  but  tbie 
must  be  pardaned  in  jriayeraaa  well,  as  in  authoisii. 
The  oonyematson,  therefofei;kindling  agiunst  theis 
naigbboui^  ^  Ton  cannot  gaess».  huites  (said;  Rosi?* 
miro).  a  new  piece  of  finesse  o£  enr  dear  cojifedraaUr 
Cesarino.      He  this  morning  purcha^d  silk  4toek^. 
ing^tibbona^  and  Inee,  which  be  ofdened  a  pagn  to 
bmg  u»  iher  rehearsal,  an.  if  sent  by-  a  certain  oonm- 
tnsi^"-^«^  Slicb«  pieooof  kn^veisr !  (said  Sigaond^^ 
Ventolavia^  with,  a  sitty^  vainisknpar)  them  w«i  nok 
sHok^.  deoeit  in  my  time :  we  never  dr«Munto£  com* 
poskigsncb  stories  ;  the  Indies  of  quettQr,.  uNked^ 
mnedl  ut  the  invention  by  matong-  the  pmbfm. 
ttemeelves:  it  was  their  firncy.'*— '"^ Zooks I  (said 
Ricaado)  thegr  bam  that  fancy  still  ;.aAd  wmI  nar* 
laitted  to  esplhin  iiqrsdf*-4Hit  one  arast  ha  Mifenfe 

Vol.  I. .  2% 


Oil  AaMwrtof  adrenturew^  cspetially  wfaen  penow 
of  certain  rank  are  concerned." 

^  Gendemen  (said  Florimonda,  interrupting  him, 
tra^e  with  your  intri^es,  if  you  please ;  they  are 
very  well  known  to  all  the  world,  and  let  as  talk 
<rflnienia«  They  say  that  nobleman,  who  has  spent 
so  much  money  upon  her,  has  left  her  at  last."— 
**  Yes,  truly  (cried  Constantia^  and,  I'll  tell  yon 
more ;  she  has  lost  a  little  citizen,  whom  she  cer* 
talnfy  would  have  mined.  I  know  the  foandatioB 
of  the  whole  affair :  her  Mercury  comrnitted  a  ter« 
rlble  blunder,  by  carrying  to  the  nobleman  a  letter 
she  had  wrote  to  the  cititen,  and  gi^i^S  ^^  ^^ 
die  billet  intended  for  the  lord." — "  These  are  great 
losses,  my  dear,"  (replied  Florimonda.)-^*'  Oh !  as 
for  the  nobleman  (said  Constantia)  there  is  no  great 
matter ;  he  has  spent  almost  his  whole  estate :  but 
tb^  citizen  had  just  began  his  career,  and  haid  never 
passed  through  good  hands,  which  is  a  tbonsand 
pities." 

In  this  manner  they  discoursed  before  dinner^ 
and  their  conversation  turned  on  the  same  subjects 
while  they  were  at  table.  But  as  I  should  never 
have  done,  if  I  undertook  to  repeat  all  the  express 
sions  full  of  malice  and  follv  which  I  heard,  I  hope 
the  reader  will  excuse  me  A>r  suppressing  them,  io 
order  to  describe  the  reception  of  a. poor  devil  ol 
an  author,  who  came  in  towards  the  end  of  the 
repast 

Our  page  came,  and  said  ahnid  to  Us  mistress,  * 
*'  Madcun,  a  man  in  marvettous  foul  linen,  bedag- 
gled  all  over,  and  who,  so  please  yon,  looks  very 
much  Mke  a  poet,  wants  to  speak  wkh  you."--*' 
^*  Show  htm  up  (ansiv;ered  Arsenia  i)  don't  stir,  gen-* 
tiemen,  'tis  but  an  author."  Sure  enough  it  waa. 
one,  whose  tragedy  had  been  received,  and  who 
brought  a  part  for  my  mistress.  He  was  called 
Pedro  de  Moya,  and,  -  as  he  entered,  made  fiifv  or 
six  profound  bows  to  the  company,  who  ndther  got 
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\^  ^aof  jreconied  hU  ccmsplioieiit  Anenia  mljf  ^ 
amwered  his  profusion  ot  civility  bv  a  slight  in* 
diaatiou  of  her  head*  He  advanced  into  the  rooni| ' 
trembling  and.  confused,  and  let  his  gloves  and 
ck>ak  fall,  which  having  taken  up,  he  approached 
my  mistress,  and  presented  to  her  a  paper  with* 
more  respect  than  that  of  a  coansdlor,  when  he 
delivers  a  petition  to  a  judge ;  saying,  ^'  Be  so 
good,  Madam,  as  to  accept  of  tUs  part,  which  I 
take  the  liberty  to  ofier."  She  received  it  in  a  cdd 
and  disdainful  manner,  without  ever  deigning  to 
answer  his  compliment 

This,  however,  did  not  discobrage  our  author, 
who,  making  use  of  this  opportunity  to  distribute 
the  different  parts  of  his  play,  gave  one  to  Rosi- 
miro,  and  another  to  Florimonda,  who  did  not  trtet 
him  a  whit  more  courteously  than  Arsenia  had 
done.  On  the  contrary,  the  player,  naturally  very 
obliging,  as  these  gentlanen  comlnonly  are,  in- 
sulted him  with  the  most  cutting  raillery,  which 
Pedro  de  Moya  felt,  but  durst  not  retort,  lest  his 
piece  should  suffer  for  his  imprudence.  *  He  retired, 
therefore,  without  speaking,  but  sensibly  touched, 
as  I  perceived,  with  his  reception ;  and  I  believe 
that,  in  the  bitterness  of  his  resentment,  he  did  not' 
fail  to  curse  within  himself  the  players,  as  they 
deserved ;  and  they,  when  he  was  gone,  began  lo 
tt>eak  of  authors  with  great  disrespect  "  Signor  Pe« 
dro  de  Moya  (said  Florimonda)  did  not  seem  t^* 
go  away  well  satisfied.'' 

*<  Pshaw,  Madam  (cried  Roaimivo)  don't  diitntb' 
vourself  about  that :  authors  are  not  worth  notice/ 
if  we  should  treat  them  on  an  equal  footing,  il 
would  spoil  them.  I  know  these  sorry  gendemen  ^ 
they  would  soon  forget  themselves.  l«et  us,  there*' 
fore,  use  them  like  slaves,  and  we  need  not  feai 
that  we  shall  tire  their  patience  :  for  thou^  tfa^ 
displeasure  may  detach  them  from  us  sometimes, 
the  fury  of  vnnting  will  bring  them  back,  and  th^ 
will  think  themselves  very  happy,  provided  we' 
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MgB  to  act  their  perfi>mwnces.''«^*'  Toa  are  li 
the  rif^t  (said  Anenia)  we  only  lose  those  mvAort 
wheic  foilDiics  we  have  made ;  for  aa  soon  as  we 
JiKfe  ptoctired  a  good  settlement  for  them,  idleness 
tabes  possession  of  them,  and  they  work  no  mora. 
Luckily  the  company  doa't  break  their  hearts,  aad 
thejMiUic  b  no  loser  by  their  slocb.'' 

These  fine  observations  were  mach  applauded, 
add  it  was  detertfaoed,  that  authors,  notwithstand^ 
lagtibe  i)l*treatBieot  they  recetvse,  owed  their  all  to 
the  players,  wbo,  therefove,  claimed  the  superiority 
over  them,  and  certes  they  couU  not  despise  thear 
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Ths  company  remained  at  table  until  die  boi  r 
afrived  of  going  to  the  theatre,  whither  &€f 
repaired  in  a  boify.  i  followed,  and  once  more  sa^ 
the  play,  which  gave  me  inch  pleasure^  that  f 
resolved  to  take  the  same  opportunity  every  day; 
Ib  this  I  did  not  fiul,  and  insensibly  became 
recomriled  to  the  actors;  such  is  the  force  o| 
CHBtomt  I  was  particularly  charmed  with  those 
who  ranted  and  distorted  themselves  most  upon 
the  stage,  and  was  not  at  all  singular  in  this  way 
uf  thinking. 

The  beeiity  of  tbo  performance  touched  me  no 
lest  thaot  the  manner  of  representadon :  I  was  qurCe- 
transported  with-  some  of  them ;  and'  among  the 
rest.wua  pindigiously  fond  of  those  where  all  die 
carfinals,  or  the  twelve  peers  of  France,  iq[)peared. 
I  nmember  that  in  two  days  I  got  by  hearta  whole 
cosaedy,  endded.  The  Queen  of  Flowers.  The 
Base,  udio  was  qoeeni  had  the  Violet  for  her  confi- 


(I^ftte,,  ^od  the  Jeas^iniiie  for  Im  ufber^'  Isbqiig)^ 
nqitlung  could  be  more  lngem6us,tbaQ  these  workii 
Which  I  imagined  did  a  great  dea^  of  bouoar  tp  ibe 
taste  of  our  nation.  .     .    ' 

I  not  only  adorned  my  memory  with  the  bright* 
est  passages  from  these  dr^atic  XDa&ter7piecea ; ) 
set  about  bringing  piy  taste  to^perfectipn ;  which  y^ 
accompFish,  I  listened  ^th  a  greedy  attention  V^ 
all  that  die  players  said.  If  they,  praised  any  g^r- 
formance*  1  ^^teeijaed  it ;  and  whatsoever  ip^t.wilb 
their  disapprobation  was  inimediately  despise^  bV 
ine.    T  thought  they  were  ^  ,s^f<:d  in  jDlays  i^ 

Swellers  are  m  diamonds*  Neverth^esS)  Pedro.d* 
foya'^s  tragedy  had  great  succesSi  although  tb«jf 
had  prognosticated  its  damqatim*  Bat  fvea  tl4i 
could  not  make  me  suspect  their  judgmept ;  and  I 
chose  rather  to  believe  that  the  public  waited 
common  seuse^  than  to  doi;^bt  of  the  C9)[i4>apy's 
infallibility,  f  was  assured,  however,  finom  all 
quarters,  ibkt  those  new  pieces  of  which  ibf 
players  had  no  good  cmioion  wQre  usually  yery 
much  applauded  y  and  thsj^/on  the  contrary,  tboaf 
which  they  received  with  approbation  were  comt 
monly  hissed  by  tl^e  audience.  I  was  told  th^t  U 
was  a  maxim  with  theip  to  jadgf^  ^roiifpiisly  pf 
the  works  that  we;re  pr^sen^ed  to  tbem>«  an4  Wflf 
Wormed  of  a  thousand  iDst^cief|Wber£  tb/i^^mice^ 
belied  their  det^i;nunatiQn^  biU  a^  these  propb 
were  scarce  sufficient  ,to  disabuse  ^npy  wdariitqjod^ 

I  shall  never  forget  what  happened  o^e  day  m 
the  first  rep^resentationof  a  new  comedy,  which  the 
players. had  Dronouncea  cpl^  ai^.  tediouf,.  %bi^ 
actupll^  t|iOught  uppaissable.  Ip  .th^se .  sentw^fiti 
they  perforoi^ed  the  ^;;st  ^t^  thyu  m«t  with  jffeu 
applause,  which  (}uite  ^tstqiiished  tbfiu^  The  s^ 
coqd  act  w^  f  If^jeq^  ^  s^till  better  received  than 
pie  '^st :  ^pqp  which  the  actors  werp  ^nfoiud<34» 
^'  How  t^  devil !  ("said  Rosimiro^,  is  it  possible  thai 
thifi  comedy  should  ta{ie !"    At  laat .they  aOed  tba 
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lUfd,  wUcb  gsve  more  pleuare  than  tbe  Ciro  ftp- 
mer.  **  I  can't  comprebend  tbe  meaning  <^  thk 
(mid  Bicardo  0  we  ima^^ed  that  diit  piece  would 
not  please,  yet  every  body  it  charmed  with  it"-^ 
**  Gendemen  (taid  one  of  them  very  plainly)  the 
reason  it,  beoraie  there  are  a  thousand  strokes  of 
wit  in  the  performance  wUch  we  have  not  obsenr 
ed.'^  » 

I  no  longer,  therefore,  looked  upon  the  players 
at  excellent  judges,  but  became  a  jutt  appraiter  of 
teir  merit :  ai^,  indeed,  they  jnttifiea  to  a  dtde 
tdl  the  ridicnle  they  met  with  from  the  world  :  for 
tome  of  the  actors  and  actresses  were  pddy  with 
tpplanse  |  and  considering  themselves  as  objects  of 
admiradon,  thought  they  bestowed  a  favour  on  the 
public  when  diey  deigned  to  play.  I  was  shocked 
at  their  Ikults,  bat  unhappily  too  well  pleased  with 
tlieir  wajr  of  life ;  so  that  I  plunged  into  debauch- 
ery* llow  could  it  be  odierwise  f  Their  conversa- 
tion was  pemiciout  to  youth,  and  aU  I  saw 
contributed  to  corrupt  my  morals:  had  I  been 
wnorant  of  what  passed  at  the  houses  of  Casilda, 
Constanda,  and  the  other  players,  diat  of  Arsenia't 
idone  wat  but  too  capable  of  undoing  me :  for, 
besides  die  old  noblemen  I  mentioned,  there  came 
thither  beans,  young  heirt  whom  ntarert  enabled  to 
qiend  money,'and  sometimes,  also,  farmers  of  the 
revenue  were  admitted,  who,  far  from  beinff  grati- 
fied for  their  presence,  as  diey  are  in  their  own 
assemblies,  were  obliged  to  pay  through  the  note 
for  their  reception. 

Florimonda,  who  Eved  hard  by,  dined  and  sup* 
ped  evenr  day  with  my  mistress ;  and  peojde  were 
turprised  at  the  friendship  that  seemed  to  uiutt 
them.  It  aiibrded  matter  of  astonishment  to  wH 
coquets  live  together  in  such  good  intdligence} 
and  every  body  ima^^ed  diat,  soon  or  late,  ibef 
would  quarrel  about  some  gallant  But  the  world 
was  very  much  mistaken  in  these  per&ct  friends, 
who  were  jmned  by  the  most  tolid  afiedion.    I»- 
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^tmA  of  bm;  jmfom  of  pne  ^otliei:,  JSk^  q(hisr 
riMHfiepy  th^riive^  m  comiQoii^;  and  chose  n^Uief* 
llo.flbur^  tbe  spoils^  ^laiL  fooliihly  dispute  about  tlif 
jaclinadoii^.^tfae,meii^..(    .  .  .    ,   ..  t 

.  Ifaunty  by  tbie  ej^ple.  ot  jdi^fle  iUustPipuB  a^^ 
.  iatasy  iiiadsU^e  best  cu  her: y^jath  to<^:  and  h  waa 
not  without  reason  she  baci  told  me^atl  si{9u)|^ 
see  strange  things  :  however,  I  affec|ed  to  be  quite 
easy ;  because  I  had  promised  to  adopt  the  uncon- 
cern of  a  player  .9i\*su<;b,  oci^^ioi^fl^fapd  thus  I  dis- 
sembled for  some  days,  contenting  myself  with 
asking  the  names  of  the  men  with  whom  I  found 
her  particularly  engaged.  She  always  answered 
that  it  was  an  uncle  or  cousin.  Heavens !  what  a 
crowd  of  relations  she  had.  Sure  her  family  was 
more  numerous  than  that  of  King  Priam  :  and  the 
jade  did  not  even  confine  herself  to  her  uncles  and 
cousins ;  but  also  went  abroad  frequently  in  order 
to  allure  strangers,  by  actbg  tbe  widow  of  quality 
at  the  house'  of  the  old  woman  whom  I  mentioned 
before.  lA  short,  Laura  (to  give  the  reader  a  just 
and  precise  idea  of  her)  was  as  young,  as  hand- 
some, and  as  much  a  coquet  as  her  mistress,  who 
bad  no  other  advantage  over  her  than  that  of 
diverting  the  town  in  public.  I  was  borne  down 
by  the  torrent  for  three  weeks,  during  which  I  gave 
myself  up  to  all  manner  of  debauchery :  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  must  observe,  in  tbe  midst  of  my 
pleasures,  I  was  frequently  seized  with  sentiments 
of  remorse  that  proceeded  from  my  education,  and 
embittered  all  my  enjoyments.  V  ice  could  not  get 
the  better  of  these  warnings,  which  augmented  m 
proportion  as  I  became  more  debauched,  and,  by  the 
effect  of  a  happy  disposition^  I  began  to  abhor  the 
disorders  of  a  theatrical  life.  *'  Ah,  wretch !  (said  I 
to  myself)  is  it  thus  thou  fulfillest  the  expectation 
of  thy  family  f  Was  it  not  enough  to  cheat  it  by 
choosing  another  employment  than  that  of  Ji  tutor  ? 
Does  thy  servile  condition  hinder  thee  from  living 
fike  an  honest  man.^  or  does  it  become  thee  to  live 
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amoiig*  tUck  tbnen  ?  wmm  of  tHibrti  wet  ptkkmi, 
hj  tAvy^  rage,  and  avarice ^wliibt  oAen  tai% 
iMtaiihed  all  Benie  of  shame;  llese  are  abattdimed 
bj  btemperaace  and,  sloth;  and  diose  indalga 
mehr  pride  even  to  an  ezceat  of  intolenee.  I  am 
fHoheif  and  irill  no  longer  dwdl  #idi  die  ieten 
deadly  ibs*^ 
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M.  » 


A  REMNANT  of  honour  and  religioo,  wbicli  I 
did  not  fail  to  preserve  amidst  such  corruption  ^ 
morals^  made  me  resolve  not  only  to  leave  Arsenia, 
but  also  to  break  off  all  correspondence  with  Laii- 
ra,  whom,  however,  I  could  not  help  loving,  though 
I  was  sensible  of  her  flagrant  infidelity.  Happv  is 
he  who  can  thus  profit  by  those  moments  of  refleo- 
tion  that  interrupt  the  pleasures  which  engross  faif 
attention !  Early  one  morning  I  bundled  up  my 
clothes,  and  without  clearing  with  Arsenia,  who 
was,  indeed,  little  or  nothing  m  my  debt,  or  takmg 
leave  of  my  dear  Laura,  I  quitted  the  house  where 
1  had  breathed  nothing  but  the  air  of  debauchery ; 
and  I  had  no  sooner  performed  such  a  good  acti€»n 
than  heaven  rewarded  me  for  it,  by  throwing  me 
in  the  way  of  the  steward  of  Don  Matthias  my  late 
master.    Having  saluted  him,  he  knew  me,  and 
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Stopped  to  enquire  if  I  was  in  any  senrice :  to 
which  I  answered,  that  I  had  been  sJiout  a  minote 
or  two  out  of  place :  for  that,  after  having  lived 
about  a  month  with  Arsenia,  whose  behaviour  I  did 
not  lilie,  I  had  left  her  of  my  own  accord,  in  order 
to  preserve  my  innocence.  The  steward,  as  if  he 
had  been  scrupnloas^rrfigi^us, 'approved  of  my 
delicacy,  and  told  me  that,  since  i  was  a  young 
man  of  such  honour,  he  would  make  it  his  business 
to  setde  me  in  an  advantageous  place.  He  per- 
formed his  promise,  and  that  very  day  introduced 
nje  into  the  jsemce  of  D<yi  Vin/ceot  de  puyif an, 
idwAafa^  4aA  obe'ef  his  icquiiiafctice^  *  '  ' 
I  could  not  have  got  into  a  better  family,  and 
therefore  had  no  cause  to  be  displeased  with'  my 
situation  in  the  sequel.  Don  Vincent  was  a  very 
rich  old  nobleman,  vipho  inW  lived  many  years  witb- 
out  law-suit  or  wif^.;.  the  physicians  having  deprived 
him  of  his  spouse,  by  endeavouring  to  free  her  of  a 
cough,  which  she  might  have  preserved  much 
longer  had  she  abstained  from  their  prescriptions. 
Instead  of  Quarrying  again,  he  ha4  applied  b|m|^ll 
w^lly  totheefhicatioti  of  Auroral,  lifs  only  daugb- 
Wj  *who  wa^  then,  goihe  in  her  fifix-aiid-twentieth 

BV  ind'JuStlJr  passed  for  an  accomplished  young 
,  for,  with  an  uncomWion  share  of  beauty,  she 
ah  excellent  genius  periectly  well  cultivated. 
'Her  father,  though  he  was  no  conjurer,  possessed 
the  happy  talent  of  mahagin^  his  affairs  to  the  best 
advantage;  but^had  one IVtiiTt,  which-  however,  is 
jWfrflonaWe  rrt  oM  men.    H^  delighted  in  talking, 
•frtid,  above  all  thfrngs,  of  war  and  bloodshed.       if 
arrybody  was  so  dmortcipafe  as  to  touch  that  string 
In  hh  pr^sefn^e,  be  instaAd^  set  the  trumpet  to  his 
•mouth  v^indth^'hekrers  were  very  happy  if  they 
*got'bff'fcr  tliift  relation  of  two   sieges  and  three 
batliles.     As  he  bad  spedt  two-thirds  of  his  life  in 
ttte  &rmy,  his  mettioty  was  an  inexhaustSble  source 
'M*diffi^entaciions,  which  were  not  always  listened 
to  with  the  same  applause  which  he  felt  in  recount- 
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UM  %i^s  very  pKrik,  #Uieii  reD^tiMd  his  iMMpr  «f 
Ml«tlfl|^  wry  diMMMttUe.  <Mier«4ie  |  mv# 
knew  a  nobleman  of  a  better  character.  Ht  Iwd  d 
^reat  deal  of  eqiianitflity,  and  ^»ai  nekbet  panlon- 
Me  nor  wtitniBiGal :  a  chrciiiiutaiioiEi  wUeh  I  adidlPel 
v^  nadi  in  ti  toiM  of  qOttHhi*.  Tboiigk^heiratit 
^rbod  ^ecbnomiM,  he  kept  an  adtfowrabwIicMe,  hb 
domcSitietf  coMiwtitig  bf  «eve#*I  fooweii  mai  tbvit 
ironien  %ho  wailed  Mi  Anroinu  I  ioon  pimifii 
llikt  ttie  steward  of  OoH  ICaithiat  ^had  pfowntt  A 
j|t>od  pott  fbf  ime,  and  bebt  tM'aiy  enmnvowt  e^ 
maintkin  myeetf  in  it ;  fctir  tfrfi  povpMe'I  begaift^y 
teconnoitrfng  tne  groiUMf  toni  it|  imyinif  -tMi 
ffifei^t  hmiioafii  erf*  ^yery  bodyib  die  fcMlyt 
fti^n,  regiAating  inv  conduct  by  the  obMrvmlaMl 
Made,  it  #as  tM^  ionp beferel  MMcquiMd  ihe  jgiMd 
trW  ^my  masker,  and  dl  Ms  serVaflii« 

Wlicftt  I  hk4  been  about  a  noMh  in«DMi  ViH^ 
tetiiH  tkMy,  I  thought  I  perceiti>ed  Ihal  4ii§  dmb^ 
lef  dfttingnuhed  me  ttoin  M  tbe  rtjbt  ^th«'tMMl 
Hi  %e  hoitteJ  Always,  When  her  eyes  w^^  IbuA 
tipon  me,  I  remarked  a  0DH  of  complaisanbe  to  hsr 
dMinlfenance,  -wMch  Icoald  not'obsen^  w4ita  sbt 
looked  at  my'Mk^.  Had  i  ae«  'Uvid  tMhOBg 
%eaos  ittd  pfayen  it  woiiM  nerer  lMMre«Mie4nto 
%iy  head  to  tmagfae  4iiit  Aarora  oottld  <hsik  df 
Ine ;  bnt  I  was  ft  good  d^l  spoiled  among  tbeie 
jgetidtjmen,  #ho  are  seldom  tict^emely  dettMne  ib 
their  sentiments  of  die' most  tfrtnoaa  kdiet;  ^  If 
(taitti  to  mysidf)  we  may  believe  Adse  stagt-fhgF- 
ers,  they  ate  somedmes  benefited  by  the  iHdsM<l5 
#bich  women  df  qoalityni^  suMect  '  Alndte^fb 
I'  know  that  my  mistress  is  ftee  mm  sueh  ewpik^f 
Wo  ?  (add^d  I)  I  cannot  believe  4t.  Sire  is  nMlM* 
of  ^s«  messUiiias^  who,  belymg  ih«  phde-of  < 
Urth,  hnmble  thck*  siffeddons  so  unW^rdity; 
^o  the  diHt,  send  dbtMkket  thesoseliM  •  wMi4m 
lilushing.  But  radier  otte  of  those  viiMMtt,  IhMggb 
tender  yoong  ladies,  whoi  Mlsfed  mUk  die  hs  mil 
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pMMpbfd  bgr  hm^m^^  ifadur  incKp>iipn»t>mte  m 
fttrMpk  rfiiipiring  m  wttUai  of  «atertaijDiDg.a  <fe* 
linfti  iNuMOB,   «6ch  yidUb  Mnwement  wilhool 

Thtie  wdpevy  iviiiaieiits  of  my  oiiatreM,  ihongh 
I  ^  Hot  luiow  pvecisely  bow  to  interpi?^  ber  h€k$r 
yiont^  Id  the  meaq  time,  m  o&ea  m  she  saw  m«^ 
ite.dU  aot  &it  to  iimle  aad  express  Joy.  in  ber 
mouimtmm ;  so  tbn^.  without  passiiig  fiur  a  fool. 
My.  ami  might  hate  been  cosDwed  by  such  Omt 
»lHwngaiwy$:  I  ibeieftve  <tuld  nwst  them  no 
hofgtg ;  bttt  €Owl«ded)  that  Aurora^  was  strooglv 
fip^rated; with  aiy  merit;  and  looked  upon  mysel* 
ai.oae  of  those  happy  doonestics  whose  .servitude  if 
^wiMteaed  by  love.  That  I  might  ajq^ear  io  some 
mearase  less  mur ordiy  of.  the  favour  wbiich  my 
gaod  Arlaoe  bai  proouffd  ibr  mie,  I  began  to 
take  more  caeaof  my  penoa  than  I  had  evar  done 
b«f#re:  I  epent  aU  tbe  money  I  h|ul  in  lioen, 
oNfMeSy  luMl  pomatums :  .the  firet  thing  I  did  of  «i 
moroing  was  to  dress  and.  perfume  myself,  that  I 
might  net  M>pear  in  dishabille  before  my  misdpess; 
Mid.  with  this  attention  to  mj  exteriors^  and  other 
ahrs,  1  assnmed,  in  order  to  please,  I  flattered  n^- 
self  that  my  happiness  was  not  far  o£ 

Among  Aurora's  women  tbein  was  one  called 
.Onii,  an  old  gentlewoman  who  had  lived  moie 
4ban  twenty  years  in  the  &mily,  and  mirsed  Don 
Vwoent's  daughter,  whom  she  still  served  in  qua- 
Hty  of  a  doenna,  though  she  no  longer  performed 
thcf  disagreeable  part  of  that  fonctioo;  but,  oa  tbe 
rooniniry,  .insfi^  of  discovering,  as  formeriy,  the 
netioni  of  Aurora,  ber  sole  business  now  F^  to 
conceal  them.  One  evenbg  Dame  Orti«,  having 
fiwnd  an  opportunity  of  sfMaUiig  to  me  withqiit 
being  ovarb^cd,  u4d  me  soAly,  that  if  I  was  wise 
aarii  dieemet,  I  would  be  in  the  garden  at  midnigh|| 
.'■ihtBQfl  sbottld'.be  infofmed  of  things  which  t 
•MmnW  not.be  soery  to  hear.  I  answered,  sqoeea-, 
ftbe  duffme'ft  bnnd^  that  I  wou^  not  fall  iq  bf 
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pne  jkaA  we  parted  inunedkitHyfor  fiw^oMMb^f 
sarpriiied.  Heaved  !  hoir  did  ihe  tiaie  hang  mf 
my  hands  from  dsat  iMtiadt  to  supper  (wMeh  iwrnafi 
AtniHy  was  always  dver  to  p^bSi tiOie'^ValMl  frott 
Ketii^ t0  liiy  nMcar V goito^ to  bed  T  (EvferyiUMB 
ntfem^  ^o-drag  ton  wUbr  e^tmerdlMiy  iiiMi>iMM^ 
and,  to  ctoWB  niy  cbagrln,  wlieft  I>m  ViaceM 
fetited  to  Ills  bMUdiattAer,  nHteed'Of^foiiig'tiiTM/ 
he  began  to  fight  over  again  all  Mtf  ^campaigfis  ia^ 
FoHagal,  iHth  WU^b-he  -had  so  ofleii>  Mbnaoil'me 
before*  But  ^bfie  AiDg'Whieh  he  had*  iM'iw  idapd 
U^erto/  atod  rescued  for  Ato  tf^euirig^  wag  to  tell 
aie-  the  iisuti«S''o<^s^ the  oAeevs  who  had^dMtJai 
giu>shed  themsdves'in  faili  tkne,  and  eiP«i^«»  raeattm 
Ihebr  eiptoifts.  Whtft  did  I  sud^  in  honiwihinl  ti(. 
M  etd, !  He  left  off  speakfaig,  howevisr^  at  mwV«mI 
gotidto  bed.  Upon  whioh  1  went  hilaAo  lildp 
elbs4^  wbei^ I  dept,  from  whence dieta  wtk apaa* 
imf^f  by  a  pair  of  back  ecairs,  into  the  garden^  and 
aiiointed  my  whole  body  with  eesence :  I  ihen  put 
itti  a  clean  shirt  stvmtgly  peiftfmed,  -and  hami^ 
iMglected  nothing  which  I  thought  osightdaMa 
die  pMiden^  of -my  mistress,  weal  difac^to'  the 
phice  of  assignadoQ, 

j  Not  findk^  Ortis  Aere,  I  condndedy  that)  daai 
Wftb  wailing  for  me^'  she  had  rcltaraed  lo-lMa 
tpairtment,  and  that  the  hiippy  mimite  watf  past*  I 
blamed  Tkm  Vincent  for  i^  and  w  i  wascarsiiig 
his  campargns,  heard  it  stHhs  ten*  This  sMMk  aia 
heKeve  thai  the  ctoele  went  wrong,  for  I  waa  pav^ 
tuaidM  thai  it  was  at  least  an  boor  paH  midni^ilpl 
bat  I  was'SO  happily  ndstaiken,  that,  a  goodqaartsv 
tof  an  hour  aAef  Ihii,  I  heurd  another  ck>ck  *$tmlm 
tM  agataL  '^'V^eryiwel  (said  I  to  myself)  i  faiw 
Imftwo  whole  hoors4o  daUce  s^mflaaca,  and  ihs^ 
AdI  hatenoeavsoto'cMiplaMrof  my'piiMtaaliflift 
What  must  wo'd^  till  fwelr^  f  Let  wtaba  a  tn 
In  tUe  gihhm,  and  cbnsidir  die  fMrti-  aariD  playl 
Which  is  a  pi^tty  'newaae  to  aia,  who^ata^tarti^a 
novice  in  die  vHdaos  of  woanen  of  qoali^    1  thai* 
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}  Ibim  ym  MCMl  witk  a  ifan$ar  air,  and 
to  ikt  point  wiihMt  ctvemoiiy }  but  we  man 
pa  WOllMv  wagr  t0  work  wiiLladiet  of  fiuhba :  tha 
firihiii^  I  teagioav  mast  be  poBn^  eomplainni 
taadec,  aad  JMpocifid,  thoag^iiot  tuBMwii :  iotiead 
af  cadeavMring  i»  humm  hk  oan  happiaeti  by  the 

w^^ww^^^p^ai    ^^v    ^^a^  *aa^^^H^M^^^K  ^^9  ^^^w    aMl^^as^^a  w^^  pPi^  ^^B    t^^^a^^ 

te  4iM  JMMMM  «r  ftwl^.» 

iyttpeioJI  to  mmnmmiih  Aaroim;  nmn&mdtia 
iaaigaelf  thai,  ia  a  little  tbiii,  I  «b^«U  hava  ibi 

^^VBB^v^BH^a  aMft*  ^^^^^v^^a  ^aa^i^^aa^  ^^^  p^^n  ai^^sa^ » ^a^^^  a^a  ^^^7  ^^^B 

%  thaaeiAl  paiiioiiata  fhiiMji  to  tbtit  aaiiaUe  ab* 
jflBi.  ll  >afaa  reaoUeeied  eS  the  p^mnfff^  ^  ^m 
itmilipmmt  wUch  might  ba*of  tpraice  to  ma 
dadaa.hoaoar  doriag  Mr  iaimiew ;  iaad  by  a 
lafala  appliftatam  of  tfaise.I  liopc4  (after  tbe 
eaampk  of  seme  pliyreit  whom  I  Imew)  to  pam  lor 
a  wit,  theogh  I  eould  ooly  b«Mt  of  a  aiempqf 
Abiodked  -m  tfaeae  .rtdeadoaa,  which  amused  my 
lamaiieMe  auMie  aneeablir  thaa  the  aiilitarv  itoriee 
alaymaimB,!  hmd  theelock  iinykaelinKeo;;upmi 
whidb  I  pbuged  again  into  my  rcaerie,  eometimm 
tpaJbiBgyaod  agmetiaiet  fitli»g  in  an  .artmar  at  the 
Aafthet  ted  «f.  the  gaiden.  .Tba  kmK*«ip«eMd 
boaji'af  twelve  at  lam  fiiwtk,  awl  in  aiew  amat^ 
Chdii,  as  .poacaml,  though  1ms  impaiiwil  IbeA  1 
appeaetf .  '^Sigpmr  GH  BIm  (said  ahe,  aceoetiiw 
ai^  bow  loaff  have  you  been  hmje?"  Ift^UedlKi 
bomr&  ^^  Ka  goad  sooth  (aud  she*  brnghmsi)  ^W 
aaey  eaacl;itlsa.|^lmiiare  to.Bmheanamigmif 
wjib^.  Traa, indeed. (emukmed^n with 
a.'emfeas  mt^  ma  eaanm.Miy  too  dear  lor  Af 
be^y  .tidtagi  :i  have  to  m  ymi«  Mgr  miitfmp 
wiim  tabavaieoase.pgiiaim^aspaBrsatiQii  sridi  jim^ 
Imill^sa^  aatflMft.  TbaemtlsAJeefatjmaeimvt 
leahi  tem  h^rsasmaaimtb.  FoHeir,me»«milwjB 
enmdiist  yea. into  beffiepatmeat*'  SomjmgtAe 
/    4awmi  took  me  by  the  bead,  mii  led  mt|.ia  |i 
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die  iMd  tlM  keji  into  At  chuiiber  of  to 
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I  SALirnoo  Anrorm,  whoai  I  finmd  hi  diibi* 
UBe,  in  die'  most  refpeetfiil  mMmer,  and  wiA  tfw 
ben  grace  I  coidd  put  on ;  and  the  received  mt 
with  a  smifing  air,  forced  me  to  sit  down  liy  httf 
and  bade  her  ambassadreM  retire  into  anodier  room. 
After  tins  pfelade,  widi  wfcicii  I  was  not  Ul  pleased^ 
site  addressed  lierself  to  me  in  Aese  woids:  ^  CM 
Bhs,  yon  most  have  peitieiTied  tiiat  I  lock  mm 
yM  in  a  fiivourable  light,  and  distingaish  yon  froM 
the  rest  of  my  firtlier's  servants  j  and  eveii|  thongk 
von  may  not  have  observed  by  my  looks  diat  t 
have  a  reaard  for  yoa,  die  step  I  have  taken  d^b 
ni^  wQl  leave  yon  no  room  to  doubt  it** 

I  gave  ber  no  time  to  proceed,  but  beKevlngdM 
I  ooght,  as  a  poKie  gendeman,  to  spai«  her  mo^ 
des^  die  pain  of  a  more  formal  exphnadon,  1 
stailled  np  m  a  transport,  and  thny#^  myself  al 
her  ftet,  like  a  stage  hero,  iriio  USm  on  Ins  kneet 
before  his  princess,  cried  in  a  tlieatrical  tone,  ^Ah, 
madam !  can  it  be  possible  diat  €KI  Bias,  kidievio 
die  foot-ban  of  fortme,  and  oatcast  of  natare,  h§d 
ipy  as  lo  have  inspired  yon  with  sendmentfi  ■» 
^on*t  speak  so  loua  (said  my  mistress,  laagUnp)^ 
yon  w31  awaken  my  women,  who  aee  asleep  in  mm 
neitraom.  Get  np,  lake  yonr  seat  again,  soMllMnr 
me  to  an  end,  without  interropdng  me.  Tes,  €MI 
Mas  (eondnned  she,  rssnming  her  gntvfcy)  I  am 
;^nr  weO^wisher ;  and  as  a  proof  of  mj  esteem^ 
irill  impart  to  yon  a  secret,  on  wUeh  Ae  upeee> 
<f  my  nfo  dMiends:  I  am  in  loe^  widi  a  yoang^ 
yndi'Bun  of  bitmyi  ftrtanti  wad  UlqitriDQS  Ufdi 


nanuy 
"Don* 


ADVWTURBS'  or  OIL  MAS, 

UftMiiK'is  Don  Lewis  Pacheco;  and  akbeotthli 
have  mm  hkk  len^bl  timet  in  the  Pradoy  kod  at 
public  shows,  I  have  never  spolce  to  him,  am  even 
Ignorant  of  has  character,  and  don't  know  but  he 
may  be  a  person  of  bad  moraliu  This  is  what  I 
want  to  be  informed  of;  and  having  occasion  for  a 
man  to  enquire  carefully  abont  his  reputation,  and 
bring  me  a  faithftl  aoccdtlnt  ofit,  f  make  choice  of 
you,  and  believe  Irun  no  risk,  by  entrusting  yon 
widi  thia  commisiioB).  in  which  1  hem  you  ¥fiU 
aMSt|tiit  yooraelf  with  so.  much  discretion  and  od*- 
drass,  that  I  shaU  licver  repent  of  having  made  you 
Qiy  coflfidattt" 

.  Hare  my  mistress  lefVoff  qpeaking,  in  order  to 
Idnow  ^hftt  answer  Iiwoiild  make ;  and  I,  though  at 
irsC'disconctrted  at  being  so  disag]?eeably  uode-. 
eeived,  'quidkly  Iredollectied  myself,  and  surmount^ 
iag  the  shame,  whioh  is  always  the  concomitani 
«f  unslaccessiid  vasboess,  expressed  so  mudi  seai* 
ftr  4lte  itdy's  iatertsts,  and  devoted  myself  with 
$0  nmdk  ardour,  to  faeraervice,  that,  though  abe- 
might  still  continue  to  think  that  I  had  foolishly 
iattered  oiyself  with  having  made  an  impression 
on  her  heart,  she  saw  vcfiry  wdl:that  I  jLnevt  how* 
t>  make  amends  for  my  folly;  I  asked  but /two  • 
days  to  bring  her  an  hccoont  of  Don  Lewis ;  after 
wmch  Dame  OnisE,'bieJng  called  in  by  her.  mtstiress^l 
cotdncted  me  back  Jnto  the  gajxien,  aad.l^ft  ine! 
there,  after  Ithviag .  said,  f"  Good  nighty  Gil  Bha  f 
IJuiow  your  pmctuality.so  weQ,  that  I  oeed\not 
^to>aaiend  il  tei  yea  to  be.^urly  at  the  next  assig*r 


1  remmed  la  my  chamber,  no*  tHthoui'  aone; 
unathm  to.find  my  expeclaitionfi. balked:  nevef^: 
Adessy  I  was  wise  enough  to  seflect^  that  ;it  be*' 
omnelme  better  to  be  the  confidilnt  than  the  loval 
of  my  tniatress.i  1  considered  too,  that thismight 
twB.Ofit  tomy.advantage,  as  the  mesacngers  of 
hive  arcy  iMally^  <weD  paid^fcr  their  trouble ;  and* 
I  «rent la  brd|'  iiiji-fii|l  reeolntioai  to perfiicm  wha% 


Ateront  desired.  With  iUsyvw^  I.iPMt  lyhmtti 
next  day,  and  fomd  no  diffealty  in  learning/^ 
place  of  abode  of  eucli  a  ndted  cavalier  as  Dq» 
Lewis.  I  enquired  into  hit  chamcter  in  the  neighf 
bourhood  ;  bnt  thow  to  wlio»  I  applied  couU  nol 
fidly  sadffff  tny  ctirideity.  This  made  me  rofi^ 
my  enquiries  tiitfiAhmmg  day,  when  I  ma$  fflorfi  ^ 

snccessfiil.  Meeting  by  accident,  in  the  streeti  »  ^ 
yonng  ikian  of  my  acquaintance,  we.stoppsd  If 
chat  a  little,  and,  that  very  instant  a  fneiia  of  hift 
happening  to  pass,  made  up  to  us,  and  told  hi| 
comrade,  that  he  had  been  just  tmmed  away  by 
Don  Pacheco,  the  father  of  Don  I^wis,  on  insfiiy 
cion  of  having  drank  a  cask  of  wine  beUmging  U» 
his  master;  I  did  not  lose  such  a  f&ir  <^portQnJJgr 
of  being  informed  of  every  thing  I  wanted  to  know^ 
and  succeeded  so  well  by  the  questions  I  aslMl, 
that  I  went  home  very  well  satisfied  that  I  wm 
able  to  keep  my  word  with  my  misiressi.  I  wai  tQ 
see  her  again  the  next,  night,  at  the  same  hoiur  and 
in  the  same  manaef  as  at  first ;  bnt  I  .did  not  sufier 
to  much  disquiet  that  night,  knd  far.  iroai  bearipg 
the  conversation  of  my  old  master  with  impttieoce, 
I  introduced  the  subjects  of  hk  campaigns^  wailed 
for  twelve  with  the  utmost  trahqoiUily,  and  il  W9i§ 
not  until  i  had  heard  the  hoar  repealed,  by  seyfral 
clocks  that  I  went  down  intO'  the  garden^  void  of 
essence  and  perfumes,  resolved  for  the  fiitiife  If 
retrench  that  extravagance.  ;       i  .      . 

;  I  found  the  most  thisty  duenna  af  the .  leoilMf 
vous,  and  sb^  upbraided  me  in  a  satiricat  ma^MP 
for  having  abated  in  my  diligence.  I  made  4i# 
answer,  but  let  her  condnct  me  into,  the  ^mrlmeitf 
of  Aurora,  who,  as  soon  as  I  appeared,  asked  if  | 
had  got  good  intelligence  of  Don  Lemi  ?*«-^'  Y6% 
Vadam  (said  I)  and  you  shall  hear  it  in  twoiw^oidi^ 
In  the  first  place  I  most  teS.  yoa,  that  he  wiU  Ht 
out  very  soon,  on  his  return  to  Salamanca,  in  order 
Id  finish  his  stadias*,  He  is  a  yoiing  <;avali^jc  of 
honour  and  probity,  and,  being  a.  gentWaaa  ^ 


• 


M  Amvinntie  or  on*  «ui& 

teMttto^  titecitinigfruiifttio  be  doMbbri}  he  ||M| 
feirtdii,  a  gteat  deal  at  wi^  tadbifl  behavioi^  m 
^«ty  atfreeablt  t  fast  ifaal  wkicb,  i»erbapi,  yoa  vrill 
liatt llk«i0  hitt,  is  a  dU^Miitioii  too  miich  a-ikii^ 
to  thai  of  mmt  pf  oar  yoang  noUe^ieny  extraneljf 
MkMi.    Yo«  must  know  tbat,  youog  ^  he  is,  faif 
iis  already  hkd  two  actressts  in  keeping. — "  Is 
il  posAIe !  (cried  Atirora)beayeas !  what  vo^'ats  { 
But  are  you  certaia,  Gil  Bias,  ibat  be  lea4s  socb 
i  ficeotioailife  ?"--^  Oh !  I  d^'l  at  all  doubt  il, 
Il4danl  (t  tapUed ;)  I  waslofiKmed  by  a  valet,  who 
Wis  'turtted  oaa-of  bisaervjlBe  this  nuuroing;  and 
iCitvaiiii  aM  coanmoaly  very  sineere,  wbea  tbej 
USk  •of  ifaeir  mastar's  fiuiks  t  beiudei^  be  ^eep^ 
cMnpaiiy  mdi'DoB  Alexo  8(^ar,  Don  Autonip 
OenuAlHi  and  Don  Femand  de  Gaiaboa ;  aod  thai 
deoe  U  a  suficifot  demouslratioii  of  bb  liber- 
tilihnl.'**-*^^  Enough,  Gil  Bias  (said  mv  mif  tress 
l%Mag ;)  oBtbe caredit of  yosMr  reoort,  I  will  epos 
Imt  any  uBrtrorthy  pa8ik>%  wfaku,  though  it  has 
iiiMdy  lakan  deep  root  m  my  heart,  I  don't  de« 
iBudr  M  avetcome*    Go,  (added  9he,  givic^  me  a 
•Rde  parse  weU  tepkniihed)  ihece  is  ^ometbinjg 
ibr  your  trouble :  bearare  of  disclosing  my  seicre^ 
and  remember  Aait  I  depend  upon  yoiv  silence.*' 
-'  I  assur^  my 'ftustreii  thdt  we  alight  make  her** 
atlf  p^rlbcdy  easy  on  that  fcore,  fqr  I  m^M  the 
fi«rt»M#ales  *  of  trusty  valela.    After  this  assur- 
ance, I  withdrew,  very  laspatieut  to  know  die  cflot' 
main  of  the  purse,  fat  whidi  I  found  twenty  pis- 
lilia.    Thisasade  mebelieire  thatAmrorft  woqI4 
tevweavtsinly  given  me  more  had  l  broua^  Ifj^f 
agt^eaUe  tidiugs,  since  she  paid  me  so  hundsoin^ 
tbl*  sadi  a  mordf]m;pitce  of  news  :  and  I  i^pent- 
ml  that  1  had  not  imitaied  the  lawyers,  who  some- 
thttes  jpat  aglow  upon  the  truth,  in  tbe  practipe 
wf  tlmir  proftsmon :  I  ^as  aatfyfor  im,yiog  nipne^ 

*  HsrpoerstM,  smong  the  tndsntk,  mm  wSnhippad  as 
thsOedorWieact. 


> 
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m  the  bad  aa  intrigney  the  consequeiice  of  which 
might  iiave  been  very  advantageous  to  me ;  how- 
C9irer,  I  had  the  conmdation  to  see  myself  indemni- 
fied for  my  oneeasonable  eqpence  in  essences  and 
perfiimes. 


CHAPTER  m. 


Soon  after  this  adventorei  Siffnor  Don  Vincent 
happened  to  fall  sick ;  and  though  he  had  not  been 
in  sach  an  advanced  age,  the  83rmptoms  of  his  dis- 
ease were  so  vi<rfent,  that  we  had  reason  to  fear  a  fa- 
tal issue.  When  he  was  first  seised,  two  of  the  most 
famous  physicians  of  Madrid  were  sent  for.  One 
of  them  was  called  Doctor  Andros,  and  the  other 
Doctor  Oquetos,  who  having  examined  the  patient 
with  great  attention,  were  of  opinion,  that  the  hu- 
mours of  his  body  were  in  a  state  of  fermentation : 
but  in  nothing  else  could  they  ag(ree. — '^  We  must 
make  haste  (said  Andros)  and  imrge  oflf  the  hn- 
mours,  though  they  be  crude,  wnile  they  continue 
in  this  violent  agitadon  of  flux  and  reflux,  lest 
they  setde  upon  some  noble  part.'' — Oquetos,  on 
the  contrary,  maintained,  that  they  ought  to  wait 
Amt  die  concoction  of  the  humours,  before  they 
should  employ  a  catbartic.-^'^  But  your  method 
(resumed  die  first)  is  directly  opposite  to  that  of 
die  prince  of  medicine :  Hippocrates  orders  cathar- 
tics in  the  very  first  days  of  the  most  ardent  fever, 
and  says,  in  express  terms,  that  we  must  be  ready 
to  purge  when  the  humours  are  in  the  orgasm; 
diat  is  to  say,  in  a  state  of  fermentation." — **  Oh ! 
diere  yon  are  mistaken  (replied  Oquetos ;)  Hippo- 
ciates,  by  the  word  orgasm,  does  not  understand 
the  fermentadoiii  but  the  concoction  of  the  hu- 


• 


mours." 
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Upon  this,  the  doctors  grew  pusionate; 
repeated  the  Greek  text,  and  quoted  all  thote 
authors  who  had  explained  it  in  his  way;  the 
other,  relying  on  a  Latin  translation,  pronounoed 
it  in  a  tone  still  more  vociferous.  Which  of  them 
was  in  the  right  f  Don  Vincent  was  not  the  man 
to  decide  that  question ;  but,  seeing  himself  obliged 
to  choose,  bestowed  his  confidence  on  him  who  had 
dispatched  the  greatest  number  of  patients ;  I  mean 
the  eldest  of  the  two.  Andros,  therefore,  who  was 
the  younger,  withdrew,  not  without  darting  some 
strokes  of  raillery  at  his  senior,  on  his  interpreta- 
tion of  the  word  orgasm.  Oquetos,  who  remained 
triumphant,  being  a  man  of  Doctor  Sangrado's  prin- 
ciple, began,  by  ordering  his  patient  to  be  copionstjr 
blooded,  deferring  his  cathartic  until  the  hnmours 
should  be  concocted :  but  death,  who  withoot 
doubt  was  afraid  the  purgation  so  sagely  delayed 
would  deprive  him  of  his  prey,  prevented  the  con* 
coction,  and  carried  my  master  off.  Such  was  the 
end  of  Signor  Don  Vincent,  who  lost  his  life,  b^ 
cause  his  physician  did  not  understand  Greek ! 

Aurora  having  celebrated  her  father's  funeral,  in 
a  manner  suitable  to  his  birth,  took  possession  of 
his  estate,  and,  being  now  mistress  of  herself,  di»- 
missed  some  of  the  domestics,  with  rewards  .pro- 
portioned to  their  several  services,  and,  in  a  utde 
time,  retired  to  a  castle  which  she  had  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tagus,  between  Sacedon  and  Buendia* 
I  was  not  only  one  of  those  whom  she  had  retain- 
ed, and  carried  into  the  country  witli  her,  but  also 
had  the  good  fortune  to  become  a  necessary  person. 
Notwithstanding  the  faithful  report  I  had  made  to 
her  of  Don  Lewis,  she  was  still  in  love  with  that 
cavalier ;  or  rather,  finding  herself  unable  to  con* 
quer  her  passion,  she  had  abandoned  herself  en- 
tirely to  it ;  aud  being  no  longer  under  a  necessity 
of  taking  precautions  to  speak  with  me  in  private, 
"  Gil  Bias  (said  she,  sighing)  I  cannot  forget  Don 
Lewis  ;  in  spite  of  all  niy  cH'orts  to  banish  him 
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Iran  ndy  tboogkteyfae  19  sdU  present  in  my  itnagi^ 
jiation  I  not  such  as  thou  hast  painted  him,  plmiged 
hi'  all  sorts  of  debauchery ;  bnt  sneh  as  1  woold 
have  him  to  be,  tender,  amorous,  and  constant.^ 
•So  saying,  she  began  to  melt,  afidf  conld  not  help 
sheddlog'  some  tears ;  which  affected  me  so  much, 
that  I  could  scarce  refrain  from  weeping  also;  and 
i  could  not  make  my  court  to  her  more  effectually^ 
than  by  sympathizing  with  her  sorrow.—"  I  sec 
thou    hast   a  very  tend^  dispositidn,  my  friend 

i added  she,  after  having  dried  her  fair  eyes)  and 
am  so  well  satisfied  with  thy  zeal,  that  thott 
Gayest  depend  upon  beitig  well  reeonipensed* 
Dear  Gil  Bias,  I  have  more  occasion  now  than  ever 
for  thy  assistance.  I  will  disclose  to  thee  a  design, 
which  at  prestnt  engrosses  me^  and  which  dioa 
wilt,  no  doubt^  pronounce  very  capricious.  Know, 
that  I  intend  tq  set  oat  immediately  for  Salamanca^ 
where  I  will  disguise  myself'  Hke  a  cavalier,  and, 
uuder  the  name  of  Don  Felix,  get  acquainted  with 
Pacbeco,  whose  confidence  and  friendship  I  will 
endeavour  to  acquire :  I  will  ojften  speak  to  him 
of  Aurora  de  Guzman,  and  call  myself  her  cousin ; 
by  which  means,  he  will,  perhaps,  express  a  desire 
to  see  her ;  and  then  my  expectation  will  be  aoh 
kwered.  .We  will  have  two  difierent  loflgmgs  at 
Salamatica,  in  one  of  which  I  will  pass  for-  Don 
Felix,  in  the  other  for  Aurora,  aiid  presentiug  my- 
self to  the  eyes  of  Don  Lewis,  somethnes^  meta* 
morphosed  into  a  man,  and  sometimes  in  my  owa 
dress,  I  flatter  myself  that  I  shall,  by  desvee^ 
accomplish  my  purpose.  I  grant  (added  she)  that 
tfan  is  an  extravagant  ^heme ;  but  I  am  hurried 
away  by  my  passion,  and  the  innocence  of  my  in- 
tention; makes  me  insensiUe  ci  the  risk  I '  motft 
run." 

».  I  was  very  much  of  Aurora's  opinion,  with  regard 
to  the  nature  of  her  design :  nevertheless,  how  inn 
prudent  soever  I  jedged  it,  I  took  care  hot  to  act 
(be  pcdagogifet;  but,  on  the  contrary,  begaatogikl 
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the  i^II,  uid  andatook  to  prove  that  iMi  umA 
prc^t  was  no  more  than  an  agreeable  frolic,  that 
coiud  have  no  bad  consequence*  My  mistress 
was  pleased  with  this  construction ;  for  lovers  are 
charmed  with  flattery,  even  in  their  most  extra- 
vagant fancies.  We  now,  therefore,  looked  upon 
this  rash  enterprise  in  no  other  light  than  that  of 
A  comedy,  the  skilful  representation  of  which  it 
was  our  business  to  concert  Having  chosen  our 
actors  from  the  servants  of  the  famify,  the  parts 
were  distributed,  without  the  least  quarrel  or  dis*- 
lorbance ;  because  we  were  not  players  by  proles- 
don.  It  was  resolved  that  Dame  Ortis  should 
act  the  part  of  Aurora's  aunt,  under  the  name  of 
Dontia  Aimena  de  Guzman,  attended  by  a  ralet 
and  waiting-woman ;  and  that  Aurora,  dressed  like 
a  cavalier,  should  entertain  me  as  vsdet  de  cham- 
bre,  together  with  one  of  her  own  maids  in  the 
di^uise  otn  page,  to  be  always  about  her  person. 
The  characters  being  thus  regulated,  we  returned 
o  Madrid,  where  we  understood  Don  Lewis  still 
was,  but  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  he  would 
set  out  for  Salamanca ;  upon  which  we  ordered  the 
necessary  dresses  to  be  made  with  all  ^igence; 
and  when  they  were  finished,  my  mistress  caused 
Aem  to  be  conveniently  packed  up,  until  we  should 
find  a  proper  time  and  place  for  putting  them  on. 
Then  leaving  the  care  of  her  house  to  the  steward, 
she  set  out  in  a  coach  drawn  by  four  mules,  and 
took  the  road  to  the  kingdom  of  Lieon,  widi  aB 
those  of  hv  servants  who  had  parts  to  act  in  her 
performance. 

We  had  already  crossed  Old  Castile,  when  Ac 
axle-tree  of  die  coach  gave  way,  between  AvVa 
and  Villaflor,  about  three  or  four  hundred  paces 
Vom  a  castle,  which  we  perceived  at  the  foot  of  a 
wmntab.  As  night  approached,  we  were  not  a 
litde  embarraued,  when  a  peasant,  passing  by  ac- 
cident, rid  us  of  our  anxiety,  by  tellmg  us  that  the 
casde  which  we  saw  belonged  to  Donna  Ehrira^ 
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iridow  of  Don  Pedro  de  Fiaarcs,  a  kdy  tfhom 
chtnucter  he  extolled  so  much,  that  my  naistreia 
lent  me  to  the  castle,  to  beg  a  lodging  for  one 
night  Elvira  did  not  belie  toe  countryman^s  w* 
port,  but  received  me  with  great  affability,  and 
favoured  Aurora's  compliment  with  such  an  answer 
as  she  desired.  We  repaired  immediately  to  the 
castle,  whither  our  coach  was  dragged  slowly  by 
the  mules,  and  at  the  nte  met  Don  redro's  widow, 
who  came  out  to  receive  my  mistress.  I  will  jmss 
over  in  silence  the  civil  things  which  were  saia  on 
both  sides,  on  this  occauon,  and  only  observe^  that 
Elvira  was  a  lady  pretty  much  advaiM^ed  in  yean, 
but  verv  polite,  and  understood  how  to  pmorai 
the  duties  of  hoq>itality  as  well  as  any  woomui  in 
die  world.  She  conducted  Aurora  into  a  smnptn* 
oos  apartment,  where,  leaving  her  to  repose  a  few 
moments,  she  came  and  employed  her  attention  on 
the  most  minute  things  that  concerned  us.  AAe^* 
wards,  when  supper  was  ready,  she  ordesed  tbo 
doth  to  be  laid  in  Aurora^s  chamber,  where  they 
sat  down  together  at  table.  Don  Pedro's  widow 
was  not  one  of  those  people  who  cloud  the  honomr 
of  their  entertainments  with  a  pensive  and  discon- 
tented air :  she  was  of  a  gay  disposition,  and  sop* 
ported  the  conversation  in  an  agreeable  manner} 
expressing  herself  with  great  dignity  and  elegance* 
I  admired  her  understamling,  and  the  delicate  tnm 
of  her  thoughts,  which  seemed  to  charm  Aurora  aii 
well  as  me.  They  conceived  a  friendship  for  one 
another,  and  promised  to  mamtain  a  conespond* 
Mice  by  letters.  Our  coach  could  not  be  refitted 
^  the  following  day,  and  as  we  should  run  some 
risk  bv  setting  out  late,  it  was  determined  that  wo 
should  stay  at  the  castle  another  night  We,  in 
our  tnm,  were  served  with  a  profesion  of  victaals, 
and  our  beds  ivere  no  less  comfortable  than  oar 
meal. 

Next  day,  my  mistress  fonnd  new  charms  in  the 
conversation  of  Elvira,  with  whom  she  dined  in  a 
Vol.  I.  U 
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ko^han,  adorned  with  geverul  pictiires,  one  of 
wfaidi  was  remarkable  for  the  beauty  and  wonder- 
fbl  expression  of  the  figures,  though  it  represented 
a  very  tragical  scene  to  the  view.  A  dead  cavalier 
appeared  lying  «n  bis  back,  and  drowned  in  hift 
own  blood,  but  seemed  still  to  retain  a  menacing 
akr  even  in  death.  Near  him  lay  a  young  lady  in' 
another  attitude,  stretched  also  upon  the  gpround  y 
a  sword  was  seen-  plunged  in  her  bosom,  and  -  she' 
breathed  her  last  sighs,  fixing  her  dying  eyes  upon 
a  yonng  nan,  wbe  seemed  mortally  grieved  at  the 
h>ss  of  her.  The  painter  had  likewise  drawn  an**' 
other  ignite,  which  did  not  escape  my  attention  j 
lUs  was  an  old  man  of  a  good  mien,  who,  strongly 
aiee^  with  the  objects  that  struck  his  view,  dis^ 
coveted  as  ranch  sensibility  as  the  youth.  One 
would  have  thought  that  each  of  them  felt  the 
same  pangs  at  sight  of  these  dolefal  images,  bat 
that  each  received  the  impression  in  a  diferent 
manner.  The  old  man  seemed  overwhelmed  with 
ifae  profound  sorrow  in  which  he  was  plunged: 
bat  there  was  fiiry  mixed  with  the  afflicdoa-  of  the 
yoath^  The  psiinter  had  expressed  die  whole  with 
such  str^gth,  that  we  could  scarce  withdraw  our 
eyes  from  the  pcrfonnance;  My  mistress  having 
ajked  what  story  the.  picture  represented ;  *<  Madam 
(said  Elvira)  it  is  a  faithful  representadon  of  the 
misfortunes  of  my  family."  This  answer  excited 
the.  cariosity  of  Aurora,  who  expressed  such  an 
eager  inclination  to  know  more,  that  Don  Pedro's 
widow  could  nat  dispense  with  promising  her  the 
Aatis&ction  she  desired.  This  promise,  which  was 
made  before  Ortiz,  her  two  companions,  and  roe,- 
detained  tis  all  four  in  the  hall  after  dinner.  My 
mistress  would  have  sent  us  away,  but  Elvira, 
perceiving  that  we  longed  fervently  to  hear  the 
explanadon  of  the  picture,  had  the  goodness  t» 
bid  us  stay,  saying  that  the  story  which  she  was 
going  to  relate  was  none  of  those  that  required 
secrecy  *  and  immediately  began  in  these  words : 
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*  CHAPTER  IV. 

•  > 

RoosB,  king  qf  Sicily,  had  a  brother  and  a 
sister :  the  first,  called  Mainfroy,  revolted  against 
him,  and  lighted  up  a  dangerous  and  bloody  war 
in  the  kingdom ;  but  had  die  misfortune  to  lose 
two  battles,  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  king, 
who  contented  himself  with  punishing  his  rebellion, 
by  depriving  him  of  his  liberty.  This  clemency 
served  only  to  make  Roger  pass  for  a  barbarian,  in 
the  opinion  of  one  part  of  his  subjects,  who  said 
be  had  only  saved  his  brother's  life,  in  order  to 
exercise  upon  him  a  slow  and  inhuman  revenge. 
But  all  the  rest,  with  more  foundation,  imputed 
tfie  .harsh  treatment  that  Mainfroy  suffered  ia  pri- 
son to  his  sister  Matilda  alone :  for  she  had,  in 
effect,  always  hated  the  prince,  and  did  not  cease 
persecuting  him  as  long  as  he  lived  ;  but  she  died 
soon  after  him,  and  her  death  was  locked  upon  ,as 
Hjust  punishment  of  her  unnatural  disposition. 

Mainfroy  having  left  two  sons,  as  yet  in.  their 
infancy,  BLoger  wished  to  get  rid  of  them,  fearing 
that  when  they  should  arrive  at  a  xnore  advanced 
age,  the  desire  of  revenging  tbeii;  father  would 
induce  them  to  revive  a  faction  which  was  not  so 
much  quelled,  but  that  it  might  occasion  new  trou* 
bles  in  the  state.  He  imparted  his  design  to  the 
senator  Leontio  Siffredi,  his  minister,  who,  to  di- 
vert him  from  putting  it  in  execution,  undertook 
the  education  of  prince  Henriquez,  the  eldest,  and 
advised  him  to  commit  the  youngest,  who  was 
called  Don  Pedro,  to  the  care  of  the  constable  ol 
Sicily.  Roger,  persuaded  that  his  nephews  would 
be  brought  up  by  these  men  in  that  submission  and 

*  This  novel  is  a  true  story,  on  which  the  late  Mr. 
Thomson  has  founded  his  tragedy  of  Tancred  and  Sigis- 
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duty  which  they  owed  to  him,  left  the  princes  to 
their  conduct,  and  took  upon  himself  the  care  of 
his  niece  Constantia,  who  was  of  the  same  age 
with  Henriqaez^and  only  daughter  of  the  princess 
Matilda ;  he  furnished  her  with  women  and  mas- 
ters, and  spared  nothing  in  her  education. 

Leontio^iffredi  had  a  castle  two  short  leagues 
from  Palermo,  at  a  place  called  Belmont :  and 
there  that  minister  employed  himself  in  rendering 
Henriquez  worthy  of  mounting  one  day  the  throne 
of  Sicily.  He  soon  observed  in  that  prince  such 
amiable  qualities,  that  he  applied  himself  to  the 
cultivation  of  them  as  closely  as  if  he  had  had  no 
children  of  his  own.  He  was  blessed,  however, 
with  two  daughters ;  the  eldest  of  whom,  called 
Blancli,  younger  by  a  year  than  the  prince,  was 
adorned  with  the  most  perfect  beauty :  the  other, 
named  Portia,  whose  birth  occasioned  her  mother's 
death,  was  still  in  the  cradle.  Blanch,  and  prince 
Henriquez,  as  soon  as  they  were  capable  of  love, 
entertained  a  mutual  passion ;  though  they  had  not 
the  liberty  of  conversing  in  private.  The  prince^ 
however,  did  not  fail  to  find  opportunities  some- 
times ;  and  knew  so  well  how  to  profit  by  those 
precious  moments,  that  he  engaged  the  daughter 
of  Sifiredi  to  allow  him  to  execute  a  project  he 
had  formed.  Just  about  this  time  it  happened  that 
Leontio  was  obliged,  by  the  king's  orders,  to  make 
a  journey  into  one  of  the  most  remote  provinces 
of  the  island ':  and  during  his  absence,  Henriquez 
caused  an  opening  to  be  made  in  the  wall  of  his 
apartment,  that  was  contiguous  to  the  chamber  of 
Blanch ;  supplying  it  with  a  sliding  partition  of 
wood,  that  opened  and  shut,  without  being  per- 
ceived ;  because  it  was  so  closely  joined  to  the 
ceiling,  that  the  eye  could  not  discover  the  arti- 
fice. A  skilful  architect,  whom  the  prince  had 
nade  his  friend,  performed  the  work  widi  equal 
diliffence  and  secrecy. 

Through  this  passage  the  amorous  Henriqnez 
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iUlvodaeed  himself  sometimes  into  the  chamber  of 
his  mistress  *  but  he  did  not  abuse  her  favour :  for 
though  she  was  imprudent  enough  to  allow  him  a 
private  entrance  into  her  apartment,  she  did  not 
condescend  so  far,  until  he  had  assured  her,  that 
ne  would  never  ask  any  thing  that  innocence  could 
not  grant,  One  night  he  found  her  very  uneasv, 
because  she  had  beard  that  Roger  was  very  ill, 
and  had  sent  for  Siffredi,  as  high  chancellor  of  the 
kingdom,  in  order  to  intrust  him  with  his  last  wilL 
She  represented  to  herself  already  her  dear  Hen- 
riques  on  the  throne,  and  being  afraid  of  losing 
him  in  that  high  station,  was  under  the  utmost 
anxiety ;  and  the  tears  stood  in  her  eyes  when  he 
appeared.  ^  Heavens !  you  weep,  madam :  what 
must  I  think  of  that  sorrow  with  which  I  see  y«tt 
overwhelmed  ?"  <<  Sir  (replied  Blanch)  I  cannot 
conceal  my  alarms:  the  king,  your  uncle,  will 
soon  cease  to  live,  and  you  will  succeed  him» 
When  I,  therefore,  foresee  how  far  your  new  great- 
ness will  remove  you  from  me,  I  own  I  cannot  bo 
unconcerned.  A  monarch  seldom  beholds  things 
with  a  lover's  eye,  and  that  which  was  his  utmost 
ambition  while  he  was  a  subject,  sJects  him  bat 
slightly  when  he  is  on  the  throne.  Whether  it  bo 
an  unhappy  presage,  or  reason  only  that  inspire* 
me,  I  feel  my  soul  agitated  with  emotions  that  all 
my  confidence  in  your  goodness  cannot  assuage  j 
and  though  I  dare  not  doubt  your  generosi^,  I 
cannot  help  distrusting  my  own  destiny." — "  Ador* 
able  Blanch!  (replied  the  prince)  your  fears. are 
obliging,  and  justi^  my  attachment  to  your  charms; 
but  the  excess  of  your  doubts  injures  my  love,  and 
(if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so)  the  esteem  which 
you  owe  me.  No !  think  not  that  my  destiny  anA 
yours  can  ever  be  separated.  Believe,  rather, 
that  you  will  always  be  the  object  of  my  happinesa 
and  joy.  Lay  aside  your  fear,  therefore,  and  let 
It  not  disturb  such  endearing  momeDts." — '^  Ah, 
Sir !  (answered  the  daughter  of  Leontio)  as  soon  as 
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yon  are  crowned,  your  subjects,  perhaps,  wffl  d^ 
mand  for  your  queen  a  princess  descended  from  a 
long  race  of  kings,  whose  splendid  nuptials  may 
add  new  realms  to  yours ;  and,  perhaps,  alas  I  you 
will  answer  their  expectation,  even  at  the  expence 
of  your  inclination."  '<Ah!  why  (replied  Henri-* 
qaes,  with  some  warmth)  why  are  you  thus,  prone 
to  torment  yourself,  by  raising  such  an  afflicting 
image  of  what  will  never  happen  ?  should  heaven 
dHipose  of  the  king  my  uncle,  and  make  me  master 
of  Sicily,  I  swear  that  I  will  espouse  ybu  in  Paler«- 
mo,  in  presence  of  all  my  court,  and  I  invoke  all 
that  is  sacred  to  confirm  my  oath." 

Siffiredi^  daughter  was  cheered  by  the  protesta- 
tkMis  of  Henriquez,  and  the  rest  of  dieir  conversa^r 
iima  turned  on  the  king's  distemper :  on  which  oc* 
casion,  Henriquet  discovered  the  goodness  of  his 
keart,  in  lamenting  his  uncle's  fate,  with  which  he 
had  no  great  reason  to  be  affected ;  the  force  of 
blood  making  him  regret  a  prince,  by  whose  death 
Ik  slnmkl  acquire  a  crown.  Blanch,  as  yet,  did 
not  know  all  the  misfortunes  that  threatened  hen 
The  constable  of  Sicily  had  met  her  coming  out  of 
her  &ther's  apartment,  one  day,  when  he  was  at- 
the  eastle  of  Belmont  on  some  important  affairs. 
Was  captivated  with  her  beauty,  and  next  day 
demanded  her  in  marria^  of  Siffredi,  who  con? 
sented  to  the  match ;  but  Roger's  distemper  inter«- 
Vening,  the  nuptials  were  deferred,  and  Blanch 
knew  nothing  of  the  matter. 
'  One  morning,  just  as  Henriquez  had  done  dress- 
ing, he  was  surprised  to  see  Leontio,  followed  by 
Bhmch,  come  into  his  apartment.  ^'  Sir  (said  that 
B^inister  to  him)  the  news  I  bring  is  afflicting,  but 
Ae  consolation  with  which  they  are  attended 
ought  to  moderate  your  grief.  The  Icing  your 
«ncle  i$  dead,  after  having  left  you  heir  to  his 
sceptre,  and  Sicily  is  subject  to  your  sway.    The 

?randees  of  the  realm,  who  attend  your  orders  at 
ftlermo,  have  commissioned  me  to  receive  thmn 
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fipom  yofllr  mouth,  and  I  am  come,  Sir,  widi  my 
daughter^  the  first  of  your  new  subjects,  to  ofinr' 
o«r  early  and  sincere  homage/'    The  prince,  who 
knew  very  well  that  Roger  had  laboured  two  months 
nnder  a  disease  that  gradually  consumed  him,  was 
Bot  much  surprised  at  this  piece  of  news :  never- 
theless, struck  with  the  sudden  change  of  his  con- 
ditiotti  he  felt  a  thousand  confused  emotions  rise 
within  his  breast ;  and  having  mused  some  time, 
jMoke  silence,  by  addressing  himself  to  Leontio  \w 
\Jiese  words :  ^^  Sage  Sifiredi,  I  shall  alwa3rs  look' 
upon  you  as  my  father,  glory  in  regulating  my- 
conduct  by  your  counsel,  and  you  shall  be  as  much: 
a  king  in  Sicily  as  I  ahu"   So  sajring,  he  advanced- 
t/»  a  tablei  on  which   there  was  a  standisb,  and- 
Ijaking  a  sheet  of  paper,!  wrote  his  name  at  the* 
bottom  of  the  page;^     'HVhat  are  you  about  to  do, 
Sir?  •'  (said  Siffredi-  to  him;)   '<  I  am  gmng  to  mani^- 
Smi  my  gratitude  and  esteem  ^(answered  Henriquex 
ycesenting  the  sheet  to  Blanch,  and  saying)  Re-- 
otive,  maidam,  thb  pledge  of  my  faith,  and  of  the* 
empire  over  my  inclinations,  which  I  now  yield  to- 
yoa."^  Blanch  took  it,  blushing,  and  made  this 
an^wa.t^  the  prince  :^^  I  receive  widi  respect  the- 
favours  of  my  king ;  but  Ldepgoid  upon  a  fathe#: 
^aod^itepe  yoiir  ma^sty  will  not  take  it  ill,  that- 
I  ifipSsit  this  f)aper  in  his  hands,  to  be  used  as  his- 
prudence  shall  dittQi  him."   •  . 

She  accordingly  gave  t^i^^^bscription  of  Henri- 
tties  to  her  iather,  who  then  observed  what,  till 
wat  moment,  «had  escaped  his  penetradon.  Ho 
diseemed  the  prince'^  sentiments,  and  said  to  hkft, 
^'  Your  majesty  shall  have  no  cause  to  reproach 
me,  for  I  will  not  abuse  the  confidence." — "  My 
dear  Leontio  (cried  Uenriquez,  interrupting  Irin») 
don't  imagine  you  can  abuse  it«  Whatever  nse  yotf 
thldl  make  of  the  paper,  1  will  approve  of  yootf 
determination.  But,  go  (added  be)  return  to  Pari 
lermo,  order  the  preparations  to  be  made  for  my 
conmation,  and  tell  my  subjects  that  1  will  foUoiw 
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yov  immediately  thither,  in  order  to  receive  Aeir 
oaths  of  allegiance,  and  anure  them  of  my  aflee* 
tion."  The  minister  obeyed  his  new  master's  <np- 
ders,  and,  with  his  daughter,  set  out  for  Palermd. 

A  few  hours  after  their  departure,  the  prince 
took  the  same  road,  more  engrossed  by  his  love 
than  by  the  high  rank  to  which  he  was  raised.  As 
soon  as  he  arrived  in  the  city,  he  was  saluted  with 
lumumerable  shouts  of  joy,  and,  amidst  the  accla« 
mations  of  his  people,  entered  the  palace,  where 
every  thing  was  already  prepared  for  the  ceremony, 
and  where  he  found  the  princess  Constantia  in  dee|^ 
moumtni^,  and,  to  all  appearance,  very  mucfaafled^ 
ed  with  Roger's  death.  As  ^y  owed  one  aaodwr 
%  mutual  compliment  of  lepfid^lence  on  the  event, 
tibey  both  acquitted  4M>0.scjvies  veiy  handsomdy  ^ 
but  it  was  moae^^ld'ton^l^csida  of  Henrique!  than 
on  that  of  Coqi^piaia;;  vrtio,  in  ^ite  of  the  enmity 
subsisting  betaceen,  their  families,  could  not  hade 
the  prince.  He  plac^  Jiimself  on  the  throne,  and 
the  princess  sat  on  his  right  hand,  in  an  elbow  cba^ 
not  quite  so  Ugh.  *  The  grandees  of  the  kingdom 
took  their  places,  each  according  to«bi# 
ceremony  began,  and  Leoojio,  as  high* 
of  the  state,  and  Jieeper  or  the  Isue^kjoj^f 
opened  and^  read  it  with  an  andibK^fiNicdKi^ 
deed  contained  }ii;su]|^stancej  1hat.CU%^,^ 
himself  without 'issue,; .  itantM^  eldest  son  t4 
Main&oy  for  his  sncblispr,  oii  condition  that  he 
should  espouse  tfatuprineesa  Constantia ;  which  ii 
he  pefosed  to  perform,  Ift  snojdld  forfeit  the  crown 
of  Sicily  to  the  infant  Don  jP^o,  his  brother,  who 
should  enjoy  it  on  the  same  terms. 

Henriquei  was  confounded  at  these  words ;  the 
realriction  gave  lum  incredible  pain,  which  became 
idll  more  violent,  when  Leontio,  after  having  read 
the  wiU,  pronounced  to  the  whole  assembly  s  ^*  My 
lords,  having  reported  the  last  intentions  of  tte 
late  king,  to  our  new  monarch,  that  generous  prince 
consents  to  honour  his  cousin  the  princess  Conitan-* 
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tia  with  his  band." — At  these  words,  Hetmqaa 
intemipted  the  chanceUor,  saying,  "  Leontio,  r^ 
member  the  writing  which  Blanch" — "  Sir  (stud 
Sifiredi  with  precipitation,  before  the  prince  had 
time  to  eiplain  himself)  here  it  is.  The  grandees 
of  the  realm  (added  he,  showing  the  paper  to  the 
fliaembly)  will  here  see  by  your  majesty's  august 
ligaature,  the  esteem  you  have  for  the  princess, 
and  the  deference  you  pay  to  the  last  will  of  the 
deceased  lung,  yonr  nncle." — ^Having  spoke  these 
words,  be  read  the  deed  with  which  he  himself  had 
filled  the  paper,  containing  the  most  solemn  engage- 
ment to  marry  Coiisiantia.  conformable  to  the  in- 
tention of  Rog^H'h£  hall  rung  with  repeated 
shouts  of  all  prH^^M^KCried,  "  Long  live  Ottr 
magnanimous  Id^^^m^flH-z  <"  For,  as  nobody 
naa  ignorant  of^MPftflK||^icto|fcit  prince  had 
always  maDifeste^^fl||i4|KK3f  it  ^as  feared, 
not  without  KSfon^^l^iwK^fgfvolt  agunt* 
the  condition  of  the  "'l'fflwflM||^  means  r  ' 
commotions  in  the  kirifrtlo^Spiit  i\k  readmg  of 
e  paper -en  tir^  comaKednRe  minds  of  the  no- 
•'^"^  eil  dioJe  general  accla- 


titude.  TCt  the 
^  Idl^onstrain  faimselC 
h  great  alBicdon,  and 
disorder,  thai  he  conld  001 
even  perform  what  decency  required.  At  last, 
yielding  to  theviolenceofbis  passion,  he  approach- 
ed SiAedi,  whom  the  duty  of  his  office  obliged  to 
t>e  pretty  near  his  pcMon,  and,  with  a  low  voice, 
nia,  **  What  have  you  done,  Leontio  ?  The  snb- 
■cripdon,  which  I  put  into  your  daughter's  hands, 
Was  not  intended  for  this  use.  You  have  betrayed" 
— "  Sir  (said  Siffredi,  tatcrrupiing  him  id  a  resolute 
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■toae)  foisider  your  own  glorj  !  If  jron  refitte  t* 
fqlloir  tbe  will  of  die  king  your  uncle,  you  Iok  the 
inrowa  of  Sicily.''  Ue  had  no  Booner  spoke  ia  (hit 
manner,  than  he  removed  at  a  greater  diaURce  froB 
the  king,  that  he  might  not  have  an  opportunist  (9 
reply.  Henriquei  remained  ia  the  utinost  perplex- 
iw,  and  felt  himself  agitated  by  contrary  eniotionL 
He  was  incensed  against  Siffredi,  lie  could  not  re- 
tolve  to  abandon  Blanch ;  but,  distracted  b«tweeo 
her  and  the  interest  of  his  glory,  it  was  some  time 
before  he  could  come  to  any  resolution.  However, 
he  was  determined  at  last,  and  thought  he  had 
fallen  upon  a  method  to  preserve  the  daughter  of 
Siflredi,  w  ..     -  ... 

ed  submis 
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whole  assembly.     Bifl  ' 
he  betraycil  [lim'^fr  sq; 
her,  BlanclfftrA 
Ihith^y  «!'  fj 

with  nlPnor 
Besides,  Leotilioj 
have  no 
while  he  presented  licr 


I  truck 
.  .^„  first  entrance, 

iptfts.'^  iBiit  i\ie  should 

a,  "  Daughter, 
do  homage  to  your  queen,  and  wish  her  all  the 
sweets  of  a  flourishing  reign  and  bt^jpy  marriage." 
This  terrible  stroke  overwhelmed  the  unfortunate 
Blanch :  in  vain  she  endeavoured  to  conceal  her 
grief;  she  blushed  and  grew  pale  alternalehyj  and 
sliook  through  every  limb.  Nevertheless,  the  priur 
cess  had  not  the  leiisl  suspicion  of  the  cause,  but 
aiirihuied  ibe  dtsuider  lit  which  she  paid  her  cwor 
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phment  to  the  perplexity  of  a  young  ereallire  bred 
up  in  solitude,  and  altogether  unaccustomed  to  the 
court.  It  was  quite  otherwise  with  the  young  lung : 
the  sight  of  Blanch  abashed  him ;  and  the  despsur 
be  observed  in  her  eyes  transported  him  quite  bc^ 
side  himself.  He  did  not  doubt  that,  jud^ng  by 
appearances,  she  believed  him  unfaithful.  He  would 
have  been  less  uneasy  could  he  have  spoke  to  her ; 
but  ho\Y  could  he  find  an  opportuoityi  when  aU 
Sicily,  as  one  may  say,  had  its  eyes  upon  him. 
Besides,  the  cruel  Siffredi  deprived  him  of  that 
hope :  for  reading  the  thoughts  of  these  two  lovers 
in  their  looks^  and  willing  to  prevent  the  mischief 
which  the  violence  of  their  passion  might  create  in 
the  state,  that  minister,  in  an  artful  manner^  carried 
his  daughter  out  of  the  assembly,  and  set  put  with 
her,  on  his  return  to  Belmont ;  resolyed,  for  moire 
reasons  than  one,  to  l\ave  her  married  as  soon  afl 
possible. 

They  were  no  sooner  arrived,  than  he  made  her 
acquainted  with  all  the  horror  of  her  fate,  by  de<^ 
daring  that  he  had  promised  her  in  marriage  to  thk 
constable.  "  Just  heaven !  (cried  she,  ia  a  transpoit 
of  grief,  which  her  father's  presence  could  not  sup- 
press) for  what  direful  punishment  is  the  unfortun* 
ate  Blanch  reserved."  Her  despair  was  even  S0 
violent  as  \p  suspend  all  die  faculties  of  her  sou). 
She  was  seized  with  an  universal  chilness,  and 
becoming  clay-cold  apd  wan,  swooned  away  in  the 
arms  of  her  father.  He  was  affected  with  her  con- 
dition ;  but,  tliough  be  sliared  her  affliction  with  aH 
the  tenderness  of  a  parent,  his  first  resolution  stiU 
remained  unshaken.  Blanch,  at  length,  recovered 
her  spirits,  more  through  the  exquisite  sensation  of 
her  grief  than  through  the  water  which  SifirecU 
sprinkled  on  her  face ;  which  perceiving,  while  she 
opened  her  languishing  eyes,  "Sir  (said  she,  with  t 
feeble  voice)  I  am  asbamed  that  you  have  seen  my 
weakness;  but  death,  which  must  soon  end  my 
torments,  will,  in  a  little  time«  rid  you  of  an  ua- 
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happy  daaghter,  who  has  dared  to  dispose  of  her 
heart  without  your  consent !" — '^  No,  my  dear 
Blanch  (replied  Leontio)  live,  and  let  virtue  resume 
its  empire  m  your  breast.  The  constable's  passion 
does  you  honour ;  it  is  the  most  considerable  match 
in  the  kingdom." — "  I  esteem  his  person  and  his 
merit  (said  Blanch,  interrupting  him)  but,  Sir,  the 
king  had  made  me  hope." — '*  Daughter  (saidSifie* 
di,  cutting  her  short  in  his  turn)  I  know  all  that 
you  can  say  on  that  subject.  I  am  not  ignorant  of 
your  tenderness  for  the  prince,  which,  at  another 
conjuncture,  I  should  not  disapprove.  You  should 
even  see  me  eager  to  ensure  you  of  the  hand  of 
Henriquez,  if  the  interest  of  his  glory,  and  that  of 
the  state,  did  not  oblige  him  to  bestow  it  on  Con- 
stantia.  It  is  on  that  condition  only  that  the  late 
king  designed  him  for  his  successor;  and  would 
you  have  him  prefer  you  to  the  crown  of  Sicily  f 
Believe  me,  I  sympathize  with  you  in  the  cruel 
stroke  you  suffer ;  but  since  we  cannot  withstand 
the  decrees  of  destiny,  make  one  generous  effort. 
Tour  glory  is  concerned  in  concealing  from  the 
kingdom  the  vain  hope  with  which  yon  flattered 
yourself.  Your  sensibility  for  the  king  may  rdse 
reports  to  your  disadvantage  :  and  the  only  means 
of  preventing  them  will  be  to  marry  the  constable. 
In  short,  Blanch,  this  is  no  time  to  deliberate.  The 
kkig  yields  you  for  a  throne,  and  marries  Gonstan- 
tia.  The  constable  has  my  promise,  which  I  beg 
vou  will  perform ;  and  if  I  must  use  my  authority  to 
bring  you  to  this  resolution,  I  order  you  to  com- 
ply.^ 

So  saying,  he  left  her  to  reflect  upon  what  she 
had  heard,  hoping,  that  after  having  maturely  con- 
sidered the  arguments  he  had  used  to  support  her 
virtue  against  her  inclination,  she  would  resolve,  of 
herself,  to  give  her  hand  to  die  constable.  In  tbit 
he  was  not  mistaken.  But  what  pangs  did  it  cost 
the  melancholy  Blanch  before  she  came  to  that 
determination !    She  was  in  a  condition  which,  oi 
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«n  etkersi  was  most  worthv  of  compassion  !  Gri«i 
tor  seeing  lier  presages  of  the  infidelity  of  Henri* 
qiiet  changed  into  certainty,  and  for  being  con- 
strained, in  losing  him,  to  give  herself  away  to  an- 
oiber,  whom  she  could  not  lore,  created  in  her  sacb 
violent  dransports  of  affliction,  that  every  moment 
was  attended' with  new  torture.  '^  If  my  misfortune 
is  certain  ^cried  she^  how  can  I  resist  it  without 
dying  ?  Cruel  destiny !  why  was  I  fed  with  the 
Diost  delicious  hope,  when  I  was  doomed  to  such 
an  abyss  of  aooisery !  and  thou,  perfidious  lover!  how 
durst  thou  betroth  thyself  to  another  after  thou 
hadst  promised  eternal  fidelity  to  me  f  hast  thou  so 
sten  forgot  the  &ith  which  thou  bast  swoni  ?  As  a 
pomshment  for  having  so  cruelly  deceived  me,  may 
beaven  make  the  nuptial  bed,  which  thou  art  going 
to  0tain  with  perjury,  not  a  scene  of  pleasure,  but 
remorse !  may  the  caresses  of  Constantia  convey 
poison  to  thy  unfaitiurul  heart !  and  may  thy  mar* 
riage  be  as  balefol  as  mhfie !  Yes,  traitor,  I  wlB 
espouse  the  constable,  whom  1  cannot  love,  to 
levenge  me  upon  myself,  and  punish  me  for  having 
so  inddscreetly  chosen  the  object  of  my  love.  Since 
my  religion  forbids  roe  to  make  an  attempt  upon 
my  life,  the  days  I  have  to  live  shall  be  notMng 
d«e  tlMm  an  unhappy  aeries  of  trouble  and  disquiet 
If  ihou  ftiil  preservest  any  tenderness  for  me, 
«i»u  wib  be  mortified  'at  seong  me  throw  myself 
into  4be  asms  of  another ;  and,  if  thou  hast  entirely 
fotgol  me,  .Sicily,  at  least,  may  boast  of  having 
^produced  a  woman  who  punished  herself  for  hav- 
og  lao  simply  disposed  of  her  heart" 

In  sudh  m  situadon  did  this  unhappy  lactim  of 
l<)ve  :aod  doty  pass  the  night  that  preceded  her 
onuniage  with  the  constable;  and  Sinredi  finding 
her  next  day  ready  to  comply  with  his  desfav,  made 
haite  to  take  the  advantage  of  that  favourable  dis- 
f6MmL  fie  ^ent  for  the  constable  to  Belmont 
that  saftne  day,  and  married  him  privately  to  his 
dan^tar  in  -die  chapel  of  the  castle.  It  was  not 
N  Vol.  I.      25       19 
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eoongfa  to  reEKHince  a  crown,  to  lose  for  ever  a 
person  whom  she  loved,  and  bestow  herself  npoa 
the  object  of  her  hatred,  bat  she  was  also  obliged . 
to  dissemble  her  sentiments  before  a  husband  who 
was  inflamed  with  the  niost  ardent  passion  for  her, 
and  naturally  of  a  jealous  disposition.  That  spouse, 
charmed  with  the  possession  of  what  he  held  most 
dear,  was  continually  in  her  company,  and  did  not 
even  allow  her  the  sad  consolation  of  bewailing  her 
misfortune  in  secret*  When  night  approached,  the 
daughter  of  Leontio  felt  her  affliction  redouble : 
but  what  were  her  pangs,  when  her  women,  after 
having  undressed,  left  her  alone  with  the  con- 
stable !  He  asked,  in  a  respectful  manner,  the 
cause  of  that  scnrrow  with  which  she  seemed  to  be 
depressed  ;  and  Blanch,  perplexed  by  the  question, 
feigned  herself  indisposed.  This  deceived  her  bus* 
band  at  first,  but  he  did  not  long  continue  in  his 
mistake :  for,  as  he  was  really  concerned  at  the 
condition  in  which  he  saw  her,  and  pressed  her  to 
go  to  bed,  his  entreaties,  which  she  misinterpreted, 
presented  such  a  cruel  image  to  her  imagination^ 
that,  being  unable  to  contain  herself  any  longer, 
she  gave  free  vent  to  her  sighs  and  tears.  What  a 
sight  was  this  for  a  man  who  believed  himself  at  the 
very  summit  of  his  happiness !  He  no  longer  doubt- 
ed that  the  affliction  ot  his  wife  portended  some- 
thing sinister  to  his  love.  Nevertheless,  though  the 
knowledge  of  it  threw  him  into  a  situation  almost  as 
deplorable  as  that  of  Blanch,  he  had  such  command 
of  himself,  that  he  concealed  his  suspicions.  Ht 
redoubled  his  entreaties,  and  continued  to -press  his 
spouse  to  go  to  rest,  assuring  her,  that  he  would 
not  interrupt  the  repose  which  she  seemed  so  much 
to  want.  He  even  ofTered  to  call  her  women,  if  she 
thought  that  their  assistance  could  alleviate  her  in* 
disposition.  Blanch,  encouraged  by  this  promise 
told  him,  that  her  present  weakness  only  required  a 
litde  sleep.  He  pretended  to  believe  her,  and  g^8» 
to  bed  together,  they  passed  a  night  very  fdifferent 
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Grom  those  which  Cupid  and  Hymen  bestow  on  two  < 
lovers  inspired  by  mutual  passion. 

While  Siffredi's  daughter  indulged  her  sorrow, 
the  conitable  endeavoured  within  himself  to  divine 
the  cause  that  rendered  his  marriage  so  unhappy. 
He  concluded,  that  there  was  a  rival  in  the  case ; 
but  was  bewildered  in  his  own  imagination  when  he 
attempted  to  discover  who  that  rival  was ;  and  Oie 
sole  result  of  his  conjectures  was,  that  he  was  the 
most  unhappy  of  all  mankind.  He  had  already 
spent  two-thirds  of  the  night  in  these  agitations 
when  his  ears  were  struck  with  a  hollow  noise ;  and 
bff  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  somebody 
walking  softly  in  the  chamber.  He  believed  him«- 
self  mistaken ;  for  he  remembered  that  he  himself 
had  locked  the  door  after  Blanch's  women  had 
gone,  and  drew  back  the  curtain  to  discover  by  the 
evidence  of  his  eyes  the  cause  of  the  noise  which 
he  heard  :  but  the  li^ht  which  had  been  left  in  the 
chimney  was  extinguished,  and,  in  a  little  time,  he 
beard  the  name  of  Blanch  repeated  several  times  in 
a  soft  and  languishing  tone.  Then  his  jealous  sus- 
picions were  inflamed  to  fury,  and  his  honour 
alarmed,  obliging  him  to  rise,  in  order  to  prevent  an 
afiront  or  ta]ke  vengeance  for  it;  he  seized  his 
sword,  and  moved  towards  that  side  whence  the 
voice  seemed  to  come.  Feeling  a  naked  sword 
opposed  to  hii  own,  he  advanced,  the  other  retired, 
he  pursued,  and  the  other  vanished  from  his  pur- 
suit In  vsun  did  he  search  for  him,  who  seemed  to 
fly,  through  all  the  corners  of  the  room,  as  much  as 
the  darkne^  would  allow ;  he  could  not  find  him  ; 
he  stopped,  listened,  and  heard  nothing.  All  seem- 
ed to  be  enchantment ;  he  went  to  the  door  which 
he  imagined  had  favoured  the  flight  of  the  secret 
enemy  of  his  honour,  but  he  found  it  fast  locked  as 
before.  Not  being  able  to  comprehend  any  thing  of 
this  adventure,  he  called  those  of  his  people  who 
were  nearest,  and  a^  e  opened  the  door  for  that 
purpose  stood  in  the  j  issage,  and  kept  himself  on 
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lib  guardi  diat  the  person  whom  he  nought  nrigbt 
not  escape. 

Some  servants,  hearing  his  repeated  cries,  came 
running  with  lights  :  upon  wl)ich  he  took  a  candle, 
and  made  a  new  search  in  the  charhber,  sword  in 
hand;  but  found  nobody,  nor  the  least  mark  of  any 
person's  having  been  tliere.  He  did  not  even  per- 
ceive the  private  door,  nor  the  ovening  through 
which  diere  was  a  passage.  He  could  not,  however, 
blindfold  himself  with  regard  to  the  circumstances 
of  his  misfortune,  but  remained  in  a  strange  confu- 
sion of  tlioughts.  Should  he  have  recourse  to 
Blanch  ?  she  was  too  much  concerned  in  the  truth 
for  hiai  to  expect  an  explanation  from  her.  He 
therefore  resolved  to  go  and  open  his  heart  to  Le- 
cntio,  after  having  dismissed  his  servants,  telling 
them  that  he  thought  he  had  heard  a  noise  in  hit 
chamber,  but  M'as  mistaken.  He  met  his  father-in« 
law  coming  out  of  his  apartment  at  the  disturbance 
he  bad  heard,  and  recounted  to  him  what  had  hap« 
pened,  with  all  the  marks  of  extreme  agitation  and 
profound  grief. 

Siflrcdi  was  surprised  at  the  adventure,  whicb| 
though  it  did  not  seem  natural,  he  nevertheless 
believed ;  and  thinking  that  the'  king's  Ibve  was 
capable  of  any  thing,  was  very  much  afflicted  with 
that  consideration.  But,  far  from  flattering  the 
jealous  suspicions  of  his  son-in-law,  he  represented 
to  him,  with  an  air  of  assurance,  that  the  voice 
which  he  thought  he  heard,  and  the  sword  that 
was  opposed  to  his,  could  be  no  other  than  phan- 
toms of  £in  imaginadon  misled  by  jealousy ;  fer 
It  was  impossible  that  any  body  could  hare  got  into 
his  daughter's  chamber ;  that,  with  regard  to  th^ 
melancholy  which  he  had  observed  in  his  wife,  H 
might  be  occasioned  by  some  indisposition ;  thaf 
honour  ought  not  to  be  answerable  for  the  vicissi^- 
tudes  of  temper ;  that  the  change  of  condition  in  a 
girl  used  to  live  in  solitude,  who  sees  herself  on  a 
sudden  delivered  to  a  m  an  whom  she  bad  not  had  time 
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l(»  know  and  to  love,  might  be  the  cause  of  those 
tears,  sighs,  and  that  sharp  affliction  of  which  he 
eoniplained ;  that  love  was  not  to  be  kindled  ia 
fliaidens  of  a  noble  birth  by  any  other  means  than 
time  and  assidaity ;  for  which  reasons  he  exhorted 
U9  to  calm  bis  disquiet,  redouble  his  tenderness 
and  care,  in  order  to  dispose  Blanch  to  become 
more  sensible  of  his  merit :  and  entreated  him  lo 
return  to  his  chamber,  being  persuaded  that  his 
uneasiness  and  distrust  .were  ityuries  done  to  the 
virtue  of  his  wife. 

The  constable  made  no  answer  to  the  remon- 
strances of  his  father-in-law ;  whether  he  really 
began  to  think  that  he  might  have  been  imposed 
u|KMi  by  the  disorder  of  his  mind,  or  judged  it  a 
wiser  course  10  dissemble  than  to  undertake,  in 
▼ain,  to  convince  die  old  man  of  an  event  so  void 
of  all  probability.  He  returned  to  his  apartment, 
lay  down  by  his  wife,  and  tried  to  obtain,  by  sleep, 
some  respite  from  his  disquiet*  Blanch,  on  her 
side,  was  not  less  uneasy  than  he :  she  had  but  too 
well  heard  that  which  alarmed  her  husband,  and 
coidd  not  consider  as  an  illusion  an  adventure,  the 
secret  and  motives  of  which  she  knew. — Surprised 
that  Henriquez  should  seek  to  introduce  himsetl 
into  .her  apartment,  after  having  so  solemnly  pledg|- 
ed  his  faith  to  Constantia,  instead  of  approving  or 
feeling  the  least  glimpse  of  joy  at  this  step,  she 
looked  upon  it  as  a  new  outrage,  and  her  heart  waa 
incensed  against  him. 

Whilst  the  daughter  of  Siffredi,  prejudiced  against 
'the  young  king  believed  him  the  most  unfaithful  of 
mc»,  that  unluippy  prince,  more  in  love  than  eveir, 
wished  for  an  interview  with  Blanch,  in  order  to 
enoonrage  her  agwist  the  appearances  that  con- 
demned him.  He  would  have  come  sooner  to 
BeknoDt  for  that  purpose  had  he  been  permitted  by 
the  umltiplicity  of  business  in  which  he  was  neces- 
sarily engaged  ;  but  he  could  not  steal  away  from 
•court  before  tliat  night.     He  was  too  welj  acquaint* 
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ed  with  all  the  private  corners  of  a  place  where  be 
had  been  educated  to  be  under  any  difficulty  of 

fetting  unseen  into  Siffredi's  castle ;  and  he  stiU 
ept  the  key  of  a  private  door  that  belonged  to  the 
garden,  through  which  he  got  into  his  old  apart- 
ment, from  whence  he  passed  into  the  chamber  ot 
Blanch. — ^Ton  may  imagine  the  astonishment  of 
that  prince  when  he  found  a  man  there,  and  felt  a 
sword  opposed  to  his  own.  He  had  well  nigh  dis- 
covered himself,  and  punished  on  the  spot  tlie  aada- 
ciotts  wretch  who  durst  lift  his  sacrilegious  hand 
against  his  lawful  Icing ;  but  the  respect  be  owed  to 
Leontio's  daughter  suspended  his  resentment.  He 
retired  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  entered,  a:jd, 
more  afflicted  than  ever,  took  the  road  to  Palermo} 
where,  arriving  some  moments  before  day,  he  shot 
himself  up  in  his  apartment.  But  tiie  a^tation  <A 
his  spirits  depriving  him  of  rest,  he  resolved  to 
return  to  Belmont ;  his  safety,  honour,  and,  above 
ail,  his  love,  not  permitting  him  to  remain  longer 
Ignorant  of  the  least  circumstance  of  such  a  cruel 
adventure. 

It  was  no  sooner  day  than  he  commanded  his 
hunting  equipage  to  be  got  ready,  and,  under  pre- 
tence of  taking  that  diversion,  rode  far  into  the 
forest  of  Belmont,  attended  by  his  sportsmen  and 
some  courtiers.  He  followed  the  chase  some  time, 
the  better  to  conceal  his  design  ;  and,  when  he  saw 
every  one  eagerly  engaged  at  the  heels  of  the 
hounds,  he  separated  himself  from  them,  and,  all 
alone,  took  his  way  to  Leontio's  castle.  He  was 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  paths  of  the  forest  to 
lose  himself,  and  his  impatience  not  permitting  him 
to  spare  his  horse,  he  in  a  little  time  overrun  the 
distance  which  separated  him  from  the  object  of  his 
love.  He  was  just  inventing  some  plausible  pretext 
to  procure  for  himself  a  private  interview  with  the 
daughter  of  Siflfredi,  when,  crossing  a  small  road 
that  led  by  one  of  the  park-gates,  he  perceived  hard 
by  two  women  fitting  in  close  conversation  at  the 
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root  of  a  tree.  As  he  did  not  doubt  that  these  peo- 
ple belonged  to  the  casdk,  the  right  of  tliem  raised 
within  him  some  emotioli :  but  he  was  much  more 
transported  when,  tlie  women  turning  towards  him 
at  the  noise  of  his  horse's  feet,  he  knew  one  of 
them  to  be  his  dear  Blanch,  who  had  escaped  from 
the  casde  with  Nisa,  one  of  her  women,  who  enjoy- 
ed the  greatest  share  of  her  confidence,  to  bewail 
her  misfortune  at  full  liberty. 

He  flew — ^he  threw  himself  headlong  (if  I  may 
use  die  expression)  at  her  feet ;  and  perceiving  in 
her  eyes  all  the  marks  of  die  most  profi^jand  afflic- 
tion, was  melted  at  the  sight  <*  Fair  Blanch  (said 
he)  suspend  the  emodons  of  your  grief:  appear- 
ances, I  confess,  represent  me  guilty  to  your  eyes : 
but  when  yon  are  made  acquainted  with  the  design 
which  I  have  formed  in  your  behalf,  that  whiph  you 
now  look  upon  as  a  crime  will  appear  to  you  a 
proof  of  my  innocence  and  excess  of  love."  These 
words,  which  Henriquez  thought  capable  of  rnode^ 
rating,  served  only  to  redouble  the  affliction  o* 
Blanch,  who  would  have  answered  him,  had  not 
her  voice  been  choaked  up  with  her  sighs.  The 
prmce,  astonished  at  her  disorder,  said,  '*  How, 
madam,  can't  I  then  calm  your  disquiet  ?  By  what 
misfortune  have  I  lost  your  confidence  f  1,  who 
hazard  my  crown,  and  even  my  life  to  keep  myself 
yours  !"  'Twas  then  that  the  daughter  of  Sifiredi, 
making  an  efibrt  to  explain  herself,  replied,  *^  Sir^ 

^our  promises  are  now  unseasonable.  Nothings 
enceforth,  can  bind  my  destiny  to  yours." — "  Ah, 
Blanch !  (said  Henriquez,  interrupting  her  with 
warmth)  what  cruel  words  are  these  I  bear !  Who 
dares  ravish  you  from  my  love  f  Who  dares  oppose 
die  fiiry  of  a  king,  who  woidd  put  all  Sicily  in  names 
rather  than  suffer  you  to  be  torn  from  his  hopes  f^ 
-— *^  All  your  power,  Sir  (answered  Siffredi's  daugh-  ' 
ter  in  a  languishing  manner)  cannot  remove  the 
obstacles  by  which  we  are  separated.  I  am  the 
constable's  wife."—"  The  constable's  wife !"  (cried 
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tbe  pnnce,  ttaggering  backwards,  and  uiMtbk  to  ga 

OB.)  He  was  coDfounde4«aDd  ov^wbelmed  by 
this  onexpecied  blow :  bis  strength  forsook  him, 
and  be  dropped  down  at  the  root  oi*  a  tree  that 
grew  behind  bim*  Pale,  trembling,  and  depressedt 
he  had  nothing  free  but  bis  eyes,  which  he  fixed 
upon  Blanch  in  such  a  manner  as  gave  her  to  under- 
ftand  how  deeply  afliected  he  was  with  the  unhappy 
tidings  sbe  haa  declared*  She,  on  tbe  other  haod| 
looked  upon  him  with  an  air  which  convinced  him 
that  her  emotions  were  litde  different  from  those 
he  felt ;  and  these  two  unfortunate  lovers  preserv* 
ed,  between,  them,  a  silence  that  had  something 
terrible  in  it  At  length  the  prince,  recollecting 
himself  a  little,  by  an  effort  of  his  courage»  resumed 
tlie  discourse,  and  said  to  Blanch,  with  a  sigh| 
"  What  have  you  done,  madam  f  your  credulity  has 
ruined  me,  and  undone  yourself." 

Blanch,  piqued  at  the  prince's  seeming  to  up* 
braid  her,  when  she  thougiit  sbe  had  much  more 
causi  to  complain  of  him*  replied,  '^  What,  Sir!  do 

iou  add  dissimulation  to  infidelity  f  Would  you 
ave  me  discredit  my  own  eves  and  ears,  and 
believe  you  innocent  in  spite  of  tbe  evidence  of  mv 
senses  t  No,  Sir,  I  own  myself  incapable  of  such 
an  effort  of  reason."^-"  Nevertheless,  Madam  (an- 
swered the  king^  you  are  imposed  upon  by  these 
very  witnesses  which  seem  ao  faithful ;  even  they 
have  assisted  in  betraying  you ;  and  that  I  am 
p!inocent  and  faithful,  is  no  less  true  than  that  you 
are  the  constable's  wife." — ^'  How,  Sir!  (said  sbe) 
did  I  not  bear  you  confirm  to  Constantia  tiie  pre- 
lent  of  your  hand  and  heart  f  Have  you  not  assur- 
ed the  nobles  of  the  kingdom  that  you  would  fulfil 
the  conditions  of  the  late  Uog's  will  ?  and  haa  not 
the  princess  received  the  homage  of  your  new  sub- 
jects in  quality  of  qyeen  and  spouse  of  Henriques? 
Were  mine  eyes  then  bewitched  ?  Say,  say  rather, 
unfaithful  prince !  that  you  did  not  think  Blanch 
ought  to  balance  in  your  heart  the  interest  of  a 


ADVf^MTURIi^S  OF  Git  BLKS.  S97 

tlNi>ney  wiA,  whboQt  etoopuig  to  feign  a  pafisioa  tbat 
yon  no  longer  feel,  and  perhaps  never  felt,  confests 
tb»l  the  erown  of  Sicily  appeared  to  you  more  fixed' 
wiih  Con«tantia  than  with  Leontio's  daughter. — 
ron  are  in  the  right,  Sir :  a  shining  throne  was 
w>  nofe  mv  due  thjeia  the  heart  of  a  prince  such  as 
yon  are.    1  was  too  vain  to  pretend  to  either ;  bat 

?Mi  ought  not  to  have  iodalged  me  in  my  error. — 
on  kww  the  alarms  I  felt  on  aqcoant  of  losing 
you ;  a  misfortune  that  then  seemed  to  me  almost 
inevitable.  Why  did  yon  encourage  me  wkh  hope? 
Would  to  heaven  my  fears  had  not  be<9a^d]fiuh'  ^. 

paled  I  I  shoald  have  accused  fortune,  not  you ; 
and  you  would  have,  at  leasts  preserved  my  hearty 
though  at  the  expence  of  tit  hand  which  no  other 
should  ever  have  obtained^  It  is  now  no  time  to 
Histify  yourself :  I  am  the  constable's  wife ;  and 
that  I  may  spare  myself  the  consequence  of  a  con- 
versation that  nmkea  my  glory  blush,  give  me 
leave,  Sir,  without  iiauliog  in  that  respect  that  I 
owe  to  you,  to  quit  the  presence  of  a  prince  whom 
I  am  no  longer  at  liberty  to  bear." 

So  saymgt  she  left  Henriques  with  as  much  haste 
as  her  present  weak  ooaditioii  would  allow.  **  Stop, 
madam !  (cried  he)  and  do  not  drive  to  despair  .a 
prineo  who  will  rather  overtum  that  throne,  which' 
yoti  upbraid  him  with  having  preferred  to  you,  than 
fiilfil  the  expettation  of  his  new  sulgecta." — ^^  That 
sacrifice  (said  Blanch)  is  at  present  vain.  While 
E  am  married  to  the  constable  these  generous  tran- 
sports will  not  avail :  since  I  am  then  no  longer  a* 
rbevty,  it  is  of  small  importance  to  me  that  you 
reduce  Sicily  to  ashes,  or  to  whom  you  give  your 
hand.  If  I  have  been  weak  enough  to  let  my  heart 
be  sutprised,  I  shall  at  least  have  fortitude  enough 
to  stifle  its  emotions,  and  let  the  new  lung  of  Sicily 
see  that  the  constable's  wife  is  no  longer  the  lover 
of  prince  Henriquex.'*  When  she  pronounced  these 
words,  being  close  to  the  park  gate,  she  entered  it 
of  a  sudden  with  Nisa,  and,  loM^glt  on  tl)e  otbfi^ 

N  2  Vol.  I.  '^  ^  *  ^V 
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side,  left  the  prince  overwhelmed  with  sorrow.  He 
coald  not  recover  the  blow  which  Blanch  had  ffiven 
him  by  the  account  of  her  marriage.  **  Unjiift 
Blanch  !  (cried  he)  you  have  lost  all  remembrance 
of  our  mutual  engagement !  In  spite  of  our  reci- 
procal vows,  we  are  for  ever  parted  ;  and  the  idea 
wHcb  I  had  cherished  of  possessing  your  charma 
was  no  more  than  a  vain  illusion.  Ah,  cruel 
maid !  how  dearly  did  I  bay  your  approbation  of 
my  flame !" 

Then  the  image  of  his  rival's  happiness  presented 
itself  to  his  fancy  with  all  the  horrors  of  jealousy ; 
which  took  such  full  possession  of  his  soul  lor 
some  moments,  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  sacri* 
ficing  the  constable,  and  even  Siffredi  himself,  to 
his  resentment.  Reason,  however,  by  degrees, 
allayed  the  violence  of  bis  transports  :  but  the  im- 
possibility he  perceived  of  banishing  from  Blanch 
the  impressions  she  retained  of  his  infidelity  threw 
him  again  into  despair.  He  flattered  himself  with 
tlie  hopes  of  efiacing  them,  provided  he  could  con- 
verse with  her  at  liberty ;  for  which  purpose,  judg-> 
ing  it  necessary  to  remove  the  constable,  be 
resolved  to  have  him  apprehended  as  a  person 
suspected  of  designs  against  the  state.  He  accord- 
ingly charged  with  dliis  office  the  captain  of  his 
guards,  who,  repairing  to  Belmont,  secured  his 
person  in  the  twilight,  and  brought  him  prisoner 
to  the  castle  of  Palermo. 

This  incident  filled  all  Belmont  with  consterna- 
tion. Sifiredi  set  out  immediately  to  ofier  himself 
to  the  king  as  security  for  his  son-in-law,  and  to 
represent  the  troublesome  consequence  of  such  an 
arrest  The  prince,  who  expected  this  step  of  bit 
minister,  and  who  was  resolved,  at  all  events,  to 
obtain  a  free  interview  with  Blanch  before  the  con^ 
stable  should  be  released,  had  expresslv  ordered 
that  no  person  whatever  should  speak  with  him  titt 
next  day.  But  Leontio,  notwithstanding  this 
order,  finding  means  to  get  access'  to  the  king*ft 
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chamber,  presented  hiinself  before  him,  Mtjnog, 
"  Sir,  if  a  loyal  and  respectiiil  subject  may  be 
allowed  to  complain  of  his  master,  I  am  come  to 
complain  of  you  to  yourself.  What  crime  has  my 
son-ito-law  committed?  Has  your  majesty  duly, 
reflected  on  the  eternal  reproach  you  have '  fixed 
upon  my  family ;  and  on  the  consequences  of  as 
imprisonment,  which  may  alienate  from  your  ser* 
vice  the  hearts  of  those  who  fill  the  most  important 
posts  of  the  realm  f " — '*  I  have  certain  inleUigencp 
(replied  the  kin^)  that  the  constable  carries  on  a 
criminal  correspondence  with  the  Infant  Dob 
Pedro.'' — "  Criminal  correspondence !  (cried  Le- 
ontio,  with  surprise.)  Do  not  believe  it.  Your 
majesty  is  imMsed  upon:  treason  never  entered 
the  family  of  Siffredi ;  and  the  constable's  bein^my 
son-in-law  is  enough  to  screen  him  fnim  all  tospi^ 
cion. — ^The  constable  is  innocent;  but  other  stcrel 
views  have  induced  you  to  arrest  him«" 

^'  9ince  you  talk  to  me  so  freely  (replied  the  king) 
I  will  ^ak  to  you  in  the  same  manner.-^YoQ 
compliun  of  the  constable's  being  imprisoned: 
what !  have  I  not  more  cause  to  complain  of  yoot 
cruelty  f  ^s  you,  barbarous  Siffredi !  who  have 
robbed  me  of  my  quiet,  and  reduced  me,  by  your 
ofBcious  cares,  to  a  condition  that  makes  me  envy 
die  lowest  of  mankind.  But  don't  flatter  yourself 
that  I  will  enter  into  your  schemes— my  marriage 
with  Cdnstantia  is  resolved  upon  in  vain."— ^^  How, 
Sir !  (cried  Leontio,  trembling)  can  you  refuse  to 
marry  the  princess  afler  having  flattered  her  with 
that  hope  before  your  whole  people  .^" — "  If  I  de- 
ceive their  expectation  (replied  the  king)  ascribe  it 
solely  to  yourself.  Why  did  you  lay  me  under  a 
necessi^  of  promising  that  which  I  could  not  per* 
form  f    Who  compelled  you  to  fill  a  P>4>er  which  I 

five  your  daughter  with  the  name  ot  Constantia  i 
ou  was  not  ignorant  of  my  intention.— Yon  ty<* 
rannised  over  ^e  heart  of  Blanch,  in  making  her 
marry  a  man  whom  she  did  not  love.    But  what 
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xifAii  imd  you  to  dispose  of  mine  in  favour  of  a 
pnncesf  irhom  I  Iiate  ?  Have  you  fqrgoi  tbat  she 
n  tiie  daughter  of  that  cruel  Matilda,  who,  tram- 
pUag  under  her  feet  all  the  ti^s  of  blood  aad 
oamanity,  made  my  father  breathe  his  last  under 
all  the  rigours  of  captivity  i  and  shall  I  espouse 
her  f  No,  Siffiredi !  lay  aside  that  hope. — Before 
you  see  tiie  torch  of  these  direful  nuptials  lighted, 
yon  will  see  all  Sicily  hi  flames^  and  its  ashes 
quenched  in  blood  !" 

"« What  do  I  hear!  (cried  Leontio.)  Ah,  Sir! 
what  a  prospect  have  you  shown  me !  What  terri* 
Ue  threaa!— But  I  am  unseasonably  alarmed 
(added  he  in  another  tone ;)  you  love  your  sul^jects 
loo  wdl  to  entail  upon  them  such  misery.  You 
will  not  allow  yourself  to  be  overcome  by  love.-^ 
Ton  will  not  tarnish  your  virtues  with  the  weak* 
nesses  of  ordinary  men.  If  I  have  bestowed  my 
daughter  on  the  constablei  it  was  dooe.  Sir,  widi  i^ 
view  of  acquiring  for  your  mi^esty  a  valiant  sub- 
jfKt,  who  can  support,  with  his  arm  and  the  troops 
u^iich  are  at  hb  disposal,  your  interest  ag^nst  that 
of  the  prince  Don  redro»  I  thought  tbat  in  attach* 
mg  him  to  my  fitraily  by  such  intimate  ties-r-" 
*^Ah!  these  are  the  ties  (cried  the  prince  Henri- 

!iiea)  these  are  the  fatal  ties  tbat  have  undone  me ! 
!ruel  friend  !  why  did  you  inflict  such  a  heavy 
stroke  upon  me?  Did  I  order  you  to  manage  my 
concerns  at  the  expence  of  my  heart  i  Why  did  you 
not  leave  me  to  support  my  rights  by  my  sell'?  Did 
I  want  courage  to  reduce  those  who  should  rebel 
against  me?  I  should  have  known  how  to  punish 
the  constable  had  be  disobeyed  me.  I  know  that 
kings  ought  n«t  to  be  tyrants,  and  that  the  h9|)pi- 
Bos  of  their  people  should  be  their  chief  alipa  :  but 
must  they  dsKrefore  fae  the  slaves  of  their  8ubj/ectS| 
and,  from  the  moment  that  heaven  chooses  them 
to  govern,  lose  the  right  that  nature  grants  to  aU 
men  of  disposing  of  their  afiecdons  as  they  please  ? 
Ah  I  if  they  must  not  enjoy  the  privilege  of  the 
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lowett  dass  of  mortals,  take  back,  Siffiredl,  that 
•overago  power  which  you  would  confirm  at  thi 
expence  of  my  repose." 

"  Yoo  know  very  well,  Sir,  (replied  the  minister) 
that  your  marriage  with  the  princess  was,  by  tfa^ 
late  king,  made  the  condition  of  jour  succession  to 
the  crowB." — **  And  what  right  (answered  Henri-* 
qaez)  had  he  to  establish  that  condition  f  Had  htt 
received  such  an  unworthy  law  when  he  succeeded 
to  his  brother  King  Charles  f  And  how  came  yoti 
to  be  so  weak  as  to  submit  to  the  unjust  condition  f 
For  an  hif  h  chancellor,  methinks,  you  are  very  tS\^ 
informed  of  our  customs.  In  a  word,  though  I 
have  promised  my  band  to  Constantia,  it  was  not  a 
voluntary  engagement ;  therefore  I  do  not  intend 
to  keep  my  word  :  and  if  Don  Pedro,  fronf  my  re* 
fusal,'  conceives  the  hope  of  mounting  my  throne 
without  engaging  the  people  in  a  quarrel,  which 
might  cost  loo  much  blood,  let  the  sword  decide, 
in  single  combat,  which  of  us  is  most  worthy  to 
feignw^'  Leontid,  not  daring  to  urge  him  any  far** 
Jicar,  contented  himself  with  asking,  on  his  knees, 
ibis  enlaf  gemeat  of  his  son^n'^law,  which  he  obtain^ 
ed^  **  Go,  (aald  the  king'to  him)  return  to  Belmont| 
#hitlier  the  constable  will  soon  follow  you."  l^he 
aninister  went  away,  and  got  back  to  Belmont,  per^ 
suaded  that  bis  son-in-law  would  not  be  long  behind 
him«  But  in  this  he  was  mistaken:  Henrique* 
resokvd  to  see  Blanch  that  night,  and  therefore 
deferred  the  release  of  her  husband  (ill  next  day. 

Meanwhile  the  constable  was  tortured  with  the 
most  cruel  reflections :  his  imprisonment  had  open 
ad  bis  eyes  with  regard  to  the  true  cause  of  his 
nratfortune :  he,  therefore,  abandoned  himself  en- 
liriBly  to  his  jealousy;  and  renouncing  the  allegiance 
hehadbiftherto  so  commendably  preserved,  breathed 
ivotbing  but  vengeance.  As  he  concluded  l^at 
tlie  king  would  not  foil  of  being  with  Blanch  that 
mgbt,  in  order  to  surprise  them  together,  he  begged 
the  governor  of  the  castle  of  Palermo  to  let  him  go 
Vol.  I.  26 
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oat)  aisuring^  him  that  he  would  return  to  priv  m 
next  morning  before  day.  The  governor,  who  %  as 
entirely  devoted  to  him,  consented  to  this  the  mere 
easily,  as  he  knew  that  Siffiredi  had  already  obtaini^ 
nis  liberty,  and  even  furnished  him  with  a  horse  io 
arry  him  to  Belmont ;  where  the  constable  beitig 
arrived,  he  tied  his  horse  to  a  tree,  entered  tk^e 
park  by  a  little  door,  of  which  he  had  the  key,  and 
was  so  lucky  as  to  get  into  the  castle  unperceived. 
Be  went  straight  to  the  apartment  of  his  wife, 
and  concealing  himself  in^  an  antichamber  behind  a 
screen,  which  he  found  there,  proposed  to  observe 
from  thence  all  that  should  pass,  and  to  appear 
suddenly  in  Blanch's  chamber^  at  the  least  noise  he 
should  hear. — While  be  was  in  this  situation,  he 
$aw  Nisa  come  out  from  her  mistress,  and  retire  to 
the  closet  where  she  lay. 

Siffredi's  daughter,  who  had  easily  discerned  the 
motive  of  her  husband's  imprisonment,  concluded 
that  he  would  not  return  that  night  to  Belmont, 
although  her  father  bad  told  her  the  king  assured 
him  the  constable  would  set  out  soon  after  htm. 
She  did  not  doubt  that  Henriquez  would  take  the 
advantage  of  that  conjuncture  to  visit  and  converse 
with  her  at  liberty ;  and  in  this  opinion  she  waited 
for  the  prince,  in  order  to  reproach  him  with  an 
action  which  might  have  terrible  consequences,  in 
regard  to  her. — Accordingly,  in  a  litde  time  after 
Nisa  had  withdrawn,  the  partition  opened,  and  the 
king  came  and  threw  himself  at  Blanch's  feet,  say- 
ing, **  Madam,  do  not  condemn  before  you  have 
given  me  the  hearing  :  if  I  have  ordered  the  con« 
stable  to  be  imprisoned,  consider  that  it  was  the 
only  means  1  had  left  to  justify  myself;  therefore 
impute  that  artifice  to  yourself  alone.  Why  did 
you  this  morning  refuse  to  hear  me  f  Alas !  to- 
morrow your  husband  will  be  enlarged,  and  I  shall 
never  have  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  you  again. 
Hear  me,  then,  for  this  last  time :  if  Uie  loss  of  you 
makes  me  the  most  forlorn  of  mankind,  at  least 
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grttot  me  tbe  mdanoboly  consolation  of  conyinoing 
yoU}  that  my  infidelity  is  not  the  cause  of  my  mi^ 
fortune ;  for  though  1  confirmed  to  Constantia  th« 
offer  of  my  hand,  it  was  what  I  could  not  dispense 
With  doing,  in  the  situation  to  which  your  lather 
had  reduced  me.— There  was  a  necessity  for  my 
deceiving  the  princess,  for  your  interest  as  well  as 
my  own,  in  order  to  secure  to  you  the  crown  as 
well  as  the  person  of  your  lover.  This  I  flattered 
myself  with  accomplishing ;  and  had  already  taken 
measures  to  break  that  fatal  engagement;  but  you 
have  destroyed  my  plan,  and  by  giving  yourself 
away  too  inccmsiderately,  laid  up  a  fund  of  eternal 
sorrow  for  two  hearts,  which  might  have  been  ren- 
dered happy  by  the  most  inviolable  love !" 

He  ended  tins  complaint  with  such  visible  marks 
of  real  despair,  that  Blanch  was  touched  with  hii 
condition,  and  no  longer  doubted  his  innocence 
which  at  first  gave  her  some  joy ;  but  afterwards, 
stung  with  the  consideration  of  her  misfortunet 
^^  Ah,  Sir!  (said  she  to  the  prince)  after  the  cruel 
determination  of  our  fate,  you  increase  my  affliction 
by  lettinff  me  know  that  you  were  not  guilty !  What 
have  I  mne !  unfortunate  that  I  am  f  My  resent* 
meBt  has  betrayed  me !  I  thought  myself  abandon** 
ed,  and  in  revenge  accepted  of  the  constable's  hand, 
which  was  presented  by  my  iath.er !  I  am  guilty  of 
the  crime,  and  have  been  the  cause  of  our  mutual, 
mishap!  Alas!  while  I  accused  you  of  having 
deceived  me,  it  was  I,  too  credulous  lover  I  it  was 
I  who  broke  those  bonds  which  I  had  sworn  to  keep 
for  ever  inviolate !  Revenge  yourself.  Sir,  in  your 
torn — Hate  the  ungrateful  Blanch — ^forget  her."-* 
^  Ah,  Madam  !  (said  Henriquez,  interrupting  her 
with  a  melancholy  air)  how  shall  I  find  means  to 
tear  from  my  heart  a  passion,  which  even  your  in- 
justice  cannot  extinguish." — ^<  You  iQust,  however, 
Sir,  make  that  effort  ^"  (replied  Siffredi's  daughter^ 
sighing.)  '*  What !  are  you  capable  of  that  effort 
yourseli  f"  (said  the  king.)    "  1  cannot  promise  to 
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IWBoetd  I  (answered  she)  bat  I  will  spare  no  {nans 
in  the  endeavour,  "—r**  Ah,  cruel  Blanch  !  fsaid  the 
prince)  yeu  will  easily  forget  Henriquea,  since  you 
are  able  to  form  such  a  design  !" — *^  And  what  can 

Jon  expect  f  (replied  she,  in  a  more  resolute  tone.) 
}o  you  flatter  yourself,  that  I  will  aHow  you  to 
continue  your  addresses  i  No,  Sir !  abandon  thai 
hope.  Though  I  was  not  bom  to  be  a  queen,  hea-* 
ven  never  formed  me  to  listen  to  disbooourable 
love.  My  husband,  as  weH  as  you,  Sir,  is  descend- 
ed from  the  noble  boose  of  A190U  i  and  if  my  duty 
£d  not  raise  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  your 
gallantry,  my  gtory  would  hinder  me  from  endur 
ing  it :  I  conjure  you,  therefore,  to  retire.  We 
must  see  one  another  no  more."— Heavens  t  what 
barbarity !  (replied  the  king.)    Ah  Blanch,  is  it 

?BS»ible  that  you  should  treat  me  with  such  rigour  f 
ou  do  not  drink  then,  that  your  being  in  the  arms 
of  the  constable  is  enough  to  overwhelm  me  t  yov 
must  also  forbid  me  your  sight,  the  only  oonsola« 
lion  I  had  left !''  '<  Fly  me,  rather  (answered  the 
dmiffhter  of  Siffredi,  shedding  some  tears)  the  sight 
of  wliat  one  tenderly  loves  ceases  to  be  pleasingy 
wlien  the  liopeofpossessing  it  is  kiet  AueU,  Sirt 
fly  from  me.  Tou  owe  that  effort  to  your  vwv 
glory  and  my  reputatitMi.  I  ask  it,  also,  for  my 
^uiet :  for^  in  short,  aldiough  my  virtue  sIkwU  not 
be  alaraied  by  the  emotions  of  my  heart,  the  r^ 
membrance  of  your  tendem«i8S  will  entail  upon 
me  such  cruel  conflicts,  thai  I  shall  Jcaroe  ha^o 
itrength  enough  to  maintain  them/' 

She  pronounced  these  words  so  passionately,  thai 
die  unwittingly  overturned  a  candlestick  wliidi 
Stood  on  a  table  behind  her ;  and  the  candle  going 
out  in  falling,  she  took  it  up  in  order  to  light  ic 
again,  for  which  purpose  she  opened  the  door  of 
3be  antichamber,  and  went  to  tbd  cioaet  of  Misa, 
who  was  not  y^t  ^ne  to  bed.  The  kia^,  wlio 
waited  for  her  return,  no  sooner  saw  her  approach 
with  the  light,  than  he  maiie  pressing  instanees  to . 
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her,  that  the  would  loffer  his  attachment.  Ths 
constable,  hearing  the  prince's  voice,  rushed  into 
the  chamber,  sword  in  hand,  almost  at  the  same 
time  that  his  wife  entered,  and  advancing  towards 
Henriquez.  with  all  the  resentment  that  his  rage 
.nspired,  <^  This  is  too  much,  tyrant !.  (cried  he) 
don't  think  that  I  am  so  base  as  to  endure  the 
affront  thou  hast  done-my  honour." — "  Traitor  (re- 
plied diP  king,  potting  himself  m  a  posture  of  de- 
fence) don't  imagine  that  thou  art  able  to  execute 
thy  dmiffM  witib  impunity*"  With  these  words ' 
they  bcKan  a  combat  which  was  too  furious  to.  last 
lonj^ ;  we  constable,  fearing  that  Siffredi  and  his 
servants,  alarmed  at  the  cries  of  Blanch,  would 
soon  coyne  and  oppose  his  vengeance,  fought  with- 
out caution.  His  rage  divested  lum  of  all  judg- 
ment ;  be  took  his  measures  so  ill  that  he  ran  upon 
his  adversary's  sword,  which  entered  his  body  to 
the  hUt,  and  the  moment  he  fell,  the  king  checked, 
his  indignation. 

Leontio's  daughter,  touched  with  the  condition 
in  which  she  saw  her  husband,  and  surmounting 
the  natural  reluctance  she  had  for  him,  threw  her- 
self on  die  floor,  and  suj^orted  him  with  the  most 
eager  concern.  But  that  unhappy  spouse  was  too 
much  prqjossessed  against  her,  to  be  affected  with 
these  expressions  of  her  grief  and  compassion. 
Death,  whose  approaches  he  felt,  could  not  sup~ 
press  the  transports  of  his  jealousy ;  he  saw  nothing 
in  his  last  moments  but  the  happiness  of  his  rivso, 
and  the  idea  appeared  so  horrid,  that,  collecting 
an  the  strength  he  had  left,  he  Med  the  sword 
which  was  sdll  in  his  hand,  and  plunged  it  in  the 
breast  of  Blanch.  <'  Die  (said  he,  while  he  stabbed 
her)  die,  unfedthful  woman,  since  the  ties  of  maN 
riage  have  been  too  weak  to  preserve  that  faith 
which  you  swore  to  me  at  the  altar !  And  thou, 
Henriquez  (added  he)  boast  not  of  thy  fate.  Thou 
canst  not  eniOy  my  misfortune,  and  dierefore  I  die 

satisfied."    Having  spoke  thus,  he  expired,  and  his 

Vol..  L    26*  to 
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«oiiiiteirancc,  corered  as  it  Was  widi  dfee  sbsiea  nf 
ileolh,  still  retafoed  somelliBg  fierce  and  terrible* 
That  of  Blanch  presented  qaite  a  differetil  specta^ 
de.  The  blow  the  receivvd  was  mortal;  sLe  fell 
upon  die  body  of  her  dying  spouse,  aad  the  Jblood 
of  this  innocent  victim  was  mned  with  that  of  her 
murtherer,  who  had  executed  his  cruel  resolution 
to  suddenly^  that  the  kiag  bad  not  tiaife  to  prerenl 
ts  effects. 

^  The  unfortunate  prince,  ieeing  Blanch  fall,  utter- 
ed a  loud  cry,  and  more  confounded  than  she  with 
the  blow  that  robbed  her  of  life,  hastened  to  give 
her  the  same  succour  that  she  had  offered  to  the 
constable.  Bat  she  said,  with  a  fahering  voice, 
*'*  Sir,  you  may  spare  yourself  the  trouble.  I  am 
the  victim  Vrhicfa  unmtying  fiite  demands ;  may  it 
appease  the  wrath  of  heaven,  and  secure  the  hap- 
pmess  of  your  reign  T'  As  she  pronounced  these 
words,  Leeotio,  brought  thither  by  her  cries,  enter- 
ed the  chamber,  aad  struck  with  the  objects  that 
Ciented  themsdves  lo  his  eyes,  became  motion- 
where  he  stood ;  while  olanch,  wiAout  per- 
ceiving him,  continuing  io  speak  to  the  king,  said, 
^  Adieu,  prince ;  cherish  my  niemory.  My  love  and 
misfortunes  claim  that  favour.  Entertain  no  re- 
sentmfBt  against  my  father.  Comfort  his^  age  and 
'iorrow,  and  do  justice  to  hie  aeal.  Above  all, 
make  ny  innocence  known.  This  is  what  I  recom- 
mend to  you  more  than  any  thing*  Adieu,  my 
dear  Hear^uet-*-!  die— ^receive  my  last  breadi.'' 

So  saying,  she  ezpred ;  aad  the  king  having  kepi 
»  wietancholy  silence  ibr  some  time,  said  to  Sifirem, 
wjo  was  overwhelmed  with  wee,  <*B^old,  Leontio, 
^ntemplate  your  own  work,  and,  in  this  tragical 
event,  consider  the  fruit  of  your  oficious  care  and  . 
teal  for  me  f'  Theoldman  was  so  penetrated  with 
sorrow  that  he  made  no  reply — ^but  why  should  I 
pretend  to  describe  tfiose  things  which  no  language 
ran  express  f  Let  it  sudice  to  say,  that  both  atter- 
cd  the  mos#   noving  complaints,  as  soon  aa  the 
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gfeatness  of  their  afflicdon  aUow«d  Uieia  die  nic 
of  speech.  The  king  all  hii  life  preserved  Uie 
most  tender  remembrance  of  his  mistvess^  aad  GOid4 
never  be  prevailed  qdod  ta  marry  Coostantia^  who 
being  joined  hy  the  infimtDon  Pedro,  they  spurcd 
fiothhag  to  avail  themselves  of  Roger's  last  will : 
but  they  were  at  last  obliged  to  yield  to  prince 
Henriquez,  who  subdued  aM  his  eoeoiies.  As  for 
Siffiredi,  the  grief  he  felt  for  haying  been  the  caiiie 
of  so  many  misfortunes  detached  him  from  the 
world,  and  rendered  his  native  country  insapport- 
able  to  him  :  he,  therefore,  abandoned  Sicily^  and 
crossing  over  into  Spain,  with  Portia,  the  only 
child  he  liad  left,  purchased  this  castle,  where  he 
lived  near  fifteen  years  after  Blanch's  death^  and 
had  the  comfort,  before  he  diedyw^f  seeing  Portia 
setded  :  she  married  Don  Jerome  de  Silva,  and  I 
am  tlie  only  firuit  of  that  marriage.  This  (added  * 
ihe  widow  of  Bon  Pedro  de  Pinares)  is  the  liislorgr 
of  my  family,  and  a  faithful  account  aC  Ae  mis- 
fortunes  represented  in  that  picture,  which  mf 
grandfitther,  Leontio,  ordered  to  be  drawn  ai  a 
monument  of  the  fatal  adventure  to  his  posterkjr. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


Ortiz^  her  companions,  andl^  having  heanl 
ihis  relation,  withdivw,  and  left  Anrora  and  Elvim 
in  the  hali,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  the  4sKy, 
m  conversation*  Far  firom  being  tired  with  eoe 
another,  next  day,  when  we  set  out,  they  were  as 
much  affected  at  parting  as  two  friends  who  have 
lonff  lived  agreeably  together. 
.  At  last  we  arrived  (without  meeting  any  bad 
accident)  at  Salamanca,*  where  we  immediately 

*  Sidamanca  is  one  of  the  largest  cities  in  Spain,  sitinted 
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took  a  house  ready  fiirnisbed,  and  Dame  Ordi^  at 
ife  had  concehed  it,  assumed  the  name  of  Donna 
Ximena  de  Gusman.  She  had  been  too  long  a 
4uenna  not  to  be  a  good  actress ;  accordingly,  go-^ 
ing  out  one  morning  with  Aurora,  a  waiting  maid, 
and  valet,  she  repaired  to  a  house  where  lodgings 
were  let,  and  where  we  understood  Pacheco  usually 
lived.  Having  asked  if  they  had  an  apartment  to 
let,  they  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and  showed 
her  into  one  pretty  handsomely  furnished,  which 
«he  hired  immediately,  giving  earnest  to  the  land- 
lady, and  telling  her,  that  it  was  designed  for  one 
<>f  her  nephews  who  was  coming  from  Toledo,  to 
study  at  Salamanca,  and  would  arrive  that  very 
day. 

The  duenna  and  my  mistress  having  secured  this 
lodging,  went  home  agidn,  and  the  Sedr  Aurora, 
without  losing  time,  transformed  herself  into  a 
cavalier ;  covering  her  blacks  hair  with  a  light- 
coloured  tour,  painting  her  eye-brows  of  the  same 
complexion^  and  adjusting  herself  in  such  a  manner 
as  that  she  mignt  very  well  pass  for  a  young  noble- 
man.   Her  carriage  was  free  and  easy,  and  except- 
ing her  face,  which  was  a  little  too  handsome  for  a 
man,  nothing  could  potsiUy  betray  her  disguise : 
her  maid,  who  was  to  serve  in  quality  of  page,  took 
the  diess  also,  and  we  were  under  no  apprehension 
of  her  ill  acting,  for  she  had  a  good  modest  assur- 
ance in  her  aii;  which  w^  very  well  adapted  (ox 
4he  part  she  was  to  play.     In  the  aflemoon,  these 
two  actreisses  being  m  a  condition  to  appear  on  the 
.  slage,  (that  is,  in  the  lodging  which  had  been 
taken,)  I  accompanied  them  thither  in  a  coach, 
with  ail  the  baggage  we  should  have  occasion  for. 
The  Itodlady,  whose  name  waK  Bemarda  Ra- 
mires,  received  us  with  great  civility,  and  conduct- 
ed 110  to  our  apartment,  where  we  began  to  enter 

.    ■  I    ■        ^ 

% 

on  tba  banks  of  the  nver  Tormes,  in  the  kin^om  of  Leon, 
«uid  Aunous  for  its  university. 
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iulo  conversationy  and  agreed  with  her  for  our 
board  by  the  month.  Then  asking  if  she  had  a 
good  many  boarders,  she  replied,  ^' I  have  none  at 
present  I  might  have  abundance,  if  I  would  take 
all  sorts  of  people ;  but  I  receive  none  but  young 
noblemen;  and  I  expect  one  this  evening,  who 
comes  from  Madrid  to  finish  his  studies.  His  name 
is  Don  Lewis  de  Pacheco ;  perhaps  you  may  have 
heanl  of  him." — '<No  (sud  Aurora)  I  know  nothing 
4>f  him,  and  you  will  oblige  me  by  letting  me  know 
what  sort  of  a  man  he  is,  since  I  am  to  loidge  in  the 
same  house  with  him." — '^  Sir  (answered  die  land- 
lady, looking  at  the  false  cavuier)  he  is  quite  a 
fine  figure,  and  pretQr  much  of  your  own  make. 
Ah  !  how  happy  you  will  be  in  one  another  !  By 
St  Jago,  I  may  boast  of  having  at  my  house  two 
of  the  most  handsome  noblemen  in  Spain." — ''This 
Don  Lewis  (replied  my  mistress)  has  doubtkss  a 
thousand  love-intrigues  inSalaknanca.^^'*^''Te8y  111 
assure  you  (said  the  old  woman)  he  is  a  brisk  gal- 
Jant)  upon  my  word.  He  has  no  more  to  do,  but 
show  himself  and  conquer ;  and  among  others,  he 
has  quite  captivated  a  lady  of  youth  *and  beai^y^ 
whose  name  is  Isabella^  an  old  lawyer's  daughter^ 
who  is  fond  of  him  to  distraction."—^'  And  tell 
oie,  good  mother,  (cried  Aurora,  interrupting  her 
with  precipitation)  b  he  as  much  in  love  widi 
her  ?" — "  He  was,  ^replied  Bemarda  Ramires)  be- 
fore bis  departure  for  Madrid :  but  I  do  not  know 
if  he  retains  bis  passion  for  her  still ;  for  in  these 
points  he  is  not  much  to  be  depended  upon ;  but 
skips  from  woman  to  woman,  as  alb  young  gende- 
men  usually  do."  . 

The  good  widow  had  scarce  done  speaking, 
when  hearing  a  noise  in  the  court-yard,  we  look- 
ed through  the  window,  and  perceived  two  men 
alighting  from  their  horses:  these  were  no* other 
than  Don  Lewis  de  Pacheco  himself^  just  arrived 
from  Madrid,  with  his  valet  'de  chambre.  .l/pon 
which  the  old  woman  left  ud,  in  order  to  receive 
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him,  and  ny  mistreM  prepared  hendf  ^not  with- 
oat  emotion)  to  play  tlw  part  of  Don  Felix.  Don 
Lewis  in  a  short  time  entered  oar  apartment  in  his 
bootsj  and  saluted  Aurora,  saying,  **  Understand- 
ing that  a  young  nobleman  of  Toledo  is  a  lodger 
here,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  joy  in  having  Mm 
for  a  companion*"  While  my  mistress  return^  this 
compliment,  Pacheco  seemed  surprised  to  see  such 
«o  aimiabk  cavalier;  and  could  not  help  telling 
her,  that  he  had  never  before  beheld  my  man  so 
handsome  and  genteelly  made.  A  great  many 
civilities  passed  on  hoA  sides^  afler  which  Don 
Lewis  retired  to  the  apartment  allotted  for  him. 

While  he  was  shining  and  dressing,  a  sort  ti( 
nage,  who  wanted  to  deliver  a  letter  to  him,  meet- 
ing Aurora  on  the  stair-case  by  accident,  mistook 
her  fer  Don  Lewis,  and  giving  her  the  billel,  said^ 
'*  Signer  cavalier,  though  I  have  never  beibre  seen 
Signor  Pacheco,  I  believe  I  heed  not  ask  if  you  are 
he,  being  persoaded  that  I  am  not  miftaken*'^'^ 
**  No,  friend,  ^replied  my  mistress,  widi  admimUe 
presence  of  mind)  you  are  assavedly  not  mistaken, 
and  yon  acquit  yourself  of  ^onr  commission  sur- 
prisingly well.  I  am  Don  Lewis  De  Pacheco;  you 
may  return ;  and  I  will  take  care  to  send  an  answer 
v«ry  soon."  The  page  disappearing,  Aurara  shat 
herself  op  with  her  maid  and  me,  and  opening  ihc 
letter,  read  these  words.<^-> 

<<  With  what  joy  did  I  recme  the  news  of  yoni 
nrrival  at  Salamanca !  My  transport  had  well  nigh 
got  die  better  of  my  reason  !-^But  is  Isabella  sdll 
dear  to  you  f  make  haste,  and  assure  her  in  person 
of  your  constancy :  though  she  will  scarce  be  able 
ta  support  the  pleasure  of  finding  yon  unchanged  !'* 


**  This  billet  (said  Aurora)  proclaims  ithe  vi 
of  Che  aittthor's  passion ;  ana  the  lady  is  a  ri\ 
to  be  contemned.    I  lyiust  spare  nodiing  to  detach 
Don  Lewis  from  her,  and  even  to  binder  him  from 


violence 
rival  not 
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seekig  her:  the  undertaking,  I  owb,  U  dificnh} 
but  nevertlieless,  I  AobH  despair  of  success.'^  Ae« 
cordingly  my  mistress  haviof^  inmsed  a  miHiite  or 
two,  added,  *<  Pit  engage  there  shall  be  a  breach 
between  them,  in  less  than  fimr-and-twenty  hours.*^ 
Pacheco  having  taken  a  little  repose  in  his  own 
apartment,  returned  to  our's,  and  renewed  his  con- 
versation with  Aurora,  before  supper.  "  Signor 
cavalier  (said  he  to  her,  with  an  air  of  pleasantry) 
1  believe  the  husbands  and  lovers  will  have  no 
cause  to  rejoice  at  your  arrival  at  Salamanca ;  but 
rather  have  reason  to  be  tkneasy :  as  for  my  own 
part,  I  tremble  for  my  ccmquests.^ — **  Hark'e  (an« 
swered  my  mistress,  in  the  same  tone]  your  fear  is 
not  ill  grounded ;  Don  Felix  deMenaoza  is  a  for- 
midable man,  I  assure  you.  I  have  been  in  this 
country  before,  and  know  that  the  women  here,  are 
no€  insensible:  about  a  month  ago,  in  my  way 
through  this  city,  I  stopped  h«re  eight  days,  and 
I  wilt  tell  you  in  confidence,  diat  I  inflamed  an 
dd  lawyer's  daughter.** 

I  perceived  Don  Lewis  disordered  at  these  words. 
^  May  one,  without  being  thought  impertinent  (said 
be)  ask  the  lady's  name  i^'*  *^  How  !  without  being 
thought  impertinent!  f cried  the  pretended  Dcm 
Felix)  why  should  I  make  a  mystery  of  )t  to  you  f 
Do  you  think  me  more  reserved  than  other  noble- 
men of  my  age  f  you  must  not  do  me  such  injustice. 
Besides,  between  you  and  roe,  the  object  does  not 
deserve  such  delicacy.  She's  only  a  pitiful  citizen ; 
und  a  man  of  quality,  you  know,  is  never  seriously 
engrossed  by  such  abigails,  but  thinks  he.  does 
Ihem  an  honour  in  debauching  them.  I  will,  there- 
fore»  without  ceremony,  acquaint  you  with  the 
name  of  the  lawyer's  daughter,  which  is,  Isabella'' 
— "  And  the  lawyer  (cried  Pacheco,  int«*rupting 
her  with  impattencejlis  not  he  called  Signor  Murcia 
de  la  Lianna  ?"— "  The  very  same  (replied  my  mis- 
tress) here  is  a  letter  which  I  received  from,  her 
)nst  tt0w«    You  may  rpad  it»  and  see  whether  or 
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nol  die  lady  has  a  kindaess  for  me."  Don  Lewk 
casting  his  eyes  over  the  billet,,  knew  the  hand^ 
and  was  struck  dumb  with  cbnfusion.  **  What  is 
the  matters^  (^ded  Aurora,  with  an  air  of  astonish- 
ment) you  change  colour !  I  believe  (God  forgive 
me !)  that  you  have  some  concern  in  this  lady* 
Ah !  hpw  vexed  am  I  for  having  spoke  of  her  so 
freelv !" 

''  I  think  myself  obliged  to  you  for  your  informa- 
tion (said  Don -Lewis,  in  a  transport  of  anger  and 
disdam.)  Perfidious,  fickle  creature !  Don  Felix,  I 
am  bound  to  you  for  ever.  Ton  have  extricated 
me  out  of  an  error,  in  which  I  might  have  remained 
a  long  time.  I  thought  myself  beloved.  Beloved, 
did  I  say  f  I  believed  myself  adored  by  that  Isa- 
beUa.  i  had,  indeed,  some  regard  for  the  creature ; 
but  now  I  see  she  is  a  coquette  who  deserves  no- 
thing but  contempt." — ^^  I  applaud  your  resent- 
ment (said  ("Aurora,  feigning  indignation  in  her 
turn)  a  lawyer's  daughter  ought  to  think  herself 
very^happy  in  ha^ng  such  an  accomplished  noble- 
man as  you  for  her  lover.  Her  inconstancy  is  in- 
excusable ;  and  far  firom  accepting  the  sacrifice  she 
makes  of  you,  I  intend  to  punish  her  by  slighting 
her  favours*"—*^  For  my  part  (replied  Pacheco)  the 
only  vengeance  that  I  shall  take,  is  never  to  see 
her  again." — **Tou  are  in  the  right  (cried  the  false 
Mendoxa ;)  nevertheless,  that  she  may  know  how 
much  we  both  despise  her,  I  think  each  of  us 
should  write  to  her  an  insulting  letter,,  trhich  I 
will  enclose  in  one  paper,  and  send  as  an  answer  to 
this  her  billet  But,  before  we  proceed  to  this  ex« 
tremity,  consult  your  heart  Perhaps  you  wil]^ 
one  day,  repent  of  having  broke  with  Isabelia." — 
*'  No,  no  !  (said  Don  Lewis)  I  shall  never  be  so 
weak ;  and  in  the  mean  time  consent  to  mortify 
the  ungrateful  creature,  as  you  have  proposed." 

I  was  accordingly  sent  for  paper,  pen,  and  ink, 
and  both  of  them  set  about  composing  very  obliging 
letters  for  the  daughter  of  Doctor  Morcia  la  Lian- 
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na.  Pacheco,  in  particular,  could  not  find  terms 
strongenougfa  to  express  hi?  sentiments,  and  tore 
five  or  six  half-finished  billets,  because  he  thought 
they  were  not  sufficiently  severe.  One,  however, 
he  was  satisfied  with  at  last ;  and  no  doubt  he  h)aid 
reason  so  to  be;  for  it  contained  these  words: 
*'  Learn  to  know  yourself,  my  princess,  and  be  no 
longer  so  vain  as  to  beHeve  that  I  love  you. — ^If  I 
am  captivated,  it  must  be  with  other  kind  of  merit 
than  yours,  which  is  scarce  sufficient  to  amuse  me 
\>T  a  few  moments  ;  and  only  calculated  for  divert- 
mg  the  meanest  scholars  of  the  university." — This 
courteous  letter  being  written,  and  Aurora  having 
finished  hers,  which  was  nbt  a  whit  milder ;  she 
sealed  them  both,  and  enclosing  them  together, 
gave  me  the  packet,  saying,  '^  There,  Gil  Bias,  be 
sure  to  deliver  this  to  Isabella  this  evening. — ^You 
understand  me  i^"  (added  she,  tipping  me  the  wink, 
the  meaning  of  which  I  could  easily  comprehend.) 
^*  Yes,  Sir  ^answered  I)  the  thing  shall  be  done  to 
vour  wish." 

At  the  same  time  I  went  out,  and  being  in  the 
street,  said  to  myself,  "  Oho !  Gil  Bias,  then 
seems  you  play  the  valet  in  this  farce.  Well, 
friend,  show  that  you  have  wit  enough  to  perform 
such  a  fine  part.  Signor  Don  Felix  Tas  you  see) 
depends  so  much  oh  your  understandmg,  that  he 
contents  himself  with  giving  you  a  sign  only.  Is 
he  to  blame  for  that  ?  No.  I  conceive  his  mean- 
ing :  he  desires  that  I  should  deliver  this  billet  of 
Don  Lewis  only.  That  is  the  interpretation  of  the 
sign,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  intelligi- 
ble." I  did  not  hesitate  in  opening  the  packet, 
from  which  I  took  Pacheco's  letter,  and  carried  it 
to  the  house  of  Doctor  Murcia,  having  soon  inform- 
ed myself  whereabouts  hp  lived.  Finding  the  little 
page  who  bad  been  at  our  lodgings  at  tlhe  door ; 
**  Brother  (said  I)  don't  you  serve  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Doctor  Murcia  ?"  When  he  answered  in  the 
affirniatiTe, ''  You  have  such  an  obliging  physiogno 
O  Vol.  I. 
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my  (i  replied)  that  I  take  the  liberty  to  deiire  yo« 
wiU  deliver  a  love-letter  to  your  mistress." 

The  page  asked  from  whom  I  brought  it;  and  I 
no  sooner  told  him  that  it  came' from  Don  Lewis  de 
PacfaecOi  than  he  said,  '^  Since  it  is  so,  follow  me ;  I 
have  orders  to  bring  you  in.  IsabeUa  wants  to  talk 
with  you."  I  allowed  myself,  therefore,  to  be  in- 
tiK)di;ced  into  a  closet,  where  I  did  not  stay  long 
before  tlie  lady  appeared ;  and  I  was  struck  with 
the  beauty  of  her  face,  having  never  beheld .  more 
delicate  features.  Her  air  was  affected  and  child- 
ish ;  but,  for  all  that,  she  had  walked  without  lead- 
ing strings  for  thirty  good  years  at  least  *'  Friend 
(said  she  to  me^  with  a  smiling  air)  do  you  belong 
to  Don  Lewis  de  Pacheco  ?"  1  answered  that  I  had 
been  his  valet  de  chambre  these  three  weeks ;  and 
then  delivered  the  fatal  letter,  wMch  she  read  over 
twice  or  thrice,  and  seemed  to  distrust  the  evidence 
of  her  own  senses.  It  is  very  certain  she  expected 
nothing  less  than  such  an  answer.  She  lifted  up 
her  eyes  towards  heaven,  bit  her  lips,  and  for  some 
time  discovered,  by  her  countenance,  the  pangs 
which  her  heart  endured.  Then,  all  of  a  sudden, 
iHldressing  herself  to  me,  "  Friend  (said  she)  is 
Don  Lewis  run  mad  f  Tell  me  if  you  know  why  he 
writes  to  me  in  this  gallant  style.  What  daemon 
possesses  him  ?  If  he  had  a  mind  to  break  with 
me,  could  he  not  have  done  it  iftitbout  afironting 
me  with  such  abusive  letters  ?" 

^'  Madam  (said  I)  my  master  is  certainly  to 
blame  9  but  he  was  in  some  measure  forced  to  it. 
If  you  will  promise  to  keep  the  secret,  I  will  dis- 
cover the  whole  mystery." — '*  I  do  promise ;  (said 
«he,  interrupting  me  with  precipitation)  don't  be 
afraid  of  mj  exposing  you,  but  freely  explain  your- 
self."— ^f*  Well,  tlieu  (I  resumed)  this  is,  briefly,  the 
affair.  Immediately  after  he  had  received  your 
letter,  a  lady,  covered  with  a  very  thick  veil,  come 
to  our  lodging,  and,  asking  for  Signor  Pacheco, 
spoke  with  him  in  private  for  a  good  while ;  and| 
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towards  the  dose  of  the  conversadon,  I  overheard 
her  to  say  to  him,  '  Tou  swear  to  me  that  yoa  will 
never  see  her  again :  but  that  is  not  all. — ^Tou  must 
also,  for  my  satisfaction,  this  instant  write  to  her  a 
^iillet  which  I  will  dictate,  and  this  I  exact  of  you.' 
Don  Lewis  did  as  she  desired,  then  putdng  the 
letter  into  my  hand,    'Enquire  (said  he)   where 
Doctor  Murcia  de  Lianna  lives,  and  convey,  with 
address,  this  paper  to  his  daughter  Isabella.' 
*  ''  So  that  you  see.  Madam  (added  I)  this  4^isobIig« 
mg  letter  is  the  work  of  a  rival,  and  consLKjuently 
my  master  is  not  so  much  to  blame."— *^  O  heaven! 
(cried  she)  he  is  more  so  than  I  imagined.   His  in- 
fidelity injures  me  more  than  the  spiteful  words 
which  his  hand  wrote.    Ah,  the  perfidious  wretch  [ 
he   has   entered   into    other    engagements. — ^But 
(added  she,  assuming  a  lofty  air)  let  him  abandon 
himself  to  bis  new  flame  without  constraint,  I  don't 
intend  to  thwart  him.    Tell  him,  that  he  had  no 
occasion  to  insult  me,  in  order  to  tnake  me  leiive 
the  field  free  to  my  rival;  and  that  I  despise  such 
a  fickle  lover  too  much  to  have  the  least  desire  oi 
recalling  him."     So  saying,  she  dismissed  me,  and 
retired  very  much  irritated  agunst  Don  Lewis ; 
while  I  went  away  very  well  satisfied  with  myself, 
and  persuaded  that  if  I  should  set  up  for  a  genius, 
I  should  soon  become  a  most  dexterous  cheat. — I 
returned  to  our  lodgings,  where  I  found  Mendoza 
and  Pacheco  at  supper,  conversing  together  as  if 
they  had  been  old  acquaintances.    Aurora,  per-' 
ceiving  by  my  cheerful  countenance  that  I  had  not 
acquitted  myself  ill  of  my  commission ;  *^  So,  thoo 
art  returned,    Gil  Bias  fsaid  she ;)   ^ve  us  an 
account  of  thy  message."    Being  obliged  to  trust 
to  my  own  finesse  again,^!  told  ihem  that  I  had 
delivered  thepacket  with  my  own  hand ;  and  that 
Isabella,  after  having  read    the   two  billet-doux 
which  it  contained,  instead  of  seeming  disconcert- 
ed, fell  a  laughing  like  one  who  had  lost  her  senses; 
saying,  *^Upon  my  conscience,  young  noblemen 
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bave  ao  excellent  style !  It  most  be  owned  that  other  peo« 
pie  doo't  write  half  so  agreeably." — ^<  A  fine  way  of  dis- 
embarrassing herself?  (cried  my  mistress)  she  must  cer- 
tainly be  a  finished  coquette." — ^^  As  for  me  (said  Don 
Lewis)  I  should  never  know  Isabella  by  such  behaviour : 
she  must  have  entirely  changed  her  character  during  my 
absence," — "  I  could  not  have  thought  her  such  a  person, 
indeed  (replied  Aurora,)  but  we  must  allow  that  there  are 
women  who  can  assume  a  great  many  diflerent  shapes  :  I 
was  once  in  love  with  one  of  these,  who  made  me  her  dupe 
a  long  time:  Gil  Bla^,  you  can  tell  that  she  had  an  air  ol 
virtue  which  might  have  deceived  the  whole  world." — 
^  Yes,  truly  (said  I,  mingling  in  the  conversation)  she  had 
a  look  that  would  have  decoyed  the  most  wary.  I,  my- 
self, might  have  been  trepanned  by  it." 

The  pretended  Mendoza  and  Pacbeco  burst  into  a  loud 
laugh  on  hearing  me  talk  tlius :  one,  because  I  bore  wit- 
ness against  an  imaginary  lady;  and  the  other  on  account 
of  the  expression  I  had  used.  We  continued  discoursing 
of  women  who  have  the  art  of  dissembling;  and  the  result 
of  our  conversation  was,  that  Isabella  was  accused  in  due 
form,  and  convicted  of  being  an  arrant  jilt. 

Don  Lewis  protested  anew  that  he  would  never  see  her, 
aad  Don  Felix,  by  his  example,  swore  he  would  always 
have  the  most  perfect  contempt  for  her.  After  these  pro- 
testations they  professed  a  mutual  friendship,  and  promis- 
ed to  conceal  notiiing  from  one  another.  Supper  being 
over,  they  proceeded  to  compliments ;  and,  at  last,  parted 
to  go  to  bed,  each  in  his  own  apartment.  I  followed  Au- 
rora to  hers,  where  I  gave  an  exact  account  of  the  conver- 
sation I  had  with  the  doctor's  daughter ;  not  forgetting  the 
least  circumstance.  I  thought  she  would  have  embraced 
me  in  the  transport  of  her  joy.  "  Dear  Gil  Bias  (said  she) 
I  am  charmed  with  thy  understanding !  When  one  is  so 
vnfortunfite  as  to  be  engaged  in  a  passion  which  compels 
us  to  have  recourse  to  stratagem,  it  is  a  great  advantage  to 
have  in  our  interests  such  a  sensible  young  fellow  as  thee* 
Coun^,  my  friend ;  we  have  removed  a  rival  who  might 
have  given  us  a  world  of  tibuble.  This  is  no  bad  prog- 
nostic :  but  as  lovers  are  subject  to  strange  relapsesi,  I  think 
^e  must  make  a  strong  push,  and  bring  Aurora  de  Guzr- 
man  on  the  stage  to-morrow."  I  approved  of  the  scheme, 
and  leaving  Signor  Don  Felix  with  his  page  retired  to  bed. 

END   OV   V0Lt7A;£   I. 
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p,H£  tiFQ  nei^.frifodi  me^pr  n^xt  fppfol^g; 
qmii  ,the  dajr  with  ombr^cesy  which  Aurorf  w^^; 
obBapd  iQ  give  and  rep^iye  ip  or^er  f o  act  ^e  part, 
o(/  Dqd'  F^z.  They  went  out  tc^  walk,  ;and  '1, 
a/cQOflipaiiied  thtm  watb  Chilii^dron^  the  valet  of 
QoQ, 'Lewis;  when  stopping  a^  the  auiversityi  to. 

ook  at  the  titles  of  book^  that  wtre.  pasted  on  the 
gate,,  which  a  gopd  many  people  amnsfd  themselvei. 
i|ij|i^iuUpg.  I  per^i^Y^f^  a  little  man  AORong  thein^ 
wl^  gi^e.bjA  ojpWpn  ^(  all  thf  different  work^  that, 
^re  sq.publisbed.  1  observed  that  be  was  beard 
wiib.  great  attention,  which  I  fancied,  at  the  ^ame 
timet  he  believed  was  no  more  than  his  -due :  for 
h^f^cm^d  vain  andposiUye,  as.little  men  common- 
ly ^. '  ".  That  Jiew  translation  of  Horace  (said  he), 
w^iicjtiyq^  see  a<)vertised  in  sjiich  large  characters,. 
ia  a  ifprk  in  pjrose,  con^pi^  by  au  old  eoUege-^ 
^K^|(ur{-*Hi  book  in  gi^eat  esteem  among  the  itu- 
4ffl^,  who.  have  already  consumed  four  ^itions  o^ 
i|.;  ud  yet  there  is  not  one  man  of  taste,  who  ha|( 
pi^xWed  so  much;  as  <^,si^gle  copy.^'  His  judg- 
imqit  yr^^ixQi  a  whit  more  favourable, fof  the  other' 

l)9<]j|(s,  »wbich  he. ridiculed  anthont  exception j  sO; 
.  r     A  f  1  Vol,,  n,  ■ 
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that,  in  aD  likelihood,  be  was  an  author  himself.  I 
should  not  have  been  tired  of  beoiing  ium  to  an 
end,  but  was  obb'ged  to  follow  Don  L^s  and  Don 
Felix,  who,  being  as  little  pleased  with  his  dis- 
course, as  interested  in  tlie  oOoks  which  he  cen- 
suTfd^loft  liin»  10  tbo  eajo^meot.  of  bis  om  frftk 

We  came  home  at  dinner-time,  and  my  mistress, 
sitting  down  at  tabl^  vitb  Pacbeco,  artfiidlv  turned 
the  conversation  on  b^  ona  fiwiiily*    *'  My  father 
(said  she)  is  a  cadet  of  t^  liouse  of  Mendpia,  and 
settled  at  Toledo ;  my  mother  is  sister  to  Donna 
Ximena  de  Crusman,  who  came  to  Salamanca  some 
days  ago,  on  an  ifikir^f  i^portatMte,  with  her  niece 
Aurora,  die  only  daughter  of  Don  Vincent  de  Qui- 
man,  whom,  perhaps,  you  know." — "  No,  (replM* 
Don-  Lewis)  but  I  nave  often  heard  of  hid,  m  w» 
as  of  your  cooein  Aurora.    Am  I  to  believe  what  lit' 
reported  of  her. ^  I  have  been  assured  that  notUng' 
equals  her  understandrog  but  her  befiuty."^^^  A^ 
ttrt  understanding  (resumed  Doh  Felit)  she  hasa 
pretty  good  share,  and  that  well  cultivated?  'btrt  1' 
don't  think  her  so  very  handsome.    People  stfV 
that  she  and  I  very  much  resemble  oiie  another.'^' 
-^**  If  that  be  the  case  (cried  Pacbeco)  ibe  deserves 
the  reputation  she  has  got:  your  features  ^tcre' 
regular ;  your  cousin  must  be  quite  enchaadifg.    T' 
wish  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  convbrsinjf ' 
with  her." — **  L  undertake  to  satisfy  your  curibskyij 
(replied  the  pretended  Mendoia)  and  will  cafrj*] 
you  to  my  aunt's  house  this  very  afternoon."  •  .lljr. 
mistress,  all  of  a  sudden,  changed  the  discourse;' | 
and  talked  'on  indifferent  sufejects.-»-Aftet'V!hirier,' 
while  tbey  werfe  preparing  to  gb  and  'vfeh  DtfhM 
Ximena,  T  was  befbrehand  with  thetn,  ah*  'faft'to'; 
advertise' the  ditehnk;  th^sit  ihe  nji^t  i>^  iekdf  id^ 
recdve  them  ;  dieii,  tctnhing  itistaritlti  accoAfipa^' 
nled  Don  PeVix,  who  conddcted  Don  mVis  (o.thej 
House 'of  his  airat.  ']pfiit  they  h^d  scarce  entered 
tlie  house,  when   they  met  Dame  Ximens^,  who 
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dNMI  ^m,  by  a  sign,  to  ibtke  no  noise.  <<  HniAr/ 
basb,  (nud  fbe,  with  a  low  voice)  yon  will  wake 
tilj  niece,  wlio  has  been  tormented  since  yesterday 
wkli  a  terrible  bead^ach,  which  has  jnst  left  her, 
and  the  poor  child  has  been  asleep  about  a  qnarter 
of  an  hour.**—"  I  am  sorry  fbr  this  disappointmtat, 
(Mdd  Mendota ;)  I  was  in  giMKl4iope9  of  seeing  my 
coarin,  «nd  had  promised  that  pleasure  to  ikiy 
fiienrd  Pacheco,*' — ^  The  aflSdr  -is  not  very  urgent, 
(replied  Ortii,  smiling^  you  may  defer  it  tH!  t^ 
Morrow.** '  The  cav^riiers  conversed  a  little  while 
with  the  old  gertttewdman,  and  then  retired.  ,     . '  ' 
Don  'Lewis  carried  us  to  the  house  of  one*  df  His' 
AiHwh,  a  gientleman^  #hoseimilfie  was  I>on  Odbrief 
de  Pedros,  wMi  ^om^  we  spent  the  rest  of  the  day ' 
Mpped,  and  did  not  think  of  coming  hdme  till  t#o' 
o^clock  in  the  morning.    We  had  got  aboiit  half 
way  when  we  stumbled  over  two  men  lying' ^retdh*' 
ed  upon  the  ground.    Thinking  they  were  nnflyr"* 
tnnale  people  who  had  been  assassinated,  we  stopt 
to  give'  them  assistance,  provided  it  wafs  not  too^ 
htte ;  and  as  we  endeavoured  to  inform  ourselves  of 
their  condition  as  well  as  the  darkness  of  the  ni^hf 
would  allow,  the  patrole  came  up ;  and  the  com-* 
ihander,  taking  us- at  drst  ibr  the  murderers,  order- 
ed Us  men  to  surround  ti&;  but  he  Conceived  a 
more  fiivmirable  opinion  of  our  morals  when  he 
heard  us  speak,  and,  by  the  help  of  a  dark  lahthom; 
sa(w  the  faces  of  Mendbza  and  Pacbeco.    His  s^l^* 
diers  being  ordefed  to  examine  the  condition  of  the^ 
two  men,  who  we  fancied  had  been  *!alh,'  (btiriff 
thsit  it  was  a  fat  licentiate,  with  liis  man,  both  in 
dquor,  or  rather  dead  drunk.     **  Gentlemen,  (cried 
one  of  the  guard)  I  know  this  epicure ;  it  is  Signer^ 
the' licentiate  Ghiyomar,  rector  of  our  university  r 
notwithstanding  the  pickle  you  see  him  in  now,  hif 
n  a  great  man,  a  wonderfiu  genius !    There  is  net 
a  philosopher  in  Salamanca  whoni  be  cannot  confnte 
in  ati  argument.     He  has  an  unparalleled 'flow  of 
wonis  i  'tis  pity  that  he  is  a  little  addicted  lo  law 
Vol.  2.  2 
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tialff^  the  houhy  and  ^  we«cb.  He  wm^  4»  lkilbt(> 
w  bi^  femrp  from  impping  with  bit  UtMlt^  wIhw 
Hokickily  bii  man  (jeitmg  as  drimk  aa  MnveU^  difjrr 
have  botb  tambM  in|#  ike  k«MeL  Befove  'lb# 
oqcmI  liceiitiate  wa$  rector>  <kift  misibfUiite  freqtoeli** 
Ijf .  happened  to  him ;  ^d  ^yon  tefc  boivonrt  dopH 
i^ways  cbai^e  the  n^ao*"  We  left  tboie  dnttkMda^ 
ia.  the  baqdt  pf  therp^trole,  who  ui|deirto0k  to  ^lurwy 
tbeoi  bpip^.andf  K^dming  to  ouriodgitigii^  twff. 
die  ifont  to  rea^  . 

r  I>QiiFdi«  and  Doa  Lewia  getting.  H]^  abdpl  qmrii 
Aurora  was  the  fint  ^^Igeel  of  thw  dtfct>n(My 
''  Gil  Bla$,  {#ald  n^  anistreM  to  me)  g0  ta  |n|r  atnt 
Pornia  XiflifQa)  and  ask  if  Signor  Pacfaeco  i«d  It 
c^  have  tbe.pkaaune  of  acMnng  my  oou«Ja  w4^fk^.» 
I  went  oat  to  acquit  myself  of  this  c^Mnmissjhmj  or 
rather. to  concert  with  the  dnenna  what  Waa  to  biei 
done ;  and  when  we  had  takfiufiooF  meaat]ire0, 1  ffe«r 
tiim^  to  the  fidie  Mendois$,  sayingi  *'  Signor^  vote 
cousin  Aurora  ig  surprisingly  well,  tmd  charged  me 
to  asfnne  yon  from  her,  that  your  visit  will  be  Vergr^ 
^greeable^  and  Donna  Ximona  bid  meassuteSignoi' 
Pacheco  that  be  sbail  always  he  welcome  at  \«t 
souse  oq  }'ouF  account" 

I  perceived  that  Don  Lewis  was  mightily  pkasedi 
with  thase  last; words:  my  mistress  observed  tll» 
^HD^j  und  drew  a  happy  pr^iaige  from  ber  rsmaric^ 
Immediately  before  dinner  Signora  Ximena^s  valet 
appeared,  and  said  to  Don  Feliit,  "  SigQor,  a  man 
from  Toledo  has  been  enqaving-^fef  you  ieit  yout* 
^nt,>  honsei  smd  left  this  note."  The.  pretendeA 
Iffendoaa  opened  it^. and.  rend  ablud  these  wiirdai) 
''If  you  are  desirous  'pf  heftridg  news  of  yonh 
father,  and  of  being  made  acqUaitited  wiA  otbeiv 
things  of  cpnseqttenee  to  you^ lailnOI,  on  rec^tel 
this,  ^tO' repair  to  the  Black  Horscf  neaf  the  Unurefn 
sity." — "  I*  am  ^said  he)  too  Quriojss  to  hear  these 
tbuigs  .of  consequence  not  to  satisfy  my  delira 
ipstandy.  Without  taking  leaVe  of  yon,  Pacheceiy 
(^dded  he)  if  I  dou't  return  in  tw0  hours,  you  may 
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m<fayiyitiirfltlf  to  flBjrm«nt%  atadlwHI^diiieio'ydi 
dwee  «fter'  divner.  Yool  kdoiD  what  Gil  Bh»  Ih» 
lold  jfott  fr(Mii  Donoa  Xuneil&^aticl  ycmfan/iii  a  rigM 
tanuiiBci  the-  f  iaauV  Sb  flaying^  be  wcnfc  •at,  moAi 
wAsKoibTBt  to  fiiUot^i  hini* 

. Tooimay ;eaiilgr  gotta ihad,  iiiitead  of  ffDing  tbi 
At  Bfettk  Hdnci  we  took  die  maA  to  Ifae  hmtMi 
wheteiOistia-  Uved^  whuiey  as- soon  afs  we  vrrifMi 
itflcoipa  Ibok  ^  hcP"  faii^coloottd  ton? ^  wasfa^md: 
rabbed  ber  eye-brow'sy  dnessed*  henelf  like  a'  woiani^ 
atad  bBianie'a.iFery'  bandboaw  blaickncyfd  ladj^^  as 
•his)  nataraly  wa»r  fiii?  her  diagube  Imd  chongedT 
kspsQ  tniicH  that  Atvora  aald  Don  Vilix  apptfaMdB 
lot  hottnO'difiemit  peofriei  She  i^^teai  'seenied  w 
fpn^ipA^uSOtr  as  a  wdmBni  •iba]ii:aaa]9aiiv  «h 
whitih,  indeed^  hdr  sbbe  taeeU,  tiiat  wtee^eiioeisbalji 
l^fa^ODiMribiitedaotaillttle^  WfaenahthadiuippafeJ 
b»  ckates  widii  ^dfO'  aiattabee'diAii'ttl  tmM 
befMWf  8he«i{)eottd  Don  li^wHiwiA  aif  agkadta 
ciMn(^8ede£hope8lidfea^•  SoiiHtuDeiihiaiOeafld« 
edrdnfhfiP  beaaty  ahdi  wit)  and  aomedaJM  iPMlaMd 
dttthera^toiiplwo^d  be*titilnaonBfid;  Oedfiydw 
die atherj aide,  aiiiDnraned  allfher  fineaia  to  a^ond 
ny  nmlfe8Bi;aDd^I(  tlmlPiMheao:  might  nol  see  ide 
mfdi^hoM,  fihe  diDseiplaifeMiadib 
tUtilhst  a»ty  coiic6aledi<Biy0dfvtiIlitowaMbi«be->eBd 
ofithe'uitjfajr goJDg<tot 4srsooil'aBtl'h.ad'£Ded« ^  • 

1»  thon^  ai^erylhiDg  wasl  iii(  ordor.  whea  Dod 
lidwaiT^  arckredi  Be  waoi  renamed  iar  a/TC^'  ngnasi* 
aU^  aiaoiMvlbt  MyiXlitHBii,  ^hd^ifaj^ia  ebiH 
venhtioiiiwadi  'Aioaonilhro^-orfthreeihonaB  lioiig';  <aj| 
die  end  6f  ia4iicbl  diiiie'hrto  die/hidm  wh^r^idwf 
dm,^4Dd«dddeanrig)myse}f  lete  odvalleiv'^  d^^ 
ffK^!(saidX)'iiBy'itia8teii,  DoteSeUi;^  eannotlMihefw 
l»«da[|r;  bat  Wg»i5R;>a^iritftewi]se'hidi4  Ueduneh^ 
viini  comfiany  widi:  three  i  lateta  fromTohMlo,  af 
whcpe  He<eaimbt  (HcerigagB/  Iwkudf.^*^' Mt^  4tii 
Btflefaaikel  (cnediDenhi  Ximeoa)  heiscfaraualv 
ietfiD/(o^iMrddridUiig."^H  iDo)  niadaiD,  <I  PBflb&if 

Ihqr  im  diMiiiii%  tOBtdier  of  Ve|7  Btifoit*  lUlal^ 
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He  iffkertitity  iMNTiy  tbat  he  cumot  vrak  upon  ybtf 
and  onkred  taw  to  make  his  apology  to  yon  and 
Doiuia  AjDBonu"  ^^01  I'll  havo  none  of  his  apolo* 
giei^  (said  oiy  nistress)  he  knows  I  have  bten  in 
disposed,  and  ought  to  shodr  a  little  more  conoern 
for  his  relatioii*  In  order  to  punish  him  for  his 
HMiiAreiice^  hr  shan't  see  me  these  fifteen  -days.'*' 
"i  AH  madasD  !  (said  Don  Lewis)  do  not  fonn  soch 
a  oratel  resolution  :  Don  Felix  is  rather  to  be  pitied 
tat  not'bein^  able  to  visit  ybu.-' 

'TUfty  diverted  theonelves  for  some  time  witk 
Ais  sobjebt^  and  then  Pacbeco  withdrew.  The 
IkiiiAoiwra!  immediately  transformed  herself^  and 
Besiming  the  appearance  of  a  caJiralicfr,  retuniod  tot 
the  lodgings  as  soon  as  she  could.  >' I  ask  pandoBt* 
my  dear  friend,  (said  she  to  Don  Lewis)  for  iinling 
So  nnet  you  at  my  aunt's,  but  I  could  not  get.rni 
4f  she  people  in  whose  company  I  was  :  whal  cob"^ 
s«dce  Die  for  the  disappointment  is,  that  you  have! 
ai  least  had  leisure  to  satisfy  yonr  curiosity*  Weil  * 
what  do  yon  think  of  my  cousin?"  *'  I  am  enchant* 
cd  by  her !  (answered  Pacheco)  yon  had  reaa6aio 
tey  she  rssembifed  yod.  1  never  saw  featuM  note 
aiifce ;  the  same  tnvn  of  face,  the  same  eyes;  the 
ssknd  moatiiy  and  tone  of  voice !  There  is^  howeverv 
sasaedfAMnce  between  you.  Aurora  is.  a  little 
tallir  Aanyoutshe  is  black,  and  your  are  &ir. 
¥oli  aee  merry,  and  she  is  graVe.  Ijiesekase  what 
distinguish  .you  the  one  from  the  otiier.  .As  for 
nnderstandkig^  (lidded  he)  I  do  not  believe  a/ceks* 
tial  .bciiig  can  have  more  than  your  coosin.  In  a' 
WOmI,  shd  is  a>lady  of  accomplished  merit ^' ' 
-  -.S^of  Pacheco  pronounced  these  last  wonb^witk 
so  ihudh  vivacity,  that  Don  Felix  said,  smiluigf 
"^JPncfid,  I  advise  you,  for  the  sake  of  your  repose^ 
»  go!  no  thoK  to  Donna  Ximena's.  A^unora-  de 
Gteman  taaayasake  your  heart  ache,  and  inspire 
yen  wUb  a  iMsioa."  "  There  is  no  occaaon  for 
aiMMher  tight  of  her  to  make  me  in  love,  (said  fae, 
ittlrrmptingtbim)  that  is  done  abneady."    ^*  l.tm 


fofvytfer  it,  {rapliedf  te  pretended  HendoM|V-  fiir 
foa'^ane  not  one  of  tkdie  'wbo  can  attach*  tnew 
Milve^.  to.  one,  and  my  codsin  is  no  Isabella. :  IcaA 
wimi^ety^t  i»elbre-haad,  that  she  rwill  never  lisM 
40^9  Wfer^iei^cept  on  Jbonourable  tevma."  .  *^Hot- 
noftivahte  terms  ( (refilled  Don  Lfewis)  sare  noboify 
ivoiild  ofiteiany  either  to  a  yomig  kdy  of  her  birtk 
Alaai  I  shQiild  think  myself  the  happiest  of  wen^ 
if  .$ha  aQoiild  approve  of  my  addresses,  and  consent 
tojoiil  her. deitinvi  with  mitie."  i  ;  .a 

.  '<  Since  ym  talk  in  dial  stile,  (said  Dow  Fcik)I 
am  intemsted  in  your  behalf,  les,  I  list  myself 
in  your  serVic^^^rofier  you  all  my  influence  wiidi 
Aurora,  and  will  Jtqrinorrow-,  Bring  overmy  annt 
nrbl>  h^  a  gveat  sWiiy  over  1»^r."  Pacheco  returned 
a  thousand  thanks  ^  theTa^|l|Qrc Vim  made  hiii 
mfh  fair  ptomiftes^  lirid\wc;.jptiQcetved,  with-  j^y\ 
4bai  our  itratageip  cod|ii  flgjjt^  Next 

day» wp  increased^  iShe  ^^S^ifcwh^  by  anev^ 
inyeniion.    My  mi^ir^s'  |i^ag;^M&  wath  Doima 

finitftirabli 


I^Mtd,  <'l  have 

\A  difficukf  i 

AirioQsly  preji»» 

dy  or  ofter  had 

Ubeai 


that  cuvatier,  cameMJMk  „ 

ha?e.  '^^^ 

dioed  ^_.^^^ 
BMido  her  beUev|^ 
tine :  biil  |-)indertQol 
and  at  laif  destroyed  iho 
meefved  of  y  our*<MlMs. 
<'Thuis.ndtall^(pursu 
wUbmy  umit,  in  my  pri__ 
aiake  iifr^iltt^ber^ftfsistance.^ 
e^Httne  il^tience.  to  discoarie  vitli  Domm  Xh 
i^ena, ;  and  that  satisfaction  was  granted  to  faiiii 
jam  moniing,  when  the  false  Mendoia  conducted 
hhn  to  madam  Ortis,  and  they*  three,  had  a  low 
cMveraation,  in  whidi  Don  Lewis  shewed  that  im 
had  aBowed  hsmnelf  to  be  very  much  captiva^, 
n  a  very  little  thne.  The  artful  Zimena  feigneil 
lo  he  moved  with  all  the  tenderness  be  eipressedg 


eagerness, 
non  she  had 

•  '• 

yon  must  tiA 

then  we  shall 

expressed 


«M  pmbriiM  ber  vunoft  cBdMTOiir  to  cmlgv  iM 
VBtk  to  wairy  bam.  PichKa  inntedUten  tfawr 
kimtelf  at.  tbe  &et  of  nicb  •  kind  amt,  and'  Ihwib- 
fMl  ber  (or  her  ftindihip :  wbermpm  DvD  VWit 
^ahed  if  Iris  coann  wac  ofi.  -"  No  (uinKrid  At 
AwdoR)  iIr  ii  sliU'  at^ed,  and  yon  cnttotltet'lMr 
jCiprCMiit^  hat  ietam  Am  aftmooH,  and  yoo  mitt 
nsretw  w^h  tker  tt  leiMK.,"  TUi  «Dtwsr  & 
■Mdam  Ximeaa  rodoiiblcd  («■  yoa  nay  mtt  bA' 
lieve)  the  joy  of  Don  Levii,  wbo  diMigbt  dw  Mtf 
t>f  iftc  rovMOAai  cKtmnely  tediodt,  awt  mat  btek 
to  biiilo%ibgi  vAth  Jleadbxa,  who  waa  Rvt  tMvtt 
^ieaMd  with  obnrflag:  i«  Un  a&  tbe  idnrii*  «■ 
««Duinc  love.  '  it^  ■  •  -^ 

Thej*  ia!ke<i  of  nftjJSn'g  but*  Aurora,  and  wbM 
■      ■     ■■  -i'Smrsai.ifc^iftcheco/'Tbere'l 

l^'  m*,'    I  am  or  opJnloA) 
"^uniH  S^e  minute!  befoft 
lal^i^^rlny  contin,  that  : 
^t'l^i  ^ifposilloD   of  bflf 
~{  approving  thv 
,  and  rfifi  not'  ait 


yon,  I 

may,   if  no? si 

heart  tcHlbtli 

scheme,   ^Ml 

out  tjl!  an 

good  use  of  hi 

lady,  when  her  \o^ 

the  cavalier, 

duenna) 

(ritl  see  him  4nia«I(;<l^ty, 


ke  It 

(saM 


.  t5d,»enna  St 
•■efr"  -Upon  whicfcl 
teco  jfcmrdjA^atl""'  tlifillriok,  and  eidered 
conviTsalif^irt^ffl^lft  ladji.-s.  ,  But.  iiPli*itl#i 
(the  pntence.  oTtba.  l|^^tfe|LJ«4^' M 
peicMmKtbrtilbe'  hann  no)»  sMJsJi^lhMK'Wcw 
don'aii^VewRK;  snd'at  he  could  flbtMpMM^ 
^ring^ioine  ;HnfnM  at  iq  Awora>  cbaogidg'  «(Mitf> 
cnataoe  allioS  a  niildM,:b«gMi1o  lutgh^  md'  Mi4 
toiDiki  LMria,  ««U)]t  piWulfle'dwt'jWB  bim-W 
n^iiiinil  rif  rtii  trirln  Tthtrhftir  lrr"r'r*^r~''"]™' 
faui.  Da.  ai  txtAad  llgfat«ot*m«dlbinr,'  and 
^jrtadieyc-t^awai  oudw  nt'w  aaltk.aryMir,  duH 
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ymt  have  been  mistaken  by  them  Utberto  t  tTnde* 
oeire  ydnnelf  then,  Pacheto,  (continued  sbe,  re- 
Kkiming  an  air  of  gravity)  and  know  that  Don  Felia 
de  Mendota  and  Aurora  de  Gutman  are  but  one 
^iod  tlie  same  person." 

She  was  not  contented  with  extricating  him  out 
of  this  error,  but  also  owned  her  passion  for  him, 
and  informed  him  of  all  the  steps  she.  had  taken 
towards  its  success.  Don  Lewis,  no  less  charmed 
than  surprised  with  what  he  heard,  threw  himself 
at  her  feet,  exclaiming  in  a  transport  of  joy,  "  Ah, 
beautiftil  Aurora !  may  I  then  believe  myself  the 
happy  mortal  whom  you  have  favoured  so  much  ? 
How  shall  I  recompense  your  goodness,  which  the 
most  perfect  love  can  never  enough  repay  ?"  These 
words  wer<i  accompanied  with  a  thousand  more 
passionate  and  tender  expressions:  aAer  which, 
th^  two  lovers  conferred  upon  the  measures  that 
were  to  be  taken  *  towards  the  accomplishment  o 
their  mutual  desires ;  and  it  was  resolved  that  we 
should  set  out  immediately  for  Madrid,  and  bring 
our  comedy  to  a  concliiMon  by  marriage.  This  de- 
sign was  no- sooner  formed  than  put  in  execution  : 
in  fifteen  days,  Don  Lewis  espoused  my  mistress, 
and  thehr  nuptials  gave  rise  to  enteHamments  and 
infinite  rejoicings. 


CHAPTER  m 


TtfRKc  weeks  after  this  marriage,  my  mistress 
fyeing  desirous  of  recompensing  me  for  the  sendee 
I  had  done  bCT,  made  me  a  present  of  an  hundred 
jillstoles,  saying,  *<  Gil  Bias,  my  friend,  far  from 
inrtiitfg  you  away,  I  leave  it  to  your  choice  to  stay 
#Mi  the  as  long  as  you  please  j  but  my  husband's 
nmele,  Don  Gontales  de  Pacheco,  wants  to  have 
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you  for  a  valet  de  chambre.  I  spoke  to  Inoi  W 
advantageously  of  you,  that  he  assured  m%  I  would 
do  him  a  favour  in  parting  with  you  to  him.  He 
is  an  old  nobleman  padded  she)  of  ao  escellent 
character,  and  you  will  be  quite  happy  in  bis  ser- 


vice." 


I  thanked  Aurora  for  her  generosity,  and  as  she 
had  no  longer  any  occasion  for  me,  accepted  the 

f>ost  to  which  I  was  recommended ;  the  more  wil« 
ingly,  as  I  should  still  be  in  the  family.  Ooe 
morning,  therefore,  I  went  with  a  message  from 
my  new-married  mistress,  to  Signor  Don  Gonzales, 
who  was  still  a-bed  although  it  was  near  twelve 
oVlock.  When  I  entered  his  chamber,  I  found  him 
talung  some  broth  which  a  page  had  brought  in. 
The  old  gentleman's  whiskers  were  in  papers,  his 
eyes  almost  quite  extinguished,  and  his  face  pale 
and  meagre.  He  was  one  of  those  old  boys  who 
had  been  great  rakes  in  their  youthj  and  are  not  a 
whit  more  sedate  in  their  age.  He  received  me 
with  great  civility,  and  told  me  that  if  I  woukl 
6er\'e  him  with  as  much  zeal  as  I  had  manifested 
for  his  niece,  I  might  depend  upon  living  happily. 
I  promised  to  ^have  the  same  attachment  to  him 
which  I  had  for  her,  and  that  moment  he  engaged 
roe  in  his  service. 

Behold  me  then  with  a  new  master,  and  beaven 
knows  what  sort  of  a  man  he  was  !  When  he  got 
up,  I  fancied  I  saw  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus. 
Paint  to  your  own  imagination  a  tall  body  so  lean 
and  withered,  that  when  it  was  naked  an  anatomist 
might  have  taught  osteology  upon  it,  with  legs  so 
small  that  they  looked  like  spindles,  after  he  bad 
put  on  three  or  four  pair  of  stockings.  This  living 
mummy  was  besides  troubled  with  an  asthma,  and 
coughed  at  every  word  he  spoke.  Having  drank 
chocolate,  he  called  for  paper  and  ink,  and  wrote 
a  letter,  which  he  sealed  and  sent  away,  according 
to  the  direction,  by  the  page  who  had  brought  the 
brolh  ;  then  turning  to  me,  "  Friend,  (said  he)  tboa 
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MTl  the  person  whom  I  intend  henceforth  to  trust 
with  my  commissions,  especially  those  which  re- 
gard Donna  Euphrasia,  a  young  lady  whom  I  love, 
and  who  is  passionately  fond  of  me." 

^'  Good  God !  (said  I  to  myself)  how  can  young 
'people  help  believing  themselves  beloved,  when 
his  old  dotard  thinks  himself  adored !"  ''  Gil 
Bias,  (added  he)  thou  shalt  go  with  me  this  very 
dajr  to  her.  house^  where  I  sup  almost  every  night, 
and  thou  wilt  be  charmed  with  her  prudence  and 
reserve  :  far  from  resembling  those  silly  coquettes 
who  can  relish  nothing  but  youth,  and  are  won  by. 
appearances  only,  she  has  an  understa^iding  already 
mature  and  judicious,  that  consults  the  sentiments 
of  a  man,  and  prefers  a  lover  of  delicacy  and  taste 
to  one  of  the  most  shining  exteriors."  Signor  Don 
Gonzales  did  not  here  finish  the  eulogium  of  bis 
mistress,  whom  he  represented  as  the  epitome  of 
all  perfection.  But  he  had  a  hearer  not  easily 
persuaded.  After  the  conduct  of  the  actresses 
which  I  had  seen,  I  did  not  look  upon  old  noble* 
men  as  people  very  happy  in  their  amours.  I  pre<- 
tended,  however,  out  of  complaisance,  to  believe 
all  that  my  master  said.  1  did  more ;  I  extolled 
the  discernment  and  tasie  of  Euphrasia,  and  was 
even  impudent  enough  to  affirm,  that  she  could  not 
have  a  more  amiable  gallant. 

The  good  old  gentleman  did  not  perceive  that 
I  had  made  gam^  of  him ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
applauded  my  goo4  sense.  So  true  it  is,  that  a 
sycophant  may  run  any  risk  with  the  great,  who 
swallow  all  kimls  of  flattery,  let  it  be  ever  so  ab- 
surd. The  old  man  having  written  his  letter,  pull- 
ed some  hairs  out  of  his  beard  with  a  pair  of  pin- 
eeris,  cleaned  his  eyes  of  a  thick  gum  that  filled 
them,  washed  his  ears  and  hands,  and  af\er  having 

Cerfbrmed  his  ablutions,  painted  his  whiskers,  eye-' 
rows,  and  hair,  of  a  black  colour;  continuing 
longer  at  his  toilet  than  an  old  widow  who  studies 
to  bide  the  outrages  of  time  upon  her.    Just  as  be 
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bad  dont  dresfing,  wooAer  gendenian  in  jetlW* 
one  of  his  friends,  entered,  whose  Dune  was  tlii» 
Count  d'Asomar.  But  he,  far  iroin  concealfaig  U» 
g^y  hairs,  supported  hiinself  on  a  cane,  and  semad 
to  glory  in  bis  old  age,  rather  than  in  q>pearittsr 
voufig.  "  Signor  Pacheco,  (said  he,  as  be  caaM  mj 
I  am  come  to  dine  with  you/'  **  You  are  Tery 
welcome,  Count,*'  (answered  my  master.)  Mean 
while,  having  embraced  one  another,  they  sac 
down,  and  entered  into  conversation  tiO  such  time 
as  dinner  was  ready. 

The  discourse  turned  at  first  upon  a  b«Il>feast, 
which  bad  been  celebrated  a  few  days  before  $  and 
as  they  mentioned  the  cavaliers  who  ImmI  shewn 
the  greatest  vigour  and  address,  tlie  old  Conni 
like  another  Nestor,  who,  from  telking  of  ^  fft^ 
ent,  always  took  occasion  to  praise  the  past,  said, 
with  a  sigh,  "  Alas !  I  see  no  men  now«a-daysooni* 
parable  to  those  I  have  known  heretofore ;  and  the 
tournaments  are  not  performed  with  half  ibe  mag- 
nificence that  they  were  when  I  was  a  young  man." 
I  laughed  within  myself  at  the  prejudice  of  honest 
Signor  d'Asumar,  who  did  not  confine  it  to  tmnr* 
naments  only ;  bnt  I  remember,  when  the  dessert  was 
set  upon  the  table,  seeing  some  fine  peaches  served 
np,  he  observed,  "  In  my  time  the  peaches  were 
much  larger  than  they  are  at  present ;  nature  degn* 
nerates  every  day."  ^<  At  that  rate  (said  Don  (Son- 
ealea,  smiling)  the  peaches  of  Adam's  time  mast 
have  been  wonderfully  large." 

Count  d'Asumar  staid  almost  the  whole  day  with 
my  master,  who  no  sooner  found  himself  disengag- 
ed, than  he  went  out,  bidding  me  follow  him.  He 
went  to  Euphrasia's,  who  lodged  at  the  distance  of 
an  hundred  paces  from  our  house,  and  found  her 
in  a  very  handsome  apartment  She  was  guily 
dressed,  and  had  such  an  youthful  air,  that  I  con* 
eluded  she  was  under  age,  although  she  was  good 
thirty  years  old,  at  least  She  was  really  band* 
some,  and  her  understanding  soon  raised  ray  ad- 
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mttimlioB :  fbr  the  was  not  one  of  those  coquettes, 
who  bmve  nothing  to  reoonimeDd  them  but  idle 
ribaldry  and  loose  behaviour ;  she  was  modest  in 
her  mannersi  as  well  as  in  her  conversation,  and 
talked  with  a  great  deal  of  wit,  without  the  least 
affectation.     *'  O  heaven  !  (said  I  to  myself,)  is  it 

Cttibk  that  a  person  of  such  delicacy  can  be  a 
y  of  pleasure !"  I  imagined  that  imprudence 
was  inseparable  from  aU  women  of  her  profession, 
and  was  astonished  to  see  one  with  the  appearance 
of  modesty ;  not  reflecting  that  these  pirincesses 
know  how  to  assfune  any  shape,  and  accommodate 
themselves  to  the  characters  of  the  people  of  fmr- 
tUKt  and  nobilhy  that  fall  into  their  hands.  When 
Aeir  gallants  are  pleased  with  fire  and  transport, 
they  are  brisk  and  petulant ;  and  with  those  who 
jofve  reserve,  practise  a  prudent  and  virtuous  be- 
hnviour :  they  are  the  true  cameleons,  who  change 
cobor  aceordmg  to  the  humour  and  disposition  ol 
the  men  whom  they  approach. 

Don  Gonzales  was  none  of  those  noblemen  who 
are  taken  with  your  bold  beaudes :  he  could  not 
bear  ladies  of  that  class ;  on  the  contrary,  could 
wlish  no  woman,  unless  she  had  the  appearance 
of  a  vestal*  Eufriirasia,  therefore,  modelled  her- 
mU  accordingly,  and  shewed  that  all  the  good 
actresses  are  not  employed  in  the  theatre.  Leav-* 
ing  my  master  with  his  nymph,  I  went  down  staurs 
mto  a  hall,  where  I  found  an  old  chambermaid, 
whom  I  had  known  a  waithig^woman  to  an  actress. 
Recollectinff  me  immediately,  she  said  *'What! 
if  it  you,  Gil  Bias  ?  you  have  quitted  Arsenia  it 
seems,  as  I  did  Constantia.^'  ^  Tes,  truly,  (answer- 
ed I)  it  is  a  long  time  since  I  left  her,  and  went  to 
serve  a  young  Udy  of  fashion.  A  player's  life  is 
not  to  my  taste ;  and  therefore  I  dismissed  myself, 
without  deigning  to  come  to  the  least  explanation 
with  Arsenia."  ^  You  was  in  the  right,  (replied 
the  chambermaid,  whose  name  was  Beatrice)  I 
served  Constantia  pret^  much  in  the  same  manner: 
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one  morning  early  I  gave  in  my  accounts  very  cold'- 
ly,  which  she  received  without  uttering  one  sylla- 
ble, and  so  we  parted  cavalierly  enough." 

'*  I  am  extremely  glad  (said  I)  that  we  now  meet 
in  a  more  honourable  house :  Donna  Euphrasia- 
seems  to  be  a  sort  of  woman  of  fashion,  and  I  be- 
lieve  her  character  is  very  good."  **  You  are  not 
at  all  mistaken,  (said  the  old  waiting-woman)  she 
is  of  a  very  good  family ;  and  as  for  her  temper,  i 
can  assure  you  there  never  was  one  more  equal  and 
sweet  She  is  none  of  those  passionate  and  difficult 
mistresses,  who  find  fault  with  every  thing,  scold 
incessantly,  torment  their  domestics,  and,  in  one 
word,  make  a  hell  of  their  service.  I  never  once 
beard  her  grumble ;  but  when  I  happen  to  do  any 
thing  contrary  to  her  inclination,  she  reproves  roe 
without  rage,  and  never  lets  one  of  those  epithets 
escape  her,  of  which  your  violent  dames  are  so 
liberal."  *<  My  master  (I  resumed)  is  also  very 
sweet-tempered  :  he  is  the  best  natured  mortal 
alive ;  and  therefore  you  and  I  are  much  more 
happy  than  when  we  were  in  the  service  of  actress- 
es." A  thousand  times  more  happy!  (replied 
Beatrice)  instead  of  leading  a  life  of  noise  and 
tumult,  I  now  live,  as  it  were,  in  a  retreat,  l^o 
man  enters  these  doors,  but  Signor  Don  Goniales. 
I  shall  see  nobody  but  you  in  my  solitude,  for 
which  I  am  not  at  all  sorry ;  for  I  have  had  an  af- 
fection for  you  a  long  dme,  and,  more  than  once, 
envied  the  happiness  of  Laura,  in  having  you  for  a 
gallant.  But,  in  short,  I  hope  to  be  as  happy  as 
she  ;  for,  though  I  have  neither  her  youth,  nor  her 
beauty,  by  way  of  amends,  I  hate  coquetry,  and 
am  as  faitliful  as  a  turtle." 

As  honest  Beatrice  was  one  of  those  persons  who 
are  obliged  to  make  a  tender  of  their  favours,  bc^ 
cause  nobody  will  ask  them,  I  was  not  at  aU 
tempted  to  profit  by  her  advances  :  I  did  not  d^ 
sire,  however,  that  she  should  perceive  my  con- 
tempt, and  was  even  polite  enou][^h  to  express  my« 
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«e)f  in'such  a  manner,  as  that  she  did  not  lose  all 
hopes  of  engaging  my  heart  I  imagined  then 
that  I  had  made  a  conquest  of  an  old  chambermaid, 
bat  happened  on  this  occasion  to  be  deceived :  she 
did  not  behave  in  this  manner  to  me,  for  my  own 
sake  only  ;  her  design  was  to  inspire  me  with  love,- 
that  she  might  bring  me  over  to  the  interest  of  her 
mistress,  for  whom  she  was  so  zealous,  that  she 
did  not  mind  what  it  cost  her,  in  promoting  her 
advantage.  I  found  my  error  next  morning,  when 
I  carried  a  billet-doux  from  my  master  to  Euphra- 
m.  That  lady  gave  me  a  most  gracious  reception, 
and  said  a  thousand  obliging  things,  in  which  shQ 
was  joined  by  her  maid  :  one  admiring  my  physi* 
ognomy,  while  the  other  observed  in  me  an  air  of 
prudence  and  sagacity.  According  to  them,  Signor 
Don  Gonzales  possessed  a  treasure,  in  having  such 
a  valet  In  a  word,  they  praised  me  so  much, 
that  I  sospected  their  applause,  and  even  discerned 
the  motives  of  it ;  but  1  received  it,  in  appearance, 
with  all  the  simplicity  of  a  fool,  and  by  this  coun- 
terplot effectually  deceived  the  sharpers,  who,  at 
last,  pulled  off  the  mask. 

**  Hark'e,  Gil  Bias,  (said  Euphrasia  to  me)  it 
depends  upon  thyself  to  make  thy  fortune.  Let 
us  act  in  concert,  my  friend.  Don  Gonzales  is  old, 
and  his  constitution  so  crazy,  that  the  least  touch 
of  a  fever,  assisted  by  an  able  physician,  will  carry 
him  off.  Let*  us  make  the  best  of  the  little  time 
be  has  left,  and  exert  ourselves  so  that  he  may 
leave  the  best  part  of  his  estate  to  me.  Thou  shalt 
have  a  good  share  of  the  booty,  and  thou  mayest 
depend  upon  my  promise,  as  much  as  if  I  had 
made  it  before  all  the  notaries  of  Madrid."  "  Ma- 
dam, (answered  I)  you  may  command  your  humble 
servant  You  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  prescribe 
my  conduct,  and  you  shall  be  satisfied."  "  Very 
well,  (she  replied)  thou  must  observe  thy  master, 
and  give  me  an  account  of  all  his  proceedings  * 
when  you  talk  to  him  in  private  don't  fail  to  turn 
*  Vol.  2  8 
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the  convertatioD  apon  wooieni  and  from  dienet 
mrtfolly  take  occasion  to  speak  well  of  oie.  Ply 
him  with  Euphrasia  as  much  as  possible ,  and  I 
anin  recommeod  it  to  you  to  be  very  attentive  to 
what  passes  in  the  family  of  th^  Pacbecos  :  if  yoo 
perceive  that  any  relation  of  Don  Gontales  is  c&* 
tremely  officious  about  him,  and  aims  at  the  snc* 
cession  to  his  estate,  acquunt  me  with  it  immedi- 
ately }  that  is  all  I  ask,  and  1  warrant  I  shall  send 
him  adrift  in  a  very  litde  lime ;  for  I  know  the 
different  characters  of  his  relations,  and  the  ridi* 
culous  lights  in  which  they  may  be  represented  to 
him ;  having  already  prejudiced  him  pretty  •occess- 
fiilW  against  all  his  nephews  and  cousins." 

By  these  instructions,  and  others  which  Euphra* 
ua  added,  I  concluded,  that  this  lady  was  one  of 
those  who  attached  themselves  to  generous  old 
men.  She  had  lately  prevailed  upon  Don  Gonaales 
to  sell  an  estate,  the  price  of  which  she  bad  con- 
verted to  her  own  use;  she  extorted  firom  him 
valuable  moveables  every  day,  and,  besides,  bad 
reason  to  hope  that  she  would  not  be  forgotten 
in  his  wilK  I  pretended  to  engage  willingly  to 
do  all  that  she  desired ;  and,  dissimulation  q>art, 
doubted  within  myself,  on  my  return  home,  whe* 
ther  I  should  contribute  to  impose  upon  my  master, 
or  undertake  to  detach  him  from  his  mistress.  The 
last  of  these  resolutions  seemed  more  honourable 
than  the  other,  and  I  felt  myself  more  inclined  to 
fulfil  than  betray  my  duty :  besides,  Euphrasia  had 
made  me  no  positive  promise,  and  that,  perhaps, 
was  the  occasion  of  my  fidelity's  remaining  uncor* 
mpted.  I  resolved,  therefore,  to  serve  Don  Gon* 
lales  with  leal,  persuading  myself,  that  if  I  should 
be  lucky  enough  to  divert  his  affection  from  Us 
idol,  I  should  be  better  rewarded  for  this  ffood 
action  than  for  all  the  bad  ones  I  could  commit. 

That  I  might  the  more  easily  accomplish  what  1 
pressed,  I  shewed  myself  entirely  devoted  to  the 
ifMrvice  of  Donna  Euphrasia ;  I  made  her  heUevtf 
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that  I  spoke  of  her  incessaudy  to  my  master :  and 
iiccordingly  invented  fables,  which  she  tooK  for 
•lerlilig  trutL  I  insinuated  myself  so  much  into 
her  good  graces,  that  she  thought  roe  entirely  in 
ber  interest;  and  still  the  better  to  impose  upon 
ber^  affected  to  appear  in  love  with  Beatrice,  who 
ravished  to  see,  at  ber  age,  a  young  lover  a,|C'her 
beck,  did  not  much  mind  being  deceived,  provided 
the  was  deceived  affreeably.  When  my  master  and 
I  were  each  with  his  own  princess,  we  composed 
two  very  different  pictures  in  the  same  taste.  Doq 
Qonzales,  pale  and  withered  as  1  have  represented 
him,  when  he  attempted  to  ogle,  looked  like  a 
wretch  in  his  last  agonies ;  and  my  infanta,  in  pro«^ 
portion  to  the  seeming  increase  of  my  passion*  aa- 
sumed  still  more  and  more  childish  urs,  and  prao* 
tised  all  the  artifice  of  an  old  coquette,  which  she 
had  been  learning  forty  vears  at  least ;  having  been 
refined  in  the  service  of  some  of  those  heroines  of 
gallantry,  who  can  please  even  in  their  old  age, 
and  die  loaded  with  the  spoils  of  two  or  three 
generadons. 

I  was  not  satisfied  with  following  my  master, 
every  evening,  to  the  house  of  Euphrasia ;  I  some* 
timei  went  thither  alone,  by  day ;  but  at  what 
hoar  soever  I  went  in,  I  never  met  with  any  roan, 
er  woroan  eidier,  of  a  suspicious  appearance ;  nor 
could  I  discover  the  least  trace  of  infidelity  :  a  cir* 
cnmstance  that  surprised  me  not  a  little;  for  1 
ooold  not  imagine  that  such  a  handsome  lady  could 
be  exacdy  true  to  Don  Gonzales.  And  in  this, 
surely,  my  judgment  was  not  too  rash ;  for  the  fair 
Eupbrasia,  (as  you  will  presently  see)  that  she 
might  wait  with  the  more  patience  for  my  master's 
estate,  was  provided  with  a  lover  more  agreeable 
to  a  woman  of  her  age.         « 

One  morning,  when  I  carried,  as  usual,  a  letter 

to  the  princess,  I  perceived,  while  I  was  in  her 

chamber,  the  feet  ox  a  man  concealed  behind  the 

tapestry    I  went  away,  without  seeming  to  obwrve 
B  Vol.  U. 
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them  f  but  although  I  ought  not  to  be  surprised  at 
this  object,  which  was  no  business  of  mine,  I  did 
not  fail  to  resent  it.  '^  Ah,  perfidious  wretch !  (said 
I  to  myself,  in  a  passion)  ah,  wicked  Euphrasia. 
thou  art  not  satisfied  with  imposing  upon  a  good 
old  gentleman,  b\'  persuading  him  that  he  is  be- 
loved, but  thou  must  also  crown  thy  perfidy,  by 
abandoning  thyself  to  another  !"  What  a  fool  was 
I>  now  I  think  on  it,  to  moralize  in  this  manner ! 
I  ought  rather  to  have  laughed  at  the  adventure, 
and  looked  upon  it  as  a  compensation  for  the  tire- 
some languid  moments  she  underwent,  in  her  com- 
merce with  my  master :  I  should,  at  least,  have 
done  better  in  holding  my  tongue,  than  in  seizing 
dus  occasion  of  acting  the  conscientious  valet ;  but 
instead  of  moderating  my  zeal,  I  entered  warmly 
into  the  interest  of  Don  Gonzales,  to  whom  I  made 
a  faithful  report  of  what  I  had  seen  ;  I  even  added, 
that  Euphrasia  wanted  to  seduce  me ;  I  concealed 
nothing  of  what  she  had  said  on  that  occasion,  and 
it  was  his  own  fault  if  he  was  not  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  character  of  his  mistress.  He 
was  confounded  at  the  information,  and  a  small 
emotion  of  wrath  that  appeared  on  bis  countenance 
seemed  to  presage  that  the  lady  should  not  be  un- 
faithful to  him  with  impunity.  "  Enough,  Gil  Bias, 
(said  he)  I  am  extremely  sensible  of  th/attachraent, 
and  pleased  with  thy  fidelity  ;  I  will  go  instandy 
to  Euphrasia,  load  her  with  reproaches,  and  break 
for  ever  with  the  ungrateful  creature."  So  saying, 
he  went  out  accordingly,  and  dispensed  with  my 
attendance,  that  he  might  spare  me  the  disagree- . 
able  part  I  had  to  play  during  their  eclaircisse- 
roent. 

I  waited  for  my  master's  return  with  a  world  of 
impatience,  not  doubting,  that  as  he  had  so  much 
cause  to  complsdn  of  his  nymph,  he  would  come 
back  altogether  detached  from  her  allunements. 
On  ihis  supposition,  I  applauded  myself  for  what 
I  had  doue ;  Lrepresented  to  myself  the  satisfaction 
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ivhich  the  natural  heirs  of  Don  Gonzales  would 
have,  when  they  learned  that  their  kinsman  was 
no  longer  the  sport  of  a  passion  so  contrary  to 
their  interests :  I  flattered  myself  that  they  would 
consider  me  for  it,  and,  in  short,  that  I  had  distin- 
guished myself  from  other  valets,  who  are  usually 
more  apt  to  entourage  their  masters  in  debauchery 
than  to  reclaim  them.  I  was  in  love  with  honour, 
and  reflected,  with  pleasure,  that  I  should  pass  for 
the  Corypheas  of  all  domestics.  But  this  idea, 
agreeable  as  it  was,  vanished  in  a  few  hours ;  when 
my  patron  arriving,  said,  ^*  Friend,  I  have  had  a 
very  sharp  conversation  with  Euphrasia,  who  af- 
firms that  thou  hast  misrepresented  her,  and  art, 
if  she  is  to  be  believed,  no  other  than  an  impostor, 
altogether  devoted  to  my  nephews,  out  of  regard 
to  whom,  thou  sparest  nothing  to  make  me  quarrel 
with  her.  I  saw  real  tears  trickle  from  her  eyes 
and  she  swore,  by  all  that  was  sacred,  that  she 
never  made  any  proposal  to  thee,  nor  ever  sees  a 
man ;  Beatrice,  who  seems  to  be  a  good  girl,  pro- 
tested the  same  thing,  in  such  a  manner,  that  my 
anger  was  appeased,  in  spite  of  my  teeth." 

**  How,  Sir,  (said  I,  interrupting  him,  in  a  sorrow- 
ful manner)  do  you  doubt  my  sincerity  f  do  you 

distrust" "  No,  child,  (said  he,  interrupting  me 

in  his  turn)  I  do  thee  all  mannci^of  justice  :  I  don't 
believe  thee  in  a  confederacy  with  my  nephews.  1 
am  persuaded  that  thou  art  concerned  for  myjn- 
terest  only,  and  I  am  obliged  to  thee  :  but  appear- 
ances are  deceitful.  Perhaps  what  thou  sawest 
existed  only  iu  thy  own  imagination ;  and,  in  that 
case,  thou  mayest  guess  how  disagreeable  thy  ac 
cusation  must  be  to  Euphrasia.  Be  it  as  it  may, 
she  is  a  person  whpm  I  cannot  help  loving.  I 
must  even  make  the  sacrifice  to  her  which  she  de 
mands,  and  that  sacrifice  is  ihy  dismission.  I  ani 
sorry  for  it,  my  poor  Gil  Bias,  (added  he)  and  I 
a^are  thee,  I  consented  to  it  with  regret ;  but  I 
cduM  not  do  otherwise.     What  ought  to  console 


St  ADVENTURES  OF  GIL  BLAS. 

tbee  U,  that  I  shall  not  send  thee  away  narecooi- 
pensed:  and  I  intend,  moreover,  to  settle  thee 
with  a  lady,  a  friend  of  mine,  where  thou  wilt  live 
yewy  agreeably." 

r  was  very  much  mortified  to  see  my  leal  thus 
tnmed  against  myself;  I  cursed  Euphrasia,  and 
deplored  the  weakness  of  Don  Gonzales,  who  al-* 
lowed  himself  to  be  led  by  the  nose.  The  good 
old  man  being  very  sensible,  that  in  turning  me 
away,  merely  to  please  his  mistress,  he  did  noi 
behave  in  the  most  manly  manner,  made  amende 
for  his  effeminacy,  and  ffilded  the  pill  I  was  U> 
swallow,  with  a  present  of  fifty  ducats.  Next  day 
carrying  me  to  the  marchioness  of  Chaves,  he  tola 
iier,  in  my  hearing,  that  I  was  a  young  man  who 
possessed  many  good  qualities ;  that  be  had  a  re- 
gard for  me,  but  family  reasons  not  permitting  him 
to  keep  me  in  his  service,  he  begged  she  would 
admit  me  into  her  family.  She  received  me  tha 
instant,  into  the  number  of  her  domestics ;  so  that 
f  found  myself  translated,  all  of  a  sudden,  into  a 
new  place. 


cSAPTER  nn. 


The  marchioness  of  Chaves  was  a  widow  of  five 
and  thurty,  handsome,  tall,  and  well-shaped,  whet 
cmoyed  a  yearly  income  of  ten  thousand  ducals, 
without  the  care  and  incumbrance  of  children.  1 
never  saw  a  wcmian  of  more  gravity,  or  one  who 
spoke  less,  though  this  did  not  hinder  her  from 
being  looked  upon  as  the  most  witty  lady  in  Ma- 
drid. The  great  concourse  of  people  of  quality, 
and  men  of  learning,  who  daily  frequented  her 
house,  contributed,  perhaps,  more  than  any  thing 
f he  said,  to  ^ve  her  this  reputation.    But  this  1 
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win  fiot  undertake  to  decide :  let  k  suAee  W  Mty, 
ibtt  her  Dame  imported  the  idea  of  a  snpeHof 
genius,  and  that  her  hoase  was  called,  by  way  of 
excellence,  the  court  of  criticism. 

There  was  actually  some  performance  or  other 
read  here  every  day,  sometimes  new  plays,  and 
sometimes  other  pieces  of  poetry ;  but  nothing  ex-» 
cept  serious  subjects  were  deemed  worthy  of  atten** 
tion,  homorouS'  pieces  being  despised;  the  best 
comedy,  or  the  most  ingenious  and  witty  romance, 
was  looked  upon  as  a  feeble  production,  that  de- 
served no  praise ;  whereas  the  least  serious  work, 
such  as  an  ode,  eclogue,  or  sonnet,  passed  for  tb^ 
greatest  effort  of  human  understanding.  But  it 
often  happened  that  the  public  did  not  confirm 
the  sentence  of  the  court ;  on  the  contrary,  was 
iometines  so  impolite  as  to  hiss  those  pieces  which 
had  been  there  very  much  applauded. 

I  was  chamberlain  in  this  house ;  diat  is,  my 
oflice  consisted  in  getting  every  thing  ready  in  the 
apartment  of  ray  lady,  for  the  reception  of  com- 
pany, and  to  set  the  chairs  fot  the  men,  and  the 
cushions  for  the  women,  after  which  I  stationed 
Btyself  at  tht  chamber-door,  to  announce  *  and  in« 
ttvdoce  the  persons  who  arrived.  While  I  was 
employed  in  this  office  for  the  first  time,  the  go- 
vernor of  the  pages,  who  by  accident,  was  then  in 
tbfB  antichamber  with  me,  described  them  all  very 
l^easandy,  as  they  came  in.  His  name  was  Andrew 
Molina,  naturally  diy  and  satirical,  witii  a  good 
share  cf  understanding.  A  bishop  being  the  first 
who  presented  himself,  I  announced  him,  and  when 
he  was  entered,  the  governor  observed,  **  That  pre- 
late 10  a  man  of  a  very  pleasant  character.  Haviiq;^ 


*  The  anDOUDeer  b  a  domestic  who  stands  in  the  haO  en 
fIsKng  days,  and  pronounces  aloud  the  names  of  the  com* 
psny  as  they  come  in :  from  the  I^tin  word  amumciareb 
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a  little  credit  at  court,  he  would  fain  make  every 
one  believe  that  he  has  a  great  deal,  and  offers  hit 
interest  to  all  the  world,  without  serviog  any  body. 
One  day  meeting  at  court  with  a  gentleman  who 
sainted  him,  he  stopt,  loaded  him  with  civilities, 
mad  squeexing  his  hand,  said,  '*  I  am  wholly  de* 
voted  to  your  service ;  pray.  Sir,  put  me  to  ihe 
proof:  I  shall  never  die  satisfied  until  I  have  an 
opportunity  of  obliging  you."  The  gentleman  hav- 
ing thanked  him  in  a  very  grateful  manner,  they 
parted,  and  the  prelate  said  to  one  of  his  followers, 
^'  I  think  I  know  tliat  man ;  I  have  a  confused  idea 
of  having  seen  him  somewhere." 

Immediately  after  the  bishop,  the  son  of  a  grandee^ 
appeared  ;  and  when  I  had  introduced  him  into  my 
lady's  chamber,  ^*  That  nobleman  (said  Molina)  is 
another  original.  You  must  know  that  he  goea 
oAen  to  a  house,  in  order  to  treat  of  some  import- 
ant  affair,  with  the  gentleman  who  lives  in  it,  and 
comes  away  without  remembering  to  speak  a  syl- 
lable about  the  matter.  But  (added  the  governor, 
seeing  two  ladies  advance)  there  come  Donna  An- 
gela de  Pennafiel,  and  Donna  Margarita  de  Mon* 
talvan,  two  ladies  between  whom  there  is  not  the 
least  resemblance  :  Donna  Margarita,  who  piques 
herself  on  being  a  philosopher,  will  undertake  the 
most  profound  doctors  of  Salamanca  in  a  dispute, 
without  suffering  their  arguments  to  get  the  better 
of  her  argumentation.  As  for  Donna  Angela,  she 
does  not  affect  the  virtuosi,  although  her  under- 
standing is  perfect]}'  well  cultivated  :  her  conver- 
sation  is  sensible,  her  sentiments  refined,  and  her 
expression  delicate,  noble,  and  natural."  This 
last  is  an  amiable  character,  (said  I  to  Molina)  bat 
the  other,  in  my  opinion,  is  mconsistent  with  the 
fair  sex."  "  Not  very  consistent,  (he  replied  witlf 
a  sneer)  and  even  a  great  many  men  are  rendered 
ridiculous  by  such  a  disposition.  Madam,  the  mar*, 
chioness,  our  lady,  (continued  be)  is  also  a  little 
tainted  with  philosophy.  What  wrangling  will  there 
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be  here  to-4ay !     God  grant  that  religion  may  not 
be  concerned  in  the  ctispute," 

As  he  spoke  these  words,  we  perceived  a  meagre 
man  come  in,  with  an  air  of  reserve  and  grim  conn-' 
tenauce.  My  governor  did  not  spare  him :  ^*  This 
here,  (said  he)  is  one  of  your  serious  wits  who 
Xi'ould  fain  pass  for  great  geniuses,  by  the  favour 
of  a  few  sentences  learned  from  Seneca,  and  wlu> 
are  easily  detected  to  be  fools,  if  you  examine  them 
a  little  closely."  The  next  that  came  in  was  a 
well-shaped  cavalier,  with  a  Grecian  mien,  that  it, 
a  very  self-sufficient  appearance :  when  I  asked  who 
he  was,  Molina  answered,  "  He  is  a  dramatic  poet, 
who  has  composed,  in  his  time,  an  hundred  thou«* 
sand  verses,  which  never  brought  him  in  four  pence: 
but  in  recompence  for  that,  he  has  procured  a  con- 
siderable setdement,  by  six  lines  of  prose." 

I  was  going  to  inform  myself  of  the  nature  of  a 
fortune  got  so  easily,  when  I  heard  a  great  noise 
on  the  staircase.  *^  Good !  (cried  the  governor) 
there  comes  the  licentiate  Campanario,  who  gives 
notice  of  his  approach,  before  he  appears,  and  be* 
ginning  to  talk  at  the  street  door,  continues  with-* 
out  intermission  until  he  goes  away."  Sure  enough, 
the  whole  house  rang  again  with  the  voice  of  the 
thundering  licentiate,  who,  at  length,  entered  the 
antichamber  with  a  bachelor  of  his  acquaintance, 
and  did  not  leave  off  speaking  all  the  time  his 
visit  lasted.  "  Signior  Campanario  (said  I  to  Mo- 
Una)  seems  to  be  a  great  genius."  "  Yes,  (replied 
my  governor)  he  has  some  bright  sallies,  quaint 
expressions,  and  a  good  deal  of  humour  :  but  over 
and  above  his  being  an  unconscionable  talker,  he 
does  not  fail  to  make  repetidons ;  and,  not  to  over* 
rate  his  talents,  I  believe  the  agreeable  and  comic 
air  with  which  he  seasons  every  thing  he  says 
constitutes  his  chief  merit :  for  the  greatest  part 
of  his  strokes  would  do  no  great  honour  to  a  col- 
lection of  witticisms." 
.  Abundance  of  other  people  came  in,  of  whom 
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llolitui  made  rery  homoroiis  pictures,  amMg  wtddii 
be  did  not  forget  that  of  the  marchioiieflt.  ^  I  aa-* 
sore  you  (said  he)  our  patroneM  is  a  lady  of  a  Tcry 
even  temper,  in  spite  of  all  her  philosophy.  81ie 
k  not  at  all  difficult  to  please,  and  one  underaoes 
very  few  caprices  in  her  sevice.  She  is  one  ortlie 
most  reasonable  women  of  quality  I  know,  and  is 
even  without  passion;  she  has  as  little  taste  for 
gallantry  as  for  play,  and  loves  conversation  onhr ; 
in  short,  roost  ladies  would  think  her  way  of  fife 
insupportably  tiresome."  The  governor,  by  dns 
enlogiom,  prepossessed  me  in  favour  of  my  mis- 
tress; nevertheless,  some  days  after,  I  could  not 
help  suspecting  that  she  was  not  such  an  enemy  to 
love :  and  I  will  declare  on  what  foundatioli  my 
suspicion  was  built 

One  morning,  while  she  was  at  her  toilet,- a  litde 
man  presented  himself  to  me,  about  forty  years 
old,  of  a  disagreeable  figure,  more  dirty  dian  thtf 
andior  Pedro  de  Noya,  and  very  much  hump-back« 
ed  into  the  bargain.  When  he  told  me  he  wanted 
to  speak  with  the  marchioness,  I  asked  him,  from 
whomf  To  which  he  answered,  with  a  haughty 
look,  ^^  From  myself;  tell  her,  I  am  the  gentleman 
of  whom  she  spoke  yesterday  to  Donna  Anna  de 
Velasco."  I  introduced  him  into  my  lady's  apart* 
ment,  and  signified  his  arrival ;  upon  which,  At 
immediately  exclaimed  in  a  transport  of  joy ;  *'Sbcf# 
him  in."  She  not  only  gave  him  a  favottrable  re- 
ception, but  likewise  ordered  all  her  women  out  <A 
the  room ;  so  that  the  little  hunch-back,  more  kufh 
py  than  an  honester  man,  remained  alone  with  her; 
while  the  chambermaids  and  I  made  ourselves 
merry  with  this  fine  tete-a-tete  that  lasted  near  an 
hour;  after  which,' my  patroness  dismissed  the 
crook-back,  loaded  with  civilities,  that  shewed  hoir 
well  she  was  satbfied  with  his  conversation,  wMdl, 
m  effect,  captivated  her  S6  much,  that  she  told  ntt 
one  evening,  in  private,  **  Gil  Bias,  when  the  mailr 
with  the  hump  returns,  bring  bftti  Hif6  tty  a|NBrt> 
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meBt  as  secredy  as  possible/'  I  obeyed,  and  when 
die  litde  man  came  back  next  morning,  conducted 
him,  by  a  private  staircase,  to  my  lady's  chamber 
I  performed  the  same  office  most  devoady,  two  or 
three  dmes,  without  suspecting  that  there  could 
be  any  gallantry  in  the  case.  But  die  malignity 
which  is  so  natural  to  mankind  soon  in8|nred  me 
with  strange  ideas,  and  I  concluded  that  the  in* 
clinadon  of  the  marchioness  was'eitber  very  whim* 
steal,  or  that  the  hunch*back  acted  the  part  of  a 
go-between. 

Prepossessed  widi  this  opinion,  I  often  said  to 

myself,  **  If  my  lady  is  in  love  with  a  handsome 

man,  I  forgive  her ;  but  if  she  is  captivated  by  this 

baboon,  truly  I  cannot  excuse  the  depravity  of  her 

taste.    How  much  was  I  mistaken  in  my  patroness! 

the  litde  hunch*back  dabbled  in  magic,  and  as  his 

kill  had  been  extolled  to  the  marchioness,  who 

willingly  listened  to  the  delusions  of  such  impos- 

ors,  she  honoured  him  with  these  private  conver- 

ations,  in  which  he  shewed  her  things  in  a  glass, 

taught  her  to  turn  the  sieve,  and  for  money  re* 

vealed  all  the  mysteries  of  the  cabala.    Or  rather 

to  speak  truly,  he  was  a  sharper  who  subsisted  at 

the  expence  of  credulous  people,  and  was  said  to 

have  several  women  of  quidity  under  contribution. 


CHAPTER  IK. 


I  HAD  already  lived  six  months  with  the  mar- 
chioness de  Chaves,  and,  I  confess, .  was  sads6ed 
with  my  condition  ;  but  the  destiny  I  had  to  fulfil 
would  not  permit  me  to  live  longer  in  that  lady's 
lOuse,  nor  even  in  Madrid :  1  will  therefore  re- 
coMit  the  adventure  thact  obliged  me  to  remove 
worn  bodi. 

Bt  Vol.  II  S 
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Among  my  lady's  maids,  there  was  one  called 
Portia,  who,  besides  her  youth  and  beauty,  posses^- 
wod  such  an  amiable  character,  that  I  attached  my* 
self  to  her,  without  knowing  that  I  must  dispute 
her  heart  with  a  rival.     The  secretary  of  the  mar- 
chionesSj  who  was  a  proud  man,  and  very  much 
addicted  to  jealousy,  being  captivated  with  my 
princess,  no  sooner  perceived  my  passion,   than 
(without  endeavouring  to  find  out  my  reception 
with  Portia)  he  resolved  to  fight  me  in  single  com- 
bat, and  for  this  purpose  appointed  me  to  meet 
him  one  morning,  in  a  private  place.    As  he  was  a 
little  man,  whose  bead  scarce  reached  my  shoul- 
ders, and  seemed  at  the  same  time  very  weak,  I  did 
not  think  him  a  very  dangerous  rival,  but  repaired 
with  great  confidence  to  the  place  appointed,  in 
hopes  of  gaining  an  easy  victory,  and  making  a 
merit  of  it  with  Portia ;  but  the  event  did  not  an- 
swer my  expectation.    The  little  secretary,  who 
had  been  two  or  t|iree  years  at  the  fencing-school, 
disarmed  me  like  an  infant,  and  holding  the  poini 
of  his  sword  to  my  throat,  '<  Prepare  (said  he)  foi 
the.  mortal  blow,  or  else  give  roe  thy  word  of  ho- 
nour that  thou  wilt  this  day  quit  the  service  of  the 
marchioness  de  Chaves,  and  never  more  think  of 
Portia*"    I  made  him  that  promise,  and  kept  it 
without  reluctancy ;  being  ashamed  to  appear  be- 
fore the  rest  of  the  servants,  after  my  defeat,  espe- 
cially before  the  fair  Helen  who  had  been  the  cause 
of  our  duel.    My  sole  intention  in  returning  to  the 
house  was  to  carry  off  my  goods  and  money,  which 
having  done,  I  set  out  the  same  day  for  Toledo,, 
my  purse  being  pretty  well  furnished,  and  my  back 
loaded  with  a  bundle  composed  of  my  whole  wear- 
ing apparel :  for  though  I  had  not  engaged  to  quit 
Madrid,  I  thought  proper  to  leave  it,  at  least  for 
some  years  ;  and  formed  the  resolution  of  making 
the  tour  of  Spain,  and  of  halting  at  every  town. 
*'  The  money  I  have  (said  I  to  myself)  will  carry 
me  a  great  way ;  for  I  don't  intend  to.  be  extra- 
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vi^ant,  and  wben  I  have  no  more,  I  will  betake 
myself  again  to  service.  A  young  mai\i  of  my  ac- 
complishments will  find  places  in  abundance,  when- 
ever he  pleases  to  go  in  quest  of  them." 

I  longed,  in  particular,  to  see  Toledo,  whither  I 
arrived  at  Uie  end  of  three  days,  and  took  up  my 
lodging  in  a  good  inn,  where  I  passed  for  a  gentle- 
man of  consequence,  by  the  favour  of  my  intrigiung 
dress,  which  I  did  not  fail  to  put  on,  and  by  the 
foppish  airs  which  I  aflected.  It  was  in  my  own 
option  to  establish  a  correspondence  with  some 
handsome  women  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood; 
but  understanding  that  I  must  begin  by.  spending 
a  good  deal  of  money  upon  them,  I  bridled  my 
desires,  and  feeling  still  a  strong  inclination  for 
travelling,  after  having  seen  every  thing  that  was 
curious  in  Toledo,  I  left  it  one  morning  by  break 
of  day,  and  took  the  road  to  Cuenca,  with  an  in- 
tention to  go  to  Arragon.  On  the  second  day  of 
my  journey,  I  went  into  an  inn  on  the  road,  and 
just  as  I  sat  down  to  refresh  myself,  a  company  of 
soldiers  belonging  to  the  holy  brotherhood  came 
in,  and  calling  for  wine,  fell  to  drinking.  While 
they  were  over  their  cups,  I  heard  them  describe 
a  young  man  whom  they  had  orders  to  apprehend. 
'*  The  gendeman  (said  one  of  them)  is  not  more 
than  twenty  years  of  age,  has  long  black  hair,  a 
good  shape,  an  aquiline  nose,  and  is  mounted  on  a 
bay  .horse." 

I  listened  without  seeming  to  give  attention  to 
what  they  said,  and  truly  1  did  not  concern  myself 
much  about  the  matter.  Leaving  them  in  the  inn« 
I  set  forward  on  my  journey,  and  had  not  walked 
a  quarter  of  a  league,  when  I  met  a  young  gende- 
man of  a  good  mien,  mounted  on  a  chesnut-colour- 
ed  horse.  ^'  Upon  my  faith!  (said  I  to  myself^  this 
is  the  man  whom  the  soldiers  are  in  search  ot :  he 
has  long  black  hair,  and  an  aquiline  nose.  I  must 
do  him  a  good  office.  Sir,  (said  I  to  him)  give  me 
leave  to  adi,  whether  or  not  you  have  some  affair 
Vol.  2.  4 
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of  botiottr  on  your  hands  ?"  Tbe  yotmg  gvntlemtf^ 
wi^ont  making  any  reply^  looked  earnestly  at 
me,  and  seemed  surprised  at  my  question.  Upon 
which,  1  assured  him,  that  it  was  not  out  of  cu 
riosity  that  I  had  addressed  him  in  this  manner ; 
and  be  was  very  well  convinced  of  it,  when  I  told 
liim  what  I  had  overheard  at  the  inn.  "Oeneront 
stranger,  (said  he)  I  will  not  deny  diat  I  have 
teason  to  believe  myself  the  person  whom  tibose 
soldier's  want  to  apprehend;  and  therefore  will 
take  another  road  in  order  to  avoid  them."  ^'  It 
is  my  opinion  (I  replied)  that  we  should  immedi- 
ately seek  some  place  where  you  may  be  secure, 
and  where  we  may  be  sheltered  from  that  storm 
which  I  see  brewing  in  the  air,  and  which  wift 
burst  very  soon."  At  that  instant  we  discovered 
and  repaired  to  a  tufted  alley  of  trees  that  con- 
ducted us  to  the  foot  of  a  mountain  where  we 
found  an  hermitage. 

It  was  a  large  deep  grotto  that  time  had  scooped 
m  tbe  rock,  to  which  the  art  of  man  bad  added  a 
kind  of  front,  built  of  pebbles  and  shell-work,  and 
qnhe  covered  with  turf:  tlie  adjacent  field  was 
strewed  with  a  thousand  sorts  of  flowelv  wbich 
perfumed  the  air,  and,  bard  by  the  grotto,  we  pier^ 
'  ceived  a  Kttle  opening  in  the  rock,  from  whence 
issued,  with  an  agreeable  noise, '  a  spring  of  wat^ 
fliat  run  winding  along  a  meadow.  At  the  en- 
trance of  this  solitary  habitation  appeared  a  holy 
hermit  stooping  under  the  weight  of  old  age,  sup- 
porting himself  with  a  staff  in  one  hand,  and  boM^ 
mg  in  the  other  a  rosary  of  large  beads,  composed 
of  twenty  courses  at  least  His  head  was  buried 
in  a  brown  woollen  cap  with  long  ears,  and  ,fais 
beard,  more  white  than  snow,  came  down  to  Us 
middle.  When  we  approached  him,  ^  Father,  (said 
I)  be  so  gbod  as  to  favour  us  with  shelter  from  the 
impending  storm."  "  Enter,  my  children,  (replied 
the  anchorite,  after  having  observed  me  attentively) 
this  hermitage  is  at  your  service ;  and  you  may  stay 
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'  Jmre  as  long  ms  yo«  pleaie.    At  for  yinir  honi^ 
(added  he;  poiutiog  to  the  ibrepot  of  his  hfd^ittf- 
. Hon)  he  will. be  very  well  aocommodated  in  tbtt 
*placQ."    The.geDtlemati  who  mccompii^iediDedisv 
posed  of  his  beast  accordingly,  and  then  we  follow^ 
e<l  thtf  old  man  into  the  grotto,  which  as  soon  a$ 
.  we  had  entered,  a  grcfSat  shower  fell,  nliogled  widk 
.  iashes  of  lightning  and  dreadful  claps  of  thunder. 
The  hermit  fell  on  his  knees  before  -an  image  of 
St  PacoDio,*.w1)ich  wfs  glued  to  (be  wall,  and  we 
followed  his  example.    Mean  while,  the  thunder  /^^ 
ceased,  and  we  got  up ;  bi|t  as  the  rain  f  ominuedt  ' 
and  the  day  was-fius  spent,  .*^My.  children,  (said  . 
the  old  man)  I  /would  not  adviie  you  to  proceed 
on  yoor  journey  in  such  weathar,  unless  you  have 
some  pressing  a^air."    "f  he  young  m^  and  1  re^y 

filled,  that  we  had^none  that  bkidered  us  frpmr 
lalting;  and  that,  if  we  were  not  affaid  of  vacom% 
moding  him,  we  would  beg  leave  tf  pass  the  night 
in  his  hermitage.  ^^  You  won't  incooimode  wft  in  ' 
the  least,  (said  the  hersiit)  but  will  have  read)j«  (• 
complain  of  yoor  lodging ;  for  you  must  he  hard) 
and  I  have  nothiiig  to  offer  you  but  anchorite's  \ 
foie." 

So  saving,  the  holy  man  made  n^sit  down  at « 
small  table,  and  presenting  us  with  a  few  ontoQS, 
a  crust  of  bread,  and  a  (Htcher  of  water^  '*  My  sons, 
(said  he)  you  see  my  usual  repast ;  but  to-dav  I  will 
commit  an  excess  out  of  regard  to  you/'^  He  then 
brought  a  little  cheese,  with  two  handfuls  of  fil- 
berds,  and  spread  them  upon  the  table.   The  young 


*  St  Pacomo  was  an  iEgyptiaii,  who  lived  in  the  fourth 
century,  and  founded  seTeral  monasteries,  consisting  of  be- 
tween tweke  and  sixteen  hundred  monks  each :  his  faith  is 
ssid  to  have  been  so  effecstualf  that  he  waNmd  among  srv 
penii,  unhurt ;  and  when  he  had  occasion  to  cross  the  Nik^ . 
was  transported  from  one  side  to  the  other  on  the  back  of 
a  crdcodll^ 
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Mm,  who  hsd  no  great  ftppettle,  did  not  ONMiii 
kmoar  to  the  feot ;  upon  which|  the  henml  ob- 
Mrved  to  him,  ^  I  perceive  that  yoo  are  acotston^ 
cd  to  better  tables  than  mine,  w  rather,  that  sen*' 
saality  has  corrupted  your  natural  taste.  I  have 
been  m  the  wond|  as  you  n,te  now ;  the  most  de* 
Kcate  viands,  the  most  ^ xqainte  ragouts,  were  not 
too  good  for  my  palate  t  but  since  I  have  lived  in 
•elitnde,  I  have  retrieved  the  former  purity  of  my 
taste,  and  at  present  can  relish  nothing  but  roots, 
fruits,  milk ;  in  a  word,  that  wMch  composed  the 
nonrishment  of  our  first  parents." 

While  he  spoke  in  this  manner,  the  younff  maa 
rank  into  a  profound  reverie,  which  the  bermil 
perceiving,  ^My  son,  fsaid  he  to  him)*  you  have  an 
oppression  on  your  spirits ;  may  I  not  know  the 
canse  f  unbosom  yourself  to  me*  It  is  not  curiosi 
ijj  but  charity  alone  that  animates  my  request  I 
am  of  age  to  give  advice  |  and  perhaps  your  situa* 
tfon  requires  it**  Tes,  iatber^  (replied  the  cava* 
tier,  with  a  righ^  I  have,  doubtless,  occasion  foi 
advice,  and  I  wtll  follow  yours,  since  you  are  so 
good  as  to  ofier  it  I  believe,  I  run  no  risk  in  dis» 
covering  myself  to  a  man  of  your  character."  "  N(S 
my  son,  (saicf  the  senior)  you  have  nothing  to  ftat 
on  that  score,  and  may  sidfely  trust  me  with  any 
secret"  In  diis  confidence,  the  cavalier  spoke  at 
follows 


CHAPTER  X. 


I  WILL  conceal  nothing  from  you,  father,  noi 
from  the  other  gentleman  who  hears  me ;  for,  aAer 
the  generosity  he  shewed,  I  should  be  to  blame  to 
distrust  him.  Listen,  therefore,  to  my  misfortunes 
I  was  born  in  Madrid,  and  my  origin  is  this :— All 
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officer  of  tbe  GermaD  guards,  called  the  Buron-de 
Steinbacfa,  going  home  one  evening,  perceived  m 
bundle  of  white  linen  at  the  foot  of  the  staircase^ 
He  took  it  up  and  carried  it  to  his  wife's  apart* 
ment,  where  be  found  it  to  be  a  new*bom  in&at 
wrapped  in  very  handsome  swaddling-clothes;  with 
a  bidet  importing  that  it  belonged  to  persons  of  qua- 
Ihy,  who  woold  one  day  make  themselves  knowa; 
and  Aat  it  had  been  baptiied  by  the  name  of  Al- 
phoflso.  I  am  that  unhappy  infant,  and  this  is  all 
that  I  know  of  my  birth  and  parentage  t  sacrificed 
to  honour  or  infidelity,  I  know  not  whether  my 
mother  emosed  me,  in  order  to  coMceal  a  disho<- 
nourable  flame ;  or  seduoed  by  a  perjarcd  lover, 
(bund  herself  under  the  cruel  necessity  of  disow»- 
ingdie  fruit  of  her  womb. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  the  Baron  and  the  lady  were 
touched  with  my  situation ;  and,  as  they  bad  no 
children  of  their  own,  detmnined  to  educate  me 
under  Ae  name  of  Don  Alphonso.  As  I  advanced 
in  years,  their  attachment  to  me  increased:  my 
flattering  and  complaisant  behaviour  attracted  their 
caresses  every  moment :  in  a  word,  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  make  myself  beloved ;  they  gave  me  all 
kinds  of  masters ;  my  education  became  their  only 
Itudy;  and,  far  from  expecting  impatleody  that 
my  parents  would  discover  themselves,  they  seem«> 
ed,  on  the  contrary,  to  wish^that  my  birth  would 
always  remain  a  secret  As  soon  as  the  Baron 
found  me  able  to  carry  arms,  he  entered  me  in  the 
service,  procured  for  me  an  ensign's  commission^ 
ordered  my  small  equipage  to  be  got  ready ;  and, 
to  animate  me  the  more  to  seek  occasions  of  ac* 
quiring  glory,  he  represented  to  me,  that  the  career 
of  honour  was  open  to  every  body ;  and  that  in 
war  I  might  obtain  a  name  the  more  glorious,  as  1 
should  owe  it  to  myself  alone.  At  the  same  time, 
he  revealed  the  secret  of  my  birth,  which  he  had 
hitherto  concealed  from  my  knowledge.  As  I  pass* 
<;d  for  his  son  in  Madrid,  and  eflectually  believed 
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nytelf  tp  be  to,  I  owa  thU  piece  of  iofiNinatioQ 
gaiw  me  a  good  deal  of  pain :  I  could  Bot  tben, 
aor  cannot  now  think  of  it  without  shame;  (of 
he  more  my  sentiments  teemed  to  argue  me  of  a 
ttoble  origin,  the  greater  my  confusion  was  to  see 
myself  abandoned  by  those  who  gave  me  being, 

1  went  to  serve  in  the  Low  Countries  \  but  the 
peace  bei^g  concluded  soon  after,  and  Spain  rid  ol 
her  eoemiesi  though  not  of  those  who  envied  her 
proq)erity,  I  retnraed  to  Madridf  where  I  received 
fresh  marks  of  tenderness  from  the  Baron  ai|d  his 
lady.  About  two  months  after,  my  return,  a  little 
page  came  into  my  room  one  morning,  and  pre* 
seoted  to  me  a  billet,  conceived  pretty  nearly  in 
these  words ;  ^^  I  am  neither  ugly  nor  iU-sfaaped ; 
and  yet  you  see  me  frequently  at  the  window, 
without  paying  homage  with  your  eyes.  This  be- 
Imvioitr  but  iU  answers  your  gallant  appearance; 
and  piques  me  so  much,  that  I  wish  I  could  inspire 
you  with  love,  to  be  revenged  on  your  indiffer^ 


ence." 


Having  read  this  billet,  I  did  not  doubt  that  k 
came  from  a  widow  called  Leonora,  who  lived 
opposite  to  our  houie,  and  had  the  reputation  of 
bemg  very  coquettish.  I  interrogated  the  pag^ 
who  was  on  the  reserve  at  first,  but  in  consideration 
of  a  ducat  which  I  slipt  into  bis  hand,  he  satisfiea 
my  curiosity ;  and  eyen  undertook  to  carry  an  an^ 
swer,  by  which  I  informed  his  mistress,  that  1 
acknowledged  my  crime,  and  was  already  sensibly 
of  her  being  more  than  half  revenged. 

I  was  not  at  all  insensible  of  this  kind  of  coo- 
qpiest;  I  kept  the  house,  all  that  day,  and  took 
great  care  to  be  always  at  the  window,  that  I 
might  observe  the  lady,  who  did  not  forget  to 
shew  herself  at  her's.  I  made  love  to  her  in  dumb 
shew,  she  answered  my  signals,  and  next  morning 
let  me  know  by  her  page,  that  if  I  would  be  in  the 
street  betwixt  eleven  and  twelve  at  night,  I  might 
converse  with  her  at  a  parlour  window.    Though 
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I  did  Hot  find  viyaelf  very  much  in  love  willi  ulA 
»  forward  widow,  I  did  not  fail  to  recum  a  vtry 
pasaionate  answer,  and  to  wait  for  night  with  at 
vmch  ioipatieDce  as  if  I  had  been  yioTendy  snii^ 
|en«  la  the  evening,  I  went  oat  to  walk  in  the 
JPrado  tiU  the  hour  of  assignation;  and  was. no 
Moner  arrived  at  that  filace,  than  a  man  laoitnled 
on  a  fine  horse  alighted  hard  by  me,  and  accosting 
§m  basifily,  said,  ^^  Are  not  yon  the  son  of  Baroo 
Steinbach  ?"  When  I  i^lied  in  the  aiBrmativa, 
**Yoii  are  the  person,  (said  he)  who  intends  to 
converse  widi  iJeonora  at  her  window.  Her  page 
has  shewn  me  her  letters  and  your  answers,  and  I 
have  followed  yon  this  evening,  from  yoar  own 
honse  hither,  to  let  yon  know  that  yon  have  a 
rival  whose  pride  is  very  nmeh  mortiied  in  being 
obliged  to  di^Mite  a  heart  with  such  a  one  as  yon* 
[  believe  I  need  say  no  more ;  we  are  now  in  a 
priva^  place.  Let  us  draw  therefore,  unless,  to 
hvoid  the  chastisement  I  prepare  for  yon,  you  wiU 
promise  to  break  off  all  correspondence  with  Leo« 
nora*  You  must  either  sacrifice  to  me  the  hqpes 
you  have  conceived,  or  forfeit  your  life  imoMMli- 
ately."  *<  You  ought  then  (said  I  to  him)  to  have 
requested,  not  demanded  that  sacrifice ;- 1  might, 
perhaps,  have  granted  it  to  your  cotrraty,  but  I 
refuse  it  to  your  threats." 

^^  Tis  very  well,  (he  replied,  after  having  tied 
his  horse  to  a  tree)  draw  then  :  it  does  not  become 
a  person  of  my  quality  to  stoop  so  low  as  to  entreat 
a  mvk  of  your  station :  most  people  of  my  rank,  in 
the  same  case,  would  have  revenged  themselves  in 
a  less  honourable  way."  I  was  shocked  with  these 
last  words,  and  seeing  his  sword  already  nnsheath* 
ed,  drew  mine  also :  we  attacked  one  another  with 
such  fury,  that  the  combat  did  not  last  long  s  who* 
ther  he  behaved  with  too  much  heat,  or  i  had 
more  skill,  I  know  not,  but  I  gave  li^  a  mortal 
thnist,  npon  which  I  saw  him  stagger  and  fiilL 
Whereupon,  minding  my  Own  safety  only,  I  mount* 


«  ADVKNTURES  OT  GIL  BLA9 

ed  his  hone,  and  took  the  road  to  Toledo.  I  dunl 
■•t  retarn  to  the  Baron's  house,  being  well  assured 
that  my  adventure  would  very  much  afliet  him, 
and  when  I  considered  the  danger  in  which  I  was, 
I  thought  I  could  not  get  out  of  Madrid  too  soon. 
*  In  the  midst  of  the  most  melancholy  reflections^ 
I  rode  the  remaining  part  of  the  night,  and  all  the 
morning;  but  towards  noon  was  obliged  to  halt,  in 
order  to  give  my  hone  some  rest,  and  avoid  the 
heatof  ti^  day,  which  grew  insupportable.  I  tar* 
rsed,  therefore,  in  a  village,  till  sun-set,  after  which 
I  ooDtinned  my  journey,  resolving  to  make  but  one 
stage  to  Toledo.  I  had  got  two  leagues  beyond 
IllMcas,  when,  towards  midnight,  I  was  surprised 
in  the  middle  of  a  field,  with  just  such  another 
storm  as  fell  to^ay ;  upon  which  I  drew  near  the 
wall  of  a  garden  that  I  perceived  at  the  distance 
of  a  few  paces,  and  not  finding  a  more  convenient 
•heller,  stood  with  my  horse  as  close  as  1  could  to 
the  door  of  a  summer-house  situated  at  the  end 
of  the  wall,  over  which  there  was  a  balcony.  As 
I  leaned  against  the  door,  I  perceived  it  open, 
which  I  ascribed  to  the  negligence  of  servants ;  and 
alighting,  less  out  of  curiosity  than  for  the  sake  of 
being  better  screened  from  the  rain,  which  did  not 
fail  to  incommode  me  wtule  I  remained  under  the 
balcony,  I  entered  the  ground-floor  of  the  summer- 
honse,  with  my  horse,  which  I  led  by  the  bridle. 

I  employed  myself  during  the  tempest  in  observ- 
ing the  place,  and  though  I  could  disdngnlsh  no- 
thing but  by  the  lightning  that  flashed  around,  '4 
was  easy  to  perceive  that  the  house  could  not  be 
long  to  a  vulgar  owner.  I  expected  still  that  the 
rain  would  cease,  intending  to  proceed  on  my 
journey ;  but  a  great  light  that  I  observed  at  a 
distance,  made  me  change  my  resolution.  Leaving 
my  horse  in  the  summer-house,  the  door  of  wtuch 
I  took  care  to  secure,  I  advanced  towards  the 
light,  persuaded  that  there  was  still  somebody  in 
tbt  bouse,  not  yet  gone  to  bed,  and  resolved  to 
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deflate  lodging  tor  that  night.  Having  crotsed  fle- 
venJ  walks,  I  arrived  at  a  saloon,  the  door  of 
which  I  found  open  also ;  I  entered  it,  and  when 
I  bad  obierved  all  the  magnificence  of  the  place, 
by  the  lig^t  of  a  fine  crystal  branch,  I  no  longer 
iottbltd  that  I  was  in  the  bonse  of  some  rich  no^ 
Ueman.  The  pavement  was  of  marble,  the  wain- 
seot  very  handsome,  and  cnrionsly  gilt,  the  comieea 
of  admirable  workmanship^  and  the  ceiKng  punted 
by  the  most  skilfol  masters :  but  what  I  took  parti- 
eidar  notice  ol^  was  an  infinite  number  of  basts  of 
Spanish  heroes,  supported  on  pedestals  of  jasper^ 
aU  rvwmd  the  saloon*  I  had  leisure  enongh  to 
consider  all  these  dungs;  for  diough  I  listened 
attentively  firom  time  to  time,  I  neither  heard  the 
loast  noise,  nor  saw  a  living  o^ature  appear. 

There  being  on  one  side  of  the  saloon  a  door 
nnbolied,  I  half  opened  it,  and  perceived  a  range 
of  rooms,  the  last  of  which  only  was  lighted."-* 
<«  What  shall  I  do  f  (said  I  to  myself)  shall  I  re- 
tarn,  or  boldly  penetrate  to  thatToom  ?"  I  con- 
cluded that  the  most  judicious  step  would  be  to . 
retam  as  I  came.  Bat  I  could  not  resist  my  cu- 
riosity, or  rather  the  force  of  destiny  that  dragged 
me  along :  I  advanced  from  one  room  to  another, 
unti]  I  arrived  at  that  in  which  was  die  light,  thsft 
is,  a  taper  burning  on  a  marble  table,  in  a  silver 
candlestick  gilt  I  at  first  observed  very  band« 
soaoe  and  gay  summer  furniture,  but  in  a  litde 
time,  casdng  my  eyes  upon  a  bed,  the  certains  of 
which  were  half  drawn  on  account  of  the  heat,  I 
•aw  an  object  that  attracted  my  whole  attention. 
This  was  a  young  lady,  who,  notwithstanding  the 
noiie  of  the  thunder,  lay  in  a  profound  sleep.  1 
approached  her  softly,  and  by  the  light  of  the 
ti^er  discovered  a  complexion  and  features  that 
Mite  daailed  me.  My  heart  took  the  alarm  at  the 
sight!  I  fdt  my  soul  smitten  and  transported ; 
hot  whatever  emotions  agitated  my  breast,  the 
opinion  whidi  I  had  of  her  high  rank  hindered  me 
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iroiii  enterfaining  the  least  rash  thought,  and  !••» 
•peet  prevailed  over  inclioadon. 

While  I  glatted  myself  with  the  pleasure  of 
oontemplaliog  her  beaaty,  she  awoke;  and  yod 
may  guess  what  was  her  surprise  when  she  saw  a 
nan  whom  she  did  not  know  in  her  bedchamber  at 
midnight  She  trembled  when  she  perceived  me^ 
and  shrieked  alond ;  while  I  endeavoured  to  re« 
move  her  fear,  by  kneeling  before  her,  and  saying, 
"  Madam,  be  not  afraid  :  I  come  not  hither  to  do 
you  the  least  injury."  I  was  going  on,  but  bev 
consternation  was  such  that  she  did  not  hear  me. 
She  called  her  woman* several  times,  but  nobody 
miswering,  she  put  on  a  thin  night-gown  which  lay 
at  her  bed's  feet,  got  up  hastily,  and  went  into  tim 
rooms  that  I  had  crossed,  still  calling  her  mmdt, 
and  a  younger  sister  who  lived  under  her.  care. 
I  expected  to  see  all  her  servants  appear,  ami  had 
reason  to  apprehend  that,  without  being  heard,  I 
should  meet  with  very  disagreeable  treatment ;  but 
luckily  for  me,  she  called  to  no  purpose ;  nobody 
came  but  an  old  domestic,  who  could  not  have 
given  her  much  assistance,  had  she  had  any  tUng 
to  fear.  Nevertheless,  growing  more  resolute  by 
hb  presence,  she  asked,  with  a  haughty  air,  who 
1  was,  and  how,  and  for  what  reason,  I  had  the 
boldness  to  enter  her  house?  I  then  began  to 
nistify  myself,  and  had  no  sooner  told  her  that  I 
found  the  door  of  the  summer<-house  open,  than 
she  exclaimed,  "  Just  heaven !  what  do  I  presage !" 

So  saying,  she  seized  the  light,  and  searchmg  dl 
the  rooms,  one  after  another,  could  see  neidisr  her 
maids  nor  her  sbter,  but  even  observed  that  they 
had  carried  off  all  their  baggage.  Her  suspioioas 
appearing  now  but  too  plain,  she  returned  to  me, 
and  said,  with  a  great  deal  of  emotion,  ^*  Perfidious 
wretch !  add  not  dissimulation  to  treachery. .  It 
was  not  chance  that  brought  thee  here.  Thou  art 
one  of  the  followers  of  Don  Fernando  de  Leyvia, 
and  an  associate  in  his  crime :  but  donU  think  So 
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Cicape,  I  liaTe  isdU  people  enough  to  secmre  thee.** 
**-^^  Madam  (answered  i)  do  not  confoand  me  widi 
your  enemies.  I  know  no  such  person  as  Don 
Fernando  de  Leyva,  and  am  even  ignorant  of  yonr 
name  and  quality.  I  am  an  anfortunate  nmn,  whonr 
an  aiair  of  honour  hath  obliged  to  leave  Madrid  $ 
and  I  swear  by  all  that  is  sacred,  I  would  not  have 
entered  your  house,  had  it  not  been  for  the  storm 
that  surprised  me!  Judge,  dierefore,  more  favour* 
ably  of  me,  and,  histead  of  believing  me  an  accom* 
plice  in  the  outrage  you  have  sufered,  tfiink  «t 
rather  disposed  to  revenge  it"  These  last  words, 
and  the  tone  with  which  they  were  pronounced, 
appeased  tlie  lady,  who  seemed  to  look  upon  me 
no  longer  as  her  enemy:  but,  if  her  indignatioB 
vanished,  it  was  only  to  make  room  for  her  grief. 
She  wept  bitterly ;  I  was  melted  by  her  tears,  and 
no  less  afflicted  than  she,  although  I  did  not  know 
llie  cause  of  her.  sorrow.  I  not  only  wept  with 
Mr,  b«t,  impatient  to  revenge  her  wrongs,  was 
seised  with  a  transport  of  fury.  "  Madam  (cried  I) 
what  injury  have  yon  received.^  Speak !  I  espouse 
your  resentment  Shall  1  pursue  Don  Fernando,' 
and  slab  him  to  the  heart  f    Name  all  those  whom 

«u  would  have  sacrificed.  Command  my  services, 
faatever  dangers,  whatever  misfortunes  may  be 
attached  to  yonr  vengeance,  that  stranger,  whom 
you  thought  confederate  with  yonr  enemies,  wiU 
tempt  them  all  for  your  sake.'' 

This  transport  surprised  the  lady,  and  stopped 
tlw  course  of  her  tears.  "  Ah,  Sir !  (said  she)  par* 
don  my  8uq;>icioo,  on  account  of  the  cruel  situa* 
tion  in  which  I  am.  These  generous  sentiments 
have  undeceived  Seraphina,  and  even  freed  me 
from  die  shame  of  seeing  a  stranger  witness  to  the 
afipont  put  upon  my  family. — ^Yes,  gener9U8  nn* 
known !  I  acknowledge  my  error.  And  am  far  from 
sejecting  your  assistance  ;  but  I  ask  not  the  death 
of  Don  Fernando."--**'  Well,  Madam  (I  replied)  • 
wImi  services  can  yon  expect  of  me  ?"— **  Sfar  (an* 
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gwend  Seraphina)  the  caaie  of  my  coaiplatttt  li 
Ibis :  Don  Feroanda  de  Leyva  is  in  love  with  my 
sister  Julia,  whom  he  saw  by  accident  at  Toledo, 
where  we  usually  live. — ^Three  monthi  ago  he  asked 
her  in  marriage  of  the  Count  de  Polan,  my  father, 
who  refused  his  consent,  on  account  of  an  old  en* 
vity  subsisting  between  our  families. — ^My  sister, 
not  yet  fifteen  years  of  age,  must*  have  been  weak 
enough  to  follow  the  advice  of  my  women,  whom 
Don  Fernando  has,  doubtless,  bribed  to  his  interest ! 
and  he,  informed  of  our  being  by  ourselves  in  this 
country-house,  has  taken  this  opportunity  of  carry- 
ing her  off. — ^I  want  therefore  to  know  what  retreat 
he  has  chosen  for  her,  that  my  father  and  brother, 
who  have  been  at  Madrid  these  two  months,  may 
take  their  measures  accordingly.  In  the  name  of 
God !  (added  she)  give  yourself  the  trouUe  of 
traversing  the  neighbourhood  of  Toledo,  and  of 
making  an  exact  enquiry  about  the  ravish^  :*— my 
family  will  be  eternally  indebted  to  you  for  the 
&vour." 

The  lady  did  not  consider  that  the  employment 
which  she  prescribed  for  me  but  ill  agreed  with  the 
circttmstances  of  a  man  who  could  not  get  out  of 
Castile  too  soon. — But  how  was  it  possible  for  her 
to  make  this  reflection,  which  did  not  even  occur 
ko  me  f  Charmed  with  the  happiness  of  finding 
myself  necessary  to  the  most  amiable  person  in 
the  world,  I  accepted  the  commission  with  a  trans- 
port of  joy,  and  promised  to  acquit  myself  with 
equal  diligence  and  zeal.  In  effect,  I  did  not  wait 
for  day,  in  order  to  go  and  accomplish  my  purpose; 
but  quitted  Seraphina  on  the  instant,  conjuring  her 
to  pardon  me  for  the  fright  I  had  occasioned,  and 
assuring  her  that  she  should  hear  news  of  me  in  a 
very  little  time. — I  went  out  as  I  had  come  in  : 
but  so  much  engrossed  by  the  lady,  that  it  was  not 
difficult  for  me  to  perceive  I  was  already  captivated 
by  her  beauty :  I  was  the  more  confirmed  in  this, 
by  the  eagerness  I  felt  in  serving  her,  and  the 
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wnorou6  chjmeras  which  my  imagination  prodvced. 
I  fancied  that  Seraphina,  although  possessed  bj 
her  sorrow,  had  observed  ray  growing  passion^  and 
beheld  it,  perhaps,  not  without  some  pleasure ;  I 
even  imagined,  that  if  I  could  bring  her  any  newt 
of  her  sister,  and  the  affair  should  turn  out  ac** 
cording  to  her  wish,  the  whole  would  redound  to 
my  honour. 

Don  Alpbonso,  interrupting  the  thread  of  his 
story  in  this  place,  said  to  the  old  hermit,  ^'  I  beg 
pardon,  father,  if,  too  full  of  my  passion,  I  enlarge 
upon  circumstances  which  are,  doubtless^  tedious 
to  you.^' — '^No,  my  son  (replied  the  anchorite) 
they  are  far  from  being  tedious :  I  am  even  pieasea 
to. know  how  far  you  are  smitten  by  this  young 
lady  of  whom  you  talk,  that  I  may  regulate  my 
advice  accordingly." ' 

My  imagination  heated  with  these  flattering 
deas  (resumed  the  young  man*)  I  searched  two 
days  for  Julia's  ravisher :  but  it  was  to  no  purpose 
for  me  to  make  all  imaginable  enquiry :  I  could 
not  discover  the  least  traces  of  him.  Very  much 
mortified  at  having  reaped  no  fruit  from  my  re« 
searches,  I  returned  to  Seraphina^  whom  I  expected 
to  find  in  the  utmost  anxiety :  but  she  was  much 
more  tranquil  than  I  imagined,  and  informed  me 
diat  she  bad  been  more  lucky  than  I;  that  she 
knew  what  was  become  of  her  sister,  having  r&* 
crived  a  letter  from  Don  Fernando  himself,  import- 
ing, that  being  privately  married  to  Julia,  he  had 
C laced  her  in  a  convent  at  Toledo.  <<  I  have  sent 
is  letter  to  my  father  (added  Seraphina.)  I  hope 
the  afiair  will  terminate  in  an  amicable  manner^ 
and  that  a  solemn  marriage  will  in  a  short  time 
extinguish  the  hatred  which  has  so  long  divided 
our  families." 

When  the  lady  had  made  me  acquainted  with 
her  sister's  fate,  she  made  an  apology  for  the  trou- 
ble she  had  given  me,  and  the  danger  to  which  she 
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might  imvt  imprudently  expoied  me,  by  engttghig 
me  to  pwrnie  a  ravither,  without  remembering  thai 
I  had  told  her  I  was  obliged  to  fly  on  account  of 
an  affair  of  honour.  She  excused  herseU^  there* 
fiwe,  m  the  most  obliging  terms,  and,  as  I  bad 
seed  of  rest,  carried  me  into  the  saloon,  where  we 
sat  down  together*  She  wore  a  loose  ffown  of 
white  taflety  with  black  stripes,  and  a  litue  hat  of 
tiw  same  stuff,  with  a  black  plume  of  feathers, 
which  made  me  guess  that  she  was  a  widow, 
though  she  appeared  so  young,  that  I  did  not 
know  what  to  think  of  her  condition* 

If  I  longed  for  an  explanation  on  this  head, 
she  was  no  less  desirous  of  knowing  who  I  was; 
and  accordingly  begged  that  I  woald  tell  her  my 
name,  not  doubting  (as  she  said)  that,  by  my  nobl^ 
air,  and  still  more,  the  generous  pity  that  made 
me  enter  so  warmly  into,  her  interests,  I  belonged 
Co  some  consideraliJe  family.  The  question  em- 
barrassed me  not  a  little;  I  blushed,  was  coo* 
founded,  and  own,  that,  being  less  ashamed  to  lis 
than  to  tell  the  truth,  I  answered,  I  was  the  son 
of  the  Baron  de  Steinbach,  an  officer  of  the  German 
goards.  ^^  Tell  me,  likewise  ^repUed  the  lady)  for 
what  reason  you  quitted  Madrid.  I  ofier  you,  be* 
feffdiand,  aU  the  credit  of  my  father,  as  well  as  of 
Bsv  brodier,  Don  Gaspard :  that  is  the  least  mark 
or  gratitude  I  can  show  to  a  gentleman  who  neg- 
lected the  oarc  of  his  own  life  to  serve  me.''  1 
made  no  difficult  of  recounting  to  her  all  the 
drcumstances  of  my  duel ;  upon  which  she  blamed 
the  gendeman  whom  I  hsid  slain,  and  promised  to 
interest  her  whole  family  in  my  fiivour. 

When  I  had  satbfied  her  curiosity,  I  begged  her 
to  gratify  mine,  and  asked  whether  her  faith  was 
free  or  plighted.  ^'  Three  years  ago  (she  replied) 
my  father  obliged  tee  to  marry  Don  Diego  de  Lara, 
and  I  have  been  a  widow  fifteen  months." — '^Map 
dam  (said  I)  what  misfortane  has  deorived  you  of 
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yoar  fansband  so  soon  ?" — ^^  I  will  leU  yoo.  Sir 
(regained  tbe  lady)  in  return  for  the  oonfidenee 
you  have  reposed  in  me. 

^DoTk  Diego  deLara  was  a  very  genteel  cavalier, 
who  entertained  the  most  violent  passion  tor  me/ 
and,  in  order  to  please  me,  put  in  practice,  every 
day,  all  that  the  most  tender  and  passionate  kyver 
could  invent,  to  make  himself  agreeable  to  the 
object  of  his  flame ;  but,  though  be  possessed  a 
thousand  g:ood  qualities,  he  could  never  tdbch  my 
heart  Love  is  not  always  the  effect  of  assiduities 
and'  distiuguished  merit  Alas  !  (added  she)  an 
utter  stranger  often  enchants  us  at  first  sight 
Well,  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  love  him  ;  more 
confoanded  than  charmed  whh  the  tokens  of  hit 
tenderness,  to  which  I  was  fwced  to  lAako  returns 
without  inclination;  though  I,  in  secret,  taxed 
mysdf  with  ingratitude.  I  likewise  found  my  own 
situation  very  unhappy.  Unluckily  for  him,  as 
well  as  me,  his  delicacy  was  still  greater  than  his 
love.  He  discovered  in  my  actions  and  discourse 
the  most  secret  emotions  of  my  breast,  and  dived 
to  the  very  bottom  of  my  soul.  He  complained 
incessantly  of  my  indimrence,  and  deemed  him- 
self  tbe  more  unhappy  in  being  unable  to  please 
me,  because  he  very  well  knew  that  there  was  no 
rival  in  his  way :  for  I  was  scarce  sixteen  years 
ohl,  and,  before  he  offered  me  his  band,  he  had 
gained  over  all  my  women,  who  assured  him  that 
no  man  had  as  yet  attracted  my  regard.  ^  Tes^ 
Seraphsna  (he  would  often  say)  I  wish  you  had 
been  prepossessed  in  fiivour  of  -another,  and  that 
s^Ione  were  the  cause  of  your  indiiference  to  me : 
my  sMsiduitieB  and  your  own  virtue  would  triumph 
over  that  prejudice ;  but  I  despair  of  making  a 
conquest  of  your  heart,  since  it  reinains  untouched 
bv  all  the  love  I  have  shown.'  Tired  with  hearing 
hun  repeat  the  same  discourse,  I  told  him,  that, 
instead  of  troubling  his  repose  and  mine  by  too 
much  delicacy,  he  would  do  well  to  leave  his 
C  Vol.  II.  4 
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igfiesmncel  to  tine*  And,  traly,  one  «f  mj  wgt 
mm^  not  jC^afMe  of  relhhing  the  re&ieBMBto  of 
loch  a  delicate  passion,  so  that  Don  Diego  ought 
.iO'haffe  taken  my  advice :  but  seeing  a  whok  year 
ebpsed,  without  his  being  farther  advanced  than 
Ane  first  day,  he  lost  his  patience,  or  rather  his 
iTMion  :  and,  preteediog  to  have  an  affiJr  of  cmh 
(Nqacnoe  at  court,  departed  to  serve  as  a  volomeer 
in  the  Low  Covalries,  where  he  soon  finind  in 
hattle  that  which  be  weni  to  seek*— I  mean  the  end 
jo{  his  torments  and  IHe." 

Aitor  the  lady  had  favoured  me  with  this  rela- 
.tion,  the  singalar  chaoracter  of  her  hnsband  became 
the  sul^eot  of  our  discourse :  in  which  we  were 
lAtenrupled  by  the  arrival  of  a  courier,  who  deli- 
vered to  fieropIuBa  a  letter  from  the  count  de 
Polan.  She  adLed  ny  permissioti  to  read  it,  and  I 
.observed,  that  while  she  perused  it,  she  grew  pale 
and  trembled.  After  having  read  it,  she  lifiied  up 
her  eyes  to  heaven,  heaved  a  profound  sigh,  and 
heriace  was  in  a  moment  covered  with  Sean.  1 
icould  aot  behold  her  grief  with  tranquillity  *  I  was 
^gneady  disturbed  4  and,  as  if  I  had  presaged  the 
•cruel  stroke  I  was  lo  suffer,  felt  myself  chiUed 
•with  a  mortal  fear.  ''  Madam  (said  I,  with  a  fid** 
.leriag  voice)  asay  I  ask  what  are  the  fatal  contents 
ot  that  letter?"^''  There,  Bir  (replied  Seraphina  in 
A  melancholy  manner,  giving  me  the  paper)  read 
yourself  what  my  father  writes.  Alas!  ypa  ue 
but  too  much  concerned." 

I  I  was  cpnfouoded  at  her  words,  and,  treOsfittBg 
while  I  took  the  letter,  read  : 
•  ^^  Tout  brother  Don  Gaspard  fought  yesterday 
k^  tlie  iPrado^^  where  he.  received  a  uMirtai  thrust^ 
0(  which  be  died  tlHS  day ;  having  declared,  in  fab 
last  moments,  that  the  person  who  killed  him  i$ 


*  Pmdo  (which  signUles  a  mesdow]  is  the  puUic  walk  at 
Madsid)  as  the  park  is  Jt  Loodcm. 
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dM  fMi  of  Barow  de  Steinbach^  an  officer  of  the 
German  guard s.-^W  hat  adds  to  the  misfortune  i<, 
that  tbe  murderer  ha&  escaped  me  by  flight :  but 
ii^heresoevev  he  conceals  himself,  I  shall  spare  no 
paiiis  to  find  him  out ;  for  which  purpose  I  wilt 
write  to  some  governors,  who  will  not  fail  to  ap^ 
prehend  him,  if  he  passes  through  the  towns  of 
their  jurisdiction ;  and  by  letters  dhrected  to  other 
^eoplC)  I  will  cause  all  the  roads  to  be  Mocked  tip« 

"  The  Count  de  Polan." 


may  easily  conceive  how  all  my  faculties 
were  disordered  by  this  billet    I  remained  for 
some  momentB  without  motion  or  power  of  speech  ; 
a»d  even  in  the  midst  of  this  depression,  perceiv-^ 
ing  what  a  fatal  obstruction  the  d^ath  of  Don 
Gaspard  would  be  to  my  love,  was  seized  with  the 
0H>st  violent  despair !     I  threw  myself  at  die  feet 
of  S^aphina^  and  presenting  my  naked  sword, 
*^  Madam  (ssdd  I)  spare  the  Count  de  Polan  the 
IVGuble  of  finding  out  a  man,  who  might  concea 
himself  &&m  his  resentment.     Revenge  your  bro- 
fcer^  by  sacrificing  his  murderer  with  your  own 
lMnd.«^Strike,  Madam,  and  let  the  same  sword 
tbat  deprived  him  of  life  become  fatal  to  his  uur 
fettunate  adversary."—"  Sir  (replied  Seraphhia, 
wtkcttA  with  my  behaviour)  I  loved  Don  Gaspard; 
tfaeveforey  although  you  killed  him  honourably,  and 
he  brought  his  misfortune  upon  himself,  you  may 
be  assured  I  enter  into  the  resentment  of  my  fa- 
dier.    Yes,  Don  Alphonso,  I  am  your  enemy,  and, 
witt  Qiet  against  you  every  thing  that  the  ties  of 
blood'  and  friendship  can  require :  but  I  will  not 
take  the  advantage  of  your  bad  fortune,  which  has 
pnS  yon  in  my  power. — ^The  same  honour  that 
arms  me  against  you,  hinders  me  ftom  taking  a 
base  revenge.    The  rights  of  hospitality  oughi  to 
be  inviolable,  and  therefore  I  will  not  repay  the 
service  you  have  done  me  with  the  conduct  of  an 
assassin. — Fly,  then  ;  elude,  if  you  can,  our  pur- 
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glut  and  the  rigour  of  the  laws,  and  save  your  lili 
(rom  the  danger  that  threataas  it" 

'^  How,  Madam !  (I  replied)  when  you  can  re* 
venge  yourself,  do  you  leave  it  to  the  Uws,  wfaiek 
may  perhaps  balk  your  resentment  f  Ah!  rather 
pierce  the  heart  of  a  miserable  wretch,  who  does 
not  deserve  your  forbearance !  No,  Madam,  do 
not  honour  me  with  such  a  noble  and  generoos 
proceeding.— -Ton  know  not  who  I  am  :  though  1 

Eass  in  Madrid  for  the  son  of  the  Baron  de  Stein- 
ach,  I  am  no  other  than  an  unfortunate  foundling, 
whom  he  has  brought  up,  out  of  pure  compassion ' 
I  do  not  even  know  the  authors  of  my  being."—- 
**  No  matter  (said  Seraphina,  interrupting  me  with 
precipitation,  as  if  my  last  words  had  given  her 
new  pain)  were  you  the  lowest  of  mankind,  I  will 
do  what  honour  prescribes." — ''Well,  Madam  (said 
I)  since  the  death  of  a  brother  cannot  provoke  yon 
to  shed  my  blood,  I  will  incense  you  by  a  new 
crirne^  the  audacity  of  which,  I  hope,  you  will  not 
excuse — I  adore  you — I  could  not  behold  your 
charms  without  being  dazzled  with  them ;  and,  in 
spite  of  the  obscurity  of  my  fate,  had  entertained 
the  hope  of  making  you  mine  ibr  ever.  I  was  so 
much  in  love,  or  rather  so  vain,  as  to  flatter  myseil' 
that  heaven  (which  perhaps  favours  me  by  keeping 
my  origin  concealed)  would  disclose  it  to  me  one 
day,  when  I  should  be  able  to  tell  yon  my  name 
without  a  blush. — ^After  this  confession,  whaeh  in- 
jures you  so  much,  do  you  still  hesitate  in  pnnbh- 
ing  me  f " — ''  This  rash  declaration  (replied  the 
\^ay\  woultl,  doubtless,  offend  me  at  another  time^ 
but  1  pardoa  it,  in  consideration  of  your  present 
agitation :  besides,  my  own  anidety  will  not  permit 
me  to  attend  to  such  discourse.  Once  more,  Don 
Alphoaso  (added  she,  shedding  some  tears)  leave 
this  place^  fly  from  a  house  you  have  filled  with 
sorrow  ;  for  every  moment  you  stay  increases  my 
affliction." — *'  Madam,  I  will  no  longer  resist  (said 
I,  rising)  I  mu&l  banish  myself  from  you;  but  ttiink 
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not  that,  studious  of  preserving  a  life  which  it 
odious  to  you,  I  will  go  and  seek  an  asylum  where 
I  can  be  secure. — No,  no !  I  devote  nij^elf  to  your 
resentment. — I  will  go  to  Toledo,  wait  with  impa- 
tience for  the  fate  you  decree,  and,  exposing  my* 
self  to  your  pursuit,  advance  willingly  towards  the 
end  of  my  misfortunes." 

So  saying,  I  withdrew :  my  horse  was  brought 
out  for  me,  and  I  repaired  to  Toledo,*  where  I 
staid  a  whole  week;  and,  truly,  was  at  so  litde 
pains  to  conceal  myself,  that  I  don't  know  bow  1 
escaped  being  taken ;  for  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
Count  de  Polan,  whose  chief  care  was  to  shut  up 
all  the  passages  against  me,  would  ima^ne  that  I 
could  not  pass  through  Toledo. — ^In  fine,  I  vester^ 
day  left  ^at  city,  where  I  seemed  to  be  tired  of 
liberty;  and  without' keeping  any  cehain  road,  am 
come  to  this  hermitage,  like  a*  man  who  has  no- 
thing to  fear. — ^Ton  see,  father^  what  engrosses  my 
thoughts,  and  I  cravothe  assistance  of  your  advice. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


Alphonso  having  ended  the  melancholy  nar- 
ration of  his  misfortunes,  the  old  hermit  said  to 
him,  "  Son,  you  have  been  very  imprudent  in  stay- 
ing so  long  at  Toledo.    I  look  upon  all  you  have 

* 

*  Toledo,  situated  on  the  Tagife,  is  the  capital  of  New 
Castile,  the  seat  of  an  archbishop,  primate  of  all  Spain :  it 
was  formerly  famous  for  a  circus,  capable  of  containioc 
150,000  people.  There  is  a  great  manufacture  of  silkand 
woolen  stum  in  this  city ;  in  which,  too,  are  made  the  best 
blades  in  the  world ;  whence  a  good  sword  is  frequently 
called  a  Toledo. 
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ncdvnted  Ut  a  light  very  different  from  tb»t  in 
which  you  see  it,  and  your  passion  for  Serapbina 
is,  in  my  opinion,  pure^madness.  Believe  me,  voq 
must  forget  that  young  lady,  who  cannot  possibly 
be  yours. — ^Yidd,  therefore,  with  s^  good  grace  to 
tbe  obstacles  that  separate  you  from  her,  and  CaU 
low  your  destiny,  which,  in  all  likelihood,  will  be 
productive  of  mauy  other  adventnres.-^Ton  will, 
liuesiioiilesji,  find  some  other  young  lady,  who  will 
make  the  same  impression  upon  your  heart,  and 
wboKS  brother  you  have  not  slain.'' 

lie  W9$  going  to  add  a  great  many  other  things^ 
in  onfer  (p  exhort  Don  ^Af  pbonso  to  have  patience^ 
trben  we  saw  another  hemnt,  loaded  with  a  waVet, 
wolLstuffi^d,  enter,  the  Jiermitage.  He  was  com 
fiiom  the  lown  q(  Cuenca,  where  he  bad  made  p 
very  succ^s^sM  gathering ;  seeAsed  younger  than  hi 
QompaoioD,  au4  ^^^  at  red  bushy  beard«  **  Wei 
f  ome»  hroiher  Jtuitqaio  (said  tbe  old  anohopite  to 
Urn)  what  news  firo^  town.?"/—"  ^ad  enough  (am 
swered  the  ir^-haired  brother,  putting  a  letter  in 
his  hand)  that  billel  will  inform  yd'u'."  The  senior, 
having  opened  and, read  it  with  a  suitable  atten- 
tion, cried,  "God  be  praised  1  since  the  plot  is  dis- 
covered, we  must  regulate  our  conduct  accordingly. 
Let  us  change  our  stUa  (added  he.)  Signor  Don 
Alphonso,  you  se^'a  toanexposba  like  yourself  to 
the  caprice  of 'Cortune.  I  am  informed  from  Cu- 
enca,  which  is  a  town  about  a  league  from  this, 
l|vM  s^tm^bpdy  has  dope  me  an  iU  office  with  jus- 
tif^eaim  the  agents  of  which  are  to  set  out  l<>mor^ 
tfw  f<P^  this  hermitage,  in  order  to  secure  my  perr 
9on ;  but  they  shan't  find  the  hare  in  the  pn^-^ 
This  is  not  the  first  time  that  I  have  been  in  siich 
dilemm^r — ^Thank  Qod^  I  have  almost  always  ex- 
tricated i^ysclf  in  another  shape ;  for  such  as  you 
see  me,  I  am  neither  an' old  man  nor  an  hermit." 

So  saying,  he  stripped  himself  of  a  long  robe 
i^hich  he  wore,  and  appeared  in  a  doublet  of  bhtck 
serge  with  slashed  sleeves. — ^Then  he  pulled  off  his 
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dp,  untied  K  string  Am  snpported  hn  tiite  bewd, 
am,  bU  of  a  sodden,  assDEoeii  the  figure  of  «  man 
between  twenty  and  thirty  years  of  age.  BrotHer 
Antony,  by  his  «tainple,  quitted  his  hermit's  hahh, 
rill  himielf  of  his  red  beard  in  the  same  iBtttttter  M 
ht>  ewnpanon  had  done,  and  took  out  of  an  oM 
worn  icaten  coffer  a  ^labby  ihOTt  cassock,  wiAr' 
wy«h  beVknhed  himselC — Bat  yon  may  gness  my 
uupme,  when,  in  the  wrson  of  the  old  mchorite, 
'  weolWlPd  Sijjriior  yce  Raphael  ;  a[«l  jj^liaL^*^^^ 

^v  iilpjltidear  »nd  fiJliafl  ud^L  ^^^^ 
Ambrose  dc  iJamcIa  !-4'jG(A>d  Owlll^nSSmZaffZ^^ 
awdiatelv]  [   dad  iTi>%|i  nqpnaM 

imlling)  you  have  liming  t^o  of^-ou^l^^uli 


U«S    \i 

Incky  adveuttires**^ 

wiA  ft  better  relish   i  _ 

an  hardened  a^lnst  inam^nt 

caatomed  to  the  vicissi!a3fef  of  fortune."      . 

**  Signor  Cavalier  (lAlded  the  O^UItermif,  smeak- 
ngto  Don  Alpbonso)  ^ntf^ytti^^me  proposaJ 
to  jou,  which,  coiisideringjvjpr  y rjEft^*  situation, 
I  tkink  you  ought  notjc^d^JAjAr.^not  to  mentioB 
tfavaffair  (hat  oblige^TuBlKiran'^l  yourself,  yov 
Bmn  cprtainiy  be  iu  wanrodmX-J'."— "  Yes,  truly, 
(nMDon  Ali)hoi)so)^iiflinnt,  1  own,  increases  my 
"     "  Well  then,  (rcpltsd  Raphael)  don't 
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ItKn  m ;  you  cannot  do  belter  tbui  to  join  yow 
forliuie  to  ours ;  you  >ImU  want  nothing :  and  we 
will  baffle  all  tbe  search  of  your  enemies.  We 
know  aloHMt  every  inch  of  Spain,  having  travelled 
over  it;  and  are  acquainted  with  the  woods,  moua- 
taias,  and  every  place  proper  lor  an  asylum  agsunst  • 
tbe  brutality  of  jostice."  Don  Alpb<»i«>  thanked 
tiKm  for  th«r  good  will,  and  being  actqrily  with 
My  or  rewuTce,  retllved  to  bear  them  com- 
-  10  tin-  =uni5Ji'l.jn[ilnrilioii.  ' 

■tlier,  we  hegaa  to 


^'a^Kpi^i?^  juslicfi  Uie  two 
■  iind  reii  beards, 

I  old  straw-bol- 
rjljairs,  iuid  lilt?  iulS^f  St.  Pacotno. 

I  iN^aii  lo  feel  oursdves 

very  Inu^li  ta[^5P"^'VTf'  '"  ''".V"'*''^'*'''  "'*'?*" 

ived  ihcjfi^  ^VxTr-wl-  were  buiind.     Tb« 

s  tir«d. 

"cordiugly  hxak  coo- 


sight  of  a  pcitl 
with  a  long  to^jfj 
rage,  and  al  V, 
before 


«f  tbe  wood,  ve  stopped  ai  a  very  agreeable  qwt 
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upon  a  small  glade,  surrounded  with  a  good  many 
tul  oaks,  the  branches  of  which,  meeting,  forn^ 
an  umbrageous  arch,  impervious  to  the  heat  vf  the 
day.  Here  we  onbridled  th^  horse  to  let  him  feed 
(after  we  had  unloaded  him,)  and  sittiiig  down  ton 

Sther,  took  out  of  brother  Antony's  wallet  som€( 
rge  pieces  of  bread,  with  a  good  many  slices  of 
roasted  nft^L  and  began  to  attack  them  as  if  for  a 
wager.  Nevb^beless,  in  spite  of  our  appetites,  we 
often  left  -off  eating  to  embrace  tb^  .bpttle,  whidi' "" 
ucessantly  circulated,  passing  from  the  clasp  olSri^ 
c- le  into  the  embraces  of  another.  .'*    *     •  ^^*^ 

Towards  the  end  T>f  tlhe.cepasi,  IVdn  Baphael 
said  to  Don  Alphonso,  *^  Signor  Cavalieiy after  the, 
confidence  you  have  honoured  me  with,  it  is  but 
«ust  that  I  recount  to  you  the  history-  of  mjb  life, 
with  the  same  sincerity." — *'  It  wiff 'giire'me«^eat^ 
pleasure''  f replied' the  young  man.)     *'  And  me  in 
particular  (said  I ;)  for  I  have  an  extreqie  cnriositv 
to  hear  your  adventures,  which  are  doobdess  well 
worth  our  attention/'—"  That  I'll  answer  for,  (re- 
plied Raphael)  Bui  f  intend  40  cdmmit  them  to 
writi^g^lme  daJU^That  shall  be  the  amusement  of 
my  old  agiej^  for  I.  am  still  young,  and  would  h^ve     ^ 
^  the  volume  enlarged :  but.  at  present  we  are  fa- ' 
^    iigned :  iiUjSk  refresh  ourselves  with  a  few  hours 
of  sleeps  *  Wbife  we  three  enjoy  our  rest,  Ambrose 
will  watch  ^gainst  HI  Wrprise)  and  then  f  leep  in 
his  turn.  •  4hou^  I  believe  we  are  very^safjp  in  •; 
this  place,  it  is  always  good  to  be  upon.qur  gu«rd.'' 
So  saying,  he  stretch^  himself  upon  4e  gras«, 
Don  Alphonso  did  thc^  same,  I  fbllpwed  th^  ex- 
ample, and  Lamela  stood  sentry.    '       .     .       * 

Don  Alphonso,  insteaci  of  taking  some  repose, 
kept  himself  awake  with  reflecting  upon  his  mis- 
fortune; and  I  could  not^  close  an  .eye.  As  for 
Don  Raphael,-  he  soon  felLasleep ;  but  awaking  an 
hoar  after,  and  seeing  us  disposed  to  listen,  he 
said  to  Lamela,  "  Friend  Ambrose,  thou  mayest 
take  now  a  comfortable  nap."  "  No,  no,  (replied 
C  f  Vol.  II. 
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Lamela)  I  have  no  inclination  to  sleep;  and  Aoagh* 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  all  the  passages  of  yoor 
life,  they  are  so  instructive  for  people  of  onr  pro- 
fession, that  I  shall  be  very  well  entertained  in 
hearing  them  recounted  once  more.''  Don  Raphael 
Immediately  began  the  history  of  his  life  in  diese 
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CHAPTER  L 

£  AM  the  son  of  an  actress  at  Madrid,  whose  name 
was  Lucinda,  famous  for  her  theatrical  talents,  and 
still  more  for  her  gallantry.  As  for  my  fatber,  I 
cannot,  without  presumption,  assume  any  one  in 
particular.  Tis  true,  1  might  tell  .what  man  of 
quality  was  in  love  with  my  mother  when  I  came 
into  the  world,  but  that  epochs  would  by  no  means 
be  a  convincing  proof  of  his  being  the  author  of 
my  birth*  A  woman  of  my  mother's  profession  is 
so  little  to  be  trusted,  that  even  while  she  appears 
the  most  attached  to  one  nobkman,  she  almost 
always  substitutes  in  his  place  some  other  person 
for  Ins  money. 

There  is  nothing  like  putting  due's  self  above 
scandal :  Lucinda,  instead  of  bringing  me  up  tp 
obscurity  at  her  own  boose,  took  me  by  the  hand. 
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Without  ceremony,  and  carried  ine  to  the  Aealvr 
in  a  very  hononrable  fnanner,  without  {^ving  her- 
self, any  trouble  about  the  dbcoune  that  passed  at 
her  expence,  or  the  malicious  sneers  that  the  sight 
of  me  never  failed  to  create.  In  a  word,  I  was  her 
daring,  and  cares^d  by  atl  the.  men  that  visits 
her  so  mttcfa;  that'  it*  koked  as  if  iietar^  ^eaded 
with  them  in  my  behalf. 

I  was  allowed  to  pass  the  first  twelve  years  of 
my  life  in  all  sorts  oTirivolous  amusements :  scarce 
was  I  taught  to  rea4  au4  writ^  ;  and  still  less  pains 
were  taken  to  initiate  me  in  the  principles  of  my 
religion;  I  learned  only  to  dance,  sing,  and  play 
Upon  the  guitar. — ^This  was  all  I  could  do,  when 
the  Marquis  de  tjegaom  asked  me  as  a  companion 
to  his  only  son,  who  was  pretty  much  of  my  age. 
Lucinda  willingly  complied  with  his  request,  aad 
it  was  then  I  began  to  think  seriously.  Young 
Leganes  was  not  farther  advanced  dnn  I;  that 
little  nobleman  did  not  seem  qualified  by  nalare 
for  the  Bcienees.  He  hardly  knew  one  letter  o( 
the  alphabet,  although  he  had  been  under  the  in- 
stmcQon  of  a  preceptor  fifteen  months.  His  other 
masters  succeeded  no  better:  he  exbaittstsd  thdr 
patience.  '  They  were  not,  indeed,  penffkted  to 
use  rigour )  but  expressly  ordered  to  instiiiet  wit^ 
out  tormenting  him!;  and  that  order,  joined  to-  hia 
'natural  dnlnesS)  Tendered  all  thetf  iessone  of  Bute 
or  no  effect. 

But  the  preceptor  invented  an  excellent  espeiA- 
«li«*<o^  itttnnidatv'  (he  young  iio*Menian,<  without 
tsoQtraidktkDg  Im  faaher's-  oi^er.  He  tesblvod  io 
ilog'me,  whtenkis  p«!(>il  deserved  pomii^haient;  and 
be  did  not  fail  to  put  his  resolution  in  practice 
Not  relishing  this  expedient,  I  ran  away,  and  com 
plained  to  my  mother  of  such  Unjust  treatment , 
but,  in  spite  of  all  her  tenderness  for  me,  she  had 
strength  enough  to  resist  my  tears,  and  considering 
that  it  was  a  great  advantage  for  her  son  to  Kve 
with  the  Marquis  de  Leganez,  sent  me  back  immt- 
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Krity,  tfaou^  it  wa«  my  first  essay ;  and  having 

JkmI  address  to  baffle  the  search  that  was  made 

ibr  me  dnnog  two  days,  left  Madrid  and  repaired 

to  Toledo,  witboat  being  pursued. 

1  was  then  just  going  into  my  fifteenth  year. 
What  a  pleanre  it  was  to  be  independent  at  that 
age,  and  enlirriy  master  of  my  own  actions  1 1  soon 
contracted  acqauntance  with  yomig  people,  who 
polished  me  tip,  and  assisted  me  to  spend  my 
ducats:  I  associated  with  knights  of  tbe  post,  who 
<.vltivated  my  happy  disposition  so  weU,  tbal,  in  a 
tittle  time,  I  became  one  t^.  tbe  moet  dextroas  « 
die  order.  At  Uie  end  of  five  years,  bong  sciacd 
with  an  iocHnatioB  to  -trarel,  I  quitted  my  co»- 
fedentca,  and  beginning  my  per^rinations  by 
Estranadnra,  went  as  far  as  Alcantara :  bat  beAm 
1  reached  that  place,  finding  an  opportmiity  Ok 
exerting  my  talents,'  I  did  not  let  it  escape,  ming 
a-foot,  and  moreover  loaded  with  a  pretty  heavy 
Jinapsnck,    I  fi^quendy  baited  to  repose  myscU 
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gentlemen  padded  I)  I  shall  have  the  bonow  o. 
accOTnpanyin^  yon  as  far  as  the  ci^  of  Almeria, 
where  I  am  going  to  take  possession  of  the  estate 
of  an  uncle,  who  has  been  settled  in  that  place 
twenty  years,  or  thCTeabouti." 
'  The  young  citisetis  assured  me,  tfaey  wouM  be 
ghd  of  my  company.  Whereupon  trnving  rested 
ounelves  a  litde,  we  set  forwards  alf  together 
towards  Alcantara,  where  we  arrived  a  good  while 
fcefbre  night,  and  went  to  lodge  at  a  good  inn. 
We  asked  for  a  room,  and  were  shown  into  o■«^ 
wbere^ere  was  a  press  with  a  key  in  it  Having 
becpoke  supper,  I  proposed  ta  my  comrades,  tfasit 
we  should  go  and  See  the  town,  while' it  wa&  getting 
ready.  Tfaeyacceptedtheproposal;  nielockedupocir 
Jmapsacks  ia  the  press,  the  key  of  frtiich  one-oftfae 
citiiens  put  io  his  pocket,  and  going  out  of  the  ink 
went  to  view  the  churches.  While  we  were  in  the 
cathedral  I  pretended,  all  of  a  sudden,  to  have  an 
affair  of  consequence  in  hand,  and  said  to  my  com^ 
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panions,  '*  Geutlem^,  I  ha^  just'i'ecoITected  that, 
a  person  of  Toledo  desired  me^to  deliver  a 'short 
message  to  a  merehailt,  who  lives  near  thi<  church. 
Pray,  wait  fo»  me  here,  and  I'll  be  bacle  in  an 
instant."  So  saying,  J  left  them,  ran  to  the  inn, 
flew  to  the  chest,  forced  the  lock,  and  rummaging 
»he  knapsacks  of  my  young  cits,. found  their  j)istoles,^ 
Poor  children  !  I  dicl-not*  lefaven^em  so  much  a^ 
one  to  pay  for  their  night\ lodging.*  i  carried  aH 
off,  quitted  the  town  as  faJt  as  'possible,  and  toOl^ 
the  road  to  Merida,  without  ^ving  myself  any 
further  concern  about  them.   ^ 

That  adventure  put  fje  in  ^  copdttiott  to  trave) 
agreeably:  though  I  was 'young,*^!  found  myself , 
capable  of  conducting  myself  5^'ith  prudence  ;  and 
I  may  say,  I  was  pretty  old,' considering  my  years. 
Having  resolved  to  buy  a  m'qle,  \  .put  my  resolu-  . 
tion  in  ]practice  at  the  next  village..  I  even  con-< 
verted  my  knapsack  into  a  portmanteau,  and  began 
to  assume  a  little  more  of  the  man  of  consequence. 
On  the  third  day  I  met  a  man  singing  vespers,  as 
loud  as  he  could  roar,  on  the  highway.  Judging^ 
by  his  appearauce,  that  he  was  a  chanter,  I  accosted 
him  with  courage.  *'  Signor  bachelor,  you  sinff 
purely ;  your  heart  goes  with  your  profession,  I 
see."—"  Sir,  (answered  he)  I  am  a  chanter,  at  your 
service,  and  amuse  myself  with  clearing  my  pipes, 
fcs  you  hear." 

in  this  manner  we  entered  into  conversation,  and 
I  perceived  that  I  had  ^t  in  company  with  a  most 
witty  and  agreeable  fellow,  about  four  or  five  and 
twenty  vears  old.  As  he  travelled  on  foot,  I  made 
my  mule  walk  slowly,  that  I  might  have  the  plea- 
stve  of  conversing  with  him ;  and,  among  other 
things,  the  discourse  turned  on  Toledo.  **  I  know 
that  city  perfectly  well  (said  the  chanter)  haidng 
lived  a  good  while  in  it,  and  I  believe  have  some 
friends  there." — "  In  what  place  (answered  I,  in- 
terrupting him)  did  you  live  at  Toledo  ?"  He  re- 
plied, "in  the  New   Street    I  lived   with  Don 

Vol.  U.  & 
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Vincent  de  Baeoa  Garra,  D«n  Matthias  de  CordeT, 
and  two  or  three'  mor^  gentlemen  of  honour :  we 
lodged,  eat,  and  passed  pur 'time  agreeably  to- 
gether.'*   These  words  surprised  n^e ;  for  it  must 
be  observed,  that  those  gentlemen,  whose  names 
he  mentioned,  were  the  very  sharpers  with  whom  I 
had  kept  company  at  Toledo.     ''  Signor  Chanter 
(cried  l)  those  ^entlemtn,  whom  you  have  Qamed^ 
are  of  my  acquaintance,  and  I  lived  with  them  in 
the  New  Street"—"  I  understand  you  (he  replied, 
smiling)  that  is  to  say,  you  are  entered  into  the 
company,  since  I  left  it  three  years  ago." — "  I  have 
(said' I)  quitted  these  gentlemen,  because  I  was 
seized  with  an  *inf:linatioii  to  travel.     I  intend  to 
make  the  tour  of  Spain ;  knowing  that  I   shall 
improve   by  experience." — "  Without  doubt  (he 
replied)  one  must  travel  before  one  can  have  a 
finished  education:  it  was  for  this  reason  that  I 
left  Toledo,  w^re  I  lived  very  agreeably.    I  thank 
heaven  (added  he)  for  having  met,  when  I  least 
expected  it,  a  knight  of  my  own  order.    Let  us 
join,  travel  together,  make  attempts  on  our  neigh- 
bour's purse,  and  lay  hold  of  every  opcasion  that 
presents  itself  of  exerting  our  skill." 

He  made  this  proposal  so  frankly,  and  with  such 
a  good  grace,  that  I  accepted  it.  He  won  my  con- 
fidence all  of  a  sudden,  in  bestowing  his  upon  me, 
and  we.  unbosomed  ourselves  to  one  another.  I 
recounted  my  history  to  him,  and  he  made  no 
mystery  of  his  adventures  to  me  ;i  letting  me  know, 
that  he  was  just  come  from  Portalegro,  whence  an 
unsuccessful  trick  had  obliged  him  to  escape  with 
precipitation  in  the  dress  he  now  wore.  After  he 
had  communicated  to  me  his  whole  affairs,  we 
resolved  to  go  to  Merida  together,  in  order  to  try 
our  fortune,  by  striking  some  lucky  stroke,  it 
possible,  and  then  immediately  decamping  to  rer 
move  elsewhere.  From  that  moment  our  stock 
became  common  betwixt  us  :  indeed.  Morales  (so 
my  companion  was  called)   was  not  in  a  very 
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situation.  His  whole  fortune  eonsiited  of 
five  or  six  ducats,  with  some  haggage  that  he 
carried  in  a-  wallet :  hut,  if  I  was  richer  than  be 
in  ready  money,  he,  on  the  other  hand,  was  more  # 
consummate  than  I  in  the  art  of  deceiving  man- 
Kind. 

We  mounted  my  mule  hy  turns,  and,  in  this 
manner,  arriving  at  Merida,  halted  at  an  inn  in  the 
suburbs,  where  my  comrade  took  out  of  his  walkc 
a  dress,  in  which  be  was  no  sooner  cfothed  than  he 
went  to  take  a  turn  through  the  town,  reconnoitn^ 
the  ground,  and  look  for  an  opportunity  of  going 
to  work.  We  considered  every  object  that  pre^ 
sented  itself  with  great  attention,  and,  as'  Homer 
would  have  said,  resembled  two  kites,  that  cast 
their  eyes  abroad  to  look  for  birds  on  which  to 
prey.  In  short,  we  waited  in  hopes  that  chance 
wodd  afford  an  occasion  on  which  we  might  em- 
ploy  our  industry,  when  we  perceived  in  the  street 
an  old  grey-haired  gendeman  fighting  against  three 
men,  who  pushed  hard  at  him.  I  was  shocked  at 
the  inequality  of  the  combat,  and,  as  I  am  naturally 
a  tilter,  flew  to  the  assistance  of  the  old  man: 
Moralez  following  my  example,  we  attacked  the 
gentleman's  three  enemies,  and  obliged  them  to 
seek  their  safety  in  flight 

The  senior  was  jnighty  thankful.  "  We  are  very 
glad  (said  I  to  him^  that  we  happened  to  be  here 
so  seasonably,  to  give  you  assistance :  but  let  us 
know,  at  least,  who  we  have  had  the  good  fortune 
to  serve;  and  pray  tell  us  for  what  reason  those 
three  men  would  have  assassinated  you.'* — "  Gen- 
tlemen (he  replied)  I  am  too  much  obliged  to 
refuse  the  satisfaction  you  desire.  My  name  is 
Jerome  de  Moyadas,  and  I  live  on  my  fortune  in 
fkis  city :  one  of  those  assassins,  from  whom  yoo 
have  delivered  me,  made  love  to  my  danghter, 
asked  her  of  me  in  marriage  some  days  ago,  and, 
as  he  could  not  obtain  my  consent,  attacked  me 
sword  m  hand,  in  order  to  be  revenged." — ^  And 
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ttiay  one  ask  (I  repliec})  yoor  reason  for  fcAirio^ 
jour  cdnsent  to  that  gentleman  ?" — "  I  will  tell  yon 
(said  be :)  I  had  a  brother,  a  merchant  in  this  city, 
^  whose  name  was  Aognstin;  twb  months  ago  be 
was  at  Calatrava,  and  lodged  at  the  house  of  Juan 
Velez  de  Menbriila,  his  correspondent,  with  whom 
he  was  so  intimate,  that,  in  order  to  strengthen 
tlieir  friendship  still  .more,'iie  promised  my  only 
danghter  Floreiftina.in  marriage \to  his  son,  not 
doubting  that  he  had  credit  enough  with  me  to 
perform  his  promise.    Accordingly,  my  brother, 
npon  hb  return  to  Merida,  no  sooner  mentioned 
the  affair,  than  I,  out  of  love  to  him,  consented  to 
tlie  marriage*    He  then  sent  Florentina's  picture . 
to  Calatrava ;  but,  alas !  had  not  the  satisfaction  of 
fini^ing  the  wor^,  for  he  died  three  weeks  ago, 
conjuring  me,  on  his  death-bed,  to  dispose  of  my 
daughter  to  none  but .  his   correspondent's  soo» 
This  I  promised,   and  on  this  account  refusri 
Florentina  to  the  gentleman  who  assaulted  me^ 
although  he  is  a  very  advantageous  ma^h*    I  am 
a^lave  to  my  worB,  and  every  momenj^e^fpect  tbo 
son  of  Juan  Veles  de  MenbriUa,  on  wliom  I  wiU 
bestow  my  daughter  in  marriage,  though  I  never 
saw  either  him  or  his  father.    I  beg  pardon  (cdih 
tinued  Jerome  de  Moyadas)   for  troubling  yo« 
with  this  oration :  but  you  yourself  exacted  it  of 


me." 


I  listened  to  him  with  great  attention,  and  re- 
solved upon  a  trick  that  struck  me  in  the  head  of 
a  sudden,  affected  great  astonishment,  lifted  u]> 
my  eyes  to  heaven,  and  turning  towards  the  old 
roan,  said,  in  a  patheti^  tone,  ^^Ah,  Signof 
If  ojradas !  is  it  possible,  that,  an  my  first  arrival  at 
Merida,  I  should  be  so  happy  as  to  save  the  life  of 
my  father*in-law !"  JThe  old  citizen  was  strangely 
surprised  at  these  words,  as  well  as  Moralea,  who 
showed  by  bis  countenance  what  a  great  rogue  he 
look  me  to  be.  ^^  What  do  I  bear?  (replied  the 
senior.)    How !  are  you  the  sou  of  my  brotfacf 'ft 
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eonrMpondent ?" — "Ye*!,  a|[noAferotne  de  Mo^a- 
4h  (answered  I,  with  ai^udac'ious  counteaaace, 
while  I  threw  my  anna  aboulfkii  neck)  I  am  that  hap 

.■#*lr,.l,!vr!.i]-ciii;iwisde3- 
my  joy  al  enlenng 
"■  4i»'"  ^'""^  bosom 

I  to  >^il%&«f*'' W'n4p~. 
So  sayii*.  J  :i^airf  em'fractil.' 


■  tear^.     MoralM, 
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might  reap  from  a  tridLof  ili'n  finl  did  not  fail  to 

iecond  tlie  iaipa4turelf^iA>*^3»ng  for  niy  vaJet, 
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ia4  raanirested  for 
lu, ."  SgBor  Jerome  ' 
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an  boncBt  man !  ^tht 
.  _ .    ''a*^sinteteste4  ia»r-  ' 
iuiorrrij^XJthfr*,"?  (qi^of  hii 
icl«UTi"       ^^     •  '••,    '»\  ■•••■■• 
^.J»  «iil«Mrtii«;e  and  credulous mtm^  ••    f 
.(S*^^^«iAi<ii::  itie  cheat,  was  )rim»e}f  '    *' 
Wj^  *Prtj<l  why  (said  hej  did  ;on 
^^#ii>jl>-  home?    Tou  gnonld  not 
udge  ut  All  Niy;  considenng the  terms 
oa  which  we  are,  no  ceren^ny  oogbt  to  have  been 
observed." — "  Sir,  (answe^d  Morale*,  taking  npon 
him  to  speak  for  me)  ibv  master  is,  I  grant  you,  %. 
little  ceremonious :  a«iS>ik  thy  he  is  excusabte  in 
tome  shape,  in  being  upH'ill&Kto  appear  before 
;pu  itV  hiMtresent.situatitfnJSw*  f«  havf.^ieeA 

y.WT  jjfcmey  hitttJtjwM  ^P*t  aD^v*        V 
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woyaoai.    iSis  misfortane  did  n^  perjpi^me  to 

come  to  ybvi  faonse :  I  durst  not  present  Inytelf  in 

this  garb  beftre  the  eye*  of  a  mistress  wbo  hu 
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not'M  yet  teen  nfc ;  ^Al,  for  tbat  reason,  I  waited 
the  relnrn  «f  a  valet,  bom  I  have  seat  to  Cala- 
traTa."-^"  This  ac^^t  (replied  the  old  man) 

ougbl  not  to  ha\i-  Tjip^n.iJ, 
stay  at  my  hi 
dfately  take  u 
,;*o  saying,' 

^^  wik£A*y*brfggap^llepic(ureof! 

upon  tJie  citixc||^l$orvt.'d 

migLt  console  ■ny^U'  lor  [hat  loss 

as  the  original  wfc  hetter  than  the 

as  sooD  as  wj  cSme 

daughter,  who  wHs  it( 

and  might  ha^c<  b^ffejojfriied 

young  lady  ;  saylii^  tfSfe,' 

which  my  late  ^if^^i 

Signor!  (criprl  1,  4'ilh  a  p; 
J-  occasi^n,'!!^  tfjj  mffhat  tl 

lloa  !•  these  chu'mig^tbalul 

;><ticfu;e  wiSch'i  ro".tju;.*iii. 

'    sketch  of  such  porfoc 
die  most  ardent  [ 
transported  at  liiis  iBonirih. 
loo  much  (said  Floreiitilii.) 
fenoogh  to  imagine  that  my  qualifications  justify 
^our  discourse." — "  Govn  with  your  compliments," 
(said  the  fatlier.)  At  the  saftie  time  he  kft  me  alone 
with   his   daughter,   a|^  taking   Moralei  aside, 
"  Friend,  (sud  mjb  hii^you  have  lost  ^1  your 
Jjagfewe.  the^JA  vitboiil  doubt^4|pur"monfy. 
toQ.^£"¥«s jpS^mswered  ■^com^Vpi  S^ni* 
»Aibq».(^bartWn  jwured  up%^^  pear  -G^^D^ , 
V«&M*  «((J,-M(*/  nothing  but  JlftM»^*1|M  %,-■ 
*■    Ack^wK.n  shall,  in  a  very  ihcp  time,  receivA  ^ 
iHUsSreKdiange,  which  will  set  alf*tl|dgs  to  ri^ts 


that  ] 

Bore  easily, 

In  effect, 

Jjouse,  be  called  his 

n  years  of^age, 

accomplished 

i  the  object 

"   ■■     "Ah, 
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'    ^But,  until  tb6se  bilk  arrive  frepli^  |lie  old 

man/taking  a  purse  out  of  his  pocket)  here  are  an 

hundred  pistoles  at  your  set;vice."— "  O,  Sir!  (said 

Moralez)  my  master  would  not  accept  them  for  the 

world.    I  find  you  4^^'t  know  him.    Zooks!  he  is 

a  man  of  great  delicacy  on  these  occasions.    He  is 

\  none  of  those  fashionable  youngster,  who  are  apt 

to  take  up  from*  every  bodyi     He  does  not  love  to 

be  in  debt,  ^nd  w6nlA  rather  beg  liis  bread  than 

borrow-  one  farthing." — "  So  much  the  better  (said 

the  honest 'cii^zen ;)  I  esteem  him  the  mQre  on  that 

account :  I.  carinol  beanto  see  young  men  contract 

debts.     I  pardon  it  inaeed  in  people  of  quality, 

because  it  is  a  privil^e  they  have  possessed  a  long 

time.    I  won't  (continued  he)  afiront  thy  master, 

and  since  it  will  only  give  him  pain  to  ofier  hhn 

'fioney,  we  must  say  no  more  about  it"    With 

hese  words,  he  was  going  to  put  the  purse  in  his 

pocket  ag^n,  .buL  my  companion  held  his  hand, 

saying,  ^*  Hold^  Si^or  Moyadas,  whatever  aversion 

my* master  J&is  im  boVrowing,  I  don't  despair  of 

prevaiRng^.t^n  ^im    d>    accept   your  hundred 

pistoles^  ^it  is  biJurdm  strangers  he  is  shy  of 

borrowing ;  he  is  not  so  ceremoniou/with  his  own 

family :  he  can  even  dei^and  of  his  father,  with  a 

5ood  grace,  whatever  money  he  has  occasion  for. 
*he  young  gentleman,  you  perceive,  knows  bow  to 
distinguish  j5ersons,  and  ought  to  look  upon  you, 
Sir,  as  a  second  father." 

Moralez^  by  such  discourse,  secured  the  purse  of 
the  old  man,  who  '  came  ahd  rejoined  us ;   and 
.finding  his  daughter  and  me  engaged  in  mutual 
compliments,   interrupted    our    conversation,    by 
telliufUf lotentina.  the  obligaticm  he  lay  under  to 
'm{«  MA^  on  that  score,  made  me  professions  which 
codh^ed  me  of  his  gratitude.^    I  laid  hold  of  such 
a  favourable  disposition,  and  told  the  citizen,  that* 
'the  most  sensible  mark    of  acknowledgment  he 
could  show  would  be  to  hasten  my  marriage  with 
liis  daughter.    He  yielded  with  a  good  grace  to 
Vox.  3.  7 
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tty  inpatieDce,  assuring  me,  that  in  three  4m  «t 
larthest  I  should  be  Florentina's  hosbandy  and  that 
instead  of  six  thousand  ducats,  which  he  had 
promised  for  her  dower,  he  would  give  me  ten,  as 
a  proof  of  his  being  deeply  affected  with  the  service 
I  had  done  him. 

Moralec  and  I,  therefore,  live^  with  the  honest 
man,  Jerome  de  Moyadas,  kindly  treated,  and  in 
the  agreeable  Expectation  of  ten  diousand  ducats, 
with  which  we  proposed  to  make  a  sudden  decamp- 
ment from  Merlda.  Our  joy,  however,  was  checked 
by  fear :  we  were  apprehensive,*  that^n  less  than 
three  days  the  true  son  of  Juan  Velec  de  Menbrilla 
woald  arrive,  and  cross  our  good  fortune. 

This  fear  was  by  no  means  ill-founded  i  for,  the 
very  next  day,  a  kind  of  peasant,  loaded  with  a 

E>rtmanteaa,  came  to  tlie  bouse  of  Florentina'a 
ther,  when  I  was  not  at  home,  though  i^y 
comrade  was  present  '^  Sir  (said  the  peasant  to 
he  old  man)  I  belong  to  a  young  gentleman  of 
Calatrava,  called  Signpr  de  la  Venbnlla,  who*is  to 
be  your  son-in-law.  We  are  just  Aiyed,  ^d  he 
will  be  here  presently.  I  c^fA  befor^to  give  you 
notice  of  his  approach."  He  fllid  scarce  spoke  these 
words,  when  his  masted  appeared :  a  circumstance 
that  surprised  the  old  man  very  much,  and  discon- 
certed Morales  a  little. 

Pedro,  who  was  a  very  genteel  young  fellow, 
addressed  himself  to  Florentina's  father :  but  the 
iionest  cidten  did  not  give  him  time  to  finish  his 
discourse,  and,  turning  to  my  companion,  asked  the 
aieaning  of  all  this.  Then  Moralei,  who  was 
second  to  no  man  on  earth  in  impudence,  assumed 
an  ahr  of  assuran^,  and  said  to  the  old  m^  "  Sir, 
those  two  men  belong  to  the  troop  of  thi^vfs  whp 
robbed  us  on  the  highway :  I  recollect  tliw J^btb 
» very  well,  particularly  him  who  has  the  audacuy  to 
caU  bimsw  the  son  of  Signor  Juan  Velez  de  Ja 
Menbrilla."  The  old  citizen  believed  Morales, 
MoA^  persuaded  ths^  tlie  strangers  were  cheats,  said 
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to  diem,  ^^  Gendemen,  you  come  too  late :  your 

scheme  is  prevented :  Pedro  de  la  Meubrilla  has 

been  in  my  house  since  yesterday." — "  Take  caie 

of  what  you  say  (answered  the  young"  man  of 

Calatrava)   you  have  got  an   impostor  in  your 

family ;  for  you  must  know  that  Juan  de  Yelez  de 

MenbrUla  has  no  other  son  than  me/' — '*  I  know 

better  (replied  the  old  man)  and  am  not  ignorant 

of  your  profession  :  donH  you  recollect  ibis  young 

man,  and  remember  his  master,  whom  you  robbed?*' 

«— ^^  If  I  was  not  in  your  house  (said  Pedro^  I 

vonld  punish  the  insolence  of  that  cheats  who  nacs 

llie  presumption  to  call  me  a  roliber.    Let  him 

Ithank  ybur  presence,  that  restrains  my  indignation; 

Sir,  (added  he)  you  are  imposed  upon.    I  am  th« 

young  man  to  whom  your  brother  Augustin  pro<> 

mised  bfs  niece.    If  you  desire  it,  I  can  show,  all 

the  letters  which  he  wrote  to  my  father  on  the 

subject  of  the  marriage.    Will  you  nut  believe  i' 

when  you  see  the  picture  of  Fiorentina,  which  he 

sent  to  me  some  time  before  his  death  ?" 

^  No  !   (said  the  old  citizen,  interrupting  him) 

neither  the  picture,  nor  the  letters,  will  convince 

me :  I  know  very  well  in  what  manner  they  feH 

into  your  hands,  and  I  advise  you,  as  a  friend,  to 

be  gone  from  Merida  as  soon  as  you  can."— -'^  This 

is  too  much,  (cried  the  young  gentleman  in  his 

tnrn)  I  will  not  suffer  my  name  to  be  stolen  with 

impunity,  nor  myself  to  be  treated  like  an  highway* 

man.     1  know  some  people  in  this  place,  whom  I 

will  find,  and  return  to  confound  this  impostor  that 

has  prejudiced  you  against  me."     So  saying,  he 

retired  with  his  valet,  and  Morales  remained  master 

of  the  field :   nay,  this  adventure  made  Jerome  de 

Moyadas  resolve  to  have  the  marriage  celebratied 

that  very  day,  and  he  went  out  instantly,  to  givd 

the  necessary  orders  for  the  occasion. 

.   Though  ray  comrade  was  very  well  pleased  to  see 

Florentana's  father  in  a  disposition  so  fiivourablc 

fiar  us,  he  was  far  from  being  perfectly  at  ease  d 
D  Vol.  II.     ^  *^  ^  ^ 
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fimring  die  consequence  of  the  measures  wUdi  he 
coDcladed  Pedro  would  certainly  take,  be  waited 
for  me  with  impatience  to  communicate  what  had 
happened.  Finding  him,  at  my  return,  plunged  in 
a  profound  reverie,  ^'  What  is  the  matter,  friend  ? 
(said  I)  thou  seemest  in  a  brown  study."  He 
replied,  /^If  I  am,  it  is  not  without  reason,"  and 
informed  me  of  the  whole  affair ;  adding,  ^'  Thou 
seest  what  cause  I  have  to  muse.  It  was  thoa 
alone,  who  rashly  threw  ns  into  that  dilemma.  It 
was  a  shining  enterprise,  I  own,  and  would  have 
crowned  thee  with  giory  had  it  succeeded  :  but,  in 
all  appearanc^nit  will  end  ill ;  and  it  is  my  advice, 
that,  in  order  to  prevent  explanations,  we  immedi- 
ately betake  ourselves  to  our  beds,  with  the 
feather  which  we  have  plucked  from  the  honest 
man's  wang." 

*^  Mr.  Moralex  (answered  I  to  this  proposal)  you 
yield  to  difficulties,  I  find,  very  soon,  and  don't  do 
a  great  deal  of  honour  to  Don  Matthias  de  Cdrdel 
and  the  other  cavaliers,  with  whom  you  lived  at 
Toledo  :  one,  who  has  served  his  apprenticeship 
under  such  able  masters,  onght  not  to  be  easily 
alarmed.  As  for  me,  who  intend  to  walk  in  the 
steps  of  these  heroes,  and  prove  myself  a  worthy 
pupil,  I  will  bear  up  against  the  obstacle  that 
terrifies  you,  and  make  my  utmost  effort  to,  sur- 
mount iL*-' — "  If  you  accomplish  that  (saia  my 
companion)  I  will  prefer  you  to  all  the  great  men 
in  Plutarch." 

Just  as  Morales  had  done  speaking,  Jerome  de 
Moyadas  coming  in  said  to  me, ''  Tou  shall  be  my 
flon-in-law  this  very  evening :  your  servant,  I  sup- 
pose, has  told  you  what  has  happened.  What  do  yoti 
think  of  the  impudence  of  the  rogue,  who  would 
have  made  me  believe  that  he  was  the  son  of  my 
brother's  correspondent  ?" — "  Signor  (answered  I, 
in  a  melancholy  tone,  and  with  the  most  ingenuous 
air  I  could  affect)  I  find  I  am  not  qualified  to 
carry  on  a  deceit.     I  must  sincerely  own  that  I  am 
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not  the  SOD  of  Juan  Vdez  de  Mentrilla." — "  What 
do  I  hear !  (cried  the  old  ipan)  interrupting  me 
with  equal  precipitation  and  surprise)  how  !  you 
not  the  young  man,  to  whom  my  brother—" 
**  Pray,  Sir,  (said I, interrupting  him  in  my  turn)  be 
so  good  .as  to  hear  me  to  an  end.  I  have  loved 
your  daughter  these  eight  days,  during  which  my 
passion  has  detained  me  atMerida ;  and  yesterday, 
after  having  come  to  your  assistance,  I  was  aboot 
to  demand  ber  in  marriage,  when  you  stopped  my 
mouth,  by  giving  me  to  understand  that  she  was 
destined  for  another.  You  told  me,  that  your 
brother,  in  his  last  moments,  conjured  you  to 
bestow  her  npon  Pedro  de  la  Menbnlla ;  that  you 
promised  to  comply  with  his  request,  and,  in  short, 
that  you  wa£  a  slave  to  your  word.  This  informa- 
tion, I  confess,  overwhelmed  me,  and  my  love, 
reduced  to  despair,  inspired  me  with  the  stratagem 
I  put  in  practice.  I  must  tell  you,  however,  that 
I  secretly  upbraided  myself  with  the  trick  I  had 
put  upon  you ;  but  I  flattered  myself  that  you 
would  forgive  it,  when  I  should  have  discovered  it 
and  convinced  you,  that  I  am  an  Italian  prince 
who  travel  incognito,  and  that  my  father  is 
sovereign  of  certain  vallies  situated  between  the 
Swiss,  the  Milanese,  and  Savoy.  I  imagined  that 
you  would  be  agreeably  surprised,  when  I  should 
nave  revealed  my  birth  ;  and  I  felt  all  the  pleasure 
of  a  delicate  and  passionate  husband,  in  the  hope 
of  declaring  it  to  Florentina,  after  our  marriage. 
Heaven  (added  I  changing  my  tone)  would  not 
*ndulge  me  in  so  much  joy  :  Pedro  dela  Menbrilla 
appears,  and  I  must  restore  him  his  name,  how 
much  soever  the  restitution  will  cost  me.  You 
are  engaged,  by  your  promise,  to  choose  him  for 
a  son-in-law  ,  and  it  is  your  duty  to  prefer  him  to 
me,  without  regard  to  my  rank,  or  compassion  for 
the  cruel  situation  to  which  you  are  going  to 
reduce  me.  I  will  not  pretend  to  represent,  that 
your  brother  was  only  the  uncle  of  your  daughter 
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and  that  yoo  being  her  father,  it  is  more  just  to 
acquit  yourself  of  the  obligatioa  you  owe  to  me, 
than  to  make  it  a  point  of  honour  to  keep  a  pro- 
mise which  is  but  slightly  binding." 

**  Tes,  doubtless,  it  is  so  ^ried  Jerome  de 
Moyades)  therefore  I  do  not  intend  to  hesitate 
between  you  and  Don  Pedro  de  la  Menbrilla.  If 
my  brother  Augusdn  was  still  alive  he  would  not 
blame  me  for  giving  the  preference  to  a  man  who 
saved  my  life,  and  who  is,  moreover,  a  prince,  who 
does  not  disdain  to  ask  my  alliance.  1  must  be  an 
enemy  to  my  own  happiness,  and  entirely  deprived 
of  my  understanding,  if  I  did  not  give  you  my 
daughter,  and  even  press  the  celebration  of  the 
marriage." — ^^  But,  Signor  (I  replied)  do  nothing 
impetuously,  consult  vour  interest  only,  aqd,  not- 
withstanding the  nobility  of  my  blood — ^*  "  Sure 
you  jest !  (said  he,  interrupting  me)  ought  I  to  hesi- 
tate one  moment  i  No,  my  prince,  I  most  humblv 
beseech  you  to  honour  tlje  happy  Florentina  with 
your  hand  this  very  evening." — "  Well  Tsaid  I)  be 
it  so ;  go  carry  the  news  yourself,  and  inform  her 
of  her  glorious  fate,"- 

While  the  honest  citizen  flew  eagerly  to  tell  his 
daughter  that  she  had  made  a  conquest  of  a  prince, 
Moralez,  who  had  heard  the  whole  conversation, 
threw  himself  on  his  knees  before  me,  saying, 
*^  Monsignor  the  Italian  prince,  son  of  a  sovereign 
of  the  vallies  situated  between  the  Swiss,  Milanese, 
and  Savoy,  give  me  leave  to  embrace  the  feet  oif 
your  highness,  and  testify  the  excessive  joy  I  feel* 
Upon  the  faith  of  a  knave,  I  look  upon  you  as  a 
prodigy.  I  thought  myself  the  first  man  in  the 
world,  but  truly  I  strike  to  you,  although  you 
have  less  experience  than  I." — "  What !  you  are  no 
longer  uneasy,  I  hope,"  (said  I  to  him.)  •*  Oh !  not 
at  all  (answered  he)  I  am  no  longer  afraid  of 
Signor  Pedro;  let  him  come  again  as  soon  as  he 
pleases."  Moralez  and  I  now  being  firm  in  the 
stirrups,  began  to  regulate  the  course  we  should 
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take  with  the  dowry,  on  which  we  A  peoded  90 
•nachy  that  we  could  not  have  thought  ourselves 
more  secure  of  it  had  it  been  already  in  our  pock 
ets.  We  had  not  as  yet  got  it  for  all  that,  and  the 
cSttastrophe  of  the  adventure  did  not  answer  our 
expectation* 

In  a  little  time  the  young  man  of  Calatrava 
returned,  accompanied  by  two  citizens  and  an 
alguaul,  as  formidable  on  account  of  his  whiskers 
and  swarthy  complexion  as  of  his  employment 
Florentina's  father  being  present,  *^  Signor  de 
Moyadas  (said  Pedro  to  hun)  I  have  brought  hither 
three  creditable  people,  who  know  me,  and  can 
tell  you  who  I  am,"^-"Yes,  sure!  (cried  the 
alguazil)  I  can  tell,  and  I  certify  to  all  whom  it 
may  concern,  that  I  know  you.  Tour  name  is 
Pedro,  and  you  are  the  only  son  of  Juan  Yelez  de 
la  Menbrilla :  whoever  maintains  the  contrary  is  an 
impostor." — '*  I  believe  you,  Mr.  Alguazil  (said 
the. honest  man  Jerome  de  Moyadas)  your  evidence 
is  sacred  with  me,  as  well  as  that  of  tlie  gentlemen 
merchants  who  are  along  with  you.  I  am  fully 
convinced  that  the  young  cavalier,  who  conducted 
yon  hither,  is  the  only  son  of  my  brother's  corres* 
poadent :  but  that  does  not  signify,  I  am  no  longer 
m  the  mind  to  give  him  my  daughter." 

'*  Oho !  that's  another  affair  (said  the  alguaziH  I 
come  hither  only  to  assure  you,  that  I  know  this 
/oung  man.  Tou  are  master  of  your  child,  and 
nobody  can  compel  you  ]to  part  with  her  against 
your  inclination." — "  Nor  do  I  intend  (said  Pedro, 
interrupting  him)  to  offer  violence  to  the  inclina<- 
tion  of  Signor  de  Moyadas ;  but  he  will  give  me 
leave  to  ask,  why  he  has  changed  his  sentiments, 
»r  if  he  has  any  caiise  to  complain  of  me.  Let  me 
oe  assured,  at  least,  that  I  have  not  lost  the  sweet 
bope  of  being  his  son*in-law  by  my  own  misbe- 
haviour."-^^' 1  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  you 
(replied  the  old  man)  and  will  even  own,  that  it  is 
with   regret  I  see  myself  under  a  necessity  ot 
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breaking  my  word,  for  which  I  conjure  you  to  ftf^ 
give  me.  I  am  persuaded,  that  you  are  toc^ 
generous  to  take  it  amiss  that  I  prefer  you  to  a 
rival  who  has  saved  my  life.  Here  he  is  (pursued 
he,  showing  me  to  the  company)  this  is  the  perscni 
who  rescued  me  from  the  most  imminent  danger ; 
and  that  my  excuse  may  have  still  more  force« 
I  must  inform  you  he  is  no  less  than  an  Italian 
prince." 

At  these  last  words,  Pedro  became  mute  and 
confounded;  the  two  merchants  stared  with  the 
utmost  surprise;  but  the  alguazil,  accustomed  to 
look  upon  the  worst  side  of  every  thing,  suspected 
this  wonderful  adventure  to  be  a  trick  that  might 
turn  out  to  his  advantage;  he  eyed  me  very 
attentively,  and  his  good-will  being  baffled  by  my 
features,  which  were  utterly  unknown  to  him,  h 
examined  my  comrade  with  the  same  attention 
Unluckily  for  my  highness,  he  recollected  Moralei^ 
and  remembering  to  have  seen  him  in  the  prison  o. 
Ciudad  Real,  '^  Aha!  (cried  he)  here  is  one  of  our 
customers;  I  remember  this  gentleman,  who,  I 
assure  you,  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  sharpers 
within  the  kingdoms  and  principalities  of  Spain."'-^ 
*'  Softly,  Mr.  Alguazil  (said  Jerome  de  Moyadas) 
the  young  man  whom  you  paint  so  disadvan- 
tageously  is  the  domestic  of  a  prince." — "Very 
well  (replied  the  alguazil)  I  know  enough  to  form 
my  resolution  accordingly,  and  judge  of  the  master 
by  the  man.  I  don't  doubt  that  these  gallants 
are  two  cheats,  who  have  agreed  to  impose  upon 
ou.  I  know  how  to  manage  in  such  cases ;  and  to 
et  you  see  that  these  wits  are  adventurers,  I  will 
carry  them  instantly  to  jail.  I  intend  to  introduce 
tliem  to  a  private  conversation  with  Monsieur  the 
Corregidor ;  after  whicb^  they  will  feel  that  whip* 
ping  is  not  y^t  out  of  fashion." — ^**  Hold  there, 
master  officer  (replied  the  old  man)  don't  let  us 
push  matters  so  far :  people  of  your  profession  are 
not  afraid  of  giving  pain  to  a  worthy  man.    May 
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ndt  this  valet  be  a  rogue,  and  his  master  a  auui  of 
boQOur?  Is  it  a  new  thug  to  see  sharpers  in  the 
service  of  princes  f "— <'  Tou  joke  with  your  princes 
(said  the  algoaxil ;)  this  yoong  fellow  is  a  kiught  of 
the  post,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  and  I  arrest 
him  and  his  comrade  in  the  king's  name,  I  have 
twenty  soldiers  at  the  door,  who  shall  drag  them 
to  prison,'  if  they  refuse  to  go  with  a  good  grace 
Come,  my  prince  (addressing  himself  to  me)  let  us 
inarch  ^ 

I  was  thunderstruck  at  these  words,  as  well  a< 
Moralei,  and  our  concern  rendered  us  suspected 
to  Jerome  de  Moyadas  ;  or  rather  convinced  him. 
that  we  actually  had  a  design  to  defraud  him.  On 
this  occasion,  however,  he  behaved  like  a  gallant 
man ;  saying  to  the  alguazil,  "  Master  officer,  per- 
haps your  suspicions  are  fklse,  and  perhaps  they 
are  but  too  true.  Be  it  as  it  will,  let  us  dive  no 
farther  into  the  affair  :  let  these  two  young  cava- 
fiers  retire  wheresoever  they  please  to  go,  and  I 
beg  you  will  not  oppose  tbeir  retreat :  it  is  a  favour 
I  ask,  in  order  to  acquit  myself  of  the  obligation  I 
we  them," — "  Were  I  strictly  to  do  my  duty 
(answered  the  alguaul)  I  should  imprison  these 
gendemen,  without  having  any  regard  to  your 
entreaty;  but,  for  your  sake,  I  will  relax  a  litde, 
provided  that  they  quit  the  town  this  instant :  for 
if  I  meet  them  to-morrow,  egad !  they  shall  see 
what  will  become  of  them." 

When  Morales  and  I  understood  that  we  were 
free,  we  recollected  ourselves  a  litde^  endeavoured 
to  talk  boldly,  and  affirmed  that  we  were  persons  of 
honour ;  but  the  alguaiil  silenced  us  with  a  fierce 
look ;  and  I  don't  know  how,  these  people  have  an 
ascendancy  over  us.  We  were  obliged,  therefore, 
to  abandon  Florentina  and  her  portion  to  Pedro 
de  la  Menbrilla,  who,  doubdess,  became  the  son^n- 
law  of  Jerome  de  Moyadas,  and  retire  with  all 
speed,  taking  the  road  to  Truxillo,  with  the  con- 
solation of  having,  at  least,  got  an  hundred  pistoles 
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by  ibe  adTcntare.  Aboot  an  hour  beftre  aighc, 
passing  by  a  little  villagte,  with  a  resoIotMNi  of 
going  farther  before  we  should  halt,  we  pereeivcd 
an  inn  of  a  pretty  good  appearance  for  that  place, 
and  the  landlord,  with  hit  wife,  sitting  on  long 
stones  at  the  door.  The  husband,  a  ull,  meagre 
old  fellow,  thrummed  upon  a  wretched  guitar, 
for  the  diversion  of  his  wife,  Who  seeroint  to  listen 
with  pleasure.  **  Gentlemen  ^ried  the  landlord, 
when  he  saw  we  did  not  stop)  I  advise  you  to  halt 
at  this  place :  yon  won't  find  a  village  within  three 
weary  leagues  of  this ;  and  even  ^re,  I  assure 
you,  ypu  won't  be  so  well  served  as  here :  take  rav 
word  for  it,  and  walk  into  my  house,  where  I  will 
entertain  you  handsomely,  at  a  reasonable  rate.** 
We  suffered  ourselves  to  be  persuaded,  and  ap- 
proaching the  roan  and  his  wife,  bid  them  good 
even  ;  and  having  seated  ourselves  by  them,  began 
all  four  to  talk  of  indifferent  subjects.  The  land- 
lord said  he  was  an  officer  of  the  holy  brotherhood, 
and  his  wife  w  is  a  fat  merry  dame,  who  seemed 
to  understand  \ery  well  how  to  vend  her  com- 
modities. 

Our  conversation  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  cavaliers,  some  mounted  on 
mules,  and  some  on  horseback,  followed  by  thirty 
baggage  moyls  loaded  with  bales.  *^  Ah !  what  a 
number  of  princes  !  (cried  the  landlord  at  sight  of 
so  many  people)  where  shall  I  find  lodging  for  them 
all  ?"  In  a  moment  the  village  was  crowded  with 
men  and  beasts.  There  was  luckily,  near  the  inn, 
a  vast  bam,  in  which  the  moyls  and  the  baggage 
were  disposed  :  the  mules  and  horses  belonging  to 
the  cavaliers  were  put  in  other  places  ;  and  as  for 
the  men,  they  did  not  concern  themselves  so  much 
about  finding  beds,  as  in  bespeaking  a  good  supper. 
The  landlord,  his  wife,  and  a  young  maid-servant 
belonging  to  the  house,  were  not  idle;  they  slaugh- 
tered all  the  poultry  in  their  yard,  which  joined  to 
some  ragouts  made  of  rabbits  and  cats,  and  a 
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plentiful  di&h  of  soup,  composed  of  cauliflowers  and 
mutton,  furnished  entertainment  enough  for  the 
whole  company. 

Moralez  and  I  looked  at  the  cavaliers^  who  from 
time  to  time  eyed  us  also.  At  last  we  entered 
into  conversation,  and  told  them,  that  if  it  was 
agreeable,  we  would  sup  in  company.  They  assured 
us  that  we  could  not  do  them  a  greater  pleasure  : 
so  we  sat  down  altogetlier  at  table.  There  was 
one  among  them,  who  seemed  to  be  the  chief,  and  for 
whom  the  rest,  though  otherwise  very  familiar,  did 
not  fail  to  show  some  deference :  it  is  true^  indeed, 
he  kept  the  upper  end,  talked  in  an  elevated  tone 
of  voice,  and  even  contradicted  sometimes,  in  a 
cavalier  manner,  the  sentiments  of  the  rest,  who, 
far  from  replying  in  the  same  manner  to  him, 
seemed  to  respect  his  opinions.  The  discourse 
falling,  by  accident,  on  Andalusia ;  and  Moralez 
taking  it  into  his  head  to  praise  Seville,  this  man 
said  to  him,  "  Signor  Cavalier,  you  are  making  the 
eulogium  of  the  city  where  I  first  drew  breath,  or 
at  lea&t  I  was  bom  in  its  neighbourhood,  since  the 
town  of  Mayrena,  gave  me  to  the  world." — "  I  can 
say  the  same  thing  (answered  my  companion ;)  I 
was  likewise  bom  at  Mayrena,  and  I  must  certainly 
know  your  parents ;  pray,  whose  son  are  you .?" — 
"  I  am  (said  the  cavalier)  the  son  of  an  honest 
notaiT,  called  Martin  Moralez.** — "  Upon  my  faith 
(cried  my  comrade  with  emotion)  the  adventure  is 
extremely  singular :  you  are  then  my  eldest  brother 
Manuel  Moralez.'' — "  The  very  same  (said  the 
other ;)  and  you  are,  I  suppose,  my  younger  brother, 
Lewis,  whom  I  left  in  the  cradle,  when  I  quitted 
my  father's  house  ?" — "  That  is  my  name,  indeed," 
(replied  my  comrade.)  Upon  which  they  both  got 
up,  and  embraced  one  another  with  great  affection. 
Then  Signor  Manuel  said  to  the  company,  <<Gen- 
tlemen,  this  event  is  altogether  marvellous !  I  have, 
by  accident,  met  and  discovered  a  brother,  whom  I 
have  not  seen  these  twenty  years  and  more :  allow 
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me  to  present  hira  to  the  company ''  All  the  cava** 
Uen y  who  kept  themselves  standing,  out  of  com- 
plaisance, saluted  the  young  Moralez,  and  loaded 
tiim  with  caresses.  AAerwards,  we  sat  down  again 
at  table,  where  we  remained  all  night,  without 
going  to  bed;  the  two  brothers  sitting  by  one 
another,  and  conversing  by  themselves  about  their 
family,  while  the  other  guests  drank  and  made 
merry. 

Lewis,  after  a  long  conversation  with  Manuel, 
taking  me  aside,  said,  ^^  All  these  cavaliers  are 
domestics  of  the  Count  de  Montanos,  whom  the 
king  has  lately  named  for  viceroy  of  Majorca. 
They  are  conducting  their  master's  eouipage  to 
Alicanty  where  they  are  to  embark.  My  brother, 
who  is  become  steward  to  that  nobleman,  has 
proposed  to  carry  me  along  with  him ;  and,  on 
account  of  the  reluctance  I  expressed  in  leaving 
you,  told  me,  that  if  you  would  accompany  us,  be 
would  procure  for  you  a  good  employment.  Dear 
friend  (added  he)  I  advise  thee  not  to  disdain  the 
offer  :  let  us  go  together  to  the  island  of  Majorca  : 
if  we  find  it  agreeable,  we  will  stay  there ;  and  if 
we  shall  be  displeased  with  our  situation,  we  will 
return  to  Spain." 

I  willingly  embraced  the  proposal ;  young  Mo- 
ralez and  I  joined  the  Count's  officers,  and  set  out 
with  them  from  the  inn  before  day.  Having  by 
long  marches  gained  the  city  of  Alicant,  I  bought 
a  guitar,  and  took  off  a  handsome  suit  of  clothes 
before  our  embarkation ;  thinking  of  nothing  but 
the  island  of  Majorca ;  and  Lewis  Moralez  was  in 
the  same  disposition.  We  seemed  to  have  re- 
nounced sharping  altogether.  To  tell  vou  the 
truth,  we  had  a  mind  to  pass  for  persons  of  honour 
among  the  cavaliers  in  whose  company  we  were, 
and  that  kept  a  check  upon  our  geniuses.  At  last 
we  went  merrily  on  board,  flattering  ourselves 
with  the  hopes  of  being  at  Majorca  in  a  very  little 
time ;  bu^    scarce    had  we  cleared    the  gulf  o( 
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AUcant,  when  a  terrible  tempest  arose.  I  might 
in  thb  place  of  my  relation  take  an  opportunity  to 
make  a  fine  description  of  the  storm  ;  to  paint  the 
air  all  on  fire,  to  make  the  thunder  roar,  the  winds 
whistle,  the  moontain  billows  roll,  &c.  Bat  all 
these  flowers  of  rhetoric  apart,  I  assure  you  the 
hurricane  was  violent,  and  obliged  us  tobear  away 
lor  the  point  of  the  island  of  Cabrera,  a  desert  isle, 
in  which  there  is  a  little  fort,  at  that  time  garri- 
soned by  an  officer  and  five  or  six  soldiers, '  who 
gave  OS  a  very  hospitable  reception* 

As  we  were  obliged  to  stay  there  several  days,  in 
order  to  repair  our  sails  and  tackle,  we  invented 
difierent  kinds  of  amusements  to  pass  the  time 
agreeably.  Each  followed  his  own  inclinations : 
some  played  at  primero,  others  sought  different 
diversions,  and  I  went  to  walk  through  the  island, 
accompanied  by  those  who  loved  such  excercise. 
We  skipped  from  rock  to  rock,  for  the  ground  was 
very  uneven,  full  of  stones,  and  very  deficient  in 
good  soil.  One  day,  while  we  considered  these 
parched  withered  places,  and  admired  the  caprice 
of  nature,  that  shows  herself  fruitful  or  barren  as 
she  pleases,  our  noses  were  invaded  all  of  a  sudden 
with  a  most  agreeable  smell.  We  immediately 
turned  to  the  eastward,  from  whence  that  odour 
came,  and  perceived  with  astonishment,  among  the 
rocks,  a  large,  round,  green  spot,  surrounded  with 
honeysuckles,  even  more  beautiful  and  sweet- 
scented  than  those  that  grow  in  Andalusia.  We 
s^proached  with  pleasure  those  charming  shrubs, 
wluch  perfumed  the  air  all  round,  and  found  that 
they  bordered  upon  the  entry  of  a  very  deep 
cavern,  which  being  large  and  light,  we  descended 
to  the  bottom  of  it,  turning  by  steps  of  stone,  the 
ends  of  which  were  adorned  with  flowers,  the 
whole  forming  a  natural  winding  staircase.  When 
We  had  got  down,  we  saw  several  little  rills  ol 
water,  which  derived  their  sources  firom  drops  that 
mcessantlv  distilled  firom  the  rocks  within,  creep- 
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ing  «lokig  sand  more  yellow  thm  gold,  and  loAiff 
themselves  in  the  earth.  The  water  seemed  so 
pure,  that  we  were  tempted  to  drink,  and  found  it 
so  fresh,  that  we  resolved  to  return  next  day  to 
the  same  place  with  some  botdes  of  wine,  per* 
suaded  that  we  should  empty  them  with  vast 
pleasure. 

It  was  with  regret  we  quitted  such  an  agreeable 
place,  and,  when  we  went  back  to  the  fort,  we  did 
not  fail  to  boast  of  our  discovery ;  but  the  com* 
mandant  cautioned  us,  as  a  friend,  against  return* 
mg  to  the  cav^n,  with  which  we  were  so  much 
charmed.  ^'  For  what  ?  (said  I  to  him.)  Is  there 
any  thing  to  fear?" — "  xes,  without  doubt  (he 
replied :)  the  corsairs  of  Algiers  and  Tripoli  some- 
times land  on  this  isle,  to  water  at  that  spring,  and 
one  day  surprised  two  soldiers  of  my  garrison, 
whom  they  made  daves."  It  was  in  vain  (or  the 
officer  to  tell  us  this  with  a  very  serious  air;  be 
could  not  persuade  us,  for  we  believed  diat  he 
Rested ;  and  next  day  I  returned  to  the  cavern, 
with  three  more  of  my  companions,  without  pro- 
viding ourselves  with  fire-arms,  to  show  that  we 
dreaded  nothing.  Young  Moralez  would  not  be  of 
the  party,  choosing  rather  to  stay  with  his  brother, 
and  play  in  the  fort. 

Having  descended,  as  the  day  before,  to  the 
bottom  of  the  cave,  we  cooled  some  botdes  of 
«ine,  that  we  had  brought  along  with  us,  in  the 
rivulets;  and  while  we  drank  them  deliciously, 
playing  on  the  guitar,  and  conversing  pleasantly 
together,  we  saw  several  men  appear  at  the  mouth 
of  the  cavern  above,  with  large  whiskers,  turbans^ 
and  Turkish  dress.  We  imagined  that  it  was  a 
part  of  the  count's  domestics,  with  the  com- 
mandant of  the  fort,  who  had  thus  disguised  them- 
selves in  order  to  frighten  us ;  and  prepossessed 
with  this  fancy,  began  to  laugh,  letting  no  less 
than  ten  of  them  come  down,  withou  thinking  of 
defeudiug  ourselves.    We  were,  however,  soon  uu- 
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deceived  ia  a  melancholy  tnannei*,  and  eonvinced 
ihat  it  was  a  eorsfeir,  who  came  with  his  people  to 
carry  us  off.  "  Surrender,  you  dogs  fhe  cried,  in 
the  Castilian  tongue)  or  you  shall  be  ail  put  to  th^ 
sword."  At  the  same  time  his  followers  presented 
•their  carabines  to  us,  and  we  should  have  under- 
gone a  fine  discharge  had  we  made  the  least  re-  ' 
sistance.  We  preferred  slavery  to  death,  and  gave 
our  swords  to  the  pirate,  who  ordered  us  to  bfe 
load^  with  chains,  and  conducted  to  his  vessel, 
•which  was  not  finr  off:  then  setting  sail,  be  steered 
with  a  fair  wind  towards  Algiers. 
*  In  diis  manner  were  we  punished  for  n^ecting 
ihe  caudon  of  the  officer  of  the  garrison.  The  first 
tiling  that  the  corsair  did  was  to  rifle  us  of  all  the 
money  we  had«  What  a  fine  windfall  for  him! 
7he  two  hundred  pistoles  taken  from  the  young 
citizens  of  Placentia,  the  hundred  which  Moialel 
had  teemed  from  Jerome  de  Moyadas,  and  which, 
unluckily  I  had  about  me,  were  all  swept  away 
without  mercy.  My  companions  had  also  their 
purses,  well  furnished.  In  short,  it  was  an  ex- 
cellent prize.  The  p'rate  was  rejoiced  at  his  good 
luck ;  and  the  rascal,  not  satisfied  with  our  plun- 
der, insulted  us  with  his  raillery,  which  we  did  not 
^1  half  so  much  as  the  necessity  diat  compelled 
tis  to  bear  it.  After  a  thousand  jokes,  he  ordered 
the  bottles  of  wine  which  we  had  cooled  at  the 
fountain,  and  whi\  h  his  people  had  taken  care  to 
9eite,  to  be  brought  to  him,  and  began  to  empty 
them  with  his  crew,  drinking  to  our  health  by  way 
of  derision. 

During  this  conjuncture,  the  countenances  of  my 
comrades  expressed  the  pain  they  felt ;  and  their 
slavery  mortified  them  the  morcj  because  they  had 
formed  the  most  delightful  idea  of  their  voyage  to 
the  island  of  Miyorca,  where  they  had  laid  their 
account  with  leading  a  most  delicious  life.  As  lor 
rae,  I  had  fortitiide  enough  to  project  a  plan  of 
conduct  for  myself;    and,   less    afraid   than  my 
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fellows,  entered  into  conversation  with  the  nuler 
and  even  returned  his  jokes  with  a  good  grace. 
Pleased  with  my  behaviour — ^^^  Young  man  (said  he) 
I  like  thy  disposition ;  for,  in  the  main,  instead  o 
sighing  and  groaning,  it  is  better  for  one  to  arm 
himself  with  patience,  and  sail  with  tfie  stream. 
Play  to  us  a  small  air  (added  he,  observing  that  I 
had  a  guitar ;)  let  us  see  what  thou  canst  do."  I 
obeyed  him,  as  soon  as  he  had  ordered  my  arms  to 
be   unchained,  and  began  to  thrum  upon    my 

riitar  in  such  a  manner  as  acquired  his  applause, 
bad  indeed  learned  under  the  best  master  in 
Madrid,  and  played  on  that  instrument  pretty  welL 
I  sang  likewise,  and  my  voice  gave  no  less  satis- 
faction. All  the  Turks  in  the  vessel  expressed  the 
pleasure  they  felt  in  hearing  me,  by  gestures  oa 
admiration :  a  circumstance  from  which  I  con- 
cluded, that  their  taste  ibr  music  was  not  ex- 
tremely delicate.  The  pirate  whispered  to  mc^ 
that  I  should  not  be  an  unhappy  slave ;  and  that 
one  of  my  talents  might  depend  upon  an  employ- 
ment that  would  make  my  captivity  very  sup- 
portable. 

I  felt  some  joy  at  these  words ;  but,  flattering  as 
they  were,  I  had  abundance  of  uneasiness  on  the 
score  of  this  occupation,  with  the  promise  of  which 
the  corsahr  regaled  me.  When  we  arrived  at  the 
port  of  Algiers,*  we  saw  a  great  number  of  people 
assembled  to  receive  us,  who,  as  soon  as  we  were 
landed,  shouted  with  joy :  besides,  the  air  resounded 
with  the  confused  noise  of  trumpets,  Moresco 
flutes,  and  other  instruments  used  in  that  country, 
which  formed  a  symphony  more  loud  than  agree- 
able. The  cause  of  these  rejoicings  was  a  false 
report  which  had  spread  through  the  city,  im- 
porting that  the  renegado  Mehemet  (this  was  our 

»Mii— .1^.— — — li— ^-^^ ^»— ^^— I        .  ■        I  ■■  — 

*  Altera,  a  city  on  the  coast  of  Barbary ,  possessed  hy 
tile  Moore,  who  are  at  perpetual  war  with  the  Spaniards, 
and  under  the  protection  of  the  Turks. 
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^pirate's  name)  had  perished  in  attacking  a  large 
Genoese  vessel;  so  that  all  his  friends,  informed 
of  his  return,  were  eager  in  their  expressions  o> 

joy- 

We  had  no  sooner  set  foot  on  shore,  than  I  and 
my  companions  were  conducted  to  the  palace  o. 
Dey  Solyman,  where  a  Christian  secretary,  exa- 
mining us  one  by  one,  asked  our  names,  ages, 
coimtry,  religion,  and  qualifications.  Then  Me- 
hemet,  showing  me  to  the  Dey,  extolled  my  voice, 
and  assured  him,  that  I  played  ravishinglV  on  the 
guitar.  This  was  enough  to  determine  Solyman 
to  choose  me  for  his  own  service :  accordingly  I 
was  detained  in  his  seraglio,  while  the  other 
captives  were  led  into  a  public  place,  and  sold 
according  to  custom.  What  Mehemet  had  foretold 
to  me  in  the  vessel  came  to  pass. — ^My  condition 
was  very  happy;  far  from  being  abandoned  to 
jailors,  or  employed  in  laborious  work,  I  was,  by 
order  of  Solyman,  disposed  of  in  a  particular  place, 
with  five  or  six  slaves  of  quality,  who  expected 
every  moment  to  be  redeemed,  and  whose  tasks 
were  far  from  being  painful.  My  business  was  to 
water  the  orange-trees  and  flowers  in  the  garden, 
and  I  could  not  have  been  favoured  with  a  more 
ag^eable  occupation* 

Solyman  was  a  man  about  forty  years  of  age, 
well-shaped,  very  polite,  and,  for  a  Turk,  mighty 
gallant.  His  chief  favourite  was  a  Cachemirian* 
woman,  who,  by  her  understanding  and  beauty,  had 
acquired  an  absolute  dominion  over  him.  He 
loved  her  even  to  adoration,  and  treated  her  every 
day  with  some  entertainment  or  other;  sometimes 
with  a  concert  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music, 
and  sometimes  with  a  comedy  in  the  Turkish 
taste  ^  that  is  to  say,  a  dramatic  poem,  in  which 

*  Cachemire  is  a  country  under  the  dominion  of  th« 
Great  Mogul,  called  the  Indian  Paradise ;  remarkable  for 
the  beau^  and  wit  of  its  women. 
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modesty  and  decorum  were  as  litde  regarded  as 
the  rules  of  Aristotle.  The  favourite,  whose  name 
was  Famikhoai,  was  passionately  fond  of  these 
diversions,  and  «ven  made  her  women  sometimes 
represent  Arabian  pieces  before  the  Dey;  wherein 
aiie  herself  played  a  part,  and  charmed  all  the 
spectators  by  the  grace  and  vivacity  of  her  action. 
I  being  one  day  among  the  musicians,  at  a  repr^ 
sentation  of  this  kind,  Solyman  ordered  me  lo 
play  upon  the  guitar,  and  sing  alone,  between  the 
acts,  i  had  the  good  fortune  to  please,  was  very 
much  applauded,  and  the  favourite  seemed  to  look 
upon  me  with  a  favourable  eye. 

The  very  next  day,  while  I  was  busied  in  wa- 
tering the  orange-trees  in  the  garden,  an  eunuch 
passing  by  me,  without  stopping  or  speaking  one 
word,  dropped  a  billet  at  my  feet:  I  took  it  up  in 
a  confusion  made  up  of  fear  and  joy.  I  lay  down 
upon  the  ground,  that  I  might  not  be  seen  from 
the  windows  of  the  seraglio,  and  concealing  myseL 
behind  the  boxes  in  which  the  orange-trees  were 
planted,  opened  the  letter,  in  which  I  found  a 
pretty  valuable  diamond,  and  these  words  in  good 
Castilian : 

*'  Young  Christian,  thank  heaven  for 
thy  captivity — Love  and  fortune  will  make  thee 
happy — Love,  if  thou  art  sensible  to  the  charms  of 
a  beautiful  woman  :  and  fortune,  if  thou  hast  cou- 
rage to  despise  the  greatest  danger.'^ 

I  did  not  in  the  least  doubt  th^t  the  letter  came 
from  the  favourite  Sultana  z  the  style  and  diamond 

eTsuaded  me  that  she  must  have  been  the  author, 
esides  that  I  am  not  naturally  very  timorous,  the 
vanity  of  being  in  the  good  graces  of  a  grand 
lignor's  mistress,  and  more  than  that,  the  hope  of 
getting  from  her  four  times  as  much  money  as 
would  be  necessary  for  my  ransom,  made  me  form 
the  design  of  achieving  that  adventure,  whatever 
dangers  might  attend  it    I  c<mtinued  my  woric. 
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wamSfog  upon  the  mevis  of  eniering  the  maftmeiit 
of  Farrukhnaz,  or  rather  expecting  that  she  would 
pave  the  way  ;  for  I  concluded  that  she  would  not 
3top  there,  but  at  least  be  at  more  than  half  the 
trouble.  I  was  not  mistaken :  the  same  eunuch 
hat  passed  me  before  repassed  an  hour  after,  and 
aid,  **  Christian,  hast  thou  considered,  and  wilt 
thoujiave  the  boldness  to  follow  me  ?" — I  answered 
"Yes."  He  replied,  "Very  well:  heaven  pre- 
serve thee.  Thou  shalt  see  me  again  to-morrow 
morning.''  So  saying,  he  retired.— Next  day  he 
appeared  accordingly  about  eight  in  the  morning, 
and  beckoned  me  to  him.  I  obeyed  the  signal,  and 
he  conducted  me  into  a  hall,  where  there;  was  a 
large  piece  of  linen,  which  another  eunuch  and  he 
had  brought  thither,  and  which  they  were  to  carry 
to  the  Sultana,  for  the  decoration  of  an  Arabian 
piece  that  she  was  preparing  for  the  entertainmen 
of  the  Dey. 

The  two  eunuchs  having  spread  out  the  cloth, 
laid  me  along  within  it,  and  at  the  hazard  of  my 
being  suffocated,  rolled  it  up  again,  with  me  in  the 
middle :  then,  each  taking  one  end  of  it,  carried 
me  thus,  unquestioned,  into  the  bed-chamber  of  the 
fair  Cachemirian,  who  had  nobody  with  her  but 
an  old  slave  devoted  to  her  pleasure.  When  the 
two  unrolled  the  cloth,  Farrukhnaz,  at  sight  o. 
me,  broke  forth  into  transports  of  joy,  that  well 
discovered  the  genius  of  women  in  that  country.-* 
Bold  as  I  naturally  was,  I  could  not  see  mysel. 
transported,  all  of  a  sudden,  into  the  secret  apart- 
ment of  the  women,  without  being  seized  with  fear. 
The  lady  easily  perceived  it,  and,  in  order  to  dissi- 
pate my  apprehension,  said,  "Young  man^  fear 
nothing :  Solyman  is  gone  to  his  country  house, 
where  he  will  remain  all  day ;  so  that  we  may 
converse  together  freely." 

Encouraged  by  these  words,  I  assumed  a  look 
that  redoubled  the  favourite's  joy.  "  I  am  pleased 
with  your  person  (said  she)  and  intend  to  soften 
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the  rigour  of  yoar  slavery  :  I  believe  you  worthy 
of  the  sentiments  I  have  conceived  for  you;  for 
though  yon  are  in  the  dress  of  a  slave,  you  have  a 
noble  and  gallant  air,  that  shows  you  are  not  o& 
the  vulgar.  Speak  freely,  and  tell  me  who  you 
are.  I  know  that  captives  of  a  noble  birth  dis- 
guise their  rank,  that  they  may  be  redeemed  at  an 
easier  rate ;  but  you  have  no  occasion  to  behave  in 
that  manner  with  me  :  I  should  even  be  affronted 
at  such  a  precaution,  since  I  promise  to  set  you  at 
liberty.  Be  sincere,  therefore,  and  confess  that  you 
are  a  young  man  of  a  good  family."—"  Truly, 
madam  (I  replied)  it  would  be  ingratitude  in  me  to 
repay  your  generosity  with  dissimulation;  and 
since  you  absolutely  charge  me  to  reveal  my 
quality,  you  must  be  satisfied.  I  am  the  son  Oa 
a  Spanish  grandee."  Perhaps  I  spoke  truth :  at 
least  the  Sultana  believed  it ;  and,  pleased  that  she 
had  thrown  her  eyes  upon  a  gentleman  of  im- 
portance, assured  me  that  it  should  not  be  her 
fault    if  we  did  not  see  one  another  often  in 

rrivate.  We  had  a  pretty  long  conversation,  and 
never  saw  a  more  engaging  woman :  she  under- 
stood several  languages,  especially  the  Castilian, 
which  she  spoke  pretty  well.  When  she  judged  it 
time  for  us  to  part,  I  went,  by  her  order,  into  an 
osier  basket,  covered  with  a  flowered  silk,  the  work 
of  her  own  hand.  Then  the  two  slaves  who 
brought  me  in  were  called,  and  carried  me  out  as 
a  present  from  the  favourite  to  the  Dey  .  a  thing 
sacred  to  all  the  men  who  are  entrusted  with  the 
guard  of  the  women. 

Farrukhnaz  and  I  found  other  means  of  seeing 
one  another,  and  that  amiable  captive  inspired  me 
with  almost  as  much  love  for  her  as  she  had  for 
me.  Our  intelligence  remained  secret  during^  two 
months,  although  it  is  very  diflicult  in  a  seraglio  to 
conceal  the  mysteries  of  love  so  long  from  the 
Arguses  that  watch  it  But  an  unlucky  accident 
^ifooacerted  our  small  affairs,  and  my  fortune  was 
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«n|jrely  changed.  One  da}%  when  I  had  been 
introduced  to  the  Sultana  in  the  body  of  an  arti- 
fidal  dragon,  that  was  made  for  a  show,  and  was 
conversing  with  her,  Solyman,  who  I  imagined 
was  busy  in  the  country,  interrupted  us,  and 
:ntered  so  hastily  into  the  apartment  of  his  fa- 
ourite,  that  the  old  slave  scarce  had  time  to 
advertise  us  of  hist^arrival ;  consequently  I  had 
no  leisure  to  conceal  myself,  and  therefore  was  the 
first  object  that  presented  itself  to  the  view  of 
the  Dey. 

He  seemed  astonished  at  the  sight  of  me,  and 
his  eyes  kindled  with  fury.  I  looked  upon  myself 
as  one  that  touched  his  last  moment,  and  already 
imagined  myself  under  the  torture.  As  for  Far- 
rukhnax,  I  perceived  that  she  was  terrified  indeed : 
but,  instead  of  owning  her  crime,  and  asking  par* 
don,  she  said  to  Solyman,  ''Signor,  before  you 
pronounce  my  sentence,  deign  to  hear  my  de- 
fence :  appearances  doubtless  condemn  me,  and  I 
seem  to  have  committed  a  piece  of  treason  worthy 
of  4ie  most  horrible  chastisement.  I  have  brought 
this  young  captive  hither,  and,  in  order  to  intro- 
duce him  into  my  apartment,  have  used  the  same 
artifice  which  I  would  have  employed,  if  I  had 
entertained  a  violent  passion  for  him.  Neverthe- 
less, I  take  our  holy  prophet  to  witness,  that,  not- 
withstanding this  conduct,  I  am  not  unfaithful.  I 
had  a  mind  to  converse  with  this  Christian  slave, 
in  order  to  detach  him  firom  his  sect,  and  engage 
him  to  follow  that  of  the  believers.  I  have  found 
n  him  such  a  resistance  as  I  expected ;  but,  how- 
ever, I  have  conquered  his  prejudice,  and  he  has 
promised  to  embrace  Mahometanism." 

I  own,  I  ought  to  have  contradicted  the  favour- 
ite, without  any  regard  to  the  dangerous  conjunc* 
ture  in  which  I  was :  but  being  in  the  utmost  de- 
jection of  spirit,  affected  with  the  danger  in  ^hich 
I  saw  a  woman  whom  I  loved,  and  trembling  for 
myself,    I  remained  speechless  and  confused:    I 
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could  not  Utter  one  word,  and  the  Dey,  persuaded 
by  my  silence  that  his  mistress  said  nothing  but  the 
truth,  was  appeased.  ^  Madam  (said  be)  I  an 
willing  fo  believe  that  yon  have  not  injured  me, 
and  that  a  desire  of  doing  a  thing  agreeable  to  the 
prophet  has  engaged  you  to  hazard  such  a  delicate 
action.  I  forgive  your  imprudence,  therefore,  pro- 
vided this  captive  takes  the  turban  immediately." 
He  sent  for  a  Marabou*  that  instant;  I  was 
clothed  with  a  Turkish  dress,  and  did  all  that  was 
required,  without  having  power  to  resist*  Or 
rather,  I  was  ignorant  of  what  I  did,  so  much  wei 
my  senses  disordered.  How  many  ChristiaDS  ar 
there,  who  would  have  been  as  base  as  I  was  on 
such  an  occasion  f 

After  the  ceremony,  1  quitted  the  seraglio,  onde. 
the  name  of  Sidy  Hali,  to  exercise  a  small  em 
ployment  bestowed  upon  me  by  Solyman.    I  neve, 
saw  the  Sultana  again ;  but  one  of  her  ennnchi 
coming  to  me  one  day,  brought  from  her  a  presen 
ot  jewels  worth  two  thousand  suhanins  of  g«dd, 
wiA  a  billet  in  which  the  lady  assured  roe,  tha 
she  would  never  forget  my  generous  complaisance, 
in  suffering  myself  to  be  made  a  Mahometan  in 
order  to  save  her  life.    Truly,  besides  the  presents 
I  received  from  Farrukhnaz,  I  obtained  through 
her  an  employment  more  considerable  than  the 
first,  and  in  less  than  seven  years  became  one  oi 
the  richest  renegadoes  in  the  city  of  Alg^er. 

Ton  may  well  believe  that  if  I  assisted  at  the 
prayers  which  the  Mussulmen  put  up  in  their 
mosques,  and  fulfilled  the  other  duties  of  their 
religion,  it  was  only  out  of  pure  grimace.  I  pre* 
served  a  determined  resolution  to  re-enter  into  th 
bosom  of  the  church  ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  t 
withdraw  one  day  into  Spain  or  Italy  with  iim 
riches  which  I  should  amass.  In  the  meatf  time  1 
lived  very  agreeably ;  was  lodged  in  a  fine  hoasCi 

*  Marabous  arc  Mahometan  priests. 
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had  ioperb  gardens,  a  great  number  of  slaves,  and 
very  handsome  women  in  my  seraglio.  Though, 
the  use  of  wine  is  forbid  in  that  country  to  Maho» 
metans,  they  do  not  fail,  for  the  most  part,  to  drink 
it  in  private.  As  for  my  own  part,  I  drank  it 
without  ceremony,  as  almost  all  renegadoes  do.  I 
remember  I  had  two  companions  with  whom  I 
oAen  committed  a  debauch  within  the  night  One 
was  a  Jew,  the  other  an  Arabian,  and  both,  as  I 
imagined,  honest  men ;  so  that  I  lived  with  them  in 
the  greatest  familiarity.  One  evening,  I  invited 
them  to  supper,  and  a  dog,  of  which  I  was  pas* 
sionately  fond  having  died  that  day,  we  bathed  his 
body,  and  buried  it  with  all  the  ceremony  that  is 
observed  at  the  funerals  of  the  Mahometans.  In 
so  doing  we  had  no  intention  to  ridicule  the 
Mussulman  religion,  but  only  to  amuse  ourselves^ 
and  gratify  a  foolish  whim  that  seized  us  in  the 
middle  of  our  debauch,  to  render  the  last  duties  to 
my  dog. 

This  action,  however,  had  well  nigh  ruined  me. 
Next  day,  a  man  came  to  my  house,  and  said, 
**  Signor  Sidy  Hall,  I  am  come  hither  on  an  im- 
portant affair.  The  Cady*  wants  to  speak  with 
you  :  take  the  trouble,  if  you  please,  to  go  to  his 
house  immediately  :  an  Arabian-  merchant,  who 
supped  with  you  last  night,  has  informed  him  of  a 
certain  impiety  committed  by  you,  with  regard  to 
a  dog  which  you  buried.  For  this  reason  I  summon 
you  to  appear  this  day  before  that  judge,  otherwise 
I  give  you  notice  that  you  will  be  proceeded 
against  in  a  criminal  manner."  So  saying,  he  went 
way,  leaving  me  thunderstruck  with  this  citation. 
The  Arabian  had  no  cause  to  complain  of  me,  and 
I  could  not  comprehend  the  traitor's  reason  for 
playing  me  this  tricL  Nevertheless,  the  thing  was 
not  to  be  neglected.    I  knew  the  Cady  was  a  man 


*  The  Cadj  is  the  ciTil  mag'istrato  in  every  town  m 
Turkey. 
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•rvcre  in  ajmevaace,  bat  not  at  all  lernpriowa  it 
bottom ;  so  I  pat  two  hondrtd  toltaoins  of  gold 
iota  aay  pone,  and  repairad  to  bis  boose.  He 
carried  me  into  his  closet,  and  said,  witb  a  stern 
look,  '^You  are  an  impious,  sacrilegioas,  and 
abominable  man  :  you  bave  interred  a  dog  like  a 
Mnssnlman:  wbatborrid  profanation!  Is  it  thns 
then  yon  regard  our  most  sacred  ceremonies  ?  and 
did  yon  become  a  Mahometan  only  to  make  a  jest 
of  onr  worships  i — **  Mr.  Cady  (I  replied)  the  Ara- 
bian who  has  made  such  a  malicious  report  of  me, 
tiiat  false  friend,  is  an  accomplice  of  my  crime,  if 
't  be  a  crime  to  grant  the  honours  of  burial  to  a 
bithful  doDiestic— -an  animal  that  possessed  a 
thousand  good  qualities^  He  loyed  people  of  merit 
and  distinction  so  much,  that  even  m  his  last 
moments,  a»  a  testimony  of  his  friendship,  he  has 
left  them  his  whole  fortune  by  a  will,  of  which  I 
am  the  sole  executor.  He  bequeaths  twenty 
crowns  to  one,  thirty  to  another ;  and,  sir,  he  has 
not  forgot  you  (added  I,  taking  out  my  purse ;)  here 
are  two  hundred  sukanins  of  gold  which  he  charged 
me  to  give  you."  The  Cady,,  losing  his  gravity  at 
this  discourse,  could  not  help  laughing,  and,  as  we 
were  alone^  took  the  purse  without  ceremony, 
saying,  while  he  dismissed  me,  '^  Go,  Signor  Sidy 
Hali ;  you  have  done  well  to  inter  with  pomp  and 
honour  a  dog  who  had  so  much  consideratuia  for 
persons  of  worth." 

By  these  means  I  extricated  myself  out  of  this 
affair,  whic)i,  if  it  did  not  make  me  more  wise, 
rendered  me  at  least  mo/re  circumspect  for  the 
iiiture.  I  no  longer  drank  with  the  Arabian,  nor 
even  with  the  Jew ;  but  chose  for  a  companion  at 
my  cups,  a  young  gendeman  of  Leghorn,  called 
Azarini,  who  was  my  own  slave.  I  was  not  like 
the  rest  of  the  renegadoes,  who  are  generally  more 
cruel  to  slaves  dian  the  Turks  themselves  ;  all  my 
captives  waited  very  patiently  for  their  redemption' 
and  indeed  1  treated  them  so  gently,  that  some- 
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tiiaes  they  told  me,  they  were  more  liraid  of 
changing  their  master,  than  desirous  of  liberty, 
whatever  charm9  it  has  for  people  in  a  state  of 
bondage. 

One  day  the  Dey's  vessek  returned  with  con- 
siderable prizes,  bringing  in  more  than  an  hundred 
slaves  of  both  sexes,  whom  they  had  taken  on  the 
coasts  of  Spain.  Solyman  kept  but  a  very  small 
number,  and  the  rest  were  exposed  to  sale :  I 
arrived  in  the  market-place,  and  bou^t  a  Spanish 
girl,  about  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  who  wept 
bitterly,  and  seemed  in  despair*  I  was  surprised 
to  see  one  of  her  age  so  sensible  of  captivity ;  and 
bid  her,  in  Castilian,  moderate  her  slffliction,  as- 
suring her  that  she  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a 
master  who  did  not  want  humanity  though  he 
wore  a  turban.  The  young  creature,  whose  mind 
was  still  engrossed  by  her  sorrow,  did  not  hear 
what  I  said  :  she  did  nothing  but  sob,  complain  of 
her  fate,  and,  from  time  to  time,  cry  with  a  piteous 
accent,  ''  O  my  mother !  why  are  we  separated  }  I 
should  have  patience  were  we  together.'  In  pro- 
nouncing these  words,  she  turned  her  eyes  towards 
a  woman  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age,  who 
stood  a  few  paces  from  her,  and,  with  a  downcast 
look,  waited  in  sullen  silmce  until  somebody  should 
purchase  her.  I  asked  the  young  girl,  if  the  person 
she  looked  at  was  her  mother  ?  ^'  Yes,  alas!  Signor 
(she  replied)  in  the  name  of  God,  do  not  part  us." — 
"  Well,  my  child  (said  I)  if  it  is  necessary  for  your 
consolation  that  you  should  be  together,  you  shall 
soon  be  satisfied."  At  the  same  time  I  approached 
the  mother,  in  order  to  bid  for  her :  but  I  no  sooner 
•  beheld  her  face  than  I  recollected,  with  all  the 
emotion  you  can  imagine,  the  features,  the  indivi- 
dual countenance  of  Lucinda !  *'  Just  heaven !  '(said 
I  to  myself)  'tis  my  own  mother !  'tb  dopbtiess  she 
herself!"  As  for  her,  whether  the  deep  affliction 
occasioned  by  her  misfortunes  made  all  the  objects 
Uiat  surrounded  her  appear  to  her  as  euemies,  or 
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diat  my  dress  disguised  me,  or  rather  that  I  waa 
mach  altered  in  twelve  years,  during  which  she 
had  not  se^  me,  I  know  not,  but  she  did  not  at  all 
remember  me. 

Having  bought  her  also,  I  carried  them  both  to 
my  house,  where,  designing  to  give  them  the  plea- 

ure  of  knowing  who  I  was,  ^  Madam  (said  I  to 
liQcinda)  is  it  possible  that  my  features  do  not 

trike  youf  Have  my  whiskers  and  turban  disguised 
me  so  much,  that  you  do  not  know  your  son 
Raphael!"    My  mother  starting  at  these  words, 

onsidered  my  countenance,  recollected  me,  and 
we  embraced  one  another  with  great  tenderness.  I 
then  embraced  her  daughter,  who  perhaps  knew  no 
more  of  having  a  brother,  than  I  of  having  a  sister. 
**  Confess  (said  I  to  my  mother)  that  in  all  your 
theatrical  pieces,  you  have  not  a  recognition  so 
original  as  this." — ^  Son  (answered  she  sighing)  I 
was  at  first  rigoiced  to  see  you  again,  but  now  my 

oy  is  converted  into  grief.  In  what  a  situation, 
alas !  do  I  find  you !  My  slavery  gives  me  a  thou- 
sand times  less  pain  than  that  odious  dress." — **  In 
good  faith,  madam  (said  I,  interrupting  her  with  a 
laugh)  I  admire  your  delicacy,  which  to  be  sure  is 
very  commendable  in  an  actress.  Why,  good  God ! 
mother,  you  must  be  greatly  altered  if  my  meta- 
morphosis oflends  you  so  much :  instead  of  finding 
ftiult  with  my  turban,  look  upon  me  rather  as  an 
actor  who  plays  the  part  of  a  Turk  upon  the  stage. 
Though  I  am  a  renegado,  I  am  no  more  a  Mussulman 
now  than  when  I  was  in  Spain ;  and  at  bottom  I 
foel  myself  still  attached  to  my  religion  :  when  you 
shall  know  the  adventures  that  have  happened  to 
me  in  this  country,  you  will  excuse  my  conduct 
Iiove  was  my  crime,  and  I  sacrifice  to  that  dei^: 
I  anr  somewhat  of  your  disposition,  I  assure  yon. 
There  is  still  another  reason  (added  I)  which  ought 
to  moderate  your  displeasure  in  seeing  me  thus 
situated.  You  ejq)ected  to  suffer  in  Algiers  a 
rigorous  captivity ;  and  you- find  in  your  master  a 
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SOD,  tender,  respectful,  and  rich  enough  to  maintaiii 
you  here  in  abundance,  until  we  can  lay  h6ld  of 
ati  occasion  of  returning  certainly  into  Spsun.  So 
that  you  must  allow  that  proverb  to  be  tme, 
which  says,  Mt  is  an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody 
good.' " 

"  Son  (said  Lucinda  to  me)  since  you  design  to 
repass  one  day  into  your  own  country,  aqd  there 
abjure  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  I  am  comforted. 
Thank  heaven  !  (condnued  she)  that  I  shall  be  able 
to  carry  back  your  sister  Beatrice,  safe  and  sound, 
into  Castile.** — "  Tes,  madam  (cried  I)  you  shall 
have  it  in  your  power:  we  will  go  all  three  together 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  rejoin  the  rest  of  our 
family ;  for  I  suppose  you  have  more  marks  of  your 
fruitmlness  in  Spain.*' — "  No  !  (said  my  mother)  I 
have  no  other '  children  than  you  two,  and  yon 
must  know  that  Beatrice  is  the  fruit  of  lawfid 
wedlock." — "  Why  (I  resumed)  did  you  give  my 
Bttle  sister  that  advantage  over  me  f  How  could 
you  resolve  to  marry  ?  I  have  heard  you  say  an 
hundred  times,  during  my  childhood,  that  yoa 
could  not  forgive  a  handsome  woman  for  taking  a 
husband.*' — "  Every  season  has  its  reason,  my  son, 
(she  replied :)  men  of  the  most  firm  resolution  are 
apt  to  change ;  and  would  you  have  a  woman  be 
more  constant.^  I  will  (added  she)  recount  mv 
history  after  you  left  Madrid.**  Then  she  madfe 
the  following  narration,  which,  as  it  is  cnrions,  I 
will  favour  you  with. 

*^  If  you   remember  it  (said  my  mother)  yoa 

auitted  young  Leganez  about  thirteen  years  ago :  al 
lat  dme  the  duke  of  Medina  Celi  told  me,  that 
he  would  come  and  sup  with  me  in  private  one 
evening :  he  appointed  the  day,  when  I  wsuted  for 
that  nobleman,  who  came  accordindy,  and  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  please Jum^  [He  demanded 
the  sacrifice  of  all  the  H^s  he^  might  have :  I 
granted  his  request,  in  kii^, of  being  well  paid  jfbr 

my  condescension ;  and  my  hopes  were  not^^is^ 
£  l^pi.  U.  1  <\ 
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appointed  .  for  the  very  next  day  I  recrived  fim 
bim  considerable  presents,  whicn  were  followed  by 
many  more,  daring  the  course  of  our  correspond- 
ence. I  was  afraid  that  I  should  not  be  able  to 
detain  a  man  of  such  high  rank  a  long  time  in  my 
fetters ;  and  this  I  dreaded  the  more,  because  T 
knew  very  well  that  he  bad  escaped  from  cele- 
brated  beauties,  whose  chains  he  had  broke  almost 
as  soon  as  be  bad  bore  them.  Nevertheless,  far 
from  beinff  every  day  less  and  less  pleased  with  my 
favours,  his  raptures  seemed  rather  to  increase :  in 
abort,  1  bad  the  art  to  amuse  him,  and  hinder  his 
heart,  naturally  inconstant^  from  giving  way  to  ita 
usual  levity. 

<<  He  bad  been  attached  to  me  already  three 
months,  and  I  bad  room  to  flatter  myself  that  hia 
passion  would  be  of  long  duration  y  when  one  o* 
my  she-friends  and  I  went  to  an  assembly,  where 
be  happened  to  be  with  his  duchess,  in  order  to 
bear  a  concert  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music 
We  chanced  to  place  ourselves  pretty  near  the 
duchess,  who  was  pleased  to  take  it  amiss  that  I 
should  presume  to  appear  in  a  place  where  she 
was,  and  sent  a  message  to  me  by  one  of  her 
women,  desiring  that  I  would  immediately  with- 
draw. I  returned  an  insolent  answer,  which  in- 
censed the  duchess  so  much,  that  she  complained 
of  it  to  her  husband^  who  came  to  me  in  person, 
and  said,  '  Retire,  Lucinda  y  though  noblemen  of 
my  rank  attach  diemselves  to  such  little  creatures 
as  you,  they  must  not  forget  themselves  alto- 
gether :  if  we  love  you  more  than  our  wives,  we 
honour  our  wives  more  than  you  ^  and  as  often  as 
nu,  have  the  insolence  to  put  yourselves  in  com- 
fi^ution  with  them,  you  will  always  have  the  mor- 
UiiCation  to  be  treated  with  indignity.' 

"  J^uckily  for  me,  the  Duke  spoke  this  in  a  tone 
':!  voice  so  low,  that  not  one  word  was  overheard 
ii^  tlie  people  around  us.  I  withdrew,  covered 
miih  shame,  and  wept  with  vexatioa  for  the  aflront 
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I  had  reedved.  To  crown  my  confasion,  the  ac- 
ton and' actresses  got  notice  of  the  adventure  that 
very  evening :  one  would  think  these  people  enter- 
tain a  daemon,  who  delights  in  reporting  to  one 
whatever  happens  to  another.  If  an  actor,  for  ex- 
ample, is  gailty  of  some  extravagant  action  in  a 
debauch,  or  an  actress  enters  into  articles  with  a 
rich  gallant,  the  company  is  immediately  informed  . 
of  the  circumstance.  All  my  comrades,  therefore, 
knew  what  happened  at  the  concert,  and  God 
knows  how  they  rejoiced  at  my  expence.  A  spirit 
of  charity,  which  reigns  among  them,  usually  ma- 
nifests itself  on  these  occasions.  I  put  myself^ 
however,  above  thrir  tittle-tattle,  and  consoled 
myself  for  the  loss  of  the  Duke  de  Medina  Cell, 
for  he  visited  me  no  more ;  and  I  learned  a  few 
days  after,  that  a  Carthusian  nun  had  made  a  con- 
quest of  Um. 

'*  When  a  lady  belonging  to  the  theatre  has  the 
good  fortune  to  be  in  vogue,  she  cannot  want 
lovers ;  and  the  passion  of  a  grandee,  though  it 
does  not  last  above  three  days,  greatly  enhances 
her  price.  I  found  myself  besieged  with  adorers, 
as  soon  as  it  was  known  in  Madrid  that  the  Duke 
had  forsaken  me.  Those  rivals  whom  I  had  sacri- 
ficed to  him,  more  captivated  by  my  charms  than 
cv«r,  returned  in  crowds,  as  candidates  for  my 
favour :  I  received  homage  from  a  thousand  other 
hearts,  and  was  never  so  much  in  fashion  before 
Of  all  the  men  who  courted  my  graces,  a  fat  Grer- 
man,  gendeman  to  the  Duke  d'Ossuna,  seemed  the 
most  eager.  He  had  not  a  very  amiable  person, 
but  attracted  my  attention  by  a  thousand  pistoles, 
which  he  had  amassed  in  the  service  of  his  master, 
and  which  he  squandered  away,  in  order  to  be 
deemed  worthy  of  being  in  the  list  of  my  happy 
gallants.  As  long  as  this  worthy  admirer,  whose 
name  was  Brutandorf,  had  money  to  spend,  I  gave 
him  a  favourable  reception;  but,  "when  he  was 
mined,  he  found  my  door  always  shut  against  him. 
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This  proceeding  of  mine  displeftsed  him,  and  b 
came  to  search  for  me  at  the  theatre  during  die 
play.  He  found  me  behind  the  scenes,,  and  began 
to  reproach  me  for  my  ingratitade.  I  laaghed  in 
his  face,  at  which  he  aras  enraged,  and  gave  me  a 
box  on  the  ear,  like  a  blunt  G«rman  as  he  was :  1 
shrieked  aloud,  interrupted  the  representation^ 
appeared  upon  the  stage,  and  addressing  myself  to 
the  Duke  d'Ossnna,  who  was  present  with  the 
Duchess  his  lady,  demanded  justice  for  the  Ger- 
man behaviour  of  his  gentleman.  The  duke  or* 
dered  us  to  go  on  with  the  play,  and  said  he  wouhi 
hear  the  parties  when  we  had  finished  the  piece. 
As  soon  as  it  was  over,  I  presented  myself,  in  a 
good  deal  of  emotion,  before  the  Dake,  and  sis^ 
nified  my  grievance  in  a  pathetic  manner  t  as  for 
the  German,  he  employed  but  a  few  words  in  his 
defence ;  be  said,  ^  That,  far  from  repenting  what 
he  had  done^  he  would  do  it  again  oo  the  same 
provocation.'  Both  parties  being  heard^  the  Duke 
d'Ossuna  said  to  my  adversary,  *  Brutandorf,  I 
dismiss  you  from  my  service ;  let  me  never  see  your 
&ce  again :  not  that  I  mind  your  having  strack  an 
actress,  but  am  offended  at  your  want  of  respect 
to  your  master  and  mistress,  by  presuming  to  dia* 
turb  the  entertainment  in  their  presence.' 

^*  This  sentence  I  could  not  digest :  I  was 
tally  piqued,  because  the  German  had  not 
tumea  away  on  account  of  his  insolence  to  me :  I 
*magined  that  such  an  affront  put  upon  an  actresa 
ought  to  have  been  as  severely  punished  as  petty 
treason,  and  I  had  laid  my  account  with  seeing  the 
gentleman  undergo  some  terrible  infliction.  Thia 
disagreeable  event  undeceived,  and  convinced  me^ 
that  the  world  always  makes  a  distinction  between 
the  players  and  the  characters  they  represent  1 
was,  for  this  reason,  disgusted  with  the  stage^ 
which  I  resolved  to  abandon,  and  go  to  live  at  a 
great  distance  from  Madrid.  I  accordingly  chose 
the  city  of  Valencia  for  the  place  of  my  retreat^ 
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•imI  dddier  I  repaired  incognito,  with  the  valae  of 
twen^  thousand  ducats,  in  jewels  and  cash :  a 
fortune,  as  I  thought,  sufficient  to  maintain  me 
during  the  rest  of  my  days,  since  I  designed  to 
lead  a  very  retired  life.  I  took  a  small  house  at 
Valencia,  and  had  no  other  domestics  than  a  maid- 
servant and  a  page^  to  whom  I  was  as  little  known 
as  to  the  whole  city.  I  pretended  to  be  a  widow 
of  an  officer  of  the  king's  household  ;  and  said,  I 
came  to  aattle  at  Valencia,  because  it  had  the  re- 
putation of  bemg  one  of  the  most  agreeable  placed 
in  Spain.  I  saw  but  very  little  company,  and  ob- 
•erved  inch  a  regular  conduct,  that  I  was  never 
floqpected  of  having  been  an  actress.  In  spite  of 
■«iy  oare,  however,  to  keep  myself  concealed,  I  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  a  gentleman,  who  had  a 
country  bouse  near  Patema.  He  was  a  very  well- 
made  cavalier,  between  thirty-five  and  for^  years 
of  age,  but  withal  a  nobleman  very  much  in  debt ; 
which  is  no  great  rarity  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia, 
more  than  in  other  countries. 

<<  This  Signor  Hidalgo,^  finding  my  person  to 
hb  liking,  wanted  to  know  if  I  could  answer  his 
purpose  in  other  respects :  for  this  end,  he  nncou- 
^ed  his  spies  to  make  discoveries,  and  had  the 
pleasure  to  learn  from  their  report,  that,  besides 
«ome  share  of  beauty,  I  was  a  widow  of  good  for- 
Cone.  He  looked  upon  me,  therefore,  as  a  suitable 
match,  and,  in  a  little  time,  an  honest  old  gentie- 
woman  came  to  my  house,  and  told  me,  from  him, 
that,  being  equally  charmed  with  my  beauty  and 
virtue,  he  made  a  tender  of  his  heart,  and  was 
ready  to  conduct  me  to  the  altar,  as  soon  as  I 
would  &vour  him  with  my  hand.  I  asked  three 
days  to  deliberate  upon  his  proposal,  and  inform 
myself  of  his  character ;  which  was  so  engaging, 

*  Hidalgo  (in  Spanish^  is  a  gentleman ;  literallv  some- 
kody^'s  sea,  in  contradistuieltoD  to  those  whe  are  &ie  sons 
of  nobudjr. 
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tb«t.  aldKNigii  I  was  not  ignoniit  of  his  silmtiflft, 
I  easily  detenniDed  to  many  him  in  a  short  time 
after. 

<<  Don  Manuel  de  Xercia  (so  was  my  husband 
called)  carried  me  immediately  to  his  castle,  that 
had  a  very  antique  air,  of  which  he  was  not  a  litde 
vain.  He  pretended  that  one  of  his  aneestors  had 
caused  it  to  be  built;  and  from  thence  concluded 
that  there  was  not  a  more  ancient  house  in  Spain 
than  that  of  Xercia.  But  this  title  of  nobility,  fidr 
as  it  was,  had  like  to  have  been  destroyed  by  time, 
for  the  castle,  which  they  were  obliged  to  prop  up 
in  several  parts,  threatened  immediate  ruin.  How 
happy,  therefore,  was  Don  Manuel  in  marrying  me! 
more  than  half  my  money  was  employed  in  r^ 
parations ;  and  the  rest  served  to  put  us  in  a  co»- 
dition  of  making  a  £gure  in  the  country.  Behold 
me  then  (to  use  the  expression)  in  a  new  worid, 
changed  into  the  nymph  of  a  castle,  and  lady  of  a 
parish.  Here  was.  a  metamorphosis !  and  I  was  too 
good  an  actress,  not  to  support,  wilh  dignity,  the 
splendour  with  which  I  was  invested  by  my  rank* 
I  assumed  lofty  theatrical  airs,  which  made  the 
village  conceive  an  high  idea  of  my  birth.  How 
merry  would  they  have  been  at  my  ezpence,  had 
they  known  the  truth  of  the  matter !  me  nobility 
in  the  neighbourhood  would  have  bestowed  upon 
me  a  thousand  taunts,  and  the  peasants  abated  a 
great  deal  of  the  respect  they  showed  me. 

*'  I  had  lived  happily  near  six  years  with  Don 
Manuel,  when  he  died,  leaving  my  affairs  in  great 

Cerplexity,  with  your  uster  Beatrice,  then  going  in 
er  fifth  year^  The  castle,  which  was  all  the  estate 
we  had,  was  unluckily  engaged  to  several  cre- 
ditors, the  chief  of  whom  was  one  Bernard  As> 
tuto,*  whose  name  seemed  very  well  adapted  fa 
his  character:  he  practised  at  Valencia  the  business 


*  Astute  is  a  Spsnish  ward  sigaifyios  call 

^UDg. 
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tif  an  iittorney,  which  he  exercised  with  consum- 
route  fikili,  having  studied  the  law,  in  order  to 
qualify  himself  for  cheating  with  the  greatest  dex- 
terity. What  a  terrible  creditor  he  was !  a  castle 
under  the  claws  of  such  an  attorney  is  like  a 
pigeon  in  the  talons  of  a  kite*  Accordingly,  Signor 
Astuto,  as  soon  as  he  understood  the  dea^h  of  my 
husband,  did  not  fail  to  besiege  the  castle,  which 
he  would  undoubtedly  have  blown  up  by  the  mines 
which  chicanery  began  to  prepare,  had  not  my 
good  genius  inteiposed,  and  ordered  it  so,  as  that 
my  besieger  became  my  slave.-  1  had  the  good 
fortune  to  captivate  him,  during  an  interview  we 
had  on  die  subject  of  the  law-suit.  I  spared  no- 
thing, I  own,  to  inspire  him  with  a  passion  for  me* 
the  desire  of  saving  my  land  maae  me  practise 
tipon  him  aU  those  languishing  airs  which  had 
often  succeeded  so  well.  Notwithstanding  all  my 
art,  I  was  afraid  of  being  bailed  by  the  attorney, 
who  was  so  ingulpfaed  in  business,  Uiat  he  did  not 
•eem  susceptible  of  an  amorous  impression.  Ne- 
vertheless, this  sullen  awkward  scrawler  took  mcHne 
pleasure  in  looking  at  me  than  I  imagined. 
'  Madam  (said  he)  1  know  not  how  to  make  love : 
I  have  already  applied  to  my  profession  so  closely 
as  to  neglect  the  methods  and  customs  of  gal- 
lantry ;  but,  however,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the 
essential  part ;  and,  therefore,  to  come  to  the  point, 
I  assure  you,  that  if  you  will  give  me  your  hand, 
we  will  bum  the  whole  proceedings ;  I  will  bubble 
the  other  creditors  who  join  in  the  suit  against 
yout  you  shall  enjoy  the  life-rent,  and  your  daugh- 
ter the  property  of  the  land.'  My  own  interest, 
and  that  of  Beatrice,  did  not  permit  me  to  hesi- 
tate j  I  accepted  the  proposal,  and  the  attorney 
kept  his  promise.  He  turned  his  arms  against  the 
rest  of  the  creditors,  and  secured  me  in  the  pos- 
aettion  of  my  castle ;  and  this,  perhaps,  was  the 
firtt  time  of  his  having  befriended  the  widow  and 
tfie  orphan. 
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**  I  bccaae,  therefore,  ma  attorney's  wife,  wiiliottl 
eeaiiiig  to  be  Udy  of  the  parish.  But  this  new 
narriage  cost  roe  the  esteem  of  the  gentry  in 
Valencia.  The  women  of  fashion  looked  upon  me 
as  one  who  had  degenerated,  and  therefore  would 
Bot  visit  me ;  so  &at  I  was  obliged  to  confine 
myself  to  an  acquaintance  among  citiiens :  a  cir- 
cumstance that  gave  me  some  uneasiness  at  first ; 
because  I  had  been  for  six  years  accustomed  to 
correspond  with  none  but  ladies  of  distinction : 
but  I  soon  consoled  myself,  and  became  acquainted 
with  the  wives  of  a  scrivener  and  two  attomies, 
whoee  characters  were  pleasant  enough ;  there  was 
tomething  ridiculous  in  their  behaviour,  that  di- 
vevled  me  very  much.  These  small  gentry  be^ 
lieved  themselves  ladies  of  some  consideration. 
^  Alas !  (said  I,  sometimes  to  myself,  whos  I  saw 
them  forget  th^nselves)  this  is  the  way  of  the 
world :  every  one  thinks  herself  better  than  her 
nmghbour.  I  imagined  that  actresses  wore  the 
oolv  people  that  did  not  know  themselves;  but  I 
find  tnat  citiiens'  wives  are  not  a  whit  more  wea^ 
looable.  I  wish  that,  by  way  of  punishment,  they 
were  obliged  to  keep  in  their  houses  the  pictures 
of  their  grandfathers :  in  good  faith,  they  would 
not  place  them  in  the  most  remarkaUe  apartment.' 

^*  After  having  been  married  four  years,  Signor 
Bernardo  Astuto  fell  sick,  and  died  without  chil- 
dren ;  so  that,  with  what  he  had  settled  upon  me 
at  our  marriage,  and  the  money  I  was  left  in  pofr- 
•esaioB  of,  I  found  myself  a  rich  widow,  and  had 
the  reputation  of  being  so«  On  this  report,  a 
Sicilian  gentleman,  whose  name  was  Colifichini, 
resolved  to  attach  himself  to  me,  in  order  to  ruin 
or  espouse  me,  for  he  left  me  the  choice.  He  bad 
come  fipom  Palermo  to  see  Spain,  and  after  having 
satisfied  his  curiosity,  waited  (as  he  said)  at  Var 
Umd%  for  an  importunity  of  repassing  into  Sicily. 
This  gentlematt  was  not  more  than  five^and-twenly 
years  of  a^^  genteelly  shaped,  though  iBudl  i  in 
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short,  I  liked  hit  appearance.    He  found  means  Co 

Seak  with  me  io  private,  and  I  will  frankly  own 
at  I  became  madly  fond  of  him  in  our  first  inter- 
view. On  his  side,  the  little  rogue  seemed  quite 
captivated  hy  my  charms ;  and  I  believe,  God  for* 
give  me,  we  should  have  married  one  another  im- 
mediately, had  the  attorney's  death,  which  was 
still  recent,  permitted  me  to  contract  a  new  en- 
ffagemetit  so  soon :  but,  ever  since  I  had  faUen 
into  the  state  of  matrimony,  I  maintained  tke 
punctilios  of  decorum. 

<<  We  agreed,  therefore,  to  defer  our  marriage 
for  some  time,  out  of  decency  ;  in  the  mean  time 
Colificbini  continued  his  addresses,  and  his  pas- 
sion, far  from  abating,  seemed  to  increase  daily. 
The  poor  young  man  was  not  very  well  provided 
with  cash :  I  perceived  it,  and  he  no  longer  wanted 
money  :  for,  besides  that* I  was  almost  twice  bis 
Hge,  1  remembered  that  I  had  laid  the  men  under 
contribution  in  my  youth,  and  I  looked  upon  what 
I  now  did  as  a  restitution  tha{  acquitted  my  coo- 
science.  We  waited  as  patiendy  as  we  could  for 
the  expiration  of  the  time  prescribed  by  custom 
for  women  to  remain  in  a  state  of  widowhood; 
and  then  went  to  the  altar,  where  we  mutualW 
bound  ourselves  in  the  indissoluble  ties  of  wed- 
lock :  we  afterwards  retired  to  my  castle,  where, 
I  may  say,  we  lived  two  years,  not  so  much  like 
husbuid  and  wife,  as  two  tender  lovers.  But, 
alas !  we  were  not  destined  to  be  long  happy  in 
one  another ;  a  fatal  pleurisy  robbed  me  of  my 
dear  Colificbini." 

Here  I  interrupted  my  mother,  crying,  '<  How ! 

madam  :  your  third  husband  dead  too !  you  most 

certainly  be  a  very  dangerous  tenement" — "  What 

could  I  do,  son  ?  (answered  Lucinda.)  Was  it  in  my 

power  to  prolong  the  days  that  heaven  had  ntun* 

beredf    If  I  have  lost  three  husbands,  I  could  not 

belp  it.    Two  of  them  I  regretted  very  much :  he 

for  whom  I  bad  the  least  regard  was  die  attorney  i 
E  t  Vol.  IL 
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4M  I  married  him  out  of  interest,  I  easily  consoled 
myself  for  his  death.  Bat  (added  she)  to  return  to 
Colifichini;  I  mast  tell  yon,  that  a  few  months 
after  his  decease,  having  a  mind  to  go  and  see^ 
with  my  own  eyes,  a  country-house  near  Palermo, 
which  he  had  assigned  to  me  as  a  jointure  in  our 
contract  ofmarriage,  I  embarked  with  my  daughter 
for  Sidly ;  but  we  were  taken  in  our  passage  by 
the  vessels  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  conducted 
into  this  city.  Happily  for  us,  you  chanced  to  be 
on  the  spot  where  we  were  put  up'to  sale,  other- 
wise we  might  have  fallen  into  the  hands  oC  some 
barbarous  master,  who  would  have  maltreated  us, 
and  undo*  whom  we  might  have  passed  our  whole 
life  in  bondage,  without  your  knowing  any  thing  ot 
the  matter." 

Such  was  my  mother's  narration ;  after  which| 
gentlemen,  I  gave  her  the  best  apartment  of  my 
house,  widi  the  liberty  of  living  as  she  should 
think  proper ;  a  permission  that  she  relished  very 
much.  She  had  contracted  such  a  habit  of  being 
in  love,  fi*om  the  repeated  attacks  of  that  pasuon, 
Aat  she  must  absolutely  have  either  a  husband  or 
a  gallant  At  first  sbe  cast  her  eves  on  wxAe  of 
my  slaves ;  but  Haly  Pegelin,  a  dreek  renegado, 
who  came  frequently  to  the  house,  soon  engrossed 
her  attention.  She  conceived  a  more  violent  pas- 
uon  for  him  than  ever  she  felt  for  Colifichini,  and 
she  was  so  much  mistress  of  the  art  of  pleasing, 
that  she  found  the  secret  of  charming  him  also.  I 
winked  at  their  intelligence,  and  thought  of  no- 
thing then  but  my  return  into  Spain.  The  Dey 
having  already  permitted  me  to  fit  out  a  vessel,  to 
cruise  and  commit  piracy,  I  was  busied  in  making 
preparations;  and,  eight  days  before  they  were 
finished,  said  to  Lucinda,  ^'  Madam,  we  shall  de* 
part  from  Algiers  in  a  very  little  time,  and  lose 
sight  of  that  place  which  you  detest  so  much.** 

My  mother  gprew  pale  at  these  words,  and  re- 
mained speechless  2  at  which  being  strangely  sur- 
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prued ;  **  What  do  I  see,  madam !  (said  I)  what  is 
the  meaning  of  that  consternation  in  your  looks.? 
You  seem  to  be  afflicted,  rather  than  rejoiced  at 
what  I  tell  you  !  I  thought  I  should  have  made 
you  happy  with  the  news  pf  every  thing's  being 
ready  for  our  departure.  Have  you  no  longer  any 
desire  then  of  repassinginto'^Spain  f " — '^  None  at 
all,  son  (answered  my  mother ;)  I  have  had  so  much 
afflicli^  il  that  kingaom  that  I  renounce  it  for 
ever."^— '^  nbo^o-I  h^ar !  (cried  I,  in  a  transport 
of  grief.)  i^.  say  rtfther,  that  love  detaches  yoa 
from  it.  O  heavens  j  what  a  cfaknge  is  here !  when 
von  arrived  in  this  o^,  every  object  that  presented 
Itself  was  odious  m  your  eyes ;  ^ut  Haly  Pegelin 
has  altered  youiMpisposition." — >|*  I  don't  deny  it 
(replied  LucincR;)  I  love  that^negade,  whom  I 
aesign  to  take  iif  my  fourth  husband." — ^'  Whi|t 
an  aband^Md  project!  (said  I,  interrupting  her 
with  honijr;  would  you  marry y^  Mussulman  f  Y6a 
forffel»  tflat  you  are  a  Chrlfean ;  or  rather,  you 
nevSr  was  one  but  in  name.  A  Ah!  mother,  what 
are  you  about  to  do  f  you  have  resolved  upon  your 
own  perdition,  \y  volun^urily  embracing  thai 
which  I  was  compelled  to  do  by  nraessity*" 

I  used  many  more  arguments  t6  dissuade  her 
from  her  design ;  but  I  barangu^  po  no  purpose : 
she  had  formed  her  resolution ;  aiucl  not  contented 
with  following  her  own  wicked  Inclination,  and 
quitting  me  to  live  with  that  renemde,  she  wanted 
to  carry  Beatrice  along  with  her  also ;  but  this  I 
opposed.  *^  Aby  wretch^  Lucinda !  (said  I  to  her) 
if  nothing  is  tible  t6  restrain  you,  at  least  abandon 
yourself  only  to  the  fury  that  possesses  your  imagi- 
nation; do  not  drag  a  young  innocent  creature 
to  the  precipice  from  whence  you  intend  to  throw 
yourseUl"  Lucinda  went  away  without  making 
any  reply,  and  I  believed  that  a  remaining  ray  a 
reason  enlightened  and  hindered  her  from  being 
obstinate  in  demanding  her  daughter.  But  how 
Kttle  was  I  acquwited  with  my  mother  I  Two  dayi 


M  ADTENTURGS  OF  Git  BLAS. 

mfter,  one  of  my  slaves  said  to  me,  **  Signor,  take 
care  of  yourself ;  one  of  Pegelin*s  captives  has  im- 
parted a  thing  to  me,  of  which  you  cannot  take  the 
advantage  too  soon.  Tour  mother  has  changed  her 
religion,  and  to  punish  you,  for  having  refused  to 
let  her  carry  off  Beatrice,  is  resolved  to  inform  the 
Dey  of  your  intended  flight"  I  did  not  doubt 
one  moment  that  Lucinda  was  capal^e  o£  doing 
what  my  slave  mentioned  t  I  had  opi^rtwlies  of 
studying  the  lady,  and  perc^ived^^t|pit  ny  the  habit' 
of  acting  sanguinau'v  parts  in  tragedi%,  she  was  so 
familiarised  to  guilt,  that  she  could  have  caused 
me  to  be  burnt  alive,  and,  I'Jbelieve,  WDuld  have 
been  no  more.%0ected  with  my  death,  than  with 
•he  catastrophe  pf  a  dramatic  p#)|^rmance. 

Willing,  therefore,  not  to  negl^t  the  advice  of  my 
•lave,  I  hastened  the  embarkation,*knd  hired  Turks, 
sypcording  to  the  cjustom  of  the  corsstlr^of  Algiers, 
wken  they  go  6n  a  cruise:  but  I  hired"  no  more 
than  such  as  were  {iecessary  to  keep  me'^msus- 
pected,  and  set  sail' as  soon  as  possible,  with  all  my 
slaves,  and  my  sister  ^eatrice.  You  may  well  be- 
lieve that  I  did  not  forget  to  carry  off,  at  the  same 
time,  all  my  jewels  and  money,  which  might 
amount  to  the  value  of  six  thousand  ducats.  When 
we  got  to  sea  we  began  by  securing  the  Turks, 
whom  we  easily  chained,  because  my  slaves  were 
more  numerous  than  they;  and  we  bad  such  a 
fkvoiirable  wind,  that  in  a  little  time  we  made  the 
coast  of  Italy,  and  arrived,  without  the  least  bad 
accident,  in  the  harbour  of  Leghorn^  where,  I  be- 
lieve, the  whole  city  crowded  to  see  us  come 
ashore.  The  father  oY  my  slave  Azarini  being 
among  the  spectators,  by  accident  or  curiosity, 
surveyed  all  the  captives  with  great  attention,  as 
they  disembarked ;  but  though  be  sought  among 
them  the  features  of  his  son,  he  little  expected  to 
•ee  him  agaun.  What  transports  and  embraces  were 
the  consequence  of  their  meeting,  when  they  recol- 
lected one  another ! 
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Ai  soon  as  AzariDi  bad  told  his  father  wfao  I  wai^ 
and  what  brought  me  to  Leghoro,  tbe  old  man 
obliged  me  as  well  as  Beatrice  to  lodge  at  his 
house.  I  shall  pass  over  in  sileocMhe  detail  of  a 
thousand  things  that  I  was  obliged  to  perform  in 
being  re-admitted  into  the  bosom  of  the  church  i 
and  only  observe,  that  I  abjured  Mahometamsm 
much  more  heartily  than  I  had  embraced  it  After 
having  entirely  purged  myself  of  the  gall  of  Algiers^ 
I  sold  my  vesseli  and  set  all  my  slaves.at  liberty  i 
as  for  tbe  Ti^rks,  they  were  detained  in  prison  at 
Leghorn,  in  order  to  be  exchanged  for  Christians* 
I  received  the  best  of  treatment  from  both  the 
Aiarinis,  the  younger  of  whom  married  my  sister 
Beatrice,  who  was  indeed  no  bad  match  for  him, 
being  a  gentleman's  daughter,  and  heiress  of  the 
castle  of  Xercia,  which  my  mother  had  taken  care 
to  farm  out  to  a  rich  peasant  of  Paterna,  when  she 
resolved  upon  her  passage  into  Sicily*  ^ 

Having  staid  some  time  at  Leghorn,  I  set  out 
for  Florence,  which  I  longed  much  to  see;  and 
whither  I  did  not  go  without  letters  of  recom* 
mendation.  Azarini  the  father  had  friends  at  the 
Grand  Duke's  court,  to  whom  he  introduced  me  as 
a  Spanish  gentleman,  his  ally;  and  I  prefixed  Don  to 
my  name,  imitating  in  that  a  great  many  Spanish  ple- 
beians, who,  when  they  are  out  of  their  own  country, 
assume  that  title  of  honour  without  ceremony.  I 
boldly,  therefore,  called  myself  Don  Raphael;  and^ 
as  I  had  brought  from  Algiers. a  sufficiency  to  sup* 
port  my  digmty,  appeared  at  court  ui  a  splendid 
manner.  The  gendeman  to  whom  Aiarini  had 
wrote  in  my  favour  gave  out  that  I  was  a  person  of 
quality ;  90  that  his  testimony,  together  with  the 
airs  I  assumed,  made  me  easily  pass  for  a  man  of 
importance.  I  soon  got  acquainted  with  the  prin- 
cipal noblemen,  who  presented  me  to  the  Grand 
Uuke,  whom  I  had  the  good. fortune  to  please: 
upon  which,  I  bent  my  whole  endeavour  to  make 
3iy  court  to  that  prince,  and  study  bis  disposition* 
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Mid  to  fatm ;  ud,  bj  their  discoone,  discovered 
hk  incliiistioiis*  AmoDg  adMr  ditngs,  I  oWerred 
fbat  be  lored  nuDery,  gmid  ftoriet,  aiid  nlUet  rf 
wit  I  modelled  mjwSf  acconUn^y ;  aad  eveiy 
Bomiog  narked  in  my  podkct-book  the  ftoriei  I 
designed  for  the  day.  I  had  soeh  a  number  of 
tbem  in  my  memory,  thai  my  budget  might  be  said 
to  haYe  been  fidl,  and  yet,  in  spite  of  all  my 
management,  it  was  emptied  apace  in  sach  a  man~ 
ner,  dial  I  should  dtber  have  been  obliged  to  use 
repetitiott,  or  show  that  I  was  at  the  end  of  my 
apophthegms ;  if  my  genius,  firuitiul  in  fiction,  had 
not  Anmished  me  with  abundance.  But  I  com- 
posed tales  of  gallantry  and  humour,  that  were 
very  entertdning  to  the  Grand  Duke ;  and  as  it 
often  happens  with  professed  wits,  in  ^  morning 
I  invented  bright  expressions,  which  I  uttered  as 
ndmremeditated  sallies  in  the  afternoon. 

I  even  elevated  myself  into  a  poet,  and  con- 
secrated my  muse  to  the  praise  of  the  prince.  ] 
freely  own,  indeed,  that  my  ver^  was  none  of  the 
best,  therefore  not  much  criticised:  but  had  it 
been  better,  I  question  if  it  would  have  been  bet- 
ter received  by  the  Ghrand  Duke,  who  seemed  very 
well  satisfied  with  my  talents ;  the  matter,  perhaps, 
Undered  him  from  finding  fault.  Be  that  as  it  will, 
Ibis  prince  insensibly  took  such  a  fiking  to  me,  as 
gave  umbrage  to  the  courtiers.  They  endeavoured 
*o  discover  who  I  was,  but  did  not  succeed.  Cretting 
notice,  however,  that  I  had  been  a  renegade,  they 
did  not  fail  to  inform  the  prince  of  it,  in  hopes  oi 
injuring  my  character.  'But  this  they  could  not 
accomplbu ;  on  the  contrary,  die  Grand  .Duke  one 
day  obliged  me  to  give  him  a  faithful  narration  o. 
my  voyage  to  Algiers ;  I  obeyed,  and  my  adven- 
tures, which  I  did  not  at  all  disguise,  afforded  him 
infinite  pleasure. 

*'Don  Raphael  (md  he,  when  I  had  finished 
the  relation)  1  have  a  regard  for  you,  and  will  give 
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ymi  ft  maf L  of  it,  which  will  not  pennic  jroo  to 
do«bl  of  my  firieqdsbip.  I  will  jnake  yon  Uie  de- 
pository of  my  secrets ;  and  to  begin  with  ao  in- 
stance of  my  confidence,  I  must  tell  you  that  I  am 
in  love  with  the  wi&  of  one  of  my  ministers.  She 
is  the  most  amiable  lady  of  my  court,  bnt,  at  the 
same  time,  the  most  virtnous.:  shut  up  amidst  her 
family,  and  solely  attached  to  a  husband  whom  she 
adores,  she  seems  ignorant  of  the  noise  her  charms 
make  in  Florence*  Judm  you  if  this  must  not  be 
a  difficult  conquest.  Nevertheless^  this  beauty, 
inaccessihle  as  she  is  to  lovers,  has  deigned  some- 
times to  hear  my  righs :  I  have  found  means  to 
speak  to  her  in  private,  and  acquaint  her  with  the 
sentiments  ol  my  heart;  but  I  do  not  flatter  my- 
self with  the  hope  of  having  inspired  her  with 
mutual  love:  she  has  never  given  me  cause  to 
form  such  an  agreeable  idea:  I  do  not,  bow- 
ever,  despair  of  pleasing  her  by  my  assiduity, 
and  the  mysterious  conduct  I  shall  take  care  to 
observe. 

*^  My  passion  for  that  kdy  (added  be)  is  known 
to  nobody  but  herself:  for,  instead  of  consulting 
my  incUnation  without  constraint,  and  acting  ttie 
sovereign,  I  conceal  the  knowledge  of  my  flame 
from  all  the  world*  A  piece  of  delicacy  which  I 
think  I  owe  to  Mascarini,  the  husband  of  her  I 
love :  his  teal,  attachment,  services,  and  probity, 
oblige  me  to  conduct  myielf  with  great  secrecy  and 
circamqMction.  I  would  not  plunge  a  dagger  into 
the  bosom  of  that  unhs^py  hnsbai^,  by  declaring 
myself  the  kyver  of  4iis  wife  ;  but  wish  that  he  may 
always  remain  ignorant,  if  possible,  of  the  flame 
that  consumes  me;  for  I  am  persuaded  that  he 
would  die  of  grief,  if  he  knew  the  confidence  I 
now  repose  in  you.  I  conceal  my  steps,  therefore, 
and  am  resolved  to  make  use  of  you,  m  expressing 
to  Lttcretia  all  the  pangs  I  sufler,  by  the  constraint 
which  she  imposes  upon  me :  you  shall  be  the  in* 
terpreter  of  my  sentimente,  and  I  do  not  at  all 
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dortc  thttt  J0U  will  accMh  yoarself  of  fbe  enn* 
mkrion  to  a  miracle.  Contract  aH  acquaioumco 
with  Mascarini ;  endeavour  to  gain  his  mendahip  } 
kitiiiuate  yonrself  into  Us  house,  andprocore  tho 
liberty  of  conversing  with  his  wife.  Tnis  is  what 
I  expect  of  yon,  and  what  I  assure  myself  yon 
will  perform  with  all  the  discretion  and  address 
that  such  delicate  employment  reqoires.*' 
I  promised  to  do  all  that  lay  in  my  power  to 
ify  the  confidence  he  honoined  me  with,  and 
contribute  to  the  success  of  Ins  flame :  and  soon 
kept  my  word  with  him ;  I  spared  nothing  to 
please  Mascarini,  and  accomplished  my  end 
with  ease.  Charmed  to  find  his  friendship  conrted 
by  a  man  who  was  beloved  of  his  prince,  he  met 
my  advances  halfway:  his  bouse  was  open  to  me: 
I  had  fi*ee  access  to  his  lady,  and,  I  dare  say,  be* 
haved  myself  so  well,  that  he  had  not  the  least 
suspicion  of  the  negociation  entrusted  to  my  care» 
It  is  true,  indeed,  for  an  Italian,  he  was  not  much 
addicted  to  jealousy ;  he  depended  upon  the  virtue 
of  Lucretia,  and  shutting  himself  up  in  his  closet, 
left  me  frequently  alone  with  her.  I  went  roundly 
to  work  the  very  first  opportunity;  entertained 
the  lady  with  the  passion  of  the  Grand  Duke,  and 
told  her,  that  my  sole  dengn  in  oomtng  to  her 
house  was  to  talk  to  her  of  diat  prince.  She  did 
not  seem  captivated  by  him ;  and  yet  I  perceived 
that  her  vanity  hindered  her  from  refecting  Ins  ad* 
dresses :  she  took  pleasure  in  hearing  tbem»  with- 
out feeKng  any  inclination  to  answer  his  desares- 
She  did  not  want  nnderstanding :  bat  she  was  a 
woman,  and  I  observed  that  her  virtne  yielded  in- 
sensibly to  the  superb  idea  of  a  sovereign  in  her 
chains.  In  short,  the  prince  had  reason  to  flatter 
himself,  that  without  employing  the  violence  of  a 
Farquin,  he  would  see  Lucretia  subjected  to  Us 
love.  An  accident,  however,  which  he  little  ex- 
pected, destroyed  his  hope,  as  yon  shall  presendjf 
near. 
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I  tm  naturally  impudent  among  women,  liavb^ 
acquired  that  qualification,  I  know  not  whether  it 
be  gCfod  or  bad,  among  the  Turks  :  Lucretia  was 
handsome,  and  I,  forgetting  that  I  was  only  to  act 
the  part  of  an  ambassador,  talked  to  her  on  mv 
twB  score,  offering  my  services  with  all  the  gaf- 
antry  1  was  master  of.  Instead  of  being  shocked 
at  itoy  audaciousness,  and  replyii^  in  a  re^,  she 
said,  with  a  smile,  *^  Tou  must  own,  Don  Raphael, 
that  the  Grand  Duke  has  made  choice  <>f  a  verv 
fkithful  and  cealous  minister,  who  serves  him  witti 
an  integrity  never  enough  to  be  commended." — 
^  Madam  (said  I,  with  £e  same  m)  don't  let  us 
examine  things  scrupulously ;  but  lay  aside  those 
reflections,  which  1  know  very  well  are  not  at  aQ 
ftvourable  to  me.  I  abandon  mysdif  to  my  pas- 
sion ;  and,  after  all,  do  not  believe  myself  the  first 
confidant  of  a  prince,  who  has  betrayed  baft  master 
in  affairs  of  gallantry ;  for  the  great  have  often 
dangerous  rivals  in  their  messengers  of  pleasure*'' 
— ^*  That  may  be,  (replied  Lucretia^  but  as  for  my 
part,  I  am  so  bigh-sphrited,  that  nooody  under  the 
degree  of  a  prince  shall  ever  make  an  impression 
upon  my  heart.    Conduct  yourself  accordingly, 

J  added  she,  growing  serious)  and  let  us  change  the 
liscourse.  I  am  wflling  to  forget  what  you  have 
said,  on  condition  that  you  shall  never  talk  to  me 
again  in  the  same  manner;  otherwise  you  may 
chance  to  repent  it." 

Although  this  was  an  advice  to  the  reader,  of 
which  I  ought  to  have  taken  the  advantage,  I  did 
not  leave  off  entertaining  Mascarini's  wife  with  my 
passion:  I  even  pressed  her  with  more  ardour  than 
ever  to  make  suitable  returns  to  my  tenderness, 
and  was  rash  enough  to  take  liberties.  Upon 
which  the  lady,  being  affironted  at  my  discourse  and 
Musstdman  behaviour,  checked  me  abruptly,  threat- 
ened to  make  the  Grand  Duke  acquainted  with  my 
insolence,  and  assured  me,  that  she  would  desire 
him  to  punish  me  as  I  deserved.    I  was  piqued  hi 
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my  turn  at  these  menaces  :  my  lore  changed  inta 
hate }  and,  determined  to  be  revenged  upon  Lur 
cretia  for  her  contempt,  I  went  in  quest  of  her 
husband,  whomi  after  he  had  sworn  that  he  would 
not  expose  me,  I  informed  of  the  correspondence 
between  his  wife  and  the  prince,  not  forgetting  to 
paint  her  very  amorous,  in  order  to  make  the  scene 
more  interestmg.  The  minister,  to  prevent  all  ac- 
cidents, shut  up  his  spouse,  without  any  other 
form  of  process,  in  a  secret  apartment,  where  she 
was  guarded  by  people  on  whom  he  could  rely. 
While  she  was  thus  surrounded  by^pies,  who  hin- 
dered her  from  informing  the.  Grand  Duke  of  her 
situation,  I  told  that  prince,  with  a  melancholy 
air,  that  he  must  no  more  think  of  Lucretia  ;  that 
Mascarini  had,  doubtless,,  discovered  the  whole 
affair,  since  he  bad  taken  it  into  his  head  to  watch 
his  wife ;  that  I  coald  not  imagine  what  had  alarm- 
ed his  suspicion  of  me,  for  I  thought  1  had  always 
-behaved  with  a  good  deal  of  address;  that  the 
ladyr  perhaps,  had  confessed  the  whole  to  her  hus- 
band, in  concert  with  whom  she  had  allowed  her- 
self to  be  locked  up,  in  order  to  avoid  those  impor- 
tunities which  alarmed  her  virtue.  The  prince 
seemed  very  much  afflicted  at  my  report ;  I  was 
touched  with  his  grief,  and  repented  more  than 
once  of  what  I  had  done  :  but  it  was  too  late  :  be- 
sides, I  confess  that  I  felt  a  malicious  joy,  when  I 
represented  to  myself  the  condition  to  wluch  I  had 
reduced  the  proud  woman  who  had  disdained  my 
passion. 

I  enjoyed  with  impunity  the  pleasure  of  revenge, 
which  is  so  swei^t  to  all  the  world,  and  in  particu- 
lar to  Spaniards,  when  the  Grand  Duke  being  one 
day  in  company  with  five  or  six  of  his  courtiers 
and  me,  said,  "  In  what  manner  do  you  think  a  man 
ought  to  be  punished,  who  has  dared  to  abuse  the 
confidence  of  his  prince,  and  attempted  to  deprive 
him  of  his  mistress  ?" — "  He  ought  (said  one^  to  be 
tied  to  tlie  tail  of  four  horses,  and  torn  to  piecesJ* 
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Another  was  of  opinios  thai  he  ^ould  be  ttwle<l 
to  death.  The  least  cruel  of  those  Italians,  and 
he  whose  sentence  was  most  favourable  to  the  de<> 
linquent,  said,  '^  That  he  would  be ,  satisfied  with 
ogikisin^.bim  to  be  thrown  from  the  top  of  a  high 
ower," — "  And  what  is  the  opinion  of  Don  Ra«- 
^hael  i  (resumed  the  Grand  Duke)  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  Spaniards  are  a»  severe  as  the  Italians  in 
such  coiyuBctures." 

I  easily  comprehended,  as  you  may  believe,  that 
Mascarini  had  not  kept  his  oath ;  or  that  his  wife 
had  found  means  to  apprise  the  prince  of  what  had 
passed  between  her  and  me  ;  and  my  confusion  ap- 
peared plain  on  my  countenance.  Nevertheless, 
disconcerted  as  I  was,  I  answered  with  a  resolute 
tone>  ^^  Sir,  the  Spaniards  are  more  generous 
they  would  pardon  the  confidant  oo  such  an  occa* 
sioB,  and,  by  their  goodness,  raise  in  his  soul  an 
eternal  regret  for  having  betrayed  them." — "  Well 
(said  the  prince)  I  fiud  myself  capable  of  such 
generosity.  I  pardon  the  traitor :  for  I  have  nona 
bat  myself  to  Uame  for  having  bestowed  my  con- 
fidence upon  a  man  whom  I  did  not  know,  and 
whom  I  hod  reason  to  distrust,  after  what  I  had 
heard  of  his  character.  Don  Raphael  (added  he) 
this  is  the  manner  in  which  I  avenge  myself:  quit 
my  dominions  iipmediatdy,  and  let  me  never  see 
your  face  again."  I  withdrew  on  the  instant,  not 
so  much  afflicted  at  my  disgrace,  as  rejoiced  at 
commg  off  so  cheaply  :  and  the  very  next  day  em- 
barked in  a  vessel  that  sailed  from  Leghorn^  on  ita 
return  to  Barcelona." 

I  interrupted  Don  Raphael  in  this  part  of  hishis^ 
tory,  by  saying,  <'  For  a  man  of  understanding, 
methinks  you  committed  a  great  blunder  in  ne- 
glecting to  leave  Florence,  immediately  after  the 
discovery  you  made  to  Mascarini  of  the  prince's 
pasaon  for  Lucretia ;  you  should  have  concluded 
that  the  Grand  Duke  would  soon  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  your  infidelity." — "I  grant  it(i 
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|»Ked  Hie  ton  of  Ludndft)  Md  nocwiilMnidfaig 
tHoratice  which  die  ninister  gmve  me,  of  not  ex- 
posing me  to  the  resentment  of  the  priocei  I  pnH 
posed  to  disappear  in  a  Terr  short  time.'' 

I  arrived  at  Barcelona  (continiied  he)  with  the 
remainder  of  the  wealth  I  had  brought  from  AI* 
tiers,  the  best  part  of  which  I  had  dissipated  at 
Florence;  in  the  character  of  the  Spanish  gentle- 
man, I  did  not  stay  long  in  Catalonia :  for,  hayiag 
a  longing  desire  to  revisit  Madrid,  the  charming 
place  of  my  nativity,  I  satisfied,  as  so<mi  as  posslMe, 
me  desire  that  impelled  me.  When  I  arrifed  in 
that  city,  I  took  famiriied  lodgings,  by  accident^ 
at  a  hoase  where  a  lady  lived,  whose  name  wbs> 
Camilla,  and  who,  though  no  minor,  was  a  vary  en* 
gaging  creature.  I  take  Signov  Gril  Bias  to  witneis 
who  saw  her,  much  about  that  time,  at  Valladdld. 
She  had  still  more  wit  than  beanty,  and  never  had 
a  she-adventurer  better  talents  for  decoying  dt^ies: 
but  she  was  none  of  those  coquets,  who  lay  vp 
the  acknowledgments  of  their  gallants :  when  she 
had  pillaged  a  man  of  business,  she  shared  hia 
spoils  with  the  first  sharper  she  fovmd  to  her 
liking. 

We  loved  one  another  at  first  right :  and  the  con«» 
formity  of  our  manners  joined  us  so  closely,  that 
we  soon  had  every  thing  in  ccmimon<.  Our  fortunes, 
indeed,  were  not  very  considerable,  and  therefore 
we  spent  them  in  a  very  litde  time.  Neither  of  us, 
unluckily,  minded  any  thing  but  our  pleasore,  or 
made  the  least  use  of  the  talents  we  bad  to  live 
at  our  neighbour's  expence.  But  misery  at  last 
awakened  our  geniuses^  which  pkasure  had  be- 
numbed :  and  CamiUa  said  to  me,  **  Mv  dear  Ra* 
phael,  let  us  make  a  diversion,  my  viend,  and 
renounce  a  fidelity  that  ruins  us  bodi :  yon  may 
captivate  a  rich  widow,  and  I  may  charm  some  nc^* 
bleman:  for  if  we  continue  fidtkful  to  one  another, 
liere  will  be  two  fortunes  lost." — "  Fair  Camilla  (1 
replied)  you  have  anticipated  me  >  I  wm  going  U> 
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«udbft  the  same  proposal  to  yoa.  I  asiem  to  jfbiv 
tdbenie,  my  queen  :  yet,  for  the  better  sopport  of 
ovr  mutual  flame,  let  us  attempt  advantageous 
conquests:  the  infidelities  we  shall  commit  will 
turn  to  triumphs  in  the  end." 

This  convention  being  made,  we  took  the  field, 
and  made  considerable  motions  at  first,  without 
bciDg  able  to  encounter  what  we  sought :  CawUla 
peuld  light  upon  none  but  beaux ;  that  is  to  say, 
gallants  who  bad  not  a  penny  in  their  pockets : 
and  I  could  meet  with  no  women,  but  such  as  loved 
beUrr  to  levy  oontribntioas  than  to  pay  them.  M 
our  arts  were  useless  in  love,  we  had  recourse  tp 
stratagems,  and  performed  so  raaay,  that  our  fiuise 
iwchMl  the  ears  of  the  corregidor;  kod  that  seteae 
lodge  for  the  dtvil  4Mrdeffed  one  of  his  alguaiils  to 
apprehend  us ;  but  this  officer,  being  as  goodniM- 
tared  as  the  other  was  cruel,  gave  us  tiase  to  quit 
•Madrid,  in  consideration  of  a  small  sum  which  wp 
bestowed  upon  him»  We  took  the  road,  to  Vatta- 
4olid,  and  fixed  in  that  city,  having  Ured  a  house, 
in  wliith  I  lived  with  Camilla,  who  passed  for  my 
elster,  to  avmd  scandal.  At  first  we  k^t  owr  ii»- 
4ttStry  under  the  rein,  and  began  to  study  'the 
ground,  before  we  should  form  any  eotetprias. 

One  day  a  man  accosting  me  in  the  street,  sie 
luted  me  very  civilly,  saybg,  '^  Signer  Don  Rar 
phael,  do  you  know  me?" — ^I  answ^nred,  '<No/' 
CFpon  wUch  he  resumed :  *<  But  I  recollect  you :  1 
have  seen  you  at  the  court  of  Tuscany,  where  i 
then  belonged  to  the  Grand  Duke's  guards.  I 
quitted  the  service  of  that  prince  some  months  ago, 
and  am  come  to  Spain  with  an  Italian  of  great 
finesse :  we  have  been  three  weeks  at  Valladidi4, 
end  lodge  with  a  Castilian  and  GalliciaD,  who  are, 
witbom  contradiction,  two  young  follows  of  honoiur. 
We  live  together  by  die  work  of  our  hands,  make 
'fg0oA  cheer,  and  amuse  ourselves  like  Minces :  if 
yeu  will  join  us,  you  shall  be  agreeaUy  recejv^ 
by  my  eoofederates ;  for  you  always  seemed  1».  me 
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to  be  m  nlkot  man,  of  a  dbposition  not  addicted 
to  fcmples^  and  a  professed  brodier  of  our  order." 
The  rogue's  frankness  excited  mine.  ^^  Sinee 
on  speak  to  roe  with  so  litde  reserve  (said  I  to 
im)  it  is  but  reasonable  that  I  should  explain  my^ 
self  in  the  same  manner  to  you.  Indeed,  I  am  not 
a  novice  in  yoar  profession  ;  and  if  my  modesty 
would  allow  me  to  recount  my  exploits,  you  would 
see  that  you  have  not  judged  too  advantageously 
of  my  talents :  but  I  will  forbear  to  launch  out  in 
my  own  praise,  and  content  myself  with  assuring 
you,  while  I  accept  that  place  in  your  company 
which  is  offered,  that  I  will  neglect  nothing  to  ap- 

J^rove  myself  worthy  of  your  choice."  As  soon  as 
•  signified  to  Ibis  ambidexter  my  consent  to  an|^ 
ment  the  number  of  bis  comrades,  he  conducted  me 
to  the  place  where  they  were,  and  introduced  me  to 
their  acquaintance.  It  was  here  that  I  saw,  for  the 
first  time,  the  illustrious  Ambrose  de  Lamela. 
Those  gendemen  examined  me  touching  my  skill 
in  the  mystery  of  appropriating  to  one's  self  widi 
address  die  effects  of  another.  They  wanted  to 
know  if  I  understood  the  principles  of  their  art; 
but  I  shewed  them  a  great  many  stratagems  which 
they  did  not  know,  and  which  acquired  their  adr 
miration  of  my  abUiQr.  They  were  still  more  asto- 
nished, when  despising  the  dexterity  of  my  hand, 
as  a  thing  too  common,  I  told  them  that  I  excelled 
in  tricks  which  required  the  assistance  of  genius. 
•To  convince  them  of  this,  I  recounted  the  adven- 
ture of  Jerome  de  Moyadas  ;  and,  upon  the  simple 
nanradon  of  that  affair,  they  found  me  such  a  su- 
perior genius,  that  I  was  dhosen  their  chief  by 
mianimous  consent.  I  soon  justified  their  choiee 
by  an  infinite  number  of  knavish  designs;  which 
we  put  in  practice,  and  of  which  I  was,  as  it  were, 
the  informing  soul.  When  we  bad  occasion  for  an 
actress  to  carry  on  our  projects,  we  made  use 
of  CamiUa,  who  performed  ull  her  parts  to  adr 
miniidoB 
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^  Abwit  that  time,  oar  brother  Ambrose,  being 
tempted  to  revisit  his  native  country,  set  out  Smt 
(valueia,  assuring  us,  that  we  might  depend  upon 
his  return.  He  satisfied  his  desire;  and  on  hU 
way  back  again,  going  to  Burgos,  with  an  intention 
of  striking  some  stroke,  an  inn-keeper  of  his  ac« 

JoaiDtanee  introduced  him  to  the  service  of  Signor 
ril  Blasof  Santillane,  with  whose  affairs  he  did 
no]t  fail  to  make  him  acquainted.  "  Signor  Gi) 
Bias  rhe  added,  addressing  himself  to  mej  you 
know  now  we  rid  you  of  your  portmanteau,  m  our 
furnished  lodging  at  Valladolid ;  and  I  don't  doubt 
that  you  suspected  Ambrose  of  being  the  chief  in<« 
ftrument  of  that  theft.  And  you  was  in  the  right? 
for,  at  yoor  arrival,  he  came  and  laid  your  situationr 
before  us,  and  we,  the  gentlemen  undertakers, 
rqplated  ourselves  accordingly.  But  you  are  ig- 
norant of  the  consequence  of  that  adventure,  whidi 
I  will,  therefore,  let  you  know.  Ambrose  and  I 
carried  off  your  portmanteau,  and,  mounting  your 
mules,  took  the  road  to  Madrid,  without  incun- 
bering  ourselves  with  Camilla,  or  the  M9t  of  our 
comrades,  who,  without  doubt,  were  as  much  sur* 
prised  as  you  at  our  non-appearance  nexH  day/'  ' 
On  the  second  day  we  changed  our  design,  and, 
instead  of  going  to  Madrid,  which  I  had  not  quit*, 
ted  without  cause,  we  passed  by  Zeberos,  and  con- 
tinued our  route  as  far  as  Toledo.  In  this  city,' 
our  first  care  was  to  dress  ourselves  like  gentlemen: 
then  giving  ourselves  out  for  two  brothers  of  Cral- 
.icia,  who  travelled  out  of  curiosi^,  we  soon  be- 
came acquainted  with  persons  of  character.  As  I 
had  been  so  much  accustomed  to  act  the  man  Os> 
quality,  I  was  easily  mistaken  for  such,  and  people 
being  usually  daziied  by  expence,  we  imposed  upon^ 
every  body  by  the  gallant  treats  we  began  to  give 
to  the  ladies.  Among  the  women  Whom  I  visited, 
diere  was  one  who  touched  my  heart :  I  found  her 
fidrer  tban  Camilla,  and  a  good  deal  more  young  : 
I  was  desirous  of  knowing  who  she  was,  and  learaed 
Vol.  2.  H 
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that  kcr  name  was  Yiolanie,  and  that  bar  htithaad 
was  a  gentlemaAy  who,  cloyed  already  with  her 
channs,  jawnnid  thoie  of  a  'courteiao  whooi  ht 
loved*  This  piece  of  ioformatioa  was  eaoagh  to 
deteriiiioe  me  to  establish  Violante  the  sovereigB 
lady  of  my  affection* 

It  was  not  long  befoce  she  perceived  her  eonqneit : 
I  be|;an  to  foUow  her  every  where,  anid  commit  a 
Ihoosaiid  impertinences  to  persaade  her  that  I 
wanted  notfaiqg  more  than  to  console  her  for  the 
infidelity  of  her  spouse.  The  fair  one  made  her 
reflections  oo  the  mattert  which  were  such,  that  at 
last  I  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  her  approbation 
of  my  sentiments.  I  received  from  her  a  billet,  in 
amtwer  to  several  which  I  had  sent  to  her  by  ona 
of  diose  old  matrons  who  are  so  serviceable  in 
Spain  and  Italy.  The  lady  gave  me  to  understand 
Ikat  her  husband  supped  every  evening  with  hii 
mislress,  and  did  not  come  home  before  it.  was 
very  late.  Thai  same  night  I  went  under  the 
windows  of  Violante,  and  entered  into  a  most 
tender  oonversatioq  with  her:  after  which  we 
agreed  at  parting  to  eiffoy  the  same  opportoni^ 
every  night  at  the  same  hour,  without  prejudice  to 
the  other  acts  of  gallantry  which  we  should  be 
permitted  to  exercise  in  the  day. 

Hitherto  Don  Balthazar,  the  husband   of  my 

Erincess,  came  off  very  cheaply :  but  I  chose  to 
we  naturally,  and  repaired  one  evening  under  the 
lady's  windows,  with  a  design  to  tell  her,  that  I 
could  live  no  longer,  if  I  did  not  enjoy  a  tete-a-tete 
with  her  in  a  place  more  suitable  to  the  excess  .of 
my  love;  an  indulgence  which  I  had  not  as  yet 
been  able  to  obtain*  But  just  as  I  got  to  the  place, 
I  saw  a  man  come  into  the  street,  who  seemed  to 
observe  me:  in  effect,  it  was  the  husband,  who 
retamed  from  the  courtesan  earlier  than  usual,  and 
who  perceiving  a  cavalier  near  his  house^  instead 
af  going  in,  walked  to  and  fro  in  the  street*  I 
iVHined  for  aome  time  unresolved;  bnt,  at  Ins^ 
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iktermined  to  accost  Don  Balthasari  whom  I  did 

not  know,  and  <^  wbom  I  was  so  utterly  unknown. 

^  Signor  cavalier  (said  I  to  him)  pray  leave  the 

street  free  to  me  one  night :  I  will  do  as  much 

for  you  anodier  time." — "  Signor  (he  replied)  I . 

was  going  to  make  the  same  request  to  you  •  1  am 

in  love  with  a  girl  whom  her  brother  guards  like  a 

dragon,  and  who  lives  not  above  twenty  paces  from 

hence,   so  that  I  wish  there  was  nobody  in  the 

atreet" — ^  There  is  one  way  (said  I)  of  satisfying 

OS  bothj  without  incommoding  either ;  for,  added  I 

(showing  him  his  own  house)  the  lady  whom  1 

serve  lodges  there ;  and  let  us  assist  one  anothei 

if  either  of  us  should  be  attacked."**-^^  With  all 

my  heart  (be  replied)  I  will  go  to  my  rendezvous, 

smd  we  wUl  back  one  anqiher  should  there  be 

occasion.''    So  saying,  he  left  me ;  but  it  was  in 

order  to  observe  me  the  better,  and  this  the  dark 

ness  of  the  night  permitted  him  to  do  \¥ith  im- 

puni^.    . 

As  for  my  part,  1  approached  in  security  the 

balcony  of  Violante,  who  soon  appeared,  and  we 

began  to.  converse  together.     I  did  not  fail   to 

insist  upon  my  queen's  granting  me  a  private  Inter 

view  in  some  particular  place.     She  resisted  my 

importunities  a  litde,  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 

favour  which  I  demanded ;  then  dropping  a  letter, 

which  she  took  out  of  her  pocket,  "  Hold  (said  she) 

you  will  find  in  this  billet  the  promise  of  what  yim 

■o  earnestly  desire."     She  afterwards  withdrew, 

because  the  hour  at  which  her  husband  usually 

returned  was  at  hand,  upon  which  I  secured  the 

billet,   and  advanced   to   the  place   where  Don 

fialthasar  said  he  was  concerned  :  but  he,  baviiig 

very  well  perceived  what  I  wanted  with  his  wift, 

came  to  me,  saying,  "  Well,  Signor  cavalier,  are 

yon  satisfied  with  your  good  fortune  .'^" — '<  I  have 

cause  to  be  so  (I  replied :)  and  what  have  you 

done  ?  has  love  favoured  your  addresses  ?'' — '^  Ah 

ao !  (said  he)  the  cursed  brother  of  the  beauty 
P  Vol.  II 
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whom  I  love  is  returned  from  a  country-honse 
where  I  imagined  he  would  stay  till  to-morrow, 
and  this  mischance  has  balked  me  of  the  pleasure 
with  wfaicti  I  flattered  myself." 

Don  Balthazar  and  I  made  mutual  protestations 
of  friendship ;  and,  to  tie  the  knots  of  it  the  faster, 
made  an  appointment  to  meet  next  day  in  the 
great  square.  After  we  parted,  he  went  home,  but 
mentioned  not  a  word  of  what  he  knew  to  Violante. 
Next  day  he  repaired  to  the  great  square,  where  I 
arriving  a  moment  after  him,  we  saluted  one 
anothei  with  demonstrations  of  friendship,  as  per- 
fidious on  one  side,  as  sincere  on  the  other. 

Then  Don  Balthazar  made  me  the  confidant  of  a 
feigned  intrigue  with  the  lady  whom  he  had  men- 
tioned the  preceding  night ;  recounting  a  long  story 
that  he  had  invented,  in  order  to  engage  me  in  my 
tarn,  to  tell  him  in  what  manner  I  had  become 
acquainted  with  Violante.  I  did  not  fail  to  fall 
mto  the  snare,  and  confess  all  with  the  utmost 
firankness :  I  even  showed  the  letter  which  I  had 
received  from  her,  and  read  the  contents  in  these 
words : 

"  I  shall  dine  to-morrow  with  Donna 
Inez :  you  know  where  she  lives  :  it  is  in  tlie  house 
of  that  faithful  friend  that  I  intend  to  give  you 
a  private  interview  ;  for  I  can  no  longer  refuse  that 
favour  which  you  seem  to  deserve." 

**  This  (said  Don  Balthazar)  is  a  billet  which 
promises  you  the  accomplishment  of  your  wish  ;  I 
congratulate  you  beforehand  on  the  happiness  that 
attends  you."  He  could  not  help  being  a  litde 
disconcerted  while  he  said  this ;  but  he  easily  con- 
cealed his  trouble  ana  confusion  from  roe.  I  was 
8o  much  engrossed  by  hope,  that  I  never  thought 
of  observing  my  confidant,  who  was  obliged,  how- 
ever, to  leave  me,  that  I  might  not  at  last  perceive 
his  agitation.  He  ran  to  apprise  his  brother-in-law 
of  this  adventure;    but  i  am  ignorant  of  what 
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passed  between  them :  all  I  know  of  the  matter  is, 
that  Don  Balthazar  came  and  knocked  at  tlie  door, 
while  I  was  with  Violante  at  the  house  of  Donna 
Inez :  and  as  soon  as  we  learned  that  it  was  he,  I 
escaped  at  a  back-door  before  he  came  in.  As 
soon  as  I  was  gone,  tlie  ladies,  whom  the  unfore 
ieen  arrival  of  the  husband  had  disconcerted,  re> 
collected  themselves,  and  received  him  with  such 
efiirontery,  that  he  suspected  I  was  ei^r  con- 
cealed, or  had  made  my  escape.  I  cannot  tell 
what  he  said  to  Donna  Inez  and  his  wife,  because 
H  never  came  to  my  knowledge.    • 

Meanwhile,  without  suspecting  that  I  was  Don 
Balthaaar's  dupe,  I  went  away,  cursing  him,  and 
TCtumed  to  the  great  square,  where  I  had  appointed 
to  meet  Lameia.  I  did  not  find  him,  however;  h^ 
had  little  afiairs  of  his  own  to  manage,-  and  the 
rogae  was  more  fortunate  than  I.  While  I  waited 
for  him,  I  saw  my  perfidious  confidant  arrive,  who 
came  up  to  me  with  a  gay  air,  and  smiling,  asked 
news  of  my  interview  with  my  nymph  at  Ae 
house  of  Donaa  Inez.  ^  I  do  not  know  (said  I) 
what  demon,  jealous  of  my  pleasures,-  delights  m 
thwardng  them  :  but  while  1  was  alone  with  my 
lady,  pressing  her  to  make  me  happy,  her  husband, 
whom  the  devil  confound !  came  and  knocked  at 
the  do<M: :  so  that  being  obliged  to  get  ofi'as  fast 
as  I  could,  I  retired 'by  a  back-door,  cursing  to 
hell  the  troublesome  cuckold  who  broke  all  my 
measures." — "  I  am  truly  sorry  for  it  (cried  Don 
Balthazar,  who  fek  a  secret  joy  in  seeing  my 
vexation^  what  an  impertinent  husband  must  he 
be !  I  aavise  you  to  give  him  no  quarter."—**  O ! 
as  for  that  (I  replied)  I  will  take  your  advice :  and 
I  can  assure  you  that  his  honour  shall  make  its 
exit  this  night :  his  wife,  when  I  left  her,  bade  me 
not  be  discouraged  at  so  small  a  matter :  but  be 
sure  to  come  under  her  window  earlier  than  usual, 
for  she  was  resolved  to  admit  me  into  her  house : 
and  desired  me,  at  all  events,  to  come  attended 
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with  two  or  three  frieikb,  for  fear  of  •nrpriM.'^-^ 
<<  What  a  prudent  lady  she  is !  (laid  he)  I  will,  if 
yoa please,  accompaDy  yoa  thither." — "Ah,  my 
dear  friend  !  (cried  I,  in  a  transport  of  joy,  while  I 
threw  my  arms  around  his  neck)  I  aat  inimtely 
obliged  to  you." — '*  I  will  do  more  (be  resumed  $)  I 
sun  acquainted  with  a  young  fellow  who  is  another 
C«sar ;  he  shall  be  of  the  party,  and  then  yon  may 
boldly  confide  in  your  escorte." 

I  did  not  know  what  acknowledgments  to  make 
to  this  new  friend^  so  mnch  was  I  cbirmed  widi  his 
leal.  In  short,  I  accepted  the  succour  which  he 
ofered,  and  appointing  to  meet  in  the  twilight 
uder  Violante's  balcony,  we  parted  for  that  time. 
He  went  to  find  his  brother4n*law,  who  wat  the 
Gsesar  in  question;  and  I  took  a  tnm  till  the 
evening,  •  with  Lamela,  who  (thon^  be  was  Miir 
prised  at  the  ardour  with  which  I>o«  Balthaaar 
espoused  my  interest)  distrusted  him  no  more  than 
I :  we  fell  nodding  into  the  snare,  which,  I  own, 
was  nnpardooable  in  pec^le  of  our  experience. 
When  i  thought  it  was  time  to  present  myaek 
before  V iriante's  window,  Ambrose  and  I  appMtfed 
upon  the  spot,  armed  with  good  rapiers ;  and  thete 
we  found  the  lady's  husband,  with  another  man, 
waiting  for  us,  without  flinching.  Don  Balthaxar  ; 
accosting  me,  and  showing  his  brother-in-law,  said, 
*<  Signer,  this  is  the  cavalier,  whose  bravery  I 
extoUed  so  much.  Get  into  the  house  ct  your 
mistress,  and  let  not  anxiety  hinder  you  firoM 
eigoying  the  most  perfect  felicity." 

AAer  some  mutual  compliments,  I  knocked  «t 
mv  nymph's  door,  which  being  opened  by  a  kind 
or  duenna,  I  entered,  and  without  taking  notice  of 
what  passed  behind  me,  advanced  into  a  haS 
where  Violame  was.  While  I  saluted  the  lady, 
the  two  traitors,  who  had  followed  me  into  the 
bouse,  and  shut  the  door  so  hastily  after  thtm, 
that  Ambrose  was  left  in  the  street,  discovetydi 
themselves.    Yon  may  easily  imagine  that  we  IMI 
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came  to  blows.  Both  of  them  charged  meat  coco  i 
but  I  foand  then  woik  enoagh,  and  employed  them 
fai  such  a  manner,  that  pertiaps  they  repented  they 
had  not  chosen  a  surer  conveywice  for  their  re* 
venge.  I  ran  the  husband  through  the  body,  and 
his  brother-in-law  seeing  him  out  of  the  qu^on, 
got  to  the  door,  which  the  duenna  and  Violante 
bad  opened  to  make  their  escape  while  we  were 
engaged*  I  pursued  them  into  the  street,  where  I 
rejoined  Lamela,  who  not  being  able  to  extract  one 
wotd  from  the  women  in  their  flight,  did  not 
precisely  know  what  to  dunk  of  the  noise  he  bad 
neard.  We  returned  to  the  tavern  where  we 
lodged,  secured  our  most  valuable  effects,  and 
mounting  our  mules,  rode  out  of  the  city  witboot 
waiting  for  day. 

Knowing  very  well  that  this  affair  might  have 
bad  consequences,  and  that  a  search  would  be  made 
at  Toledo,  which  we  were  in  the  right  to  antici«- 
pate,  we  went  to  bed  at  Villarubia,  at  an  inn, 
where,  some  time  after,  a  merchant  of  Toledo 
arrived,  in  his  way  to  Segorba.  As  we  supped  in 
his  company,  he  recounted  the  tragical  adventure 
of  Violante's  husband^  and  waa  so  far  from  sus- 
pecting us  to  be  concerned,  that  we  boldly  asked 
of  him  all  manner  of  questions  about  tbe  a&ir. 
"**  Crendemen  (said  be)  just  as  I  set  out  this  morn- 
ing, I  beard  of  the  melancholy  accident*  Search 
was  made  every  where  for  Violante,  and  I  was 
told  that  the  corregidor,  who  is  related  to  Don 
Balthaiar,  has  resolved  to  spare  nothing  in  dis- 
covering the  murderers.  Thia  is  all  I  know  of  the 
matter.*' 

Though  I  was  not  much  alarmed  at  the  search  of 
the  corregidor,  1  resolved  to  quit  New  Castik 
iramedktely  :  reflectmg  that  when  Violante  shoold 
be  found,  she  would  confess  all,  and  on  her  de- 
scription of  my  person  to  the  judge,  people  would 
be  sent  in  pursuit  of  me.  For  this  reason,  the  yev 
next  day  we  avoided  ttie  highway  through  pre- 
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cftolion :  Lameia  bring  lackOj  mcqamtibid  wiii 
three-fotulltt  of  Spain,  and  pardcoiari j  wah  the 
bj-ways  tfaroogb  which  we  could  securely  fcpak 
into  Arragon.  Instead  of  going  snraigfat  to  Cocnca, 
we  kept  among  the  moontains  adjacent  to  that 
city ;  and,  thjroagfa  paths  that  were  not  unknown 
to  my  guide,  arrived  at  a  grotto  which  looked 
▼ery  ranch  like  an  hermitage;  and,  indeed,  it  was 
the  same  to  which  you  came  la^  mgfat  for  an 
asylum. 

While  I  was  conndering  the  country  around, 
which  presented  to  my  yiew  a  most  charming  rural 
prospect,  my  companion  said  to  me,  ^^  I  passed  by 
this  place  six  years  ago',  at  which  time  that  grotto 
served  as  a  retreat  to  an  old  hermit,  who  gave  me 
a  very  charitable  reception:  entertaining  me  with  a 
share  of  his  provisions.  I  remember  that  he  was  a 
very  holy  man,  and  harangued  me  with  a  discourse 
tliat  had  almost  detached  me  from  the  world :  per- 
haps he  is  still  alive :  I  wiU  go  and  see."  So  saying, 
the  curious  Ambrose  alighted  from  his  mole,  aiKl 
entered  the  hermitage,  where  having  staid  some 
minutes,  be  retmned,  calling  to  me,  ^'C<HBe  hither, 
Don  Raphael*-come  and  see  a  very  affecting 
scene.'* 

I  alighted  imiQediately,  and  tying  our  mules  to 
a  tree,  followed  Lameia  into  the  grotto,  where  1 
perceived  an  old  anchorite,  paleand  dying,  stretched 
at  his  foil  length  upon  a  truckle-bed.  A  white 
beard,  very  bushy,  covered  his  whole  breast ;  and 
in  his  hands,  clasped  together,  appeared  a  large 
twisted  rosary.     At  the  noise  we  made  at  ap- 

C reaching  him  he  opened  his  eyes,  which  death 
ad  already  begun  to  close,  and  aifter  havmglooked 
at  us  for  a  moment,  said,  *^  Whosoever  you  are, 
my  brethren,  profit  by  the  spectacle  that  now  pre- 
sents itself  to  your  eyes  :  I  have  lived  forty  years 
in  the  world,  and  sixty  in  this  solitude.  Ah  !  how 
long,  at  this  moment,  seems  the  time  which  I  have 
bestowed  on  my  pleasures !  and,  on  the  contirary« 
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how  short  does  that  appear  which  I  have  conse- 
crated to  penitence  and  devotion !  Alas !  I  am 
afraid  that  the  austerities  of  brother  John  have  not 
sufficiently  expiated  the  sins  of  the  licentiate  Don 
Juan  de  Solis." 

He  had  no  sooner  spoke  these  words  than  be 
expired,  leaving  us  very  nuich  affected  with  his 
death.  These  sort  of  objects  always  make  some 
impression  even  on  the  greatest  libertines.  But 
w*e  did  not  retain  it  long  :  we  soon  forgot  what  he 
had  said  to  us,  and  began  to  take  an  inventory  of 
every  thing  in  the  hermitage  :  an  employment  not 
very  laborious ;  all  his  furniture  consisting  in  what 
you  may  have  observed  in  the  grotto.  Brother 
John  was  not  only  ill  provided  with  furniture,  but 
also  kept  a  very  bad  larder:  for  all  the  provision  we 
found  was  a  few  filberts  and  some  crusts  of  barley- 
bread,  so  hard  as  to  be,  in  all  appearance,  proof 
against  the  gums  of  the  holy  man.  I  say,  his 
gums ;  because  we  observed  that  he  had  lost  all 
his  teeth.  All  that  this  solitary  habitation  con- 
tained, and  all  that  we  beheld,  made  us  reffard  the 
good  anchorite  as  a  perfect  saint  We  were 
shocked,  indeed,  at  one  thing :  we  opened  a  paper 
folded  in  form  of  a  letter,  which  he  had  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  in  which  he  begged  that  the  person 
who  should  read  it  would  carry  his  rosary  and 
sandals  to  the  bishop  of  Cuenca.  We  did  not  know 
with  what  intention  this  new  father  of  the  deser* 
<5ould  desire  to  make  such  a  present  to  his  bishop. 
This  seemed  an  outrage  against  humility,  and  the 
behaviour  of  a  man  who  wanted  to  set  up  for 
canonization.  And  perhaps  there  was  nothing  in  it 
but  pure  simplicity ;  for  I  don't  pretend  to  decide 
the  matter. 

While  we  discoursed  together  on  this  sulgect,  a 
pleasant  thought  came  into  Lamela's  head.  "  Let 
us  stay  (said  he)  in  this  hermitage,  and  disguise 
ourselves  like  anchorites,  having  first  buried  brother 
J'ihn.     You  shall  pass  for  him,  and  ly  under  the 
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iiuie  of  brocber  Anthony,  wiO  go  begging  in  Ae 
neighbooriog  towns  and  villages.  Besides  oar  being 
secure  frooi  the  enouiries  of  the  conregidor  (fori 
don't  believe  be  will  think  of  searching  for  as  nere) 
I  have  some  good  acquaintance  at  Cuencai  which 
we  may  cnltivate/'  I  approved  of  this  extravagant 
proposal ;  not  so  much  for  Ambrose's  reasons,  at 
out  of  pure  wbiniy  or  a  desire  of  acting  a  part  in  m 
play.  About  thirty  or  forty  paces  from  the  grotto, 
we  dug  a  grave,  in  which  we  modestly  interred  the 
old  anchorite,  after  having  stripped  him  of  bb 
clothes ;  that  is,  a  simple  robe  tied  about  his  middle 
with  a  leather  girdle  x  we  likewise  cut  off  his 
beard,  to  make  a  fidse  one  for  me ;  and,  iu  short, 
after  having  performed  his  funeral,  took  possession 
of  the  herroiuge. 

We  fared  poorly  the  first  day,  being  obliged  to 
live  on  the  provisions  of  the  defunct;  but  next 
morning,  before  day,  Lamela  set  out  in  order  to 
sell  the  two  mules  at  Toralva,  and  returned  in  the 
evening  laden  with  victuals,  and  other  things  which 
he  had  purchased.  He  brought  every  thing  that 
was  necessary  for  our  transformation ;  he  made  for 
himself  a  russet  gown,  and  a  little  red  beard  of 
horse^hair,  which  he  fixed  so  artificially  to  his  ears, 
that  one  would  have  sworn  it  was  the  natural 
produce  of  bis  chin.  There  is  not  a  more  dextrous 
young  fellow  in  the  world  than  he ;  who  likewise 
weaved  the  beard  of  brother  John,  which  he  ap- 
plied to  my  face,  and  my  brown  woollen  cap  served 
to  cover  the  artifice ;  so  that  there  was  nothing 
wanting  to  our  disguise.  We  found  each  other  so 
pleasantly  equipped,  that  we  could  not,  without 
laughing,  behold  ourselves  in  this  dress,  which 
truly  was  not  very  citable  to  our  real  characters. 
Together  with  brother  John's  robe,  I  wore  his 
rosary  and  sandals,  of  which  I  made  no  scruple  to 
deprive  the  bishop  of  Cuenca. 

We  had  been  already  three  days  in  the  her- 
mitage without  seeing  a  soul  appear^  but  on  the 
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finirdi  f#o  peanoiti  entered  the  grotto,  bfteshg 
bread,  cheew,  and  onionBi  to  the  defiinct,  wwm 
they  itill  thought  alive.  As  soon  as  I  perceired 
them,  I  Arew  myself  on  my  bed,  and  it  was  no 
difiedt  matter  to  deceire  them  :  for  besides  that 
there  was  not  light  enough  to  enable  them  to  difr* 
tingoifth  my  features,  I  imitated,  as  well  as  I 
codd,  the  vmce  of  brother  John,  whose  last  words 
I  h^d  heard ;  and  they  had  no  suspicion  of  the 
cheat :  they  seemed  only  surprised  to  meet  another 
hermit  there :  which  when  Lamela  perceived,  he 
sdd  with  an  hypocritical  air,  ^'  My  brethren,  be 
not  surprised  to  see  me  in  this  sratude ;  I  have 
quitted  an  hermitage,  I  possessed  in  Arragon,  to 
come  hither  and  attend  the  venerable  and  discreet 
brother  John,  who  in  his  extreme  old  age  has 
occasion  for  a  comrade  who  can  pronde  for  his 
necessities."  The  peasants  gave  infinite  praise  to 
the  charity  of  Ambrose,  and  expressed  great  joy 
m  being  able  to  boast  of  having  two  holy  per- 
sonages m  their  country. 

Lamela,  with  a  large  havresack,  which  he  had 
not  forgot  to  purchase,  went  a  beg^g  for  the  first 
time  in  the  city  of  Cuenca,  whidi  is  but  a  small 
league  from  the  hermitage.  "With  a  devout  ap- 
pearance which  he  had  received  from  nature,  and 
the  art  of  making  advantage  of  it,  which  he  pos- 
sessed in  a  supreme  degree,  he  did  not  fail  to 
extort  alms  firom  charitable  people,  with  whose 
liberalities  he  filled  his  havresack.  ''  Mr.  Ambrose 
(said  1  to  him  at  his  return)  I  congratulate  you 

S)on  your  happy  talent  of  melting  the  soub  of 
hristians.  £gad !  one  would  think  yon  had  been 
a  begging  brother  among  theCapnchins." — *<Ihave 
done  something  else  (answered  he)  than  fill  my 
knapsack :  yon  must  know  I  have  discovered  a 
certain  nymph  called  Barba,  whom  I  formerly 
loved,  and  whom  I  have  found  strangely  altered  * 
she  (like  us)  has  turned  devotel?,  and  lives  with 
two  or  three  sisters  of  the  same  class,  who  edify 
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the  worid  in  pubUc,  and  in  private  life  feuidabar 
lires.  As  she  did  not  knoir  me  at  first,  ^'  Howl 
madam  Barba  (said  I)  is  it  possible  that  you  do  not 
recollect  one  of  your  old  friends,  your  admirer 
Ambrose?" — ^'By  my  faith!  Signor  de  Liamela 
(cried  she)  I  should  never  have  expected  to  see 
you  again  in  the  habit  yon  wear !  By  what  adven- 
ture are  you  become  hermit  f " — *^  I  cannot  tell  you 
at  present  (I  replied)  the  detail  is  somewhat  long  . 
but  I  will  come  back  to-morrow  to  gratify  you ; 
curiosity,  and  bring  along  with  me  my  companion, 
brother  John." — "  Brother  John !  (said  she  inter- 
rupting me)  what!  the  good  anchorite  who  lives  in 
the  hermitage  near  this  city  f  Sure  you  joke;,  they 
say  he  is  more  than  an  hundred  years  old." — "  It  is 
true  (said  I  to  her)  that  he  was  once  of  that  age ; 
but  be  has  grown  a  great  deal  younger  wiUiin 
these  few  days,  and  is  at  present  no  older  than 
I*"—"  Well,  let  him  com^  along  with  you  (replied 
Barba)  I  see  there  is  some  mystery  in  the  case." 

We  did  not  fail  the  next  day  as  soon  as  it  was 
dark  to  go  to  the  house  <^  those  bigots,  who  had 
prepared  a  sumptuous  entertainment  for  our  re- 
ception. We  immediately  took  off  our  beards,  and 
hermit's  dress,  and  without  ceremony  told  them 
who  we  were.  On  their  side,,  for  fear  of  being  in- 
debted to  us  for  our  frankness,  they  showed  what 
false  devotees  are  capable  of,  when  they  banish 
grimace^  We  spent  almost  all  the  night  at  table, 
and  did  not  retire  to  our  grotto  till  the  dawn.  We 
returned  thither  again  in  a  very  short  time;  or 
rather  did  the  same  thing  (almost  every  day)  duriiig 
three  months  :  in  which  time  we  spent  two  thirds 
of  oar  money  with  these  nymphs  :  but  one  being 
suspicious  of  oar  characters,  discovered  the  whole, 
and  has  informed  justice  against  us,  which  this  day 
mtended  to  visit  the  hermitage,  and  secure  oui 
persons.  Yesterday,  Ambrose,  while  he  wa& 
begging  at  Cuenca,  met  one  of  our  sisters,  wba 
gave  him  a  note,  saying,  "  One  of  my  friends  wrote 


AIMTENrVBES  OF  COL  BLAS.  191 

this  letter  to  me,  which  I  wa»  going  to  send  toya« 
by  an  express :  show  it  to  brother  John,  and  take 
your  measures  accordingly."  It  was  this  biUet, 
gentlemen,  which  Lamela  delirered  to  me  in  yonr 
presence,  and  which  has  made  us  quit  so  suddenly 
onr  solitary  habitation. 


CHAPTER  n. 


When  Don  Raphael  had  ended  his  narration, 
iHuch  I  thought  a  little  tedious,  Don  Alphonso 
was  so  polite  as  to  say  it  had  diverted  fauin  very 
much.  Then  Signor  Ambrose  opened,  and  address- 
ing himself  to  his  fellow-adventurer,  "Don  Raphael 
(said  he)  consider  that  the  sun  is  set ;  it  will  be 
Droper,  methinks,  to  deliberate  upon  what  we  are 
o  do." — "  You  are  in  the  right  (replied  his  com- 
rade) we  must  determine  upMa  the  place  to  which 
we  go  next."— ^"  It  is  my  opinion  (resumed  Lamela) 
that  we  should  set  forward  without  loss  of  time, 
teach  Requena  this  night,  and  to-morrow  enter  the 
kingdom  of  Valencia,  where  we  will  give  the  rein 
to  our  industry,  and,  I  foresee,  perform  some  suc- 
cessful strokes."  His  confederate,  who  on  that 
subject  believed  his  presage  infallible,  assented  to 
his  opinion  :  as  for  Don  Alphonso  and  me,  leaving 
ourselves  to  the  conduct  of  these  honest  people, 
we  waited  in  silence  the  result  of  the  conference. 

It  being,  therefore,  resolved  that  we  should  take 
the  road  to  Requena,  we  began  'to  prepare  our- 
selves for  the  journey  :  we  made  another  meal  lil^e 
that  in  the  morning ;  and  loading  the  horse  with 
the  botde  and  the  remains  of  our  provisions,  the 
approach  of  night  lent  us  that  darluiess  which  we 
needed  for  our  more  secure  traveUing,  and  we 
pushed  forward  to  get  out  of  the  wood  :  but  we 
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tad  Hot  gone  an  Inindred  jwti^  when  we  diM^ 
v«red  amonff  the  trees  a  Kght  that  made  at  Teiy 
measy.  '<  What  it  the  meanmg  of  that  i  (taid  Don 
Raphael^  peihapt  the  ferrets  of  Justice  having  par- 
toed  OS  urom  Cnenca,  miderstand  that  we  are  in 
this  foretC,  and  are  come  hither  to  tearck"— -^*  I 
dont  believe  that  (said  Ambrose ;)  these  are  rather 
traveller!,  who,  being  surprised  by  the  night,  have 
come  into  this  wood  to  wait  for  day.  Bat  (added 
he)  I  may  be  mistaken.  I  will  go  and  reconnoitre 
whilie  yon  stay  here,  and  I  will  be  back  in  a  mo- 
ment." So  sayingy  he  advanced  towards  the  light, 
which  was  not  far  off,  and  approached  it  softly* 
Pushing  gently  by  the  leaves  and  bonghs  that  were 
in  his  way,  and  peeping  with  all  the  attenlkm 
whkh  the  diing  seemed  to  deserve,  he  saw  on  the 
{^ss,  romd  a  candle  diat  stnck  burning  in  a  lump 
of  clay,  four  men  sitting,  who  had  just  dispatched 
a  pie,  and  emptied  a  pretty  large  leathern  botde^ 
which  they  embraced  in  their  turns.  He  likewise 
perceived^  at  some  distance  freoi  them,  a  lady  and 
gentleman  tied  to  trtes;  and  a  litde  fiurtber,  a 
chaise  with  two  mules  richly  caparisoned.  He 
guessed  at  once  Aat  the  men  were  robbers ;  and 
their  ditconrse,  which  he  overheard,  atsoted  hiat 
that  be  was  not  mismken  in  his  coojectnie.  The 
four  banditti  expressed  an  equal  desire  of  potteti^ 
ing  the  ladty  who  had  feBen  into  their  hands,  and 
talked  of  easting  lott  for  her.  Liamela  having  felly 
informed  himself  of  the  natter,  rejoined  us,  and 
made  a  fidthful  report  of  what  he  had  seen  and 
heard* 

Upon  which  Alphoneo  said,  <*  Gentlemen,  that 
lady  and  cavalier  wfaoin  the  rabbers  have  boimd  to 
trees  are  perhaps  persons  of  the  first  quality :  and 
shall  we  saffcr  them  to  fall  victims  to  the  barbaritf 
and  brutality  of  thieves  i  Take  ny  advice,  let  iit 
attack  these  banditti,  and  pot  them  all  to  death." 
-^'^  With  all  my  heart  (said  Don  Raphael ;)  I  am  as 
ready  to  do  a  good  as  a  bad  actiou.''^  Ambrose,  on 
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m  pift,  signified  his  wiUingiiea  to  lead  a  tend  t9 
•Qch  a  laudable  enterprise,  for  which  (said  he)  I 

foresee  we  shall  be  welt  recompensed.  I  dare  UW 
wise  affirm,  that  on  this  occasion  I  was  not  at  all 
afraid  of  the  danger ;  and  that  no  knight-errant 
ever  showed  more  readiness  to  succour  damsels  in 
distress.  But  not  to  conceal  the  truth,  the  danger 
was  not  great :  for  Lamela  having  reported  that 
the  anns  of  the  robbers  were  all  in  a  neap  at  the 
Stance  of  ten  or  twelve  paces  from  them,  it  kas 
BO  difficult  matter  for  us  to  execute  our  design* 
We  tied  our  horse  to  a  tree,  and  approached  as 
gently  as  possible  the  place  where  they  were  talk? 
ing  with  great  warmth ;  and  making  a  noise  that 
helped  us  to  surprise  them,  we  made  oursehree 
masters  of  their  arms,  before  we  were  discovered 
then  iring  a  voUey  upon  them,  stretched  Ibem  al 
bmatUess  on  the  spot. 

During  ^s  execution,  the  Ught  going  out,  we 
aemained  in  darkness ;  but  for  all  that  did  not 
delay  to  untie  the  man  and  woman,  who  were  so 
mocm  engrossed  by  their  ftar^  that  they  had  no 
power  to  thank  us  for  what  we  had  done  in  thcjr 
behalf.  It  is  true,  indeed,  they  did  not  as  yet 
know  whether  to  look  upon  us  as  their  deliverers, 
or  as  a  new  troop  of  banditti,  who  had  not  rescued 
them  from  the  others  with  any  intention  to  use 
them  better.  But  we  encouraged  them,  by  protest- 
ing that  we  would  conduct  them  to  an  inn,  which 
Ambrose  affirmed  was  not  more  than  half  a  league 
from  thence;  and  that  they  might  there  take  all 
necessary  precautions  for  their  security,  in  going 
whither  their  affairs  called  them.  After  this  as« 
SBrance,  with  winch  diey  seemed  very  well  satis- 
lied,  we  replaced  them  in  their  chaise,  and  brought 
them  oat  of  the  wood,  kading  the  mules  by  tk 
brides.  Our  anchorites  afterwards  examitted  th 
pockets  f^  the  vanquished,  took  care  of  Don  AK 
phonso's  horse,  secured  tlmse  that  belonged  to  the 
thieves,  which  we  fonnd  ded  to  trees  near  the  SfM 
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of  bmtde;  and  carrying  them  all  off,  followed  briH 
ther  Aothony,  who  monnted  ooe  of  the  moles,  in 
order  to  guide  the  chaise  to  the  inn;  at  which, 
however,  we  did  not  arrive  in  less  time  than  two 
nours,  although  he  had  assured  us  that  it  was  not 
far  from  the  wood. 

Every  body  in  the  house  being  a-bed,  we  knocked 
loudly  at  the  door ;  upon  which  the  landlord  and 
liis  wife  g^t  up  in  a  hurry,  ^nd  were  not  sorry  to 
■ee  their  rest  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  an  equi- 
oage,  which  they  thought  would  have  spent  more 
money  than  it  dicl.  The  whole  inn  was  lighted  in 
a  moment ;  Don  Alphonso  and  the  illustrious  son 
of  Luanda  ofiSered  their  haxids  to  help  the  cavalier 
and  lady  out  of  the  chaise,  and  even  served  them 
as  ushers  to  the  chamber  whither  the  landlord 
conducted  them.  Th«re  a  great  many  compliments 
passed ;  and  we  were  not  a  litde  astonished  when 
we  understood  that  it  was  the  Count  de  Polan 
himself,  and  his  daughter  Seraphina,  whom  we  had 
delivered.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  surprise 
of  that  lady,  as  well  as  of  Don  Alphonso,  when 
they  recollected  each  other.  The  Count  took  no 
notice  of  it,  so  much  was  he  otherwise  engross- 
ed, in  recounting  to  us  in  what  manner  the  rob* 
bers  had  attacked  him;  and  how  they  had  seizisd 
his  daughter  and  him,  after  having  killed  his 
postilion,  page,  and  valet  de  chambre:  he  ended 
with  telling  us,  that  he  had  a  deep  sense  of  the 
obligation  he  lay  under  to  us :  and  if  we  would 
come  to  him  at  Toledo,  where  he  should  be  in  a 
month,  we  should  see  whether  or  no  be  was  mn 
gratefiiL 

Nor  did  the  daughter  of  dus  nobleman  forget  to 
thank  us  for  her  happy  deliverance :  and  as  Rt^hael 
and  I  imagined  we  should  please  Don  Alphonso, 
by  giving  him  an  oppovtunity  of  talking  a  moment 
m  iMtvate  with  that  young  widow,  we  gratified  his 
desire,  by  amusing  the  Count  de  Pdian.  ^  Fair 
Bferaphina  (said  Don  Alphonso  to  the  lady,  in  a 
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low  Toice)  1  will  no  longer  eomplain  of  the  fate 
that  compels  me  to  live  like  a  man  banished  from 
civil  society,  since  I  have  been  so  happy  as  to  con- 
tribute to  the  important  service  which  yon  have 
received." — '*  How !  (answered  she,  sighing)  is  i^ 
yon  who  have  saved  my  life  and  honour  ?  Is  it  to 
you  that  my  father  and  I  are  so  much  indebted  f 
Ah !  Don  Alphonso !  why  did  you  kill  my  brpther?" 
She  said  no  more ;  but  he  easily  perceived  by  these 
words,  and  the  tone  in  which  they  were  pnmounc- 
edy  that  if  he  was  violently  in  love  wiA  Seraphina, 
she  was  no  less  enamoured  of  him. 
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X  HE  Cmint  De  Polan,  having  spent  one  half  of 
Ae  night  in  thanking  and  asturaig  us  that  we  might 
tiepend  upon  his  gratitude,  called  the  landlord,  in 
order  to  consult  with  him  about  the  means  of  ge^ 
ting  in  safe^  to  Turin,  whither  he  designed  to  go. 
We  left  that  noUeman  to  take  his  measures  accord- 
ingly,  and  departing  from  the  inn,  followed  the 
road  that  Lamela  was  pleased  to  choose. 

After  haying  travelled  two  hours,  day  surprised 
us  near  Campelio;  upon  which  we  immediately 
betook  ourselves  to  the  mountains  which  are  b^ 
tween  that  village  and  Requeua,  and  there  passed 
the  day  in  reposing  oursdves,  and  counting  our 
finances,  whicn  were  a  good  deal  increased  by  the 
money  of  the  robbers ;  for  above  three  hundred 
fnstolet  were  found  in  their  pockets.    As  soon  as 
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it  was  6mA  we  set  forward  again,  and  next  raomiBg 
entered  the  kingdom  of  Valencia.  We  redred  to 
the  first  wood  that  presented  itself  to  our  yieWi 
and  poshing  a  good  way  into  it,  arrived  at  a  place 
throQgh  which  a  rivnlet  of  crystalline  water  gendy 
tflidea  in  its  way  to  join  the  streams  of  the  wbAbt 
Mviar.*  The  shade  projected  by  the  trees^  and  die 
grass  which  the  place  afforded  in  abnndance  to  oor 
horses,  would  have  determine  us  to  halt  here, 
even  if  we  had  not  been  resolved  upon  it  before. 
We  alighted  therefore,  and  prepared  to  pass  the 
day  very  agreeably ;  but  when  we  went  to  break- 
htkf  found  very  little  provision  left.  We  began  to 
want  bread,  and  our  botde  was  become  a  body 
without  a  souL  ^  Gentlemen  (said  Ambrose)  the 
most  charming  retreats  are  but  disagreeable  with- 
out Bacchus  and  Ceres;  our  provision  must  he 
renewed ;  I  will  for  that  purpose  go  to  Xelva,  an 
handsome  town  not  above  two  leagues  firom  heooe; 
to  that  the  Journey  will  soon  be  finished.'*  So 
saying,  he  fixed  the  botde  and  havresack  on  one 
of  the  horses,  and  mounting  on  top  of  them,  went 
out  of  the  wood,  with  a  dispatch  that  promised 
speedy  return. 

He  did  not  come  back,  however,  so  soon  as  we 
eqiected ;  more  than  half  of  the  day  elwpsed,  and 
night  was  ready  to  cover  the  trees  with  her  sooQr 
wings,  when  we  beheld  our  purveyor,  whose  stay 
had  b^gun  to  give  us  some  uneasiness.  He  exceed- 
ed oor  expecution  by  the  quantity  of  diings  with 
which  he  returned  laden ;  he  brought  not  only  the 
leathern  botde  filled  with  excellent  wine,  and  the 
knapsack  crammed  with  bread  and  all  sorts  qf 
roasted  venison,  but  also  a  great  bundle  of  doth, 


*  Giudalaviar,  a  river  of  Spain,  that  taking  its  riie 
ntar  the  source  of  the  river  Tagim,  on  the  conioes  of  Ar- 
ragoQ  and  New  Castile,  traverses  the  Brat  of  these  king- 
doms, enters  Valencia,  waters  the  capital,  and  dischaiges 
itself  into  the  gulf  of  that  name. 
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wUeb  we  dbi^ed  with  %  good  dtal  of  attentioiL 
He  peroeived  our  admiration,  and  said  with  a 
•mile,  ^*  I  defy  I)olr^.^Aphael,  and  all  the  world 
together,  to  guess  whyi-^ve  porcbased  .these 
things."  Saying  these  words,  helcKi^ed  the  bundle, 
to  show  the  particulars  o(  what  he  had  observed  in 
the  gross*  He  displayed  a  cloak,  and  very  long 
bladk  robe ;  two  doublets  with  their  hose }  one  of 
those  inkhoms  which  are  composed  of  tWo  pieces 
tied  together  by  a  string,  the  horn  of  which  is  se- 
parated from  the  pen-case ;  a  quire  of  fine  white 
paper,  and  a  padlock  with  a  large  seal  and  green 
wax ;  and  when  he  had  exhibited  his  whole  pur- 
chase, Don  Raphael  said  to  him  in  a  jocular  way, 
**  Egad,  Mr.  Ambrose,  it  must  be  confessed  you 
have  made  a  fine  bargain.  What  use,  if  you  please, 
do  you  intend  to  make  of  it  f " — "  An  admirable 
one  (replied  Lamela ;)  all  these  things  have  cost 
ne  but  ten  doubloons :  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
they  will  bring  us  in  more  than  five  hundred  }  you 
may  depend  upon  it,  I  am  none  of  those  who  in- 
cumber themselves  with  useless  efi*ects;  and  to 
convince  you  that  I  did  not  buy  all  this  like  a 
fool,  I  wiU  communicate  the  project  I  have  fom^ 
ed. 

'*  Having  fiirnished  myself  with  bread,  (added 
he)  I  went  into  a  cook's  shop,  where  I  ordered  six 
partridges,  as  many  pullets  and  young  rabbits  to 
be  put  to  the  fire ;  and  while  they  were  doing,  a 
man  came  into  the  shop  in  a  rage,  and,  complain- 
ing loudly  of  the  behaviour  of  a  merchant  in  town, 
said  to  the  cook,  *  By  St.  Jago  !  Samuel  Simon  is 
the  most  ridiculous  merchant  in  Xelva;  he  has 
afironted  me  in  open  shop ;  the  covetous  wretch 
would  not  give  me  credit  for  six  ells  of  cloth, 
though  he  knows  very  well  that  t  am  a  responsible 
tradesman,  and  that  he  can  lose  nothing  by  me. 
Is  he  not  a  strange  animal  f  He  sells  willingly  on 
credit  to  people  of  quality,  and  had  rather  venture 
with  them,  than  oblige  an  honest  citizen  without 
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any  risk.  Wcb  there  ever  sadi  madnets  ?  Pimmul 
Jew !  would  be  were  taken  in !  My  wbh  wil 
be  one  day  accomplished.  There  are  nerchaiits 
enoorii  of  my  opinion/ 

**  Hearing  the  tradesman  speak  in  this  manner, 
and  say  a  great  many  other  things  of  the  same 
nature,  I  had  a  certain  forewarning  that  I  should 
cheat  ibis  Samnd  Simon.  *  Friend  (said  I  to  the 
man  who  cbmplained)  what  is  the  character  of  this 
person  whom  yon  mention  .^' — *  A  very  bad  one 
(answered  he  hasdly  j^  I  assure  you  he  is  a  rank 
usurer,  though  he  aflects  the  manners  of  a  bose- 
volent  man.  He  was  a  Jew,  and  turned  Catholic  ; 
but  in  his  heart,  he  is  still  as  much  a  Jew  as  ever 
Pilate  was  :  for,  they  say,  he  abjured  for  interest' 
i  lent  an  attentive  ear  to  aU  the  discourse  of  the 
tradesman  ;  and  did  not  fail,  when  I  came  out  of 
the  cook's  shop,  to  enquire  for  Samuel  Simon's 
house.  A  person  showed  it  to  me :  I  surveyed  his 
shop,  examined  every  thing ;  and  my  imaginatioD, 
ready  at  a  call,  sketched  out  a  stratagem  which  I 
digested,  and  which  appeared  worthy  of  the  valet 
of  Signor  Gil  Bias,  i  went  to  a  broker's,  where  I 
bought  these  clothes ;  one  suit  for  acting  an  inqui- 
sitor, another  to  represent  a  scrivener,  and  the 
third  for  playing  the  part  of  an  alguasil. 

^  Ah,  my  dear  Ambrose !  (cried  Don  Raphael, 
interrupting  him  in  a  transport  of  joy)  what  a  won- 
derful idea !  what  a  glorious  plan !  I  am  jealous 
of  the  invention,  and  would  willingly  give  up 
the  greatest  strokes  of  my  life  to  be  thought  the 
author  of  such  a  happy  scheme!  Yes,  Laroela, 
(added  he)  I  see  all  the  richness  of  thy  design,  the 
execution  of  which  ought  to  give  thee  no  uneasi- 
ness. Thou  hast  occasion  fbr  two  good  actors  to 
second  thee,  and  they  are  already  found.  Thou, 
who  bast  the  air  of  a  devotee,  will  act  the  iuqni- 
sitor  very  well ;  I  will  represent  the  secretary ;  and 
Signor  Gil  Bias,  if  he  pleases,  shall  play  tlir  part 
of  an  alguazil :  thus   (continued  he)  are  thr  cues 
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distributed ;  to-morrow  we  will  act  the  piece,  sod 
I  will  answer  for  its  success,  ufiless  some  of  those 
unlucky  accidents  happen  which  confocmd  the  hmi 
concerted  designs." 

I  conceived  as  yet  but  very  confusedly  the  pM- 
ject  which  Don  Raphael  liked  so  much,  but  the 
whole  was  explained  to  me  at  supper,  and  the 
trick  seemed  ingenious.  After  having  dispatched 
part  of  our  venison  and  made  our  leathern  bottle 
undergo  a  copious  evacuation,  we  stretched  om^ 
selves  upon  the  grass,  and  were  asleep  in  a  very 
short  time.  *^  Cret  up,  get  up  (cried  Signor  Am- 
brose, at  day-break)  people,  who  have  great  enter- 
prises to  execute,  ought  not  to  be  lacy.^— *^  Deuce 
take  yon,  Mr.  Inquisitor  f said  Don  Raphael,  writ- 
ing) how  alert  you  are !  tnat  bodes  no  good  to  Mr. 
Simon."-^^*  I  grant  ft  (replied  Lament)  and  will 
moreover  tell  you  I  dimmed  this  \iight  that  I 
plucked  the  hairs  from  his  beard ;  is  not  that  a 
villanoas  dream  for  him,  Mr.  Secretary  f "  Tbe^e 
jokes  were  followed  by  a  thousand  more,  which 
put  ns  all  in  good  humour :  we  made  a  cheerful 
breakfast,  and  then  prepared  for  acting  our  several 
parts.  Ambrose  put  on  the  long  gown -and  cloak, 
which  gave  him  ail  the  air  of  a  conmiissary  of  the 
holy  office :  Don  Raphael  and  I  dressed  ourselves 
likewise  so  as  to  bear  a  pretty  good  resemblance 
to  a  secretary  and  alguazil.  We  employed  a  good 
deal  of  time  in  disguiring  ourselves,  and  it  was 
past  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  when  we  quitted 
the  wood,  and  set  out  for  Xelva.  It  is  true,  in- 
deed, we  were  in  no  hurry,  as  oar  comedy  would 
not  begin  before  the  twilight :  we  therefore  went 
at  a  very  slow  pace,  and  stopping  at  the  city  gate, 
waited  there  till  night 

As  soon  as  it  was  dark,  we  left  our  horses  in  this 
place  to  the  care  of  Don  Alpbonso,  who  was  veiy 
glad  that  he  had  no  other  part  to  perform.  Don 
Raphael,  Ambrose,  and  I,  went  immediately  into  a 
publican's  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  Mr.  Inqui* 
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tilor  goia^  fimMMt»  uOd  to  thr  laodbfd  mkh 
pett  grmyi^,  *<  Master,  I  want  to  talk  with  y<m 
m  prhratar^  The  laadloid  carried  as  into  a  pat^ 
looTy  where  Lamela  finding  him  aloae  with  ai, 
iaid,  ^I  aoi  commttiary  of  the  holy  office,  come 
Uiher  npoB  a  very  important  afiair."  At  these 
words  die  pabUcan  grew  pale,  and  replied  with  a 
faltering  voiee,  that  he  hop^  he  hsbd  given  no 
eanse  of  complaint  to  the  holy  inquisition.  ^^Thero- 
fi»e  (replied  Ambrose)  it  has  no  ialeotioa  to  give 
yon  any  trouble ;  God  ibrbid  that,  too  prompt  to 
ponish,  it  shooM  confoond  innocence  with  guilt ; 
It  is  severe,  bat  always  jast :  in  a  word,  a  man 
mast  deserve  its  chastisements  belbre  he  feels 
them.  It  was  not  you  who  broaght  me  to  Xelva, 
but  a  certain  merefaant  called  Samuel  Simon^  of 
whom  we  have  received  a  very  bad  report:  it  is 
said  that  he  is  still  a  Jew,  and  embraced  Christian- 
ity throngh  motives  purely  carnal.  I  order  yoo, 
therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  holy  office,  to  tell  me 
what  yoa  know  of  that  man*  Beware  of  excusing 
him,  on  account  of  his  being  your  neighbour,  and 
perhaps  your  friend ;  for  I  declare,  if  I  percave  in 

i^onr  evidence  the  least  reserve,  yon  yourself  are  a 
ost  tean.    Come,  secretary,  (added  he,  turning  to 
Baphaelh  do  your  duty." 

Ar.  Secretary,  who  already  had  his  paper  and 
inkhom  in  his  hand,  sat  down  at  a  table,  and  pre- 
pared with  the  most  serious  air  in  the  world  to 
write  the  deposition  of  the  landlord,  who,  on  his 
part,  protested  that  he  would  not  betray  the  truth. 
"  Well  then,  (said  the  commissary  inquisitor  to 
him)  let  us  begin :  answer  only  to  my  questions :  I 
ask  no  more.-*-Do  yon  see  Samuel  Simon  frequent 
the  church  f " — "  It  is  what  I  have  not  observed 
(said  the  publican)  I  don't  remember  to  have  seen 
him  at  church." — ^<^6ood!  (cried 'the  inquisitor^ 
Write,  that  he  is  never  seen  at  church." — ^^  I  don* 
say  so,  Mr.*  Commissary,  (replied  the  landlord)  I 
only  say,  that  I  never  saw  him  there  :  lie  may  be 
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a>'tbeMU9»e  church  with  mey  though  [  don't  per* 
ceive  him."  '^Friend  (said  Lamela)  you  (orgH 
lliiit  you  must  no^  in  your  examinadoni  excutf 
Samuel  Simon :  I  have  told  you  the  consequences 
of  it.  You  must  mention  only  those  things  .thai 
nrf  agaki^thhDi  and  no(  one  word  in  his  favour." — 
^'  If  that  be  the  case,  Signor  Licentiate  (resumed 
the  landlord)  you  can't  reap  much  from  my  depp* 
aition ;.  I  am  not  acquainted  widi  the  merchant  in 
question ;  therefore  can  say  neither  good  nor  ill 
of  him  I  but  if  you  want  to  know  how  he  lives  in 
his  own  family,  I  will  go  and  call  Qaspard  his 
YMrentJce,  whom  you  may  interrogate :  be  comes 
here  sometimes,  U>  make  merry  with  his  friends ; 
and  such  a  loi^ue  !  he  will  discover  the  whole  life 
and  conversation  of  his  master,  and,  I  warrant  it, 
find  employment  enough  for  your  secretary," 
•  **  1  like  your  frankness  (said  Ambrose)  and  yov 
iboW  your  seal  for.  the  holy  office,  by  loforAning 
me  .of  a- man  aicquatnced  with  the  morals  of  Simon. 
I  will  report  you  to  the  in<|aisitioo«  Make  haete, 
then  (cominued  he)  and  bring  hither  that  same 
-Gaspard,  whom  you  mention.  But  do  thmga  dia- 
creedy,  that  his  master  may  have  no  suspicion  of 
wJm  pas^ea."  The  publican  acquitted  himself  of 
his  commission  with  great  lecre<7  and  diligence, 
4M)4  hrotght  alotig  with  him  the  merchant's  *pren- 
lice,  who  was  just  such  a  very  talkative  young 
feUow  as*we  wanted*  '*  Welcome,  child  (aaid  htf 
mela  to  him)  you  see  in  me  an  inquisitor,  nominat- 
ed by  the  holy  office  to  take  informations^  againat 
ftaiauel  Simon,  who  is  accused  of  Judaism*.  Toa 
Uve  with  him,  and  of  consequence  are  witness  tp 
Abe  ^ttetest  part  of  ht^  behaviour.  I  believe  it  is 
niin^cessary.  to  advertise  you  of  the  obligation  you 
txe  under,  to  declare  aU  that  you  know  of  him, 
vsh^n  I.  order  you  to  do  ]bo,  in  the  name  of  the 
My  inqiiisltieti."  ^'Sagnor  Licentiate  (replied  the 
ytoag  man)  I  am  very  ready  to  satisfy  yon  on  that 

bend,  witboat  being  comoModedin  the  name  of  the 
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lioljr  oAce.  If  my  mattar  wu  to  take  am  fbr  Ui 
text,  I  am  persuaded  that  lie  woald  not  spare  om  ; 
I  will  therefore  deal  as  plainly  with  him,  and  tel 
yon,  in  the  first  place,  tiiat  he  is  a  dose  honksi 
whose  true  sentiments  it  is  iropossibie  to  discover 
one  who  affects  all  the  exteriors  of  a  holy  man,  but 
has  not  one  scruple  of  virtue  at  bottom.  He  goet 
every  evening  to  the  house  of  a  little  Abigail."-— 
**  I  am  fflad  to  hear  that,  (sud  Ambrose,  intermpi- 
ing  him)  and  I  see,  by  what  you  say,  that  he  is  a 
man  of  bad  morals :  but  answer  precisely  to  the 
questions  I  am  going  to  ask.  1  am  particularly 
enjoined  to  know  what  are  his  sentiments  with 
respect  to  religion.  Tell  me,  do  you  eat  pork  ta 
your  house?'' — <*I  don't  think  (replied  Craspard) 
that  we  have  eat  of  it  twice,  during  the  whole  year 
that  I  have  lived  with  him." — **  Very  well  (resum 
ed  master  inquisitor :)  write^  secretary,  that  pork  k 
never  eaten  m  the  house  of  Samuel  Simon.  But, 
to  make  amends  for  that  (continued  he)  you  doubt* 
less  eat  lamb  sometimes."-—**  Tes,  sometimes  (re- 
plied the  'prentice ;)  we  had  some,  for  example,  uuH 
Easter." — ^  A  lucky  epocha !  (cried  the  commit* 
saiy :)  write,  secretary,  that  Simon  keeps  the  twse* 
over.  This  goes  on  excellendy  well,  ana,  methiakst 
we  have  received  good  intelligence." 

**  Besides,  you  must  tell  me,  firiend  (added  La- 
mela)  if  vou  have  never  seen  your  master  caresa 
litde  children."— **  A  thousand  times'  ^replied 
Gaspard :)  when  he  sees  little  boys  pass  by  bis  shop, 
if  they  are  at  all  handsome,  he  stops  and  fondlea 
them." — ^*  Write,  master  secretary  (said  the  inqui- 
iitor,  interrupting  hirn^  that  Samuel  Simon  is  vio* 
lentiy  suspected  of  decoying  Christian  duldrai 
into  his  house,  in  order  to  cut  their  throats.    A  fine 

troselyte  indeed!  Oho!  Mr.  Simon,  you  shall 
ave  to  do  with  the  holy  office,  take  mv  word  fbt 
it :  you  must  not  imagine  that  you  will  be  allowei 
to  make  your  barbarous  sacrifices  with  impunity* 
Courage !  lealoua  Gaspard  (said  he  to  the  *prcft 
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liee)  dedftre  all  that  you  know  of  the  matter ;  aod 
give  as  to  understand,  that  this  false  Catholic  it 
more  attached  than  ever  to  the  Jewish  customs 
and  ceremonies.  Does  not  he  spend  one  day  of  thct 
wciek  in  total  inaction?^' — ''No,  (answered  Gas- 
IMU^d)  I  have  not  observed  that :  I  only  perceive 
that  on  some  days  he  shuts  himself  up  in  his  closet, 
wbere  he  remains  a  long  time." — ''  Ah  ha !  (cried 
the  commissary)  he  keeps  the  sabbath,  as  sure  as  I 
and  an  inquisitor.  Mark,  secretary,  mark  that  he 
religiously  observes  the  fast  of  the  sabbath.  Ah ! 
the  abominable  wretch !  I  have  onl  v  one  thing 
more  to  ask.  Does  not  he  speak  also  of  Jem* 
aahim!" — '*  Very  often  (replied  tlie  young  man)  he 
relates  to  us  the  history  of  the  Jews,  and  in  what 
UMumer  Uie  temple  of  Jerusalem  was  destroyed."— 
'^  Right !  (said  Ambrose.)  Master  secretary,  let  not 
this  piece  of  intelligence  escape  you :  write  in  large 
dnracters,  that  Samuel  Simon  breathes  nothing 
but  the  restoration  of  the  temple  ^  and  that  he  me* 
iKtales  night  and  day  the  re-establishment  of  bb 
nation.  I  do  not  want  to  know  any  more ;  there- 
ivre'it  is  needless  to  ask  any  other  questions  :  what 
the  trusty  Gaspard  has  deposed  is  enough  to  bring 
a  whole  synagogue  to  the  stake." 

Master  commissary  of  the  holy  office  having  in- 
terrogated the  'practice  in  this  manner,  told  him  he 
might  retire  :  but  ordered  him,  in  the  name  of  the 
iely  inquisition,  to  conceal  from  his  master  every 
tittle  of  what  had  passed.  Gaspard,  having  pro- 
mised to  obey,  took  his  leave ;  and  we  did  not 
tarry  long  after  he  went  out,  but  leaving  the  public 
ho«se  as  gravely  as  we  had  entered,  went  and 
knocked  at  the  door  of  Samuel  Simon,  who  opened 
it  with  bis  own  hand ;  and  if  he  was  astonished  to 
see  three  such  fig^ures  as  we  were,  he  was  much 
more  so,  when  Lamela,  being  spokesman,  said  to 
him,  wiib  an  imperious  tone,  *<Mr.  Samuel,  I  com- 
mand you,  in  the  name  (^  the  holy  inqiy sitioo,  of 
whkh  I  have  the  honour  to  be  commissary  to  de- 
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Irer  into  my  hand,  diit  iiMnit,  the  key  «f  yw 
doset :  I  want  to  Me  if  I  caimol  ind  iomcdiiiiy  to 
jitttify  the  hilbmatioDi  which  ha?e  been  {Hvieated 
to  OS  against  yoo.** 

The  merchant,  confoonded  at  dieie  wordii  reebd 
two  steps  backward)  as  if  he  had  received  a  blow 
on  the  stomach.  Far  from  sospecting  as  of  any 
trick,  be  believed  implicitly  that  some  secret  enemy 
wanted  to  subject  htm  to  the  suspicion  of  the  holy 
office ;  perhaps  too,  knowing  himself  to  be  no  good 
Cadiolic,  he  bad  cause  to  be  afraid  of  an  inlbma- 
tlon.  Be  that  as  it  will,  I  never  saw  a  man  mom 
disconcerted:  he  obeyed  without  resistance,  and 
opened  his  closet,  with  all  the  respect  that  a  man 
could  show  who  was  in  terror  or  the  inquisitioa« 
'^  At  least  (said  Ambrose  while  he  went  in)  at  least 
you  receive  the  orders  of  the  holy  office  withod 
oontumacv.  But  (added  he)  retire  into  anodior 
roooh  and  leave  me  at  liberty  to  perform  my  fun^ 
tion.  Samud  was  as  obedient  to  thb  order  as  to 
the  first :  he  remained  in  his  sliop,  while  we  tiwet 
entered  his  closet,  and  began  to  search  for  his  easily 
which  we  easily  found ;  for  it  was  in  an  open  ebffnri 
and  in  much  greater  quantity  than  we  could  eariy 
ofi^  consisdng  of  a  great  number  of  bags  piled  upon 
one  another;  but  the  whole  in  silver.  We  should 
have  Uked  gold  better }  but  things  being  as  they 
were,  we  were  fbin  to  accommodate  ourselves  to 
necessity,  and  fill  our  pockets  with  ducats.  Wt 
stufled  our  breeches  with  them,  and  crammed  thsM 
into  every  other  part  whkh  we  Judged  proper  to 
conceal  diem.  In  short,  we  were  heavy  ladeo^ 
though  our  cargo  did  not  itppear ;  and  this  wafe 
owing  to  the  address  of  Ambrose  and  Don  Raphaelf 
who,  by  their  behaviour  on  this  occasion,  let  me 
see  diat  there  is  nothing  Hke  %  man  being  maslsr 
of  his  trade. 

After  having  done  our  business  so  Sttcoessfidly» 
we  came  out  of  the  doset,  tnd,  for  a  reason  mt 
the  reader  will  easily  guess,  master  Inquisitor  took 
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•oftt  hit  padlock,  and  fixed  it  to  the  door  with  bit 
own  (land,  then  applying  the  leal,  said  to  Simon, 
^  Master  Samuel,  I  forbid  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
holy  inquisition,  to  touch  this  padlock,  as  well  as 
lh«  seal,  which  you  are  bound  to  respect,  since  it 
is  the  true  seal  of  the  lioly  office.  I  will  return  at 
the  same  hour  tonnonrow,  in  order  to  take  it  off, 
and  bring  further  ord^n  for  you."  So  sayinff,  he 
made  him  open  the  street  door,  through  whidi  we 
joyfully  passed,  one  after  another.  When  we  had 
gone  about  fifty  yards,  we  begsn  to  walk  with  such 
speed  and  nimbkness,  that  we  scarce  touched  the 
ground,  notwithstanding  the  bordau  which  we  car- 
Had*  We  soon  got  out  of  town,  and,  remounting 
our  horses,  pushed  towards  Segorba,  giving  thanks 
to  the  god  Mercory  for  such  an  h^py  event 
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Wn  travelled  all  night,  according  to  our  ordi- 
nary custom,  and  found  ourselves  at  break  of  day 
near  a  little  villa^  two  leagues  from  Segorba.  As 
we  were  all  fatigued,  we  willingly  quitted  the 
highway,  to  get  among  some  willows,  which  we 
perceived  at  the  bottom  of  a  little  hill,  ten  or 
twelve  hundred  paces  from  the  village,  in  which  we 
did  not  think  proper  to  stop.  We  found  that  the 
wiUows  yielded  an  agreeable  shade,  being  watered 
by  a  small  rivulet ;  and  the  place  suiting  our  taste, 
we  resolved  to-  spend  the  aay  in  it  Alighting, 
therefore,  we  unbridled  our  horses  to  let  them  feed, 
and  lay  down  upon  the  grass,  where  we  took  a  little 
repose.  We  then  emptied  our  knapsack  and  lea- 
thern bottle,  and  having  made  a  plentiful  break- 
fast, counted  all  the  money  which  we  had  taken 
from  Samuel  Simoo»  and  which  amounted  to  three 
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thoasand  ducats ;  so  that,  with  this  saiii|  and  wb«t 
we  had  before,  we  might  have  boasted  of  having  a 
pretty  good  stock. 

As  it  was  necessary  for  some  of  us  to  go  and  buy 
provision,  Ambrose  and  Don  Raphael,  having  qoi^ 
led  their  dress  of  inquisitor  and  secretary,  said 
that  they  would  take  that  charge  upon  themselves ; 
that  the  adventure  at  Xelva  had  only  whetted 
their  appetite ;  that  they  longed  to  be  at  Segorba, 
to  see  ijf  some  occasion  would  not  ofier  of  striking 
a  new  stroke. — **  You  have  nothing  to  do  (added 
the  son  of  Lucinda)  but  wait  for  us  under  thete 
willows ;  we  will  not  tarry,  but  rejoin  yon  in  a 
very  short  time."—"  Signor  Don  Raphael  (cried  I, 
laughing)  bid  us  rather  wait  for  you  till  doomsday; 
if  yon  leave  us  now,  I  believe  we  need  not  eipect 
to  see  you  sooner." — "  We  are  affronted  by  your 
suspicion  (replied  Signor  Ambrose)  but  we  deserve 
it  at  your  hands  ;  your  distrust  is  excusable,  after 
what  we  did  at  Valladolid  ;  and  we  cannot  blame 
you  for  thinking  that  we  will  make  no  more  scrapie 
of  forsaking  you  than  of  abandoning  our  comrades 
in  that  city :  but,  however,  you  are  mistaken :  the 
confederates, .  from  whose  company  we  withdrew, 
were  persons  of  very  bad  character,  and  their  so- 
ciety began  to  crow  insupportable.  We  must  do 
justice  to  people  of  our  profession,  by  affirming 
that  there  are  no  associates  in  civil  life  less  divided 
by  interest  than  they :  but  when  there  is  not  a  con- 
formity of  inclinatious  among  them,  their  good  un- 
derstanding may  be  broke,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
rest  of  mankind.  Wherefore,  Signor  Gil  Bias, 
(added  Lamela)  we  beg  that  you  andDonAlphonso 
will  have  a  little  more  confidence  in  us ;  and  let 
not  the  desire  of  Don  Raphael  and  me  to  go  to  Se- 
gorba  give  you  the  least  uneasiness." 

"  It  is  an  easy  matter  Tsaid  the  son  of  Lucinda) 
to  rid  them  of  all  cause  or  anxiety  :  let  them  remain 
masters  of  the  cash,  and  they  will  have  in 
their  own  hands  good  security  for  our  return.  You 
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»,  Sigsor  Oil  Blat  (ttdded  be)  that  we  come  to  the 
point  at  once.  You  shall  hare  pledges  in  yoar 
iNUddt,  aod  I  can  assure  you  that  Ambrose  and  I 
will  set  out  without  the  least  apprebeosion  of  your 
mring  us  the  slip.  After  such  a  certain  mark  of  our 
idelity,  won't  you  trust  entirely  to  our  promise  f " 
^*^  Tes,  gentlemen  (said  I)  and  you  may  now  do 
what  you  please."  They  departed  immediately 
with  the  leathern  bottle  and  knapsack,  leaving  me 
nnder  the  wilkiws  with  Don  Alphonso,  who,  after 
they  were  gone,  laid  to  me,  ^  Signor  Gil  Bias,  I 
must  diadose  my  sentinients  to  you.  I  upbraid 
myself  with  having  bad  the  complaisance  to  come 
so  hx  with  two  sharpers :  you  cannot  imagine  how 
olten  I  have  repented  of  this  my  conduct.  Yes- 
terday, while  I  took  care  of  the  horses,  I  made  a 
thousand  mortifying  refections :  I  considered,  that 
it  ill  became  a  young  man,  who  has  principles  of 
honour,  to  live  with  such  wicked  wretches  as  Don 
Raphael  and  Lamela:  that  i^  unluckily,  one  day, 
which  may  not  be  far  ofi^  a  trick  should  miscarry, 
by  which  we  shall  fall  into  the  bands  of  justice,  I 
ball  be  sbamefuUy  punished  with  them  as  a  thief, 
and  undergo  the  most  infamous  chastisemenu 
These  images  incessantiy  occur  to  my  fancy ;  and  I 
own  I  have  resolved,  tbil  I  may  no  longer  be  an 
accomplice  of  their  misdemeanors,  to  separate  from 
them  for  ever.  I  don't  believe  (continiied  be)  tha^ 
you  will  disapprove  of  my  design." — "  No,  I'll  ai- 
tare  you  (answered  I)  though  you  have  seen  me 
act  the  part  of  an  algnaiil,  in  the  comedy  of  Samuel 
Simon,  don't  imagine  that  these  sorts  of  pieces  are 
to  my  taste,  I  tiSie  heaven  to  witness,  that  while 
I  played  such  a  fine  part,  I  said  within  myself^ '  In 
faith,  Mr.  Gil  Bias,  if  justice  should  now  come 
and  seize  you  by  the  collar,,  you  would  richly  de- 
serve the  salary  which  she  would  bestow.'  I  feel 
myself,  therefore,  no,  more  disposed  tlian  .you, 
Siguor  Don  Alphonso,  to  remain  longer  in  such 
good  company  *  and  if  yon  will  give  me  leave,  J 
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wiD  acoMnpaay  yoo.  Wfaoi  the  gndemea  ritnm, 
we  will  demand  our  tbare  of  the  finaBcee,  and  t«H 
morrow  morning,  or  thii  very  night,  bid  them  am 
eternal  adieu." 

The  beautiM  Seraphina't  lover  approved  of  my 
proposal :  *^  Let  ns  (aaid  he)  get  into  Valencia,  an4 
embarli  for  Italy,  where  we  may  engage  in  the 
Venetian  service.  It  it  not  better  to  carry  aroMy 
than  lead  this  base  gnilty  life  f  we  shall  even  be  in 
n  condition  to  make  a  pretty  good  figwe  with  the 
money  which  we  have :  not  tbst  I  can  usesoebiU- 
gotten  wealth  without  remerse ;  but,  besides  that 
«  I  am  compelled  by  neoesnty,  if  ever  I  make  the 
least  fi>rtnne  in  war,  I  swear  that  I  will  iodemmfy 
Samuel  Simon/'  I  assured  Don  Alphonso,  thai  I 
entertained  the  same  sentiments;  and,  in  short,  we 
eesolved  to  leave  our  comrades  next  morning  b^re 
day.  We  had  not  the  least  temptation  to  profit 
by  thw  abience,  that  ii,  to  decamp  immediately 
with  the  cash :  the  confidence  they  had  shewn,  in 
leaving  ns  masters  of  the  money,  did  not  permit  as 
to  harbour  such  a  thought. 

Ambrose  and  Don  Raphael  returned  fi*om  So- 
gorba  in  the  evening;  and  the  first  thing  they  toU 
us  was,  that  their  journey  had  been  prosperous ; 
that  they  had  laid  the  fcmndation  of  a  stratagem, 
which,  in  all  Ulielihood,  would  be  more  ■  advan** 
tageous  than  the  last  Accordingly,  the  son  ot 
liucinda  was  going  to  bfimn  us  of  the  partkdafs, 
when  Don  Alphonso  declared  his  resolution  la 
leave  them ;  and  let  them  know  that  I  had  the 
same  intention.  They  used  aU  their  endeavoors^ 
in  vain,  to  engage  us  to  accompany  than  in  theii. 
expeditions ;  for  we  took  leave  of  diein  next  day  i 
after  having  made  an  equal  partition  of  the  money* 
and  proceeded  on  our  way  to  Valencia. 
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'  Wft  pushed  f<N-#ard  eheerftdly  at  far  at  Bnunrti 
Whtre,  mrfbrtimatei y.  b^g  obliged  no  huh,  Don 
MpliOfitG^fell  tick  or  a  high  fefer,  with  violM:  pa- 
roiyWns,  whidi  made  me  alhitd  of  bit  life  Latnlt 
there-  Wat  no  phyticiati  in  the  plaee,  and  1  inmt  cm 
fer  nny  fhar  t  be  was  out  of  danger  at  the  cno  of 
fbree  dayt,  and  my  eatfe  helped  to  re^ettAbiitb  bb 
beakb.  He  tbew^d  bimtelf  Tery  tentible  of  what 
I  had  done  •  for  him ;  and  at  we  felt  a  reciprocal 
Mndnett  ftir  one  another,  we  awore  an  eterMrf 
Mendthip. 

We  betook  oattelTet  again  to  'Af%  road,  MiUre-^ 
totved,  when  we  thoald  arriire  at  Vahficia,  to^ 
take  the  first  opportunity  of  a  pattage  into  Italy. 
But  heaven  dispoted  6(  ut  otherwise*  Seeing  m 
nmnber  of  peatants  of  both  seiet  dancing  ki  m 
circle,  and  making  merry  before  the  gate  of  a  fine  * 
cattle,  we  approached  to  behold  their  toirth}  and 
Don  Alphonto  expected  nothing  lest  than  the  sut^ 
prise  with  which  lie  wut  tdied  all  of  a  sudden.  Be 
perceived  the  Baron  De  Steinbacb,  who  no  sooner 
knew  him  again,  than  he  ran  to  him  with  open 
arms,  sayingj  in  a  transport  of  Joy,  ^  Ah«  Don  Ai- 
phonso  !  is  it  you  !  what  an  agreeabte  rencounter 
is  this !  while  enquiry  is  made  after  you  all  over 
the  kingdom,  chance  presenu  you  to  mv  view." 

My  companion,  aligiiting  immediately,  ran  and 
embraced  the  Baron,  whose  joy  seemed  immode-*' 
mte.  ^  Gome,  my  son  (said  the  good  old  man  to 
him)  you  will  now  know  who  you  are,  and  enjoy 
the  most  perfect  bappinett.'*  So  tuying,  he  carried 
him  mto  the  cattle,  which  I  likewise  entered  along 
widi  them  :  for  while  they  embraced  one  another/ 
I  had  alighted  and  tied  ^ur  horses  to  a  tree.  The 
master  of  the  castle  was  the  first  person  wliom  we 
met.  He  was  a  man  of  about  fifty  years  ef  age, 
G  fi  Vol.  II.       . 
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■ad  a  very  engngiiig  aspect:  ** Sigoor  (mid  dbt 
BaroQ  de  Slciobtich,  pretentiiig  Don  AIpDoaio  to 
him)  behold  year  lOiL**—- At  ihate  words,  Doa 
Caesar  de  Ley  va  (lo  was  the  master  of  the  casde 
flailed)  threw  his  arms  about  Doa  Alpboaso's  neck,' 
aad  wtepbg  with  Joy,  *<  My  dear  sod  (said  he)  yaa 
see  ia  me  the  author  of  yoar  beinf^ :  u  I  have  let 

Ki  remaia  so  long  in  igaorance  of  yoar  birth,  be* 
e  me,  I  did  ia  that  a  ernel  violeace  to  myself  t 
I  have  a  thoasand  times  nghed  with  sorrow ;  but  I 
could  aot  do  otfaetwise.  I  married  yoar  mother 
AiVNigh  iaeliaation,  though  she  was  of  a  birth  ia- 
Urim  to  miae ;  aad  lived  under  the  authority  of  a 
harsh  father,  who  ledaced  me  to  the  necessity  of 
keeping  secret  a  marriage  contracted  wMkhu  bii 
coaseat.  The  Baron  De  Steinbach  aloae  was  in  my 
eonfideace,  and  it  was  in  concert  with  me  that  ha 
brought  you  up.  Id  short,  my  father  is  no  morst 
Wid  I  am  now  at  liberty  to  declare  you  my  sole 
.jcir^  This  ii  not  all  (added  be)  you  shall  be  mar- 
ried to  m  young  lady,  whose  nobilky  equals  mine." 
-^**  Sigaor  (cruNi  Don  Alphonso,  interrupting  him) 
don't  make  roe  pay  too  dear  for  the  happiness 
which  you  bestow.  Cannot  I  know  that  I  have  the 
hoaour  of  being  your  son,  without  learning,  at  the 
same  time^  that  you  want  to  make  me  unhappy  i 
Ah,  sir !  be  not  more  cruel  tbaa  your  own  fiither, 
who  though  he  did  not  approve  of  your  passion, 
was  not  so  severe  as  to  force  yon  to  marry," — ^'Son 
(replied  Don  Ca^ar)  I  don't  intend  to  tyrannise 
Qvw  your  affections :  but  be  so  complaisant  as  to 
see  the  lady  whom  I  destioe  for  yoor  bed  ;  that  u 
all  X  eiact  of  your  obedience.  Though  she  is  a 
charming  creature,  and  a  very  advantageous  match 
tor  you,  I  promise  not  to  constrain  you  to  make 
bet  your  wife.  She  is  now  in  the  castJe ;  follow  me, 
Md  you  wUl  awD  that  there  never  was  a  more 
amiable  object."  So  saying,  he  conducted  Don 
Alphonso  into  an  apartment,  whither  I  atteuded 
them,  with  the  Baron  de  Stebbach. 
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There  was  the  Count  de  Polu,  with  hii  two 
daughters,  Seraphina  and  Julia,  and  Don  Ferdinand, 
his  son«in-law,  who  was  nephew  to  Don  Csesar ; 
there  were  other  ladies  and  gentlemen  present  also. 
Don  Ferdinand  (as  was  already  observed^  had  car- 
ried off  Julia ;  and  it  was  on  occasion  oi  the  mar- 
riage of  these  two  lovers  that  the  peasants  of  the 
neighbourhood  were  assembled  to  make  merry. 
As  soon  as  Don  Alphonso  appeared,  and  his  fattier 
bad  presented  him  to  the  company,  the  Count  de 
Polan  got  up,  and  running  to  embrace  Um,  said, 
**  Welcome,  my  deliverer !  Don  Alphonso  (added 
he)  observe  the  power  that  virtue  has  on  generous 
minds  :  if  you  killed  my  son,  yon  have  also  saved 
my  life,  i  sacrifice  my  resentn^ent  to  you,  and 
give  you  that  Seraphina,  whose  honour  you  have 
preserved.  In  this  manner  I  acquit  mvself  of  my 
obligation.''  The  son  of  Don  Caesar  did  not  fail  to 
testify  to  the  Count  de  Polan  how  much  he  was 
affected  with  his  generosity;  and  I  don't  know 
whether  he  felt  more  joy  in  discovering  his  birth, 
or  in  learning  that  he  was  to  be  Seraphina's  hus- 
band. In  effect,  that  marriage  was  celebrated  in  a 
few  days  after,  to  the  infinite  satis&cdon .  of  the 
parties  concerned. 

As  I  was  also  one  of  the  Count's  deliverers,  that 
nobleman,  who  knew  me  again,  assured  me,  he 
would  take  upon  himself  the  care  of  making  my 
fortune  ;  but  I  thanked  him  for  his  generosity,  and 
would  not  leave  Don  Alphonso,  who  made  me 
steward  of  his  house,  and  honoured  me  with  his 
confidence.  Scarce  was  he  married,  when  the  trick 
which  had  been  played  upon  Samuel  Simon  lying 
on  his  conscience,  he  sent  me  to  the  merchant  with 
all  the  money  which  had  been  stolen  from  him.  I 
went  accordingly  to  make  restitution,  and  began 
the  business  of  a  steward,  by  doing  that  which 
ought  to  be  the  end  of  it 

KNP  OF  THE  SIXTH  BOOK- 
You  2.  14 


GIL  BLAS 


SANTILLANE. 


/   M     if.; 


I''* 


.'  r. :  .l.UT/  / 


ADVENTURES 


OF 


GIL  BLAS  OF  SANTILLANB. 


BOOK  VII. 


CHjiPTER  I. 


I  WENT  accordingly  to  Xelva^tomakereMhutioii 
of  the  three  thontand  ducats,  which  we  had  stole 
from  Samuel  Simon ;  and  irill  fireely  own,  I  wu 
tempted  on  the  road  to  convert  the  money  to  my 
own  use,  in  order  to  begin  my  stewardship  under 
happy  auspices.  This  i  might  have  done  with  im^ 
pututy ;  for,  had  I  travelled  five  or  six  davs,  and 
then  returned,  as  if  I  had  acquitted  myself  of  my 
commission,  Don  Alphonso  and  his  father  would 
never  have  suspected  my  fidelity.  I  did  not  yield, 
however,  to  the  temptation,  which  I  surmounted 
like  a  lad  of  honour ;  a  victory  not  a  little  conn 
mendable  in  a  young  feBow,  who  had  associated 
widi  mat  cheats.  There  fure  a  great  many,  who^* 
thougs  acquainted  with  honest  people  only,  are 
wt  so  scn^nloas ;  those,  especially,  who  are  on* 
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trusted  with  tains  wbicb  they  may  keep,  without  iih 
terestiDg  their  reputation. 

Having  made  restitution  to  the  merchant,  who 
expected  nothing  less,  I  returned  to  the  castle  of 
Leyva,  which  the  Count  de  Polan  having  left,  had 
et  out  again  for  Toledo  with  Julia  and  Don 
Ferdinand.  I  found  my  pew  fnaster  more  captivated 
than  ever  with  Sef apmita^  h!s  S^phina  enchanted 
by  biro,  and  Don  Ctesar  charmed  with  the  posses* 
sion  of  them  both :  I  endeavoured  to  get  the  friend- 
sbip  pfihia  tf ivlv  father^  and  succe^ed ;  I  became 
tl^r4^lHe'ftfm(ly;  regulkMl  eVbry'tUin^^Al^, 
received  money  from  the  farmers,  disbursed  for  the 
expence  of  house-keeping,  and  had  a  despotic  pow- 
er over  all  the  servanU.  But^  contrary  to  the  usual 
practice  of  stewards,  I  ^id  not  ^buse  my  power ;  I 
did  not  turn  away  those  domestics  who  displeased 
me,  nor  expected  that  the  rest  should  be  entirely 
devoted  to  my  wijl ;  if  they  addressed  themselves 
directiy  to  Don  Cfesdr^  bt  his  son,  when  they 
wanted  any  favour,  far  from  thwarting  their  in 
terest,  I  always  spoke  in  their  behalf;  besides,  the 
vmrku  of  affection  which  I  etery  nomelit  ree^JH 
from  my  mastfers  inspired  me  with  iseal  for  tb^ 
wvnn^'p  aod  I  had  nothing  but  Ihehr  iaieresi  ii 
view*  There  was  no  kgeniteain  iA  my  mAmiai^ 
liration :  and  I,  was  such  a  steward  as  is  oot^v«r^ 
di^  to  be  aut  with.  While  I  tojoyed  the  happb- 
iess  of  my  coaditioit,  love,  afc  If  he  had  bmi 
•ealons  of  wkilt  fortnae  had  d^ne  ibr  me,  bad  m 
fmad  that  I  shoald  owe  some  Ikvonfl  to  bin  abo; 
wd  produced '  in  the  heart  of  Dame  lioresc* 
^apAora^  cbitf  Wattbg-wdmao  to  Seraphinai  a  vio^ 
lent  ioelinntioa  for .  vaster  steward.  Jif y  cbaquM 
(to  relate  things  like  a  foithful  historian)  gteaecd 
WM  her  fiftiedi  year;  bat  a  Ihrely  lodk,  aa  agivt* 
aUe.comilrtMace,*  and  tifo  fide  eyes,  which  elk 
katw  howto  ps^  la  the  best  advaai^gs,  mifht  ha 
said  to  make  her  still  pass  for  the  object  of  an 
intrigue :  I  could  have  wished  only  for  a  few  roses 
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in  ber  complezion,  for  she  was  eitreaiely  pale,  a 
circuBMtance  which  I  did  not  fail  to  attribute  to 
the  aotterity  of  celibacy. 

The  lady  practised  upon  me  a  long  time  by  looks, 
in  which  her  passion  was  painted :  but  instead  of 

ntwering  ber  glances,  I  at  first  seemed  not  to 
perceive  her  design ;  by  which  behaviour  I  appeared 
to  her  as  a  novice  in  gallantry ;  a  discovery  that 
she  did  not  dislike.  Imagining,  therefore,  thai 
die  ought  no  longer  to  confine  herself  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  eyes,  with  a  young  man  whom  she 
believed  less  knowing  than  he  was;  during  the 
very  first  conversation  we  had  together,  she  de- 
dared  her  sentiments  in  form,  that  I  might  not  be 
ignorant  of  them  for  the  future.  This  she  per* 
formed  like  one  .who  had  been  at  school.  She 
feiffned  to  be  disconcerted  while  she  spoke  to  me, 
and  after  having  freely  expressed  all  that  sh^  had 
to  say,  hid  her  face,  to  make  me  believe  she  was 
ashamed  of  letting  me  see  her  weakness.  There 
was  no  resisting ;  and  though  I  was  tietermined 
more  by  vanity  than  inclination,  I  showed  myself 
very  sensible  of  her  afiection :  I  even  afiected  to  be 
urgent,  and  acted  the  passionate  lover  so  well,  diat 
I  attracted  her  reproaches.  Lorenca  reproved  me, 
but  with  6o  much  gentleness,  that  while  she  re* 
comtuended  moderation  to  me,  she  seemed  not  at 
all  sorry  at  ray  want  of  it.  I  should  have  pushed 
diingt  still  farther,  if  the  beloved  olgeet  bad  not 
l>eeii  aflraid  of  glviag  ne  a  bad  opinion  of  bier 
virtue,  by  granting  me  a  victory  too  cheap.  We 
therefore  parted  Sli  another  occasion;  sephora, 
|«rsuaded  that  her  false  resistance  made  me  loolc 
Upon  her  as  a  vestal,  abd  1,  elevated  with  the 
sweet  hope  of  bringing  the  adventure  soon  to  a 
cGndusidn. 

My  aiTain  were  in  this  dtuation,  when  one  of 
Don  Caesar's  lacqnies  told  me  a  piece  of  news 
Which  tooderated  my  joy.  This  young  feUow  was 
one  of  those  cturious  domestics,  who  make  it  tiieir 
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business  to  discover  what  passes  in  the  family*  As 
he  was  very  assiduous  in  paying  his  court  to  me^ 
and  regaled  me  every  day  with  something  new ;  be 
came  one  morning,  and  told  me  that  he  had  made 
a  pleasant  discovery,  which  he  would  communicate 
to  me,  on  condition  tliati  should  keep  it  secret: 
because  it  regarded  dame  Lorenca  Sepnora,  whose 
resentment  (he  said)  he  was  afraid  of  incurring.  I 
was  too  eager  to  hear  what  he  had  to  say,  not  to 
promise  secrecy ;  but  without  seeming  to  be  th9 
least  concerned,  I  asked  him,  with  all  the  in- 
difference I  could  aflect,  what  the  discovery  was 
with  which  he  intended  to  entertain  me.  *'  Lorenca, 
(said  he,)  every  evening,  privately  admits  into  her 
apartment  the  surgeon  of  the  village^  a  very  stout 

Jonng  fellow,  and  the  rogue  always  remains  with 
er  a  considerable  dme.    I  am  willing  to  believ 
(added  he,  with  a  satirical  smile)   that  this  be 
haviour  may  be  very  innocent ;  bat  yon  must  allow 
that  a  young  man,  who  slips  so  mysteriously  into  a 
maid's  chamber,  gives  a  handle  to  scandal  to  be 
very  free  with  her  character.'* 

Although  tliis  report  gave  me  as  much  pain  as  L 
I  had  been  actually  in  love,  I  took  care  to  conceal 
my  vexation ;  I  even  constrained  myself  so  much 
as  to  laugh  at  the  news  that  pierced  me  to  the 
very  soul.  But  I  indemnified  myself  for  that  con* 
stnunt,  as  soon  as  I  saw  myself  alone.  I  cursed,  I 
swore,  and  mused  upon  the  resolution  I  should 
take.  Sometimes,  despising  liorenca,  I  proposed 
to  abandon  her,  without  even  deigning  to  come  to 
an  explanation  with  the  coquette ;  and  sometimes, 
imagining  that  I  was  bound  in  honour  to  banish 
the  surgeon  from  the  house,  I  formed  the  design  of 
challenging  him  to  single  combat :  this  last  resolu- 
tion prevailed  ;  I  lay  in  ambush  towards  the  even- 
mg,  and  sure  enough  perceived  my  man  enter  with 
a  mysterious  air  into  the  apartment  of  my  duenna. 
This  was  necessary  to  si^iport  my  fury :  I  weni 
out  of  the  castle,  and  posted  myself  on  the  road 
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by  whidi  ihe  gallant  most  retora .  here  I  waited 
for  him  without  flinchiDgy  and  every  moment  the 
detire  of  fighting  with  him  increased.  At  lengthi 
my  enemy  appeared,  And  I  went  forwards  lome 
yards  like  a  Drawcansir ;  but  I  don't  know  how  the 
levil  It  happened,  I  found  myself  all  of  a  sudden 
eized,  like  one  of  Homer's  heroes,  with  an  emotion 
of  fear  that  arrested  my  steps ;  and  I  stood  as  much 
confounded  as  Paris,  when  he  presented  himself  to 
fight  Menelaus.  I  began  to  consider  my  man,  who 
seemed  strong  and  vigorous ;  and  his  sword  ap« 
peared  to  be  of  an  excessive  length.  All  this  had 
its  efiect  upon  me  ^  neverthdess,  out  of  a  point  of 
honour,  or  otherwise,  though  I  saw  the  danger  with 
magnifying  eyes ;  and,  in  spite  of  nature,  which 
made  obstinate  ettotu  to  make  me  desist,  I  had  the 
boldness  to  advance  towards  the  surgeon,  and  un- 
sheath  my  rapier. 

Surprised  at  my  action,  he  cried,  "  What  is  the 
matter,  Mr.  Gil  Bias  f  what  is  the  meaning  of  these 
demonstrations  i  You  are  pleased  to  be  merry,  I 
suppose."  *'  No,  Mr.  Barber,  (I  replied,)  yon  are 
mistaken ;  I  am  in  a  very  serious  humour,  and 
want  to  know  whether  or  not  you  are  as  brave  as 
gallant  You  must  not  expect  that  I  will  let  you 
possess  in  tranquillity  the  favours  of  the  lady 
whom  you  visit  at  the  castle."  *'  By  St.  Come  !* 
(said  the  surgeon,  bursting  into^a  loud  laugh,)  here 
IS  a  pleasant  adventure.  Egad,  appearances  are 
very  deceitfiil."  From  these  words,  imagining  that 
he  was  as  little  inclined  to  fight  as  I,  I  became 
more  insolent,  and  said,  <<  Friend,  that  won't  pass ; 
don't  think  that  I  will  be  satisfied  with  a  simple 
denial."  <*  I  see  then,  (answered  he,)  that  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  speak,  in  order  to  prevent  the  mis- 
chief which  might  happen  to  you  or  me ;  and  I 
must  reveal  a  secret,  although  people  of  our  pro- 


■&<• 


*  St  Come  was  a  phvsician  and  martyr ;  therefore  aot 
unproperiy  inroked  by  tM  nut^tL    « 
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(eMion  cannot  be  too  discreet.  If  Dame  Lormni 
ftdmits  fne  by  stealth  into  ber  apartment,  it  is  with 
»  yiew  of  concealing  her  distemper  from  the  ser* 
yants  :  she  has  an  inveterate  cancer  in  her  back^ 
which  I  dress  every  evening.  This  is  the  cause  ol 
the  visits  which  alarm  yon ;  so  that  yon  may  hence- 
forth keep  your  heart  at  ease.  Though,  (added 
he,)  if  yon  are  not  satisfied  with  this  declaration, 
bnt  absolutely  bent  upon  coming  to  points,  speak 
the  word  ;  I  am  yonr  man.''  So  saying,  be  drew 
his  long  rapier,  which  made  m^  fthiver ;  and  put 
himself  upon  his  guard.  **  Enoogh,  (said  I  to  hiaii 
sheathing  my  sword,)  I  am  not  a  brate,  to  refuse  to 
hear  reason  :  after  what  you  have  toM  me,  yon  arc 
alb  longer  my  enemy ;  let  ns  embrace." 

At  this  discourse,  which  shewed  him  that  I  was 
not  such  a  devil  as  I  at  first  appeared  to  be,  he 
laughed,  put  up  his  rapier,  gave  me  bis  hand : 
and,  in  abort,  we  parted  the  best  firiends  in  the 
world. 

From  that  moment  Sephora  presented  nodiiog 
but  disagreeable  ideas  to  my  imagination :  I  avoided 
every  opportunity  she  gave  me  of  eonverMog  with 
her  in  private;  and  that  with  such  caft  and 
affectation  that  she  perceived  my  disgust  Asto* 
oisked  *  at  such  a  change,  she  resoked  to  know  die 
cause ;  and  at  length,  finding  an  occasion  to  qieak 
with  me  apart,  *<  Mr.  Steward,  (said  she,)  pray  tell 
me,  why  you  avoid  the  sight  of  me ;  'tis  true,  I 
made  some  advances,  bnt  yon  made  soitable  r»* 
tfeifns.  Recollect,  if  yon  please,  the  privale  coo* 
versation  we  had  together :  you  was  then  all  fire, 
but  now  you  are  all  ice.  lYhat  is  the  meaning  of 
all  this  ?  This  was  a  very  delicate  question  for  a 
plain  man ;  consequently  it  embarrassed  me  not  a 
iktle.  I  dont  remember  the  answer  which  I 
made ;  bnt  it  displeased  very  mocb,  and  that  waa 
enough.  Septum,  though  by  her  sweet  modest  air 
one  wonld  have  taken  her  for  a  lamb,  was  a  veiy 
tygress  when  hcsr  wrath  prevwled.    I  thAaghl 
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(jiaid.  $he^  dartipgut  me  a  look  full  of  spiite  and 
w).  tha^  I  .(lid  a.  ffirpu;  deal  of.  bonoiir  to  a  lltde^ 
low  like  ^ou,  in  discovering  to  him  those  sentl- 
qi^tswhich.iioble  cavaliers. would  have  gloried  in 
eicitip^:  but  I  am  ^uatly  punished  for  having 
finyorthily  abased  ttiera  to  a  wretched  adventurer.  ] 
Qad  she  stopped  here,  I  should  have  thought, 
jnyself  cheaply  quit.  Her  tongue,  obedient  to  her 
fiir^,  honoured  me  with  a  hundred  epithets,  every 
poe  more  bitter  than  another.  I  ought  to  ii^ve 
ieard  them  Jn /cold  bloody  ai^d  reflated,  (hat^^n 
^bj^ping  the  itrioipph  of  her  virtue,  which  I  haa 
fti^f^teo,  I  committed  a  crijo^  that  no  woman 
i^n  focgiye.  But  I  wns  too  passionate  to  bear 
Kef)|roacbes,  ^t  which  a  sensible  man,  in  my  place, 
^pnld  have  laughed  :  and  my  patience  forsaking; 
^)«l^  ><'Hadam^  (said  I,^  we  ought  not  to  despise 
any  body  ;  if  those,  noble  cavaliers,  of  whom  you 
sjiieak^  hstd  seen  your  back,.  J.  am  sure  their  curio^ 
sity  would  have  proceeded  lio  farther*^'  I  had  no 
f((€U]f[r  uttered  this  repartee,  '*tban  the  furious 
(Wtma  gave.mje  the  rudest  bo^  on  the  ear  that  ever 
ij^r.afitonted  woman  bestowed, ,  I  did  not  wait  for 
4  iecehd;  but,  by  a  speedy  fligfat*  avoided  a  shower 
^  blows,  that  would  .certainly  have  fallen  upon  my 
^arcaie. 

,.jjt  thanked  heaven,  when  I  found  myself  extricated 
t0i  of  this  troublesome  affair  f  and  imagined  I  had 
notfiing  more  to  fear,  since  the  lady  had  revenged 
hers^lfT  I  -thought  that»  for  her  own  honour,  she 
would  never  mention,  the  adventure  :  and  indeed^, 
fifteen  days  elapsed  before  I  heard  any  thing  of  the. 
^tatter.  I  myself  began. to  forget  it,  when  I  under- 
itood  thfit  Sephora  \^asill :  I  was  humane  enough 
to  be  afflicted  at  the  aewt :  I  pitied  the  lady ;  and^ 
believing  that,  not  being  able  to  overcome  a  passion 
80  ill  requited,  she  had  fallen  a  victim  to  her  un- 
happy love,  I  reflected  with  sorrow  that  I  was  the 
cause  o^  her  indisposition,  and  at  least  lamented 
tiie  duenna,  if  I  could  not  love  her.    How  much 
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was  I  nittaken  in  my  opinion  !  her  tendemesf 
changed  into  hate ;  and,  at  th^  time,  her  whole 
stndy  was  to  do  roe  mischief. 

One  morning  being  alone  with  Don  Alphonso, 
and  observing  that  young  gentleman  pensive  and 
sad,  I  begged,  in  a  respectful  manner,  to  know  the 
cause.  '^  I  am  chagrined  (said  he^  to  find  Seraphina 
weak,  ilng^ateful,  and  unjust.  You  are  astonished 
at  this  information,  (added  he,  perceiving  that  I 
listened  with  surprise,)  and  yet  nothing  is  more 
true.  I  don't  know  what  cause  you  may  have 
given  dame  Lorenca  to  hate  you ;  but  you  are  as- 
suredly become  so  odious  to  her,  that  if  you  don't 
leave  the  castle  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  her 
death,  she  says,  will  be  inevitable.  You  ought  not 
to  doubt  that  Seraphina,  who  has  a  regard  for  you, 
at  first  revolted  against  a  hate  which  she  could  not 
gratify,  without  injustice  and  ingratitude.  But  in 
short,  she  is  a  woman  :  she  has  a  tender  afiectlon 
for  Sephora,  who  brought  her  up;  and  that  govern- 
ante  is  a  sort  of  a  mother  to  her,  whose  death  she 
would  reproach  herself  with,  if  she  was  not  weak 
enough  to  satisfy  this  her  desire :  as  for  my  part, 
notwithstanding  the  love  that  attaches  me  to  Sera- 
phina, I  shall  never  have  the  base  complaisance  to 
adhere  to  her  sentiments  on  this  subject  Perish 
all  the  duennas  in  Spain,  before  I  consent  to  die 
removal  of  a  young  man  whom  I  consider  more  ab 
a  brother  than  a  domestic." 

Alphonso  having  spoke  thus,  I  said  to  him, 
**  Signor,  I  am  bom  to  be  the  sport  of  Fortune  :  I 
thought  she  would  have  ceased  to  persecute  me  in 
your  house,  where  every  thing  flattered  me  with 
quiet  and  happy  days  :  but  how  agreeable  soever 
my  situation  may  be,  I  find  I  must  g^ve  it  up.'* 

**  Not  at  all ;  (cried  the  generous  son  of  Don  Cae- 
sar }\  leave  me  to  make  Seraphina  hear  reason :  it 
shall  never  be  said,  that  you  have  been  sacrificed 
to  the  caprice  of  la  duenna,  to  whom  too  much  con 
sideration  has  been  paid  in  other  respects." 
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^  Sir,  (sud  I,)  yott  wiH  only  provoke  Seraphina, 
in  resisting  lier  will.  I  had  ranch  rather  retire, 
than  by  a  longer  stay  in  this  place  mn  the  risli  of 
breeding  any  division  between  snch  a  happy  pair : 
that  would  be  a  misfortune  for  which  1  should 
never  be  consoled." 

Dob  Alphonso  forbad  me  to  take  any  such  reso^ 
Intion :  and  I  saw  him  so  fixed  in  the  design  of 
sopporting  me,  that  Lorenca  would  undoubtedly 
have  met  with  a  rebuff,  if  I  had  been  minded  to 
oppose  her.  At  certain  times,  being  piqued  agaiiMt 
tte  duenna,  I  was  tempted  to-  expose  her;  but 
when  I  came  to  consider,  that  i;i  revealing  her 
shame,  I  shonld  stab  the  heart  of  a  poor  crealare 
whose  indisposition  I  was  the  occasion  of;  and 
that  two  incurable  distempers  visibly  conducted 
her  to  the  grave,  my  resentment  was  changed  into 
compassion;  and  I  concluded,  that  since  I  was 
such  a  dangerous  mortal,  I  ought  in  conscience  to 
re-establisbj  by  my  retreat,  the  tranqudlity  of  the 
castle.  This  resolution  I  executed  the  very  next 
morning  before  day,  without  bidding  adieu  to  my 
two'  masters,  lest,  through  friendship  for  me,  they 
should  oppose  my  departure.  I  contented  myselif 
with  leaving  in  my  chamber  a  writing,  wherein 
was  contained  an  exact  account  of  my 
lion. 


CHAPTER 


I  WAS  mounted  on  a  good  horse  of  my  own, 
with  two  hundred  pistoles  in  my  portmanteau,  the 
best  part  of  which  I  had  got  by  the  banditti  whom 
we  slew,  and  the  share  of  the  three  thousand  du- 
cats which  had  been  stolen  from  Samuel  Simon ; 
r«)r'  Don  Alohonso,   without  making  me  restore 
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wiMtlhttd  fiBgered,  had  nnide  reititBtim  of  ihe 
wbok  MUD  out  of  his  own  pocket  Wberefort^ 
ooDtidering  nj  eftcts  as  wealth  become  lawfid,  I 
ei||oyed  h  withoal  tentfit.  I  was  in  poitentop 
of  a  ftmd,  therefore,  which  did  noi  allow  me  to  bo 
moch  coDcemed  for  the  future,  over  and  above  the 
confidence  which  one  of  my  age  always  has  in  his 
own  merit :  besides,  Toledo  presented  an  agreeable 
a^lnm ;  for  I  did  not  at  all  doabt  that  the  Count 
de  Polan  woold  be  pleased  with  the  opportunity  of 
oUigittg  one  of  his  ddiverers  with  a  kind  recep- 
tion, and  an  apartmenl  in  his  house.  But  tnis 
nobleman  I  looked  upon  as  mv  last  resouroe,  and 
rmolyed,  before  I  should  apply  to  him,  to  spend 
part  of  my  money  in  travelliog  through  the  king- 
doms <if  Murcia  and  Grenada,  which  I  longed  par- 
ticularly  to  see.  With  this  design,  I  set  out  for 
Almansa,  whence  continuing  mv  journey,  I  went 
from  city  to  city,  as  far  as  Grenada,*  without 
meeting  with  any  bad  accident  Fortune,  satisfied 
with  having  played  me  sq  many  tricks^  seemed 
willing  at  length  to  leave  me  in  quiet :  but  for  all 
that,  die  was  then  hatching  a  great  many  more,  at 
will  be  seen  in  the  sequd.  One  of  the  first  per- 
sons I  met  in  the  streets  of  Grenada  was  Sigoor 
Don  Ferdinand  de  Leyva,  who  was,  as  well  as  I>on 
Aipbonso,  son-in-law  to  the  Count  de  Polap.  We 
were  equally  surprised  at  seeing  one  another  in 
that  place.  **  Gil  Bias,  (cried  he,)  how  come  you 
to  be  in  this  city  i  What  busioess  brings  you  hi- 
ther f"  *'  Signor,  (said  I,)  if  you  are  astonished  lo 
see  me  in  this  country,  you  will  be  much  more  so, 
when  you  hear  the  cause  of  my  quitting  the  service 
of  Signor  Don  Csesar  and  hu  son."    Then  I  re- 

^  Grenada,  the  capital  of  the  kinedom  that  bean  Ike 
tame  name,  is  the  larcsst  and  most  |^amt  «ty  in  Bpaki» 
built  on  the  banks  of  me  rirer  Darro ;  (be  aeat  of  a  fiumous 
iiaiTeraity  and  ie«  of  aii  archbishop. 
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couBfed  mil  t(iat  had  passed  between  Sepbora  Md 
■le,  ^witboat  the  least  disguise.  He*laughed  he«rt« 
ily  at  the  adventure ;  then  growing  serious  agaiot 
*^  Friend,  (said  he^  I  offer  you  my  mediation  ift 
this  affair,  and  will  write  to  my  sister-io-^'law.'* 
'*  By  no  means,  Signor,  (said  I,  interrupting  him,) 
pray  don't  write ;  for  I  did  not  leave  the  rastle  ef 
Leyva  with  any  intention  to  return.  Make,  if  yo<i 
please,  another  use  of  the  regard  you  have  fpr  me; 
and  if  any  one  of  your  friends  has  occasion  for  a 
secretarv  or  steward,  I  beg  you  will  speak  to  him 
in  my  favour.  1  dare  assure  you,  that  you  shall 
have  no  cause  to  repent  of  your  recommendation*'' 
<^  With  all  my  heart,  (he  replied,)  I  will  do  what 
you  desire :  I  am  come  to  Grenada  to  visit  an  old 
aunt  who  is  sick,  and  I  shall  stay  here  three  weeks 
longer ;  at  the  end  of  which,  I  shall  set  out  in  my 
return  to  my  castle  of  l4orqui,  where  I  have  UA 
Julia.  I  lodge  here,  (added  he,  shewing  me  a 
house  about  a  hundred  yards  from  us :)  come  and 
call  for  me  some  hours  hence  $  by  which  timti 
perhaps,  I  shall  have  i&covered  some  suitable  poU 
ibr  you*" 

And  indeed,  at  oar  very  neit  meetbgy  be  spid^ 
**  The  Archbishop  of  Grenada,  my  kinsman,  and 
friend,  wants  a  young  man  of  letters^  possessed  of 
a  good  hand,  to  make  fair  copies  of  his  writings ; 
for  he  is  a  great  author,  has  composed  a  vast  num* 
ber  of  bomUies,  and  studies  more  every  day,  which 
be  pronounces  with  applause.  As  I  believe  yon 
are  such  an  one  as  he  wants,  I  proposed  you  to 
himi  and  he  has  promised  to  take  you  into  his  serr 
vice.  Go  and  pesent  yourself  to  him  in  my  name; 
and  you  may  judge  by  the  reception  wmch  yon 
shall  receiver  whemer  or  not  I  have  spoke  In  yoor 
behalf.'' 

Thb  was  just  such  a  place  as  I  desired :  where!- 

fprfi  having  dressed  to  the  best  advantage,  in  order 

to  appear  before  that  prelate,  I  repaired  one  inom* 

ing  to  the  archbishop's  palace.    Here,  was  I  to 

H  Vol.  11. 
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initale  die  authors  of  romance,  I  should  ghre  a 

Cpons  description  of  this  episcopal  palace  of 
lada :  I  would  enlarse  upon  the  structure  of 
the  building,  extol  the  nchness  of  the  furniture, 
describe  the  statues  and  pictures,  and  not  spare 
die  readers  the  least  titde  of  the  stories  they  re- 
mresented :  but  I  shall  content  myself  with  observ- 
lAgi  that  it  equalled  the  royal  palace  in  magni- 
fcence. 

I  found  in  the  apartments  a  crowd  of  ecclesi- 
astics, and  gentlemen  of  the  sword,  the  greatest 
part  whereof  were  the  officers  of  his  grace :  his 
almoners,  his  gendemen,  bis  ushers,  and  valets  de 
ehambre.  The  laity  were,  almost  all,  so  superbly 
dressed,  that  one  would  have  taken  them  for  noble- 
men rather  than  domesdcs,  by  their  haughty  look^, 
and  afiectation  of  being  men  of  consequence. 
While  I  beheld  them,  I  could  not  help  laughing, 
and  ridiculing  them  within  myself.  ^  £g«d,  (said 
I,V  these  people  are  very  bappy  in  bearing  the  yoke 
of  servitude  without  feeling  It ;  for,  in  short,  if 
diey  felt  it,  I  imagine  that  their  behaviour  would 
be  less  assuming.''  Addressing  myself  to  a  grave 
jolly  personage,  that  stood  at  the  door  of  the  arch- 
bishop's closet,  in  order  to  open. and  shut  it  when, 
tfiere  was  occasiony  I  asked  civilly  if  I  couM  not 
speak  widi  his  grace.  *"  Wait  (said  he  drily)  dU 
his  grace  comes  out  to  go  to  mass,  and  he  will  give 
jDu  a  moment's  audience  in  passing.  I  armed  my- 
sdf  with  padence,  and  endeavoured  to  enter  into 
conversation  with  some  of  the  officers :  but  they 
began  to  examine  me  from  head  to  foot,  without 
deigning  to  speak  one  syllable ;  and  then  looked  at 
one  another,  smiling  with  disdain  at  the  liberty 
whicb  I  had  taken,  to  mingle  in  their  discourse. 
I  was,  I  own,  quite  disconcerted  at  seeing  myself 
treated  in  this  manner  by  valets ;  wid  had  scarce 
recollected  myself  from  the  confusion  in  which  1 
was,  wlien  the  closet  door  opened,  and  the  archbi- 
shop appeared. 
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Immediately  a  profound  silence  prerailed  among 
officers,  who,  all  of  a  sudden,  Isud  aside  their 
insolent  carriage,  and  assumed  a  respectful  look  in 
presence  of  their  master.  This  prelate  was  in  his 
s^xty  and  ninth  year,  pretty  much  of  the  make  of 
my  uncle  the  canon  Gil  Perez ;  that  is,  plump  and 
short:  he  was  very  much  bandy-legged  into  the 
bargain,  and  so  bald,  that  he  had  only  a  small  tuft 
of  hair  remaining  on  the  back  part  of  his  head ;  for 
which  reason,  he  was  obliged  to  cover  his  head  in 
a  fine  woollen  cap  with  long  ears.  In  spite  of  all 
that,  I  observed  in  him  the  air  of  a  man  of  quality ; 
doubtless,  because  I  knew  him  to  be  one.  We 
common  people  look  upon  all  your  great  noblemen 
with  a  prepossession  that  often  gives  them  an  air 
of  greatness  which  nature  has  refused. 

The  archbishop  immediately  advancing  towards 
me,  asked  what  I  wanted,  with  a  voice  full  of 
sweetneBS :  and  I  told  him,  that  I  was  the  young 
man  of  whom  Don  Ferdinand  de  Leyva  had  spoke 
to  him.  He  gave  me  no  time  to  proceed ;  bu^ 
cried,  '^  O !  you  are  the  person  then  of  whom  he 
spoke  so  handsomely.  I  retain  you  in  my  service : 
you  are  a  valuable  acquisition.  You  may  stay 
where  you  are.*'  So  saying,  he  went  out,  support- 
ed by  two  ushers,  after  having  jieard  some  clergy- 
men, who  had  something  to  communicate.  Scarce 
was  he  out  of  the  room,  when  the  same  officers 
who  disdained  my  conversation,  now  courted  if. 
They  surrounded  me,  and  with  the  utmost  com^ 
plaisance  expressed  their  joy,  at  seeing  me  become 
a  commensal  officer  of  the  palace.  Having  heard 
what  their  master  said  to  me,  they  had  a  longing 
desire  to  know  on  what  footing  I  was  retained : 
but  I  was  so  malicious  as  to  balk  their  curiosity, 
in  revenge  for  their  contempt. 

His  grace  returning  in  a  little  time,  made  me 
follow  him  into  his  closet,  that  he  mijght  talk  with 
me  in  private.  I  concluded,  that  his  design  in  so 
doing  was  to  try  my  understanding ;  and,  accord- 
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ingly,  kept  myielf  on  my  guardi  and  wms  resolved 
to  weiffh  every  word  before  I  should  speak  it*  lie 
first  of  all  examined  me,  on  what  is  called  human* 
ity ;  and  I  did  not  answer  amiss :  be  had  occasion 
to  see,  that  I  was  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the 
Greek  and  Latin  authors.  He  then  put  me  upon 
IogiC|  where  I  expected  him,  and  found  roe  quite 
master  of  that  subject  *^  Tour  education  (said  he 
to  roe,  with  some  surprise)  has  not  been  neglected  : 
let  us  now  see  your  hand-writing."  I  thereupon 
took  out  of  my  pocket  a  sheet,  which  I  had  brought 
for  the  purpose :  and  the  prelate  seemed  very  well 
pleased  with  my  performance*  "I  am  satisfied 
with  your  haod,  (cried  he,)  and  still  more  vritir 
your  understanding.  I  shall  thank  my  nephew 
Don  Ferdinand  for  having  given  me  such  an  ablr 
young  man,  whom  I  look  upon  as  a  real  present' 

Being  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  some  noble 
men  of  Grenada,  who  came  to  dine  with  the  arch 
bishop,  I  left  them  together,  and  withdrew  among 
the  officers,  who  were  quite  profuse  in  their  com- 
plaisance to  me.  I  went  to  dinner  with  them  at 
the  usual  time  \  and  if  thev  observed  me  at  table, 
I  did  not  fail  to  examine  them  also.  What  sagar 
city  there  is  in  the  exteriors  of  chnrc^mien !  To 
me  they  appeared  all  saints }  so  much  was  my 
mind  over-awed  by  the  place  where  I  was :  and  I 
did  not  so  much  as  suspect,  that  there  could  be 
any  false  money  in  the  case ;  as  if  no  such  thing 
was  even  seen  among  the  princes  of  the  church. 

Being  seated  bv  an  old  valet  de  chambre,  whose 
name  was  Melchior  de  la  Ronda,  he  took  great 
care  to  help  me  to  the  choice  bits ;  and  this  atten- 
tion which  he  expressed  for  me,  inspiring  me  with 
a  respect  for  him,  he  was  charmed  with  my  polite 
behaviour.  *^  Signor  cavalier,  (said  he  softly  to 
me,  after  dinner,)  I  want  to  have  some  private 
conversation  with  you."  At  the  same  time,  be 
carried  me  to  a  part  ol  tlie  palace,  where  nobody 
could  overhear  us ;  and  there  talked  to  me  in  this 
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milniier :  **  Son,  from  the  very  first  moment  io 
which  I  taw  you,  I  felt  an  inclination  for  you :  of 
this  I  will  give  you  a  certain  proof,  by  imparting 
something  which  may  be  of  great  advantage  to 
you.  Ton  are  h^re  in  a  family,  where  true  and 
fake  devotees  live  pell-mell ;  so  that  it  will  be  an 
infinite  time  before  you  can  of  yourself  be  ac* 
quainted  with  the  ground.  But  I  will  spare  yon 
such  a  tedious  and  disagreeable  study,  by  disco* 
vering  the  characters  of  both ;  after  which,  yon 
may  the  more  easily  conduct  yourself. 

^  I  will  begin  (added  he)  with  his  grace,  who  b 
a  very  pious  prelate,  incessantly  employed  in  ediiy* 
ing  and  reforming  the  people,  by  sermons,  of  ms 
own  composition  full  of  excellent  morals.  He 
quitted  the  court  about  twenty  years  ago,  in  order 
to  devote  himself  entirely  to  his  zeal  for  his  flock. 
He  is  a  learned .  njan  aiid  a  great  orator,  whose 
sole  pleasure  consists  in  preaching,  and  his  hearers 
are  ravished  with  admiration.  Perhaps  there  is  a 
little  vanity  in  the  case :  but  besides  that  It  does 
not  belong  to  man  to  penetrate  the  heart,  it 
^ould  be  ungrateful  in  me  to  inquire  into  die 
faults  of  a  person  whose  bread  I  eat    If  I  was 

rrmitted  to  disapprove  of  any  thing  in  my  master^ 
would  blame  his  severity.  Instead  or  making 
an  allowance  for  ecclesiastical  foibles,  he  punbhes 
them  with  too  much  rigour :  in  particular,  he  pro- 
secutes, without  mercy,  those  who,  relying  on  theb 
innocence,  attempt  to  justify  themselves  in  a  legal 
manner,  in  contempt  of  bis  aud!iority.  I  obsen^ 
anptber  fnuU  which  b  common  to  him  with  a  great 
many  people  of  quality  :  although  he  loves  his  do^ 
niesncs,  be  makes  no  consideration  for  their  ser* 
viceS|  but  lets  them  grow  old,  without  ever 


iog  of  procuring  for  them  6ome  small  setdement. 
If  he  gives  them  ^ratifications  sometimes,  they 
pwe  them  solely  to  me  goodness  of  somebody  whq 
has  spoken  in  their  behalf :  for  it  wonlA  never  eorat 
into  nb  head  to  provide  for  them  odterwbe.** 
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Thb  ii  what  the  old  valel  de  chanlNne  told  bm 
of  hif  master ;  and  be  afterwards  comniaiiicated 
his  tboogbts  of  the  cleif;yiiieii  with  whom  we  lud 
dined ;  pictures  which  hot  ill  .agreed  with  their 
estemal  deportment  Indeed  he  did  not  represent 
Ihem  as  dishonest  men,  but  only  as  bad  priests ; 
eicepting  some,  however,  whose  virtue  he  very 
nucn  extolled.  I  was  no  longer  at  a  loss  how  to 
regulate  my  features  among  those  gentlemen :  that 
very  evening  at  supper,  I,  like  them,  assumed  a 
sage  aspect ;  a  task  that  costs  nothing :  so  that  we 
must  not  wonder  that  there  are  so  many  hypocrites 
in  the  world. 


CHAPTER 


I  HAD  been  in  the  afternoon,  to  (etch  my  bag* 
gage  and  horse  from  the  inn  where  I  had  lodged 
after  which  I  returned  to  supper  at  the  palace, 
where  I  found*a  very  handsome  chamber,  and  a 
dpwn-bed,  prepared  for  me.  His  grace  ordered  me 
to  be  called  early  next  moming ;  and  gave  me  a 
homily  to  transcribe,  enjoining  me  to  copy  it  with 
all  possible  exactness.   This  I  performed  minutelyg 
without  having  forgot  either  accent,  point,  or  com* 
ma;  so  that  the  joy  he  expressed  was  mingled  with 
surprise.  "  Good  heaven  f  (cried  he  in  a  transport, 
when  he  had  surveyed  all  the  sheets  of  my  copy,) 
was  ever  any  thing  seen  so  correct  t  Tou  tran- 
scribe so  well  that  you  must  certainly  understand 
grammar.    Tell  me  ingenuously,  my  friend,  have 
you  found  nothing  th^t  shocked  }'ou  in  writing  it 
over  f  Some  neglect,  perhaps,  in  the  style,  or  im- 
proper term  ?"    "  O,  Sir,  (answered  I,  widi  an  air 
of  modesty,)  I  am  not  learned  enough  to  make 
critical  observations ;  and  if  I  was,  I  am  persuaded 
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(hat  the  works  of  yoor  grace  would  escape  mir 
ceDsure."  The  prelate  smiled  at  my  reply ;  audi 
though  he  said  nothing,  discovered  through  all  his 
piety,  that  he  was  a  downright  author* 

By  this  kind  of  flattery,  I  entirely  gained  hit 
good  graces,  became  more  and  more  dear  to  him 
every  day;  and  at  length  understood  from  Doa 
Ferdinand,  who  visited  him  very  often,  that  I  was 
so  much  beloved,  I  might  look  upon  my  fortune  as 
already  made.  This  my  master  himself  confirmed 
to  me,  a. little  time  after,  on  the  following  occasion* 
One  evening  he  repeated  in  his  closet,  when  I  was 

E resent,,  with  great  enthusiasm,  an  homily  which 
e  intended  to  pronounce  the  next  day  in  tbeca* 
thedral ;  and,  not  sfttis6ed  with  asking  my  opinion 
of  it  in  general,  obliged  me  to  single  out  the  parti* 
cular  passages  which  I  most  admired.  I  had  the 
good  luck  to  mention  those  that  he  himsdf  looked* 
upon  to  be  the  best,  his  own  favourite  morceaus ; 
by  which  means  I  passed,  in  his  judgment,  for  a 
man  who  had  a  delicate  knowledge  of  the  true 
beauties  of  a  work.  '*  This  is  (cried  he,)  what  is 
ailed  having  taste  and  sentiment :  well,  friend,  I 
assure  thee  thou  hast  not  got  Boeotian  ears*"  In  m 
word,  he  was  so  well  satisfied  with  me,  that  he 
pronounced  with  some  vivacity,  ^  Gil  Bias,  hence* 
forth  give  thyself  no  uneasiness  about  thy  fortune : 
I  undertake  to  make  it  extremely  agreeable ;  I  love 
thee ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  my  afiection,  make  thee 
my  confidant." 

I  no  sooner  heard  these  words  than  I  fell  at  his 
grace's  feet,  quite  penetrated  with  gratitude;  I 
heartily  embraced  his  bandy-legs,  and  looked  upon 
myself  as  a.  man  on  the  Ugh  way  to  wealth  and 
opulence.  "Tes,  my  child,  (resumed  the  arch- 
bishop,  whose  discourse  had  been  interrupted  bjr 
my  prostration,)  thou  shah  be  the  repository  of  my 
most  secret  thoughts.  Lasten  with  attention  to 
what  I  am  going  to  say :  my  chief  pleasure  consists 
in  preachbg;  die  Lord  gives  a  blessing  to  my  bo- 
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vSiei;  tbey  touch  the  hearts  of  sinnen,  make  them 
icfioady  reflect  on  their  conduct,  and  have  re- 
course to  repentance.  I  have  sometimes  the  satis- 
faction to  see  a  miser  terrified  hy  the  images  which 
I  represent  to  his  avarice,  open  his  treasures,  and 
tquaodtr  them  with  aprodigal  hand*  I  have  also 
ioie,  as  tt  were,  the  Epicurean  from  his  pleasures 
filled  hermitages  with  the  sons  of  ambition,  and 
coBfirmed  in  her  du^  the  wife  who  has  been  shaken 
by  die  allnreroents  of  a  Reducing  lover.  These  con- 
vmions,  which  are  frequent,  ought  of  themselves 
to  e*!ite  ray  study ;  nevertheless,  I  will' confess  my 
weakness ;  1  propose  to  myself  another  reward,  a 
reward  which  the  delicacy  of  my  virtue  reproaches 
BM  with  in  vain!  I  mean  tfaie  esteem  that  the 
world  shews  lor  fine  polished  writing.  The  honour 
of  being  reckoned  a  perfect  orator  has  charmed  my 
imagination ;  my  performances  are  thought  equally 
simg  and  delicate ;  hut  I  would,  of  all  things, 
avoid  the  fault  of  good  authors  who  write  too  long, 
and  retire  without  forfeiting  the  least  tittle  of  my 
leputBrtioa.  Wherefore,  my  dear  Gil  Bias,  (conti- 
lued  the  prelate,)  one  thing  that  I  eiact  of  thv 
seal  is,  whenever  thou  shalt  perceive  my  pen  smack 
of  <dd  age,  and  my  genius  flag,  don't  fail  1o  adver- 
tise me  of  it :  for  I  don't  trust  to  mv  own  judgw 
Bsent^  which  may  be  iMuced  by  selMove.  That 
obsenratioQ  must  proceed  from  a  disinterested  un* 
derstanding,  tod  I  make  choice  of  thine,  which  I 
know  is  good  ;  resolved  to  stand  to  thy  decision." 
^  Thank  heaven,  Sir,  (sud  I,)  that  period  b  far  ofi*: 
besides,  a  genius  Mke  that  of  your  grace  will  pre- 
serve its  vigour  much  better  than  any  other ;  or  to 
ipeak  more  justly,  will  be  always  the  same.  I 
look  upon  you  as  another  cardinal  Ximenes,  whose 
snperior  genius,  instead  of  being  weakened  by  age, 
seemed  to  receive  new  strength  from  it"  ^No 
iattflnr,  firioid,  (said  h^  mterrupting  me,)  I  know 
I  am  Uable  to  sipk  all  at  once :  people  at  my  age 
boi^B  to  feel  infirmities^  mi  Ac  inanailies  of  tbr 
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body  ofteh  affeet  the  imderstandiitg.  I  i^pest  it 
td  thee  agfiin,  Gil  Bias,  as  soon  as  thoa  shalt  judge 
urine  in  the  least  impah^d,  be  sure  to  give  me  no- 
tice ;  and  be  not  afraid  of  speaking  firedy  and  sii»- 
cereiy,  for  I  shall  receive  thy  advice  as  a  mark  of 
thy  afi^ctiott.  Besides,  thy  interest  is  concerned  ; 
if  unhappily  for  thee,  it  should  come  to  my  ears, 
diat  the  public  %zy%  my  discourses  have  no  longer 
their  wonted  force,  and  that  it  is  high  time  for  me 
to  repose  myself;  I  frankly  declare  that  thou  shaft 
lose  my  friendship,  as  weu  as  the  fortune  I  have 
promised.  Such  will  be  the  fruit  of  thy  fooHsh 
reserve  P* 

Here  my  ^mtron  left  off  speaking,  in  order  Xx^ 
hear  my  rqply,  which  wad,  a  promise  to  beh^aVe  ac- 
cording to  his  desire.  From  that  moment  he  con- 
cealed, nodiing  from  me.  f  became  Ins  favourite  J 
an  event  wMcfa  none  of  his  domestics,  except  Mel- 
ehior  de  la  Ronda,  could  perceive  without  envy* 
It  was  a  diverting  scene  to  behold  the  manner  m 
which  the  gentlemen  and  squires  then  lived  with 
the  confidant  of  his  grace :  they  were  not  ashamed 
to  be  guilty  of  grovelling  meannesses,  in  order  to 
captivate  my  good  will.  I  could  scarce  believe 
Aey  were  Spaniards;  though  I  did  them  good 
offices*,  widiout  being  tfie  dupe  of  their  selfish  com- 
plaisance; His  grace  the  archbishop,  at  my  request, 
exerted  himself  in  their  favour:  to  one  he  procured 
a  company,  and  put  him  in  a  condition  to  make  i^ 
figuve  in  the  army.  Another  he  sent  to  Mexico,  to 
take  possession  of  a  considerable  post  which  h^ 
had  obtained  ibr  him ;  and  my  fi-iend  Melchior, 
lifrough  my  means,  enjoyed  a  handsome  gratifica- 
fion.  Tkis.  condescension  convinced  me,  that 
ihoa^h  the  prelate  did  not  anticipate  people's  de^ 
iires,  he  rarely  refused  any  favour  that  was  asked. 

But  what  I  did  for  a  certain  priest  deserves,  in 

my  opinion,  to  be  told :  one  day,  a  licentiate, 

whose  name  was  Lewis  Garcia,  a  young  man  of  a 

very  good  appearance,  was  presented  to  me  by  oar 
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flUmMti;  who  said,  ''Sfigsor  GQ  Bias,  iUb  lioMil 
clergyman  is  one  of  my  best  friends ;  be  was  chafH 
lain  of  a  nunnery  ;  and  his  virtue  has  not  escaped 
fcandal:  some  people  have  done  him  ill  offices 
with  his  grace,  who  has  suspended  him,  and  is  un- 
happily so  much  prejudiced  against  him,  that  he 
will  listen  lo  no  solicitation  in  bis  behalf.  We  have 
employed,  to  no  purpose,  all  the  persons  of  rank 
in  Grenada,  to  beg  that  be  may  be  re-established ; 
bnt  our  master  is  quite  inflexible." 

'*  Gentlemen  (said  I)  you  have  gone  the  wrong 
way  to  work ;  it  would  have  been  better  for  Mr. 
Micentiate  if  no  solicitation  had  been  made ;  for 
ji  their  endeavours  to  serve  him,  they  have  done 
him  a  manifest  injury.  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
bis  grace ;  intreaties  and  recommendations  serve 
oolv  to  affgravate,  in  his  opinion,  the  fiuilt  of  an 
ecclesiastic.  It  was  but  t'other  day  I  heard  him 
say  to  himself^  '  The  more  people  a  priest,  who 
has  been  guilty  of  irregularity,  engages  to  speak  lo 
fne  in  his  behalf  the  more  is  the  scandal  augment- 
ed, and  the  more  severity  do  I  exercise.' " — ''  That 
is  unfortunate  (replied  the  steward^  and  my  friend 
would  be  very  much  embarrassea  if  he  was  not 
blessed  with  a  good  hand :  happily  for  lum,  he 
writes  to  admiration ;  and^  by  the  help  of  that 
talent,  keeps  himself  out  of  difficulties."  I  was 
curious  to  sec  if  this  writing,  so  much  extolled,  was 
much  better  than  my  own :  and  the  licentiate,  who 
had  a  specimen  in  his  pocket,  shewed  me  a  page 
that  I  admired  very  much,  for  it  looked  like  a 
writing-master's  copy.  While  I  considered  this 
beautiful  performance,  a  thought  coming  into  my 
head,  I  desired  Garcias  to  leave  the  paper,  telling 
him  that  I  might  possibly  make  some  use  of  it,  that 
would  turn  out  to  his  advantage ;  that  I  could  not 
explain  myself  at  that  time,  but  would  next  day 
tell  him  more  of  the  matter.  The  licentiate,  ta 
whom,  in  all  probability,  the  steward  had  made  an 
eulogium  of  my  genius,  withdrew  as  thuch  satisfied 
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«f  if  he  htd  been  already  reinstated  in  his  office. 
]  was  trnly  desirous  that  be  might  be  so ;  and  that 
same  day  laboured  for  him  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  being  alone  with  the  archbishop,  I  shewed 
him  the  writing  of  Garcias,  with  which  my  patron 
seemed  quite  charmed  :  then  laying  hold  of  the 
opportunity,  "  Sir  (said  I  to  him,)  since  you  won*t 
cause  your  homilies  to  be  printed^  I  wish  they 
were  at  least  written  in  this  hand.''  "  I  am 
satisfied  with  thine  (answered  the  prelate,)  but  I 
own  I  should  not  be  sorry  to  have  a  copy  of  my 
work  in  that  hand.'*  "  Tour  Grace  (I  replied)  has 
nothing  to  do  but  to  speak  :  the  man  who  paints  so 
well  is  a  licentiate  of  my  acquaintance,  who  will  be 
ravished  to  do  that  service  for  you  ;  the  more^  be^ 
cause  by  these  means  he  may  interest  your  good- 
ness in  extricating  him  from  themelancoly  situation 
in  which  he  has  die  misfortune  to  be  at  present" 

The  prelate  did  not  fail  to  ask  the  name  of  the 
licentiate  :  upon  which  I  said,  '^  He  is  called  Lewis 
Grarcias,  and  is  in  despair  on  account  of  having 
incurred  your  displeasure."  ^  That  Garcias  {smd 
be,  interrupting  me)  was,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
chaplain  to  a  convent  of  nuns,  and  lies  unde^r  the 
eensnre  of  the  church  :  I  remember  some  informa- 
Aom  that  I  received  against  him  :  his  morals  are 
but  indifferent"  ^^Sir,  said  I,  (interrupting  him 
in  mv  turn,)  I  will  not  undertake  to  justify  him  ; 
out  I  know  he  has  enemies ;  and  pretends,  that  the 
authors  of  those  informations  which  you  have  seen 
were  more  bent  upon  doing  him  ill  offices  than  on 
telling  die  truth.''  <<  That  may  be  (replied  the 
archbishop  ;)  there  are  abundance  of  very  danger* 
ous  dispositions  in  diis  world.  Besides,  granted 
that  his  conduct  has  not  been  always  irreproach- 
able, he  may  have  repented  of  his  misbelMivionr ; 
and  in  shiMt,  there  is  mercy  for  every  transgressioiK 
Bring  the  licentiate  hither ;  I  take  off  his  suspen* 


sion." 


Thus  it  is,  that  the  most  severe  men  abate  of 
Vol.  2.  16 
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thrir  seventjr,  when  more  dear  self-interest  i$ 
eeraed.  The  archbishop  granted,  without  diffit 
culjty,  to  the  vain  pleasure  of  having  his  works  well 
writ,  that  which  he  had  refused  to  the  most  power* 
ful  solicitations*  I  carried  the  news  inainediately 
to  the  steward,  who  imparted  them  to  his  friend 
Garcias :  wJio,  the  very  next  day,  coming  to 
make  an  acknowledgment  of  thanks  suitable  to  the 
favour  obtained,  I  presented  him  to  my  masteri 
who  contented  himself  with  reprimanding  him 
slightly,  and  gave  him  the  homilies  to  transcribe* 
Garcias  acquitted  himself  so  well,  that  he  was  re^ 
established  in  his  ministry,  and  even  obtained  the 
living  of  Grabia,  a  large  market-town  in  the  neigh- 
boorhood  of  Grenada. 


CHAPTER  IF. 


Wriub  I  thns  bestowed  my  service  <in  diftram 
people,  Don  Ferdinand  iMiflg  abont  tale«ve6fena<*^ 
da,  I  visited  th«t  nobleman  before  his  dq»aiKare» 
in  order  to  thank  him  anew,  for  the  excellent  poal 
which  he  had  proou^  ibr  me.  I  vpfttvnA  to  him 
so  well  satisfied  with  my  concKtiM,  that  he  md^ 
^'  My  dear  Gil  Bias,  I  am  fa^sfaed  to  find  thee  so 
iveD  pleased  with  my  mcle  the  avchbishop*^  *^  I 
am  charmed  with  him  (I  replied,)  and  shaQ  aeiver 
be  able  to  show  myself  graleful  enough  for  haa  ge*- 
nerosity  to  me.  Nodiing  kss  could  have  consoMI 
ne  (brthe  loss  of  Don  Caesar  and  his  son."  **  I 
am  persuaded  (answered  he)  that  they  aere.  both 
extnemely  mortified  ac  y€mt  absence ;  tnrt,  perimpsi 
yon  are  not  separated  for  ever :  fortune  may  one 
day  bring  yon  together  again."  Melted  by  these 
wiords,  I  sighed,  and  found  at  that  instant  my  kivie 
for  Don  Alphonso  so  great,  that  I  would  have 
willingly  abandoned  the  archbishop,  with  all  the 
agreeidble  hopes  he  had  given  me,  to  retorn  to  the 
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castle  of  Leyva,  if  the  obstacle  that  banished  me 
ftom  it  had  been  removed.  Don  Ferdinand  perceiv- 
ed the  emotions  of  my  soul,  which  pleased  him  so 
much,  that  he  embraced  me  with  affection,  and 
assured  me  that  his  whole  family  would  always 
bear  a  part  in  my  destiny. 

Two  months  aAer  this  gentleman^s  departure,  in 
the  very  zenith  of  my  favour,  we  had  a  hot  alarm 
in  the  episcopal  palace :  the  archbishop  was  seiEed 
with  a  fit  of  the  apoplexy ;  he  was,  however,  suc- 
coured immechateiy,  and  such  salutary  medicines 
administered,  that  in  a  few  days  his  health  was 
re-established :  but  his  understanding  had  received 
a  rude  shock,  which  I  plainly  perceived  in  the  very 
next  discourse  which  he  composed.  I  did  not, 
however,  find  the  difference  between  tfiis  and  the 
rest  so  sensible,  as  to  make  me  conclude  that  the 
orator  began  to  fiag;  and  waited  for  another  homily 
to  fix  my  resolution.  This  indeed  was  quite  deci- 
sive ;  sometimes  the  good  old  prelate  repeated  the 
same  thing  over  and  over ;  somedmes  rose  too 
high,  or  sunk  too  low :  it  was  a  vague  discourse, 
the  rhetoric  of  an  old  professor,  a  mere  capa- 
cinade.* 

I  was  not  the  only  person  who  took  notice  of 
tfiis :  the  greatest  part  of  the  audience,  when  he 
pronounced  it,  as  if  they  had  been  also  hired  to 
examine  it,  said  softly  to  one  another,  ^*  This  ser- 
mon smells  strong  of  the  apoplexy."  Come,  master 
homily-critic  (said  I  then  to  myself)  prepare  to  do 
your  office  :  you  see  that  his  grace  begins  to  fail : 
It  is  your  duty  to  ^ve  him  notice  of  it,  not  only  as 
the  depository  of  his  thoughts,  but  likewise,  lest 
some  one  of  his  friends  should  be  free  enough  with 
him  to  prevent  you :  in  that  case  you-  know  what 
would  happen :  your  name  would  be  erased  firoia 


*  Cmdoade.    A  sareasm  on  the  sermoDs  of  the  Capu- 
ihios,  mich  ate  not  remarkaUe  for  aorrectneys  of  epimKh 

SltMCk 
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'Us  last  will,  in  wliich  there  is,  doiibtlett,  n 
legskcy  provided  for  yoa  tbaii  the  Cbrary  of  i 
liceodate  Sedillo.  rf^* 

After  these  redections,  I  made  others  of  a  qiile 
contrary  nature.  To  give  the  notice  in  qoestieip, 
teemed  a  delicate  point :  I  imagined  that  it  niigi|lt 
•be  ill  received  by  an  anthor  like  him,  conrntedik 
hit  own  woria  $  but  rejectiag  this  sngge8tip%sl 
[represented  to  myself  that  he  could  not  possi^jf 
take  it  amiss,  after  having  exacted  it  of  me.  in  id 
pressing  a  manner.  Add  to  this,  that  I  depended 
upon  my  being  able  to  mention  it  .with  addrec^ 
and  make  him  «wallow  the  pill  widiout  reluc- 
tance.' In  a  word,  finding  that  i  ran  a  greater  risk 
.in  leeeping  silence  than  in  brtakii^ il^ I  detern^iied 
40  speak. 

The  only  thing  that  embarrassed  me  now^  wi^i 
how  to  break  the  ice;  Luckily  die  cMrator  hptM^ 
extricated  me  from  that  difficulty,  by  asking  whv 

Eople  said  of  him,  and.if  they  were  satisfied  w^ 
\  last  discourse*  I  answered,  that  his  homiUes 
were  always,  admired,  but  in  my  opinion  the  last 
had  not  succeeded  so  well  as  the  rest,  in  affectiiig 
the  audience.  *'  How,  friend  !  (replied  he,  with 
astonishment)  has  it  met  with  any  Aristarchus  ?"* 
*^  No,  sir  (said  I)  by  no  means:  such  works  as 
yours  are  not  to  be  criticised ;  every  body  is  chaon- 
ed  with  them.  Nevertheless,  since  you  have  laid 
•your  injunctions  upon  me  to  be  fi'ee  and  sincere,  I 
will  take  the  libeily  to  tell  you,  tfiat  your  )ait 
^^sconrse,  in  my  Judgment,  has  not  altogether  the 
energy  of  your  other  performances.  Are  not  you 
of  the  same  opinion  ?* 

My  master  grew  pale  at  these  words ;  and  ifiid 
with  a  forced  smile,  '*  So  then,  Mr,  Gil  Bias,  itbis 
piece  is  not  to  your  taste  f "  "  I  don't  say  so.  Sir, 
cried  I,  quite  disconcerted:  I  think  it  excellent, 


*  Aristarchut,  s  peat  critic  lo  the  time  of  Ptolemy 
Pbjliide]plius 
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«]lhottgh  ft  litde  inferior  to  your  other  works.*' 
**  I  understand  yon  (he  replied ;)  yon  think  I  flag, 
don't  you  f  Come,  be  plain  :  yon  believe  it  is  time 
for  me  to  think  of  retiring."  '^  I  shook!  not  have 
been  so  bold  (said  I)  as  to  speak  so  freely,  if  your 
grace  had  not  commanded  me :  I  do  no  more, 
therefore,  than  obey  yon :  and  I  most  hnmbly  beg 
that  yon  will  not  be  offended  at  my  freedom." 
*^  God  forbid  (cried  he,  with  precipitation,)  God 
forbid  that  I  should  find  fiudt  with  it.  In  so  do- 
ing, I  should  be  very  unjust  I  don't  at  all  take 
it  ill  that  you  npeak  your  sentiment;  it  is  your 
sentiment  only  that  I  find  bad.  I  have  been  most 
egregioudy  deceived  in  your  narrow  «iiderstand^ 


mg." 


Though  I  was  disconcerted,  I  endeavoured  to 
find  some  mitigation,  in  order  to  set  thmgs  to 
rights  again :  but  how  is  it  possible  to  appease  an 
incensed  author,  one  especially  who  has  been  ac- 
customed to  hear  himself  praised  ?  ^^  Say  no  more, 
my  child,  /said  he :)  you  are  yet  too  raw  to  make 
proper  distmctions.  Know,  that  I  never  composed 
a  better  homily  than  that  which  yon  disapprove 
for  my  genius,  thank  heaven,  hath,  as  yet,  lost 
nothing  of  its  vigour.  Henceforth  I  will  make  a 
better  choice  of  a  confidant,  and  keepone  of  greater 
ability  than  you.  Go  {added  he,  pushing  me  by 
the  shoulders  out  of  his  closet,)  go  tell  my  treap- 
surer  to  give  you  a  hundred  ducats,  and  may 
heaven  conduct  you  with  that  sum.  Adieu,  Mr 
Gil  Bias,  I  wish  you  all  manner  of  prosperity,  with 
a  litde  more  taste." 


•     CHAPTER  r. 


% 

I  WENT  out  of  the  closet,  cursmg  the  cepric^ 
or  ntther  weakness  of  the  archbishop,  ai|d  wisxf$ 
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eaism«l  agiMSt  faun  than  i^Kctedsl  the  kit  ollig 
tumour.  I  even  doubted  toaie  tine,  if  I  .shoidd  g9 
and  tovch  my  hundred  ducati ;  but,  after  mature 
deliberatioD,  I  wu  not  fool  enough  to  refiiie  theok 
I  considered,  that  this  nonev  would  not  deprive 
me  of  the  right  of  ridiculing  the  prelate ;  in  which 
I  wat  reiolTed  not  to  be  wantmg,  as  often  as  his 
homilies  should  be  brought  upon  the  carpet,  in  my 
presence. 

I  west,  therefeffe,  and  demanded  the  hundred 
dncali  of  the  treasurer,  wkbovt  mentioning  a  m^ 
gie  ward  of  what  had  happened  between  his  master 
nnd  me :  and  went  afterwards  in  ^est  of  Melchiar 
dein  Raada,  to  bid  bim  an  eternal  adieu.  He 
loved  me  too  much  to  be  insensible  of  my  misfivv 
tune,  which  while  I  recounted,  1  perceived  that 
grief  was  painted  on  his  countenance.  In  spite  «f 
all  the  ceipeet  he  owed  die  aichhishop,  he  could 
tiat  help  hbming  his  behaviour.  But  us  I  swote 
Jn  my  rage  that  the  prelate  should  pay  for  H,  and 
that  I  would  make  the  whole  town  merry  at  his 
«ipeiioe,  the  sage  Mehshier  said  to  me,  ^  BelietKe 
me,  my  dear  Gil  Bias,  yon  had  better  snppress 
your  resentment.  People  of  an  iirferior  rank  ought 
always  to  lespcct  penons  of  quality,  wfaateYer 
cause  they  may  have  given  thsm  to  complain. 
There  are,  I  owji,  some  very  measi  nobtemen,  who 
ecaoce  deserve  the  least  condderotion ;  but,  as  they 
have  the  power  of  doing  miscUei^  they  are  to  be 
ieared." 

I  thanked  the  eld  vakt  de  chamhre  for  Us  good 
advice,  whidi  I  promised  to  observe.  ^  If  yoa  go 
(said  he)  to  Madrid,  yon  shall  visit  Joseph  Navarro, 
my  nephew,  who  is  clerk  of  the  kitchen  to  Signior 
D*on  Balthasar  de  Zuniga ;  and,  I  dare  say,ayoung 
manworthy  of  your  friendship,  frank,  brisk,  oblig- 
mg,  and  forward  to  serve  his  friends :  I  wish  that 
he  and  you  may  become  acquainted."  I  answered, 
that  I  would  not  foil  to  wait  on  this  Joseph  l^a* 
vairo,  ott  my  first  arrival  at  Madrid,  whither  I  was 
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itelerailiied  to  g^.  I  then  qoHted  die  archbisbopS 
palace^  with  an  intent  never  to  set  foot  in  it  again, 
if  I  had  still  been  in  possession  of  my  herse,  I 
shottld  have,  perhaps,  set  out  immediately  for  To- 
ledo }  bat  I  had  sold  him  while  I  was  in  favour, 
believing  that  I  should  have  no  farther  occasion 
ibr  his  service.  I  hired  a  famished  room,  resolv- 
ing to  stay  a  mootb  at  Grenada,  and  dien  repair  to 
■ifae  Count  de  Polan. 

Aa  dimier-time  approached^  I  asked  of  my  land- 
lady, if  there  was  not  an  eating-hoase  in  the  neigh- 
bottriiodd;  and  she  answering,  that  there  was  an 
4EnDcelIent  one  a  few  steps  from  her  house,  wipene 
there  was  very  good  accommodation,  and  a  great 
deal  of  good  company  ^  I  made  her  show  me  the 
place,  and  going  ditther  a  litde  d^r,  was  directed 
^ittto  a  large  hall,  which  bore  some  resemblance  to 
a  refectory.    Ten  or  twelve  people  sat  at  a  large 
tfeiUe,  covered  with  a  dirty  cloth,  conversipg  widi 
one  another,  while  every  one  ate  bis  <own  litde 
portion.    My  mew  was  %kewlse  brought,  whlcb^  at 
anoiber  dme,  wo«iM,  iloubdeas,  have  maide  me  re- 
gret the  table  I  had  lost ;  but  I  wia  then  so  rooefa 
I  Piqued  a^nst  the  archbishop,  that  the  scanty  al- 
owance  of  my  eating-bouse  seemed  preferable  to 
•Che  good  cheer  I  had  enjoyed  m  kit  palace,    I 
condemned  a  variety  of  dishes,  and  arguing  like 
the  doctor  oif  Valladotidj  Unhappy  are  those  ^said 
I  to  myself)  who  frequent  snoh  pernicious  tables, 
where  one  must  condnually  be  on  his  guard  against 
sensuality,  ibr  fear  of  overloading  his  stomaeh. 
Can  one  ^at  too  litde  f    la  my  ill  humour,  I  praised 
those  very  aphorisms  I  had  hitherto  very  mndh 
neglected. 

While  I  dispatched  my  commons,  without  fear 
-of  exceeding  the  bounds  of  temperance,  dw  lieen- 
'tiate  Lewis  G^cias,  now  become  vicar  of  Gabia, 
in  the  manner  already  related,  came  into  the  hall. 
He  no  sooner  perceived  me  than  he  came  running 
f^  salute  me  with  the  utmost-  eagemessi  or  ratber 
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widialltiieexpreisioiif  ofeicttiivejoy.  He  lug- 
ged me  dosey  and  I  was  obliged  to  undcigo  a  very 
long  compliment  on  the  lervice  I  had  done  bim. 
He  &tigued  me  with  his  demonstrations  of  grati- 
tttde.  ^^  'Fore  gad,  my  dear  patron,  since  I  have 
had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  you  here,  we  shan't 
part  without  a  glass ;  but  as  there  is  no  good  wine 


m  this  eating-house,  I  will  can^  vou,  if  you  please, 

Slaoe  where  ~ 
^   ry  Lucena,  and  a 


after  our  scanty  repast,  to  a  place  whore  I  will 


glass  of  fine  Muscadine  of  FoncarreL  We  moit 
certainly  commit  that  debauch.  I  wish  I  had  the 
happiness  of  enjoying  vou  a  few  days  only,  at  my 
parsonage  at  GaUa.  There  you  should  be  received 
like  a  generous  Maecenas,  to  whom  I  owe  the  qniet 
and  easy  life  I  lead." 

While  he  talked  to  bm  in  this  manner,  his  allow- 
ance was  served,  and  he  went  to  work,  without 
ceasing,  however,  to  entertain  me,  at  intervals, 
with  something  which  he  thought  would  flatter  mv 
vanity.  I  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  speak 
in  my  turn ;  and  as  he  did  not  forget  to  enquire 
about  his  friend  the  steward,  I  made  no  mystery  of 
my  leaving  the  archbishop's  service.  I  even  re- 
lated to  him  the  most  minute  circumstance  of  my 
disgrace,  to  which  he  listened  with  great  attention. 
A&et  what  he  had  said  to  me,  who  would  not  have 
expecled  to  hear  him,  penetrated  with  the  most  grate- 
ful sorrow,  exclaim  against  the  archbishop  f  But  this 
was  the  farthest  thing  from  his  thoughts.  He  grew 
indifierent  and  pensive,  finished  hb  dinner  without 
speaking  a  word,  then  rising  suddenly  firom  table, 
bid  me  good  bye,  in  a  cool  manner,  and  disap- 
peared. The  ungrateful  wretch  seeing  me  no  long- 
er in  a  condition  to  serve  him,  spared  himsdf 
even  the  trouble  of  concealing  his  sentiments.  I 
laughed  at  hb  ingratitude,  and  looked  on  bun  with 
all  the  contempt  he  deserved ;  called  to  him  aloud, 
that  I  might  be  heard,  '* Holloa!  yon  sage  chaplain 
of  nuns,  go  and  give  orders  to  cool  that  deUcioos 
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wme  of  Locena,  with  which  yoa  have  pronused  to' 
regale  me." 


CHAPTER  VL 


Ga&cias  was  no  sbooer  oat  of  the  hall,  than 
two  well-dressed  cavaliers  came  in  and  sat  down 
bv  me ;  th^y  began  to  talk  of  the  players  of  the 
Grenada  company,  and  of  a  new  comedy  which 
was  then  on  tne  stage.  This  piece,  according  to 
their  discourse,  made  a  great  noise  in  the  city ; 
and  I  resolved  to  go  and  see  it  that  very  day ;  for 
I  had  not  been  at  a  play  since  my  arrival  at  Gre- 
nada. As  I  had  almost  all  the  time  lived  in  the 
archbishop's  palace,  where  that  diversion  was  ana- 
thematised, I  had  taken  care  not  to  indalge  that 
pleasure,  but  amosed  my setf  entirely  with  my  mas- 
ter's, homilies. 

I  repaired,  therefore,  at  the  proper  time,  to  the 
play-house,  where  I  found  a  nameroos  assembly ; 
,  overheard  all  around  me  dissertations  on  the  piece, 
before  it  began,  and  observed  that  every  body  un- 
dertook to  criticise  it.  One  person  declared  him- 
self for,  another  against  the  perfornfance.  **  Was 
there  ever  a  work  better  composed  .^"  said  one  on 
my  riff£t  ^  What  a  pitiful  style  !*'  cried  one  on 
my  left.  Truly,  if  there  are  a  good  many  bad  au- 
thors, it  must  be  allowed  there  are  still  a  greater 
number  of  wretched  critics:  and  when  I  consider 
the  mortifications  that  dramatic  poets  must  under- 
go, I  am  astonished  that  there  are  any  so  bold  as 
to  brave  the  ignorance  of  the  multitude,  and  the 
dangerous  censure  of  witlings,  who  sometimes  c(N^ 
rupt  the  judgment  of  the  public. 

At  length  the  Gracioso*  presented  himself  to 

*  A  fiiTourite  actor. 
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Open  the  tcene.  He  was  saluted,  on  his  first  ap» 
pearance,  with  a  general  clap ;  by  which  1  perceived 
that  be  was  one  of  those  spoiled  actors,  in  whom 
the  pit  pardons  every  thing.  And,  indeed,  this 
player  did  not  speak  one  word,  norperform  one 
gesture,  without  attracting  applause.  The  audience 
made  him  too  sensible  of  the  pleaure  they  had  in 
seeing  him  on  the  stage;  and  he  abused  their  fiivour 
.ac€or<fia^ly.  I  perceived  that  be  sometimes  foigot 
himself  in  tbe  middle  of  a  scene,  and  put  their 
prepossession  in  hisbebalf  to  too  severe  a  proof: 
for  lliey  would  oAen  have  done  him  justice,  ba^ 
tb^  hissed  instead  of  extolling  bim  to  the  skies* 

There  was  likewise  a  clapping  of  bands  at  the 
appearance  of  some  other  actors,  and  in  particular 
oif  an  actress,  wbo  performed  tbe  part  of  a  waitiogf- 
woman ;  whom,  having  considered  wkh  attentioOy 
ao  terms  can  express  my  surprise  when  I  recol- 
le^ed  in  her  tbe  persoD  of  Laura,,  my  dear  Laura ! 
whom  1  still  believed  to  be  in  the  service  of  Ar- 
senia  at  Madrid.  I  could  not  doubt  that  it  was 
'tlie;  her  shape,  her  features,  H^  sound  of  Jier 
voice,  every  thbg  assured  me  that  I  was  not  mis- 
takeo.  Nevertheless,  as  if  I  bad  mistrusted  the 
evidence  of  my  eyes  and  ears,  I  asked  her  name  of 
a  cavalier,  wfao  sat  by  me*  "  Hey !  (said  be)  from 
whence  come  you  f  It  seems  you  are  just  arrived, 
since  you  don't  know  tbe  fair  Estella." 
>.•  Tbe  nesemblance  was  too  p^fect  ibr  npn^  to  be 
deceived  by  this  disguise ;  I  could  easily  conceive, 
that  Laura,^  when  she  changed  her  condition,  had 
also  alteired  her  name ;  and  curious  to  know  her 
situation,  for  the  public  is  generally  pretty  well 
acqoaonted  -  with  the    affairs   of  persons  m  her 

J  here,  I  begged  to  know  of  tbe  same  roan,  if  this 
Stella  bad  not  some  gallant  of  importance.  He 
answered,  that  a  Portuguese  nobleman,  called  the 
Msffquis  de  Marialva,  who  had  been  about  two 
months  at  Grenada,  was  at  a  considerable  expence 
on  her  account.    He  might  have  told  me  a  great 
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dealmofe,  if  I  hadnotbeenafniidof  MigMogUm 
with  questions.  I  was  more  engrossed  by  the 
news  which  this  cavalier  had  told  me^  than  by  the 
representation  of  the  play ;  and  if.  any  holy  ha4 
asked  me  the  subject  of  the  piece,  when  I  came  out, 
he  would  have  embarrassed  me  not  a  little ;  I  did 
nothing  but  muse  upon  Laura,  or  Estellat  and 
firmly  resolved  to  go  and  visit  her  next  day; 
though  I  was  not  without  anxiety  about  the-  re^ 
ception  I  should  meet  with.  I  had  reason  to 
believe,  that  the  sight  of  me  would  (not  jrield  her 
liuch  pleasure  in  this  brilliant  utuation.-of  her 
afiairs ;  nay,  I  imagined  that  such  a  good  actress, 
in  order  to  revenge  herself  upon  one,  with  whom 
she  had  certainly  cause  to  be  dissatisfiedj  woaU 
probably  disclaim  his  acquaintance.  All  this. did 
m^  dbsuade  me  from  my  design  of  gding.  AAer  a 
slight  repast  (for  such  only  my  eating^honse  afforded) 
I  went  home  to  my  lodgitig^  where  I  waited  im^ 
patiently  for  the  next.  day« 

I  slept  little  that  night,  and  got  op  before, the 
flun  ',  but  as  I  concluded  ithat  a  DoUeman^s  inisitresi 
would  not  be  visible  so  early^  I  spent  three  or  four 
hours  in  dressing,  shaving,  powdering,  and  per-, 
fuming ;  resolving  to  present  myself  before  her,  in 
such  a  condition,  as  would  give  her  no  cause  to 
blush  at  seeing  me  again^  I  sallied  oiit  about  ten 
o'clock,  and  repaired  to  her  lodging,  to  which  I 
received  a  direction,  at  the  house  where  the  players 
lived.  She  possessed  the  chief  apartment  of  a 
large  house ;  the  door  of  which  being  opened  to 
me,  by  a  chambermaid,  I  told  her  that  I  wanted  to 
speak  with  dame  Esldla.  The  maid  went  to 
signify  my  desire,  and  I  immediately  heard  her 
mntress  pronounce,  with  a  loud  voice,  Who  is 
the  young  man?  what  does  he  want.^  Let  him  come 
in."  By  this  I  concbded,  that  I  had  .chosen  an 
unseasonable  time  for  my  visit,  that  her  Portogpiese 
love#  was  at  her  toilet,  and  that  her  reason  for 
Apeahing  so  loud,  was  to  persuade  hhn  that,  the 
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never  icceive^  smected  metiaffes.  My  cooyectvr 
was  true;  the  Marquif  de  Marialva  connDonfy 
patted  die  'rnonmig  in  her  compaoy }  and  I  ex* 
peeted  a  very  disagreeable  conqiumeiit,  wheo  this 
truly  original  actress,  seeing  me  appear,  ran  to 
me  with  open  arms,  crying,  ^  Ah !  my  dear  brotbert 
is  it  you  ?''  And  with  these  words^  embraced  me 
several  times.  Then  turning  to  her  gallant,  ^  My 
lord  (nid  she)  pardon  me  for  yielding  to  the  force 
of  blood  in  your  presence.  After  an  absence  of 
three  years,  I  cannot  behold  a  brother,  whom  I 
tenderiy  love,  without  giving  him  some  marks  oi 
my  afiection.  WeU,  my  dear  CKl  Bias  (contmoed 
she,  addressing  me  anew,)  tell  me  some  news  of  my 
fiunily :  in  what  condition  did  you  leave  it  ?" 

This  qoestion  embarrassed  me  at  first;  but  I  soon 
discovered  Laura's  intention,  and  seconding  her 
ardfice,  answered  with  an  air  suited  to  the  scene 
we  had  to  act,  *^  Thank  heaven,  sister,  oar  parents 
are  in  good  health." — ^*  I  d<m't  doubt  (she  replied) 
that  you  are  astonished  to  find  me  an  actress  at 
Chrenada  ;  but  do  not  condemn  me  unheard.  Three 
years  ago,  as  you  remember,  my  father  thought  be 
had  settled  me  to  advantage,  by  giving  me  in 
marriage  to  captain  Don  Antomo  CobUo,  who 
carried  me  firom  the  Asturias  to  Madrid,  where  he 
was  lorn.  Six  months  after  our  arrival  in  that  city, 
having*  bad  an  affair  of  honour  brought  upon  him 
by  his  own  violent  humour,  he  killed  a  cavalier, 
who  had  taken  it  in  his  head  to  favour  me  with 
some  attention.  This  gendeman  being  related  to 
persons  of  great  quality  and  credit,  Iny  husband, 
who  had  no  interest,  fled  into 'Catalonia,  with  all 
the  money  and  jewels  he  could  find  in  the  house , 
embarked  at  Barcelona,  crossed  into  Italy,  engaged 
in  tbe  service  of  the  Venetians,  and  at  last  lost  his 
bfe  in  the  Morea,  fighting  against  the  Turks.  In 
the  mean  time,  our  landed  estate  was  confiscated^ 
and  I  bad  but  a  very  small  jointure  left.  What 
could  I  do  in  such  a  troublesome  extremity  i  I 
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could  not  vttarn  into  the  Astnrias :  for  what  |mr- 
poie  go  thidier  ?  all  the  consolation  I  should  have 
received  from  my  family^  would  have  been  no 
more  than  sympathy  and  condolence.  On-  the 
other  hand,  I  had  been  too  well  educated  to  be 
capable  of  embracing  a  life  of  libertinism.  Upon 
what  determination  wen  could  I  fix  f  I  have  turned 
actress  to  preserve  my  character  ?" 

The  Marquis  de  Marialva,  who  lost  not  a  word 
of  the  whole  discourse,  implicidy  believed  every 
syUable  of  what  Don  Antonio's  widow  was  pleased 
to  utter.  He  even  joined  in  the  conversation,  and 
asked  if  I  was  in  any  business  at  Grenada  or  else- 
where. I  was  in  some  donbt,  at  that  instant, 
whether  or  no  I  should  tell  a  lie ;  but  thinking 
dmt  unneeessarv,  I  spoke  truth,  recounting  eve^y 
drcnmitance  of  my  entering  into,  and  quitting  the 
archbishop's  service ;  which  afibrded  infinite  diver- 
sion to  the  Portuguese  nobleman.  It  is  true,  that 
notwithstanding  my  promise  to  Melchior,  I  made 
myself  a  little  merry  at  the  ezpeoce  of  his  grace. 
But  the  most  diverting  part  of  the  scene  was,  that 
Laura,  who  thought  I  invented  a  story  in  imitation 
of  her,  burst  out  into  loud  fits  of  laughter^  which 
she  would  have  probably  spared,  had  she  known 
that  I  did  not  dissemble. 

Having  ended  my  narration,  which  I  finished 
with  the  lodging  I  bad  hired,  word  was  brought 
that  dinner  was  on  the  table.  Upon  which  I  would 
have  retired,  in  order  to  go  and  dine  at  my  eating- 
house  ;  but  Laura,  stopping  me,  said,  "  What  do 
you  mean,  brother !  you  shall  dine  with  me!  and  I 
won't  even  suffer  you  to  live  any  longer  in  a  hired 
room ;  for  I  intend  you  shall  both  eat  and  lodge  in 
my  house.  Order  your  baggage  to  be  brought 
hither  this  evening ;  I  have  u  bed  to  spare." 

The  Portuguese  nobleman,  who,  perhaps,  was 
not  very  well  pleased  with  this  hospitality,  ad- 
dressing himself  to  Laura,  said,  "  No,  Estella,  yon 
have  not  convenience  for  him  in  these  lodgings* 

ToL.  3.  17 
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T«ir  bMlber  seem  toWapnrtty  ymn^  tBkm^ 
and  the  tdTantage  he  hae  in  beiog  m  &mrio  yoq, 
mtefestft  me  in  M  Imvovr.  I  wUl  take  hin  imo 
my  ••ervice :  be  shatl  be  my  &Toarite  iMreiary, 
and  tbief  covfidant  Let  him  not  fail  to  came  and 
sleep  at  my  boase  this  very  oigjbl ;  for  I  wiO  order 
an  apartment  to  be  prepared  for  the  pmrpose.  I 
will  allow  him  a  salary  of  four  handred  dncaats; 
and  i^  in  the  sequel,  I  faa;ve  canse,  as  I  bone  I 
shall,  to  be  satisfied  with  bis  behatiovr,  I  will  pnt 
him  in  a  condition  to  conscrie  himself  for  being  too 
sincere  with  the  arcbbbbop," 

The  acknowledgments  which  I  made  to  the  MaB- 
mds  at  this  janctore  were  foHowed  by  tfaose  ot 
Laara,  who  improved  npon  mine.  So  sayings  he 
salased  his  theatrical  princess,  and  went  away. 
She  led  me  immediately  into  a  closet,  where  seeing 
herself  alone  with  me,  "  I  shoaM  burst  (cried  she) 
if  I  was  obliged  to  resist  any  longer  the  incHnatian 
I  have  to  langh.''  Then  throwing  heraelfinlo  an 
easy  chair,  and  holding  her  sides,  she  laughed 
mmoderately,  as  if  she  had  lost  her  senses.  I 
fomid  it  impossible  not  to  follow  hei^  example,  and 
when  we  had  indulged  ourselves  safficiently,  ^*  Coo- 
fess,  Gil  Bias  (said  she,)  that  we  have  acted  a 
pleasant  fitrce :  bat  I  did  not  expect  sach  a  eatsh 
strophe ;  my  design  being  no  other  dian  to  provide 
for  yott  a  table  and  lodging  in  my  boose ;  which, 
that  I  might  offer  with  deceney,  I  made  thee  pass 
for  my  brother.  I  am  ravished  that  sock  a  good 
post  has  occurred  to  thee  by  accident  Tbe  Mam 
quis  de  Marialva  is  a  generons  noMeman,  who  will 
even  exceed  his  promise  iii  thy  favour.  Aaolher 
(added  she)  might  not,  perhaps,  have  ^veU'Sadi  a 
gracious  reception  to  one  who  quits  big  friends 
without  bidding  them '  farewell ;  but  I  am  one  of 
those  good  creatures,  who  cannot  help  seeing  again, 
with  pleasure,  a  rogue  whom  they  have  once  loved.'' 
I  candidly  acknowledged  my  impolite  behaviour, 
for  which  I  asked  pardon.  She  then  conducted  me 
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tffto  ft  rery  bandflome  dining-rooikiy  where  we  mx 
down  at  table,  *and,  as  a  waiting  woman  and 
lacquey  were  present,  behaved  to  one  another  like 
brother  and  sister. 

Havrog  dined,  we  went  back  to  the  same  closet 
where  we  had  conversed  together  before.  There 
my  incomparable  Laura,  giving  a  loose  to  all  her 
nataral  gaiety,  demanded  an  account  of  all  my 
aidventures  since  our  separation.  I  made  a  faithful 
rkcftal  of  the  whole  :  and  when  I  had  gratified  her 
CbHbsity,  she  gave  me  the  same  satisfaction^  in 
recounting  the  following  history  of  herself 
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I  AM  going  to  relate,  as  succinctly  as  I  can, 
by  what  accident  I  embraced  the  profession  of  a 
player. 

Great  events  happened  after  you  left  me  in  such 
an  honourable  manner.  My  mistress  Arsenia, 
rather  tired  than  disgusted  with  the  world,  re- 
nounced the  stage,  and  carried  me  with  her  to  a 
fine  estate  which  she  had  bought  near  Zaroora, 
with  the  price  of  her  favours.  In  this  city  we 
soon  contracted  an  acquaintance,  and  going  thither, 
finquently,  to  pass  a  day  or  two,  came  back  again, 
and  shut  ourselves  up  in  our  castle. 

In  one  of  these  small  journies,  Don  Felix  Mai- 

donada,    the  corregidor's  only  son,    saw  me  by 

accident,  and  happening  to  be  pleased  with  my 

appearance,  sought  an  opportunity  of  speaking  with 

me  in  private,  which,  that  I  may  conceal  nothing 

from  thee^  I  owirn,  was  facilitated  by  myself.     He 

was  a  cavalier  not  yet  twenty  years  old,  fair  as 

love  himself,   a  mere  pattern  in  shape,  and  still 
1  VojL.  11.  13 
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more  engaging,  by  his  gallant  and  generous  be^ 
haviour,  than  by  his  person  :  for*he  made  me  an 
offer  of  a  large  brilliant,  which  he  had  on  his  finger, 
with  such  a  good  grace,  and  pressing  intreaties, 
that  I  could  not  for  my  soul  refuse  it     I  did  not 

E)sses8  such  an  amiable  gallant  with  indifference, 
ut  what  madness  is  it  in  Abigails  to  attach  them- 
selves to  the  young  heirs  of  persons  in  authoriQr « 
His  father,  the  most  severe  of  all  corregidors,  in 
formed  of  our  intelligence,  made  baste  to  prevent 
the  consequences  of  it,  and  ordered  me  to  be  ap- 
prehended by  a  troop  of  alguaziis,  who  carried  me^ 
regardless  of  my  cries,  to  the  hospital  of  com 
passion*.  There,  without  any  other  form  or  pro- 
cess, the  superior  ordered  me  to  be  stript  of  my 
ring  and  dress,  and  clothed  with  a  long  gown  oi 
grey  serge,  girded  about  me  with  a  strap  of  black 
leather,  from  whence  a  rosary  of  large  beads  hunp 
down  to  my  heels.  This  being  performed,  I  wtft 
conducted  into  a  hall,  where  I  found  an  old  monk 
of  an  order  that  I  did  not  know,  who  fell  a  preach- 
ing penitence  to  me,'  much  in  the  same  manner  as 
dame  Leonarda^  exhorted  thee  to  patience  in  the 
cavern.  He  told  me  that  I  was  very  much  obliged 
to  those  who  caused  me  to  be  shut  up  in  that 
place,  for  they  had  done  infinite  service,  in 
rescuing  me  from  the  snares  of  the  devil.  I  will 
frankly  own  my  ingratitude  :  far  from  thinking 
myself  beholden  to  those  who  had  done  me  the 
good  ofiice,J  loaded  them  with  imprecations. 

Eight  days  I  passed  in  afflicting  myself;  but  on 
the  ninth,  (for  I  counted  the  very  minutes,)  my 
fate  seemed  to  bear  another  aspect:  crossing  a 
small  court,  I  met  the  steward  of  our  housCi  a 
persofi  who  ruled  with  unlimited  sway;  the  su- 
perior herself  was  under  his  command ;  and  he 
rendered  an  account  of  his  stewardship  to  none 
but  the  corregidor,  cm  whom  alone  he  depended^ 


*  In  other  words,  the  house  of  correctiou. 
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attd  whose  entire  coniidence  be  eiyoyech  Hif 
name  was  Pedro  Zendpno ;  be  was  bom  in  the 
town  of  SellesdoD,  in  Biscay^  being  a  tall^  pale, 
meagre  roan,  whose  figure  would  have  served  as  an 
excellent  pattern  for  the  picture  of  a  rank  rogue. 
He  scarce  seemed  to  look  at  the  sisters ;  and,  in 
short,  thou  never  sawest  such  an  hypocritical  face, 
although  thou  bast  lived  in  an  archbishop's  palace. 

Well  then,  (said  she,)  I  met  this  Signor  Zendono, 
who  stopt  me,  saying,  ^  Daughter,  be  comforted;  I 
am  touched  with  your  misfortune."  He  said  no 
more,  but  went  about  his  business^  leaving  me  to 
Hiake  what  commentaries  I  pleased  on  such  a 
laconic  text.  .As  I  believed  him  to  be  a  good  man, 
I  innocently  concluded  that  he  had  taken  the 
trouble  of  examining  into  the  cause  of  my  confine- 
ment, and  finding  me  not  guilty  enough  to  deserve 
such  unworthy  treatment,  was  resolved  to  do  me 
a  good  office  with  the  corregidor.  I  was  litde 
acquainted  with  the  Biscayan,  who  had  quite  other 
intentions*  He  then  resolved  in  hi&  mind  the 
scheme  of  a  journey,  which  he  imparted  to  me  a 
few  days  after.  '*  My  dear  Laura,  (said  be,)  I  am 
so  much  afiected  with  your  sufierings,  that  I  am 
resolved  to  put  an  end  to  them  immediately.  In 
so  doing,  I  know  I  shall  embrace  my  own  ruin : 
bat  I  am  no  longer  master  of  myself.  I  intend  to 
take  you  out  of  prison  to-morrow,  and  conduct 
you  in  person  to  Madrid':  being  resolved  to  sacri- 
fice every  thing  to  the  pleasure  of  being  your  de~ 
liverer." 

1  was  ready  to  swoon  with  joy  at  these  words  of 
jSendono,  who  judging,  by  my  acknowledgments^ 
.that  I  longed  for  nothing  so  much  as  liberty^  had 
the  impudence  to  carry  me  ofi"  next  day,  in  sight  of 
every  body,  by  the  following  stratagem.  He  told 
the  superior,  Aiat  he  had  orders  to  bring  me  to  the 
'corregidor,  who  was  at  a  pleasure-house  two  leaguea 
from  town :  and,  with  the  utmost  assurance,  made 
me  get  into  a  post-chaise  with  him, « drawn  hy  tva 
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gdod  mules,  which  he  had  bougbe  for  that  purpose; 
and  attended  by  no  other  lervant  than  a  valet, 
who  condtfcted  the  chaise,  and  was  entirely  de- 
voted to  the  steward,  we  set  out,  not  for  Madrid, 
as  I  fttiagined,  but  toward  the  frontiers  of  Portugal, 
where  we  arrived,  before  the  corregidor  of  Zamora 
could  get  notice  of  our  flight,  and  send  the  beagles 
of  justice  in  pursuit  of  us. 

Before  we  entered  Braganza,  the  Biscayan  made 
me  put  on  a  suit  of  men's  clothes,  which  he 
had  the  precaution  to  provide ;  and  now  looking 
upon  me  as  fairly  embarked  with  him  said  to  me, 
at  the  inn  where  we  lodged,  ^*  Fair  Laura,  be  not 
offended  with  me  for  bringing  you  into  Portugal , 
for  the  corregidor  of  Zamora  will  make  search  for 
us  in  our  native  country,  as  two  criminals  to  whom 
Spain  ought  not  to  afford  a  retreat.  B^t  (added 
he)  we  can  shelter  ourselves  from  his  resentment 
in  this  foreign  kingdom,  although  it  be  at  present 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Spanish  monarchy 
Here  we  shall,  at  least,  be  more  secure  than  in  our 
own  country.  Follow,  therefore,  a  man  who  adores 
you ;  and  let  us  settle  at  Coimbra,  where  I  wiD 
become  a  spy  for  the  holy  office,  and  under  the 
shade  of  that  formidable  tribunal  our  davs  will 
smoothly  glide  in  ease  and  pleasure." 

Such  a  forward  proposal  gave  me  to  understand, 
that  I  had  to  do  with  a  cavalier,  who  did  not  chuse 
to  redress  the  grievances  of  damsels  merely  for  the 
glory  of  knight-errantry.  I  perceived  that  be  de- 
pended a  good  deal  upon  my  gratitude,  and  stiB 
toiore  upon  my  distress.  Nevertheless,  thouffb 
these  two  considerations  spoke  to  me  in  bis  behalf 
I  rejected  his  proposal  with  disdain.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  I  had  two  strong  reasons  for  shewing 
myself  so  reserved  :  I  disliked  his  person,  and  dis- 
trusted his  circumstances.  But,  when  returning  to 
the  charge,  he  offered  to  wed  me,  as  a  preliminary, 
and  shewed  me.  that  his  stewardship  had  put  him 
in  a  condition  to  enjoy  himself  for  a  long  time^  I 
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wcniH  jdeny  that  I  began  to  li^ien  to  his  iddre^ses. 
I  was  daxzled  by  the  gold  and  jewels  which  he 
flpread  before  me,  and  founds  by  experience,  that 
aft  many  metamorphoses  are  made  by  interest  as  by 
love.  My  Biscayan  became,  gradually,  quite  s^nr 
other  man  in  my  eyes ;  his  tall,  withered  carcase 
assmned  the  form  of  a  fine  shape ;  his  pale  oom*- 
pkxaoo  seemed  agreeaUy  fidr;  and  I  gave  a  fa- 
vonnible  appellation  to  his  hypocritical  look*  I 
then  acoqpled  his  hand,  without  reluctance,  in  tht 
Ckc  of  hea^n,  which  he  called  to  witness  omr 
engagement.  After  this,  he  so&red  no  contra«» 
diction  on  my  part ;  we  set  <mt  again  on  our  travels^ 
attd,  in  a  short  time,  Coimbra  beheld  a  new  family 
widiin.  its  walls. 

My  husband  purchased  for  me  some  handsome 
clothes  adapted  to  my  own  sex,  and  pi«sented  me 
with  several  diamonds,  among  which  I  recollected 
that  of  Don  Felix  Maldonado.  This  discovery  was 
si^cient  to  make  me  conceive  how  all  the  jewels 
I  had  seen  were  acquired,  and  to  peifsuade  me  that 
[  had  not  married  a  scnipolons  observer  of  the 
seventh  article  of  the  decalogue.  But,  considering 
myself  as  the  first  cause  of  his  dexterity,  I  forgave 
him  in  my  heart :  for  a  woman  will  excuse  even 
the  bad  actions  which  her  beauty  prompts  the  men 
to  eooimit ;  otherwise,  I  should  have  thought  him 
an  execrable  villain. 

i  was  pretty  well  satisfied  with  him  for  two  ot 
three  months,  during  which  he  behaved  in  a  gallaat 
manner,  and  seemed  to  love  me  with  great  tender* 
ness ;  nevertheless,  these  marks  of  affection  were 
fobe  appearances ;  for  the  rogue  cheated  me  at  last. 
Oae  morning,  on  my  return  firom  mass,  I  found 
nothing  at  home  but  bare  walls:  the  whole  fur- 
tiiture,  with  all  my  baggage,  was  carried  off: 
Zendono,  and  his  faithful  valet,  had  taken  their 
measures  so  well,  that  in  Jess  th^  a&  hour  the 
general  pillage  of  the  hoUis^JtaMcl  been  begun  and 
fimshed,  in  such  a  manner,  ihkt  with  the  cloihet 
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Mdy  whicb  I  bad  on  my  back,  and  the  ringof  Don 
FeUXf  which  was  lockily  on  my  finger,  I  saw  raytdf 
abandoned  by  an  ungratefd  wrelch,  like  another 
Ariadne.  But,  I  assure  thee,  I  did  not  amuse 
myself  with  making  elegies  on  my  misfortones ;  I 
rather  thanked  heaven  for  havhig  delivered  me 
from  such  a  wretch,  who  conld  not  fail,  soon  or 
ate,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  justice ;  and  kHdnd 
npoa  the  days  we  had  spent  together  as  so  mock 
lost  drae,  for  which  I  would  soon  make  myself 
amends.  Had  I  been  desirous  of  staying  in  Por» 
logal,  and  attaching  myself  to  some  lady  of  fashion, 
I  should  not  have  wanted  a  place ;  but,  whether  I 
feved  my  own  country,  or  was  influenced  by  the 
force  of  destiny,  which  prepared  a  bettor  fortune 
for  me  here,  I  resolved  to  returu  to  Spain ;  apd 
applying  to  a  jeweller,  who  gave  me  ready  money 
for  my  ring,  set  out  with  an  old  Spanish  lady,  who 
was  going  in  a  chaise  to  Seville. 

This  persosi,  whose  name  was  Dorothea,  had  been 
to  visit  one  of  her  relations  settled  at  Coimbra,  and 
was  on  her  return  tt)  Seville,  where  she  lived. 
There  was  such  a  sympathy  between  her  disposi- 
tion and  mine,  that  we  became  friends  the  very 
first  day  ofour  journey ;  and  our  mutual  afiection 
grew  so  strong  on  the  road,  that,  on  our  arrival, 
the  lady  would  suffer  me  to  lodge  no  where  but  in 
her  house.  I  had  no  cause  to  repent  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, for  I  never  knew  a  woman  of  a  better 
character ;  and  one  might  still  perceive,  by  her 
features,  and  the  sparkling  of  her  eyes,  that  in  her 
youth  many  a  guitar  had  been  thrummed  on  her 
account;  indeed,  she  was  the  widow  of  several 
noble  husbands,  and  lived  in  an  honourable  manner 
on  the  jointures  which  she  enjoyed. 

Among  other  excellent  qualities,  she  had  that  of 
being  very  compassionate  to  unfortunate  young 
women.  When  t  imparted  to  her  my  own  story, 
she  entered  warmly  into  my  interests,  and  bestowed 
a  thousand  curses  on  Zendono.    '^  What  dogs  these 
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men  are!  (said -she,  in  a  tone  that  made  me  guess 
she  had  met  with  some  steward  in  her  way)  per- 
fidious wretches !  I  know  there  are  such  villains  in 
the  world,  who  divert  themselves  in  deceiving 
women.  What  I  am  pleased  at,  my  dear  child 
(added  she)  is,  that  according  to  your  relation  yon 
are  no  longer  bound  to  that  peijured  Biscayan :  if 
your  marriage  with  him  was  good  enough  to  secure 
your  reputation,  by  w^  of  recompense,  it  is  also 
bad  enough  to  permit  you  to  contract  a  better, 
whenever  you  can  find  an  opportunity. 

I  went  abroad  every  day  with  Dorodiea,  either  to 
ehnrch  or  to  viut ;  and  this  being  the  way  to  meet 
with  some  adventure  soon,  I  attracted  the  notice 
of  several  cavaliers,  who,  in  order  to  sound  the 
business,  made  interest  with  my  old  landlady :  but 
tome  had  not  wherewithal  to  make  a  good  settle- 
ment, and  others  were  still  minors :  so  that  I  had 
not  the  least 'desire  of  listening  to  any  of  them 
One  day,  Dorothea  and  I  took  a  whim  of  going  to 
see  a  play  at  Seville  ;*  and  upon  consulting  the 
bill,  we  iimnd  that  the  players  intended  to  act,  La 
&mosa  Comedia,  el  Embaxador  de  Simo,'composed 
by  Le  Vega  Carpio. 


situated  on  tl^  Ghiadalquiyir,  is  the  capital  of 
Andalusia,  and,  next  to  Madrid,  the  richest  city  in  Spain. 
It  19  the  seat  of  an  university,  archbishop,  inquisitioD,  and 
mint  So  ancient,  that  over  one  of  the  g^tes  is  the  follow- 
faig  inscription : 

^  Condidit  Alcides,  renovavit  Julius  urbem, 
••  Restltuit  Christo  Femandus  tertius  haeres." 

And  so  remarkable  for  curiosities,  as  to  be  the  subject  of 
this  distich: 

Sui  non  havisto  Sevilla, 
on  havisto  maravilla. 

The  translation  of  which  the  reader  will  find,  on  another 
•cession  In  this  volume.    * 
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-  • 

AflKMBg  the  sdrettet  who  appetred  on  the  fta§i^ 
I  discovered  my  old  friend  Phenicia,  that  jol^ 
meny  wench  whom  thoa  hast  seen,  when  she  was 
waiting-maid  to  FlorioMHK^  and  with  whom  thoa 
hast  sometimes  sopped  at  Arsenia's  hoose.  I  knew 
that  she  had  not  been  in  Madrid  for  two  years 
before,  but  was  ignorant  of  her  being  an  actress^ 
Having  an  eager  desire  of  embracing  her,  I  found 
the  piece  very  tedious :  bat  this  might  be  the  &nk 
of  the  actors,  who  played  either  too  iU  or  too  weU^ 
to  yield  me  amusement ;  for  as  to  me,  who-  am  a 
merry  creatnre,  1  own  myself  as  much  diverted  by 
m  player  who  is  perfecUy  ridicolons,  as  by  otte 
who  is  excellent  in  his  way. 

At  length,  the  moment  I  waited  for  being  arrived, 
that  is,  the  end  of  Lia  famosa  Comedia,  my  widow 
and  I  went  behind  the  scenes,  where  we  perceived 
Phenicia  acting  the  coquette,  and  listening  with 
affectation  to  the  soft  warbling  of  a  yoang  bird, 
which,  it  seems,  had  allowed  itself  to  be  ensnared 
by  her  declamation.  She  no  sooner  observed  me, 
than  quildng  her  admirer  with  a  courteous  air,  she 
came  towards  me  with  open  arms,  and  loaded  me 
with  caresses.  'We  expressed  our  mutual  joy  in 
seeing  one  another  again  ;  but  the  time  and  place 
not  permitting  us. to  launch  out  iu  a  long  conver- 
sation, we  deferred  it  till  next  day,  when  we 
might  discourse  together  more  fully  at  her  lodg- 
in^. 

The  itch*  of  talking  is  one  of  the  roost  eager 
passions  of  w<tmen  :  I  could  not  close  an  eye  the 
whole  night,  so  much  did  I  long  to  engage  Phe* 
nicia,  and  worry  her  with  questions  upon  questions. 
God  knows,  I  was  not  lazy  in  getting  up,  to  repair 
to  her  lodgiAg,  according  to  the  direction  she  had 
given  me.  She  lived  with  the  whole  company  n  a 
large  hired  house  ;  which  when  I  entered,  I  met  a 
maid-servant,  who,  when  I  desired  her  to  conduct 
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me  to  Pbemcia's  apartment,  shewed  me  up  to  k 
gallery,  on  one  side  of  which  were  ten  or  twelve 
small  chambers,  divided  from  one  «iother  by 
partitions  of  deal  boards  only,  and  possessed  by  the 
joyous  band.  My  guide  knocked  at  a  door,  which 
Phenicia,  whose  tongue  itched  as  well  as  mine, 
came  and  opened.  Scarce  did  we  allow  ourselves 
time  to  sit,  before  we  began  to  chatter*  We  had. a 
severe  brush,  and  uttered  in  our  turns  so  many 
interrogations,  that  the  questions  and  replies  swj- 
ceeded  one  another  with  surprising  volubility. 

After  having  recounted  our  VMitual  adventbres, 
and  reciprocally  informed  ourselves  of  the  state  of 
our  afiairs,  Phenicia  asked  what  I  intended  to  do  : 
I  answered,  that  I  was  resolved  (until  soiaething 
better  should  cast  up)  to  enter  into  the  service  of 
some  young  lady  of  quality.  ^^  O  fye  !  (cried  my 
friend)  you  joke  sure !  Is  it  possible,  my  dear,  that 
thou  art  not  yet  disgusted  witli  servitude?  Art 
thou  not  tired  with  seeing  thyself  stjd>jected  io 
another's  will,  with  humouring  the  caprices  of  a 
mistress,  with  hearing  thyself  reproached,  and,  in 
one  word,  with  being  a  slave  f  Why  wilt  thou  no^ 
by  my  example,  embrace  a  theatrical  life?  Nothing 
can  be  more  convenient  for  people  of  spirit,  who 
have  neither  birth  nor  fortune:  it  is  a  situation 
that  holds  the  middle  place  between  the  nobility 
and  citizens ;  an  unrestricted  condition,  free  of  that 
decorum  which  is  so  troublesome  to  society.  Ov 
revenues  are  paid  in  ready  cash  by  the  puUic, 
which  is  our  bank;  we  live  in  continual  mirth,  and 
jspend  our  money  as  we  get  it 

"  The  stage  (added  she)  is  particularly  favourable 
to  women :  while  I  lived  with  Florimonda  (I  blush 
at  the  remembrance  of  it)  I  was  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  listening  to  the  candle-snufiers  of  the 

1>rince's  company ;  not  one  man  of  fashion  paid  the 
east  attention  to  my  figure.     What  was  the  cause 
of  this  unimportance  ?    I  was  not  seen :  the  finest 

lecture  has  not  its  effect,  except  in  a  particular 
I  2  Vol.  II. 
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Kght ;  but  since  I  have  been  placed  on  my  proper 
pedestal,  that  is,  on  the  stage,  heavens,  what  a  - 
change  has  happened !  I  see  at  my  heels  the  gayest 
yoQth  of  all  the  towns  through  which  we  pass.  An 
actress,  therefore,  enjoys  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
ID  her  occupation ;  if  she  is  prudent,  I  mean,  if  she 
favours  one  gallant  only  at  a  time,  she  has  all  the 
honour  imaginable  paid  to  her,  her  chastity  is 
applauded,  and  when  she  changes  her  lover,  she  is 
looked  upon  as  a  real  widow  who  marries  a  second 
husband:  nay,  if  a  widolr  takes  a  third,  she  is 
ipoften  of  with  contempt,  and  said  to  have  infringed 
^  delicacy  of  her  sex ;  whereas  the  actress  seems 
to  be  more  and  more  regarded,  in  proportion  to  the 
increase  of  her  admirers.  After  she  has  gone 
through  a  hundred  intrigues,  she  is  stiU  a  morsd 
for  a  lord." 

<*  To  whom  do  you  talk  in  this  manner  (sud  I, 
interrupting  her  :)  do  you  think  I  am  ignorant  of 
these  advantages  i  I  have  often  reflected  on  them, 
and  they  but  too  much  flatter  the  imagination  of 
such  a  girl  as  me :  I  even  feel  an  inclination  for  the 
stage;  but  that  alone  is  not  suflicient;  talent  is 
absolutely  necessary,  and  I  have  none :  for  when  I 
sometimes  attempted  to  repeat  passages  of  plays 
before  Arsenia,  she  always  found  fault  with  my 
performance  ;  so  that  I  was  disgusted  at  the  pro- 
fession." — "  Thou  art  easily  discouraged  (replied 
Phenicia ;)  dost  thou  not  know  that  these  great 
actresses  are  commonly  jealous  ?  They  are  afraud 
(in  spite  of  all  their  vanity)  of  being  eclipsed.  In  / 
short,  I  woij't  take  Arsenia's  word  for  thy  incapa* 
city;  for  she  was  certainly  insincere :  nay,  I  assure 
thee,  without  flattery,  that  thou  art  bom  for  the 
stage ;  thou  hast  genius,  a  free  and  graceful  car- 
riage, a  sweet  voice,  a  good  chest,  and  withal  a 
face!  Ah,  baggage,  how  many  cavaliers  wilt  thou 
charm,  if  thou  turnest  actress  !" 

She  plied  me  with  more  such  seducing  discourse, 
and  made  me  pronounce  some  verses,  that  I  myself 
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teigfat  judge  of  jiny  capacity  for  acting;  bat  when 
she  heard  me,  it  was  quite  another  case  ;  she  over* 
whelmed  me  with  applause,  lind  preferred  me  to 
all  the  actresses  in  Madrid.  After  this,  I  should 
lirave  been  inexcusable  had  I  doubted  my  own 
merit  Arsenia  stood  impeached,  and  convicted  of 
enry  and  insincerity ;  and  I  could  not  help  allow- 
ing that  I  was  an  admirable  subject  Two  actors, 
who  happened  to  come  in  at  that  instant,  and 
before  whom  Phenicia  obliged^  me  to  repeat  the 
verses  which  I  had  already  recited  to  her,  were 
seized  with  a  kind  of  ecstacy ;  from  which  th^  no 
sooner  recoflected  themselves^  than  they  loaded 
me  with  praise.  In  good  earnest,  had  the  diree 
wagered  with  one'  another  which  of  them  should 
applaud  me  most,  they  could  not  have  employed 
more  hyperbolical  expressions.  My  modesty  was 
not  proof  against  such  eulogiums  :  I  began  to  be- 
lieve myself  "of  some  value  :  and  thus  my  thoughts 
were  turned  towards  the  stage. 

••Come  on  then,  my  dear  Tsaid  I  to  Phenicia)  the 
affair  is  determined :  I  will  follow  thy  advice,  and 
enter  into  the  company,  provided  they  think  weU 
of  it**  My  friend,  transported  with  joy  at  these 
words,  hugged  me  in  her  arms ;  and  her  two 
comrades  seemed  no  less  delighted  to  find  me  in 
these  sentiments.  We  agreed,  that  next  day  I 
should  repair  to  the  theatre  in  the  morning,  and 
before  the  whole  company  assembled  show  the 
same  sample  of  my  talent  that  I  bad  exhibited  to 
them.  If  I  had  acquired  the  good  opinion  of  those 
who  were  at  Phenicia's  lodgings,  all  the  actors 
judged  of  me  stUl  more  favourably,  when  1  had 
pronounced  about  twenty  verses  in  their  presence. 
They  received  me  very  willingly  into  their  com* 
pany;  and  then  I  was  wholly  engrossed  by  my 
first  appearance,  which,  that  I  might  render  as  gay 
as  possible,  I  employed  upon  it  all  the  money  that 
remained  from  the  sale  of  my  ring ;  and  though  I 
had  not  enough  to  make  a  superb  figure,  I  at  least 
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ftmnd  oi«ans  to  supply  the  want  of  joagmficenoep 
by  a  genteel  taste  in  my  dress. 

At  length  I  appeared  on  the  stage,  for  the  first 
time ;  and  then,  what  thundering  applause,  what 
culogiam  was  I  fiivoured  with !    It  is  downright 
aM>desty,  my  friend,  to  say  simply  that  I  ravished 
the  audience ;  one  must  have  been  witness  of  the 
noise  I  made  at  Seville,  to  believe  it    I  became 
dM  discourse  of  the  whole  city,   which,   during 
three  weeks,  came  in  crowds  to  the  playhouse  io 
such  a  manner,  that  the  company,  by  this  novelty, 
recalled  the  public,  which  had   begun   to  desert 
them.    I  began  then  in  a  manner  that  charmed 
every  body ;  and  this  was  the  same  thing  as  if  I 
liad  advertised  myself  to  be  let  to  the  highest 
bidder.  Twenty  cavaliers,  of  all  ages,  outvied  one 
another  in  their  proffers  to  me ;  and  if  I  had  fol- 
lowed my  own  inclination,  I  would  have  chosen 
him  who  was  young  and  handsome  :  but  people  of 
our  stamp  ought   to   consult  nothing   but   their 
interest  aiid  ambition,  when  a  settlement;  is  de- 
pending.   For  this  reason,  Don  Ambrosio  de  Ni- 
Sana,  a  man  already  old  and  ugly,  but  rich,  gene- 
rous, and  one  of  the  most  powerful  noblemen  of 
Andalusia,  had   the  preference.     True,  indeed,  I 
made  him  purchase  my  favours  at  a  good  price;  he 
hired  for  me  a  grand  house,  which  he  furnished  in 
a  very  magnificent  manner,    gave  me  an  expert 
cook,  two  lacquies,  a  chambermaid,  and  a  thousand 
ducats  for  my  monthly  expence,  over  and  above 
rich  clothes,  and  a  pretty  large  quantity  of  jewels* 
What  a  change  was  this  in  my  fortune!    My 
reason  could,  not  support  it :  I  appeared  to  myself 
all  of  a  sudden  quite  another  person ;  and  I  am 
not  surprised  that  tbae  are  girls  wtio  forget  in  a 
Uttle  time  the  meanness  and  misery  from  which 
ihey  are  rescued  by  the  caprice  of  a  man  of 
quality.     I  will  make  a  sincere  confession;  the 
applause  of  the  public,  the  flattering  discourse  that 
t  heard  from  all  quarters,  and  the  passion  of  Don 
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AffibrosiO)  inspired  me  wilh  sentiments  of  vanity 
that  amounted  to  mere  extravagance.  I  considered 
my  talent  as  a  noble  title ;  I  assumed  the  airs  of  a 
woman  of  quality ;  and  becoming  as  covetous  as  I 
had  before  been  prodigal  of  my  smiles,  resolved  to 
limit  my  prospect  to  dukes,  counts,  and  marquises 
only. 

Signior  de  Nisana  came  to  sup  at  my  house  every 
evening  with  some  of  his  friends ;  and  I,  on  my 
side,  took  care  to  invite  the  most  engaging  of  our  . 
actresses,  so  that  we  commonly  spent  the  best  part 
of  the  night  in  drinking  and  making  merry.  I 
accommodated  myself  mighty  well  to  such  an 
agreeable  life,  which,  however,  lasted  but  six 
months.  Noblemen  are  apt  to  change,  otherwise 
they  would  be  too  amiable.  Don  Ambrosio  forsook 
me,  for  a  conquest  he  had  miade  of  a  young 
creature  from  Grenada,  who  had  arrived  at  Seville 
with  some  charms,  and  the  talent  of  disposing  them* 
to  the  best  advantage.  My  affliction  at  his  incon- 
stancy did  not  last,  however,  longer  than  four  and 
twenty  hours.  *  I  chose  in  his  room  a  cavalier  of 
two  and  twenty,  ^called  Don  Lewis  d'Alcacer,  to 
whom,  in  point  of  person,  few  Spaniards  could  be 
compared.  Thou  wilt,  doubtless,  ask,  and  thou  ^ 
bast  reason  so  to  do,  why  I  took  such  a  young 
nobleman  for  my  gallant,  when  I  knew  the  conse- 
quences of  such  a  choice.  But,  besides  that  Don 
Lewis  had  neither  father  nor  mother,  and  already 
enjoyed  his  estate,  I  must  tell  thee,  that  these  con- 
sequences are  not  to  be  dreaded  but  by  girls  of  a 
servile  condition,  or  unhappy  she-adventurers 
Wotaen  of  our  profesnon  are  privileged  persons 
and  not  at  all  answerable  for  the  effects  that  onr 
charms  produce.  So  much  the  worse  for  those 
families  whose  heirs  we  pillage. 

Alcacer  and  I  attached  ourselves  so  strongly  t 
one  another,  that  no  mutual  passion,  I  believe,  ever 
equalled  that  with  which  we  were  inflamed.     We 
'»oved  with  so  much  fury,  that  one  would  hove 
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ihoLf^  we  were  both  cDchamed  :  and  tnote 
were  actpiaiDted  with  oar  oorrcspondeoce  bdieved 
ttf  ibe  moft  oappy  lovers  in  the  worid ;  though  we 
were^  in  reality,  the  most  miseraUe,  If  Don 
Lewift  had  a  person  altogether  amiable^  he  was  at 
the  same  time  so  jealous,  that  he  adicted  me 
incessantly  with  unjust  suspicions.  It  was  in  vain 
fiir  me  to  accommodate  mysdf  to  this  weakncm, 
lo  consuain  myself  so  £ur  as  not  to  look  upon  a 
man.  His  distrust,  ingenious  in  finding  out  crimes 
to  lay  to  my  charge,  rendered  my  caution  alto- 
gether useless.  Our  most  tender  moments  were 
always  disturbed  by  quarrels,  which  it  was  im- 
possible to  endure.  Both  of  us  lost  our  patience, 
and  we  broke  in  a  friendly  manner.  Wouldst 
thon  believe  it }  we  looked  upon  the  last  day  as 
the  most  charming  of  our  commerce.  Equally 
fatigued  with  the  troubles  we  bad  undergone,  we 
expressed  the  utmost  joy  in  our  mutual  adieu.  We 
were  like  two  miserable  captives,  who,  after  a  nide 
slavery,  at  last  recover  their  freedom. 

Since  that  adventure,  I  am  always  on  my  guard 
against  love.  I  will  no  more  contract  attachments 
that  may  disturb  my  repose  i  it  does  not  become 
those  of  our  profession  to  sigh  like  other  people ; 
and  we  ought  not  to  entertain  in  private  a  passion 
the  ridicule  of  which  we  represent  in  public. 

About  this  time,  I  afforded  some  employment  to 
ame,  which  reported  every  where,  that  I  wa»  an 
'  nimitable  actress^  On  the  assurance  of  this  god- 
less, the  players  of  Grenada  wrote  to  me,,  pro- 
posing that  I  should  enter  into  their  company  ^  and, 
to  let  me  know  that  the  proposal  wa»  not  to  be 
rejected,  sent  me  an  account  of  their  daily  ezpence, 
ind  the  terms  of  their  offer :  from  which  I  con- 
cluded, that  it  would  be  for  my  interest  to  com- 
ply. I  accepted  it,  therefore ;  though,  at  bottom,  I 
was  grieved  at  parting  from  Phenicia  and  Dorothea, 
whom  I  loved  as  much  as  one  woman  i&  capable  of 
loving  otliers  of  her  st^x.    L  left  the  first  busy  in 
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melting  the  plate  of  a  little  merchant  goldsmidiy 
who,  out  of  vanity,  would  have  an  actress  for  bis 
mistress.  I  forgot  to  tell  thee,  that  when  I  devoted 
myself  to  the  stage,  I  changed,  through  whim,  my 
name  from  Laura  into  that  of  Estella,  under  wUch 
appellation  I  set  out  for  Grenada* 

Here  ray  first  appearance  was  no  less  lucky  than 
at^Beville,  and  I  saw  myself  at  once  surrounded  by 
admirers  :  but  being  resolved  to  favour  none  except 
in  an  honourable  way,  I  behaved  to  them  with  so 
much  reserve,  that  they  were  blinded  by  my 
affected  modesty.  Nevertheless,  that  I  would  not 
be  the  dupe  of  a  conduct  that  might  be  of  no 
service,  and  which  indeed  was  not  natural  to  me, 
I  was  going  to  listen  to  a  young  judge  of  the 
citizen  race,  who  assumes  the  nobleman  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  a  sumptuous  table,  and  rich  equipage, 
when  I  saw,  for  the  first  time,  the  Marquis  de 
MsErialva.  This  Portuguese  lord,  who  travels 
through  Spain  out  of  curiosity,  stopped,  on  bis  ws^y, 
at  Grenada ;  and  coming  to  the  play  one  night, 
when  I  did  not  act,  considered  with  great  attention 
the  actresses  who  presented  themselves,  and  found 
one  to  his  liking.  He  made  an  acquaintance  with 
her  the  very  next  day,  and  was  ready  to  conclude 
the  bargain,  when  I  appeared  on  the  stage.  My 
figure,  and  the  airs  I  gave  myself,  turned  the 
weathercock  all  of  a  sudden ;  and  my  Portuguese 
attached  himself  to  me  -only.  To  confess  the  ti^utb, 
as  I  was  not  ignorant  that  my  comrade  had  pleased 
that  nobleman,  I  spared  nothing  to  deprive  her  of 
her  conquest;  and  I  had  the  good  fortune  to 
'accomplish  it  I  know  that  she  bears  me  a  grudge 
for  my  success,  but  I  could  not  help  doing  it;  and 
she  ought  to  consider,  it  is  a  thing  so  natural  to 
women,  that  the  best  friends  make  no  scruple  of 
practising  it  on  one  another. 
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CHAPTER  nil 


Laura  had  no  sooner  finished  her  story,  than 
an  old  actress,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood, 
came  to  take  her  up  in  her  way  to  the  playhouse. 
This  venerable  stage  heroine  would  have  been  very 

£  roper  for  playing  the  part  of  the  goddess  Cotys. 
[y  sister  did  not  fail  to  present  her  brother  to  this 
superannuated  figure ;  upon  which,  a  great  many 
compliments  passed  on  both  sides. 

'  I  left  them  together,  tdling  the  steward's  widow 
that  I  would  rejoin  her  at  the  theatre,  as  soon  as  I 
ordered  my  baggage  to  be  carried  to  the  Marquis 
de  Marialva's  house,  to  which  he  gave  me  a  direc- 
don.     I  went  immediately  to  my  own  room ;  from 
whence,  after  having  satisfied  my  landlady,  I  re- 
paired with  a  man  who  carried  my  portmanteau  to 
a  large  furnished  house  where   my  new  master 
lodged.    I  met  at  the  door  his  steward,  who  asked 
me  if  I  was  not  dame  Estella's  brother :  and  upon 
my  answering  in  the  affirmative,  said,    ^'  Signor 
Cavalier,  you  are  very  welcome :  the  Marquis  o« 
Marialva,  whose  steward  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
has  ordered  me  to  give  you  a  handsome  reception. 
There  is  a  chamber  prepared  for  you ;  to  which,  if 
you  please,  I  shall  show  you  the  way."  So  saying, 
be  carried  me  to  the  top  of  the  house,  and  shewed 
me  into  a  chamber  so  small,  that  a  very  narrow 
bed,  a  chest,  and  two  chairs,  quite  filled  it     This 
was  my  apartment.     ^'  You  wont  be  very  much  at 
brge  in  this  place  (said  my  guide ;)  but  to  make 
you  amends,  you  shall  be  lodged  in  a  superb  man- 
ner at  Lisbon."  I  locked  my  portmanteau  in  my 
chest,  put  the  key  in  my  pocket,  and  asked  at  what 
hour  they  supped.     It  was  answered,  that  the  Por- 
tuguese nobleman  kept  no  table  at  home,  but  gave 
a  certain   monthly  sum  to  each  domestic  for  his 
jjuard.     I  put  other  questions  to  him,  and  learned^ 
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that  the  people  belonging  to  the  Marqob  Wire  a 
parcel  of  nappy  sluggards.  After  a  short  conversa- 
tion, I  left  the  steward,  to  go  in  quest  of  Laura, 
agreeably  engrossed  with  the  presage  I  had  coa- 
ceived  of  my  new  place. 

As  soon  as  I  arrived  at  the  play*hoasedo<Nr,  and 
told  that  I  was  Estella's  brother,  I  was  immediate* 
ly  admitted.  Ton  might  have  seen  the  guards  as 
eager  in  making  a  passage  for  me,  as  if  I  had  been 
one  of  the  most  considerable  noblemen  of  Grenada* 
All  the  servants  and  door-keepers  whom  I  met 
made  me  profound  bows.  But  what  I  wish  I  could 
paint  to  the  reader,  was'my  serio-comlcal  reception 
behind  the  scenes,  where  I  found  the  company  all 
dressed,  and  ready  to  begin.  The  actors  and  ac- 
tresses, to  whom  Laura  presented  me,  poured  upon 
me  in  shoals.  The  men  overwhelmed  me  with  enn 
braces ;  and  the  women,  in  their  turns,  applying 
their  painted  iaces  to  mine,  covered  it  with  white 
and  red.  Each  desirous  of  being  the  first  to  make 
their  compliment,  they  spoke  altogether :  it  was 
impossible  for  me  alone  to  answer ;  but  my  sister 
came  to  my  assistance,  and  her  indefatigable  tongue 
did  not  leave  me  in  debt  to  any  one. 

The  embraces  of  the  actors  and  actresses  did  not 
suffice ;  for  I  was  also  obliged  to  undergo  the  civil* 
ities  of  the  scene-painter,  the  music,  prompter, 
candle-snufler,  and  nis  deputy  ;  in  short, 'of  all  the 
servants  of  the  theatre,  who,  on  the  report  of  my 
arrival,  came  running  to  behold  me.  One  wooM 
have  thought  that  all  these  people  were  foondlingtj 
who  had  never  seen  a^  brother  before. 

Meanwhile,  the  performance  began ;  and  some 

gentlemen,  who  were  behind  the  scenes,  ran  to 

their  places :  while  I,  like  a  child  of  the  house, 

continued  to  converse  with  those  of  the  actors  who 

were  not  on  the  stage.    Among  these,  I  heard  one 

called  Melchior :  I  was  struck  with  the  name ;  I 

considered  with  -attention  the  person  who  bore  it, 

and  imagined  I  had  seen  him  somewhere.    I  at 
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leagch  ncdlected  him  to  be  Mekhior  Zapala,  dmt 
poor  stroller,  who,  as  I  observed  in  the  first  volume 
of  my  history,  soaked  crusts  of  bread  in  a  spring. 

Taking  him  aside  accordingly,  '^  Lam  mistaken 
(said  I)  if  you  are  not  that  Signior  Melchior,  with 
whom  I  had  the  honour  to  breakfast  one  day,  at 
the  side  of  a  clear  spring  between  Yalladolid  and 
Segovia.  I  was  in  company  with  a  journeyman 
barber;  we  had  some  provisions  in  a  knapsack, 
which  being  joined  to  yours,  made  up  a  pretty 
little  repast,  which  was  seasoned  with  a  thousand 
agreeable  sallies."  Zapata  having  mused  some  mi- 
nutes^ answered,  "You  mention  a  circumstance 
which  I  recall  without  difficulty ;  I  was  then  re- 
Sorning  to  Zamora,  from  having  made  an  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  on  the  stage  at  Madrid  :  I  remember 
too,  that  I  was  in  very  bad  circumstances." — "  I 
remember  the  same  thing  (said  I^  by  this  token, 
that  you  wore  a  jacket  lined  with  play-bills.  You 
see  I  have  not  forgot  it,  no  more  than  that  you 
complained  at  that  time  of  having  too  chaste  a 
wife."—"  Oh  !  I  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  that 
at  present  (said  Zapata  with  precipitation)  egad  ! 
my  gossip  is  very  much  reformed  in  that  particular; 
and  therefore  my  jacket  is  better  lined  than  for- 
merly." 

I  was  going  to  congratulate  him  on  his  wife's 
reformation,  when  he  was  obliged  to  leave  me,  in 
order  to  appear  upon  the  stage.  Curious  to  know 
his  spouse,  I  made  up  to  an  actor,  and  desired  be 
would  show  her  to  me.  This  be  did  ;  saying, 
*  There  she  is;  that  Is  Narcissa,  the  handsomest 
of  our  ladies,  your  sister  excepted."  I  immediately 
concluded,  that  this  actress  must  be  she  in  favour 
of  whom  the  Marquis  de  Marialva  had  declared 
himself,  before  he  had  seen  Estella  ;  and  my  con- 
jecture was  but  too  true.  When  the  play  was  over, 
I  conducted  Laura  to  her  lodging,  where  I  per- 
ceived several  cooks  preparing  a  great  entertain- 
ment.    "  Thou  mayest  sup  here,"  (said  she.)     "  I 
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won't  indeed  (said  I ;)  the  Marquis,  perhaps,  will 
chose  to  be  alone  with  you." — *^  O I  not  at  all  (she 
replied)  he  is  to  be  here  with  two  of  his  friends  and 
one  of  our  gentlemen ;  and  it  is  in  thy  own  option 
to  make  a  sixth.  Thou  knowest  that,  in  the  houses 
of  actresses,  secretaries  have  the  privilege  of  eating 
with  their  masters." — ^'^  True  (said  I)  but  it  would 
be  a  litde  too  early  for  me  to  put  myself  on  the 
foodng  of  a  favourite  secretary  :  I  must  first  enjoy 
his  confidence,  before  I  can  merit  that  honourable 
privilege."  So  saying,  I  left  her,  and  repaired 
to  my  eating-house,  which  I  intended  to  frequent 
every  day,  since  my  master  kept  no  table  at  home. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


I  OBSEBVED  in  the  hall  a  kind  of  old  monk 
clothed  in  coarse  grey  cloth,  who  was  at  supper 
all  alone  in  a  comer.  Sitting  down,  out  of  curi- 
osity, just  opposite  to  him,  I  saluted  him  very  ci- 
villy, and  he  showed  himself  no  less  polite.  My 
pittance  beiDg  brought,  I  began  to  dispatch  it  with 
a  good  deal  jof  appetite ;  and  while  I  ate  in  silence, 
I  frequently  looked  at  this  person,  whose  eyes  I 
always  found  fixed  on  mine.  Fatigued  with  his 
stubborn  perseverance  in  looking  at  me,  I  addressed 
him  in  these  words :  Father,  have  we  ever  seen 
one  another  before  ?  Ton  observe  me,  as  if  I  was 
not  altogether  unknown  to  you.*' 

He  answered,  with  great  gravity,  "  My  reason 
for  fixing  my  eyes  upon  you,  is  to  admire  the  pro- 
digious variety  of  adventures  which  are  marked  in 
the  features  of  your  face."  "  I  see  (said  I,  with 
an  air  of  raillery)  that  your  reverence  deals  in  me- 
toposcopy." — "  I  may  boast  of  possessing  that  art 
(replied  the  monk)  and  of  having  made  presages. 
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have  been  verified  by  the  event    I  am 
in  chiromaacy,  aixl  will  venture  to  mff 
Ibat  roy  oracles  are  infallible,  wben  I  bave  OOSH 

Sxed  the  inspection  of  tbe  band  with  Uiat  of  the 

Although  tUs  old  man  had  all  tbe  appearenoe 
of  a  wise  personi  I  tboaght  him  so  foolish  thai  I 
could  not  help  laughing  in  bis  face.  Instead  oi 
being  oflended»  he  smiled  at  my  impoliteness,  and 
continued  q)eaking  in  these  words,  after  having 
cast  bis  eyes  around  tbe  hall,  to  be  assured  that 
nobody  listened  ^  '^  I  am  not  surpriseif  to  see  yon 
so  prejudiced  against  two  sciences  which  are  look* 
ed  upon  as  frivolous  in  this  age.  The  long  and 
painful  study  which  thej'  demand  discourages  all 
the  learned  meq,  who  renounce  and  decry  them,, 
out  of  despair  of  acquiring  them.  For  ray  own 
part,  I  am  not  discouraged  by  the  obscurity  in 
which  they  are  shrouded,  no  more  than  by  the 
difficulties  which  incessantly  occur  in  the  search 
of  chemical  secrets,  and  in  t)ie  wonderful  art  of 
transmuting  metals  into  gold 

But  I  don't  consider  (added  he^  recollecting 
himself)  that  I  speak  to  a  young  cavalier,  to  whom 
my  discourse  must  in  effect  appear  quite  chimeii- 
cid«  A  sample  of  my  skill  will  dispose  you  mttcb 
better  than  all  I  can  say,  to  judge  more  mvoorably 
of  my  art"  With  these  words,  be  took  out  of  hla. 
pocket  a  phial  full  of  red  liquor ;  and  then  said 
^^  Here  is  an  eliur  which  I  composed  this  morning 
of  the  Juice  of  certain  plaints  distilled  in  an  alembic  f 
for  I  have  em{doyed  almost  all  my  life,  like  DenuH 
crituSy  in  finding  out  the  properties  of  minerab  and 
Mmples*  Tott  shall  see  its  vwtoe  put  to  the  proeC 
The  wine  which  we  now  drink  at  sopper,  though  il 
is  execrable,  shall  become  excellent^  So  sajriog^ 
he  put  into  my  bottle  two  drops  of  his  elixir,  vfhiuk 
rendered  my  wine  more  delicious  than  the  best 
that  is  drank  in  Spain. 

The  marvellous  strikes  the  imag^tion ;  and 
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^hen  once  that  is  gained,  the  judgment  is  no 
longer  used.  Charmed  with'  such  a  fine  secret, 
and  persuaded  that  he  must  be  more  than  the  devil 
who  could  find  it  out,  I  cried,  in  a  transport  of 
admiration,  *<0h,  father!  pray  pardon  me,  if  I  took 
you  at  first  for  an  old  fool ;  I  now  do  justice  to 
your  oapabity,  and  need  no  more  than  I  have  seen 
to  be  assured  that  you  could,  if  you  pleased,  con- 
Vert  in  an  instant  a  bar  of  iron  into  an  ingot  of 
gold.  How  happy  should  I  be,  could  I  possess 
such  an  admirable  science !" — "  Heaven  preserve 
VOtt  ^cnh  such  an  acquisition  (said  the  old  mtoi, 
Hiterruptnig  me  with  a  profound  sigh.)  Ton  don't 
knoW)  my  son^  what  tk  fatal  secret  you  wish  for. 
Instead  of  envyitig,  i*adier  pity  me,  for  having  be- 
stowed so  much  pains  td  make  myself  unhappy. 
t  five  hi  cotitinUal  disquiet  I  am  afiraid  of  hang 
disc<fvefed,  and  that  my  labours  will  be  rewarded 
with  pdfpetoal  imprisonment  In  this  appreheiH 
iion  1  lead  a  wandering  fife,  disguised  sometimes 
like  H  priest,  ot  monk,  and  sometimes  like  a  pe«- 
«ant  or  cavalier.  Is  it  then  an  advantage  to  kiiow 
how  to  make  gold  at  that  price  ?  And  are  not 
*iches  a  real  punishment  for  those  persons  who 
cannot  enjoy  them  in  tranquillity !'' 

This  discourse  seeming  to  me  very  sensible,  I 
said  to  the  sage,  ^'  There  is  nothing  like  a  quiet 
life :  you  give  me  a  disgust  to  the  philosopher's 
stone;  and  I  will  be  contented  with  leammg  of  you 
the  fhture  events  of  my  life."  "With  all  my 
heatt^  child,"  answered  he ;  *'  I  have  already  maid^ 
my  remarks  on  your  features :  let  us  now  see  yMf 
hand."  I  presented  it  to  him  with  a  confidettee 
ibttt  will  not  do  me  much  honour  in  the  opinio^ 
of  some  readers ;  and  he  having  examined  it  wiA 
great  attention,  exclaimed  in  a  fit  of  enthusiasm^ 
**  Ah !  what  transitions  firom  grief  to  joy,  and  from 
joy  to  grief!  What  capricious  successions  of  mi»* 
fortune  and  prosperity !  But  you  have  alread]^ 
experienced   a  great  deal  of   these  vicissitudes 
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¥ou  have  not  a  great  many  more  afflictions  t»  a»- 
dergo ;  and  a  nobleman  will  confer  upon  you  an 
agreeable  destiny,  not  subject  to  change.'*  After 
liaving  assuped  me,  that  I  mi^t  depend  on  this 
prediction,  he  bade  me  farewell,  and  went  out  of 
the  eating-house,  leaving  me  quite  engrossed  with 
the  things  which  I  had  heard.  I  did  not  at  aH 
doubt  that  the  Marquis  de  Marialva  was  die  no- 
bleman in  question ;  and  of  consequence,  nothing 
seemed  more  possible  than  the  accomplishment  of 
the  oracle.  But  though  I  bad  not  seen  the  least 
appearance  of  probability,  I  could  not  have  helped 
jrepofiing  an  entire  belief  in  the  pretended  monk, 
so  much  authority  had  he  acquired  in  my  opinion 
by  his  elixir.  On  my  side,  that  I  might  hasten 
the  happiness  that  was  predicted  to  me,  I  resolved 
to  attacn  myself  to  the  Marquis  more  than  I  taad 
done  to  any  of  my  masters ;  and  having  formed 
this  resolution,  I  retired  to  our  house  in  a  tran- 
sport of  joy  that  I  cannot  express.  Never  did  a 
woman  leave  a  fortune-teUer  with  more  satisfac- 
tion. 


CHAPTER  X. 


The  Marquis  was  not  yet  come  home  from  the 
lod^ngs  of  his  actress  ;  and  I  found  his  valets  de 
chambre  playing  at  primero,  in  his  apartments, 
expecting  his  return.  I  made  up  to  them,  and  we 
amused  ourselves  in  making  merry  till  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  when  our  master  arrived.  He  was 
a  little  surprised  to  see  me,  and  said  with  a  gra- 
'  cious  air,  which  made  me  guess  that  he  returned 
very  well  satisfied  with  his  evening's  pleasure, 
"  How,  Gil  Bias  I  not  yet  a-bed  ?"  I  answered, 
that  I  was  first  willing  to  know  what  orders  he  had 
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fer  me. .  '^  I  shall  perhaps  (he  resumed)  give  ^oa  a 
coinniission  to-morrow  morning;  bat  it  will  b« 
time  enough  then  to  tell  you  the  particulars. 
Meanwhile,  you  may  go  to  rest ;  and  henceforth 
remember,  that!  dispense  with  your  attendance  in 
the  evening,  having  occasion  for  nobody  but  my 
valets  de  chambre." 

After  this  explanation,  which  at  bottom  gave  me 
a  good  deal  of  pleasure,  since  it  spared  me  a  piece 
of  subjection  which  I  should  have  sometimes  felt 
:n  a  very  disagreeable  manner,  I  left  the  Marquis 
.n  his  apartment,  and  retiring  to  my  garret,  went 
to  bed ;  but  having  no  inclination  to  sleep,  it  came 
into  my  head,  that  I  should  foUow  the  advice 
which  Pythagoras  gives  us,  of  recollecting  at  night 
all  that  we  have  done  in  the  day,  in  order  to  ap- 
plaud our  good,  and  condemn  our  bad  actions. 

I  did  not  find  my  conscience  clear  enough  to  be 
satisfied  with  my  conduct ;  but  reproached  mysell 
with  having  supported  the  imposture  of  Laura.  In 
vain  did  I  suggest  as  an  excuse,  that  I  could  not 
in  honour  give  the  lie  to  a  girl,  who  had  nothing 
m  view  but  to  do  me  a  pleasure,  and  that,  in  some 
shape,  I  found  myself  under  a  necessity  of  being 
an  accomplice  in  the  cheat.  Little  satisfied  with 
this  apology,  I  answered,  that  I  ought  not  then  to 
have  pushed  things  so  far ;  and  that  I  must  have  a 
great  deal  of  impudence  to  live  witli  a  nobleman, 
whose  confidence  I  so  ill  repaid.  In  short,  after  a 
Wvere  examination,  I  concluded,  that  if  I  was  not 
a  rog^e,  I  was  next  kin  to  it. 

From  thence  passing  to  the  consequences,  I  repre- 
sented to  myself,  that  I  played  a  very  high  game, 
in  deceiving  a  man  of  quality,  who,  for  my  sini| 
would  perhaps  soon  discover  die  trick.  A  reflection 
so  judicious  terrified  me  not  a  litde ;  but  the  ideas 
of  pleasure  and  interest  soon  dissipated  my  finir. 
Besides,  ^e  prophecy  of  the  man  with  the  elixir 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  remove  my  doubts. 
I  gave  myself  up,  therefore,  to  the  most  agreeable 
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fuKies ;  I  fonned  new  rules  of  mridnBetic,loi«ck«ii 
within  myself  tbe  ium  to  which  my  wages  would 
•mooat  at  tbe  end  of  ten  years  service.  To  this  I 
added  the  gratificatious  which  I  should  receive 
frpffi  my  master ;  and  measuring  them  by  hb  liberal 
dispasitioo,  or  rather  by  my  own  desires,  I  had  an 
intemperance  of  imagination,  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
tiM  expression,)  whidh  set  no  bounds  to  my  Ibrtone 
I  was  gradually  faiUed  by  so  much  wealth,  and  fell 
wHeop  in  the  very  act  of  building  castles  in  Spain. 

Next  day,  I  got  op  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  mom- 
ktf,  to  go  and  receive  my  patron's  orders :  but  as  I 
«^d  nydoorto  go  ^  I  w»  v«ry  moch  nr- 
prised  to  see  him  appear  before  me  all  alone,  in  his 
nightrcap  and  moming'-gown.  **  Gil  Bias,  (ssod  he,) 
laM  night,  when  I  left  your  sister,  I  promised  to 
be  with  her  this  morning ;  but  an  affair  of  conse 
quenco  hinders  me  from  keeping  my  word.  Go, 
and  assure  her  from  me,  that  i  am  very  mudi  mor- 
tified at  the  disappointment,  and  tell  her,  I  shaH 
certainly  sap  with  her  in  the  evening.  This  is  not 
aU,  (added  ke,  putting  into  my  hand  a  nurse  with 
a  Kttle  shagreen  box  encircled  with  mamonds,) 
carry  this  my  picture  to  her,  and  keep  this  purse 
of  fifty  pistcAes,  which  I  give  as  a  mark  ot  the 
friendship  I  have  already  concdved  for  jrou."  I 
took  the  picture  with  one  hand,  and  die  purse  I  so 
Utde  deseed  with  the  other;  running  instandy  to 
Laura,  saying  in  the  excess  of  joy  with  which  I 
was  transported,  "  Good !  the  predkdon  b  visibly 
accomplishing.  What  happiness  is  it  to  be  the 
bfotker  of  such  a  handsome  and  g^ant  girl !  What 
a  pky  it  is,  that  there  is  not  as  much  honour  aa 
profit  aad  pleasure  in  it  !** 

Lamra,  contrary  to  the  custom  of  people  of  her 
profiMskm,  being  used  to  rise  early,  I  surprised  her 
at  her  toilet.;  where  in  expectation  of  the  Porta* 
guese,  she  joined  to  her  natural  beauty  all  the 
anxaliary  charms  that  the  art  of  coquetry  could 
bestow.   <'  Amiable  Estella,  (said  I  to  her  when  I 
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Altered,)  tbe  loadstone  of  strangers,  I  may  now  sit 
at  table  with  my  master,  since  he  has  honoured  me 
with  a  commission  which  gives  me  that  prerogativei 
and  of  which  I  come  to  acquit  myself.  He  cannot 
have  the  pleasure  of  your  company  this  mornings 
as  he  proposed ;  but,  for  your  consolation^  will  sup 
with  you  at  night :  and  he  sends  you  his  picture, 
which  to  me  seems  a  matter  of  still  greater  conso- 
.  ation." 

I  accordingly  gave  her  the  box,  which,  by  the 
bright  sparkling  of  the  diamonds  that  adorned  it, 
infinitely  rejoiced  her  eyersight  She  opened  it, 
and  shutting  it  again,  after  having  considered  the 
painting  superficially,  returned  to  die  stones,  whose 
beauty  she  extolled,  saying  with  a  smile,  "  These 
are  copies  which  we  woihen  of  the  stage  value  more 
than  origiaais." 

I  then  tdd  her  that  the  generous  Portngoeie, 
when  he  entrusDed  me  with  the  picture,  had  gra- 
tified me  with  a  purse  of  fifty  pistoles.  "  I  coin 
gratnlate  thee  upon  thy  good  fortune,  (said  she  to 
me,)  this  nobleman  begins  where  others  even  rarely 
end."  <'  To  you,  my  dear  creature  (I  replied)  I 
owe  this  present:  the  Marquis  bestowed  it  upon 
me  solely  on  account  of  my  being  your  brother." 
"  I  wish  (said  she)  that  he  would  give  you  as  much 
every  day :  for  I  cannot  express  how  dear  thou  art 
to  me.  The  very  first  moment  1  saw  thee,  I  at- 
tached myself  to  thee  by  a  tie  too  strong  for  time 
to  break.  When  I  lost  thee  at  Madrid,  I  did  not 
despair  of  finding  thee  again ;  and  yesterday,  when 
I  saw  diee,  received  thee  as  a  man  whom  fate 
brought  back  to  my  arms.  In  a  word,  my  JSriend, 
heaven  has  destined  us  for  one  another;  thou  shalt 
be  my  husband ;  but  we  must  first  enrich  ourselves. 
I  want  to  have  two  or  three  more  intrigues  to  make 
tbee  easy  for  lifi^" 

I  dmnked  her  in  a  polite  maimer  for  the  trouble 
she  intended  to  take  on  my  account ;  and  we  in- 
sensibly ei^aged  in  a  conversation  that  lasted  till 
K  Vou  II 


fit  A0VENTDRES  OF  OIL  BLAS. 

noon.  Then  I  retired,  to  give  an  account  to  my 
nafter  of  the  manner  in  which  bis  present  was  re- 
ceived :  and  though  Laura  had  given  me  no  in- 
ftmctions  on  that  subject,  I  did  not  fail  to  compose 
by  the  way  a  fine  compliment,  which  I  intended  to 
repeat  in  her  name.  But  when  I  went  home,  I  was 
told  diat  the  Marquis  had  gone  out ;  and  it  was 
decreed  that  I  should  see  him  no  more ;  as  may  be 
perceived  in  reading  the  foUowing  chapter. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


I  REPAIRED  to  my  eiting-house,  where  meet- 
ing  two  men  of  a  very  igreeable  conversation, 
dined  and  sat  at  table  with  them,  till  it  was  time 
to  go  to  the  play ;  then  we  parted :  they  went  about 
their  own  affairs,  and  I  took  the  road  to  the  thea- 
tre. I  must  observe  by  the  bye,  that  I  had  all  thc( 
reason  in  the  world  to  be  in  good  humour ;  mirth 
had  reigned  in  my  conversation  with  these  two 
gentlemen  ;  my  fortune  had  a  most  smiling  face ; 
and,  notwithstanding  my  spirits  sunk,  without  my 
knowing  the  reason,  and  without  my  being  able  to 
keep  them  up,  it  was,  doubtless,  a  presage  of  the 
misfortune  with  which  I  was  threatened. 

As  I  entered  the  green-room,  Melchior  Zapata 
came  to  me,  and  telling  me  sofdy  to  follow  him, 
carried  me  into  a  private  place,  and  addressed  me 
in  this  manner  :  "  Signior  cavalier,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  give  you  a  very  important  piece  of  intelli- 
gence. You  know  that  the  Marquis  de  Marialva 
had,  at  first,  a  passion  for  Narcissa,  my  wife ;  and 
already  appointed  a  day  to  come  and  take  a  slice 
of  my  rib,  when  the  artful  Estella  found  means  to 
break  the  bargain,  and  allure  the  Portuguese  no- 
bleman to  her  own  charms.    You  may  well  believe 
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^tfaat  an  actress  does  not  lose  such  a  good  pvejr 
without  vexation.  My  spouse  has  this  affair  at 
heart,  and  is  capable  of  undertaking  any  thing  to 
be  revenged :  she  has  now  a  fair  occasion.  Yester- 
days if  you  remember,  all  our  servants  crowded  to 
see  you ;  when  the  under  candle*snuffer  told  some 
of  the  company,  that  he  knew  you  very  well,  and 
that  you  was  nothing  less  than  Estella's  brother. 

*'  This  report  (added  Melchior)  reached  the  ears 
of  Narcissa,  who  did  not  fail  to  interrogate  the 
author;  and  he  has  confirmed  his  assertion,  by  tell- 
ing her,  that  he  knew  you  Arsenia's  valet,  at  the 
same  time  that  Estella,  under  the  name  of  Laura, 
served  that  actress,  at  Madrid.  My  wife,  charmed 
with  the  discovery;  will  impart  it  to  the  Marquis 
de  Marialva,  who  is  to  be  at  the  play  this  evening. 
Take  your  measures  accordingly :  if  you  are  not 
actually  E  Stella's  brother,  I  advise  you  as  afriendi 
and  on  account  of  our  old  acquaintance,  to  provide 
ibr  your  safety.  Narcissa,  who  demands  but  one 
victim,  has  allowed  me  to  give  you  this  noticCi 
that  yon  may  prevent  any  sinister  accident  by  im- 
mediate flight. 

It  would  have  been  superfluous  in  him  to  say 
more  of  the  matter.  I  tliauked  the  stage-player 
for  his  information,  and  li&  easily  perceived,  by  my 
terrified  look,  that  I  was  not  the  man  to  give  the 
candle-suuiTer  the  lie.  I  did  not  feel  the  least  in- 
clination to  depend  upon  my  eflrontery :  I  .was  not 
even  tempted  to  bid  Laura  farewell,  lest  she  should 
have  insisted  upon  my  facing  it  out.  I  could  very 
well  conceive  that  she  was  an  actress  of  such  skill, 
as  to  be  able  to  extricate  herself  out  of  the  dilem- 
ma ;  but  I  saw  nothing  except  an  infallible  chas- 
tisement for  me,  and  I  was  not  so  much  in  love  at 
to  brave  it  out.  My  sole  study  being,  therefore, 
to  escape  with  my  household  goods,  I  mean  my 
baggage,  I  disappeared  from  the  playhouse  in  a 
twinkling,  and,  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  caused 
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ny  portmanteau  to  be  transported  to  the  boose  of 
a  carrier,  who  was  to  set  out  for  Toledo,  at  three 
o'clock  next  morning.  I  could  have  wished  to  be 
with  the  Count  de  Polan,  whose  house  seemed  my 
only  asylum  ;  but  I  was  not  yet  there,  and  I  could 
not,  without  the  utmost  uneasiness,  think  on  the 
time  I  had  to  stay  in  a  city  where  I  was  afraid  they 
would  search  for  me,  even  in  the  night 

I  did  not,  for  all  that,  omit  going  to  supper  at 
my  eating-house,  although  I  was  as  much  disturbed 
as  a  debtor,  who  knows  that  there  are  bailiiSs  at 
his  heels.  What  I  ate  that  evening  did  not,  I 
believe,  produce  excellent  chyle  in  my  stomach. 
Being  the  miserable  sport  of  fear,  I  examined  every 
body  that  came  into  the  hall ;  and  when,  unluckilr, 
any  ill-looking  fellow  entered  (n,  common  case  m 
those  places,)  I  shivered  with  aread.  Having  sop- 
ped, m  the  midst  of  continual  alarms,  I  rose  from 
table,  and  returned  to  the  carrier's  house,  where  I 
threw  myself  on  a  truss  of  fresh  straw,  and  lay  till 
the  hour  of  our  departure. 

Meanwhile,  my  patience  was  sufficiently  exer*- 
cised.  I  was  attacked  with  a  thousand  disagree- 
able reflections  ;  when  I  chanced  to  slumber,  I  be- 
held the  furious  Marquis  mangling  the  fair  face  of 
Laura  with  blows,  and  demolishing  every  thing  in 
her  house ;  or  heard  him  order  bis  servants  to  make 
me  perish  under  the  bastinado.  Then  starting,  I 
awoke ;  and  though  to  wake  is  usually  a  great  com* 
fort  after  su^h  a  terrible  dream,  waking  was  to  me 
more  dreadful  than  the  dream  itself.  Happily  for 
me,  the  carrier  delivered  me  from  my  affliction,  by 
giving  me  notice  that  his  mules  were  ready.  I  was 
immediately  a-foot,  and,  thank  heaven !  set  out 
radically  cured  of  chiromancy  and  Laura.  Inpro« 
portion  as  we  moved  from  Grenada,  my  mind  re* 
sumed  its  tranquillity ;  and  I  began  to  enter  into 
conversation  with  the  carrier.  I  laughed  at  some 
pleasant  stories  he  recounted,  and  lost,  iosenstUyi 
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all  oiy  fear.  I  enjoyed  a  sound  sleep  at  Ubeda, 
where  we  lay  the  first  night,  and  on  the  fourth 
arrived,  at  Toledo. 

My  first  care  was  to  ask  a  direction  for  the  Count 
de  Polan's  house,  whither  I  repaired,  very  well 
persuaded  that  he  would  not  sufier  me  to  lodge  in 
any  other  place :  but  I  reckoned  without  m v  host ; 
for  1  found  nobody  at  home  but  the  housekeeper, 
who  told  me  that  his  master  had  set  out  in  the 
evening  for  the  castle  of  Leyva,  having  received  a 
message  that  Seraphina  was  dangerously  ill. 

I  did  not  expect  the  absence  of  the  Count,  which 
diminished  the  joy  I  felt  in  being  at  Toledo,  and 
induced  me  to  take  another  resolution.  Finding 
myself  so  near  Madrid,  I  resolved  to  go  thither ; 
reflecting  that  I  might  push  myself  at  court,  where 
a  superior  genius,  as  X  had  heard,  was  not  abso^ 
lately  necessary  to  make  a  fortune.  The  very  next 
day,  I  took  the  advantage  of  a  return-horse  for  that 
capital  of  Spain;  and  fortune  conducted  me  thither, 
in  order  to  make  me  act  higher  parts  than  tho  « 
which  I  had  hitherto  performed. 


CHAPTER  Xn. 


On  my  first  arrival  at  Madrid,  I  fixed  my  habita- 
tion in  a  house  that  was  let  into  lodgings,  where 
lived,  among  other  people,  an  old  captain,  who  had 
come  firom  &e  farther  cud  of  New  Castile,  to  solicit 
at  Qoort  for  a  pension,  which  he  thought  he  had 
but  too  well  deserved.  His  name  was  Don  Han* 
nibal  de  Chinchilla.  It  was  not  without  astonish- 
ment that  I  beheld  him  for  the  first  time,  being  a 
man  turned  of  six^,  of  a  gigantic  stature,  and  ex- 
tremdy  meagre.  He  wore  a  pair  of  thick  whiskers, 
that  curled  up  to  his  temples  on  each  side.    Over 
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and  above  his  wiint  of  a  leg  and  arm,  a  large  pla»« 
f^r  of  green  silk  snppUed  the  place  of  one  eye;  and 
the  scars  of  many  wounds  appeared  on  his  face. 
These  things  excepted,  he  was  pretty  much  like 
another  man.  Besides,  he  had  a  good  deal  of  un- 
derstanding, and  still  more  gravity;  was  scrupulous 
in  his  morals,  and,  in  particular,  piqued  himself  on 
his  delicacy  in  point  of  honour. 

After  having  conversed  with  him  two  or  three 
times,  he  honoured  me  with  his  confidence.  I  soon 
became  acquainted  with  all  his  affairs.  He  re- 
counted to  me  on  what  occasion  he  had  left  an  eye 
at  Naples,  an  arm  in  Lombardy,  and  a  leg  in  the 
Low  Countries.  What  I  admired  in  his  narration 
of  battles  and  sieges  was,  that  not  one  gasconade 
escaped  him,  nor  even  a  word  in  his  own  praise ; 
though  1  could  have  willingly  pardoned  him  for 
boasting  of  the  half  of  himself  that  remained,  as 
an  indemnification  for  the  other  half  that  he  bad 
lost.  Those  officers  who  return  from  the  wars  safe 
and  sound  are  seldom  so  modest. 

But  he  told  me,  the  thing  that  ^ave  him  the  most 
concern  was,  that  he  had  spent  a  considerable  es- 
tate in  his  campaigns ;  so  that  now  his  whole  for- 
tune was  reduced  to  about  a  hundred  ducats  a 
year,  which  was  scarce  sufficient  to  maintain  his 
whiskers,  clear  his  lodging,  and  pay  for  the  writing 
his  memorials.  "  For  in  short,  Signior  cavalier^ 
(added  he,  shrugging  up  his  shoulders,)  I  present 
one,  thank  God,  every  day,  without  being  favoured 
with  the  least  notice.  One  would  sav,  that  there 
is  a  wager  between  the  prime  minister  and  me, 
which  of  us  shall  first  fail,  I  in  giving,  or  he  in 
receiving  them.  I  have  also  had  the  honour  to 
present  several  to  his  majesty ;  but  the  curate  sings 
no  better  than  his  clerk ;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
.my  castle  of  Chinchilla  sinks  into  ruins  for  want 
of  reparation." 

"  We  must  despair  of  nothing,    (said  I  to  the 
captain ;)  you  arc  now  perhaps  uu  the  eve  of  seeing 
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mtt  yonr  toils  and  troubles  rqiaid  with  interest^"— • 
''  I  ought  not  to  flatter  myself  with  that  hope, 
(replied*  Don  Hannibal ;)  three  days  are  not  yet 
elapsed  since  I  spoke  to  one  of  the  minister's  # 
secretaries,  and,  if  I  may  believe  what  he  said,  I 
may  make  myself  very  easy.'' — '^  And  pray,  what  - 
did  he  say  f  (I  replied ;)  did  he  pretend  that  you 
was  not  worthy  of  a  recompence  ?" — "  You  shall 
judge,  (resumed  Chinchilla.)  The  secretary  told 
me,  very  plainly,  "Master  What-d'ye-call-'um, 
don't  brag  so  much  of  your  zeal  and  fidelity.  Tou 
have  done  no  more  than  your  duty,  in  exposing 
yourself  to  danger  in  behalf  of  your  country.  The 
glory  alone  which  attends  brave  actions  is  a 
sufficient  recompence,  and  ought  to  satisfy  a  Spa- 
niard in  particular.  Tou  must  undeceive  yourself 
therefore,  if  you  look  on  ths  gratification  you 
solicit  as  a  debt  due  to  your  valour.  Provided  it 
be  granted  to  you,  you  will  owe  it  entirely  to  the 
favour  and  generosity  of  the  king,  who  is  pleased 
to  tbink  himself  indebted  to  those  oU  his  subjects 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  tbe  services 
of  the  state.  You  see,  by  this  (pursued  the  captain,) 
that  I  am  still  in  its  debt ;  and  that,  in  all  likeli- 
hood, I  shall  return  as  rich  as  I  came." 

One  naturally  interests  himself  for  a  brave  man 
in  adversity.  I  encouraged  him  to  persevere,  and 
offered  to  write  his  memorials  gratis.  I  went  even 
so  far  as  to  offer  him  my  purse,  and  to  conjure  him 
to  take  out  of  it  what  money  he  wanted.  But  he 
was  none  of  those  who  never  wait  for  a  second 
invitation  on  these  occasions.  On  the  contrary, 
be  shewed  himself  very  delicate  on  this  point,  and 
thanked  me,  in  a  lofty  manner,  for  my  good-will. 
He  afterwards  told  nie,  that  rather  than  be  a  burden 
to  any  body,  he  had  accustomed  himself,  by  de* 
grees,  to  live  so  frugally,  that  the  least  nourish- 
ment was  sufficient  for  his  subsistence.  This  was 
but  too  true :  his  whole  food  consisted  of  leeks  and 
onions ;  and  therefore  he  was  uotlung  but  skin  and 
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bmta  TiMt  be  niglit  ham  so  witiMis  of  Hi 
wretched  reptst,  he  ined  to  lock  himielfiip  io  hit 
chamber  at  meali.    I  obtained  of  him,  however,  hj 

•dint  of  intreaty,  that  we  ghosld  diae  and  sop 
together ;  and  deceiving  his  pride  by  an  ingeniooi 
compasrioDy  ordered  more  victuals  a^  liqoor  than 
I  had  occasion  for  to  be  iMXMight,  and  nrged  him  to 
eat  and  drink.  At  first  he  stood  upon  ceremony, 
hot  at  Imgth  he  yielded  to  my  intreaties.  After 
which,  becoming  insensibly  more  bold,  he,  of  him- 
self, assisted  me  in  deariog  my  plate,  and  emptying- 
my  bottle. 

When  be  had  drank  four  or  five  dranghts,  and 
reconciled  his  stomach  to  good  nourishment;  ''Tru- 
ly (said  he,  with  an  air  of  gaiety)  you  are  very  be- 
witching, Signior  Gil  Bias,  yoa  make  me  do  what 
you  please ;  your  behaviour  divests  me  of  all  fear 
of  abusing  your  benificent  disposition."  My  cap- 
tain, at  that  time,  seemed  so  well  rid  of  shame, 

•  that  if  I  had  laid  hold  of  the  opportumty  of  [Nressing 
him  again  to  accept  my  purse,  I  believe  he  wouU 
not  have  refused  it.  ^ut  I  did  not  put  him  to  the 
trial ;  contenting  myself  with  having  made  him  my 
messmate,  and  with  taking  the  trouble  not  only  of 
writing  his  memorials,  but  also  of  helping  him  to 
compose  them.  By  means  of  having  copied  homi- 
lies, I  had  learned  to  turn  a  period,  and  was 
become  a  kind  of  author.  The  old  officer,  on  hia 
part,  piqued  himself  on  his  knowledge  of  convposi- 
tion :  so  that  exerdng  ourselves  together,  through 
emulation,  we  |Nroduced  morsels  of  eloquence^ 
worthy  of  the  most  celebrated  masters  of  Sala- 
manca* But  in  vain  did  each  of  us  exhanst  hia 
genins,  in  sowing  flowers  of  rhetoric  in  those  me- 
morials ;  it  was  no  better,  as  the  saying  is,  than 
sowing  ^em  on  sand.  Whatever  expedient  we  fell 
upon  to  enhance  the  services  of  Don  Hannibal,  the 
court  paid  no  regard  to  it.  A  circumstance  that 
did  not  at  all  engage  the  old  invalid  to  make  the 
eulogium  of  those  officers  who  ruin  themselves  in 
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Ibe  field*  In  tins  i>ad  bctmour,  be  cumdl  Mi  fitted 
laid  wished  Naples,  Lombardy,  and  the  Low  CoiUh 
tries,  at  the  devil. 

To  complete  his  mortificationy  it  happeoed  one 
day,  that,  under  his  very  nose,  a  poet,  introdoced 
by  the  duke  d^AIva,  having  rehearsed,  in  the  pre-* 
sence,  an  ode  on  the  birdi  of  an  Infanta,  wai 

Eatified  with  a  pension  of  five  hundred  ducats.  1 
Heve  tite  maimed  captain  would  have  run  mad 
on  this  occasion,  had  1  not  been  at  great  pains  to 
recompose  him.  '^  What  is  the  matter  f  (said  I| 
leeiftg  him  quite  beside  himself;)  there  is  nothing 
in  this  diat  ought  to  give  you  uneasiness.  Has  it 
Hot  been  the  privilege  of  poets,  time  immemorial^ 
to  make  princes  pay  tribute  to  the  Muse  f  There  ii 
not  a  crowned  head  in  the  world,  that  does  not 
gratify  one  of  those  gendemen  with  a  pension  i 
and,  between  you  and  me,  these  sort  of  rewards 
being  generally  transmitted  to  the  knowledge  of 
posterity,  immortalise  the  liberality  of  kings: 
whereas  the  other  recompences  which  they  bestow^ 
are  oAen  but  so  much  loss  to  their  reputation* 
How  many  rewards  did  Augustus  dispense  f  How 
many  pensions  did  he  grant,  of  which  we  have  not 
the  least  intimati<m  f  But  die  most  remote  posterity 
will  always  know,  as  we  do,  that  Virgil  received 
tiear  two  hundred  thousand  crowns  from  the  bounty 
of  that  emperor.*' 

Notwithstanding  all  I  could  say  to  Don  Hanni* 
bat,  the  fruits  of  the  ode  stuck  in  his  stomach  like 
lead ;  and  as  he  could  not  digest  it,  he  resolved  lo 
abandon  the  whole  of  his  pursuit  But  firsts  being 
willing,  as  his  last  effort,  to  present  one  other 
memorial  to  the  duk^  of  Lerma,  we  went  together 
16^  the  house  of  that  prime  minister,  where  we  met 
a  young  man,  who  having  saluted  the  captain,  said 
to  him,  with  an  affectionate  air,  *'My  dear  old 
master,  is  it  you?  what  affair  has  brought  yon 
hither  f  If  you  have  occasion  for  a  person  of  in-* 
tarest  with  bis  highness,  pray  command  me ;  I 
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pAr  to  you  my  good  officetw" — *^  How,  PedtiUoif 
(replitd  the  captain ;)  to  bear  you  talk,  one  would 
imagine  you  enjoy  some  important  poet  in  this 
iuii^."-— '^  I  have,  at  leas|  (answered  the  young 
tnaoy)  power  enough  to  be  of  service  to  an  honest 
country  gentleman  like  you." — '^  If  that  be  the  case, 
(said  the  officef,  with  a  smile,)  I  have  recourse  to 
your  protection." — ^'  It  is  granted^  (resumed  Pe- 
drilk) ;)  let  me  know  what  is  the  business,  and  I 
promise  you  shall  get  some  snips  out  of  the 
minister." 

We  had  no  sooner  communicated  the  affair  to 
this  benevolent  yoiing  fellow,  than  he  asked  where 
Don  Hannibal  lodged ;  in  which  being  satisfied,  he 
assured  us,  that  we  should  hear  of  him  next  day  ; 
and  then  disappeared,  without  giving  us  the  least 
hint  of  what  he  intended  to  do  or  even  telling 
ua  whether  or  no  he  belonged  to  the  duke  of 
Lerma.  I  was  curious  to  know  who  this  Pedrillo 
was,  that  seemed  so  sprightly.  ^'  He  is  a  young 
fellow  (said  the  captain)  who  served  me  some  yeara 
9go,  and  who  seeing  me  in  want,  left  me  to  go  in 
quest  of  a  better  place.  I  don't  blame  him  for  that : 
it  is  very  natural  for  one  to  change  for  the  better. 
He  is  a  wag,  who  does  not  want  understanding, 
and  is  as  intriguing  as  the  devil ;  but  in  spite  of  all 
his  art,  I  don't  depend  a  great  deal  upon  the  zeal 
which  he  has  expressed  in  my  behalf." — "  Who 
knows  (said  I)  but  he  may  be  of  some  use.*^  If  he 
belongs,  for  example,  to  some  one  of  the  duke's 
principal  officers,  he  may  have  it  in  his  power  to 
do  you  service.  You  are  not  ignorant  that  every 
thing  is  carried,  among  the  great,  by  cabal  and 
intrigue;  that  they  have  favourite  domestics,  who 
l^ad  them  by  the  nose ;  and  that  these  again,  in 
tbieir  turn,  are  governed  by  their  own  valets." 
.  Next  morning  Petirillo  coming  to  our  lodgings^ 
'^  Gentlemen,  (said  he,)  if  I  did  not  explain  myself 
yesterday,  on  tlie  means  I  have  of  serving  captaia 
Chinchilla,  it  was  because  we  were  not  in  a  pWei 
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proper  for  such  an  explanation.  Besides,  I  was 
willing  to  sound  the  business,  before  I  disdosed  it 
to  yoa.  Tou  mast  know  then,  that  I  am  the 
lacquey  and  confidant  of  Signior  Rodrigo  de  Cal- 
derona,  the  dake  of  Lerma's  first  secretary.  My 
master,  who  is  very  much  addicted  to  gallantry, 
sups  every  evenidg  with  an  Arragonian  nightingale, 
tliat  he  keeps  encaged  near  the  court  She  is  a 
very  handsome  girl,  from  Albarazin,  of  good  under- 
standing, and  sings  to  admiration ;  therefore  she  is 
called  Signiora  Sirena.  As  I  carry  a  billet-doux  to 
her  every  morning,  I  have  just  now  seen  her ;  I  have  , 
proposed  that  she  shall  make  Don  Hannibal  pasr 
for  her  uncle,  and  on  that  supposition,  engage  her 
gallant  to  protect  him.  She  is  willing  to  undertake 
the  affair ;  for,  besides  the  small  advantage  she 
foresees  in  it  for  herself,  she  will  be  extremely 
glad  to  be  thought  the  niece  of  a  brave  gentl&* 


man.'' 


Signior  de  Chinchilla  made  wry  faces  ait  this 

Eroposal,  and  expressed  a  reluctance  in  makine 
imself  an  accomplice  of  such  a  prank ;  and  stflt 
more,  in  suffering  a  she-adventurer  to  dishonour 
his  family,  by  saying  she  belonged  to  it.  He  was 
disgusted  at  it,  not  only  on  account  of  himself^ 
but  also  perceived  in  it  (if  I  may  be  allo#ec!  Ae 
expression,)  a  retro-active  ignominy  upon  all  his 
ancestors.  This  delicacy  seemed  very  unseasonaMe 
CO  Pedrillo,  who,  being  shocked  at  it,  exclaimed, 
'•  You  jest,  sure,  to  take  it  in  that  view !  Yo«  are 
sbch  a  set  of  people,  you  cottage  'squires,  your 
vanity  is  quite  ridiculous,  Signior  cavalier  (he 
pursued,  addressing  himself  to  me)  are  you  not 
surprised  at  the  scruples  he  makes  .^  Egad !  it  is  a 
fine-  thing  indeed  to  stand  on  such  punctilios  at 
court }  Fortune  is  never  neglected  there,  whatever 
shape  it  assumes." 

I  approved  of  what  Pedrillo  said,  and  we  ha- 
rangued the  captain  so  successfully,  that  we  pre- 
vailed upon  him,  in  spite  of  himself,  to  become 
Vol.  VJ.  20 
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Simt's  ancle.  Wbeo  we  had  gained  this  vidory 
If  var  bis  pride,  we  laid  all  our  time  heads  toget!^, 
in  order  to  compose  a  new  memorial  for  uie  m»* 
nister,  ^nd  it  was  revised,  augmented,  and  cor* 
r^cted  accordingly.  I  then  wrote  it  out  fair,  and 
Pedrillo  carried  it  to  the  Arragonian  lady,  who» 
that  v&y  eveoing,  put  it  into  the  hands  of  Signior 
Don  Rodrigo,  to  wnora  she  spoke  in  such  a  numoer, 
that  the  secretary  believing  her  really  the  captain's 
niece,  promised  to  exert  li^self  in  his  behalf.  A 
few  days  after  we  saw  the  effect  of  this  our  woriu 
PedriUo  came  to  our  lodging  with  an  air  ol 
triumph  :  **  Good  news  (said  he  to  Cluncbilla,)  the 
king  is  going  to  make  a  distribution  of  governments, 
Ueneficesi  and  pensions,  in  which  you  shall  not  be 
forgot  But  I  am  ordered  to  ask  what  present  you 
intend  to  make  to  Sirena.  As  for  my  own  part,  I 
declare  I'll  have  nothing  at  all.  I  prefer  the  plea* 
sure  of  having  contributed  towards  bettering  my 
old  master's  fortune,  to  all  the  gold  in  the  world. 
But  this  is  not  the  case  of  our  nymph  of  Albarasin: 
she  is  a  little  Jewishly  inclined,  when  the  business 
is  to  oblige  her  neighbour :  she  would  take  monev 
of  her  own  father ;  so  you  may  judge  if  she  wiU 
rofiise  it  from  a  pretended  uncle." 

Let  her  mention  her  demand  (repBed  Don 
Hannibal :)  she  shall,  if  she  pleases,  have  yearly  one 
third  of  tbe  pension  I  obtain ;  and  that  oug^t  to 
satisfy  her,  if  the  whole  revenues  of  bis  Catholic 
majesty  were  concerned  in  the  bargain." — ^**  For 
my  own  part  (replied  Don  Rodrigo's  Mercury)  I 
would  cheerfully  rely  upon  your  word,  because  I 
kaow  the  value  of  it ;  but  you  have  to  do  with  a 
little  creature,  who  is  naturaUy  distrustful ;  besides^ 
she  would  much  rather  have,  once  for  aU,  two 
(Virds  of  the  product  advanced  in  ready  money*"— 
*' Where  the  devil  does  she  think  I  shall  find  it 
(cried  the  officer,  hastily  interrupting  him,)  does 
she  think  tliat  I  am  a  money  broker  f  It  seems  yoo 
have  not  made  lier  acquainted  with  my  situation,^ 
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— **  Pardon  me  (replied  Pedrillo,)  she  knows  rtry 
well  that  yoa  are  as  poor  as  Job :  after  what  I  told 
her,  she  cannot  be  ignorant  of  your  circumstances. 
But  don't '  g!ve  yourself  any  trouble  about  the 
matter,  I  am  a  man  fertile  in  expedients.  I  know 
an  old  rogue  of  a  lawyer,  who  takes  pleasure  m 
fending  money  at  ten  per  cent  You  shall  make 
aa  assignment,  with  security  to  him,  before  a 
notary,  of  the  first  year  of  your  pension,  for  tfa^ 
like  sum,  which  you  shall  acknowledge  to  have 
received  from  him,  and  which  you  will  touch  in 
effect,  tfie  interest  included.  With  regard  to  the 
security,  the  lender  will  be  contented  with  your 
casde  of  Chindiilla,  such  as  it  is ;  so  that  we  thdft 
have  no  dispute  upon  that  score.** 

The  captain  protested  diat  be  would  accept  of 
the  conditions,  if  he  should  be  lucky  enough  to 
have  any  share  in  the  favours  which  were  to  be 
distributed  next  day.  And  he  was  not  disap- 
pointed ;  beinff  gratified  with  a  pension  of  three 
hundred  pistoles  on  a  certain  government.  As 
soon  as  he  understood  this  piece  of  news,  he  gave 
all  the  security  that  was  demanded,  transacted  hfs 
little  afiairs',  and  returned  to  New  Castile,  with 
some  pistoles  in  his  pocket 


s;CHAPTER  Xni. 


I  coRTiucTBB  a  custom  of  going  every  morung 
to  court,  where  I  commonly  spent  two  or  three 
hours,  in  seeing  the  grandees  pass  and  repass, 
though  they  appeared  there  without  that  splendour 
which  surrounds  them  in  other  places* 

One  day  as  I  walked  to  and  fro,  and  strutted 
through  the  apartments,  making,  like  many  others, 
a  foolish  figure  enougli,  I  perceived  Fabriclus, 
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whom  I  bad  left  at  VaUadolid,  in  the  service  of  as 
hospitalHlurector.  What  astoDisbed  me  was,  thai 
he  talked  familiarly  to  the  duke  of  Mediaa  Sidom% 

nd  the  Marquis  of  Santa  Crux.  Nay,  these  two 
noblemen  seemed  to  listen  to  him  with  pleasure^ 
and  he  was  as  well  dressed  as  a  man  of  quality 
Am  1  not  mistaken,  said  I  to  myself;  can  this  be 
the  son  of  barber  Nunnex;  perhaps  it  is  some  young 
courtier,  who  resembles  him  ?  I  did  not  long  remain 
in  doubt ;  the  noblemen  went  away,  and  I  accosted 
Fabricius.  He  knew  me  at  first  sight ;  and  after 
liaving  made  me  squeese  through  the  crowd  with 
iiim,  to  get  out  of  the  apartments,  "My  dear  Gil 
Bias  (said  he,  embracing  me,)  I  am  rejoked  to  see 
you  again.  How  art  thou  employed  at  Madrid  i 
art  thott  stili  in  service  f  or  hast  thou  some  post  at 
court  ?  Give  me  an  account  of  all  that  has  hap- 
pened 10  thec^  since  thy  precipitate  retreat  from 
Valladolid."  "  Tou  ask  me  a  gpreat  many  questions 
at  once,  (said  I,)  und  we  are  not  now  in  a  proper 
place  to  relate  adventures.''  "Thou  art  in  the 
r^ht,  fhe  replied,)  we  shall  be  more  at  liberty  in 
my  lodgings.  Come,  I  will  shew  you  the  way  ;  it 
is  not  iar  froni  henca.  I  am  quite  my  own  master, 
agreeably  lodged,  perfectly  easy  in  my  circum- 
stances. I  am  contented  with  my  situation,  and 
happy  because  I  think  myself  so." 

I  accepted  the  proposal^  and  followed  Fabricius, 
who  stopped  before  a  very  fine  house,  where  he 
told  me  he  lodged.  We  crossed  a  court,  where,  on 
one  side,  there  was  a  great  stair^se  that  led  to 
very  superb  apartments,  and  on  the  other  a  small 
flight,  equally  dark  and  narrow,  by  which  .we 
ascended  Xo  the  lodging  he  had  so  m^ch  eixtoUedL 
It  consisted  of  one  room  ^nly,  which  my  ingenious 
iriend  had  divided  into  four,  by  thin  deal  boards^ 
The  first  served  as  an  aotichamber  to  the  second, 
'where  lie  lay  4  he  made  adoset  of  the  third,  and 
a  kitchen  of  the  last  The  chamber  and  anticham- 
her  were  lined  with  maps  and  theses  of  philosophy 
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4and  the  furniture  was  suitable  to  this  kind  of 
lianging ;  consisting  of  a  large  brocade  bed,  very 
much  worn,  old  chairs  covered  with  yellow  serge^ 
garnished  with  a  fringe  of  Grenada  silk  of  the 
same  colour ;  a  table  with  gilt  feet,  covered  with 
leather  that  seemed  to  be  once  red,  and  bordered 
oy  a  tinsel  fringe  become  black  by  the  lapse  of 
time;  with  an  ebony  cupboard,  adorned  with 
figures  coarsely  carved.  He  had,  instead  of  a 
bureau,  in  bis  closet,  a  little  table ;  and  his  library 
was  composed  of  some  books,  with  several  bnndRs 
of  paper  lying  on  shelves,  placed  above  one  another, 
along  the  wall.  His  kitchen,  which  was  conformable 
to  the  rest,  contained  some  earthen-ware,  and 
other  necessary  utensils. 

Fabricius,  after  having  given  me  time  to  consider 
1)is  apartment,  said,  '^  What  dost  thou  think  of  my 
lodging  and  oeconomy ;  an^t  thou  enchanted  widk 
them .?"  «  Yes,  faith,  (I  replied  srailhig,)  I  am  «a 
Thou  must  have  certainly  played  thy  cards  well  at 
Madrid,  to  be  so  well  furnished.  Thou,  doubtles^^ 
enjoyest  some  post."  "  Heaven  forbid !  (replied 
he,)  the  business  I  follow  is  above  all  employments 
whatever.  A  man  of  fashion,  to  whom  this  house 
1)elong8,  gave  me  a  room,  which  I  have  divided  into 
four,  and  furnished,  as  thou  seest.  I  meddle  with 
nothing  but  what  gives  me  pleasure,  and  feel  not 
the  cravings  of  necessity." — "  Pray  be  more  expli- 
cit (said  I,  interrupting  him)  you  irritate  the  desire 
I  have  of  knowing  what  you  do." — "  Well  (said  be) 
thou  shalt  be  satisfied.  I  am  turned  autlior,  and 
have  commenced  wit ;  I  write  in  verse  as  well  as  in 
prose,  and  am  equally  good  at  every  thing. 

"Thou  a  favourite  of  Apollo!  (cried  L  laughing:) 
T!«s  is  what  I  never  could  have  divined.  I  should 
have  been  much  less  surprised  to  have  found  thee 
in  a  quite  contrary  situation.  What  charms  conld:^ 
thou  find  in  tlie  condition  of  a  p6et  ?  melhinks 
these  people  are  commonly  despised  in  civil  life, 
and  are  far  from  having  an  established  ordinary." 
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*'  O  (ye.  (cried  he  in  bis  tarn)  thoa  talkcgt  of  tboie 
Quserable  authors,  whose  works  are  the  refuse  of 
libraries  and  players.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  a^ 
Ibat  such  writers  are  not  esteemed  P  But  good 
authors,  my  friend,  are  on  a  better  footing  in  the 
world ;  and  I  may  say,  without  vanity^  that  I  am 
one  of  that  number. '^ — "  I  donU  at  all  doubt  it 
(said  I;)  thou  art  a  young  fellow  of  excellent 
gemiui^  That  which  is  composed  bv  thee  cannot 
be  bad*  All  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know,  is,  how 
tlwu  wast  first  seised  with  the  rage  of  rhyme.'^ 

*^  Thy  surprise  is  just  (replied  Nunne« ;)  I  was 
io  well  satisfied  with  my  situation  while  in  the 
iervice  of  Don  Manuel  Ordonnez,  that  I  did  not  so 
much  as  wish  for  any  other.  But  my  genius  risittg 
bj  degrees,  like  that  of  Plautus,  above  servitude,  I 
compoted  a  comedy,  which  was  acted  by  the  com*- 
paoy  who  performed  at  YalladoUd.  Although  k 
was  DQit  worth  a  fig»  it  met  with  great  success 
from  whence  I  concluded  that  the  public  was  a 
fl^>od  milch  cow,  which  easily  parted  with  its  store. 
This  reflection,  joined  to  the  furious  desire  of  com- 
posing new  pieces,  detached  me  from  the  hospitaL 
The  love  of  poetry  banished  my  passion  for  riches; 
and  resolving  to  repair 'to  Madrid,  as  the  centre  of 
wit,  in  order  to  form  my  taste,  I  demanded  my 
dismission  from  the  director,  who  did  not  grant  it 
without  regret,  so  much  affection  had  he  conceived 
for  me.-*-*  Fabricius  (said  he)  hast  thou  any  cause 
to  be  dissatisfied  ?'  *  No,  Sir  (I  replied  ;)  you  are 
th«  best  of  masters ;  and  I  am  penetrated  with  your 
fffiierottty.  But,  you  know,  one  must  follow  his 
aestby.  I  find  I  am  born  to  eternize  my  name  by 
works  of  genius.'  ^  What  folly  possesses  thee ! 
f  resumed  the  good  ciuzen)  thou  hast  already  taken 
WMt  in  the  hospital,  and  art  of  that  kind  of  wood 
of  which  stewards  and  es'en  directors  are  made. 
Tkoa  art  going  to  leave  what  is  solid,  in  order  to 
employ  thyself  in  trifles ;  and  thou  wilt  soon  repent 
(Kf  thy  imprudence,  my  child.' 
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<<  The  director,  seeing  that  be  opposed  my  deriga 
to  no  purpose,  paid  my  wages,  and,  over  and  above^ 
made  me  a  present  of  fifty  ducats,  as  a  recompeace 
for  my  faithfui  services:  so  that  with  this,  and 
what  I  found  means  to  glean  in  the  littk  com* 
missions  that  were  entrusted  to  my  integri^,  I 
was  in  a  condition,  on  my  arrival  at  Madrid,  to 
appear  in  a  very  handsome  manner*  This  I  failed 
not  to  do ;  though  die  writers  of  our  nation  don't 
mach  pique  themselves  on  their  neat  appearanoe^ 
I  soon  became  acquainted  with  Lope  do  Vega,* 
Miguel  Cervantes  de  Saavedra,i  and  other  famoaf 
authors ;  but  in  preference  to  these  great  men^  I 
chose  tar  n|y  preceptor  a  young  bachelor  of  Coi^ 
dova,  the  incomparable  Dob  Lewis  de  Gongora,  tha 
finest  genius  that  ever  Spain  produced.  He  will 
not  allow  his  works  to  be  printed  in  his  life-tiaie| 
bat  contents  himself  with  reading  them  to  hii 
friends;  and  what  is  very  remarkable,  nature  has 
endued  him  with  the  rare  talent  qf  succeeding  in 
all  kinds  of  poetry.  He  chiefly  eieela  in  satire^ 
which  is  indeed  his  main  strength.  He  is  not 
(like  Lacilius)  a  moddy  river,  that  sweeps  along 
with  it  abundance  of  slime ;  but  rather  the  Tagus, 
that  rolls  over  golden  sands  its  limped  stream." 
"  Thou  drawest  (said  I  to  Fabricius)  an  agreeable 
picture  of  this  same  bachelor ;  and  I  don't  doubt 
that  a  person  of  such  merit  has  a  great  number  of 
envious  enemies." — ^*  All  our  authors  (he  replied) 
good  as  well  as  had,  inveigh  bitterly  against  him* 
Be  delights,  says  one,  in  bombast,  points,  rneia* 


*  Lope  Fdiz  de  Vega  Csipio,  a  r»owned  diamatic  po^ 
et  ss  much  admired  by  the  Spaniards  as  Sbekspeare  (with 
wliom  he  was  cotemporary)  is  by  the  English.  He  con»- 
posed  eigbteea  hundred  pieces  for  the  8t^e»  hi  verse,  be- 
sides many  other  works  thai  piodaim  the  fruitfulaBSB  of 
hSsgenhiiL 

t  Miguel  Cervaotes  de  SasTedrs,  tUe  celebrated  audior 
^Uoa  C^uixote. 
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plKMni,  and  transposidon.  His  verses,  saith  another, 
•re  as  obscare  as  those  which  the  Salian  priests 
mug  in  their  processions,  and  which  nobody  under* 
flood.  Others  again  find  fault  with  his  composing 
sometimes  sonnets,  or  romances,  somedmes  come* 
dies,  stanzas,  and  acrosdcs ;  as  iif  he  had  foolishly 
undertaken  to  eclipse  all  the  great  masters  in  their 
own  diftrent  ways.  Bat  all  these  efibrts  of  jea* 
lousy  are  baffled  by  a  muse  that  is  cherished  by 
•U  ranks  of  people,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest. 
**  It  was  under  this  skilful  master  that  I  served 
my  apprenticeship,  and  I  dare  say,  it  has  appeared  • 
fi>r  I  have  so  happily  imbibed  his  genius,  that  I 
have  already  composed  some  detached  pieces  which 
he  would  not  blush  to  father.  I  opened  my  ware 
(according  to  his  example^  in  the  houses  of  the 
great,  where  I  am  wooaerinlly  well  received,  and 
have  to  do  with  people  who  are  not  difficult  to 

Cise.  Tis  true,  indeed,  my  successful  beginning 
been  of  no  disservice  to  my  later  compositions. 
In  short,  I  am  beloved  by  several  noblemen,  and 
in  particular  live  with  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia 
as  Horace  once  lived  with  Maecenas.  You  see 
(added  Fabricius)  in  what  manner  I  was  metaraor- 

I)hosed  into  an  author     I  have  nothing  else  to  re- 
ate  ;  so  that  it  is  now  thy  turn,  Gil  Bias,  to  re- 
hearse thy  exploits." 

I  opened  accordingly,  and  suppressing  every 
trivial  circumstance,  gave  him  the  detail  he  de- 
sired I  after  which,  it  being  dinner-dme,  he  took 
oat  of  his  ebony  cypboard  a  couple  of  napkins, 
some  bread,  the  remains  of  a  shoulder  of  roast 
mutton,  a  bottle  of  excellent  wine,  and  we,  sat 
down  to  table  with  all  the  gaiety  of  two  friends 
who  meet  after  a  long  separation.     "  Thou  seest 

J  said  he)  my  free  and  independent  life :  I  might,  i^ 
would,  go  and  dine  every  day  with  the  people  of 
quality ;  but,  besides  that  the  poetic  iociinadon 
keeps  me  oftentimes  at  home,  I  am  a  sort  of  an 
Aristippus ;  and  can  equally  accommodate  myself 
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lo  compa&v  and  salitade,  to  affluence  and  (nf- 
gality.**  We  liked  the  wine  so  well,  that  there  was 
a  necessity  of  taking  another  bottle  frotn  the  store; 
t^nd  towards  the  end  of  the  repast,  I  expressed  a 
desire  of  seeing  some  of  his  productions.  He  im- 
flsediately  searched  among  his  papers  for  a  sonnet, 
wbich  he  read  aloud  with  great  empbans.  Never^ 
iheless,  in  spite  of  the  charms  of  bis  reading,  I 
found  the  performance  so  obscure,  that  I  could  not 
comprehend  the  meaning  of  one  syllable.  Per- 
ceiving my  ignorance,  *'  Tfais  sonnet  (said  he)  does 
not  seem  very  clear  to  thy  apprehension !  is  it  not 
lo  ?"  I  owned  to  him  that  I  could  have  wished  it 
had  been  more  plain.  Upon  which,  he  fell  a 
laughing  at  liiy  expence.  ^<  If  this  sonnet  ^he  r»-/ 
inmed)  Is  not  intelligible,  so  much  the  netter. 
The  natural  and  simple  won't  do  for  sonnets,  odes, 
and  other  works  that  require  the  suUime.  The 
iole  merit  of  these  is  in  their  obscurity  ;  and  it  is 
sufficient  if  the  poet  himself  thinks  he  understands 
them/' — "Totf  joke,  friend,  (said  I,  interrupting 
him,)  good  sense  and  pers^iHCuity  ought  to  be  in- 
gredients in  poetry  of  all  kinds  whatever;  and  if 
die  incomparable  Gongora  writes  not  more  plainly 
than  thou  dost,  I  confess  my  opinion  of  him  sinks 
apace.  He  must  be  a  poet  who  can  never  deceive 
any  other  age  than  his  own.  Let  us  now  have  a 
specimen  of  thy  prose."  Hereupon,  Nunnex  prc^- 
duced 'a  preface,  which  (he  said)  he  intended  to 
•prefix  to  a  collection  of  comedies  that  he  bad  then 
m  tbe  press ;  and  having  read  it,  asked  niy  opiniori. 
•*  I  am  (said  I)  no  better  pleased  with  thy  proife 
than  with  thy  poetry.  Thy  sonnet  is  a  piece  of 
/  verbose  fobtian ;  and  thy  preface  'is  composed  of 
fitf^etched  expressions,  Words  that  have  -"not  kht 
public  stamp,  perplexed  phrases ;  in  a  word,  thy 
•tyle  is  quite  peculiar  to  thyself;  and  the  books  of 
our  best  authors,  ancient,  as  well  as  modem,  are 
written  in  a  quite  different  manner."--*'*  Poor  igno- 
ffWitts!  (cried  Fabricius,)  thou  dost  not  know  then/ 
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th«f  erery  proBaic  writer  who  now  aqMrct  at  tht 
leptttatioD  of  a  delicate  pen,  affects  that  singulantv 
of  style,  and  those  odd  expressions  which  shock 
thee  so  much.  There  are  of  us  five  or  six  bold 
innovators,  who  have  undertaken  to  make  ajtho- 
rongh  change  in  the  language  ^  and  we  wiH  accom- 
plish it  (please  God)  in  spite  of  Lope  de  Vega, 
Cervames,  and  all  tfie  fine  geniuses  who  cavil  at 
our  new  modes  of  speech.  We  are  seconded  by  a 
Bomber  of  partisans  of  distinction,  and  have  evM 
•ome  theologians  in  our  cabal. 

''After  all  (added  he) our  design  is  commendablo; 
and,  prejudice  apart,  we  are  m<Mre  valuable  than 
those  natural  writers,  who  speak  like  the  common 
ran  of  mankind.  I  don't  know  for  what  reason 
they  are  esteemed  by  so  many  persons  of  boooni . 
Their  manner  was  proper  enough  at  Athens  or 
Rome,  where  there  was  no  distinction  in  point  of 
speaking ;  so  that  Socrates  said  to  Alcibiades,  the 

Cople  was  an  excellent  schoolmaster :  but  at 
adrtd  we  have  both  a  good  and  bad  language, 
and  our  courtiers  express  themselves  quite  other- 
wise than  our  citixens,  believe  me.  In  short,  onr 
new  style  overtops  diat  of  our  antagonists.  I  will, 
by  one  example,  make  thee  perceive  the  difference 
between  the  gentility  Of  our  diction,  and  the  flat* 
ness  of  theirs.  They  would  say^  quite  plainly  (ibr 
instance)  '  Interludes  embellish  a  comedy.'  Wbile 
we,  with  more  spirit,  would  pronounce  '  Interludes 
create  beauty  in  a  comedy.'  Take  notice  of  that, 
*  create  beanty.'  Dost  thou  perceive  all  tbe 
beiUiancy,  all  tbe  delicacy,  all  tlie  prettiness  of  iIk 
exprassio-  ^" 


I  iBleffrapted  my  mnovator  with  a  loud  laijgli.< 
^Go,  Fabncins,  (said  I,)  thou  art  quite  an  ongioa] 
wkb  thit  thy  precious  language." — ^^'And  thou 
(answered  he)  art  no  better  than  a  beast,  with  thj 
natural  style.  60,  ^aid  be,  repeating  the  words 
of  tbe  archbishop  of  Grenada)  go  and  tell  my  trea^ 
surer  to  give  you  a  hundred  ducats ;  and  b^avop 
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direcl ;o«  with  that  sum !  AdicOi  Mr.  Gil  Bkui; I 
widi  you  a  gr«at  deal  of  good  fortune,  with  a  Utile 
aiore  taste." 

I  redoubkd  my  mirth  at  this  sally ;  and  Fabricius, 
ibrgiving  me  for  having  spoken  so  irreverently  of 
his  writingSi  lost  nothing  of  his  good  humoui 
tVe  finished  our  second  bottle,  and  getting  up  from 
table  in  a  pretty  good  trim,  went  oat  with  an  intent 
to  walk  in  the  Prado ;  but  passing  by  the  door  of  It 
tavern,  we  took  it  in  our  heads  to  go  in. 

This  plaee  was  usually  frequented  by  good  com- 
pany I  and  I  observed  in  two  separate  hsJls  a  great 
many  cavaliers  arousing  themselves  in  diftrent 
diversions.  In  one,  they  played  at  draughts  and 
primero ;  and  in  the  other,  ten  or  twelve  persons 
were  listening  very  attentively  to  a  dispute  between 
two  professed  wits.  We  had  no  occasion  to  go 
near  them,  in  order  to  learn  that  a  metaphysical 
proposition  was  the  subject  of  their  dispute ;  for 
they  talked  with  such  warmth  and  transport,  that 
they  looked  like  people  possessed.  I  imagine  it 
£leasar's^  ring  had  been  put  under  their  noses,  we 
should  have  seen  devils  issue  with  their  breath. 
**  Good  God  (said  I  tomy  companion)  what  passion! 
what  lungs !  These  disputants  were  certainly  bom 
to  be  public  criers.  The  greatest  part  of  mankind 
are  misplaced. ''-^^^  Tes,  truly,  (he  replied  ;^  these 
people  seem  to  be  of  die  race  of  Novitts,f  that 


*  Bleecar,  a  famous  mathematician,  who  cast  out  devils, 
b  J  tying  to  the  nose  of  the  possessed  a  certain  mystical  ring, 
wfaidi  the  demon  no  sooner  smelted,  ^than  he  OTertnmed 
and  abandoned  the  patient  He  performed  before  the  em* 
peror  Vespasian ;  and  in  order  to  show  the  power  he  had 
oref  the  deril,  commanded  him  to  oterset  a  pitcher  of  water. 
This  the  daemon  immediately  complied  with,  to  the  astki- 
Bishment'of  all  present 

f  NoTius,  whom  Mr.  Le  Sage  honours  with  the  title  of 
baoker,  was  no  other  than  a  rank  osurer,  who,  from  beini| 
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Roman  banker,  whose  voice  exceeded  the  noiie  off 
carmen.  Bttt  f added  he)  whatgires  methegreatefC 
disgust  at  Cbeir  discourse  is,  that  our  ears  are 
stonned  to  no  purpose."  We  removed  at  a  <fittance 
from  dKMe  vociferous  metaphysicians,  and  by  that 
expedient  I  prevented  a  vioknt  head-^ch  which 
bad  begui  to  seize  me.  We  went  and  tat  down 
in  the  comer  of  the  other  hall,  whence,  while  we 
drank  lefresfaing  liquors,  we  examined  the  cavaliers 
as  they  came  in  and  went  ont,  as  Nunnez  knew 
ahnost  all  of  them.  ^^  Egad  !  (cried  be,)  the  dis- 
pute of  our  philosophers  won't  be  soon  over :  ben 
are  fresh  reinforcements  arriving  :  these  three  men 
will  engage  in  the  fray.  But  seest  thou  those  twa 
originals  going  out  f  That  little,  swarthy,  withered 
creature,  whose  lank  straight  hair  falls  down  in 
equal  portions  before  and  behind,  is  caHed  Don 
Julian  de  Vellanunno  ;  and  is  a  young  judge  who 
affects  the  beau  :  one  of  my  friends  and  I  going  to 
dine  with  him  t'other  day,  surprised  him  in  a  pretty 
ringnlar  occupation.  He  was  diverting  himself  in 
bis  closet,  by  throwing  away  the  writings  of  a  pro- 
cess, of  which  he  is  to  make  a  report,  and  make  a 
grey-hound  bring  them  back  again  to  him ;  white 
the  dog  tore  them  to  pieces  very  handsomely. 
The  name  of  that  licentiate  with,  the  copper  nose, 
who  accompanies  him,  is  Don  Cherubin  Tbnto^  m 
iranon  of  the  church  of  Toledo,  the  weakest  mortal 
in  the  world  :  though  by  his  sprightly  smiling  air,, 
you  would  imagine  he  had  a  great  deal  of  wit  *He 
bas  bright  sparkling  eyes,  with  an  arch 


m  slave,  came  to  be  a  rich  citizea  of  Rome.  Horace,  wha 
has  perpetuated  his  iofamy,  has  also  immortalized  the  ioud> 
Mss  of  his  voice,  in  the  9ixth  satire  of  his  first  book: 

at  hie  si  plaustra  ducenta 


CpQiturrantque  I'oro  tria  funera  ma|pa  sooabii 
Coruua  qiiud  viiicatque  tuba^i — 
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vocer;  mo  that  one  would  be  apt  to  thidL^him  m 
waff.  When  he  hears  a  delicate  perfonnanceiead, 
he  listens  with  such  attention  as  seems  full  of  un* 
derstanding,  and  all  the  while  comprehends  no* 
thing  at  dl  of  the  matter.  He  dined  with  us  at 
the  judge's  house,  where  an  infinite  number  of 
witty  things  were  said :  but  he  spoke  never  a  word^ 
though  he  applauded  them  with  grimaces  and  ges- 
tures that  seemed  even  superior  to  the  salUes  thai 
we  uttered," 

'*  Dost  thou  know  (said  I  to  Nonnex)  thesis  two 
shabby  fellows,  who,  with  their  elbows  on  the  table^ 
sit  in  the  corner,  and  converse  together  in  whis- 

Eers  ?"  "  No  (said  he)  their  faces  are  quite  un* 
nown  to  roe  ;  but  in  all  likelihood  they  are  coffee- 
house politicians  who  censure  the  government* 
Mind  that  genteel  cavalier,  who  whistles  as  he 
walks  through  the  hall,  and  supports  himself  some- 
times on  one  foot,  sometimes  on  another :  that  is 
Don  Augustin  Moreto,  a  young  poet,  who  was  b0rn 
with  some  genius,  but  flatterers  and  ignorant  yea* 
pie  have  almost  turned  his  brain.  Tl^  roan  whom 
he  accosts  is  one  of  his  confederates,  who  is  als^ 
mooiHStruck,  and  rhymes  in  prose. 

^<  More  anthors  still !  (cried  he,  showing  JM  twf^ 
well-dressed  men  coming  in)  one  would  think  they 
bad  made  a  rendeivoos  here,  to  pass  in  review  be- 
fore thee.  Tliese  are  Don  Bernard  Dessenguado^ 
and  Don  Sebastian  de  Villa  Viciosa.  The  &st  is  a 
genius  full  of  gall,  an  author  bora  under  the  planet 
Saturn, 'a  malicious  mortal,  whose  pleasure  consists 
in  hadog  all  the  world,  and  is  himself  beloved  bpr 
nobody.  As  for  Don  Sebastian,  he  is  a  youag  felr 
low  of  candour,  who  will  let  nothing  lie  upon  his 
conscience ;  he  lately  brought  a  performance  on  the 
Stage,  which  had  an  extraordinary  run :  and  aow 
be  ba3  printed  it,  that  he  may  no  longer  abuse  the 
esteem  of  the  public." 

The  charitable  pupil  of  Gongora  was  going  on  ia 
explaining  the  figures  of  this  picture,  wliich  shifted 
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ID  mtn  10  the  view ;  when  a  gettdetDan  belonging 
to  the  Dake  de  Medina  Sidooia  came  and  inter- 
nipted  him,  Miying,  ^'  Signior  Don  Fabricio,  I  wai 
looking  for  joa,  in  order  to  let  yoa  know  thai  his 
grace  wonld  speak  with  you  ininie<Uatelyi  at  hit 
own  house.  Nannes,  who  knew  that  a  gnindee't 
wishes  cannot  be  too  soon  satisfied,  quitted  me  ib 
a  trice,  to  go  and  wait  upon  his  Ma&cenas;  while  I 
temaiiied  very  ranch  astonisked  so  bear  him  ho- 
noured with  the  appellation  of  Don,  and  see  him 
thus  become  noble,  in  despite  of  his  sire,  master 
Crvsostom,  the  barber. 


CHjUPTER  XIV. 


I  WAS  SO  desirous  of  seeing  Fabricins  again, 
that  I  visited  him  early  next  morning.  ^  uood 
morrow,  (said  1^  when  I  entered,)  Signior  Don 
Fabricio,  the  flower,  or  rather  glow*worm  of  the 
Asturian  nobility!'*  At  these  words  he  laughed 
heartily.  **  Thon  hast  observed  then  (cried  he) 
that  I  am  dabbed  a  Don  V  **  Tes,  Mr.  Gentleman 
(I  repUed ;)  and  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that 
when  you  recounted  your  metamorphosis  yester^ 
day,  you  forgot  the  best  part  of  it."  '*  I  did  so 
(answered  he  0  but  truly,  if  I  have  assumed  that 
honouraUe  title,  it  was  not  so  much  with  a  view 
to  gratify  my  own  vanity,  as  to  accommodate  my- 
self to  that  of  others.  Thou  knowent  the  humour 
of  the  Spaniards :  they  make  no  account  of  ao 
honest  man  if  be  has  the  misfortune  to  be  both 
poor  and  mean  bom.  I  must  tell  thee  too^  that  I 
see  so  many  people  call  themselves  Don  Francisco^ 
Don  Pedro,  or  Don  what-you-will,  that  if  there  is 
no  cheat  in  the  case,  thou  wilt  allow  nobility  to 
be  a  very  common  thing,  and  agree,  that  a  plebeian 
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tf  mt rit  honours  it  by  his  association.  But  let  us 
change  the  subject,  (added  he ;)  last  night  I  supped 
1^  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia's,  where,  among| 
pther  guests,  was  Count  Galiano,  a  Sicilian  noble^ 
man  of  the  first  rank :  and  the  conversation  turning 
on  die  ridiculous  effects  of  •elf-love,  I,  charmed 
that  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  entertain  the  company 

00  that  subject,  regaled  them  with  the  story  of  the 
liomilies.  Thou  mayest  well  imagine  they  laughed 
heartily,  and  censured  the  archbishop  as  he  de^ 
served.  This  produced  no  bad  efTect  for  thee :  for 
thou  wast  pitied  by  every  body  :  and  Count  Gali<r 
imOt  after  having  asked  a.  good  many  questions 
concerning  thee,  to  which  ihou  mayest  believe  I 
piade  suitable  answers,  desired  me  to  bring  thee  to 
jiis  bouse.  J  was  just  now  going  in  quest  of  thee, 
10  conduct  thee  thither.  I  suppose  be  intends  to 
pffer  thee  the  place  of  one  of  his  secretaries ;  ana 

1  advise  thee  to  accept  of  it.  The  Count  is  rich^ 
wid  spends  like  an  ambassador^  at  Madrid  :  he  is 
fu>me  to  court,  it  is  said^  to  confer  with  the  Duke 
of  Lerma,  about  the  crown-demesnes  which  that 
minister  designs  to  alienate  in  Sicily.  ^  In  short, 
CotiDt  Galiano,  though  a  Sicilian,  seems  to  be  ^ 
B^ous,  just,  and  open ;  and  thou  canst  not  do 
better  than  attach  tnyself  to  him ;  he  is  the  man^ 
in  all  probability,  who  is  destined  to  enrich  thee, 
According  to  what  was  foretold  in  thy  behalf  at 
Qrenada." 

*'  I  had  resolved  fsaid  I  to  Nunpez)  to  live  at 
large  a  little,  and  enjoy  myself  a  good  while,  be- 
fore I  should  go  to  service  ^gain:  but  thou  speakest 
to  me  of  this  Sicilian  count  in  such  a  manner,  as 
induces  roe  to  chaqge  my  resolution,  and  even  to 
wish  I  waf  already  in  his  family.?'  "  Thou  mayest 
soon  be  there  (hp  replied)  or  I  am  much  mistaken.'* 
At  the  same  time  'we  went  out  together  to  the 
Ooont,,  who  lodged  in  the  house  of  bis  friend  Don 
Siuicho  d'Avila,  thea  in  the  country. 

:    We  found  in  ^e  court  a  great  number  of  pag^s 
L  Vol.  II.  16 
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^nd  fooUnen,  clothed  in  a  livery  equally  rich  and 
gay ;  aud  in  the  anti-chamber  several  ashers,  gen- 
tJemen,  and  otiier  officers,  all  magnificently  dressed 
but  withal  so  ugly,  that  they  looked  like  a  company 
of  apes  in  Spanish  garb.  There  are  figures,  both 
of  men  and  women,  on  which  all  art  is  thrown 
away. 

Don  Fabricius  having  sent  in  his  name,  was  im^^ 
mediately  introduced  into  a  room,  whither  I  fol» 
lowed  him  ;  and  found  the  Count  in  his  momiog 

Sown,  sitting  on  a  sopha,  and  drinking  chocolate. 
Te  saluted  him  with  all  die  demonstrations  of  th« 
most  profound  respect ;  and  he  honoured  us  with 
an  inclination  of  the  head,  accompanied  by  such 
a  gracious  smile,  as  at  once  gained  my  heart  A 
wonderful  effect,  though  an  ordinary  One,  which  a 
favourable  reception  from  the  great  produces. hi 
our  breasts !  They  must  receive  us  very  ill,  indeed 
before  we  be  disgusted  at  their  behaviour. 

Having  drank  his  chocolate,  he  amused  himself 
some  time  in  playing  with  a  large  baboon  that  sat 
by  him,  and  was  called  Cupid.  I  don't  know  for 
What  reason  the  name  of  that  god  was  bestowed 
on  this  animal,  unless  it  was  because  it  had  all  hit 
malice ;  for  it  resembled  him  in  nothing  else.  Sack 
as  it  was,  however,  it  did  not  fail  to  give  vast  de* 
light  to  its  master,  who  was  so  much  charmed  WfCh 
its  merry  tricks,  that  he  hugged  it  incessantly  in 
nis  avms.  Though  Nunoez  and  I  were  not  much 
diverted  with  the  gambols  of  this  beast,  we  feigned 
ourselves  enchanted  with  its  performances ;  which 
pleased  the  Sicilian  so  much,  that  he  suspended 
tlie  pleasure  he  enjoyed  in  this  pastime,  to  tell  me, 
*<  Friend,  you  have  it  in  your  opdon  to  be  one  of 
my  secretaries ;  if  you  like  the  place,  I  will  give 
you  two  hundred  pistoles  a  year,  without  any  other 
recommendation  than  that  of  Don  Fabricio."  ^'My 
lord,  (cried  Nunnez,)  I  am  bolder  than  Plato,  who 
had  not  courage  enough  to  answer  for  one  of  fats 
friends,  whom  he  sent  to  the  tyrant  DioDysiui.    I 
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not  afimid  of  bringiog  repioaehes  opos  myself 
ky  Toiiching  for  my  friend/'  i 

;  I  thanked  ibe  Aattirian  poet  with  a  low  bow,  Cdt 
Us  obliging' confidetice ;  then  addressing  myself  to 
my  patron,  assured  him  of  my  leal  and  fidelity^ 
This  nobleman  no  sooner  perceived. that  I  rklishao 
his  proposal,  than  he  ordered  his  steward  to  be 
called :  to  whom  having  communicated  something 
in  a  whisper,  he  said,  *'  (xil  Bias,  I  will  tell  yon 
presently  what  is  to  be  the  nature  of  your  employ- 
ment. Meanwhile  you  may  follow  my  steward, 
who  has  received  orders  <loacemilig  you."  f  ac- 
cordingly obeyed,  leaving  Fabricio  with  the  Count 
and  Cupid. 

-  The  steward,  ^ho  was  a  most  'subtle  Messinesa^ 
conducted  me  to  hfis  apartraekit,  where  h^  loadad 
me  with  civilities ;  and  sending  for  the  taylor  who 
.bad  equijpped  the  whole  family,  ordered  bint  to 
make  for  me;  with,  all  dispiatch,  a  sait  of  clothes  tif 
the  ifome  ro'agoi6ceBce  as  those  of  the  principal 
officers.  Th^  laylor  having  taken  measure  of  me, 
«ad  retired,  '^  As.for  your  lodging  (said  tlie.Messi- 
•neae)  I  know  a  chanri)er  that  wUi  exactly,  fit' yon. 
Biitllrtore  you  breakfasted  ?"  (added  he*)  When  I 
answered  in  the  negative,  *'  Ah,  poor  lad  (.said  h^ 
why*  did  not  you  speak?  Come,  I  will  uie>4^  you 
^  a  pkee,  where,  tbank  heaven^  you '  may  baire 
what  yoii  will  for  tbe  asking." 

So  saying,  he  carried  me  down  to  the  buttery, 
where  wb  found  the  batter,  a  true  Neapolitan, 
every  whit  as  cunning  as*  the  Messenian.  :  It  iiisgbt 
be  said  of  Um  and  the  steward,  These  two  make  a 
:pikr/*  Tkia  honest  butler,  with  five  or.  six  of  Ujfs 
■fiptends,  were  craiaming.themselves  with  ham,  cold 
toiigue,  and  other  relishing  bits,  which  obliged 
them  to  redoable  their  draughts.  We  joined  'thesis 
hearty  cocks,  and  assisted  them  in  their  atticka 
.upon  the  Count^a  best  wines.  While  this>  scene 
passed  in  the  buttery,  another  such  was  acted  ia 
.the  kitchen :  the  cook  also  treated  three  or '  foot* 
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^rftcktinm  of  hiv  acqaalntance,  who  jllled  their 
bellies  with  rabbit  aod  partridge  pies }  tbe  very  scul- 
lions errioj^  theiDselTes  on  what  tbej  could  pilfer ; 
«o  that  I  tboagbt  myself  in  a  house  abaDdoned  fn 
pillage :  yet  these  were  bat  trifles  in  comparison  lo 
Miat  I  did  not  see. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


I  WKNT  to  fetch  my  baggaoe  to  my  new  habits- 
lion  ;  and  when  I  retnm^y  toe  Count  was  at  din- 
ger with  several  noblemen  and  tlie  poet  Nunnea 
who  called  for  what  he  wanted  with  an  easy  air 
-sod  mingled  in  the  conversadon.  Nay,  I  obsenwd 
that  every  word  he  snoke  afibrded  pleasure  to  tiie 
company.  What  a  nne  thing  is  genius !  A  msoi 
Jb(  wit  can  easily  torn  himself  into  all  shapes* 

I  dined  with  the  officers,  who  were  treated  pi^eity 
much  in  the  same  manner  as  our  patron ;  and  in 
Che  afternoon  redred  to  my  chamber,  where  I  b9- 
gan  to  reflect  on  my  condition. 

''  Well,  Gil  Bias,  (said  I  to  myself,]  thoa  art  ao<ir 
in  the  service. of  a  ^ctlian  Count,  with  whose  resJ 
character  thou  art  utterly  unacquainted.  If  wse 
may  judge  by  appearance,  thou  wilt  be  in  this  fa- 
mily Itlie  a  fish  in  the  water :  but  we  must  swear  to 
Honing ;  and  thou  ougfat'st  to  distrust  thy  fitto, 
the  malignity  of  which  thou  hast  but  too  often  ex- 
perienced. Besides,  thou  dost  not  know  for«wlH|t 
employment  thou  art  retained :  ht  has  already  two 
secretaries  and  a  steward ;  what  service  then  does 
he  expect  from  thee  f  It  looks  as  if  he  intended  to 
make  thee  bis  Mercuty.  In  good  time !  One  can- 
not be  on  a  better  footing  with  a  nobkmaa,  in 
4iader  to  make  his  way  to  a  good  post  He  wfap 
thnits  himself  to  honourable  services  «Dly,  mowea 
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flovly,  itep. by  ftep,  and  seldom  gains  bis  point.aj^ 

,  While  I  was  engrossed  by  these  fine  reflecUonSi 
a  lacquey  came  to  tell  me,  that  all  the  company 
who  hud  dioed  at  our  house  were  gone  homa,  an4 
that  the  Count  wanted  to  speak  with  me«  t  flew 
instantly  to  his  apartment,  where  I  found  him  lying 
on  his  co^ch,  ready  to  take  his  afternoon^  nap 
#rith  his  baboon^  wbich  always  bore  him  compan^. 
'*  Come  hither,  Gil  Bias  (said  be)  take  a  chair, 
nd  listen  to  what  I  am  going  to  si^.*'  I  obeyed 
u  orders,  and  he. spoke  to  me  in  these  terms: 
^DoQ  Fabricio  has  told  me,  that,  among  othe^ 
good  qualities,  you  possess  that  of  attaching  your7 
self  to  your  masters;  and  that  you  are  a  young 
plan  of  incorruptible  integrity.  These  two  quali£ 
/catfons  determined  me  to  take  you  into  my  service ; 
for  I  hav/e  great  occasion  for  an  affectionate  do- 
mestic, who  will  espouse  my  interest,  and  employ 
bis  whole  attention  in  husbanding  my  estate.  1 
am  rich,  it  is  true,  but  my  yearly  expence  greatly 
exceeds  ny  idcOme,  The  reason  is  plain :  I  tiuf 
plundered  by  my  servants,  and  live  in  my  own 
noose  as  if  I  was  in  a  forest  among  robbers.  I 
Mspect  mjr  butler  and  steward  of  having  a  fellow- 
jseling  the  one  with  the  other ;  and  this  is  more 
than  enough  to  ruin  me  from  top  to  bottom.  iTou 
will  say,  if  I  have  reason  to  tnink  them  rogues, 
why  don't  I  turn  them  away  ?  But  where  shall  I 
find  others  made  of  a  different  kind  of  stuff?  I 
will  be  satisfied  with  having  them  both  observed 
by  a  nan  who  shall  have  a  right  to  inspect  their 
/conduct:  and  yoH  are  the  person  whom  I  have 
chosen  for  that  commission  ;  of  which  if  you  acquit 
yourself  well,  be  assured  that  vou  shall  not  serve 
a»  ungrateful  master ;  for  I  will  take  care  to  pro- 
cure for  yon  a  very  advantageous  settlement  in 

Sicily:' 

Having  spoke  thus,  he  dismissed  roe ;  and  that 
very  evening,  in  presence  of  all  his  domestics,  I 
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WAB  proclaimed  luperintendaiit  of  (he  family.  Thn 
did  not  give  the  Messinese  and  Neapolitan  great 
mortification  at  first,  because  they  looketi  npon  me 
as  a  jolty  companion,  of  good  composition  :  and 
concluded,  that  by  giving  me  a  share  of  the  spoif^ 
they  should  be  allowed  to  go  on  in  their  old  course; 
•  But  they  looked  very  silly  next  day,  when  I  de^ 
dared  to  them,  that  1  was  an  enemy  to  aB  mlsde^ 
meanour.  I  demanded  of  the  butler  an  account  cf 
the  provision ;  I  visited  the  cellar,  and  took  an  io^ 
ventory  of  every  thing  he  had  in  his  charge ;;  I 
toeati,  table-linen  and  plate.  I  then  exhorted  them 
to  be  saving  of  onr  patron's  wealth,  to  lay  but  with 
oeconomy ;  and  ended  my  advice,  by  protesting  to 
them,  that  I  would  inform  that  nobleman  of  every 
thing  that  I  shoald  observe  amiss  in  his  hotise.  I 
did  not  stop  here ;  resolving  to  have  a  spy,  wb6 
might  discover  if  there  was  any  sinister  intelligence 

ttween  them,  I  cast  my  eyes  on  a  scullion,  wko 
ing  won  by  my  promises,  assured  me,  that  I  conid 
not  have  applied  to  a  more  proper  person,  to  gH, 
notice  of  every  thing  that  happened  In  the  house  t 
fhat  the  butler  and  steward  were  in  confederacy, 
and  burnt  the  candle  at  both  ends  ;  that  they  daily 
secreted  one  half  of  the  provision  that  was  bonglvt 
for  the  family :  that  the  Neapolitan  took  care  of  ti 
tady  who  lived  opposite  to  the  college  of  9t.  Tho- 
mas ;  and  that  the  Messenian  entertained  another 
^t  the  Sun-gate :  that  these  two  gentlemen  sent  all 
^rts  of  provision  to  their  nymphs  every  morning : 
and  that  the  cook  also  dispatched  savoury  messes 
to  a  widow  of  his  acquaintance  in  the  neighbour- 
hood :  and  that  in  consideration  of  his  service  to 
the  other  two,  to  whom  he  was  entirely  devoted; 
he  disposed,  as  they  did,  of  the  wines  in  the  cellar*: 
in  short,  that  these  three  domestics  occasioned  a 
most  horrible  expence  in  the  Count's  house.  '*  If 
vou  doubt  my,  report,  (added  the  scnllion)  take  the 
trouble  of  going  to-morrow  morning  abnnt  seven 
O'clock  to  the  college  of  St  Thomas,  and  yon  shaR 
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9fe  me  loaded  with  a  basket,  which  will  change 
yoor  doubts  into  certainty."  "  So  (said  t'to  him) 
thou  art  affent  to  these  gallant  purveyors  ?"  "  1 
am  (be  replied)  employed  by  the  butler,  and  one 
of.my  comrades  acts  for  the  steward." 
. .  I  bad  thecuriositv  to  repair  next  morning,  at  the 
appointed  hour,  to  the  college  of  St  Thomas,  where 
1  did  not  wait  lotig  for  my  spy,  whom  I  saw  com-" 
ioig;along  with  a  huge  basket,  filled  with  but<!:her'8 
meaty  poultry,  and  venison.  I  took  an  inventory 
of  the  particulars,  of  which  I  formed  in  my  pocket- 
boo^  a  small  verbal  process,  that  I  went  and  show- 
cidto  my  master,  after  having  told  the  trencher- 
scraper,  that  he  might  execute  his  commission,  as 
usual. 

;  The  Sicilian  nobleman,  who  was  naturally  pas- 
sionate, resolved,  in  the  first  transport,  to  turn  away 
the  Neapolitan  and  Messenian ;  but  after  having 
reflected  more  coolly,  contented  himself  with  dis- 
missing the  last,  to  whose  place  I  succeeded  ;  so 
|hat  my  office  of  superiotendant  was  suppressed 
soon,  after  its  creation  :  and  trul;  I  was  not  sorry 
for  it;  for  it  was,  properly  speaking,  no  other  tlian 
the  honourable  employment  of  a  spy,  and  a  post 
jw^igh  had  nothing  substantial  in  it }  whereas,  liy 
being  made  steward,  I  became  master  of  the  strong 
box,  and  that  is  every  thing.  The  steward  always 
possesses  the  first  rank  among  the  domestic!  of  a 
great  family :  and  there  are  so  many  small  perqui- 
sites attached  to  his  administration,  that  he  may 
^ow  rich,  even  though  he  be  an  honest  man. 
.  My  Neapolitan,  whose  budget  was  not  yet  ex- 
hausted, observing  my  brutal  zeal,  that  I  got  up 
eyery  morning  to  sec  and  keep  an  account  of  what 
victuals  were  bought,  no  longer  secreted  a  part ; 
^ut  the  rascal  continued  to  purchase  the  same  quan- 
tity as  before.  By  this  stratagem,  increasing  the 
profit  he  drew  from  the  refuse  of  the  table,  wnich 
)V^A  his  perquisite,  he  found  himself  in  a  condition 
to  treat  his  charmer  at  least  with  dressed  victuals. 
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if  be  coidd  not  furnish  ber  whh  raw  provinon.  M 
tbort,  the  devil  lost  oothing  in  this  refertnatkNi, 
and  the  Count  was  not  a  whit  the  better  for  havilig 
the  phoenix  of  stewards  in  his  service.  The  supet^- 
abundance  that  I  then  perceived  at  every  metl 
made  me  guess  this  new  trick,  which  I  immedfaitely 
■defeated,  by  retrenching  what  was  superfluous  iti 
every  course.  This  I  did,  howevei:,  with  such  pm^ 
dence,  that  the  alteration  could  not  be  perceived ; 
one  would  have  thought  (hat  there  was  still  the 
a  me  profusion  :  and  yet,  by  this  oeconomy,  I  coo- 
iderably  diminished  the  expence.  This  was  what 
my  patron  required ;  he  Wanted  to  retrench,  with- 
out appearing  less  magnificent :  for  his  avarice  was 
subordinate  to  his  ostentation. 

There  was  also  another  abuse  to  be  reformed  :  I 
found  the  wine  ran  out  apace :  if,  for  example, 
twelve  cavaliers  happened  to  dine  with  my  master, 
they  would  exhaust  fifty,  and  sometimes  five  doxen 
of  bottles.  I  was  astonished  at  this  waste,  and 
not  doubting  that  there  must  be  some  roguery  in 
the  case,  consulted  my  oracle,  that  is,  my  drudge, 
with  whom  I  very  oAen  had  private  conferences, 
and  who  made  a  faitliful  report  of  every  thing  that 
was  said  or  done  In  the  kitchen,  where  he  was  not 
in  the  least  suspected.  He  told  me,  that  th^ 
waste,  of  which  I  complained,  proceeded  from  a 
new  league  between  the  butler,  cook,  and  those 
lacquies  who  filled  the  wine,  and  who  carried  off 
all  the  bottles  half  emptied,  which  was  afterward) 
shared  among  the  confederates.  I  spoke  to  the 
footmen  on  this  subject,  and  threatened  to  turn 
them  out  of  doors,  if  ever  they  should  think  propel 
to  repeat  this  practice  :  upon  which  they  were  re^ 
claimed.  My  master,  whom  I  took  care  to  adver- 
tise of  the  most  minute  things  which  I  performed 
for  bis  advantage,  loaded  me  with  praises,  and  grtW 
every  day  more  and  more  fond  of  me :  and  I,  in 
order  to  reward  the  good  services  of  the  scullion 
created  him  cook's  assistant. 
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The  Nrapolilaa  was  enraged  to  fiad  me  dw«j« 

00  the  calch  with  him :  and  was  cruelly  aioriified 
with  the  contradictions  he  underwent,  whenever 
he  presented  his  accounts  to  me ;  for,  that  I  might 
pare  his  nails  the  closer,  I  took  the  trouble  of  go- 
ing to  market,  to  learn  the  pric^  of  meat,  just  be 
fore  he  went  thither ;  and  as  he  attempted  to  im- 
pose upon  me  afterwards,  gave  him  a  vigorous  re- 
pulse. I  was  very  well  persuaded,  that  he  cursed 
me  an  hundred  times  a  day ;  but  the  subject  of  his 
maledictions  hindered  mefroito  dreading  their  fiorce. 

1  cantot  imagine  how  he  could  bear  my  perseGii<*> 
tions,  and  remain,  in  the  service  of  the  Sicilian  iHOt- 
bleraan.  Doubtless,  in  spite  of  all  my  endeavonirai 
he  found  his  account  in  perseverance. 

Fabricio,  whom  I  frequently  saw,  and  to  whom 
I  recounted  all  my  hitherto  unlieard  eifdoits,  in 
quality  of  steward,  was  more  disposed  to  blajw 
than  applaud  my  conduct.  ^'  God  grant,  (said  tm^ 
one  day,)  that  thou  mayest  be  recompetised  ibr  nil 
this  disinterestedness :  but  between  Ibee  and  me,  I 
believe  it  would  not  fare  the  worse  with  thee,  if 
thou  wast  not  quite  so  rough  with  the  butlen" 
**  How!  (answered  1)  shall  that  robber  charge  in 
Ms  bill  ten  pistoles  for  a  fish  that  did.  not  cost  ftnir* 
«nd  I  pass  over  that  article  ?"  *'  Why  not  f  (be  re- 
plied coldly ;)  let  him  give  thee  .the  half  of  the 
surplus,  according  to  custom.  In  good  faith ! 
my  friend,  (continued  be,  shaking  his  bead,)  you 
are  a  mere  ninny,  and,  in  all  appearance,  will  grow 
grey  in  servitude,  since  you  neglect  to  flay  the  eel 
while  it  is  in  your  hand.  Take  my  word  for  it,  for- 
tane  resembles  those  brisk  airy  coquets  who  de^pin^ 
the  gallant  that  stands  lipon  ceremony.  . 

I  only  laughed  at  the  discourse  of  Nuonei^  f^ho 

Inngbed  again  in  his  torn  ^  and  would  have  pr^ 

soaded  me  that  he  had  only  spoke  in  jest,  being 

akbamed  of  having  given  me  bad  counsel  in  vain. 

I  continued  firm  in  the  resolution  of  being  always 

■ralous  and  faithfnl :   I  felt  no  mcUimtion  to  be 
L  t  Vol.  II. 
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VlkerWiM}  iMd  i  daresay^  tbafr  in  fiMir  HMHittal 
»Kvtd  w  my  master,  by  my  cecoaomy,  tkree  tboii 
Band  ducats  at  least«  « 


I 

• 


CHAPTER  XFL  j 

.-  ■         '   •  ■     •  .  ..• 

•'  About  tbistiaiey  the  repose  of  the  hmily  •was 
iWangtely  disturbed  by  an  accident,  whicb  wittaecnl 
tlilhig  to  the  reader;  though  it  tnrned  outa  verj^ 
Serious  matter  to  the  servants,  i^d  esf^eciaUy  to 
me.  Cupid,  -that  babooq  of  which  I  have  <iaad^ 
ttleiitifon;  that  animal  so  beloved  by.  our  master, 
atten^ptiog'  one  day  to  leap,  from  one  windovr  tk 
another,  acquitted  himself  so  ill  in  the  perfiorm* 
ance,'  *  that  he  feil  down  into  the  court,  and  disIcH 
dated  fiis  leg.  The  count  no .  sooner  .uodel^toocf 
ihii  mtsfortnne,  than  \ut  uttered  such  piercing  ertesi 
that  they  were  heard  all  oiier  thejieighbdunbobdj 
arid,  in  the  eicess  of  his  grief^  attacking  all  his 
aervand,  without  exception,  he  had  weU  nigh  made 
aclear  bouse.  His  fury,  however,  was  ttnliiedl6 
tmrsifig  onr  negligences,  and  abusing  us,  without 
sparing  terms  of  reproach.  He  sent  trnmedibtely 
for  those  surgeons  who  were  most  expert  in  frao- 
tUTfes  and  dislocated  bones ;  and  who  having  visited 
the  patient's  leg,  reduced  it,  and  applied  bandages 
aecordiogly*  But  though  all  of  them  assured,  Ua^ 
there  was  »o  danger,  my  master  retained  lOfie'nt 
'.tbepn  in  the  hou^e,  to  be  always  near  the  animal 
until  it  was  perfectly  cured;   .  Ir 

' '  I  should  bC'tD  blame  if  I.ipassM  ovei^  in  silence 
the'  fftM  and  anxiety  which  preyed  upon  the  heait 
Vf  the  Sicilian  nobleman,  daring  the  whole  .time  ol 
the  cure.  Will  it  be  believed,  that  all  th^rday  he 
'did  not  stir  from  his  dear  Cupid  f  He  was  always 
present  a'he«i  it  was  dressed,  and  got  Out  oi'  bed  (o 
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Visit  him  two  or  three  tSmes  evevy  nightv  Battthf 
most  troublesome  circumstance  of  all  wasy  that 
every  domestic  in  the  family,  and  I  in  particalar, 
wcte  always  op,  that  we  might  be  at  haml,  to-  be 
'sent  wheresoever  it  should  be  thought  proper,  fd^ 
the  service  of  this  ape.  In  a  word,  we  had  oareat 
Id  the  house,  till  such  time  as  this  plaguy  beasi, 
liaviog  recovered  of  has  fall,  betook  hioisdf  again 
to. his  usual  caperings  and  tumblings.  Ailer  tfaia^ 
can  we  refuse  to  credit  the  report  of  Suetonius, 
when  he  says  Caligula  loved  his  horse  to  auch-a 
'degree,  that  he  bestowed  upon  him  a  boose  richly 
furnished,  with  officers  to  serve  him,  and  even  de- 
signed to  make  him  consul  f  My  patroiip  was  no 
less  charmed  with  his  baboon,  which  ke  would  wi^ 
lingTy  have  created  a  corregidor,  had  it  been  in  hli 
power.  I 

An  unlucky  circumstance  fer  me  was,  that  I  bad 
soi^passed  all  the  valets  in  demonstratioos  :of  co»* 
'cem,  that  I  might,  in  so  doing,  make  my  court  to 
my  master;  and  undergone  such  fatigue  in  behalf 
'of  Cupid,  that  I  fell  sick  upon  it,  and  was  seiacd 
with  such  a  violent  fever,  that  1  lost  myaensei, 
and  know  not  how  I  was  managed  for  fifteen  daya;; 
during  which  I  was  in  a  manner  between  iife  and 
death.  This  only  I  know,  that  my  youth  struggled 
so  successfully  against  the  fever,  and  perliaps 
against  the  remedies  that  were  administered,  that 
at  length  I  recovered  my  understanding.  The  first 
use  I  made  of  it  was  to  perceive  that  I  was<  not  in 
kiiy  own  chamber;  and  wanting  to  know  the  reasoi, 
1  asked  it  of  an  bid  woman  who  attendjed  me  7'bkt 
she  replied,  that  I  most  not  sneak ;  for  thephysioiin 
bad  expressly  forbid  it.  When  we  are  in.  gttod 
health,  we  commonly  laugh' at  die  doctor;'  b«^ 
when  we  are  sick,  we  calmly  submit  to  his  prcaeriy 

'  tions. 

1  thought  proper,  therefore,  to  hold  mytongne, 
how  ipuch  soever  I  longed  to  converse  'with  riy 

'  irarse :  and  was  engaged  in  reflections  on  this  sub- 
VoL.  2.  22 
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jcot,  when  two  fpruce  beau*  enteredt  clres«e4  in 
iiel?et|  with  very  fine  ruffled  lineD.  I  imagined 
Aey  were  Xw6  ftoblenoea,  friends  of  my  owiler, 
wfao»  oat  of  contideration  for  bim,  cam^  to  see  ipe. 
Oil  this  Bupposition,  I  made  an  eobrt  to  sit  np,  aii4 
abowed  ny  respect  by  taking  off  my  cap :  but  fojr 
JMintf  laid  tne  all  along  agaiui  and  told  me  thai 
tliete  geatleitieb  were  my  physician  and  apothe- 

The  doctor  coming  to  the  bed-side»  frit  my  pulse, 
cotnMered  my  tount^naoee,  apid  obaerviitg  all  the 
sjrmptome  of  an  immediate  care,  assumed  an  air  af 
trhimphf  as  if  he  bad  greatly  qontributed  to  it,: 
sayfaig  that  there iras  mMbiog  wanting  to  finish  the 
^ork  but  a  put-ge ;  after  wbichi  be  might  boaist  of 
hiving  performed  a  fine  cure.  When  he  bad  spok^ 
thus,  be  made  the  apothecary  write  a  prescijjbtion, 
wUidh  while  he  dictated,  be  viewed  himseli  in  )i 
glass,  ad^ted  his  periwig,  and  made  such  gn* 
macesy  th«t  I  could  not  help  laughing,  in  ^ite  ^f 
tuy  f^eakly  coadilion.  He  then  made  me  a  soIeiDii 
'bow,  and  Ivent  4way,  much  more  engrossed  t>y 
.his  own  figure  than  by  the  medicines  he  had  pre- 
fcribed* 

After  bis  departure,  the  apothecary,  who  bad  not 
icome  thither  for  nothings  prepared  himself  for  do- 
ing something,  which  may  be  easily  guessed:  whe- 
ther be  was  afiaid  that  the  old  woman  could  not 
acqaiit  herself  with  dexterity  enough,  or  wanted  to 
wperate  himself  in  order  to  enhance  the  value  of 
hM  ware ;  but  with  all  biis  address,  I  donH  know 
how  it  happened,  the  <opera^ion  was  scarce  pef- 
Ibrtted,  when  I  restored  to  the  operator  all  that  be 
had  given  ine^  and  left  his' velvet  suit  in  a^ne 
fdckle.  He  Itehed  upoD  this  acci4eat  as  a  mif- 
Artane  aDjfteaoi  td  pharmacy,  and  wiping  hio^sfflf 
with  a  towel,  in  silence,  went  away,  resolving  fo 
make  me  pby  the  scourer,  to  whom  he  was  certam- 
ly  obliged  to  send  his  clothes. 

li(^  returned  next  morning  more  plainly  dressed, 
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Ibiogh  he  had  no  risk  tp  mn  that  day,  in  briftgtii]|( 
the  physic  which  the  doctor  had  prescfibed  thtf 
day  faefcite.  For  I  act  oaiy  feh  myself  mending 
every  mdmeat,  hot  bad  soch  an  avermon,  siaoethe* 
ateoeding  day,  to  physicians  and  apothecaries,  diat 
I'  flven  carsed  the  universities  where  thoee  gend^ 
aMD  receive  the  power  of  slaying  men  with  impu-* 

In  this  disposltiosi,  I  swore  that  I  w^yuld  take  nO' 
Hiove  madietne^  and  wished  Hippocrates  at  tM 
devil,  with  all  hia  gang.  The  apothecary,  irho  did 
aot  Blind  what  became  of  his  coioposidon,  proridetft 
be  was  paid  for  it,  left  it  oo  the  table^  find  retiredl 
without  speaknig  a  word*  I  ordered  the  vtUanoat 
liM&ine  to  be  thrown  ont  at  a  window  hnmediate* 
ly,  being  ao  mudi  prepossessed  against  it,  mat  f 
sfaflald  liiaFe  tboagbt  myself  poisoqed,  had  I  swal^ 
lOfwed  it  To  this  stroke  of  disobedience  I' added 
dnotbar.  I  broke  silence,  and  told  my  nurse^  in 
a>  peremptory  toiie,!tbkt  I  absolutely  insisted  oii 
InoWiog  what  was  become  of  my  master.  The'oM 
tromaiif  who  was  apprehensive  oif  exciting  in  ale  a 
daagetonsemodon,  tboald  she  gratify  mycntioliAyj 
or  rtsdviag,  perhaps,  4o.hni^la  mv  dibtempet  by 
her  obstinacy,  made  no  answer;  bat  I  persisted 
irith  do  macb  passion,  that  she  replied^  at  length, 
f  Sigidor  oavMier,  you  are  now  your  own  master  | 
Cnmit  Galiano  is  gone  back  to  Sicily .*^ 

I  could  not  believe  what  I  heard,  and  yet  therri 
#as  nothing  more  tme.  That  nobleman,  the  very 
aecond  day  of  my  distemper,  fearing  that  I  sboald 
die  at  his  boose,  had  the  generosih^  to  order  me  to 
ke  traaspdrted,  with  my  litde  effects,  to  a  Mred 
eooai,  where  he  had  abandoned  me,  without  eere* 
iMmv,  to  Providence  and  the  care  of  a  nurse.  In 
ihe  interim,  having  received  an  order  from  cout<lj 
ibligiog  him  to  repass  into  Sicily,  be  set  oat  with 
ihbh  preciakation,  that  I  was  not  v>  wach  at 
flmhght  OS;  wliedi^  he  dready   notnbered   m^ 
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wiA  ike  dcmd,  or  that  people  of  qnalhy  mretnm* 
Uad  with  short  tnemoriet. 

My  aurte  iaformed  me  of  all  this ;  and  Kkewiie 
nsoKd  me,  it  was.  she  who  had  called  the  pbyti- 
eiad  and  apothecary,  that  I  might  om  penshlbt 
want  >of  Mslfitance.  These  comfortable  news  tbiew 
me  into  a  profound  reverie.  Adieu,  ray  advau^ 
tagieoas  settlement  in  Sicily  !  my  sanguine  hopeii 
ianeweU  !  ^'  When  any  great  raisfortnae  faappins 
to -you  (says  a  certain  pope,)  examine  yoandf  wett^ 
and  y^n  will  always  perceive  thatk  was^  in  some 
^MMiure,  owing  to  your  own  fault."  No  disparage* 
<ient  to  this  holy  father,  I  canU  see  how  I  contSH 
hlited  to  my  .ojvn  mischance  on  this  occasion* 
. '  When  I  fimnd  the  iattering  chimeras,  with  whicfa 
I  hsMl'  staffed  my  imagination,  vanished,  the  next 
thing  (bat  1  concerned  mywlf  d>o«t  was  my  port* 
isWBfleat,  which  I  ordeved  her  to  bring  to  my  bed* 
Stde^  4hat  I  might  examine  it.  I  sighed,  .when  I 
perceived  it  open,  crying,  Ah!  my.  dear  portman« 
Irftii,  my  .only  consolation  !  you  have  been,  I  sce;^ 
•t  thetitierey  of  strangers*  "  No,  no,  Signior  Gil 
Blaa  /smd  the  old  woman,)  don't  be  uneasy  s  m^ 
thbf  IS  stolen  from  you ;  i  have  protected  jroor 
Vox  as  if  if  bad  been  my  own  honour.'' 
.  I  found  in  it  the  suit  of  clothes  which  I  imd 
when  L  came  into  the  Count's  service,  but  I  looked 
in  vain  for  that  which  the  Messenian  had  ordcved 
to  be  made  for  me.  My  master  had  not  thought 
pmper  to  leave.it  with  me,  or  else  somebody  had 
ttiMe  free  with  it,  during  my  delirium.  All  mj 
alher  ba|^age  remained,  and  even  a  great  lealherw 
puTM  that  contained  my  money,  which  I  reokoned 
twice,  as  I  could  not  at  first  believe  that  .tbeoe 
wl^re  but  fifty  pistoles  remaining  of  two  hundred 
wed  sixty,  that  were  in  it  before  I  fell  sick.  ^'  What 
if  jibe  meaning  of  this,  my  good  mother !  (said  I 
lo  tbs  nurse ;)  my  finances  are  terribly  diminished.'^ 
^'  And  yet  nobody^  except  myself  hath  toaehai 
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tbem  (said  tfa^  old  woman)  and  I  have  been  af  Ira* 
ral  as  possible:  but  sickness  is  very  expensive  j  «•• 
is  always  laying  oat.  Here  (added  the  good  nloi 
th^r,  taking  a  packet  of  papers  oat  of  her  pocket) 
here  is  an  account  of  the  expence^  as  just  ad  thu 
current  coin,  which  will  show  that  I  have  not  emp 
ployed  a  maravedi  amiss."  ' 

I  glanced  over  the  bill,  which  contained-  fifteelt 
or  twenty  pages.  Mercy  upon  me !  what  a  quAoNi^ 
of  poultry  had  been  bought,  while  I  was  out  of  t>y 
senses.  There  was  in  broths  only  to  tbe.umouiil 
6{  twelve  pistoles,  ttt  least.  The  o'.her  af  ticleis  WeW 
answerable  to  this.  It  can't  be  imagined  how  bmcII 
was  laid  out  for  wood,  candles^  water,  abd  breortMi 
Nevertheless,  swelled  as'tbis  acooontwas,  tb^  sum 
total  did  not  exceed  thirty  pistoles/  conseqtientiy 
there  onght  to  be  a  remainder  of  one  bundrtkl  iiad 
eighty.^  This  I  represenled  to  her ;  but  tbe  bet* 
dame,  with  an  air  of  devotion,  began  to  lalM^  aH 
the'  saints  to  witness,  that  there  were  butj  fiMir«€0f4 

Eistoles  in  the  purse,  when  the  Count's  butler  gilve 
eir  the  charge  of  my  portmanteaa.  '^  Wbatissthat 
Voil'  say,  gooidy  f  (cried  I,  with  precipkatiM  f)  mm 
ft  bie  butler  who  put  my  things  into  yobr  hnmdb^ 
«<^WMK>ut  doubt,  itwaa  he  (she  implied} > by  klfe 
tbhen,  that  when  he  gave  me  them,  he  said,  *•  Qobi 
Mother,  when  Signior  Gil  Btas  h  stif,  dou^t  fkilM 
treat  him  with  a  good  funeral^  for4here  is  money 
'enough  in  the  portmanleau  to  answer  theexjjence." 
'  *^Ah,  damned  Neapolitan !  (cried  I)  I  am  nd 
longer  at  a  loss  to  know  bow  my  money  Is  gooit'i 
you  have  swept  it  away,  to  make  yourself-  sone 
^ends  for  the  thefts  I  hindered  yo«  to  comniiti^ 
After  this  apostrophe,  I  thanked  hea^n  thatr  thf 
fcnave  had  not  carried  off  the  whole*  Whatetiir 
reason  I  had,  however,  to  accuse  the  boiler  of  hav^ 
ing  robbed  me,  I  could  net  help  thinking,  tbat<llit 
nurse  might  possibly  have  done  the  deed.  My  s^ 
picion  fell  sometimes  on  one,  sometimes  oi»:;tlii 
other :  bat  it  was  still  the  same  dung  to  me. 
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1  mid  noAing  to  the  old  womta :  I  did  not  •v«q 
•tvU  ^t  the  ardcki  of  her  uncoBscipnable  bill  |  (or 
1  f4iOttld  have  got  DoUiiog  byt  wrangling ;  and 
ewety  one  siiMt  underuaud  hU  trade :  my  resent* 
■Mnl,  therefore,  wai  contented  with  payiog  and 
dbviMiug  her  .three  days  after. 

I  believe,  when  she  went  frop  me,  she  advertised 
Ihe  apothecary  that  she  had  been  dismissed,  and 
ibM  l.iras  well  enough  to  decamp,  without  taking 
mf  leave  of  bim  ^  for  in  a  moment  after  he  came 
lOJMt  quile  oot  of  breathy  und  4>jresented  his  bill, 
im  .vbtch,  asder  names  that  wei?e  utterly  unkoowa 
ll>  flsf ,  altbotJ^h  I  had  been  a  physician,  be  had  set 
«kn¥»  all  the  ppeletuled  medicines  with  which  he 
bud  AiTnisbed  me,  white  I  was  out  of  my  semes. 
TUa  bill  might  be  justly  said  to  have  been  written 
iaAt  true  spirit  of  an  apothecary  i  and  accordingly 
iN  diaputecl  about  |he  payment,  of  it.  I  insisted 
Ml  bil  abatiog  one  half  of  the  sum  be  demanded  < 
boifwore  be  would  not  abate  one  maravedi.  Con? 
•ideringy  however,  that  he  had  to  do  with  a  young 
nrin,  who  might,  give  bim  the  iUp»  by  quitting  Afar 
sMd  that  vety  day.  be  chose  ri^ther  to  be  contented 
Witk  iwhtat  I  ofiereo,  tbiH  iS|  three  times  the  valcif 
«t  his  drugs,  tliaa  to  run  the  risk  of  losii^  the 
Iphole.  I  gave  him  the  money  with  infinite  regret, 
Md  he  itotired  fully  revenged  for  the  sm^U  disgrace 
he  had  siiffered  on  the  day  of  the  clyster. 

.  The  physician  ty peared  almost  at  the  same  tUjoe ; 
An*  those  ailimals  are  always  at  the  tail  of  one  an- 
olher«  I  paid  bim  ibr  his  visiUf  which  had  beef 
wry  numerous,  smd  sent  him  aWay  yery  well  satis^ 
fled*  But  before  he  would  leave  me,  in  order  tp 
prfpue  that  be  had  earned  his  fees,  he  related  aU 
dm  mortal  3ymptom)i  which  be  bad  prevent  ia 
lay  distempei^ :  4  task  he  performed  in  veiy  learned 
Hemty  apd  witli  an  agreeable  air,  though  it  was 
akagdriter  abo^e  tty  Mmprebension.  When  I  bad 
dBspatfhad  him»  I  dMWght  I  had  got  rid  of  ^U  the 
miDistera  of-  the  Fates»    But  I  was  Biisiukep ;  a 
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sturgtOD,  whom  I  bad  never  seen,  entered  mgr  apart* 
ment,  and  having  saluted  me  very  respectftdly^ 
expressed  great  joy  in  seeing  me  out  of  danger,  a 
deliverance  which  (he  said)  he  attributed  to  two 
copious  bleedings  that  he  had  performed,  and  some 
cupping-glasses  which  he  had  the  honour  to  apply. 
This  was  another  feather  to  be  plucked  from  my 
wing :  I  was  fain  to  pay  tribute  to  the  surgeon  also* 
After  so  many  evacuations,  my  purse  became  so 
feeble,  that  it  was  little  better  than  a  lifeless  corpse^ 
so  little  of  the  radical  moisture  remained. 

I  began  to  lose  courage,  when  I  saw  myseL 
relapsing  into  a  state  of  misery.  I  had,  while  'I 
served  my  last  masters,  conceived  too  great  affection 
for  the  conveniences  of  life,  and  could  no  longer, 
as  formerly,  look  upon  indigence  with  the  eye  of  a 
cynic  philosopher.  I  will  own,  however,  that  I 
was  very  much  in  the  wrong,  to  let  myself  fall  a 
prey  to  melancholy.  After  having  so  often  experi- 
enced that  fortune  no  sooner  overthrew  than  she 
raised  me  up  againi  I  ought  to  have  regarded  the 
troublesome  situation  in  which  I  was,  as  another 
introduction  to  prosperity. 
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11X¥  not  having  beard  of  Nunnei  all  this  dme 
surpriied  me  to  much,  that  I  concluded  he  must 
be  in  the  country :  and  as  soon  as  I  could  walk,  I 
went  to  bis  lodgings,  where  I  understood  that  he 
had  actually  gone  to  Andalusia,  three  weeks  b^ 
fore,  with  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia.  One 
morning,  at  waking,  Don  Melchior  de  la  Ronda 
came  into  my  head  ;  and  remertibering  that  I  had 
promised  him,  while  I  was  at  Grenada,  to  visit  his 
nephew,  if  ever  I  should  return  to  Madrid,  I  re- 
solved to  keep  my  promise  that  very  day.  Having 
S>t  a  direction  to  the  house  of  Don  Balthazar  de 
oniga,  I  repaired  thither,  and  asked  for  Signior 
Joseph  Navarro,  who  soon  appeared.  When  I  sa- 
lotecl  him,  he  received  me  politely,  but  coldly^ 
although  I  had  signified  my  name.    I  did  not  know 
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how  to  reconcile  this  frozen  reception  with  the 
character  I  had  heard  of  this  clerk  of  the  kitchen; 
and  was  going  away^  with  a  riesolution  to  save  m j- 
self  the  trouble  of  a  second  visit,  when  all  of  a 
sadden^  assuming  an  open,  smiling  air,  he  cried, 
with  a  good  deal  of  emotion,  *' Ah !  Signior  Gil  Blaa 
de  SantiUane,  pray  pardon  the  reception  I  have 
given  you.  My  memory  had  betrayed  my  inclina* 
tion  :  I  bad  forgot  your  name,  and  litde  thought 
that  you  was  the  cavalier  of  whom  mention  is  made 
in  a  letter  wUch  I  received  from  Grenada,  aboat 
four  months  ago. 

'^  How  rejoiced  am  I  to  see  you !  (added  he, 
throwing  his  arms  about  my  neck,  with  transport) 
My  uncle  Melchior,  whom  I  love  and  honour  as  a 
lather,  conjures  me,  if  perchance  I  should  have  the 
honour  of  seeing  you,  to  treat  you  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  you  was  Us  son ;  and  to  employ,  if 
there  should  be  occasion,  my  own  credit,  and  that 
of  my  friends,  in  your  behalf.  He  has  praised  the 
qualities  of  your  head  and  heart  in  such  terms  as 
would  have  interested  me  in  your  favour,  even  if  I 
had  not  been  engaged  thereto  by  his  recommenda- 
tion. I  beg,  therefore,  that  you  will  look  upon  me 
as  a  man  to  whom  my  uncle  has  imparted,  by  letter, 
all  his  sentiments  with  regard  to  you.  I  offer  you 
my  friendship,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  refuse  me 
yours." 

I  answered  with  that  gratitude  which  I  owed  to 
the  polite  behaviour  of  Joseph  ;  and,  like  people  of 
warmth  and  sincerity,  we  contracted  an  intimacy 
on  the  spot ;  and  I  did  not  scruple  to  disclose  the 
situation  of  my  affairs :  which  he  no  sooner  heard, 
than  he  said,  '*  I  undertake  to  procure  a  place  for 
you ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  don't  fail  to  come  and 
dine  with  me  every  day.  Tou  will  fare  better  here 
than  at  your  eating*house."    The  offer  was  too 

Sreeable  to  a  poor  creature  just  come  out  of  a  fit 
illness,  who  had  been  used  to  good  living,  to  be 
rejected.     I  accepted  the  invitation  therefore,  and 
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recruited  so  well  in  that  family,  that,  in  fifteen 
days,  I  had  the  face  of  a  Bernardine  monk.  MeU 
cliior'f  nephew  seemed  to  make  up  his  pack  rarely; 
but  how  could  it  be  otherwise  r  He  had  three 
strings  to  his  bow ;  was  at  the  same  time  butler, 
steward,  and  clerk  of  the  kitchen :  besides  (our 
friendship  apart,)  I  believe  the  comptroller  of  the 
bouse  and  he  had  a  very  good  understanding  to- 
gether. 

I  was  perfectly  recovered,  when  my  friend  Joseph, 
seeing  me  come  in  one  day  to  dine  as  usual,  made 
op  to  me  with  a  gay  air,  and  said,  ^'  Signior  60 
Bias,  I  have  a  pretty  good  place  in  view  for  you. 
You  must  know  that  die  Duke  of  Lerma,  prime 
minister  of  the  Spanish  crown,  in  order  to  aevote 
himself  entirely  to  affairs  of  state,  entrusts  two 

Srsoas  with  his  own  concern.  Don  Diego  de 
onteser  has  the  care  of  gathering  his  rents ;  and 
bis  household  expence  is  managed  by  Don  Rodrigo 
de.  Calderona.  These  two  men,  in  whom  be  can 
confide,  exercise  their  employments  with  absolute 
authority,  without  the  least  dependence  on  one 
another.  Don  Diego  usually  keeps  in  his  service 
two  stewards  to  receive  the  cash ;  and  as  I  under- 
stood this  morning  that  he  had  dismissed  one  of 
them,  I  have  been  to  ask  the  place  for  you.  Signior 
de.  Monteser,  who  knows  me,  and  of  whose  friend- 
ship I  may  boast,  has  granted  it,  without  any 
difficulty,  on  mv  recommendation  of  your  morals 
ind  capacity.    We  will  go  to  his  house  this  after- 


noon." 


We  went  thither  accordingly.  I  was  very  gra- 
ciously received,  and  installed  in  the  employment 
of  the  steward,  who  had  been  dismissed.  His 
office  consisted  in  visiting  the  farms,  keeping  them 
in  repair,  and  receiving  the  rents :  4n  a  word,  I  was 
concerned  in  the  country  estate,  and  every  month 
^ave  in  my  accounts  to  Don  Diego,  who  examined 
them  with  great  attentiou.  This  was  what  I 
wished ;  although  my  integrity  had  been  so  ill  re- 
YoL.:^.  23 
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paid  by  mj  late  master,  I  was  resolved  to  contimie 
always  in  the  same  path. 

One  day,  having  got  notice  that  a  fire  had  hap- 
pened in  the  castle  of  Lerma,  and  that  more  than 
one  half  of  it  had  been  reduced  to  ashes,  I  went 
thither  immediately  to  take  an  account  of  the 
damage;  and  having  informed  myself  exactly,  upon 
the  spot,  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  fire,  I 
composed  an  ample  relation  of  it,  which  Monteser 
showed  to  the  duke  of  Lerma.  The  minister,  not- 
withstanding the  affliction  he  was  in,  to  hear  such 
bad  news,  was  struck  with  the  relation,  and  could 
not  help  asking  who  was  the  author.  Don  Diego 
not  only  satisfied  him  in  that  particular,  but  also 
spoke  so  much  in  my  favour,  that  his  excellency 
remembered  me  six  months  after,  on  the  occasion 
of  a  story,  which  I  am  going  to  recount,  and  with- 
out which,  perhaps,  I  should  never  have  been  em* 
ployed  at  court.    Here  it  is  : 

At  that  time  there  lived  in  the  street  of  the 
Infantas,  an  old  lady  called  Inesilla  de  Cantarilla, 
whose  birth  was  not  certainly  known.  Some  said 
that  she  was  the  daughter  of  a  lute-maker :  and 
others,  that  her  father  was  a  commander  of  the 
order  of  St.  Jago.  Be  that  as  it  will,  she  was  a 
prodigy.  Nature  bestowed  upon  her  the  singular 
privilege  of  charming  the  male  sex,  during  the 
whole  course  of  her  life,  which  exceeded  seventy- 
five  years.  She  had  been  idolized  by  the  noblemen 
of  the  old  court,  and  saw  herself  adored  by  those 
of  the  new.  Time,  that  spares  not  even  beauty, 
had  exerted  itself  upon  hers  in  vaiu ;  though  be 
had  withered  it,  he  could  not  deprive  her  of  the 
power  to  please :  and  a  noble  air,  an  enchanting 
wit,  and  graces  that  were  peculiar  to  her,  macte 
her  inspire  the  men  with  passion,  even  in  her  old 

age- 
One  of  the  duke  of  Lerma's  secretaries,  called 
Don  Valerio  de  Luna,  a  cavalier  of  five  and  twenty, 
»aw  I^iesilla,  and  fell  in  love  with  her.    He  de- 
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threA  bioiself  m  ibe  aiost  passionate  teno^  aod, 
pursued  hb  (Hrey  with  all  the  fury  that  love  and 
yo«th  caD  iDspire*  The  lady,  who  had  her  reasons 
for  not  complying  with  has  wishes,  did  not  koow 
bow  to  moderate  his  iSame.  One  day,  however,, 
thinking  she  bad  found  the  means,  she  carried  the. 
young  maa  into  her  closet,  and  pointing  to  ^  clock 
that  stood  upon  a  table,  "  You  see,  (said  she)  what 
hour  it  is— on  the  same  day  and  hour  did  I  epmf? 
iolo  the  world,  seventy-five  years  ago ;  apd  do  yon, 
really  think  it  becomes  one  of  my  age  to  be  en- 
gaged in  love  intrigues  f*  Recall  your  reasoii,  tny 
child,  and  stifle  those  semiments  wbdch*  are  so. 
unsuitable  both  to  you  and  me."  At  tbia  sensible 
advice,  the  cavaUer,  who  no. longer  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  reason,  answered  the  lady  with  al 
the  impetuosity  of  a  man  possessed  by  the  moa  / 
violent  emotions,  *<  Cruel  Inesilla !  why  have  ypn 
recourse  lo  nich  frivolous  remonstrances  f  Po  yen 
imagine  that  they  can  change  yon  in  my  ey#ti 
DenH  flatter  yourself  with  such  a  vain  hope. 
While  yoB  are  soRch  as  I  behold  you,  or  while  my 
view  is  fascinated  by  tbe  charm,  I  cannol  cease  tn 
lovie  you.'' — ^<  Well  {hen,  (said  she)  since  yon  asw 
sn  olMtinate  as  to  persist  in  the  resolntioo  of  In* 
isgving  me  with  your  addresses,  my  bonae  shall  be* 
no  longer  open  to  yon*  I  forbid  yon  to,  come  near 
it»  and  desire  to  see  you  no  more." 

Ton  will,  parhaps,  believe,  after  this,  that  Don 
Valerio,  disconcerted  at  what  be  had  beard,  made 
an  honourable  retreat  On  tbe  contrary,  be  became 
still  more  importimate*  Love  produces  tbe  samo 
efllects  in  its  votaries  as  wine  doea  in  dmnkardfc 
The  cavalier  begged,  si^ed,  «ad  ntoking  a  smMen 
transition  from  entreaties  to  rage,  attampled  tq 
enjoy  by  force  what  be  could  not  otherwise  obtaint 
But  the  lady  resisting  with  courage,  cried»  with  an 
air  of  indignation,  <<Hold^  rash,  wretch!  I  will 
soon  bridle  yonr  impetuous  ardonr.  Know  thM 
vou  are  my.  son."  Don  Valerio  was  owfonnM  nt 
M  Vou  II, 
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thete  iroirdt,  which  suspended  the  violence  of  hit 
passion.  Bat  imaginiRg  that  Inesilla  spoke  thos 
oolv  to  be  rid  of  his  solicitations,  he  answered, 
'*Toa  have  invented  that  fable  to  elude  my  de- 
iires/' — *'  No,  no,  (said  she,  interropting  him,)  I 
reveal  a  mystery,  which  I  sboold  always  have 
concealed,  had  not  yon  reduced  me  totbe  necessity 
of  disclosing  it  Six  and  twenty  years  ago,  I  was 
in  love  wkh  Don  Pedro  de  Liuna,  your  father, 
Wfco  was  dien  governor  of  Segovia,  and  you  became 
the  fmit  of  our  mutual  passion.  He  owned  you 
for  his  son,  ga;|^  you  good  education;  and  although 
he  had  not  been  without  other  children,  your  good 
qualities  would  have  det^rained  him  to  leave  you 
a  fortune.  I,  for  my  part,  did  not  forsake  you ;  as 
soon  as  you  began  to  appear  in  the  world,  I  allured 
you  to  my  house,  in  oMer  to  inspire  you  widithat 
polite  behaviour)  which  is  so  necessary  to  a  gallant 
man,  and  which  women  can  only  bestow.  I  did 
more)  I  employed  all  my  credit  to  introduce  you 
into  de  prime  minister's  service.  In  short,  I  have 
interested  myself  for  ydu,  as  I  ought  to  do  for 
8  son.  After  this  declaration,  take  your  own 
measures.  If  you  can  purify  your  sentiments,  and 
look  upon  me  only  as  a  mother,  I  do  not  banish 
you  from  my  sight,  but  will  treat  you  with  all  tlia 
tiftdemess  I'  have  hitherto  preserved ;  but  if  yon 
are  incapable  of  that  effort,  which  both  nature  and 
reas6n  demand,  fly  this  moment,  and  deliver  me 
from  the  horror  of  your  presence." 

While  Inesilla  sqM>ke  in  this  manner,  Don  Valerib 
remained  in  profound  silence.  He  seemed  to  re* 
call  his  virtue,  and  endeavoor  to  vanquish  hfanself ; 
but  he  meditated  another  design,  and  prepared  a 
quite  dtferetet  spectacle  for  his  mother.  Being 
unable  to  console  himself  for  the  insurmountable 
ciMtaele  thait  opposed  his  wishes,  he  basely  yielded 
to  his  despair ;'  be  drew  his  sword,  and  plunged  it 
tit  Ms  own  bosom  ;  punishing  himself  like  another 
Oedipus;  with  this  difference,  that  the  Thebar 
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l^acked  out  US'  own  eyes,  oat  of  grirf  for  having 
committed  the  crime ;  whereas  the  Uastllian  stabbed 
himself,  because  he  coind  not  commit  it. 

The  unhappy  Dbn  Valerio  dtd  qot  die  imm^' 
diately  of  the  blow  he  had  given  himself:  but  had 
dttie  to  repent,  and  asle  pardon  of  heaven,  for 
having  taken  away  his  own'  life.  As  he  left,  by 
bis  de^th,  a  vacancy  in  the  post  of  secretary  to  the 
dnke  of  Lerma;  that  minister,  who  had  not  forgot 
my  account  of  the  fire,  nor  the  good  character  he 
bad  heanil  of  me,  chose  me  to  fill  the  place  of  this 
)Knmg  gendeman.  '^ 
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MovTi^tsB  was  the  person  who  ittformed  m«- 
of  this  agreeable  news,  and  said,  ^'Friend  Oil 
Bias,  though  I  feel  some  reg^t  in  losing  yon,  I 
lo0^e  yon  too  well  net  to  be  overjoyed  at  your' 
succeeding  Don  Valerio.  Yon  will  not  fitU  to*' 
make  a  fine  forCnne,  provided  yon  foHow  two  pieces' 
of  advice  wtiicb  I  have  to  give' you.  •  The  first  is, 
to  appear  so  much  attached  to  his  ezeellency,  that' 
he  shall  never  doobt  of  your  b&itig  endrriy  deviled' 
to  his  win.  And  the  second  n  to  make  yoUr 
court  to  Signor  Don  Rodvigo  de  Galderdnaj'  km 
that  man  moulds  the  mind  of  his  master  like  wax* 
If  you  have  the  ^ood  fortune  to  acquire  the  gtood 
#ill  of  that  favounte  secretary,  you  will  go  a  greal| 
way  in  a  very  little  tim^." 

^*  Signior,  fsaid  I  to  Den  Diego,  after  bsfkigi 
thanked  him  Rir  his  good  advice,)  tell  me,  if  yon 
please,  Don  Rodrigo's  character.  I  have  often 
beard  him  spoke  of,  and  represented  bad  enough  ; 
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Iwt  I  bftvc  DOC  onicb  confidniee  in  tbe  pictam 
wbidi  people  draw  of  tboee  wbo  ha?e  poiti  at 
coort ;  thoogh  sometiiiiei,  I  believet  they  do  nol 
JodLse  amiss.  Prajildlne  then,  what  do  yoatkmk 
of  aignor  Calderona  ?^'— >*<  Ton  ask  me  a  rtry  deli* 
cale  question,  (replied  the  overseer,  with  a  sadrical 
smile ;)  I  would  tell  any  body  hot  you,  wtthoal 
Imitation,  that  he  is  a  very  honourable  gentle- 
man, of  an  unblemished  character.'  But  I  wiU 
deal  more  frankly  with  you ;  for  besides  that  I 
believe  you  a  voung  man  of  discretion,  I  thiqk  it 
my  doty  to  talk  openly  to  you  of  Don  Rodrigo, 
since  I  have  advised  you  to  cultivate  him  with 
care ;  otherwise  I  should  only  oblige  yon  by  halves 
**  I  ou  must  know  then,  that  from  a  simple 
domestic  of  bis  excellency,  when  he  was  only  lion 
Francis  de  Sandoval,*  this  man  has  arrived,  by 
degrees,  at  the  post  of  hb  first  secretary.  Thcte 
never  was  a  prouder  man ;  he  looks  upon  himseh 
as  the  duke  or  Lerma's  colleague ;  and,  at  bottom, 
he  may  be  said  to  share  with  him  the  authority  of 
piim0  minister,  since  he  bestows  posts  and  govern- 
meats  on  whom  he  pleases  to  oblige.  This  the 
public  often  murmurs  at ;  but  be  gives  himself  no 
trotthle  aboat  the  matter :  pre^rided  an  afaur  yields 
him  a  handsome  present,  he  bids  defiance  to  cen- 
sora*  •  You  will  easily  conceive,  from  what  I  havo 
saidt  (added  Don  Dl^go,)  how  you  are  to  behave 
to  such  a  haughty  mortal.''-—*^  Oh  ves !  (said  I) 
laave.tbat  to  me.  It  will  be  very  unlucky  indeed, 
if  I  cannot  gain  his  lavour.  When  one  knows  the 
Aihles  of  a  person  whom  he  wishes  to  please,  he 

*  Frandt  ds  Roxas  de  SandoTsl,  cardioal  aod  duke  of 
Lertea,  grandee  of  Spaia,  by  three  Bereral  claims,  was  cfafef 
ikfourlte  and  prime  minister  to  Phi^tbe  Third,  whom  he 
nsasieed  with  afasoiute  power  many  yeass,  Imt  was  at  last 
dhgraeod,  October  4,  ISIS,  and  died  sevsa  years  aOsr,  ia 
|)is  rf.tuni  unto  ValtedoHd. 


advkntthics  of  gIl  bljus.  M 

fltu^t  be  no  conjoror  if  he  falls  of  sttccesii."-^ 
**  WeH  then  Treplied  Monteser)  I  will  now  preteni 
yon  to  the  dnke  of  Lenna.*' 

We  weilt  inran^iately  to  the  house  of  that  mi^ 
ikist^,  whom  we  fonnd  giving  andience  in  a'greact 
hall,  'where  there  was  more  company  th^n  at  conrti 
Here  I  saw  commanders  and  knights  of  Oalatravti 
and  St  Jag0|  soliciting  for  govemroents  and  yice-^ 
royalties ;  bishops,  who,  being  sickly  at  their  owii 
dioceses,  desirea  to  be  made  archbishops,  only  fof 
the  change  of  aii^ ;  and  some  holy  fathers,  or  thi$ 
order  of  St  Dominic  and  St  Francis,  who  laid 
elaun  to  the  taitre  with  great  humility.  I  likewise 
observed  some  half-pay  officers,  who  acted  the 
same  part  that  captain  ChinchiHa  had  formerly 
performed,  that  is,  spent  all  they  had  in  dancing 
attendance  for  a  pension.  If  the  duke  did  not 
gratify  all  their  desirer,  he  at  least  received  theii^ 
petitions  with  great  afiabOity ;  and  I  percdVedlbfllt 
lie  answered  very  politely  to  those  who  spoke  to 
him. 

We  waited  patiently,  until' he  had  dispatched  all 
these  supplicants :  then  Don  Diego  said  to  him, 
^'  My  lord,  here  is  Gil  Bias  de  SantiUane,  thM 
voung  man  whom  your  exeeOency  has  chos^  ta 
kupply  the  place  of  Don  yaferio.**  At  iiM^ 
Woras  the  Duke,  casting  Us  eyes  upon  me,  said,  iti 
a  ^ry  6bKging  manner,  ^  That  I  bad  alreadv 
merited  it  by  the  services  T  had  done  hito."  m 
afterwards  carried  me  into  his  closet,  to  iKtoohri^ 
whh  meih  private,  or  ratiher,  judge  of  my  under*- 
rtanding  by  my  conversation.  Be  desired  to  Uid# 
^ho  I  was,  tod  the  Oft  I  had  hitberlo  led,  eiUMtii% 
of  me  a  sincere  narration  of  the  whole.  What  a 
detul  was  tiiis  for  me  to  pve  1  There  was  no 
titinUng  of  tIelBng  lies  before  a  prime  nnnister  of 
Spahi,  On  the  other  hand,  T  had  so  many  tUilffi 
to'ieU  %t  the  opedce  of  my  vani^,  that  I  couH 
Biol  resolve  on  a  ffenerat  confession.  How  should 
I  cxirieale  myidf  fiMi  tills  enAarrassmeni?  I  took 
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Ibe  Ksolucioa  of  enbellisbiiiff  tbe  tntfh  in  thoae 
y«rto  where  it  woald  have  o^nded  in  its  naked*- 
nesf ;  but  he  did  not  fail  to  discover  it,  in  spite  of 
•U  my  skill.  *^  Monsieur  de  Santillane,  (said  he 
with  a  smile,  when  I  had  finished  my  story,)  I  see 
ytm  have  been  in  your  time  a  litde  upon  the 
picaro.'**  I  answered,  with  a  blush,  "  Tour  ex- 
celkncy  ordered  me  to  be  sincere,  and  I  have 
obeyed," — "I  am  obliged  to  thee  for  it  (he  re- 
plied f)  go,  my  child,  thoa  hast  come  off  very 
S^ieaply.  I  am  astopished  that  thou  wast  not  un- 
one  by  ill  example.  There  are  many  honest  peo- 
ge  wbo  would  have  turned  great. rog^ues,  had 
rtune  put  them  to  the  same  trials. 
.  ^'Friend  Santillan^  (continued  the  minister) 
forget  thy  past  life ;  and  remember  that  thou  now 
belongest  to  the  king,  in  whose  service  thou  vrilt  be 
employed  for  tbe  future.  Follow  me,  and  I  will 
nwe  thee  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  thy  office." 
Be  carried  me  into  a  litde  closet  adjoining  to  his 
own,  where  I  saw,  upon  shelves,  twenty  thick 
ii^^isters  in  folio.  '{ It  is  here  (said  be)  where  thou 
musit  work.  These  registers  compose  a  dicdonarjr 
of  all  the  noble  families  within  the  kingdoms  and 
nrincipalities  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  Every 
booif  Gontabs,  in  a^habetical  order,  tbe  abridged 
bjslDry  of  every  gendeman ;  in  which  lire  recounted 
the  services  which  he  and  his  ancestors  have  per- 
Iffmed  to  the  state,  asiw'ell  as  the  affairs  of  bopour 
in  which  they  have  been  engaged..  There  is  alsp 
ii;iention  made  of  their  fortune,  their  morals,  and^ 
in. a  word,^  of  all  their  gpod  and  \>«4  qualides :  so 
tlbat,^  when  tht^  come; to  solicit  favours  at  cour^  I 
fe^^  vfifh  one  glance  of  my  eye,  whether  or  not 
they  deserve  jlbem.  That  I  may  have  an  exact 
information  of  sJI  these  things^  I  have  pensionaries 
every  where,  who  tak^  oare  to  get  good  mte]ligence» 
which  they  transmit  ^o  me^.in  writing;  but  as  their 
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nemcriak  are  often  difibse,  and  %t^Eei  #itb  pro»* 
vkieial  modes  of  expression,  tbey  must  be  rendered 
more  concise,  and  the  diction  polished ;  because 
his  majesty  sometimes  orders  these  registers  to  hi 
read  to  him.  In  tius  work,  which  requires  a  per4 
spicuous  style,  I  will  employ  thee  lUs  very  mo* 
ment." 

So  saying,  he  took  out  of  a  port-folio,  full  of 
papers,  a  memorial,  which  he  putinto  my  haqd; 
and  went  out  of  my  closet,  leaving  me  at  liberty 
to  perform  my  coup  d'essai,  I  read  the  piece^ 
which  seemed  not  only  stuffed  with  barbarons 
terms  but  even  filled  with  indecent  passion ;  though 
it  had  been  composed  by  a  mcmk  in  the  towit  of 
Solsona*  He  there  tore  to  pieces,  without  mercy,  a 
good  Catalonian  family;  and  Grod  knows  if  he  spoke 
truth  :  it  looked  so  much  like  a  scandalous  fibelj 
that  I  at  first  made  some  scruple  of  working  upon 
it }  being  afraid  of  making  myself  an  accomplice'ia 
the  calumny.  Nevertheless,  novice  as  I  was  at 
court,  I  went  on,  at  the  hasard  of  his  reverenced 
soul ;  and  placing  all.  the  iaiquity|:if  there  waaany 
in  the  case,  to  his  account,  began  to  dishonour,  in 
good  Castilian  phrases,  two  or  three  generations  of 
honest  men,  perhaps. 

I  had  already  finished  four  or  five  pages,  when 
the  Duke,  impatient  to  kfiow  how  i  performed, 
returned  and  said,  "  Santillane,  shew  me  what  thou 
hast  done ;  for  I  long  to  see  it :  at  the  same  time, 
throwing  his  eyes  npon  my  work,  he,  read  the 
beginning  with  great  attention :  and  seemecjl  sq  veQ 
satisfied,  that  1  was  surprised  at  his  conjviendatigii, 
'<  Prepossessed  as.I  was  in  thy  favour  (sa44  k^t)  1 
confess  thou  hast  surpassed  mv  expectation  :  Uipu 
wrslest  not  only  with  all  the  clearness  anddistinc* 
don  that  I  desiwd,  but  thy  style  is  also  spirited 
and  fasyt/thonjostifiest  the  choice  I  have  ma^e  pf 
thy  pen,  and  consolest  me  for  the  loss, of  thy.  pre- 
decessor.'' He  anrald  not  have  confined  xt^y  eu^ 
Bmm  to  this,  had  ht  not  been  interrnpi^  by  thf 
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avrnrd  ot  Ik  nephew  the  Covnt  de  Lenot,  whem 
hitelwelleiiej  embraced  aeverel  times,  end  received 
im  mch  a  Manner  as  gave  me  to  understand  that  he 
k^ed  htm  with  a  tender  affection.  They  shot 
tbemaelves  op  together,  to  talk  in  private  of  a  iamilj 
nAdr,  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  in 
the/ sequel;  and  with  which  the  minister,  at  thai 
time,  seemed  to  be  more  engrossed  than  with  the 
business  of  tlie  kii^^ 

While  they  wene  engaged  together,  I  heard  the 
dock:  strike  twelve;  and  as  1  knew  that  the  se<> 
ctetaries  and  clerks  quitted  their  offices  at  that 
hoor,  to  go  and  dine  somewhere,  I  left  my  per^ 
fermanee,  and  went  ovt^  not  with  a  view  of  going 
to  Monteser's  house,  for  he  bad  already  paid  my 
appointasents,  aid  I  had  taken  my  leave  of  him, 
boc  lo  the  most  fiunons  ordinary  at  the  court  end  of 
tiie  tows :  a  common  eating-hoiise  wonld  not  now 
serve  mv  turn*  Rememb^  that  thon  nciw  be^ 
longest  to  the  king.  These  words  which  the  duke 
had  pronounced  were  seeds  of  ambition  that  eveiy 
Instant  spmng  np  in  my  sonL 
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I  WAS  at  gmn  pains,  when  I  entered,  to  let  the 
landlord  know  that  I  was  secretaiy  to  die  prirnt 
iltiiilite^ ;  nnd,  in  that  quality,  I  did  not  know  whnt 
to  order'for  liiy  dfamert  i  wasaJGraid  of  betpeduw 
somethiiig  that  ntight  sttlrour  of  parsimony,  and 
therefore  Imde  him  dress  irfiat  he  himself  shoold 
think  prl^.  Acc<^ingly  he  regaled  me  in  n 
suttipcooos  mahder,  and  I  was  served  with  maika 
of  mfiect,  whkh  gave  me  stiH  more  ploasara  tfaau 
tK  ^Md  ebeer.  When  the  bill  was  brought,  I 
ftrew  a  piMde  npdtt  tiie  tabiei  leading  to  ikm 
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vakers  niDe  fourth  of  it  at  least ;  for  so  much  m* 
matned  over  and  above  the  reckoniDg*  After 
which,  I  strutted  away  with  such  gestures  as  shewe4 
diat  I  was  mighty  well  pleased  with  my  pwj^ 
person. 

About  tweoty  yards  from  hence,  there  was  a 
large  house,  in  which  noblemen  that  were  strangers 
cOBsmonly  lodged.  Here  I  hired  an  apartment, 
consisting  of  five  or  six  rooms  handsomely  fiur- 
nashlNl,  as  if  I  already  enjoyed  two  or  three  thon- 
sand  ducats  a  year ;  and  even  paid  the  first  month 
per  advance.  Afterwards,  returning  to  work,  I 
spent  the  whole  afternoon  in  continuing  what  I  had 
begun  in  the  morning.  There  were  two  more 
secretaries  in  a  closet  next  to  mine ;  but  they  only 
transcribed  what  the  Duke  gave  them  to  copy. 
With  these  I  contracted  an  acquaintance  that  very 
evening  when  we  went  out  together  ;  and,  in  ordes 
to  gain  their  friendship  the  sooner,  carried  them 
to  my  tawem,  where  I  ordered  for  supper  the  best 
dishes  in  season,  with  the  most  delicate  wines. 

We  sat  down  together,  and  began  to  converse 
with  more  gaiety  than  wit;  for  to  do  justice  to  my 
guests,  I  soon  perceived  that  they  did  not  owe  to 
their  genios  the  places  which  they  possessed.  They 
weoe  connoisseurs,  indeed,  in  die  di&rent  kinds 
of  hand-writmg;  but  they  bad  not  tbe  least  ,tincU>re 
of  univerai^  education. 

To  make  amends  for  this,  they  understood  dieir 
own  little  interest  to  admiration  ;  and  were  not  so 
much  intoucated  with  the  honour  of  serving  the 
prime  minister,  but  that  they  complained  of  their 
itenation.  "  We  have  (said  one  of  them)  already 
exerosed  our  employment  five  months  at  our  owo 
estpence,  without  touching  one  farthing ;  aod| 
which  is  worse,  our  appointments  are  not  rer 
gohkited ;  nor  do  we  know  upon  what  footing  we 
are." — "  As  for  my  part  (said  the  other)  I  would 
wish   all   my  heait  put  up  with  twenty  stnpes, 

iualead  o(  appciiatmeBU,  to  he  allowed  the  liberqr 
M  a  Vol.  II.  IS 
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of  engaging  myself  elsewhere ;  for  I  dare  Ml 
retire  on  my  own  accord,  nor  demand  my  di»* 
mission,  after  the  secrets  with  which  I  have  been 
btmsted ;  eke  I  might  chance  to  visit  the  tower 
of  Segovia,  or  casde  of  Alicant" 

**  How  do  yoo  make  shift  to  live  then  f  (said  I  to 
them :)  I  soppose  yoo  have  fortunes  of  yoar  own/' 
They  answered  they  had  very  little  money  }  bvt, 
luckily  for  them,  they  lodged  at  the  house  of  an 
honest  widow,  who  gave  them  credit  tor  their 
board,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  pistoles  a  year 
from  each.  All  this  discourse,  of  which  I  did  not 
lose  one  word,  dissipated  in  an  instant  the  fume» 
<^my  pride  :  I  concluded,  that  no  more  considera^ 
tion  would  be  paid  to  me  than  to  others;  conse- 
quently, I  had  no  cause  to  be  so  much  charmed 
with  my  post,  which  was  not  quite  so  substantial 
as  I  had  imagined  ;  and  that,  in  short,  I  couU  not 
be  too  frugal  of  my  purse.  These  reflections 
cured  me  of  my  extravagance.  I  began  to  repent 
of  having  invited  my  fellow-secretaries ;  wished  the 
repast  at  an  end  ;  and  when  the  bill  was  brought, 
disputed  with  the  landlord  on  every  article. 

Afy  friends  and  I  parted  at  midnight ;  because 
I  did  not  press  them  to  stav  longer.    They  went 
home  to  their  widow,  and  I  to  my  superb  apart- 
ment, which  I  was  now  mad  with  myself  for  having 
hired ;  and  which  I  firmly  resolved  to  leave  at  the 
month's  end.     It  was  to  no  purpose  for  me  to  lie 
down  on  a  ffood  bed;  my  anxiety  banished  all 
repose ;  and  I  passed  the  night  in  contriving  means 
df  being  paid  by  his  majesQr  for  my  work.    I 
stuck,  on  this  occasion,  to  Monteser's  advice,  and 
rose  with  a  resolution  of  going  to  pay  my  respects 
to  Don  Rodrigo  de  Calderona.     I  was  in  a  very 
proper  disposition  to  appear  before  such  a  proud 
man,  because  I  found  I  bad  occasion  for  bis  pro- 
tection. 

I  repaired  then  to  the  secretary,  whose  lodging 
communicated  with  that  of  the  Duke  of  Lenna« 
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mA  even  equalled  it  in  magnificence :  by  the  for* 
■itnre,  it  woold  have  been  a  difficult  matter  tc 
distinguish  the  master  from  the  man.  I  sent  ir 
my  name,  as  the  successor  of  Don  V alerio ;  bnt| 
for  all  that,  I  waited  in  the  anti-chamber  upwards 
of  an  hour.  **  Mr.  New  Secretary  (said  I  to  myself 
at  this  juncture)  have  a  litde  patience,  if  yon 
please :  I  find  you  must  dance  attendance  yourself, 
before  you  make  other  people  do  so."  The  cham- 
ber-door being  opened  at  length,  I  entered,  and 
advanced  towards  Don  Rodrigo,  who  having  just 
finished  a  billet-doux  to  his  charming  Sirena,  was 
putting  it  into  Pedrillo's  bands.  1  had  never 
appeared  before  the  Archbishop  of  Grenada,  the 
Count  GaKano,  nor  even  the  prime  minister,  so 
respectfully  as  I  presented  mvself  to  the  eyes  of 
Signior  de  Calderona,  whom  1  saluted  with  a  bow 
to  the  very  ground,  begging  his  protection  in  such 
submissive  terms,  that  I  cannot  remember  them 
without  a  blush.  My  meanness  would  have  turned 
o  my  prejudice,  in  the  opinion  of  a  real  gentie* 
man ;  but  he  was  pleased  with  my  groveling  be- 
haviour, and  assured  me,  obligingly  enough,  that 
he  would  let  slip  no  opportunity  of  doing  me 
service. 

I  thanked  him  with  great  demonstrations  of  leal 
for  his  favourable  sentiments  of  me ;  and  having 
vowed  eternal  attachment  to  him,  took  my  leave 
for  fear  of  incommoding  him ;  and  begged  he  would 
excuse  me,  if  I  had  interrupted  him  in  his  im- 
portant afiairs.  As  soon  as  I  bad  acted  this  mean 
part,  I  went  to  my  office,  where  I  finished  the  task 
which  had  been  imposed.  The  Duke,  who  did  not 
foil  to  come  thither  in  the  morning,  was  no  less 
pleased  with  the  end  than  he  had  been  with  the 
beginning  of  my  work ;  and  said,  '*  This  is  ex- 
tremely well :  write  as  well  as  thou  canst  this 
abridged  history  in  the  register  of  Catalonia :  after 
which,  thou  sbalt  take  another  information  out 
of  the    portrfoUo,  and   manage  it  in  the  aaaa 
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BMliiMr.''  I  hold  a  pretty  loog  cmsfenaAm  ulik* 
hif  excellency,  And  was  charncd  with  hit  matt* 
MBS  and  familiarity  of  behavtoar.  What  a  dit^ 
fereoce  was  there  between  bim  and  Calderemi 
They  were  two  figures  strongly  contrasted. 

I  dined  diat  day  ia  ao  eating-house  for  a  modeiats 
expence;  and  resolved  to  go  thither  incognito 
every  evenings  until  I  should  see  the  effect  of  my 
coDipiaisance  and  servility.  I  had  OMNiey  saffident 
to  maintain  roe  three  months,  during  which  I  le* 
solved  to  work  at  a  venture;  proposing,  as  the 
shortest  fioUtes  are  the  least  prejudicial,  to  abandoo 
the  court  and  all  its  tinsel,  if  I  should  receive  no 
salary  before  the  expiration  of  that  term.  This, 
therefore,  was  my  plan.  I  spared  nothing,  dnrtog 
two  months,  to  please  CaUerona ;  but  he  took  so 
little  notice  ^  my  endeavours,  that  despairing  o* 
saccess,  I  changed  my  conduct  towards  him ;  and 
exerted  mysdf  wholly  in  profiting  by  those  mo 
meats  c^  conversation  which  I  had  with  the  dnke. 
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'AvrsouaH  his  grace,  to  nse  the  expreasioii, 
only  just  iippeared  before  me,  and  vanished  again, 
every  day,  1  insensibly  rendered  myself  so  agree- 
aUe  to  his  excellency,  that  he  said  to  me  one 
aAemoM,  '^  Heark'e,  Gil  Bias,  I  like  thy  dispasi- 
tion  and  understanding,  and  have  a  regard  for  thee 
accordingly.  Thou  art  a  zealoas,  faithfal  youqg 
fellow,  extremely  intelligent  and  discreet;  so  thsS 
I  don't  think  \  shall  misplace  my  confidence,  if  I 
bestow  it  upon  thee."  I  threw  myself  on  my 
ksiees,  when  I  heard  these  words ;  and  after  having 
respecSfoUy  kissed  one  of  his  hands,  which  he  facid 
out  40  raise  me  up,  answered,  ^*  Is  it  posuUe,  theOt 
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4lHlt  your  excellency  can  deign  t0  bidaour  me  witk 
«ocb  exlraopdinary  favour  i  What  tecrel  eoenriet 
will  yoor  goodneta  raise  up  against  me !  Bnt  thtie 
is  only  one  man  whose  hatred  I  dread,  and  that  is 
Don  Rodrigo  de  Calderona." 

.  '^  Thou  hast  nothing  to  apprcdicnd  from  that 
quarter  (neplied  the  Duke :)  I  know  CaUerona ; 
he  has  been  attached  to  me. from  his  infancy ;  and 
I  may  venture  to  say,  his  sentiments  are  so  con«> 
formable  to  mine,  that  he  caresses  those  whom  I 
love,  and  hates  those  wiio  disoblige  me :  instead 
«f  dreading  his  aversion,  thou  mayest,  on  the  con* 
trary,  depend  upon  his  friendship."  By  this,  I 
eould  plainly  perceive,  that  Signtor  Don  Rodrigo 
'  was  a  cunning  rogae,  who  had  got  possession  of 
his.excelleticy's  soul;  and  that  I  could  not  be  to« 
cantioaa  with  him.  '^  To  begin  (added  the  Duke) 
with  putting  thee  in  possession  <tf  my  confidence,  I 
will  disclose  to  thee  a  design  which  I  have  jaro* 
jeqted;  lbr.it  is  necessiiry  that  thou  shouldat  fat 
informed  of  it,  that  thou  mayest  acquit  thyself  the 
better  of  (he  commissions  in  which  I  intend  to 
employ  thee.  I  have  a  long  dme  beheld  rajT 
authority  in  general  respected,  my  decisions  blindly 
followed^  and  commissions,  employments,  govenn 
ments,  viceroyalties,  and  benefices,  disposed  «^ 
according  to  my  wish.  I  may  be  said  to  reign  in 
Spain ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  push  roy  fortune 
iartlier  :  but  I  would  secure  it  against  the  storms 
tliat  begin  to  threaten  me ;  and,  for  that  efi*ectf 
want  to  have  my  nephew,  the  count  de  Lomos,  lor 
my  successor  in  the  ministry." 

Here  the  Duke,  observing  that  I  was  ertremely 
surprised  at  what  I  heard,  said  :  '^  I  see  your 
surprise,  Santillane :  you  think  it  very  strange  thai 
I  should  prefer  my  nephew  to  my  own  son,  the 
Duke  d'Uzeda  :  but  you  must  know,  that  this  laH 
has  too  narrow  a  genius  to  fill  my  place  :  besides,  I 
am  his  enemy  :  he  has  found  the  secret  of  being 
agreeable  to  die  kitig,  who  wants  to  make  him- his 
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iivoofile ;  mkI  this  is  what  I  cannot  bear.  The 
AtTcnur  of  a  soveragn  is  like  the  possession  of  a 
woman  wbon  we  adore :  a  piece  of  happiness  o^ 
which  we  are  so  jealoas,  that  we  cannot  resolve  to 
share  it  with  a  rival,  however  connected  to  as  by 
the  ties  of  blood  and  friendship. 

**  I  now  disclose  to  thee  (cdntinaed  his  grace) 
the  very  bottom  of  my  soul.  I  have  already  at- 
tempted to  ruin  the  Duke  dITteda  with  his  ma- 
jesty ;  and  as  I  could  not  succeed,  I  have  changed 
my  battery.  I  design  that  the  Count  de  Lemos 
shall  insinuate  himself  into  the  good  graces  of  the 
Prince  of  Spain.  Being  genUeman  of  his  bed- 
chamber, he  has  an  opportunity  of  talking  with 
him  every  moment ;  and  besides  that  he  does  not 
want  wit,  I  know  a  sure  method  for  him  to  suc- 
ceed in  that  enterprise.  By  this  stratagem,  I  will 
oppose  my  nephew  to  my  son,  and  breed  a  divi- 
sion between  the  two  cousins,  which  will  oblige 
them  both  to  court  my  support,  the  awe  of  which 
will  keep  them  submissive  to  my  will.  This 
(added  be)  is  my  scheme  ;  and  thy  asristance  will 
be  very  serviceable  to  me :  for  I  will  always  send 
thee  to  the  Count  de  Lemos,  and  thou  shalt  report 
from  him  whatever  he  shall  have  occasion  to  im- 
part." 

After  this  confidence,  which  I  regarded  as  ready 
money,  I  no  longer  felt  any  disquiet  *'  At  length 
(said  I  to  myself)  I  am  under  the  spout ;  a  shower 
of  gold  will  certainly  rain  upon  me  ;  for  it  is  im- 
possible but  that  the  confidant  of  the  man,  who, 
by  way  of  excellence,  is  called  the  great  pillar  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  should  be  in  a  very  short 
time  loaded  with  wealth."  Full  of  such  agreeable 
hope,  I  saw  with  indifierence  my  poor  purse  giving 
Dp  the  ghost 
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CROFTER  V. 


The  minister's  affection  for  me  was  soon  per- 
ceived; for  be  affected  to  give  marks  of  it  in 
public^  giving  me  the  charge  of  his  port-folio, 
which  be  used  to  carry  in  his  own  hand  to  council. 
This  aoveltyy  making  people  look  upon  me  as  a 
small  favourite,  excited  the  envy  of  several  per- 
sons ;  and  was  the  occasion  of  my  receiving  a  great 
deal  of  court  holy  water.  My  two  neighbours, 
the  secretaries,  were  not  the  last  in  complimenting 
me  upon  my  approaching  greatness;  and  they 
invited  me  to  sup  at  their  widow's,  not  so  much 
in  return  for  my  treat,  as  with  a  view  to  engage 
me  in  their  behalf  for  the  future.  I  was  welcomed 
every  where;  even  the  haughty  Don  Rodrigo 
changed  his  behaviour  to  me,  and  now  called  me 
nothing  but  Signtor  de  SantiUane ;  though,  before 
that,  be  only  favoured  me  with  You,  always 
omitting  the  term  Signior.  He  loaded  me  with 
civilities,  especially  when  he  thought  our  patron 
might  observe  him :  but  I  assure  you  he  had  no 
fool  to  deal  with ;  I  answered  all  his  kindness  with 
equal  politeness;  and  the  more  so,  the  more  I 
hated  him  in  my  heart :  an  old  courtier  could  not 
have  excelled  me  in  this  particular. 

I  likewise  accompanied  my  Lord  Duke  to  court, 
whither  he  commonly  went  three  times  a-day.  In 
the  morning,  he  entered  his  majesty's  bed-chamber 
as  soon  as  he  was  awake ;  and,  kneeling  by  the  bed- 
side, discoursed  of  those  things  that  were  to  be 
done  in  the  day ;  having  also  dictated  to  his  master 
what  was  to  be  said,  he  retired;  and  returned 
immediately  after  dinner,  not  to  talk  on  state 
affairs,  but  to  converse  on  entertaining  subjects, 
and  regale  the  king  with  all  the  merry  adventures 
yrhich  happened  in  Madrid,  and  of  which  he  was 
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always  very  early  lafornied.    Last  of  all,  he  Tmied 
him  for  the  third  time  in  the  evening,  when  he 

Eve  sttch  an  account  as  he  tboagfit  proper  of  what 
bad  done  through  the  day,  and  in  a  careless 
manner  asked  his  majes^'s  orders  for  to-morrow 
While  he  was  with  the  king,  I  remained  in  the 
anti-chamber,  where  I  saw  people  of  quality,  de^ 
voted  to  the  idol  Favour,  court  my  conversation, 
and  think  themsrives  happy,  if  I  entered  into  dis- 
coarse  with  them.  How,  after  tbisi  could  I  help 
tbiaking  myself  a  man  of  consequence !  There  are 
a  great  many  at  court  who  have  the  same  opinioa 
of  themselves,  upon  |i  much  more  slender  Ibunda*- 
tion« 

One  day,  I  had  still  more  food  for  my  vanity : 
the  King^  to  whom  the  Duke  had  spoke  very  mi^ 
vantageously  of  my  style,  was  very  curious  to  se^ 
a  specimen  of  it.  Upon  which,  his  excellettey 
made  me  take  up  the  Catalonian  register,  ano 
carrying  me  into  the  presence,  ordered  me  to  read 
the  first  story  which  I  had  abridged.  If  I  was  nr. 
first  disturbed  by  the  presence  of  the  Prince,  I  was 
soon  composed  by  that  of  the  minister ;  and  read 
my  performance,  which  his  majesty  heard  with 
pleasure.  He  expressed  his  satisfaction,  and  eveli 
recommended  me  to  the  minister's  protection. 
This  did  not  at  all  diminish  the  pride  of  my  heart; 
and  the  conversation  which  1  had  a  few  days  after 
with  the  Count  de  Lemos  quite  filled  my  head  with 
the  ideas  of  ambitioti.  I  went  to  this  nobleman 
from  his  uncle,  and  finding  him  at  the  Prince'^ 
court,  presented  to  him  a  letter  of  credentials ;  in 
which  the  Duke  told  him,  that  he  might  open 
himself  to  me,  as  to  one  who  was  perfectly  weH 
acquainted  with  their  design,  and  chosen  by  him 
as  their  common  messenger.  The  Count  having 
read  this  billet,  conducted  me  into  a  room,  and 
having  locked  the  door,  spoke  in  this  manner: 
**  Since  you  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  Duke  of 
Lerma,  I  don't  doubt  that  you  deserve  it    and  I 
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ought  to  tnake  no  difficulty  in  giving  yon  miiH!^ 
also.  Tou  must  know  then,  that  matters  go  oii 
stHitimingly.  •  The  Prince  of  Spain  distinguishei 
ibe  from  all  the  noUemen  who  are  personalijr  at* 
tofhed  to  him,  And  who  stndy  to  please  him.  I 
bad  this  morning  a  private  conversation  with  hint, 
hi  which  he  seemed  chagrined  at  seeing  himsi^M^ 
thrdngfa  the  king's  avarice,  unable  to  follow  the 
dictates  of  his  generous  heart,  or  even  to  spettd 
like  a  prince.  On  tbisr  occasion,  I  did  Aot  fhil  to 
lament  his  situiition ;  and  profiting  by  the  oppor^ 
tdnity,  promised  to  bring  a  thousand  pistaies  to 
Mm  at  his  levee  to->mbrrow,  as  an  earnest  of 
fl^reater  sums  which  I  have  undertaken  to  furnish 
nim  with  in  a  very  little  tim^.  He  wtis  charmed 
with  my  promise;  and  I  am  certain  of  captivatifig 
his  favour,  if  I  keep  my  word.  Gb  and  tell  these 
dirirumstancc^s  to  my  tiilcle,  and  return  hi  th« 
evening,  to  inform  me  of  his  sentiments  of  th<^ 
iliatter." 

I  quitted  the  Count  dc  Lemos  immediately,  and 
went  back  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  who,  on  my 
report,  sent  to  Calderona  for  a  thousand  pistoles, 
Which  he  gave  me  to  -carry  in  the  evening  to  th0 
Coutit.  This  I  performed ;  saying  to  myself,  *'  Oho! 
f  tiow  see  plainly  what  the  infallible  method  H 
which  the  minister  .takes  to  succeed  in  his  enter-^ 
pthe :  upon  my  soul !  he  is  in  the  right ;  and,  to 
M  appearance,  these  prodigalities  will  not  ruin  hii 
fortune:  I  can  easily  guess  from  whose  cofiers 
these  pistoles  are  taken;  but  after  all,  it  is  but 
feasonable  th^t  the  father  should  maintain  the  sOn.** 
The  Count  d^  Liemos,  when  we  parted,  tM  ^ofUy^ 
*'  Farewell,  dear  confidant :  the  Priiice  of  Spain  H 
a  Ihtle  aftiorous :  you  and  I  must  have  a  contel^iic^ 

00  that  subject  one  of  these  days :  I  foresee  that  t 
ihflU  have  occasion  for  your  dexterity  very  Soon.'* 

1  came  home  musing  on  these  words,  which  wer^ 
tiot  at  all  ambiguous,  and  which  filled  me  with 
ioy.    **  The  devil!  (said  I)  I  am  just'on  the  eve  of 
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kcomiiig  Mercury  to  the  heir  ef  tbe  kingdom.^ 
I  did  Dot  examine  into  tbe  goodness  or  badness  of 
the  office;  tbe  quality  of  tbe  gallant  laid  my  virtue 
asleq[».  What  glory  was  it  for  me  to  be  made 
■linister  of  pleasure  to  a  great  prince  I  *^  Softly, 
Mr.  Gil  Bias,  (some  folks  will  say,)  tbe  business 
was  only  to.  make  you  deputy-minister."  I  own  it: 
but  at  bottom  tbe  honour  of  both  these  posts  is 
equal,  tbe  difference  lies  in  the  profits  only. 

While  I  executed  these  noble  coromissioos,  ad- 
vancing every  day  farther  and  farther  in  the  good 
graces  of  the  prime  minister,  with  such  enchanting 
hopes,  how  happy  should  I  have  been,  if  ambiuoo 
had  secured  me  from  tbe  cravings  of  hunger !  More 
than  two  months  had  elapsed  since  I  had  quitted 
my  magnificent  apartment,  and  hired  a  small 
chamber  very  firugally  furnished.  Although  this 
gave  me  tome  pain,  as  I  came  out  early  in  the 
morning,  and  did  not  go  home  to  bed  before  night 
I  bore  my  fortune  patiently.  The  whole  day  I 
appeared  upon  my  theatre,  that  iS|  in  tbe  Duke's 
bouse,  and  played  the  part  of  a  man  of  consequence: 
but  when  I  had  crept  up  into  my  garret,  my  im- 
portance vanished,  and  nothing  remained  but  poor 
Gil  Bias  without  money;  and,  which  is  worse, 
without  any  thing  that  could  fetch  it.  Though  I 
had  not  been  too  proud  to  discover  my  necessity 
to  any  body,  I  did  not  know  one  person  that  could 
assist  me,  except  Navarro,  whom  I  had  neglected 
so  much,  since  I  turned  courtier,  that  I  had  not 
assurance  enough  to  make  application  to  his  friend- 
ship. I  had  been  obliged  to  sell  all  my  clothes 
piece-meal,  except  those  for  which  I  had  absolute 
occasion.  I  went  no  more  to  the  eating-house, 
because  I  had  not  wherewithal  to  pay  my  ordinary. 
How  did  I  make  shift  then  to  subsist.^  Every  morn- 
ing, a  little  bread  and  wine  was  brought  into  our 
offices  for  breakfast :  this  was  all  that  the  minister 
allowed :  this  was  all  I  ate  through  the  day :  and  I 
generally  went  supperless  to  bed. 
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Sach  was  the  ntQation  of  a  man  who  tbonc  at 
court,  and  who  was  more  properly  an  object  of 
compassion  than  envy.  Nevertheless,  I  could  no 
longer  sustain  the  weight  of  my  misery ;  and  al 
length  determined  to  disclose  it,  with  address,  to 
the  Duke  of  Lerma,  as  soon  as  an  opportunity 
flbonld  ofier.  Happily  for  me,  I  found  an  occasion 
at  the  Escnrial,*  whither  the  King  and  the  Prince 
maired,  some  days  after  I  had  come  to  this  fe« 
soiutioiL 


CHAPTER 


Wbils  the  King  was  at  the  Escurial,  be  de- 
frayed the  expence  of  every  body ;  so  that  there  I 
did  not  feel  where  the  shoe  pinched :  I  lay  in  a 
wardrobe,  just  by  the  bed-chamber  of  the  Duke; 
who  one  morning,  rising  as  usual  at  break  of  day, 
made  me  take  some  papers  and  a  standish,  and 
follow  him  into  the  palace  garden.  We  went  and 
sat  down  under  a  tuft  of  trees,  where  I  put  myself, 
by  his  order,  into  the  posture  of  a  man  wridng  on 
the  crown  of  his  hat ;  while  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
paper,  which  he  pretended  to  read ;  so  that,  at  a 
aistance,  we  seemed  busy  in  very  serious  affairs, 
though  all  the  while  we  talked  of  nothing  but 
trifles. 


*  Escurial,  a  royal  palace  about  rix  leagues  from  Madrid, 
huQt  by  Philip  the  Secood,  Kug  of  Spain ;  who  in  his  life- 
time expended  no  less  than  5^70,000  ducats  in  finishing 
and  adorning  this  magnificent  work.  Here  too  is  a  chapel 
in  which  are  the  tombs  of  aO  the  Spanish  monareht,  from 
Charles  V.  to  the  present  time. 
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Fbr  th«  tpttce  of  an  boiuv  I  htd  difeitai  \m 
tkcrllency  with  all  the  BalHei  diat  my  good  bumoar 
toald  affofdf  when  two  magpies  perching  on  the 
tteet  ander  which  we  sat,  began  to  chatter  hi  soch 
a  nofsy  manner,  as  attracted  onr  attention/  '^  These 
birds  fsaid  the  Dnke^  seem  to  scoM  one  another : 
1  should  be  very  i^lao  to  know  the  cause  at  thar 
qnarrel."^^**  My  lord  (said  I,)  ymir  cariosity  poti 
me  in  mind  of  an  Indian  fiible,  which  I  have  read 
in  Piipay,  or  some  other  author  of  that  kind*"  The 
minister  desired  to  hear  it,  and  I  recounted  it  in 
these  words. 

**  Heretofore  a  good  monarch  reigned  in  Persia, 
whose  genins  being  not  quite  extensive  enough  to 
govern  his  kingdom  of  himself,  he  left  that  care  to 
bis  grand  vitier^^  Atalmacj  a  man  of  superior  capa- 
city, who  supported  the  weight  of  that  vast  mo- 
narchy without  stooping,  and  maintained  it  in  pro- 
finind  peace.  Be  had  even  the  art  of  making  the 
iroval  authority  loved,  as  well  as  feared  ;  and  the 
suqjeets  enjoyed  an  affectionate  father  in  a  visier, 
who  was  faithful  to  his  prince.  Atalmuc  had, 
among  his  secretaries,  a  young  Cachemirian  called 
Zean^ir,  whom  he  loved  more  than  all  the  others. 
He  took  pleasure  in  his  conversation,  carried  him 
in  his  company  to  the  chace,  and  even  disclosed  to 
him  his  most  secret  thoughts.  One  day,  while 
they  hunted  together  in  a  wood,  the  vizier  seeing 
two  ravens  croaking  on  a  tree,  said  to  his  se- 
cretary, *  I  wish  I  knew  what  these  birds  are 
talking  of,  in  their  language.' — '  Signior  (an- 
swered the  Cachemirian,)  your  wish  may  be  ac- 
complished.'— *  How  can  that  be  ?'  (replied  Atal- 
muc.^ '  A  cabalistical  dervise  (said  Zeangir)  taught 
hne  tile  language  of  birds.  If  you  please  I  will 
listen  to  these,  and  repeat  to  you  verbatim  every 
thing  that  I  shall  hear.' 

**  The  viiier  consented :  and  the  Cachemirian 
approaching  the  ravens,  seemed  to  lend  an  attentive 
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to  dieir  difcoune:  after  whkb,  ntarning 
his  niMter;  'Sigmor  (said  he,)  woold  yon  beti< 
if  f  we  are  the  suiiject  of  their  conyersatiett.'<— 
*  ImpDBsiblc !    (cried  the   Persian  minister^  whal 
cftQ  they  say  of  us  ?'-^*  One  of  them  (replied  ihci 
seerettury)  said,  Behold  the  grand  viaierAtalmiic  in 
person,  imt  tntelary  eagle,  who  covers  Persia  like 
a  vest  with  his  wings,  and  incessantly  watches*  fiir. 
its  presttyation.    As  a  rdazotion  from  his  painM 
toils,   he  hnnts  in   this   wood   with  his   fiuthAd 
Zeangir.    How  happy  is  that  secretary  in  servia^ 
a  master  that  has  so  much  afiketion   for  hiol !' 
*'  Softly  (said  the  other  raven,)  softly ;  doaH  U» 
randi  extol  the  happiness  of  that  Cachemirimi^ 
Atalmoc,  it  is  tme,  converses  lamili«4y  Widi  hi|n» 
iMNiOttrs   hun  with  bis  confidence,  aiid^  I  ddn't 
doubt,  intends  to  give  htm  a  considerable  postis 
btti,  before   that  happens,   Zeangir   will  die   of 
hanger.    That  poor  devil  lodges  in  a  small  pallry 
naom,  where  he  is  in  want  of  the  eommon  m^ 
eeasaries  of  life.    In  a  word,  he  lives  in  a  miscrablo 
mamser,  thougb   nobody  at  court  peremvtts  it. 
The  grand  vixier  never  thinks  of  inquiruig  ina^  bis. 
dkcumitances ;    but,    contest    with    entertiwiing! 
fimiurable  sentiments  in  his  behalf,  leatves  bias,  is 
Ihe  mean  iine,  a  prey  to  poverty.' " 
"  Here  I  Idftoflf  speaking,  in  order  toobeenre  ihe 
Duke,  who  asked  with  a  snrile,  what  impression 
the  apologue  made  on  the  mind  of  Atalmuc,  and' 
if  the  grand  visier  was  not  ofiended  at  the  pre* 
skimptiou  of  bis  secretary.     *^  No,  roy  lord,  (said  I^ 
in  great  confusion  at  this  question,)  the  fable  says, 
that,  on  the  contrary,  he  loaded  Um  with  favours." 
"  That  was  lucky,  (replied  the  Doke,  with  a  serious/ 
air:)   some  ininistiers  wovld  not  like   to   he  so 
sdMoled.    But  (added  he,  breaking  off  the  dis 
cbnrse^  and  getting  up)  I  believe  the  Kiug  will  soon 
be  awf^e,  «id  my  duty  obliges  me  to  be  near 
Um.'''    80  saying  he  walked  hastily  towards  the 
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palace,  witlmot  tpeakiog  another  word,  and  verf 
ill  pleased,  as  I  imagined,  with  the  Indian  fable. 

I  fellowed  him  to  the  very  door  of  his  Majesty's 
hedHrhamber;  after  which,  I  went  and  pat  the 
papers  into  t^  place  from  whence  I  had  taken 
iben,  and  then  entered  the  closet  where  oar  two 
copying  secretaries  were  at  work ;  for  they  were 
abo  along  with  us.  ^^What  is  the  matter  with 
yaa,  Signior  de  Santillane  ?  (said  they,  when  they 
•aw  me ;)  yon  seem  very  much  disturbed !  Has  any 
disagreeable  accident  happened  to  yon  ?" 

I  was  too  much  affected  with  the  bad  success  of 
aqr  apologue  to  conceal  my  grief:  I  recounted  to 
tbem  what  I  had  said  to  the  Duke;  and  tbey 
eipressed  their  sympathy  in  the  sharp  affliction 
with  which  I  was  seisied.  *^  You  have  great  reason 
to  be  grieved,  (said  one  of  them :)  I  wish  you  may 
be  better  treated  than  the  secretary  of  Cardinal 
Spinola,  who,  tired  with  having  received  nothing 
daring  ifteen  months  in  which  he  was  employed 
by  his  eminence,  took  the  liberty,  one  day,  of  re^- 
presenting  his  necessity,  and  craving  some  money 
fcr  his  subsistence.  ^It  is  but  just  (said  the 
minister)  that  yoa  should  be  paid.  Here,  (added 
ne,  giving  him  an  order  for  a  thousand  ducats,)  go 
and  receive  that  sum  from  the  royal  treasury  |  but 
reaiember,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  have  no  further 
occasion  for  your  service.'  The  secretary  would 
have  consoled  himself  for  his  dismission,  had  he 
touched  his  thousand  duca.ts,  and  been  allowed  to 
seek  for  business  elsewhere ;  but,  just  as  he  went 
out  of  the  cardinal's  house,  he  was  arrested  by  an 
alguasil,  and  conducted  to  the  tower  of  Segovia, 
where  he  has  been  prisoner  a  long  time." 

This  touch  of  history  redoubled  my  fear :  I 
believed  myself  undone ;  and  becoming  inconsol- 
able, began  to  reproach  my  own  impatience,  as  if  I 
had  not  suffered  enough.  **Alas!  (said  I,)  why 
did  I  risk  that  unlucky  &ble  which  has  displeased 
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the  mloitter  f  perhaps  he  was  just  an  the  point  of 
extricating  me  cAit  of  my  miserable  situation^-Hiayy 
perhaps  I  was  on  ^e.eve  of  making  one  of  those 
sodden  fortunes  which  astonish  mankind.  What 
riches !  what  honours  have  I  lost  by  my  own  folly! 
I  ought  to  have  considered,  that  great  men  donH 
chuse  to  be  anticipated,  but  desire  that  the  least 
gratifications  they  are  obliged  to  give  should  be 
received  as  their  own  free  grace  and  favour.  It 
would  have  been  better  for  me  to  continue  my 
slender  regimen,  without  complaining  to  the  DukOi 
and  even  to  let  myself  die  of  hunger,  by  which 
means  the  blame  would  have  lain  on  his  side." 

If  I  had  even  preserved  the  sparks  of  hope, 
ny  master,  whom  I  saw  in  the  afternoon,  would 
have  banished  them  entirely ;  be  was  very  serious 
with  me,  contrary  to  custom,  and  scarce  spoke  at 
all ;  a  circumstance  that  threw  me  into  mdrtal 
disquiet  for  the  rest  of  the  day  :  neither  did  I  pass 
die  night  in  more  tranquillity ;  my  sorrow  for  seeing 
all  my  agreeable  illusions  vanish,  and  the  dread  ol' 
increasing  the  number  of  state  prisoners,  made  me 
groan  and  lament  my  condition  till  morning. 

The  next  day  .was  the  crisis  of  my  fate.  The 
Doke  ordered  me  to  be  called  in  the  morning,  and 
I  entered  his  chamber  trembUng  like  a  criminal 
who  is. going  to  receive  sentence.  **  SantiUane, 
(said  he,  shewing  a  paper  which  he  held  in  his 

hand,)  take  this  order." ^I  quaked  at  the  word 

Order,  saying  to  myself,  *'  O  heaven!  behold  Car* 
dinal  Spinola!  the  carriage  is  ready  for  Segovia."-— 
The  terror  which  seized  me  was  snch,  that  I  inter- 
rupted the  minister,  and  throwing  myself  at  his 
feet,  "My  lord,  (said  I,  all  in  tears,)  I  most 
humbly  beg  that  your  excellency  will  pardon  my 
presumption:  it  was  necessity  alone  that  compelled 
me  to  disclose  my  situation." 

The  Duke,  who  could  not  help  laughing  at  my 
&order,  answered,  "  Be  comforted,  CKl  Bias,  and 
fiflten  to  what  I  am  going  to  say :  Although  the 
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Acmwring  thy  neceMiliei  wm  a  rq>taach  lo  bp 
C»r  Aot  inviog  prevettted  tben ;  I  mb  moi  mt  dH 
iiiMigedf  my  friend ;  I  aoi  rather  uigry  with 
nyself  for  haviBg  omitted  to  ask  bow  tfaou  livctt. 
Bat/  to  begin  with  makiDg  ameadB  for  this  inatteii* 
lion,  I  give  ihee  this  order  for  fifleen  faandrcd 
ducats,  which  will  be  paid  upon  sight,  ont  of  the 
voyal  treasury.  This  is  not  all ;  I  ptooiase  thte 
the  same  sam  annually,  and  besides,  when  people 
of  wealth  and  generosity  solicit  thy  interest,  I  do 
not  Ibrbid  thee  to  speak  io  their  behalf.'' 

In  the  ecstacy  oecasiooed  by  these  words,  I  kissed 
the  feet  of  the  minister,  who  having  commanded 
9e  to  rise,  ootttinoed  to  discourse  with  me  in  a 
fluniliar  manner.  I  attempted  to  recall  my  good* 
bmnoar,  bttt  i  could  not  make  such  a  sadden 
tnnsitioa  from  grief  to  joy ;  I  was  as  much  conw 
fMMlded  as  a  wretch  who  is  informed  of  his  par dda, 
ID  the  very  mioule  when  he  expected  bis  eiecotioft. 
Hy  master  ascribed  all  this  agitation  to  the  fear  e€ 
aaving  incurred  his  displeasure,  though  the  dread 
of  perpetual  imprisonment  had  no  less  a  share  ik 
my  disconuMMure.  He  confessed,  that  he  had 
aweoted  coolness  towards  me,  to  see  whether  ot  not 
I  should  be  afflicted  at  the  change ;  that  fma 
this  he  wai  eoavinced  of  my  sineepe  attachment  4o» 
hit  person,  for  which  he  la^«d  me  the  more. 


CHAPTER  VII 


TsiE  King,  as  if  be  had  intended  to  grati^  mj 
impaideoce,  returned  the  very  next  day  to  Madrid  | 
upon  whi(^  I  flew  instantly  to  the  royal  treasory, 
where  I  immediately  touched  the  sum  contatoed 
in  my  ot der.  - 1  now  listened  to  nothing  but  my 
^flanity  and  ambttion :  I  abandoned  my  miserable 
MHn  t»  those  s^retarics  who  are  ttill  igB< 
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of  the  language  of  birds,  and  once  more  hirtd  niy 
fine  aparUneot,  which  was  luckily  untenanted.  I 
sent  for  a  famous  taylor,  who  worked  for  almost  all 
the  beaux ;  he  took  my  measure,  and  carried  me  to 
a  shop  where  he  took  off  five  ells  of  cloth,  which 
(he  said^  was  barely  sufficient  to  make  a  suit  for 
me.  Five  ells  for  a  suit  of  a  Spanish  taste !  iusl 
heaven ! — ^but  let  us  spare  our  censure.  Ta^brs 
of  reputation  always  use  more  than  others.  I  then 
bought  some  linen,  which  I  wanted  very  much, 
silk  stockings,  and  a  beaver  laced  with  point 
d'Espagne.  This  being  done,  I  thoogfat  it  would 
not  look  well  for  me  to  be  without  a  lacquey,  and 
desired  Vincent  Forero,  my  landlord,  to  accommo* 
date  me  with  one  of  his  own  recommendation. 
Most  of  the  strangers  who  lodged  with  Um  used, 
on  their  arrival  at  Madrid,  to  >  take  Spanish  valets 
into  their  service,  by  which  means,  his  house  was 
the  rendexvous  of  all  the  lacquies  out  of  place; 
The  first  that  presented  himself  Was  a  younff 
fellow  of  soeh  a  soft^  devout  appearance,  that  J 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  him ;  he  looked 
too  much  like  Ambrose  de  Lamela.  ^'  I  don't 
want  (said  I  to  Forero)  a  valet  of  such  a  rdigioos 
deportment;  I  have  been  already  bit  by  such 
another."  .  Scarce  had  I  dismissed  this  lacqueyi 
when  another  came  in,  of  a  very  sprightly  vp^ 
pearance,  as  impudent  as  a  court  page,  with  soine- 
thing  roguish  in  his  looks.  Pleased  with  his  out« 
side,  I  put  some  questions  to  him,  which  he 
answered  with  spirit.  I  observed  that  he  was  of 
an  intriguing  dispositiop,  and  looking  upon  him  as 
a  subject  pat  for  my  purpose,  engaged  him  imme- 
diatew.  I  had  no  cause  to  repent  of  my  choice ; 
nay,  1  perceived,  in  a  very  little  time,  that  I  had 
made  an  admirable  acquisition.  As  the  Duke  had 
permitted  me  to  speak  to  him  in  favour  of  people 
whom  I  wanted  to  serve  (and  I  was  resolved  not 
to  neglect  this  permission,)  I  had  occasion  for  a 
jacksJl  to  discover  the  game ;  that  is,  an  industrii  as 
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fktnat fidknr,  pvoper  to  find  otti  and  alkr»lhof» 
who  IhmI  fiivonrs  to  aik  of  the  prunt  minifier. 
This  odice  wm  qoito  the  nMiler-pieoe  of  Sdpio 
Umdk  was  my  lacqo^y's  name,)  who  bad  baeo  in 
the  service  of  Dooaa  Anna  de  Gnevera,  nofse  So 
the  Prince  of  Spain,  where  be  had  exercised  thai 
taknl  to  sooM  purpose. 

.  As  soon  as  be  understood  niy  credit,  and  that  1 
ihould  be  glad  to  use  it  to  the  best  advantage,  he 
went  to  work,  and  that  very  day  said  to  me^ 
^  Sigmor,  I  have  made  a  pretty  good  discovery:  a 
yo«Dg  gentleman  of  Grenada,  oslled  Don  Roger 
de  Rada»  is  come  to  Madrid  on  an  affair  of  hononr, 
which  obliges  him  to  solicit  the  Dnke  of  Lerma's 
protection^  and  he  is  willing  to  pay  well  for  th^ 
mvour  he  shall  obtain ;  I  have  already  spoke  with 
him,  and  found  him  desirous  of  applying  to  Don 
Rodrigo  de  Calderon%  whose  power  he  bad  beard 
greatly  exmUed ;  but  I  have  changed  bis  intention 
by  assuring  him  that  Calderona  sells  bis  good 
dfices  at  an  extravagant  rate  $  whereas  you  content 
yowpself  with  a  moderate  gratificadon  for  yours, 
and  thait  you  would  even  employ  them  gratis,  were 
you  m  a  situation  that  pemitled  you  to  follow 
your  generous  and  disinterested  inclination;  in 
short,  I  spoke  to  Urn  in  such  a  manner^  as  that 
you  will  see  the  gentleman  at  yoar  levee  to-morrow 
morning." — **  ik>w !  (said  I,)  Mr.  Sci[rio,  you  have 
already  done  a  great  deal  of  work.  I  perceive 
that  you  are  no  novice  in  matters  of  intrigue ;  and 
am  surprised  that  you  have  not  made  your  for* 
tone.'* — ^  That  tmght  not  to  surprise  you,  (be  re- 
plied ;)  I  love  to  make  money  circulate,  and  never 
hoard  up  what  I  can  get." 

Don  Roger  de  Rada  actually  came  to  my 
fedgings,  and  I  received  him  widi  politeness  mix«l 
with  prkk  ^*  Signior  Cavalier,  (said  I,)  before  i 
engage  lo  serve  you,  I  must  know  the  affidr  of 
nooour  that  brings  you  to  court ;  for  it  may  be  of 
such  a  nature,  thai  I  dare  not  speak  to  the  prifltt 
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Mifliilar  ki  your  behalf;  make  therefdfe^  if  jtm 
lease,  a  faithful  report  of  it,  and  be  assiwecl  ihaA 
~  enter  warmly  into  your  interests,  provided  a 
man  of  honour  may  espouse  them/' — ^*  With  aB 
my  heart,  (replied  the  young  Grenadine,)  I  wiU 
sidcerel  V  recount  my  story."  At  the  same  time  he 
ftelaled  it,  as  follows. 


CHAPTER  Vni. 


Dow  Anastasio  de  Rada,  a  Grenadine  gentle^ 
man,  lived  happily  in  the  town  of  Anieqaeim  widi 
Oonna  Estepnania  his  wife,  who,  together  with 
onblembhed  virtne,  jpossessed  a  g^otle  disposition, 
and  a  great  share  of  beauty.  If  she  had  a  lender 
affection  for  her  husband,  he  was  also  distractedly 
fond  of  her,  and  being  naturally  addicted  to  jea^ 
lousy  f  though  he  had  not  the  least  cause  to  suspect 
her  fioelity)  was  not  without  disqmet.  He  was 
afraid  that  some  secret  enemy  of  Us  repose  made 
atlempti  upon  his  honour  9  he  distrusted  all  Us 
friends,  except  Don  Huberto  de  Hordales,  who 
had  free  access  to  his  house  in  quality  of  £ste» 
phania's  cousin,  and  who,  indeed,  was  the  only 
man  he  ought  to  have  suspected. 

Don  Httberto  actually  fell  in  love  with  his  kins» 
woman,  and  had  presumption  enough  to  declare 
Us  pasnon,  without  regard  to  ties  of  blood,  or  the 
particular  friendsUp  subsisting  between  him  and 
Anastasio.  The  lady  being  a  woman  cf  discretion, 
instead  of  making  a  discovery  wUch  mig^  have 
been  attended  with  melancholy  consequences,  re- 
primanded her  relation  with  gentleness;  repso» 
senied  to  him  how  much  he  was  to  blarney  in 
Mempting  to  seduce  her,  and  dishonour  her  hue- 


m  ADVEHTDRBS  OT  OIL  BIAS.' 

baAd^  nd  toM  him  very  sarioady,  that  he  man 
not  flatler  Umself  with  the  hope  of  success. 

This  rooderatioD  served  only  to  inflame  the  cava* 
Her  the  more,  aad  imagining  that  he  must  posh 
things  to  extiemity  with  a  woman  of  her  character, 
he  began  to  behave  very  disrespectfidly  to  her, 
and  one  day  had  the  aodacity  to  press  her  to 
satisfy  his  desire.  She  repalsed  him  with  an  air 
of  severity,  and  threatened  to  make  Don  Anastasio 
ponish  his  rashness.  The  gallant,  terrified  at  this 
menace,  promised  to  speak  no  more  of  his  passion, 
and  on  me  faith  of  that  promise,  Estephania  par- 
doned what  was  past. 

Don  Huberto,  who  was  naturally  a  very  inched 
man,  could  not  behold  his  love  so  ill  repaid,  with- 
out conceiving  a  base  denre  of  beii^  revenged. 
He  knew  the  jealous  temper  of  Don  Anastasio  to 
be  susceptible  of  anv  impression  which  he  had  a 
miod  to  give ;  and  be  needed  no  more  than  this 
inteliigeDce  to  form  the  blackest  design  that  ever 
entered  into  the  heart  of  a  villain.  One  evening, 
while  he  and  this  weak  husband  were  walking 
together,  by  themselves,  he  said  to  him  with  a 
melancholy  air,  ."My  dear  friend,  I  can  no  longer 
Bve  without  revealing  to  you  a  secret  which  I 
would  have  kept  for  ever  from  your  knowledge, 
were  not  your  honour  dearer  to  yon  than  your 
repose;  but  your  delicacy  and  mine,  in  point  o( 
injuries,  permits  me  not  to  conceal  what  passes  at 
your  house  :  prepare  to  hear  apiece  of  news,  which 
will  give  you  as  much  sorrow  as  surprise,  for  1 
must  touch  you  in  the  tenderest  part" 

"  I  understand  you,  (said  Don  Anastasio,  already 
discomposed;)  your  cousin  is  unfaithful." — "I  no 
onger  own  her  for  my  cousin,  (replied  Hordales, 
with  an  air  of  indignation,)  I  renounce  her  c  for 
she  is  unworthy  of  such  a  husband." — '*  'Tis  too 
much  to  make  me  languish  in  tliis  manner  (cried 
Don  Anastasio :)  speak;  what  hasEstephania  done?' 
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^  She  faas  betrayed  you,  (answered  Hoberto ;)  yoa 
have  a  rival,  whom  she  entertains  in  private :  but 
I  know  not  his  name ;  for  the  adalterer,  by  the 
favour  of  a  dark  night,  concealed  his  person  from 
those  who  observed  his  retreat.  All  I  know  is, 
that  you  are  deceived  :  that  I  am  certain  of.  The 
conc^n  which  I  ought  to  have  in  this  afeir  but 
too  well  verifies  my  report  Since  I  declare  myself 
against  Estephania,  i  must  be  well  convinced  of 
her  infidelity. 

**  It  is  in  vain,  (added  he,  observing  that  his 
discourse  had  the  desired  efiect,)  it  is  in  vain  for 
me  to  jtell  you  more.  I  perceive  that  you  don't 
deserve  the  ingratitude  with  which  your  love  is 
Irepaid ;  and  that  you  meditate  just  vengeance  on 
the  gnil^.  I  will  not  oppose  your  derigo.  Never 
examine  who  the  victim  is  that  you  intend  to 
strike ;  but  show  to  the  whole  city  that  there  is 
nothing  which  you  cannot  sacrifice  to  your  ho- 


nour." 


The  traitor  thus  animated  a  too  credulous  hns^ 
band  against  an  innocent  wife,  and  painted,  in 
such  lively  colours,  the  infamy  with  which  he 
would  be  covered,  if  he  should  leave  the  injury 
unpunished,  that  he  grew  mad  with  revenge.  I>on 
Anastasio,  having  lost  his  judgment,  seemed  actu- 
ated by  the  furies,  and  went  home  with  a  resolu- 
tion to  stab  his  unhappy  wife,  who  was  just  going 
to  bed  when  he  came  in.  He  constrained  himself 
at  first,  and  waited  until  the  servants  were  with- 
drawn ;  then,  unrestricted  by  the  fear  of  heaven's 
wrath,  by  the  dishonour  he  was  going  to  reflect 
upon  his  family,  and  even  by  the  natural  pity 
which  he  ought  to  have  felt  for  an  infant,  which 
his  wife  had  already  carried  six  months  in  her 
womb,  he  approached  the  victim,  saying,  in  a 
furious  tone,  *'  Thou  must  die,  wretch !  thou  hast 
but  a  moment  to  live,  and  that  my  generosity 
allows  thee  to  spend  in  a  prayer  to  heaven,  to 
nardon  the  outrage  thou  hast  committed  against 
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fiir  I  wodd  mot  have  thee  low  ihjr  tod  ot 
tboa  hast  hMt  thv  honour.''  So  taying,  he  vn* 
sheathed  his  poniaid.  His  actioo  and  discourse 
terrified  Estephania^  who  fiilling  at  his  feel,  and 
clasping  her  hands,  said  to  him  in  the  utmosl 
astonishment^  **  WImt  is  the  matter,  Signior !  what 
caue  of  discontent  have  I  been  lo  nnhappy  as  to 
give  you  f  Why  would  you  take  away  the  life  of 
^oar  spoQse  f  If  yoo  mspecl  her  of  iniddity, 
indeed  yon  are  mistaken." 

*'  No,  no !  (the  jealoot  husband  hastily  repUed,) 
I  am  hot  too  well  assured  of  your  Usdiood :  those 
who  infimned  me  are  creditable  persons*  Don 
Huberto— ''  '*  Ah,  Signior !  (said  she,  interrupdng 
him  with  precipitation)  you  have  reason  to  distrust 
Don  Uab^.  He  i/ Ls  yo«r  fiieod  i»n  ym 
imagine :  if  he  has  said  any  thing  to  the  prgudice 
of  my  virtue,  do  not  believe  him.''— **  Peace,  in* 
fiunous  woman !  (answered  Dan  Anastasio :)  by 
endeavouring  to  prejudice  me  against  Horaales, 

?Mi  justify,  instead  of  dissipating,  my  suspicions, 
ou  endeavour  to  render  that  rriation  suspected, 
because  he  is  informed  of  your  misconduct;  you 
want  to  invalidate  his  testimony:  but  that  artifice 
is  in  vain,  and  redoubles  my  desire  of  punishing 
your  guilt" — **  My  dear  husband !  (resumed  the 
'nnocent  Estephania,  weeping  bitterly,)  distrust 
vour  own  blind  rage :  if  you  follow  its  emotions, 
you  will  commit  an  action  which  it  will  not  be  in 
your  power  to  atone,  when  once  you  are  convinced 
of  your  injustice.  In  the  name  of  Crod,  quiet  your 
transports :  at  least,  give  yourself  time  to  clear  up 
your  suspicions,  and  do  justice  to  a  wife  who  has 
no  crime  to  reproach  herself  with." 

Any  other  than  Anastasio  would  have  been 
moved  with  these  words,  and  still  more  with  the 
affliction  of  her  who  pronounced  them ;  but  he, 
cruel  man !  far  fi*om  being  melted  at  her  distress, 
once  more  bid  the  lady  recommend  herself  quickly 
lo  God    and  even  lifted  up  his  arm  to  strike* 
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^VMy  barbariao !  (cried  shet)  if  tliy  love  tor  me 
h  entirely  extinguished ;  if  the  marks  of  tenderness, 
which  I  have  lavished  upon  thee,  are  effaced  from 
thy  remembrance ;  if  my  tears  cannot  divert  thee 
from  tiiy  execrable  design ;  at  least,  have  some 
regard  to  thy  own  blood.  Arm  not  thy  frantic 
hand  against  an  innocent,  who  has  not  yet  seen 
the  light :  thou  canst  not  be  its  executioner  with- 
out offending  heaven  and  earth.  As  for  my  part, 
I  forgive  thee  my  death :  but  be  assured,  the  blood 
of  the  babe  will  cry  for  vengeance  on  the  horrible 
deed." 

Howsoever  determined  Don  Anastasio  was  to 
pay  no  attention  to  what  Estephania  might  say,  he 
could  not  help  being  moved  by  these  dreadful 
images,  which  her  last  words  presented  to  his 
thought.  Wherefore,  as  if  he  had  been  afraid  that 
his  emotion  would  betray  his  resentment,  he 
hastened  to  take  advantage  of  the  fury  that  re- 
mained in  his  heart,  and  plunging  his  poniard  into 
the  right  side  of  his  wife,  quitted  his  house  imme- 
diately, and  fled  from  Antequera. 

Meanwhile,  the  unfortunate  lady  was  so  stunned 
with  the  blow  which  she  had  received,  that  she  lay 
some  minutes  on  the  floor  without  any  signs  of 
life :  afterwards,  recovering  her  spirits,  she  uttered 
such  plaints  and  lamentations,  as  brought  an  old 
maid-servant  into  the  room.  As.  soon  as  this  good 
iroman  saw  her  mistress  in  such  a  piteous  con- 
dition, she  waked  the  rest  of  the  domestics,  and 
even  the  neighbours,  with  her  cries.  The  chamber 
was  soon  filled  with  people ;  surgeons  were  called  ; 
they  examined  the  wound,  and  had  good  hojpes  of 
her  recovery.  They  were  not  mistaken  in  their 
conjecture ;  for,  in  a  little  time,  they  cured  Este* 
phania,  who  was  happily  delivered,  three  months 
after  this  cruel  adventure,  of  a  son  (Signior  Gil 
Bias)  whom  yon  now  see.  I  am  the  fruit  of  that 
melancholy  pregnancy. 

Although  scandal  seldom  spares  a  woman*«  virtue 
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h  respected  that  of  my  mother;  and  this  blood;f 
scene  was  looked  npon  in  town  as  the  groundless 
transport  of  a  jealous  husband.  My  father,  it  is 
true,  was  known  to  be  a  violent  man,  very  apt  to 
take  umbrage  without  cause.  Hordales  concluded, 
that  his  kinswoman  suspected  him  of  having  dis- 
turbed the  mind  of  Don  Anastasio  with  false 
stories;  and  satisfied  with  being,  at  least,  half 
*evenged,  left  off  visiting  her.  Not  to  tire  yon, 
sir,  I  will  not  enlarge  upon  the  particulars  of  my 
education;  but  only  observe,  that  my  mother's 
principal  care  was  to  have  me  taught  to  fence; 
and  I  accordingly  learned  that  exercise,  a  long 
time,  in  the  most  celebrated  schools  of  Grenada 
and  Seville.  She  waited  with  impatience,  until  I 
was  old  enough  to  measure  my  sword  with  that  of 
Don  Huberto,  before  she  informed  me  of  the  cause 
she  had  to  complain  of  him :  then,  I  being  in  my 
eighteenth  year,  she  imparted  to  me  the  whole 
story ;  not  without  shedding  tears  in  abundance 
and  appearing  affM:ted  with  the  most  violent  sor- 
row. What  impression  must  a  mother,  in  that 
condition,  make  on  a  son,  who  neither  wanted 
courage  nor  sentiment  ?  I  went  instantly,  and  chal- 
lenged Hordales  to  a  private  place,  where,  after  a 
pretty  obstinate  combat,  I  ran  him  through  the 
body,  in  three  places,  and  left  him  breathless  upon 
the  spot. 

Don  Huberto  finding  himself  mortally  wounded, 
fixed  his  last  looks  on  me,  and  said  he  received 
the  death  I  had  given  him  as  a  just  punishment 
lor  the  crime  he  had  committed  against  the  honour 
of  my  mother.  He  confessed,  that  he  had  resolved 
upon  her  destruction,  to  be  revenged  of  her  scorn; 
and  expired,  asking  pardon  of  heaven,  Don  Ana- 
stasio, Estephania,  and  me.  I  did  not  think  proper 
to  return,  in  order  to  inform  my  mother  oi  what 
had  happened  :  I  left  that  to  fame;  and  passing  the 
mountains,  repaired  to  Malaga,  where  1  embarked 
with  tte  captain  of  a  privateer,  just  ready  to  sail 
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dn'  a  mnze.  He*  thoagbt  I  did  not  look  like  one 
w1i6  Wanted  courage,  and  gladly  consented  that 
I  should  jbin  his  volunteers. 

We  soon  found  an  opportunity  of  signalizing 
purselves.  Near  the  island  of  Albouran,*  we  met 
a  corsair  of  Mellila,  on  her  return  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  with  a  Spanish  ship  richly  laden,  which  she 
had  taken  off  Carthagena.+  We  vigorously  at- 
tacked the  African,  and  made  ourselves  masters  of 
both  ships,  in  which  we  found  fourscore  Christians, 
whom  they  were  carrying  as  slaves  to  Barbaiy. 
Then,  taking  advantage  of  a  favourable  wind  that 
sprung  up  for  the  coast  of  Grenada,  we  arrived,  in 
a  little  time,  at  Punta  de  Helena. 

While  we  asked  the  slaved,  whom  we  had  de^ 
Hvered,  the  places  of  their  nativity,  I  put  that 
question  to  a  man  of  good  mien,  who  seemed  to  be 
about  fifty  years  of  age.  He  answered,  with  a 
sigh,  that  he  was  from  Antequera.  I  felt  a  .strange 
emotion  at  his  reply,  without  knowing  wherefore ; 
and  he  perceiving  it,  was  remarkably  disturbed  in 
his  turn.  '^  I  am  (said  I)  your  townsman :  may  I 
ask  the  name  of  your  family  f^* — "  Alas !  (he  re- 
plied) you  renew  my  grief,  by  desiring  me  to 
gratify  your  curiosity.  Eighteen  years  ago^I 
quitted  Antequera,  where  I  cannot  be  remembered 
without  horror :  you  yourself  may,  perhaps,  jiave 
heard  of  me  but  too  often  :  my  name  is  Don  Ana- 


\ 


*  Albouran,  a  small  island  in  the  Mediterranean,  on  the 
coast  of  the  kingdom  of  Fez.  Mellila  is  a  little  city  in  the 
same  part  gf  Barbary. 

^  f  Carthagena,  or  New  Carthage,  an  ancient  city,  iki  the 
Idngdom  of  Murcia,  situated  on  tne  coast  of  the  Mediterra- 
^Hean  sea.  -  It  was  bailt  by  a  colony  of  the  Carthagenians^ 
and  tiken  by  Scipio,  ftlO  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ 
Hens  it  was  that  great  commander  gave  that  admirable 
proof  of  his  moderation,  which  hath  been  transmitted  to 
posterity  in  the  story  of  the  beautiful  captive  whom  he  so 
gen^r^usly  restored  t»  her  lover.  .  ^"' 
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mti»  de  Bada."—'' J«8t  hmtn!  (cried  I,)  tm 
I  believe  my  ieoaet f  What!  if  this  Imo  AnartMJay 
my  own  father,  whom  I  see !'' — *'  What  is  thai  yoa 
•ay*  young  roan  f  (cried  he,  in  his  torn,  looking  at 
me  with  suiprise,)  is  it  possible  that  yon  are  the 
nnbappy  infant  wiiich  was  in  its  mother's  womb 
when  1  sacri£u3ed  her  to  my  fury  ?"-^<<  Tes,  mjr 
father,  (said  I,)  I  am  he  whom  the  virtnons  £ste- 
phaaia  Drought  into  the  world  three  months  after 
that  fatal  night  on  which  you  left  her  welteriiur  in 
her  blood/' 

Pon  Anastasioy  before  I  bad  finished  these  worda, 
fell  i^pon  my  neck,  clasped  me  in  his  arms,  and» 
for  a  whole  quarter  of  an  hour,  we  did  nothing  but 
Bungle  our  sighs  and  tears.  After  having  yidded 
to  these  lender  emotions,  that  such  a  meeting 
could  not  fail  to  raise,  my  father  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
and  thanked  heaven  for  having  preserved  the  life 
of  Estephania.  But  a  mcvnent  after,  as  if  be  had 
been  afraid  of  giving  thanks  unseasonably,  he  asked 
.  in  what  manner  the  innocence  of  his  wife  bad  been 
proved  ?  '*  Signior,  (said  I,)  nobody  but  you  ever 
donbted  it :  her  conduct  was  always  irreproachable. 
I  will  disabuse  you :  you  must  know  that  you  was 
imposed  upon  by  Don  Huberto«"  I  then  recoudted 
the  whole  of  that  relation's  perfidy,  the  vei^;eaDce 
I  had  taken,  and  the  confession  he  made  at  his 
death.  My  father  was  not  so  much  pleased  at  the 
recovery  of  his  freedom,  as  with  the  news  I  told 

In  the  excess  of  his  joy,  he  began  to  embrace  me 
again  with  tenderness  and  transport;  and^  cpnld 
not  help  expressing  his  satbfaction  with  regaydto 
my  conduct.  **  Come^  my  son,  (said  he,)  let  as 
hasten  to  Antequera*  I  burn  witli  inqpatiepce  t9 
throw  myself  at  the  feet  of  a  wife,  whom  I  ha^  S(9 
unworthily  treated;  Since  you  have  made  me 
acquainted  with  my  own  injustice,  my  heart  is  torn 
with  remorse !" 

I  was  too  eager  to  bring  together  persons  who 
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were  so  dett  l»  me,  to  retard  the  inip|iy  monmit : 
L  qakted  the  privateer,  and  wltk  my  share  of  the 
priie  we  had  taken  bought  two  males  at  Adra^ 
n J  fiitber  being  nnwiUing  to  expose  himself  again 
to  the  daagesrs  of  the  sea.  He  had  leisure  enoagh 
<m  the  road  to  relate  his  adventures,  which  I  heard 
with  as  greedy  attrition  as  that  which  the  prince 
of  Ilhacai  paid  to  those  of  the  king  his  father.  Id 
shorl,  nfter  hilvbg  travelled  several  days^  we 
gained  the  ibotof  a  nonaiaio,  m  the  neighboiir*^ 
mod  of  Anteqnera,  where  we  haked ;  and  resolving 
to  §pa  home  pmval^,.  did  not  enles  the  town  tiU 
midnightk 

I  Iftsve  yoo  Ixr  gMs^  ike  surprise  ef  my  mocfaer, 
al  the  retnrn  of  a  husband,  wnom  she  thought  lor 
ewer  lost  ;<  and  the  miraculous  manner  (if  I  tkay  he 
allowed  ihe  expression)  ni  wUch  he  war  resteied, 
becaoM  another  cause  for  her  sslaoishnient.  He 
snked  pardon*  for  his  barbarity,  wilb  such  genauie 
marks  of  repentanoe^  thai  she  couU  not  he^  being 
sJbetelBl  wiln  them ;  and,  instead  of  regarding  him 
ataa  iMMassiUy  looked  upon  him  as  a  man  to  whom 
heaven  had  subject^  lier  will;  so  sacred  is  tker 
nadM  of  husband  to  a  vurtnous  woman ! 

Bstephaoia  had  been  so  amious  on  my  account, 
theit  she  was  overyojwl  at  mv  vetunk  But  her 
plMSure  was  not  without  aflagr:  the  sister  ot 
Hovdales  had  begun  a  crimmal  process  against  the 
liOvderer  of  her  brother,  and  caused  me  to  be 
setarehed  for  every  where  in  such  a'  manner,  that 
diy  mother,  knowing  how  insecure  I  was  at  home, 
safibred  great  uneasiness,  which  obliged  me  to  set 
o«t  that  Voy  night  for  court;  where  I  come, 
Signior,  to  solicit  my  pardon,  which  I  hope  to  ofo» 
tain,  since  you  design  to  speak  to  the  prime  minis- 
ter in  my  behalf  and  to  support  me  with  your 
whole  credit 

The  valiant  son  of  Don  Anastasio  here  finished 
Ms  narration ;  upon  which  I  said  to  him,  with  an 
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air  of  inporluice :  *^  EDongfa,  Sigaior  Don  Roger, 
die  caie  seems  pardooable :  I  ondertake  to  con- 
miittieate  your  affair  to  his  excellency^  and  I  will 
venture  to  promise  you  his  protection^"  The 
Grenadioe^  upon  this  assurance,  launched  oat  into 
a  world  of  thanks,  whkh  would  only  have  entered 
at  ooe  ear  and  gone  out  at  the  other,  had  he  not 
assured  me,  that  whaleirer  serrice  I  shodkl  do  htm 
would  be  close  followed  by  his  ackaowledgment 
As  soon  as  he  touched  on  that  string,  I  put  mysetf 
in  motion,  and  that  very  day  recounted  his  storjF' 
to  the  Duke,  who  having  permitted  ne  to  introduce 
the  cavalier,  said  to  him,  '^  Don  Roger,  I  am 
informed  of  IIk  siiair  that  brought  you  to  canti : 
Santillane  has  told  me  every  ciicumstance ;  make 
yonmelf  easy;  .yoo  have  done  nothing  that  is  not* 
excusable }  and  k  is  particulariy  te  those  gentle- 
men who  revenge  dieir  injured  honour,  that  his 
Mijesty  loves  to  show  favour.  For  the  sake  of 
form,  you  must  go  to  prison  ;  but  be  assured,  you 
shall  not  continue  in  it  long.  Tour  £iend  Saotil-v 
lane  wiU  take  care,  of  the  rest,  and  soon  pvooure 
yoor  enlargement." 

Don  Roger  made  a  profound  bow  to  die  minia- 
ter,  on  whose  word  he  surrendered  himsel£  •  His 
pardon,  by  my  care,  was  expedited  in  a  veir  little 
time*  for,  in  Jess /than  ten  days,  I  sent  this  new 
Telemachus  home  to  his  Ulysses  and  Penelope; 
whereas,  had  he  been  without  a  protector,  be  woakl 
not,  perhaps,  have  been  quit  for*  a  whole  year's 
imprisonment  I  touched  no  more  than  an  hundred - 
pistoles  for  my  good  offices :  so  that  it  was  not  a 
great  catch.    But  I  was  not  yet  a  Galderona,  la ' 
despise  small  matters. 
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This   affair  quickened  my  appetite;  and  tert 

Eistoles  which  I  gave  to  Scipio,  for  his  right  of 
rokerage,  encouraged  him  to  go  upon  the' fi>cen{ 
again.  I  have  already  extolled  his  talents  in  tbii^ 
way :  he  might  have  been  justly  entitled  the  grea^ 
Scipio.  The  second  customer  he  brought  was  a 
printer,  who,  in  despite  of  common  sense, ,  had 
enriched  himself  by  books'  of  knight-errantry. 
This  honest  tradesman  had  pirated  a  work  belong- 
ing to  another  printer,  and  his  edition  was  seized* 
For  three  hundred  ducats  he  obtainecl,  through  ipy; 
means,  a  replevy^  and  escaped  a  large  fine. 
Though  the  minister,  properly  speaking,  had  no 
business  with  this  affair,  his  excellency,  at  my  re- 
quest, was  so  good  as  to  interpose  his  authority, 
AAer  the  printer,  a  mercbant  passed  through  my 
hands,  on  the  following  occasion.  A  Portuguese 
ship  had  been  taken  by  a  corsair  of  Barbary,  and 
afterwards  retaken  by  a  privateer  of  Cadiz.  Two 
tfurds  of  the  lading  belonged  to  a  merchant  of 
Lisbon,  who  having  reclaimed  it  in  vain,  came  to 
court  in  quest  of  a  patron,  who  had  credit  enough 
to  cause  restitution  to  be  made.  I  interested  < 
myself  in  his  behalf,  and  he  got  possession  of  his 
effects,  in  consideration  of  a  present  which  be 
made  me,  of  four  hundred  pistoles^  for  my  pro* 
tection. 

Methinks  I  hear  the  reader  cry  in  this  place, 
Bravo,  Monsieur  de  Santillane,  put  hay  into  your 
boots;  you  are  in  a  fine  road;  push  your  fortune! — 
Oh !  that  I  will,  I'  warrant  you! — I  see,  if  I  am  not 
nbtaken,  my  valet  coming  with  a  new  prize,  which 
he  has  grappled.     Right :  it  is  Scipio: — let  us  hear 
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Um.  ^  Signior  (taid  he,)  allow  me  to  introdace 
thif  fiuDoos  operator  to  you.  He  wants -a  patent 
to  iell  his  medicines,  exclasive  of  all  others,  during 
the  space  of  ten  yeara^  in  all  the  cities  under  the 
dominion  of  Spain ;  that  is,  all  persons  of  hb  pro* 
fetsion  shall  be  prohibited  from  settling  in  the 
place  or  places  where  he  resides;  and  he  will  pay, 
as  an  acknowledgment,  two  hundred  pistoles  to 
any  person  who  will  procure  for  him  the  said 
pnvilege/'  I  said  to  the  mountebaok,  assuming 
the  patron,  ''  Well,  friend,  your  business  shall  be 
done.^    Sure  enough,  in  a  very  few  days,  I  de- 

Satched  him  with  patents,  which  entitled  him  to 
eat  the  people  exclusively,  through  all  the  kiiig- 
domt  of  Spain. 

Though  my  wealth  increased,  I  had  obtained  of 
hb  excellency  the  fpur  favours  I  had  asked  io 
easily,  that  I  never  hesitated  in  requesting  a  fifth  ; 
which  was  the  ffovernment  of  the  city  of  Vera,  on^ 
the  confines  of  Grenada,  for  a  knight  of  Calatrava,* 
who  promised  me  a  thousand  pbtoles  for  the  place. 
The  minister  laughed  to  see  me  so  hot  on  the 
game: ''  Egad,  Gil  Bias  (said  he,)  you  go  on  at  a 
rare  rate :  you  must  be  funously  inclined  to  oblige 
your  neighbours.  Heark'e,  I  shall  not  stand  upon 
trifles  with  you :  bu^  when  you  demand  govern* 
ments,  and  other  considerable  favours,  jwu  shall, 
if  you  please,  be  contented  with  one  half  of  the 
profit  and  be  accountable  tor  the  other  to  me. 


^  CifartrsTB,  a  military  order  of  koighdiood  in  Spam,  in- 
stttaM  In  the  year  115S,  duriag  the  reign  of  Saocho  the 
Third,  King  of  Castile.  This  society  has  formeriy  sia 
nJiaed  its  aeal  and  courage,  in  many  battles  against  iafi- 
dels,  and  is  stiQ  poas^sed  of  fifty-six  commanderies,  and 
sixteen  priories.  The  habit  of  the  order  is  a  large  white 
BSiBtie,  with  a  red  croBS  on  the  left  side,  powdered  witii 
iswers  da  luce.  The  knights  nuke'' a  row  of  ponrerCy* 
obedience,  and  conjugal  MeWtj ;'  and  take  an  oath  to 
maintain  the  immaculate  conceptioa  of  the  blessed  Virgin. 
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Too  CM't  imagiiie  (added  he,)  wlnl  ^xpence  I  «n 
<»bltged  to  be  at,  or  how  nany  resouftet  I  OMUt 
have  to  sapport  the  digoky  of  my  poitt  fcr,  boI- 
withitanding  the  disiaterasted  appearanee  I  aMone, 
i  confefts  I  am  not  tmpradent  enoiigh  to  disorder 
my  domestic  affairs.  Take  your  measures  ac^ 
cordiugly/' 

My  master,  by  this  disoonrse,  batushiog  all  fear 
of  bemg  importnnate,  or  rather  encouraging  me  to 
return  frequently  to  «tbe  charge,  I  became  nmre 
greedy  of  riches  than  ever)*  and  wookl  have 
willingly  advertised,  that  all  those  who  wanted 
&voars  at  court  should  apply  to  me.  I  went  nfmsi 
one  course,  Scipio  upon  ^another,  in  quest  of  people 
whom  we  might  serve  for  money.  My  knight  ol 
Calatrava  had  his  government  of  Vera  for  hb 
thousand  pistoles ;  and  I  soon  obtained  another  at 
the  same  price,  for  a  knight  of  St  Jago.*  I  was 
not  contented  with  making  governors  only ;  I  con* 
ferred  orders  of  knighthood,  and  converted  some 
good  plebeians  into  bad  gentfemen,  by  virtue  ow 
excellent  letters  patent.  I  was  also  willing  that 
the  clergy  should  feel  my  benevolence  1 1  bestowod 
small  benefices,  canonsbips,  and  some  ecclesiastical 
dignities.  As  for  the  bishoprics  and  arrhbishoprica, 
they  were  all  in  the  gift  of  Don  Rcnlrigo  de  Cal^ 
derona,  who  likewise  appointed  magistrates,  com* 
manders,  and  viceroys.  A  plain  proof  that  the 
great  places  were  no  better  filled  than  the'smaH 
ones ;  for  the  people  we  chose  to  occupy  the  posts, 
of  which  we  made  such  an  honourable  traffic, 


'  *  St  Jaj^o,  or  St  James.  This  is  the  higlMt  order  of 
knighthoodin  Spain,  inatituted  id  the  twelfth  century.  Ther 
take  an  oath  to  defend  the  pilgrims  that  visit  the  tomb  of 
St  James,  at  Compostefla,  from  the  insults  of  the  Moors, 
They  bear  for  arms  a  sword  gules ;  the  handle  is  in  form  ol 
a  cross,  powdered  with  flowers  d^  luce ;  and  their  motto  is^ 
Sanguine  Arabum 


38k  JAYBNfORW  OF  GIL  tt«AS. 

ip«rfe  nol  aliwy»  the  beit  qaalifiedt  or  mast  r«^ 
mkri  We  imeir  very  well,  that  the  wita  ef 
Madrid  nnde  themseLves  merry  at  our  expence^ 
bat  we  reicmbled  those  miaersy  who  console  tbei»- 
loWes  for  the  public  scora  with  a  sight  of  their 
gdd. 

Isocrates  has  reason  to  call  intemperance  and 
tMy  the  inseparable  conpanions  of  wealth.  When 
I  fiNmd  myself  master  of  thirty  thoasand  ducats^ 
aad  in  a  condition  to  get,  perhaps^  ten  times  as 
much,  I  thought  I  must  then  make  a  figure  worthy 
•f  the  prime  minister's  confidant.  I  hired  a  whole 
house,  which  I  fiimished  in  a  handsome  maaaer ; 
bought  the  coaeh  of  a  notary,  who  had  set  it  up 
through  ostentation,  and  now  wanted  to  get  rid  of 
it  by  the  advice  of  his  baker.  I  engaged  a  coacib- 
man ;  and,  as  it  is  but  just  to  advance  old  servants^ 
raised  Scipio  to  the  triple  honour  of  my  valet  de 
chamfcre,  secretary,  and  steward.  But  what  put 
the  finishing  stroke  to  my  pride,  was  the  minister's 
allowing  my  people  to  wear  his  livery.  This 
banished  all  the  judgment  that  remained;  and  I 
became  as  mad  as  the  disciples  of  Porcius  Latco^ 
who,  when  they  had  made  themselves  as  pale  as 
Aeir  master,  by  drinking  decoctions  of  cumin, 
imagined  themselves  as  learned;  and  well  aigh 
believed  myself  the  Duke  of  Lenna's  relation.  I 
really  took  it  into  my  head,  that  I  should  pass  for 
such,  or  perhaps,  for  one  of  his  bastards :  a  re- 
flection diat  gave  me  infinite  pleasure. 

Add  to  this,  that,  in  imitation  of  his  Excellency^ 
who  kept  open  table,  I  resolved  to  entertain  also* 
For  this  purpose,  I  ordered  Scipio  to  look  out  for  a 
skilful  cbok ;  and  he  found  one,  who  was,  perhaps, 
comparable  to  that  of  Nomentanus,*  ot  dainty 

*  Lqcius  Cassius  Nomentaniis,  a  famous  epicure,  thai 
lived  In  the  Augustan  age,  and  ate  up  a  vast  fortune.  He 
is  upon  honourable  record  in  many  places  of  Horace,  for 
his  nice  taste  in  sensuality. 


mehloif y. '  I  fiirhii^be^  thy  <^eHdi'  with  d^ooi 
SnritiH,  aild,  aift^  bavtn^  kid  lik  all  othei*  kiikb  of 

1>rovisioD,  began  to  receive  company.  Every  evett*- 
tt^,  s6mt  Of  tti^  prtndplT  cl^ks  of  the  tninist^r's 
ift&cty  whd  pfoudly  assume  the  (}ttallty  of  ^^tth 
taries  Off  state,  came  to  sup  with  me.  I  g«ve  tbeifk 
^Obd  cheer,  and  alvirays  Seht  thieto  home  well 
wateired.  Seipio,  on  his  side  (fot  it  Was  like 
ttiaster,  Kke  man,)  kept  table  also,  in  the  buttery, 
where  he  regaled  his  acqnaltitance^  at  my  eipeuce. 
Bat,  fetclusfve  of  my  regard  foi*  that  young  fdlow, 
I  thought,  fts  he  contribnted  to  my  gettmg  money, 
he  bad  ft  iright  to  asrist  tue  hi  spending  it.  Besides, 
I  looked  upoti  tUs  pfofasion  like  "AyoUtig  man,  Md 
did  tiot  percerve  the  consequence.  I  had'  an6ther 
iisason  also,  for  dveflooking  it.  Benefices  ftnd 
employments  never  ceased  bringihg  grist  to  the 
miU;  and  seeing  my  finances  dally  increase,  t 
thought  I  had,  ror  once,  drove  a  Uail  iii  the  wheel 
of  fortune. 

There  was  nothing  now  wanting  to  gratify  my 
vftliity,  but  to  make  Fabricio  an  eye*witness  of 
my  pomp.  I  did  not  doubt  that  he  Was  returned 
from  Andalnsia,  and,  that  I  might  have  the  pleasure 
of  surprising  him,  sent  him  an  ahonymons  billet,  im- 
po^ihg,  that  a  Sicilian  nobleman,  of  his  acquaint- 
ance, expected  him  to  supper,  at  such  a  day,  hour, 
and  place.  Nunnec  came  at  the  time  appointed, 
aud  was  amazed  to  &id  that  I  was  the  foreign 
nobleman  who  h&d  invited  him  to  supper.  **  Yes, 
IViend  (said  I  to  him,)  this  is  my  house ;  Ihave  a 
handsome  equipage,  a  gOod  table,  and  a  strongbox 
besides."*— *' Is  it  possible  (cried  he,  with  great 
vivacity)  that  I  find  thee  again  in  such  opulenc^! 
how  h^ppy  am  I  in  having  recommended  thee  to 
Count  Galiano!  I  told  thee  that  he  wds'  a  ge- 
nerous nobleman,  who  wdald  soon  meike  ihee  easy 
for  lifc.  Thou  bast,  doubtless,  (added  he,)  fol- 
lowed the  wise  advice  I  gave  thee,  and  glrven  the 
butler  a  little  more  r^m.    I   cuogratuhcte  thet' 
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wheitr;  fbr,  lukp^  it  III* man  %l4i6  ctti  hftT«  matjftfftf  il/ 
diooer  or  topper,  fo  laiidi  m  thej  admired  for  MlFjittlii  *^ 

So  tejin^t  he  left  mty  aad  at  nipper-tiine  _ 
outhort  onljT,  whom  he  iDtndaced  t6me  olie  aftei'^lMlulBliJiy  chav- 
mderiiiair  each  «  bt  preiented him.  To  faflarfate^ one worfd 
ltt¥e  thought  that  thoae  witt  mrpaated  thote  vf  ancient  Greece 
and  Italj  *,  and  their  worki  (aa  be  lud)  deterred  to  he  eograTen 
in  letten  of  gold.  I  feotfred  thete  gimdemett  t«ty  politely,  and 
evteo  aflbcled  to  load  them  with  ovilit/i  Jbk-  the  oatioa  of  ate- 
(hon  ia  a  Mttle  Taio^rioiia.  Th^igh  I  had  not  kid  mj  i»- 
jimctioot  oo  Scipio  to  take  care  that  oar  table  anoura  be  aamp^^^r  • 
tooualir  fomiabed,  aa  he  kfleir  whst  toft  of  {teeple  I  waa  to  tna^W 
that  daj,  he  bad  liitforeed  our  ierrkeiol  hit  onte  aoooid*  Ik  ^ 
ahort,  we  went  to  tamper  i»  high  |^f  wf  poeta  he^  to  taOc 
of  tbemaelTeay  and  were  not  Sent  ia  tbar  own  praiae.  Cne^ 
with  a  loAr  air,  koentiooed  gtaodate  a^d  ladiet  of  qualiff  who 
were  delieMed  with  bit  ttute;  iM)«be(V^'fiAdh«  ihdit  with  te 
ohoioe  which  a  leaiaed  atiademj  hid  mide  of  two  membeia» 
modeatl/  obaerved  that  thej  oudit  to  have  dioaen  him.  The 
diacourae  of  the  rfltt  waa  not  ainiit  teat  aitogant  In  the mid- 
'dle  of  aqpper  tbef  worried  me  Wifli  Terte  and  p*^ie^  «>^  ^ 
hia  tv%  repeating  a  apecimea  of  hia  owtt  wtitiaga  i  one  ragakd 
me  with  a  aonnet,  another  rehearaed  a  acene  of  a  tragedy ;  a 
third  read  a  criticiani  u^b  a  comedy ;  and '  a  fourth,  eDc«atoiir- 
ing,  in  hia  turn,  \a  gire  ot  mi  ode  df  AaaoMOA  Inailated  into 
wretched  SpaniabTefiei  Waaiatermpted  by  oae  of  hU  brethieay 
who  told  him  that  be  bad  aaed  an  improper  term.  The  author 
of  the  tranalation  denied  his  ataertioo;  aod  a' dispute  afose,  in 
which  all  the  wiU  eaponted  olie  tide  or  othefi  the  Totet  weiie 
equal,  the  ditptatanta  ^w  bet«  aod  .proceeded  to  iturectiTeA: 
the  debate  atill  continued ;  until  becoming  furieua,  they  got  np 
and  went  by  the  ears  together.  i*abricid,  Scipio,  my  e6ach- 
man,  lacquiea,  and  myself,  Imd  all  Mdicient  work  ia  partii^ 
tbem ;  which,  when  we  had  acaempfished^  ther  went  awa^i  aa 
if  from  a  pablic-bouie^  without  maudog  the  leaat  i^Iogy  foi 
tlieir  impoute  beha^ur. 

Nonnez,  upon  whoae  promise  1  had  ^Aned  att  Bjgtt^ahte  idea 
el  ihie  eiiteiltiiameat,  rentained  Irety  iiubb  jodt  6f  cemtenaiioe 
at  Ihiy  adrentore.  <'  Well,  friAd^  (amd  I  to  hiov)  wiU  yoa 
still  extol  your  fellow-guests  .^  Upon  mr  conseience,  you  hare 
brought  hithef  a  ydlanoua  vet  Iwtt  henceforth  keep  to  my 
derks;  doftttalk  to  me  of  aadlom^'  *4 Irill  bhng  no-aoiie 
Mtchi  (aMwieiittdhei)  thpubaattee«th»beitof  tbfwhdle 
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J%.S  looii  i»  1  WM  k«own  to  b«  in  fi»yoiur  wilh 
ifae  Dvke  of  Lenm,  I  Imd  a  c^urt  of  my  owa. 
£vergr  nioniiag  my  •uti-^ckamber  was  liiU  of  people, 
aad  i  gave  audience  al>roy  levee.  Two  kmde  of 
coapany  came  tbitber;  one,  to  bury  my  intereet 
mkti  the.  minieter  for  fovonia ;  and  the  other*  tp 
move  me  by  sapplicatiojMi  t»  obtain  for  them  what 
they  wanted  gratii.  Tbe  first  were  sure  of  being 
bemnd  and  asaieted  ;  bal  with  regatd  to  the  but,  I 
gat  rid  of  then  immediately  by  evaiive  excuses^  or 
lamnaad  them  so  long,  that  their  patience  forw>ofc 
them.  Before  I  belonged  lo  court,  I  was  naturpJIy 
'  oompaasionate  and  cbarit&ble  f  bat  I  no  longer  &lt 
ihat  fanauLiie  weakness^  and  became  as  bard  as 
flint  Of  Qonseqnenoe,  I  cured  myself  of  my 
iifieiMisbip  also,  and  stript  myself  of  all  social 
aiminii,  as  will  anMac  by  my  bebavioiir to  ^sepb 
Naraffva,  in  an  affiur  I  am  going  lo  .relate 


a 


« 
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This  Navarro,  to  whom  I  owed  so  many  obfigt- 
tions.  and  who,  io  one  word,  was  the  first  cause  of 
my  fortune,  came  one  day  to  tny  house;  and  after 
having  expressed  a  great  deal  of  friendship  for  me, 
as  be  always  did  when  we  met,  desired  me  to  ask 
of  the  Duke  of  Lerma  a  certain  employment  for 
9ne  of  his  friends  ;  telling  me,  that  the  cavalier  in 
•wdose  behalf  be  soKciCed  was  a  very  amiable  young 
gentleman  of  great  merit,  but  that  he  wanted  a 
post  for  his  subsistence  :  ^^  I  don't  at  all  doubt  (add- 
ed Joseph)  that,  kind  and  obligiog  as  you  are,  you 
will  be  overjoyed  at  .an  opportunity  of  serving  a 
man  of  honour  in  distress^  and  I  am  sure  that  you 
will  think  yourself  beholden  to  me,  for  giving  you 
this  occasion  of  exerting  your  generosity."  This 
was  plainly  telliqg  me  t(ia£  be  expected  it  for  no- 
thing ;  and  though  I  did  not  much  relish  the  pro- 
posal, I  appeared  very  much  disposed  to  do  what 
he  desired.  ^^  I  am  charmed  (answered  I  to  Na- 
varro) that  I  havd  it  in  my  power  to  show  my  Uvdy 
gratitude  for  all  the  favours  which  I  have  received 
at  your  hands.  Tour  interesting  yourself  for  any 
one,  is  a  sufficient  inducement  for  me  to  serve  him; 
your  friend  shatl  have  thait  place  you  have  pitched 
'  upon  for  him,  depend  upon  it ;  the  affair  is  now 
no  longer  yours  but  mine." 

On  this  assurance,  Joseph  went  away  vewy  wdl 

•satisfied.    Nevertheless,  die  person  wbenoa  he  le- 

'  commanded  did  not  obtain  the  post  in  question. 

I  procured  it  for  another  man,  in  consideralaon  of 

.a  tfaoiisiind  dlicats,  which  I  put  into  my  strong 

'  bbx,  and  which  f  preferred  to  any  acknowledgment 

I  mi^t  have  expected  from  the  clerk  of  die  kitchen, 

to  i^hom  I  said  (with  an  aiir  of  mortification) 

when  nekt'we  met :  ''  Ah  \  my  dear  Navarroy  you 

Was  too  late*  in  speaking  to  ne;  I  was  prevented 

by  Caldilrbna,  who'h«s  given* away  that  same  post; 

and  I  am  quite  in  despair  that  I  have  no  better 

news  to  entertain  you  Vith." 

Joseph  implicitly  believed  what  1  said,  and  we 
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parted  more  friends  than  everi  but  I  believe  he 
Boon  discovered  the  trut^,  for  he  never  after  came 
to  my  house  ^  and  I  was  charmed  at  his  absence. 
For  besides  my  being  burlhened  bv  the  services  he 
had  done  me,  I  thought  it  did  not  look  well  for 
people  of  my  rank  at  couit  lo  keep  company  with 
butlers. 

I  have  not  mentioned  tne  Count  de  Lemos.a 
good  while.  Let  as  now  return  to  rhat  nobleman, 
whom  I  sometimes  visited.  I  bad  carried  to  him 
two  thousand  pistoles,,  as  I  formeriv  observed,  and 
afterwards  gave  him  a  thousand  more  by  order  of 
the  Duke  Iris  uncle,  out  of  the  money  F  had  be- 
longing to  his  Excellency.  The  Count  de  Lemos 
had  a  long  conversation  with  me  that  day  :  he  toM 
me  that  he  had  at  last  gained  his  end,  and  entirely 
possessed  the  good  graces  of  the  Prince' of  Spain, 
whose  sole  confidant  he  was:  be  then^•^av^  me 
charge  of  a  very  honourable  commission  which  he 
had  already  prepared  foe  rae«  ^'  Friend  Santillane, 
(said  be,}  now  is  the  time  to  be  doing :  spare  no- 
thing to  discover  some  yoong  beauty,  who  should 
be  worthy  to  amnse  that  gallant  prince*  You  don't 
want  wit,  and  I  need  say  no  more;  go,  i un,  search, 
and  when  you  have:made  a  lucky  discovery,  come 
and  impart  it  to  me.''  I  promised  to  neglect  no- 
thing in  acquitting  myself  handsomely  of  thb  em- 
ployment, which  must  not  be  very  difficult  to  ex- 
ercise, since  so  many  people  live  by  the  same  pco- 
lession. 

I  had  not  been  much  used  to  these  kinds  of  in** 
quiry ;  but  not  doubting  that  Scipio  was  an  adept 
«B  the  art,  I  called  for  him  when  x  came  home,  and 
iiaid  to  him  in  private :  ^'  Child,  I  am  going  to  eoe 
r? ust  thee  with  a  great  secret.  Dost  thou  know, 
that  in  the  midst  of"  fortune's  favours  I  find  I  want 
something?"  ^'I  can  easily  guess  what  that  is 
(eaid  he,  interrupting  me  before  I  could  proceed) 
you  want  an  agreeable  nymph  to  nnbend  and  ex- 
hilarate youf  spirits ;  and  truly  it  is  astonishif^ 
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that  yen  -shovld  be  withovt  one  in  Ike  piioie  o( 
TO«r  ag«,  when  grave  grey-beanb  aaniot  dispeiiM 
wkh  tiich  recreation."  *'  1  admire  thy  peIletratiol^ 
'answered  I,  with  a  i mile ;)  yes,  a  mbtiess  I  waati 
and  desire  to  have  one  of  thy  recommeiidiqg.  Bat 
I  must  warn  thee  before*bandy  that  I  am  very  de- 
licate in  these  matters.  I  expect  a  lady  of  beanty 
and  good  morals."  *^  What  yoa  require  (replied 
Scipio)  is  not  easily  fonod ;  but,  however,  we  live 
thank  God,  in  a  city  that  ayffords  some  of  all  soit% 
and  I  hope  I  shall  soon  be  able  to  fit  yim  to  a 
hair." 

Sore  ehoagh.,  in  three  days  he  said,  "  I  have  dis* 
c^Srvered  a  treasure ;  a  young  lady,  whose  name  is 
Satsdina^  of  a  good  family,  and  ravishing  beauty ; 
she  lives  under  the  tuition  of  her  annC,  in  a  little 
bouse,  where  they  subast  in  an  honourable  manner 
on'thei^^ortdne,  which  is  but  small ;  they  are  wrv* 
ed  by  a  chambermaid  t>f  my  acquaintance,  who  has 
assured  me<,  that  though  their  door  is  shut  to  every 
body  at  present,  it  would *be  opened  to  a  rich  and 
liberal  gallant,  provided  he  ivere  willing  to  avoid 
scandal,  by  goii^  in  at  mgbt,  without  any  sho«r 
Whereupon  I  described  you  as  a  cavalier,  who  de- 
served to  find  the  door  unlatched  }  and  desired  the 
maid  to  propose  you  to  the  ladi^  She  has  pro- 
mised to  do  so,  and  inform  me  of  their  answer  to- 
morrow rooming,  at  a  certain  place."  '*'  That's 
well,  (I  replied,)  but  I  am  afraid  the  chaasbermaid 
imposes  upon  thee."  ''  No,  no,  (said  he,)  I  am  noC 
so  easily  persuaded  ;  I  have  already  interrogated 
the  neighbours,  and  conclude  firom  what  they  say, 
that  Signiora  Cataiina  is  a  Danae,  oa  whom  yaa 
may  descend  like  another  Jupiter,  in  a  shower  of 
gold.''  Prejudiced  as  I  was  ags^nst  intrigues  ef 
this  kind,  I  engaged  in  it  Ar  once;  and  as  Alt 
chambermaid  came  next  day,  and  told  Scipio^  that 
if  I  pleased,  I  might  be  introduced  that  very  even- 
ing  to  her  mistress,  I  stxAe  thither  between,  deven 
ai»d  twelve.    The  'maid  receiviag  me  in  the  darfci 
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todc  me. by  the  hapd,  and  led  roe  into  «  ptMy 
handsome  ball,  where  I  found  tRe  Wdies  richly 
dressed,  and  seated  on  satin  couches.  As  soon  m 
ihey  perceived  me,  they  got  up,  ^nd  saTuted'ine  in 
such  a  noble  manner,  that  I^ok  them. for Jt^noi 
of  quality.    The  aunt^'  {wb«e  pam^  wa^Sup-" 


&ct  beaaty ;  but  she  "had  sDcl 

B  tempting  loscious  aif, 

perceive  her  defects.  ,    .    '  *.   «, 

Accordingly,  I  wasti^djrbfd  af&i^kt  fi^J^j 
foi^ot  that  I  came  thilha  {iS  ^Hbfm  ilTe«o^ 
procnrer ;  spoke  in  mj'oiftn  favour,  am!  sjj^i 
myself  like  a  man  inspired  by  t^  jim^l 


passion.  The  young  lady,  in  whoin 
times  more  wit  than  she  reaj^  ^(L  v^  '™'"  ^^""" 
did  she  seem,)  quite  encha^tedt^eXy  her  answers ; 
and  I  began  to  lose  ^tr^gtvernme^t  of  roysell^ 
when  her  aunt,  in  ord^fjttfln'bderate  my  transpprts, 
addressed  me  in  this' manner  :  "  Sigaior  de  Santilr 
lane,  I  must  be  free  with  you.  On  account  of  the 
character  which  I  heard  of  your  worsliip,  I  have 
permitted  you  to  visit  me,  without  enhancing  the 
price  of  the  favour,  by  standing  on  ceremony  j  but 
don't  imagine  yourself  the  nearer  your  point  for 
that  reason.  I  have  hitherto  brought  up  my  niece 
in  retirement,  and  you  are  (as  I  may  say)  the  first 
cavalier  to  whose  eyes  she  bas  been  esposed.  If 
you  deem  her  worthy  to  be  your  wife,  I  shall  be 
overjoyed  at  her  good  fortune.  Con»der,  there- 
fore, if  she  will  suit  you  at  that  price  ^  for  you 
cannot  have  her  at  a  cheaper  fate. 

This  well-aimed  shot  frighted  away  Cupid,  who 
was  Jnst  going  to  let  fly  an  arrow  at  me.  To  speak 
without  metaphor,  a  marriage  so  bluntly  proposed 
made  me  recollect  myself,  I  became  again  all  of  a 
sudden  the  faithful  agent  of  tlie  Count  de  Lemos, 
Vol.  III.  t 
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and  changing  my  tone,  replied  to  Signiora  Menci% 
**  Madam,  I  am  pleased  with  your  frankness,  which 
I  intend  to  imitate.  Whatever  figure  I  make  at 
coarty  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  incomparable  Cata- 
lina,  bht  have  in  view  for  her  a  much  more  splen- 
did fyt^  I  in -shorty  f  design  her  for  the  Prince  of 
Spun,^  ""Tour 'refusal  xfC  my  niece  (replied  the 
aat^cglkir^J  waa  disoUi^ng  enough;  there  was  no 
occasSe^TO  accompany  it  with  «  piece  of  raillery." 
^  I  don^  (ally,  indeed,',  madam',  (cried  I,)  nothing 
i%miiMe  '^pjt)u& ;  I  have  orders  to  find  out  a  lady 
wn^4HS^rfe^'to.  be  honoured  with  the  private  visits 
of  the  Prince  df  Spain  ^  j  ^nd  such  a  one  in  your 
^^JbMB^;\mKWrJiL  it  (br..th^  scene  accordingly." 
'2/^  Jiiflpii^ra  Mencia  wa^^u^niAed  at  these  words, 
^wlufh.I' p^ceived  did  not  much  displease-  her: 
'ti^lC^lhe)!^«,*  oelieving  that  she  ought  to  affect  re- 
sert*^  ^e  .answered  in  this  manner :  '^  If  I  was 
disposed  td'cretfit  lit^a}ly  what  you  say,  you  must 
know  that  I  am^no(  ^fjsuoh  a  character,  as  to  re- 
joice in  the  infamous  hilnour  of  seeing  my  niece 
mistress  to  a  prince.  My  virtue  disapproves"-*- 
"  What  a  saint  you  are  with  your  virtue !  (said  I, 
interrupting  her,)  you  talk  like  one  bred  among 
silly  citizens.  Sure  you  joke,  in  pretending  to  con- 
sider things  in  a  mural  point  of  view  ?  that  would 
be  sti'ipping  them  of  all  their  beauty :  they  mu^t 
be  surveyed  with  a  carnal  eye.  Behold  the  hdr 
apparent  of  Spain  at  the  feet  of  the  happy  Catalina, 
adoring  and  loading  her  with  presents;  and  remem- 
Iier,  that  firom  her  perhaps  will  spring  a  hero,  who 
will  render  his  mother's  name  immortal  as  his 
own." 

Although  the  aunt  would  have  gladly  embraced 
my  proposal,  she  feigned  herself  irresolute  about 
the  matter ;  and  Catalina,  who  wished  the  Prince 
already  in  her  chains,  affected  great  indifierence  ; 
so  that  I  was  obliged  to  invest  the  place  a-new, 
until  at  length,  Signiora  Mencia  seeing  me  repulsed, 
and  ready  to  raise  the  siege,  beat  the  chamade,  &ud 
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we  agreed  upon  a  capitaladon,  which  contaified  die 
two  following  articles. — ^Imprimis,  if  the  Prince  of 
Spain,  on  the  report  that  I  shall  make  of  Catalina's 
charms,  shall  be  inflamed,  and  determine  to  honour 
her  with  a  nocturnal  visit,  I  shall  take  care  to 
apprise  the  ladies  of  the  night  that  shall  be  chosen 
for  that  purpose, — Item,  the  Prince  shall  not  visit 
the  said  ladies  but  as  an  ordinary  gallant,  with  no 
other  attendants  than  me  and  bis  Mercury  in  chief. 
After  this  convention,  the  aunt  and  niece  showed 
me  all  manner  of  friendship,  and  assumed  a  fami- 
liarity of  behaviour,  in  consequence  of  which  I 
ventured  some  hugs,  which  were  not  very  ill  re- 
ceived ;  and  when  we  parted,  they  embraced  me  of 
their  own  accord,  and  loaded  me  with  caresses.  It 
is  really  wonderful  to  see  with  what  facility  an 
intimacy  is  contracted  between  the  courtiers  oa 
gallantry  and  the  women  who  want  their  service* 
Had  people  observed  me  leave  this  house  with 
such  marks  of  favour,  they  might  have  said,  with 
some  appearance  of  justice,  that  I  was  much  hap- 
pier than  I  actually  found  myself.  The  Count  de 
Lemos  was  overjoyed,  when  I  let  him  know  that  I 
bad  made  such  a  discovery  as  he  desired.  I  spoke 
of  Catalina  in  such  a  manner  as  made  him  long  to 
see  her.  I  carried  him  to  her  lodgings  next  night, 
and  he  owned  that  I  had  been  very  successful. 
He  told  the  ladies,  he  did  not  at  all  doubt  that  the 
Prince  would  be  perfectly  well  satisfied  with  the 
mistress  which  I  had  chosen  for  him,  and  that  she 
on  her  part  would  have  cause  to  be  contented  with 
such  a  lover :  that  the  young  Prince  was  full  of 
generosity  and  sweetness  of  tanper ;  in  short,  he 
assured  diem,  that  he  would  bring  him  to  their 
house  in  a  few  days,  as  they  desired  he  should 
come,  that  is,  without  noise  or  attendance.  This 
nobleman  afterwards  took  his  leave  of  them,  and  I 
withdrew  in  his  company.  We  got  back  to  his 
equipage,  in  which  we  had  come  thither,  and  which 
waited  for  us  at  the  end  of  the  street :  he  set  im 
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doWB  It  my  own  hoaie,  cbargiiig  me  to  iofoRDUi 
anck  next  day  of  this  new-started  adventure,  and  ' 
to  desire  he  would  send  him  a  thousand  pistoles  to 
ensure  his  soccess. 

I  did  not  fail  to  give  the  Duke  of  Lerma  an 
exact  account  of  what  had  passed;  concealing  only 
one  circumstance.  I  did  not  speak  a  syllable  of 
Scipio,  but  took  to  myself  the  honour  of  the  disco- 
very, according  to  the  practice  of  those  who  live 
among  the  great 

By  these  means  I  acquired  a  great  many  compli- 
ments/ ''Mr,  Gil  Bias  (said  the  minister  to  me, 
with  an  air  of  raillery)  I  am  ravished  to  find,  that 
with  your  other  talents,  you  likewise  possess  that 
of  discovering  obliging  beauties;  when  I  have  occa- 
sion for  one  of  that  class,  you  will  give  me  leave 
to  apply  to  you."  "My  lord  (I  replied  in  the 
same  tone)  I  thank  your  grace  for  intending  me 
the  preference ;  but  give  me  leave  to  say,  that  I 
should  be  scrupulous  of  serving  your  Excellency 
in  that  manner.  Signior  Rodrigo  has  been  so  long 
in  possession  of  that  employment,  that  it  would  be 
unjust  in  me  to  deprive  him  of  it"  The  Duke 
smiled  at  my  answer ;  then  changing  the  discourse, 
asked  if  his  nephew  did  not  want  money  for  his 
adventure  ?  ''  JPardon  me,  (said  I,)  he  begs  you 
will  send  him  a  ttiousand  pistoles."  "  Veiy  well, 
(replied  the  minister,)  carry  them  to  him ;  bid  him 
spare  nothbg,  but  approve  of  whatever  ezpence 
tne  Prince  shall  propose." 


CHAPTER  XI. 


1  WENT  that  instant  with  five  hundred  double 
pistoles  to  the  Count  de  Lemos,  who  told  me,  **  Yon 
could  not  come  in  better  season.    I  have  spoke  to 
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(be  Prince :  he  has  bit  at  the  hook,  and  bnras  with 
impatience  to  see  Catalina.  This  very  night  he 
intends  to  slip  privately  out  of  the  palace,  in  order 
to  visit  her.  It  b  a  thing  determined,  and  onr 
measures  are  taken  accordingly.  Inform  the  ladies 
of  his  resolution,  and  give  them  that  money  which 
yon  have  brouj^t:  for  it  is  right  to  let  them  see 
that  he  is  no  ordinary  lover  whom  they  are  to  re- . 
crive :  besides,  the  bounty  of  princes  ought  to  pre- 
cede their  intrigues.  As  you  will  accompany  him, 
together  with  me,  (added  he,)  be  sure  of  being  at 
his  conchee  this  evening.  Tour  coach  also  ffor  I 
think  it  is  proper  we  should  use  it)  must  wait  for 
ns  near  the  palace  about  midnight.*' 

I  immediately  repaired  to  the  house,  but  did  not 
see  Catalina,  who  (they  told  me)  was  a-bed :  so 
that  I  could  only  speak  with  Signiora  Mencia,  to 
whom  I  said,  ^'  Madam,  pray  excuse  me  for  appear 
ing  in  your  house  by  day ;  but  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  do  otherwise,  for  I  must  ^ve  you  notice,  that 
the  Prince  of  Spain  will  be  here  this  night;  and 
liere  (added  I,  putting  the  bag  of  money  in  her 
hand)  is  an  offering  which  he  sends  to  the  temple 
of  Cytherea,  to  render  the  divinities  of  the  place 
projMtious.  Tou  see  I  have  not  engaged  you  in  a 
Dad  affair."  "  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  (she 
replied ;)  but  tell  me,  Signior  de  SantiUane,  aoes 
the  Prince  love  music?"  ''  He  loves  it  (answered 
I)  to  distraction;  nothing  can  entertain  him  so 
much  as  a  fine  voice,  accompanied  by  a  lute  deli* 
cately  touched." 

*^  So  much  the  better !  (cried  she  in  a  transput 
of  joy ;)  you  give  me  infinite  pleasure  in  telling  me 
this ;  for  my  niece  has  the  pipe  of  a  nightingale, 
and  plays  upon  the  lute  to  admiration ;  she  like* 
wise  dances  perfecdy  well."  <<  Heavens !  (cried  I 
in  Qiy  turn,)  what  perfections,  my  good  aunt !  so 
many  are  not  necessary  to  make  a  girl's  fortune ; 
one  of  these  talents  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose." 

Having  dras  paved  the  way,  I  waited  for  the 


n  ja>YEsrTVBMS  of  csl  blm. 

iieiir  of  Ab  Prince's  coucbee ;  then  giviog  ordeirs  tb 
By  coachman,  I  rpjoined  the  Count  de  Lemos,  who 
told  me  that  the  Prince,  to  get  rid  of  his  company 
the  sooner,  woakl  feign  a  slight  indisposition,  and 
even  go  to  bed,  the  better  to  persuade  them  of  his 
being  sick,  but  that  he  would  rise  again  in  an  hour, 
and,  by  a  back  door,  gain  a  private  stair  that  led 
into  the  court-yard. 

When  he  had  informed  me  of  what  they  had  con*- 
certed  together,  he  posted  me  in  a  place  through 
which  he  assured  me*  they  would  pass ;  and  there  I 
danced  attendance  so  long,  that  I  began  to  think 
our  gallant  had  taken  another  road,  or  lost  his 
desire  of  seeing  Catalina ;  as  if  princes  usually  drop 
these  sort  of  whims  before  they  have  satisfied  them. 
In  short,  I  imagined  they  had  forgot  me  altogether, 
when  two  men  accosted  me,  whom  having  discern^ 
ed  to  be  those  I  expected,  I  conducted  them  to  my 
coach,  in  which  they  seated  themselves,  while  I 

r>t  upon  the  coach-box  to  direct  the  driver,  whom 
ordered  to  stop  about  fifty  yards  from  the  house. 
I  then  handed  die  Prince  and  his  companion  out 
of  the  coach,  and  we  walked  towards  the  place  for 
which  we  were  bound.  The  gate  opened  at  our 
approach,  and  shut  again  as  soon  as  we  got  in. 

At  first  we  found  ourselves  in  the  same  darkness 
in  which  I  had  been  introduced;  though  by  way  of 
distinction  there  was  a  small  lamp  fixed  on  the 
wall,  the  light  of  which  was  so  dim,  that  we  could 
only  perceive  it,  without  being  lighted  by  its  rays. 
All  this  served  only  to  make  the  adventure  more 
agreeable  to  our  hero,  who  was  sensibly  struck  at 
the  sight  of  the  ladies,  who  received  him  in  a  baH 
where  the  lustre,  of  a  great  number  of  cancBes  made 
amends  for  the  darkness  that  reigned  in  the  court 
The  annt  and  niece  were  in  a  gay  dishabille,  so 
artfully  disposed,  that  nobody  could  look  npofli 
them  with  impunity.  Our  Prince  would  haveheen 
very  well  satisfied  with  Signiora  Menda,  if  there 
had  been  no  other ,ibr  hpo^jto  choose;  bat  the 
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tluuiiis  of  young  Catalina,  as  they  deserved,  had 

the  preference.    "  Well,  my  Prince,  (said  the  Count 

jie  L«ino8,).was  jtnossible  for  us  to  proqure  your 

.;  Highness  the  plejS^e  of  seeing  two  ladies  moi^ 

.  ,hand$ome  than  thdSe  ?"   ".  I  am  ravished  with  them 

.  tidth !  (replied  t|^1^rmce)  anfU  shall  never  carnr 

off  my  hearf>  for  thfr  aunlucottm  not  mi^j^lt,  if 

it  was  i>ossibk  forlElre.niecS/lfc^Ml.'"^   ^  ^/ 

'     After  this  compliimftat  spagre^tafafe  fit  idT  aunt, 

.he  said  a  thousand  foOTvttiings  to  l^tiftina,  who 


v^      Veffsation^df  loVers,  provide!  it  be  yn&jil^injien- 

•  ^tioh^of  adding  Ihel  to  the'^^j^told^Ke  gal£^ 
'y     ftiit^isj.nymph  sung  and  pn^ed  upon  the  lute  to 
fidooara^Ldbi^  Qe  wza  overjoyed  to  hear  tlHtt  sife 
uras  mistreslB  of ^diese  talents,  and'intreated* her'  lb 
enteKain  him  with  a  ^[^gd^en. '  She  complied'  with 
•H good ;graQe,  took up*alufe ]ready«tuqied,  played 
soi^e  tender  airs^-^-aiia  sung  in  such  an  aflecfing 
n^ner,  4hat  t]ie  I^rince  dropt  down  at  her  feet,  m 
:  a.  trad^pof  tl^of  feve  and  p]ea:sure.    But  let  us  finish 
thi9  j>icCpre,vatid  only  observe  that  during  this 
fW||^;iiitoxicatibii{  in  which  the  heir  of  tte  Spanish 
^mon^'rchy  wast  {Slanged,  the  hours  stole  away  like 
minutes,  and  we  were  obliged  to  tear  him  from 
iiat  dangerous  bouse  becsu^  of  the  day's  approach, 
^e  t|^e  gentlemen  unde^jk^ES's,  carried  him  back  to 
his  api^^ent  with  gre&t  Mpatcb,  and  'then  w:eot 
to  our  dmerent^fiStibed;  as  Veil  satisfied  in  havinff 
.fitted  hjijn'wixh'  a  she-adventorer^  as  if  we  had 
transacte(l,his  jgarriuge  with  a^kncess. 
'    >Next  inorffl^lTecounted  tlnsL  adventure  to  the 
.  Duke  of  Lerma,  who  AeAfii,  (0  be  informed'  6f 
,cyie?y  particukc;  »yn^5*«t  a^j^M  finished  my 
j^!  narration^  the  Cpudf  dft  Lemos  caiAe  in,  and  said, 
"*  *^  The  Brihte  of  Spain  Is  ko  much  eligrossed  by  Ca- 
talina,  ai|^  has  conceived  fuch  k  pas^oiffor  her. 
that  he  pkiposeM  to  visit  ^e«f  bftei^  and  attach  hinn 
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adf  to  her  alone.  He  wanted  to  send  to  her  thii 
day  jewels  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand  pistoles, 
but  not  having  a  penny  in  his.pdrse,  he  applied  to 
me.  *  My  dear  Lemos,  (sai()  .he,)  you  must  find 
me  that  sura  immediately.  I  know  very  well  thai 
I  incommode,  nky  exhaust «you,'bi|t. my  heart  re- 
tains fliir  obligation}  ^.^d  if  ever  I  find  myself  in  a 
copdiiioi^  to  exert  m^  gratitude,  otherwise  than  in 
thought,*  for.-all  your  Frieiidship,  you  shall  not  re- 
pent (of-^Jik^Ving  laid  |^e  under  an  obligation.** 
*  My  prince,  (|aid  I,  living  hinl  that  instant,}  I 
have  friends  lyid  credit.^and  will  «employ*tbem  both 
to  acco^D^ate  you  ^ithVhat  you  want' 

^  It  IS 'not  diA|(ult  to  satisfy  his  demand  (said 
the  Duke  to  his  jie^tiew.)  Santillaue,  go  fetch  (be 
money:  or,  if  vou  please,  he  .will  purchase  the 
Jewels,  for  he  is  a  perfect  connoisseur  in  stones, 
jespedallv  rubies.  Is  not  this  true,  Gil  Bias  ?'* 
(added  be,  looking  at  me  with  a  sadrical  smile.) 
'^  Yopr  grace  is  very  severe  (I  replied  :)  I  see  that 
you  want  to  make  Monsieur  *the  Count  merry  at 
my  expence."  This  happened  accordingly.  The 
nephew  asked  what  mystery  there  was  in  bis  words 
''  Nothing  (answered  the  Dujie  laughing)  .only 
Santillane  one  day  thought  prnjpc^  to  exchange  a 
diamond  for  a  ruby,  and  afterwards  found  that  he 
had  gained  neither  hojnour  nor  profit  by  the  bar- 
gain." \ 

I  should  have  tfaoHght' myself  easily  quit,  if  the 
minister  had  said  no  mor^  of  the  matter ;  but  he 
took  the  trouble  to  relate  the  trick  that  Camilla 
and  Don  Raphael  played  upon  me  in  the  hired 
lod^ng,  and  to  enlarge  particularly  on  those  cir- 
cumstances which  chagrined  me  most.  His  excel- 
lency, after  having  enjoyed  his  joke,  ordered  me 
to  accompany  the  Count  de  Lemos,  who  carried  me 
to  a  jeweller's  house,  where  we  chose  jewels,  which 
we  shewed  to  the  Prince  for  his  approbation ;  and 
which  being  afterwards  entrusted  to  me,  in  order 
to  be  presented  40  Catalina,  I  went  boine  fox  two 
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thoomnd  pistol«8  of  the  Dake^  money,  with  wUeh 
I  paid  the  merchant 

It  is  a  question  not  to  be  asked,  if  I  was  kindly 
received  next  night  by  the  ladies,  when  I  exhibited 
die  presents  of  my  embassy,  consisting  of  a  hand- 
some ring  designed  for  the  aunt,  and  a  pair  of  ear- 
rings for  the  niece.  Charmed  with  these  marks  of 
the  Prince's  love  and  generosity,  they  began  to 
prattle  like  two  gossips,  and  thanked  me  for  haidng 
procnred  for  them  snch  a  valuable  acquaintance. 
They  forgot  themselves  in  the  excess  of  their  joy, 
and  some  words  escaped  them,  which  made  me 
suspect  that  I  had  introduced  a  mere  gipsy  to  our 
great  monaich's  son ;  but  that  I  might  know  pre- 
cisely whether  or  not  I  had  performed  ^s  fine 
roaster-jMece,  I  went  home,  resolved  to  come  to  an 
efxplanation  with  Scipio. 


CHAFTER  Xn. 


iwt  as  I  entered  my  own  house,  I  heard  a 
great  noise;  and*  enquiring  into  the  cause,  was 
told,  Scipio  that  evening  treated  half  a  dozen  of  his 
friends,  who  sung  full  throat,  and  frequently  broke 
out  in  loud  fits  Slaughter;  so  that  assuredly  this 
repast  could  not  be  properly  styled  the  banquet  of 
the  seven  wise  men. 

The  master  of  the  feast,  advertised  of  my  arrival, 
said  to  the  company,  '*  Gentlemen,  it  is  only  my 
toaster  come  home :  be  not  disturbed,  but  continue 
your  mirth  $  I  will  go  and  speak  two  words  to  him, 
and  rejoin  yon  in  a  twinkling."  So  saying,  he 
enaeto  my  apartment  ^  What  a  hubbub  is  this ! 
(saii  I;)'  what  sort  of  people  are  those  you  enter- 
tain '  bdow  f  are  they  poets  .^— "  No,  indeed,  Sir, 
if  you  please,  (he  replied,)  it  were  pity  to  bestow 

B  VqwUL 
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ofit  There  is  among  my  gncits  a  very  rich  yomg 
fdiow^  who  wants  Amt  Us  money  an  employment 
by  yonr  interest,  and  for  him  alone  I  give  this 
cntertamment :  at  eveiy  draught  he  drinks,  I  raise 
the  gratification  yon  are  to  receive  ten  pismlei, 
and  wiU  make  him  drink  till  day."— "If  dmt  be 
the  case^  {I  replied,)  go  back  to  thy  friends,  and 
don't  spare  the  wine  in  my  cellar." 

I  did  not  think  this  a  proper  season  to  talk  with 
him  aboot  Catalina;  but  next  morning  when  I  got 
ap  I  nM>ke  U>  him  in  this  manner :  **  Friend  Scipo, 
thon  knowest  how  we  live  together;  I  treat  thee 
more  like  a  comrade  than  a  domestic ;  and  of  ctm- 
seqaence  thou  wilt  be  to  blame  in  deceiving  me  as 
a  master.  Let  us  then  lay  aside  all  reserve  with 
one  another.  I  will  tell  thee  somethiQg  that  will 
surprise  thee,  and  thou  shalt  disclose  to  me  thy 
real  sentiments  of  these  two  women  with  whom 
thou  hast  made  me  acquainted.  Between  thee 
and  me,  I  suspect  tbem  to  be  two  artful  pusses, 
cunning  in  proportion  to  the  simplicity  which 
they  affect  If  my  opinion  does  them  justice,  die 
Prince  of  Spain  has  no  great  cause  to  be  wdl 
pleased  with  me :  for  I  confess  it  was  for  him 
that  I  wanted  a  mistress.  I  accordingly  carried 
htm  to  Catalioa's  bouse,  and  he  is  become  pas- 
sionately fond  of  her." — "  Signior,  {answered  Sci- 
pio,)  I  am  too  well  used  by  you,  to  be  wanting  in 
sincerity  to  my  master.  I  had  yesterday  a  private 
conversation  with  the  maid  of  the  two  princesses, 
and  she  related  their  hbtory,  which  to  me  seemed 
very  diverting.    You  shall  hear  it  in  two  words» 

Uatalina  is  daughter  to  a  poor  gentleman  of 
Arragon ;  and  finding  herself  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
an  orphan,  as  handsome  as  poor,  Ibtened  to  an  old 
commander,  who  conducted  her  to  Toledo,  where 
he  died  in  six  months,  after  having  served  ••  it 

rDt  rather  than  a  husband  to  her.    She  seeand 
fortune,  consisting  of  some  moveables^  ttd 
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tfafee  hundred  pistoles  in  ready  money,  then  jcHned 
herself  to  Signiora  Mencia,  who  was  still  in  fashioni 
though  already  in  the  wane.  These  two  good 
friends  lived  together,  and  began  to  behave  so  as 
to  attract  the  notice  of  justice ;  at  which  the  ladies 
being  disgusted,  hastily  abandoned  Toledo  through 
vexation,  and  settled  in  Madrid,  where  they  had 
lived  about  two  years,  without  visidng  any  person 
in  the  neighbourhood.  But  the  best  circumstance 
of  the  story  is  this — ^they  have  hired  two  small 
houses,  separated  only  by  a  wall,  having  In  the 
cellar  a  stair  of  communication  from  the  one  to  the 
other.'  Signiora  Mencia  lives  with  a  young  maid- 
servant in  one  of  these  houses,  and  the  com- 
mander's widow  possesses  the  other,  with  an  old 
daenna  who  passes  for  her  grandmother ;  so  that 
our  Arragoman  is  sometimes  a  niece  brought  up 
,by  her  aunt,  and  sometimes  a  pupil  under  the 
wings  of  her  grandame.  When  she  acts  the  niece, 
she  is  called  Catalina;  and  when  she  plays  the 
grand-child,  her  name  is  Sirena. 

At  the  name  of  Sirena,  I  grew  pale ;  and  inter- 
rupting Scipio,  said, ''  What  do  I  near!  sdas!  1  am 
afraid  that  this  cursed  Arragonian  is  no  other  than 
the  mistress  of  Calderona." — "  Truly  (he  replied) 
it  is  the  same.  I  thought  this  piece  of  news  would 
have  given  you  pleasure." — "  Thou  art  very  much 
mistakjen,  (answered  I,)  I  have  more  cause  to  be 
sorry  than  rejoiced  at  it;  dost  thou  not  see  the 
consequences  .'^" — "  No,  in  faith^  (resumed  Scipio,) 
what  mischief  can  it  produce  f  you  are  not  sure 
that  Don  Rodrigo  will  discover  what  passes ;  and 
if  you  are  afraid  of  his  getting  information,  you 
have  nothing  to  do  but  prepossess  the  minister 
in  your  favour,  by  telling  hhn  candidly  the  whole 
affair.  He  will  see  your  sincerity ;  and  if  after  this 
Calderona  should  attempt  to  do  you  an  itl  office 
with  his  excellency,  he  will  perceive  that  his  sole 
design  is  to  iiijure  you  out  of  a  spirit  of  revenge." 

Scipio,  by  this  discourse,  banished  my  fear ;  and. 
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mohnnz  to  follow  his  advice,  I  informed  dio 
Doke  of  Lerma  of  the  discovery  I  had  made.  I 
even  affected  to  tell  it  with  a  melancholy  air,  b 
order  to  persuade  him  of  my  being  mortified  for 
having  innocently  introduced  Don  Rodrigo's  mis* 
treis  to  the  Prince.  But  the  minister,  far  from 
pitying  his  favourite,  laughed  at  the  adventure, 
and  bid  me  go  on  in  my  old  way,  saying,  that  after 
all  it  was  glorious  for  Calderona  to  love  the  same 
lady  who  had  captivated  the  Prince  of  Spain,  and 
to  be  as  well  received  by  her  as  his  Highness.  I 
imparted  it  also  to  the  Count  de  Lemos,  who 
assured  me  of  his  protection,  in  case  the  first 
secretary  should  discover  the  intrigue,  and  attempt 
to  ruin  me  with  his  grace. 

Imagining  that  by  this  precaution  I  had  de- 
livered tbe  bark  of  my  fortune  from  the  dangerous 
shelves  that  environed  it,  my  fear  vanished.  I 
still  accompanied  the  Prince  to  the  house  of  Cata- 
lina,  alias  the  fair  Sirena,  who  was  artful  enough 
to  invent  stratagems  to  keep  Don  Rodrigo  from 
her  embraces,  and  to  defraud  him  of  those  nights 
which  she  was  obliged  to  bestow  on  his  illustrious 
rival 


CHAPTER  Xni. 


I  HAVE  already  observed,  that  in  the  morning 
my  antichamber  was  usually  crowded  with  people 
who  came  to  make  proposals,  but  I  would  not 
receive  them  viva  voce;  and  according  to  the 
custom  at  court,  or  rather  with  a  view  of  exhi- 
biting my  own  importance,  I  said  to  each  solicitor, 
*'  Give  in  a  memorial.''  I  was  so  much  used  to 
this,'  that  one  day  I  answered  in  these  words  to  my 
landlord,  who  came  to  put  me  in  mind  of  a  year's 
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tmt  being  doe.  As  for  my  batcher  and  baker, 
thev  saved  me  the  trouble  of  asking  their  memo- 
riaUy  which  were  always  ponctufdly  delivered 
every  month.  Scipio,  who  imitated  me  so  closely, 
that  the  copy  might  be  said  to  come  very  near  the 
origiiialy  behaved  in  the  same  manner  to  those  who 
applied  for  his  interest  with  me.  I  was  guilty  ot 
another  ridiculous  piece  of  vanity,  which  I  don't 
intend  to  excuse.  1  was  foolish  enough  to  talk  of 
the  grandees,  as  if  I  had  been  a  man  in  their 
sphere.  If|  (for  example,)  I  had  occasion  to  men- 
tion the  Duke  of  Alva,  or  the  Duke  of  Medina 
Sidottia,  I  called  them  without  ceremony,  ''Alva, 
and  Medina  Sidonia."  In  a  word,  I  became  so 
vain  and  haughty,  that  I  was  no  longer  my  father^s 
son.  Alas !  poor  duenna  and  usher,  I  did  not  so 
much  as  enquire  whether  you  were  happy  or  mi- 
serable in  the  Asturias!  I  did  nbt  even  think  of 
you !  The  court  is  like  the  river  Lethe  in  making 
us  forget  our  parents  and  friends,  when  they  are 
Imder  misfortunes. 

I  no  longer,  therefore,  remembered  my  family, 
when  one  morning  a  young  man  came  to  mv  house, 
and  desiring  to  speak  with  me  in  private,  I  carried 
him  into  my  closet,  where,  without  offering  him  a 
chair,  because  he  seemed  to  be  a  plebeian,  1  asked 
what  he  wanted  with  me?  ''Howi  Signior  Gil 
Bias,  (said  he,)  don't  you  remember  me?"  In 
vain  I  considered  him  attentively :  I  was  obliged  to 
answer,  that  his  features  were  ^tirelv  unknown. 
''I  am  (he  replied)  one  of  your  old  school  fellows, 
a  native  of  Oviedo,  and  son  of  Bertrand  Muscada, 
the  grocer,  your  uncle  the  canon's  neighbour.  I 
remember  you  very  well ;  we  have  played  together 
a  thousand  times  at  Gallina  Ciega."* 

''  I  have  (said  I)  but  a  confused  idea  of  the 
amusements  of  ray  infancy :  the  business  in  which 
I  have  been  enga^^,  since  that  time,  has  effaced 

*  Bfind-man's  IniC 
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AeiD  fimn  my  mefnofy."  "I  am  come  (he  femmBMf 
to  Madrid,  to  settle  accoonts  with  my  fatbei's 
oorrespondent :  and  I  heard  it  said  that  yon  wai 
on  a  good  footing  atcoart,  and  afaready  as  rich  as  a 
Jew.  I  congratnlhte  yoo  on  yoar  good  fortvne; 
and  win,  at  my  retnrn  into  the  coantry,  ovetwheha 
your  &mily  with  joy,  by  telBng  them  such  an 
agreeable  piece  of  news.''' 

I  could  not,  in  common  decency,  forbear  asking 
in  what  situation  he  had  left  my  father,  mother, 
and  uncle:  but  this  piece  of  duty  I  performed 
so  coldly,  that  the  grocer  had  no  great  reason  to 
admire  the  force  of  blood.  He  seemed  shocked  at 
my  indifference  for  those  who  ought  to  have  been 
so  dear  to  me;  and  being  a  plain,  vulgar  young 
fellow,  said  blundy,  ^'i  thought  you  had  more 
tenderness  and  sensibility  for  your  relations.  How 
coldly  do  you  enquire  into  their  circmn8tanoe»! 
Know,  that  your  father  and  mother  are  still  at 
service ;  and  the  good  canon  Gil  Peres,  burthened 
with  old  age  and  infirmities,  draws  near  his  end. 
People  ought  to  have  some  natural  affection ;  and 
since  vou  are  in  a  condition  to  assist  your  parents, 
I  advise  you,  as  a  friend,  to  send  two  hundred 
pistoles  yearly  for  their  support :  by  which  means 
you  will  make  their  life  easy  and  happy,  without 
any  inconvenience  to  yourself."  instead  of  being 
moved  by  the  picture  which  he  drew  of  my  family, 
1  was  disgusted  at  the  liberty  which  he  took  in 
advising  roe,  without  being  desired  so  to  do.  With 
a  little  more  address,  perhaps,  he  might  have  per- 
suaded me ;  but  his  freedom  had  a  contrary  eOect. 
He  perceived  my  displeasure  by  my  silence;  and 
continuing  his  exhortation  with  more  malice  dian 
charity,  made  me  lose  my  patience  entirel  v.  ^  Oh, 
this  is  too  much !  (cried  I  in  a  passion)  go,  Mr. 
Muscada,  and  meddle  with  your  own  concerns :  it 
becomes  you  well,  indeed,  to  prescribe  to  me :  I 
know  my  duty,  on  this  occaaon,  better  than  you 
can  teach  me«"  So  saying,  I  pushed  the  grocer  out 
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'ttmy  closet,  and  sent  him  back  to  sell  pepper  and 
daves  at  Oviedo.  What  he  said,  however,  did  not 
&il  of  having  some  efiect :  I  reproached  myself 
with  bang  an  nnnatnral  son,  and  was  melted 
accordingly.  I  recalled  the  care  they  had  taken 
of  my  infancy  and  education :  I  considered  the 
daty  I  owed  to  my  parents;  and  my  reflections 
were  attended  with  some  transports  of  acknow- 
ledgment, which,  however,  came  to  nothing :  they 
were  soon  stifled  by  my  ingratitude^  and  suc- 
ceeded by  profound  oblivion.  There  are  tfif^ny 
parents  who  have  children  of  the  same  stamp.    . 

The  avarice  and  ambition  with  which  I  was 
possessed  entirely  changed  my  disposition.  I  lost 
all  my  gaiety,  became  absent  and  thoughtful ;  in  a 
word,  a  miserable  animal.  Fabricio,  seeing  me 
altogether  bent  on  sacrificing  to  fortune,  and  very 
much  detached  from  him,  came  but  seldom  to  my 
house,  where  one  day  he  could  not  help  saying, 
'^  Truly,  Gil  Bias,  thou  art  grown  out  of  my  know- 
ledge: befbre  thy  coming  to  court,  thou  wast 
always  easy  and  tranquil ;  at  present,  thou  art  in- 
cessandy  agitated  with  project  after  project  to 
enrich  ttiyself ;  and  the  more  wealth  thou  hast  got, 
the  more  woiddst  thou  amass.  Besides,  let  me 
tell  thee,  thou  no  longer  treatest  me  with  that 
effusion  of  the  heart,  and  freedom  of  behaviour, 
which  are  the  soul  of  friendship  ;  on  the  contrary, 
thou  wrappest  thyself  up,  and  concealest  from  me 
thy  secret  views :  nay,  I  can  perceive  constraint 
in  all  thy  civilities  towards  me :  in  short,  Gil  Blaa 
is  no  longer  the  same  CKl  Bias  whom  I  formerly 
knew." 

"  Yon  joke  sare  (said  I,  with  an  air  of  indif- 
ference,] I  can't  perceive  any  change  in  myself."— 
'^Thy  own  eyes  are  no  judges,  (answered  he^) 
they  are  bewitched  :  believe  me,  thy  metamor- 
pliosis  is  but  too  true.  Speak  sincerely,  my  friend, 
bo  thoa  and  I  live  together  as  formerly  ?  When  I 
used  lo  knock  at  thy  door  in  the  morning,  thou 
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is  poiOD  to  open  it,  veiy  often  half  adeep  , 
and  I  entered  thy  cbimbiT  withont  ceremony. 
Now  behold  the  di&erence!  Thon  art  attended  by 
half  a  Kore  of  lacqoiesw— I  am  obliged  to  wait  in 
thy  anti^hamber,  and  tend  in  my  name  before! 
can  speak  with  thee :  then,  how  am  I  received  f 
with  a  forced  politenesi,  and  air  of  importance :  so 
that  ny  visits  seem  tedious  and  tiresome.  Dost 
thon  think  soch  a  reception  can  be  agreeaUe  to 
one  who  has  lived  with  thee  on  the  footing  of  a 
comrade  f  No,  Santillane,  no,  I  can't  put  np  with 
it.  FarewdL  Letns  part  friends,  and  get  rid 
of  one  another :  thon  of  one  who  censures  thy 
behavionr,  and  I  of  a  rich  upstart  who  has  forgot 
UmsdC^ 

I  felt  myself  more  irritated  than  reclaimed  by 
hu  reproaches,  and  let  him  go,  without  making 
the  Irast  effort  to  detain  him.  In  my  opinion,  at 
that  time  the  friendship  of  a  poet  was  not  of  such 
value,  as  that  I  should  be  afflicted  at  the  loss  of  it : 
I  found  abundance  of  consolation  in  the  acquaint- 
ance of  some  small  officers  of  the  King,  to  whom 
of  late  I  was  strictly  connected  by  a  similitude  of 
disporition.  The  greatest  part  of  these  new  com- 
panions were  people  who  qprung  I  know  not 
whence^  and  arrived  at  their  posts  merely  by  the 
happy  influence  of  their  stars.  They  had  already 
made  their  fortunes ;  and  the  wretches,  ascrlbiug 
to  their'  own  merit  the  wealth  which  had  been 
heaped  upon  them  by  the  bounty  of  the  King,  forgot 
themselves  as  well  as  I  did.  We  looked  upon 
ourselves  as  very  respectable  personages.  O  for- 
tune !  how  are  dby  favours  usually  dispensed !  The 
stoic  Epictetus  was  certainly  in.  the  right,  when  he 
compared  thee  to  a  young  lady  of  fashioD,  wb» 
prostitutes  herself  to.  the  embraces  of  footmen. 

* 
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f^NE  eveniog,  after  the  company  which  had 
supped  with  me  was  gone,  seeing  myself  alone  with 
Scipioylasked  what  he  had  done  that  day?  "Amaster- 
piece  (he  replied :)  I  intend  to  have  yoa  married  to 
the  only  daughter  of  a  goldsmith  of  my  acquaint- 
ance.''— "  The  daughter  of  a  goldsmith !  (cried  I 
with  an  air  of  disdain)  hast  thou  lost  thy  senses? 
How  canst  thou  propose  a  wife  from  the  city? 
One  who  has  certainly  merit,  and  is  on  a  sure 
footing  at  court,  ought  to  entertain  more  elevated 
views,  methinks.'' — "  How,  Sir  ?  (replied  Scipio,) 
sure  you  are  not  in  earnest :  consider  that  the  mak 
alone  ennobles ;  and  be  not  more  delicate  than  • 
thousand  noblemen,  whose  names  I  can  mention. 
Do  you  know  that  the  heiress  in  question  is  worth 
an  hundred  thousand  ducats  ?    Is  not  this  a  fine 
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Bond  of  plate  ?**  When  I  heard  him  talk  of  sudi  • 
round  sam,  I  becanie  more  tractable.  "  I  yidd, 
(said  I  to  my  secretary;)  the  dowry  determiiiea 
.  me ;  when  shall  I  touch  it  f "— ''  Sofdy,  Sir,  (he 
\  replied,)  a  litde  patience :  I  mast  first  commnni- 
'  cate  the  proposal  to  the  father,  and  obtain  his 
consent.''  **6ood!  (said  I,  laughing  heartily:) 
are  yon  sdll  thereabouts  f  I  find  the  marriage  is 
(v  aidvanced.''*-*'^  Fsrtber  than  you  imaging  (an- 
swered he;)  I  want  only  an  boor's  conversation 
with  the  goldsmith,  and  will  answer  for  his  con- 
sent. But  before  we  proceed,  let  os  come  to  a 
composition,  if  you  please.  Suppose  I  procure  for 
you  those  hundred  thousand  ducats,  how  many  will 
fall  to  my  share?" — ^''Twenty  thousand,"  (I  repfied.) 
*'  Heaven  be  praised !  (said  he:)  I  limit  the  acknow- 
ledgment to  ten  thousand :  for  once,  you  are 
more  generous  than  I.  To-morrow  I  will  set  this 
negociation  on  foot ;  and  you  may  depend  upon  its 
success :  otherwise,  1  am  but  an  ass."  In  efiect, 
two  days  after,  he  said,  **  I  have  spoke  to  Signior 
Gabriel  Salero  the  goldsmith ;  and  have  extolled 
your  credit  and  your  merit  so  moch,  that  be 
listened  to  the  proposal  I  made,  of  accepting  you 
for  a  son-in-law :  and  yon  shall  have  Ins  daughter 
with  a  hundred  thousand  ducats,  provided  you 
can  make  it  plainly  appear  that  you  are  in  favour 
tinih  the  minister."  "  If  that  be  the  case,  (answered 
I  to  Scipio,)  I  shall  be  married  very  soon  :  but  »• 
prouos,  hast  thou  seen  the  girl?  Is  she  handsome?" 
'*  Not  sb  handsome  as  the  dowry  (said  he ;)  between 
you  and  me,  this  rich  heiress  is  not  a  very  beautiful 
creature:  but,  luckily,  that  you  don't  mind." — "No, 
fkith,  my  child !  (said  I,)  we  courtiers  only  marry 
for  the  sake  of  marrying,  and  look  for  beauty  no 
where  but  in  the  wives  of  our  friends.  If  it  hap^ 
pens  to  center  in  our  own,  we  take  so  litde  notice 
of  it,  that  it  is  but  just  in  them  to  punish  us  for  our 
neglect." 

**  This  is  not  all,  (resumed  Scipio.)  Signior  0»* 
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brid  itiviteft  you  to  supper  to-oight ;  and  we  have 
agreed  that  you  shall  not  talk  of  marriage.  There 
will  be  several  merchants  of  his  acquaintance  pre- 
sent at  the  entertainment,  where  you  shall  appear 
only  a  simple  guest :  and  to-morrow  he  will  sup 
with  yon  in  t^  same  manner.  By  this  vou  may 
•ee  that  he  wants  to  study  your  temper,  before  he 
proceeds:  so  that  yon  must  be  on  your  guard 
Wore  bim."^— ^' Zooks !  (said  I,  with  an  air  of 
confidence,)  let  him  examine  me  as  narrowly  as  be 
pleases ;  t  shall  lose  nothing  by  his  scrutiny." 

All  this  was  punctually  executed :  I  repaired  to 
the  bouse  of  the  goldsmith,  who  received  me  as 
fiuniliarly  as  if  we  had  already  visited  one  another 
ieveral  times.  He  was  an  honest  cititen,  polite 
liasta  porfiar,*  as  the  saying  is.  He  introduced  m^ 
to  Signiora  Engenia  his  wifr,  and  young  Gabriela, 
hif  daughter,  to  whom  I  paid  abundance  pf  com- 
pEtnctttSy  without  infringing  the  treaty.  I  said  a 
great  many  thhogs,  in  very  specions  words,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  courtiers. 

Gabriela  (no  disparagement  to  my  secretary) 
appeared  not  at  ail  disagreeable ;  whether  on  ac* 
count  of  her  being  richly  dressed,  or  that  I  looked 
upon  ber  through  the  dowry,  I  know  not.  What  a 
Ane  bouse  did  Signior  Gabriel  possess !  I  believe 
there  was  more  silver  in  it  than  in  all  the  mines  of 
Pern :  diat  metal  presented  itself  to  the  view,  in 
all  comers,  under  a  thousand  different  shapes. 
Every  room,  and  that  in  particular  wnere  we 
ioppM,  was  a  perfect  treasure.  What  a  noble 
imeotaele  was  this  for  the  eyes  of  a  son-in-law ! 
The  old  Boan,  that  he  might  do  the  greater  honour 
to  kh  entertainment,  had  assiembled  five  or  six 
tterehants,  persons  equally  grave  and  tedious: 
they  spoke  of  nothing  but  commerce ;  and  theii' 
diKOnrsQ  might  have  been  called  a  conference  of 

^■^— ^M— —         ■■■■■.  ■  II        ■    ■< 

*  Even  to  obslinacj. 


38  ADVENTCRES  OF  GIL  BIAS 

faclorsy  ratJjer  than  the  cooversalion  of  firiends  at 
supper. 

Next  night  I  treated  oar  goldsmith  in  my 
^um ;  and  as  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  daztle  him 
with  pkite,  had  recourse  to  an  illusion  of  a  difierent 
kind«  I  invited  to  supper  those  of  my  friends  who 
made  the  best  figure  at  court,  and  whom  I  knew 
to  be  ambitious  fellows,  and  who  set  no  boundfl  to 
their  desires.  These  people  talked  of  nothing  but 
pomp,  of  splendid  aad  lucrative  posts  to  wfaicli 
they  aspired;  and  this  had  its  effect:  the  citisem 
Gabriel,  confounded  by  their  grand  ideas,  found 
himself,  in  spite  of  his  wealth,  a  mortal  man  la 
comparison  of  these  gentlemen.  As  for  my  owm 
part,  affecting  the  man  of  moderation,  I  said  I 
would  be  contented  with  a  middling  fortune; 
twenty  thousand  ducats  a  year,  or  go.  Upon 
which,  these  greedy  hunters  of  honour  and  richel 
cried,  (  was  in  the  wrong;  and  that  a  man  who 
(like  me)  was  beloyed  by  the  prime-ministeri  oug^t 
not  to  restrict  himself  to  such  a  trifle.  The  fathei^ 
in-law  lost  not  a  syllable  of  what  was  said,  and  I 
thought  I  observed  him  very  well  satisfied  whea 
he  retired. 

Scipio  did  not  fail  to  visit  him  next  morning,  andl 
asked  if  he  was  pleased  with  my  behaviour:  ^'1 
am  charmed  with  it!  (replied  tho  citizen,)  the 
young  man  has  won  my  heart.  But  Signior  Sci- 
pio, (added  he,)  I  conjure  you,  by  our  old  ac- 
quaintance, to  speak  sincerely.  We  have  all  our 
different  foibles,  as  you  know ;  tell  me  that  of 
Signior  de  Santillane :  is  he  a  gamester  ?  is  he  a 
rake  ?  What  is  his  vicious  inclination  f  Prw  don't 
conceal  it^^-^^You  affront  me,  Signior  Gabtfiel, 
by  asking  such  a  question,  (replied  the  mediator :) 
I  am  not  so  much  in  my  master's  iotecestras  ini 
yoiirs.  If  he  had  any  bad  quality  capable  of 
making  your  daughter  unhappy,  doyou  think  I  woula 
lave  proposed  him  to  you  for  a  son-in-law  f  No« 
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!  I  «m  too  orach  yoar  humble  senrant  Btit 
between  yoa  and  me,  I  know  no  other  fault  in  him, 
but  that  of  having  no  fault  He  is  too  modest  for 
a  young  man." — '*  So  much  the  better,  (cried  the 
goldsmith ;)  I  am  glad  of  it  Go,  friend,  assure 
him  that  he  shall  have  my  daughter,  whom  I  would 
bestow  upon  him,  even  if  he  was  not  beloved  by 
the  minister." 

My  secretary  had  no  sooner  informed  me  of  this 
conversation  than  I  hastened  to  Salero's  .bouse,  to 
thank  him  for  his  condescension.  He  had  already 
declared  his  pleasure  to  his  wife  and  daughter, 
who  gave  me  to  understand,  by  their  behaviour 
towards  me,  that  they  submitted  to  his  will  with- 
out reluctance.  I  carried  my  father-in-iaw,  and 
E resented  him  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  to  whom  I 
ad  imparted  the  a£fair  the  preceding  eveninig. 
His  excellency  received  him  very  courteously, 
and  assured  him  that  he  w^  very  glad  he  had 
chosen  for  a  son-in-law  a  man  for  whom  be  had 
so  much  regard,  and  whom  he  intended  to  advance. 
He  then  enlarged  upon  my  good  qualities,  and,  in 
short,  spoke  so  well  of  me,  that  honest  Gabrid 
thought  he  had  ^et  in  my  worship  one  of  the  best 
matches  in  Spain.  He  was  so  overjoyed,  that  the 
tear  stood  in  his  eye :  he  clasped  me  in  his  arms  at 
parting,  and  said,  '^  My  son,  I  am  so  impatient  to 
see  jou  Gabriela's  husband,  that  yon  shall  be 
married  in  eight  day^  at  furthest" 


CHAPTER  U. 


The  order  of  my  history  requires  that  1  shouM 
leave  my  marriage  for  a  moment,  to  recount  the 
services  which  I  did  to  Don  Alphonso,  my  old 
master,  whom  I  had  entirely  forgotten  till  now. 


JUntfttfUB  Cft  COL  BLAS. 


dt  J  of  Vakiicnt 
1  beard  this  piece  of  aewt,  I  tbooglic  of 
DoD  AipboMO  de  Lejrva.  I  reflected,  itnt  dns 
f  |iliiyiiwiil  woold  Mttt  him  adorirably  wdl ;  and, 
001  fo  awcfa  lIvoQgk  frkiMblBp  at  ostentatjoo, 
fetoired  to  aik  it  for  hini ;  reprocming  to  uysd!^ 
that  if  I  shoakl  obtaio  the  place,  it  woold  do  me 
iafioiie  boooor.  Addrefuog  myself  tiierefove  to 
Ae  Dake  of  Lerma,  I  lold  Um  Oat  I  had  been 
aieward  to  Don  Cmfar  de  Lejnra  and  hn  son ;  and 
tint  bavinff  all  the  reasoa  in  Ae  world  to  late 
them,  I  took  the  liberty  to  begthe  govemmentof  Va- 
lencia ibr  eidier  the  one  or  the  odier.  The  mimster 
antweied,  *'  With  all  my  heart,  Gil  Bias :  Hove  to 
fee  thee  graieAd  and  generoas.  Betides,  I  esteem 
the  fiunily  thoo  speakett  of:  die  Leyvas  have  been 
.always  good  seiranls  to  the  king,  and  well  deserte 
that  places  Tfaoa  mavest  dispose  of  it  at  thy  own 
idtasore :  I  give  it  thee  for  a  noptial  present*^ 
Ravished  with  my  soecess,  I  went  witfaoat  loss  of 
time,  and  desired  Calderona  to  make  out  letters 
paleot  for  Don  Alphonso.  There  I  found  a  great 
number  of  people  attending  in  rtepectfiil  siktice^ 
until  Rodngo  should  give  them  audience;  and 
pressing  through  the  crowd,  I  presented  myself  set 
the  door  of  bis  closet,  which  was  immediately 
opened,  and  displayed  a  mdtifvde  of  knights,, 
commanders,  and  other  people  of  consequence, 
whom  Calderona  beard  in  their  turns.  His  dif- 
ferent behaviour  to  different  people  was  very  re* 
markable:  be  received  some  with  a  slight  inclination 
of  bis  bead  only ;  others  he  honoured  with  a  bow, 
and  conducted  them  to  his  closet  door.  He  put 
(to  use  the  expression,)  different  shades  of  con- 
sideration in  tne  civilities  he  showed.  On  one 
hluidt  I  perceived  some  cavaliefB,  who,  shocked  at 
the  little  regard  he  paid  to  therh,  cursed  in  their 
hearts  the  necessity  that  compelled  them  to  cringe 
to  such  a  feUow.    On  the  contrary,  1  observed 
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tflhen,  wbo  laogfaed  within  chemsdves  mt  hb  ridi* 
ciiloas  and  self-siificieot  deportment.  Though  ] 
made  all  these  fine  observations,  I  waB  not  capable 
trf*  profiting  by  them  ;  for  I  behaved  at  home  Justin 
the  same  manner,  mttd  litde  minded  whether  n^ 
haughty  carriage  was  blamed  or  approved,  provided 
it  commanded  respect. 

Don  Rodrigo  having,  by  chance,  cast  his  eyes 
upon  me,  hastily  Quitted  a  gendeman,  to  whom  he 
WIS  'Speaking,  and  coming  up,  embraoed  me  with 
^emonstradoBs  of  friendship,  that  surprised  me 
not  a  little.  ^*  Ah  !  my  dear  colleague  (cried  he,) 
what  afl»  procmres  me  the  pleasure  of  seeing  yoa 
lieref  is  there  any  thing  in  which  I  can  serve 
you  f "  I  told  htm  the  canse  of  my  visit ;  and  he 
«ssured  me,  in  the  most  obliging  terms,  that  wha 
I  wanted  should  be  done  by  the  same  hour  nez 
<day.  He  did  not  limit  his  politeness  lo  this,  but 
conducted  me  as  iar  as  the  door  of  the  anti-cham- 
%er,  wbither  he  never  used  to  go,  except  with 
grandees,  and  there  embraced  me  anew. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  civBity  ?  (said  I 
to  mjrself,  going  out,)  what  can  it  forebode  ?  Sure 
dalderona  meditates  my  ruin.  Perhaps  he  is  de- 
^rous  of  gaining  my  friendship ;  or  feeling  his 
favour  on  the  decline,  cultivates  me  with  a  view  o. 
engaging  my  «nlercession  with  our  patron  in  his 
liehalf.  I  did  not  knew  which  of  these  conjectures 
I  should  adopt  Next  day,  when  I  returned,  he 
treated  me  in  the  same  manner,  loading  me  with 
-civility  and  caresses.  True,  indeed,  he  bated  a 
great  deal  of  that  polit^iess,  in  his  reception  of 
other  people,  who  came  to  speak  with  him.  He 
was  Uttnt  with  .some,  cold  with  others,  and  dis- 
obligyig  to  every  body.  But  all  of  them  were 
sufficiently  revenged,  by  an  adventure  which  hap- 
fiened,  and  which  I  ought  not  to  pass  over  m 
silence.  This  will  be  an  advice  to  the  reader,  and 
fcr  those  clerks  and  secretaries  who  shall  read  it. 

A  man  in  very  plain  dress,  and  who  did  not  at 
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«n  appear  what  be  was,  approached  Calderoaa^ 
and  spoke  to  him  of  a  certain  memorial,  which  he 
Mid  DC  had  presented  to  the  Dnke  of  Lernuu 
Don  Rodrigo,  who  did  not  even  look  at  the  cava- 
fier,  said  to  him,  in  a  sarly  tone,  ^'  What  is  your 
name,  friend?"  *^I  was  called  Francillo  in  my 
infancy,  (replied  the  cavalier,  very  coolly ;)  since 
that  time,  I  have  had  the  appellation  of  Don 
Francisco  de  Zuniga,*  and,  at  present,  my  name 
is  the  Coont  de  Pedroso."  Calderona,  astonislied 
at  these  words,  and  finding  that  he  had  to  do  with 
a  man  of  the  first  quality,  endeavoured  to  excuse 
himself.  *'  Signior  (said  he  to  the  Count,)  I  beg 
pardon,  if  not  knowing  you" — ^^  I  want  none  of 
thy  excuses,  (said  FrancUlo,  with  disdain,)  I  de- 
mse  thy  apologies  as  much  as  thy  incivility. 
Know,  that  a  minnter's  secretary  ought  lo  receive 
all  sorts  of  people  with  good  manners.  Thou 
mayest,  if  thou  wilt,  be  vain  enough  to  look  upon 
thyself  as  thy  master's  deputy ;  but  don't  forget 
that  thou  art  only  his  valet" 

Though  the  haughty  Don  Rodrigo  was  very 
much  mortified  at  this  incident,  he  did  not  become 
a  whit  more  affable.  As  for  my  part,  I  marked 
this  stroke,  and  resolved  to  take  care  how  I  be- 
haved to  people,  in  ^ving  audience,  and  never  to 
be  insolent  but  with  mutes.  As  Don  Alphonso's 
patent  was  expedited,  I  carried  it  away,  and  sent 
It,  by  an  express,  to  that  young  nobleman,  with  a 
letter  from  the  Dnke  of  Lerma,  in  which  lus 
excellency  informed  him,  that  the  king  had  named 
him  to  the  government  of  yaleocia.f    I  took  no 


*  Zuniga,  one  of  the  most  ancient  families  of  Castile. 

f  Valencia,  the  capital  of  the  Idngdom  that  bears  tfas 
same  name,  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  GuadabTira, 
about  half  a  league  from  the  8ea«  It  is  die  see  of  an 
archbishop,  and  seat  of  an  university,  a  place  of  great 
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notice  of  the  share  I  had  in  this  nomiiiation ;  I 
would  not  even  write ;  pleasing  myself  with  the 
hope  of  telling  him  by  word  of  mouth,  and  of 
surprising  him  agreeably,  when  he  should  come  to 
eoorty  to  take  the  oaths  for  his  employment 


CHAPTER  lU. 


Let  us  return  to  my  fair  Gabjrida>  whom  1 
was  to  marry  ur  eight  di^rs.  Both  P|Hfes  pre- 
pared for  the  ceren^ny :  Salero  bcfcht  ncff  clothes 
for  the  bride ;  and  1  hired  a  chanHrmsdd,  a  page, 
and  an  oldsauire,  for  her  attefflantf.  Alpthis 
was  ordered^'ljl^Scipio,  who  waited  eve^  morr 
patiently  than  I  for  the  day  on  which  m£^o^ry 
was  to  be  paid.  fik 

On  the  eveqing  preceding  that  day  s^niuch 
desired,  I  supdkl  at  the'^ouse  of  my  father-in-law, 
with  uncles,  sreints,  male*; and  female  cousins,  and 
played  the  part  of  an  hypocritical  son-in-law  to 
great  perfecUoo,  I  shewed  great  respect  to  the 
goldsmith  anoMfc  wife,  actedLthe  passionate  lover 
to  Grabriela,  sH^ehavedgMB  courteously  to  the 
whole  family,  to  *  who^flH^iscourse  and  cit-like 
observatioiMMJII^ently  1^^  Accordingly,  at 

the  price  ^'^''^*|i|i^  ^^®  good  fortune 

to  please  all\iSi@nre£tiolll^Drhere  was  not  one 
among  them  who  did  not  seem  glad  bf  my  al* 
Gance. 


trafle,  and,  tm  Uie  whole,  so  a^^reeable  as  to  have  obtained 
the  name  of  Valencia  la  hermosa ;  Yaleocia  the  beautifuL 
This  country  was  formerly  in  possession  of  the  Moore,  from 
whom  the  atr  was  taken,  about  the  end  of  the  elevenlh  cen  • 
tury,  by  the  mmous  Ruy  Dias,  surnamod  the  Cid. 


t 
i 
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The  npast  being  ended,  the  coropanV  removed 
iyio  ft  great  hall,  where  we  were  regaled  with  ft 
concert  of  vocal  and  instramental  music,  which 
was  not  ill  executed,  although  they  had  not  chosen 
the  best  hands  of  Madrid.  Several  gay  airs,  with 
which  our  ears  were  agreeably  entertained,  put  us 
all  in  such  good  humour,  that  we  began  to  form 
conntiT  dances.  God  knows  how  we  performed, 
fince  I  was  taken  for  a  disciple  of  Terpsichore  : 
thoogh  I  had  no  other  principles  of  that  art,  than 
two  or  three  lessons,  which  I  received  from  a  cox- 
comb of  a  dancing-master,  who  came  to  teach  the 
pages,  when  I  lived  with  the  Marchioness  of 
Chaves,  jdkfter  we  ha4,  sufficiently  diverted  our- 
selves, it  oling^tme  for  each  tON  think  of  retiring,  I 
was  very  prodigpjl  of  my  hugs  khd  bows.  *'  Adieu, 
my  iOD,  (said  Siiero,  embracing  me,)  I  will  wait  on 
yo^o-morrow  morning,  with  the  dowry,  in  good 
gofl.'' — **  My  dear  fatner  (I  replied,)' vou  shall  be 
very  Ji^come."  Then  wishing  the  iamily  good 
mghtjf^  got  into  the  coach  that  waited  for  me  at 
the  gate,  and  drove  homewiirds.    •« 

I  was  scarce  two  hundred  pac^s  from  Signior 
Gabriel's  house,  when  fifteen  or  twenty  men,  some 
on  horseback,  others  a-fodt,  armed  with  swords  and 
carabines,  surrounded  the  coach  lAid  stopped  it, 
crying,  *'  In  the  Eittda^ame  !"  They  made  me 
come  out  in  a  hurr^^JM  threw'  me  into  a  post- 
chaise,,  where  the  chief  of  Aese  cay^igrs  mounting 
along  with  me,  bid  the^^^el'  profj^e'd  for  Segovia. 

soon  guessed  tbat^^m-^feltowH^VQller  was  an 
lionest  alguazil,  whoml  questioned  about  the  cause 
of  my  imprisonment.  But  he  answered  in  the 
usual  tone  of  those  gentlemen,  that  is,  in  a  brutal 
manner^  that  be  was  not  obliged  to  tell  me  any 
thing  of  the  matter.  I  observed  that  perhaps  he 
might  be  mistaken  in  the  roan.  **  No  no,  (said  be) 
I  know  my  business  better.  ITou  are  Signior  de 
Saafillane ;  and  you  I  have  orders  to  conduct  to 
the  place  for  which  we  are  bound."    Uaving  ao« 
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thing  to  reply,  I  resolved   to  bold  mr  tonne. 

^e  travetted  all  the  t«st  of  dm  nigbt,  along  IKok* 

caranez,  in  projfbund  silence ;  changed  horsei  at 

ObloieBar,  and  arrived  in  the  evening  at  Segoviai* 

where  Iiras  locked  up  in  the  tower.  ' 


* , 


CHAPTER  IF. 


• »  The7  began  with  putting  me  into  a  dungeon, 
where  I  was  left  upon  straw,  like  a  niale&ctor 
worthy  of  death.  Here  I  passed  the  night,  not  lo^ 
deploring  my  condition,  for,  as  yet^  I  bad  not  per 
ceived  the  whole  of  my  misfortune,  but  in  tasking 
my  remembrance  to  find  out  the  cause  of  my  im* 
prisonment.  I  did  not  doubt  that  it  was  the  work 
of  Calderona  ^  neverthel^s^j  though  I  suspected 
that  be  had  discovered  tb^  .whole,  I  could  not 
conceive  how  he  had  premiled -upon  the  Duke,  of 
.  l^rma  to  treat  me  so  cruelly.    Sometimes  I  ima- 


.  ^  Segovia,  a  city  of  New  Castile^  about  twelve  leagues  from 
Madrid;  famous  for  its  tvoolleri  manufacture;  the  tower 
tliat  was  built  by  t^e  Moors ;  the  mint ;  which  surpasses  dl 
work  of  the  same  kind  in  Europe  f  and  an  aqueduct,  built  by 
'.the  emperor  Trajan,  which  remains  ^thre  to  this  day,  aaa 
is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  finest  m9nument8  of  antiquity^ 
ft  extends  three  thousand  paces  from  one  mountain  to  800* 
ther ;  and  b  supported  by  one  hundred  and  seventy-sereo 
arches  is  two  tiers,  forming  as  it  were  a  double  bridge.  Thi* 
^ediftcB  is  built  of  large  hewn  stones,  ao  artfully  joined  wHh- 
>at  mortar  or  cement,  that  it  remains  undamaged  to  the  pre* 
sent  age :  whereas  the  litde  improvements  that  are  occasion- 
ally made  upon  it  for  the  pubhc  uae  seldom  last  longer  than 
fifteen  or  twenty  years. 
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pined  that  I  bad  been  arrested  withoat  the  know* 
fadge  of  his  excellency ;  and  somedmes  I  thongbt 
chat  he  himself  was  the  cause  of  my  misfortunes, 
for  some  poliucsQ  reasons  that  often  induce  minis- 
ters to  use  their  favourites  in  this  manner. 

I  was  strongly  agitated  by  these  different  con- 
fectures,  when  the  light  of  day,  penetrating  through 
a  litde  grate,  presented  to  my  view  the  horror  ol 
the  place  in  which  I  was.  I  then  grieved  without 
moderation,  and  my  eyes  became  two  sources  ot 
tears,  which  the  remembrance  of  my  prosperity 
rendered  inexhaustible.  While  I  abandoned  my- 
self to  my  sorrow,  a  turnkey  came  into  my  dun- 
geon, with  a  loaf  and  a  pitcher  of  water,  for  the 
day's  allowance.  He  looked  at  me,  and  observing 
that  my  face  was  bathed  in  tears,  gaoler  as  he  was, 
felt  an  emotion  of  pity.  *'  Signior  prisoner,  (said 
he,)  don't  despair.  Tou  must  not  be  so  sensible 
of  the  vicissitudes  of  life ;  you  are  young,  and 
will  see  better  days.  Meanwhile,  eat  the  King's 
allowance  with  a  good  grace." 

My  comforter  went  out,  when  he  had  pronounced 
these  words,  to  which  I  made  no  answer,  but  by 
groans  and  lamentaticAis.  I  spent  the  whole  day 
in  cursing  my  fate,  without  thinking  of  doing 
honour  to  my  provision,  which,  to  me,  in  mj  pre- 
sent situation,  seemed  not  so  much  a  present  of 
the  king's  bounty,  as  the  effect  of  his  rage ;  since  it 
served  rather  to  prolong  than  assuage  the  pains  of 
the  unhappy* 

Night,  in  the  mean  time,  arrived,  and  immediately 
a  great  noise  of  keys  attracted  my  attention. 
The  door  of  my  dungeon  opened,  and  a  moment 
after,  a  man  entering  with  a  candle  in  his  band^ 
approached  me,  saying,  *'  Signior  Gil  Bias,  behold 
one  of  your  old  friends.  I  am  that  Don  Andrea 
de  Tordesillas,  who  lived  with  vou  at  Grenada, 
and  was  gendeman  to  the  archbishop,  while  yon 
was  in  favour  with  that  prelate.    Tou  desired  him*. 
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If  vou  remember,  to  employ  Us  credit  in  my  be- 
hau;  and  by  his  interest,  I  was  named  for  an 
employment  in  Mexico :  biit,  instead  of  embarking 
for  the  Indies,  I  stopt  in  the  city  of  Alicant,  where 
I  married  the  daughter  of  him  who  commanded 
the  castle,  and  by  a  train  of  adventures  which  1 
shall  recount  to  you  by  and  by,  I  am  now  become 
keeper  of  the  tower  of  Segcrvia.  I  have  express 
orders  to  keep  you  from  the  speech  of  every  living 
soul,  to  make  you  lie  upon  straw,  and  live  upon 
bread  and  water  only.  But  I  have  too  much 
humanity  not  to  pity  your  misfortunes:  besides, 
you  have  done  me  service ;  and  my  gratitude  mre- 
vails  over  the  orders  which  I  have  received.  Far 
from  being  the  instrument  of  that  cruelty  which 
they  would  exercise  upon  you,  I  intend  to  soften 
the  rigour  of  your  fate.  Get  up  and  follow  me." 
'  Although  Mr.  Keeper  well  deserved  my  thanks, 
my  understanding  was  so  much  disturbed,  that  I 
could  not  answer  one  word.  I  did  not  fail,  how- 
ever, to  follow  him  through  a  court,  and  up  a  nar- 
row stair,  to  a  small  room,  quite  a-top  of  the  tower. 
I  was  not  a  litde  surprised,  when  I  entered  this 
chamber,  to  see  two  lights  burning  in  braxen  can- 
dlesticks, and  two  hcmdsome  covers  on  a  table. 
*'The  victuals  will  be  presendy  brought,  (said 
Tordesillas,)  and  we  will  sup  here  together.  I 
hkve  destined  this  retreat  for  your  lodging,  where 
you  will  live  much  more  comfortably  than  in  your 
dungeon.  Tou  will  see,  from  your  window,  the 
flowery  banks  of  the  Erena,  and  the  delightfiil 
valley  which  extends  fix>m  the  feet  of  the  moun- 
tains that  separate  the  two  Castiles,  as  far  as  Coca. 
I  know  that  at  first  you  will  not  be  very  sensible 
of  such  a  fine  prospect ;  but  when  the  violence  of 
your  grief  shall  be  mellowed,  by  time,  into  a  soft 
melancholy,  yoo  will  take  pleasure  in  making  an 
excursion  with  your  eyes  over  such  agreeable 
objects.    Besides,  you  may  be  assured  of  being 


fidl  pmridfid  n  loRo,  awl  other  ■WMttnw  1i0« 
§iK6mg  a  ggthian  of  Mkacy  and  taste.  Mave^ 
ofCTy  yov  shall  hanre  a  good  bed,  coaifiwtaUe  diet, 
awl  be  fvnisbed  with  as  many  boohs  as  yoachooit 
to  read.  In  a  word,  yoa  shall  be  as  well  tvsalad  at 
apriaoner  can  be. 

Findiag  myself  a  Kttk  eased  by  saeh  oUi^ 
oftrs,  I  tooh  ooorage,  gave  my  gaoler  a  tboswuai 
thaahs,  told  him  that  lie  recalled  me  to  life  by  bis 
geneiotts  behaviow,  and  that  I  wished  I  mi|^ 
e¥cr  again  have  an  opportonity  of  shewing  mj 
mtitnde.  "And  why  not  hare  an  opportaniQr  ^ 
jne  replied,)  do  yon  tinnk  yon  have  lost  your 
nberty  finr  ever?  ion  are  mistaken ;  and  I  d%r# 
assure  yoo,  that  yon  will  be  qoit  ibr  a  few  months 
of  imprisonment'' — *^  What  say  yon,  Signaor  Don 
Andrea  ?  (cried  I)  it  seems  then  you  know  the 
emue  of  my  misfortune." — ^  I  confess  (said  he)  I 
am  not  ignorant  of  the  affair.  The  algnaail,  who 
brought  yon  hither,  imparted  the  secret  to  me; 
and  I  sbsJl  now  reveal  it" 

He  told  me  that  the  king  being  inibnaed  of 
your  having,  in  concert  with  the  Connt  de  Lwaos, 
carried  the  prince  of  Spain  to  the  house  of « a  sns^ 
pected  lady,  had,  to  punish  you  both,  exiled  the 
Connt,  and'sent  you  to  the  tower  of  Segovia,  to  be 
treated  with  all  the  rigour  which  you  have  expe- 
rienced since  your  arrivaL"  *'  And  how  (said  I»> 
did  this  affair  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  King  .^ 
It  is  that  circumstance  in  particular,  of  wUcb  I 
want  to  be  informed."*—'^  And  that  circumsianca 
(he  replied,)  is  what  I  could  not  leam  from  ifae 
aU|;nasil,  who,  in  all  likelihood,  is  himself  ignoiaMi 
ortfae  matter." 

Here  our  conversation  was  interrupted  hf  the 
entrance  of  several  valets,  who  brought  up  supper^ 
They  pot  upon  the  table  some  bread,  tvim  ci^, 
two  bottles,  and  three  large  dishes,  in  one  of  whicb 
there  was  a  ragout  of  hare,  witb  plenty  ofa»iani> 
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iilf  ahd  tkSttn ;  ttn  olla  podrfda*  ill  anotber }  mi 
the  third  contained  81  turkey-powt  (m  k  mannalade 
of  berengeDa.f  When  TordesiBas  saw  that  we 
bad  every  thidg  We  Want^^  be  sent  away  his  ser« 
Vants,  DOt  caring  that  they  should  overn^^  our 
discourse,  and  having  locked  the  door,  we  sat 
down  at  table,  opposite  to  one  another.  "  Let  us 
begin  (said  he)  with  what  is  most  needful.  You 
must  have  a  good  appetitCi  after  a  fast  of  two 
days."  So  saying,  be  loaded  my  plate  with 
victuals,  imagining  that  he  served  one  haJPstarved ; 
and  really  he  had  reason  to  think  I  would  stuff 
myself  with  his  ragouts.  Nevertheless,  I  balked 
his  expectation  ;  and  bow  much  soever  my  condi- 
tion requited  f(>od,  I  could  not  swallow  a  ni6^sel ; 
so  much  did  1  take  to  heart  my  present  situation. 
To  dispel  the  cruel  images  which  incessantly 
afticted  me,  my  keeper  in  vilin  exhorted  ihe  to 
drink,  by  extolling  the  excellence  of  his  winej 
tlad  he  given  me  nectar,  I  should  have  drank  it 
without  pleasure,  at  that  time.  He  percdved  my 
chagrin,  and  changing  his  battery,  began  to  re^ 
count,  in  a  pleasant  manner,  the  history  of  his  own 
inarriage.  But  I  heard  his  narration  with  snch 
absence  of  thought,  that  when  it  was  ended,  I 
could  not  have  repeated  one  word  of  what  he  said. 
Re  concluded  that  he  undertook  too  much,  in 
attempting  to  divert  my  sorrow  that  evening ;  and 
when  supper  was  over,  got  up,  saying,  '^  Signior  de 
Santillaue,  I  will  leave  you  to  your  repose,  or  rather, 
to  muse  at  leisure  upon  your  misfortune.  But  I  re- 
peat it  again,  it  will  not  be  of  long  duration  :  the 
King  is  naturally  good  :  when  his  wrath  subsides, 
and  he  shall  reflect  upon  the  deplorable  situation 


■  i    *  *■ 


*  OUa  podrida,  a  dish  composed  of  all  sorts  of  food, 
f  BerengenA,  a  kind  of  fruit  growing  like  a  cucumber,  and 
ca^iiti,  like  French  beans,  with  mutton,  &lc. 

C  Vou  IIL  4 


«a  ADVKKTURES  OF  OU.  BLAS. 

ifi  whicb  he  believes  y^u  to  be^  he  will  think  yoq 
ftufficieotly  panvshed."  So  saying,  Mr.  Keeper 
wept  down  stairs,  and  sent  up  his  servants  to 
uncover  the  table.  Tliey  carried  off  every  thing. 
even  to  the  candles,  and  I  went  to  bed  by  the 
melancholy  light  of  a  lamp  that  was  fixed  to  the 
walL 


CHAPTER  F. 

I  iPKirr  two  hours  at  least  in  reflecting  upon 
what  Tordesillas  had  told  me.  I  am  confined 
here,  then,  said  I  to  myself,  for  having  contributed 
to  the  pleasures  of  the  heir  apparent.  How  im- 
|>rudeut  was  I,  in  doing  services  of  that  kind,  to 
so  young  a  prince  :  for  his  tender  years  alone  make 
me  guilty.  Had  he  been  in  a  more  advanced  age, 
the  King  would,  perhaps,  have .  laughed  at  that 
which  now  incenses  him  so  much.  But  who  can 
have  given  such  a  piece  of  information  to  that 
monarch,  without  fearing  the  resentment  of  the 
Prince,  or  that  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma ;  who  will 
doubtless  revenge  his  nephew  the  Count  de  Lemos.^ 
How  then  has  the  King  discovered  it  f  that  I  can- 
not comprehend. 

Hither  my  doubts  always  returned.  The  idea, 
however,  that  afflicted  me  most,  that  drove  me  to 
despair,  and  from  which  my  mind  could  not  detach 
itselt^  was  the  pillage  to  which  I  concluded  my 
efiects  had  been  abandoned.  My  strong  box! 
cried  I,  my  dear  riches  ;  what  has  become  of  you, 
into  whose  hands  are  you  fallen  ?  alas !  I  have  lost 
you,  even  in  less  time  than  that  in  which  you  were 
amassed  !  I  painted  to  myself  the  disorder  that 
must  then  reign  in  my  bouse ;  aud,  on  that  sub- 
ject, made  reflections,  every  one  more  melancholy 


/ 
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thflln  ai^other.  The  conftisicin  of  so  iimiiy  diftipettf 
thoughts  threw  tne  into  an  oppredsfon  that  bikitaie 
^vourable ;  and  sleep,  which  had  avoided  me  the 
precediog'  night;  shed  Ms  infltience  oter  my' senses. 
To  this,  the  goodness  of  the  bed,  the  fatigoe  which 
I  had  Qodergone,  as  well  as  the  vapoar^  of  the  vie*  ^ 
(uals  and  wine,  contributed.  I  enjoyed  a  profound  ^ 
sleep,  and,  probably,  the  day  Would  have  surprised 
tne  m  this  condition,  bad  J  not  been  waked,  alt'of  a 
sudden,  by  a  noise  pretty  extraordinary  for  a  pri^ 
son.  I  heard  the  sound  of  a  guha?,  aceompariied 
with  a  man's  voice.  1  listened  with  attention,  and 
hearing  no  more,  believed  it  was  a  dream  :  but,  in 
a  moment^  my  ear  was  struck  again  with  the  sound 
of  the  instrument,  and  the  same  voice,  which-  sung 
the  following  verses. 

*  Ay  de  mi !  un  ano  felice 
Parece  uo  sopio  fipero ; 

Fero  flu  dicha  un  mstaota 
£s  uo  siglo  de  tormento. 

My  sorrow  was  increased  by  this  couplet,  which 
seemed  to  have  been  made  on  purpose  for  me.  I 
have  but  too  well  experienced  the  truth  of  these 
words  (said  I ;)  methiuks  the  season  of  my  pros- 
jperity  parsed  away  very  soon,  and  that  I  have  been 
already  a  whole  age  in  prison.  I  relapsed  into  a 
terrible  reverie,  and  began  again  to  deplore  my 
fate,  as  if  I  ha4  taken  pleasure  in  th^  task.  My 
lamentations,  however,  ended  with  the  night';  and 
tjie  first  rays  of  the  sun,  with  which  my  chamber 
was  enlightened^  a  little  calmed  my  disquiet.  I 
got  up  to  air  my  room,  by  opening  the  window,  and  . 
surVeyed  the  country,  of  which  I  remembered  Mr. 
Keeper  had  given  such  ^  fine  description.    But  I 


I   > 


H        I  ^— i^^^i*.^.— ^— .— »^fi 


*  Alas  I  a  year  of  pleasure  passes  like'  a  fieetSng  breeze 
but  a  moment  of  misfortune  Mems  an  age  of  pain 


ft  hDrj^Tmc»i  or  oitL  BUJi. 

EvfBipm  wbicb  I  knagmed  wa4  at  least  equal  to  th^ 
Tll8M%  f^ppeared  to  be  nQ  more  that  a  rivulet,  it* 
0aw^ry  h^^l^  wera  ba4rckf d  with  the  nettle  ao4 
IBhist)^  only,  and  the  pretended  delightful  valley 
preseo^4  i^othiqg  to  qiy  view,  bat  lands  for  thf 
moH  part  banreo  apd  uncultivated.  Probably,  1 
wa^  PH^t  y^t  arrived  at  that  ^weet  melaocbolyj 


mad^  tbinga  appear  otberwiae  than  I  beheld 
tliem  at  tb^  tim& 

.    I  begaii  to  put  on  my  clothes,  aud  was  already 
half  dressed,  wh^  Torflesiilas  came  ii^^  foUqwed 


care  to  let  you  have  as  much  as  you  can  Ms.e«  Well, 
(added  he,)  how  did  you  pass  the  night  ?  were  your 
sorrows  suspended  for  a  few  momeiilB  by  sleep  i^^ 
**  I  should  have  slept,  perhaps,  tiU  now  (answered 
I)  had  I  not  been  awaked  bv  a  voice,  accompanied 
by  a  guitar."  ^*  The  cavalier  who  has  disturbed 
;^Qtir  repose  (said  he)  is  a  state  prisoner,  whose 
phamber  ik  contiguous  to  yours.  He  Is  a  knight 
of  ibe  (nilitary  order  of  Calatrava,  and  has  a  very 
ap^iable  chs^racter :  his  pame  is  Don  0<^ton  de'Co- 
goiios.  You  may,  if  you  please,  visit  and  eat  with 
one  another*  You  will  find  a  mutual  consolatioti 
in  each  other's  acquaintance,  which  wilt  be  very 
agreeable  to  both." 

I  assured  Don  Andrea,  that  I  was  extremely 
sensible  of  bis  kindness  in  permitting  me  to  unijte 
jnay  grief  with  that  of  the  cavalier ;  and  as  I  ex- 
pressed some  impatience  to  be  acquainted  with  that 
companion  in  misfortune,  our  obliging  keeper  pro- 
cured  me  the  pleasure  tliat  very  day ;  ana  carried 
me  to  dinner  with  Don  Gaston,  who  surprised  me 
wkb.bis  beauty  and  fine  shape.  You  may  judge 
what  he  must  be,  to  make  such  a  strong  impression 
upon  eyes  accustomed  to  behold  the  most  shining 
youth  at  court.     Imagine  to  yourself  a  man  made 
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for  love,  one  of  those  heroes  of  romance,  who,  by 
shewing  themselves  only,  could  rob  princesses  erf* 
their  rest.  Add  to  thb  that  nature,  which  usually 
deals  out  her  gifts  sparingly,  had  endued  CogoUos 
with  ft  great  deal  or  understanding  and  valour ;  so 
that  be  was  a  periSsct  cavalier.  ' 

If  I  was  charmed  by  this  knight,  I  had  also  thfe 
good  fortune  to  be  agreeable  to  him.  He  no  mor6 
sun^  in  the  night  fbr  fear  of  incommoding  me,  not- 
withstanding nry  intreatles  that  he  Would  nbt  ^on* 
strain  himself  on  my  account.  An  intimacy  is  soon 
Contracted  between  two  persons  oppressed  by  mis* 
fortune.  A  tender  fiiefldsnip  was  the  immediate  con* 
sequence  of  our  acqosdntance,  and  became  stronger 
jmd  strcFnger  every  day.  The  liberty  we  etgoyed 
of  convershig  together  when  we  pleased,  was  vei^ 
ttseftd  to  us  both ;  since  by  our  discourse  we  aided 
one  another,  reciprocally,  to  bear  our  milfortunei 
with  patience. 

One  afternoon  entering  hh  ro6qi,  just  as  he  waA 
going  to  play  on  his  guitar,  that  I  might  heat*  him 
the  'tnore  conveniendy,  I  sat  down  on  a  stool, 
which  was  all  the  seat  he  had ;  and  he,  plachig  him* 
sdf  oh  his  bed's  feet,  played  a  very  movmg  air; 
and  sung  words  to  it,  which  expressed  the  despajf 
to  which  the  cruelty  of  a  lady  reduced  her  lover. 
When  he  had  done,  I  said  to  him,  with  a  smile, 
**  Signior  Knight,  these  are  words  which  yon  was 
never  obliged  to  employ  in  your  amours :  yon  are 
too  well  qualified  to  find  the  women  cruel."  "  Ton 
have  too  good  an  opinion  of  me  (he  replied ;)  I 
composed,  in  my  own  behalf,  the  verses  winch  yoti 
have  heard,  to  sbften  a  heart  which  I  believe  harder 
than  diamond,  and  move  to  compassion  a  lady 
who  treated  me  with  extreme  rigour.  I  must  en<^ 
tertain  yon  with  that  story,  by  which  you  will  also 
learn  the  cause  of  my  misfortune.** 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

F 

Not  mucb  less  tbaa  four  years  ago,  I  pet  out 
from  Madrid  for  Coria,  ^o  visit  Donoa  Eleonora  d^ 
Laxarilliiy  mf  aunty  one  of  the  richest  widows  in 
Old  CastUe,  whose  heir  I  a<a.  I  was  no  sooner 
arrived  at  l^rr  house,  than  lotie  began  to  invade 
my  repose  The  windows  of  voy  ajpartment  faced 
the  Jattices  of  a  kdy^  who  lived  opposite  to  oiy 
aunt's  house  f  and  I  could  easily  perceive  her,  by 
the  fissistance  of  the  width  of  b^r  elates,  and  tb? 
4i$irrQWDes$  of  the  street*  I  did  not  neglect  the 
opportunity ;. and  foupd  my  neighbour  so  hand- 
some^ tl^t  I  was  enchanted  at  once.  I  expressed 
py  passion -so  pjajidy^  by  my  eyes^  that  she  could 
liot  be  mistak^u.  She  perceived  it  accordingly; 
but  was  not  at  all  disposed  to  pdde  herself  in  her 
pbsejpiratM>|i9  lind  st^l  Jess  toauswer  my  coquetries. 

I  {nade  lenquifies.^bou^  tliis  dangerous  person, 
i^ho.  captivated  liearts  so  s^dden)y;  and  learned 
that  her  nfune  was  Donna  Helena ;  that  she  was 
the  only  daughter  of  Don  Geoi:ge  de  Galisteo,  who 
possessed  a  rich  o(ianur  a  kvf  leagues  from  Coria  ^ 
that  many  matches  had  been  in  her  ofier ;  but  her 
father  rejected  them  ail,  because  he  was  resolved 
to  give  her  in  marriage  to  his  nephew  Don  Augus- 
tin  de  Olighera^  who,  in  the  meau  time,  had  the 
privilege  of  seeing  and  conversing  with  his  cousin 
f  very  day.  I  was  not  discouraged  by  this  piece  of 
inform9Aion  :  on  the  contrary,  it  inflamed  my  pas- 
siou  ;  apd  the  proud  pleasure  of  supplanting  ^  be- 
Ipv^d  rival. excited  me,  .perhaps  even  moce  than 
my  love,  tp  pursue  v\y  pointy  X  continued  then  to 
address  Helena,  witli  the  most  passionate  looks :  I 
supplicated  her  maid  Felicia  in  the  same  language, 
in  order  to  implore  her  assistance.  I  even  talked 
on  my  fingers.  But  these  gallantries  were  of  no 
use.     I  made  as  little  impression  on  the  maid  as 
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Dtt  ber  mistress :  they  seemed  equally  cruel  and 
itiaccessible. 

Since  tbey  refused  to  answer  the  language  of  my 
eyes,  I  had  recourse  to  other  interpreters ;  and  set 
people  to  work,  to  discover  what  acquaintances 
Fehcia  had  in  town.  They  got  notice  that  an  old 
gentlewoman,  called  Theodora,  was  her  best  friend, 
and  that  they  often  visited  one  another.  Over- 
joyed at  this  discovery,  I  went  to  Theodora  in 
person,  and  by  presents  engaged  her  in  my  interests. 
She  espoused  my  cause,  promised  to  procure  for 
me  a  private  conversation  with  her  friend,  at  her 
bouse,  and  kept  her  promise  the  very  next  day. 
"  I  am  no  longer  unhappy  (said  I  to  Felicia)  since 
my  misfortunes  have  excited  your  compassion. 
How  much  am  I  indebted  to  your  friend,  for  having 
prevailed  upon  you  to  grant  me  the  satisfaction 
of  an  interview !"  **  Signior,  (answered  she,)  Theo- 
dcnra  can  do  any  thing  with  me :  she  has  engaged 
me  in  your  behalf ;  and  if  it  be  in  my  power  to 
make  you  happy,  you  shall  soon  enjoy  your  wish  i 
but  with  all  my  good  will,  I  don't  know  that  I  can 
g^ve  you  much  assistance  :  for,  not  to  flatter  youj 
you  have  never  formed  a  more  difficult  enterprise*. 
X  ou  are  in  love  with  a  lady,  who  is  prepossessed 
(n  favour  of  another  cavalier  :  and  what  sort  of  a 
lady !  one  so  full  of  pride  and  dissimulation,  that 
if,  by  dint  of  perseverance  and  assiduity,  you  should 
succeed  so  far  as  to  cost  her  some  sighs,  don't  ima- 
gine that  her  pride  will  give  you  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  them."  "  Ah  !  my  dear  Felicia  !  (cried  I, 
in  a  transport  of  grief,)  why  do  you  describe  the 
obstacles  which  I  have  to  surmount !  I  am  assas- 
sinated by  your  information !  deceive  me  rather 
than  drive  me  to  despair !"  So  saying,  I  took  one 
of  her  h^nds,  and  pressing  it  to  mine,  put  upon  her 
finger  a  diamond  worth  three  hundred  pistoles, 
accompanied  with  such  moving  expressions, '  as 
brought  the  tears  into  her  eyes. 

She  was  too  much  affected  by  my  discourse,  and 
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loo  wcU  satisfied  with  m  bebavioiur)  to  (ew^  «» 
altogether  without  consolation.  She  begau  tp 
smooth  the  difficulties  a  little,  saying,  ^'  SignH)r, 
what  I  have  represented  ought  not  to  depriye  yoa 
of  hope.  Your  rival  it  is  true,  is  not  baled ;  he  is 
at  liberty  to  come  and  visit  his  cousin,  and  talk  Co 
her  whenever  be  pleases  }  an(!|  this  is  a  circumstance 
favourable  for  you.  Their  being  accustomed  to  see 
one  another  every  day,  reuders  their  conversatioii 
^  little  languid  :  they  seem  to  part  without  pain, 
and  meet  again  without  pleasure :  one  would  tbuMi 
ibey  were  already  raarvied*  lu  a  word,  I  don't  pe^ 
ceire  that  my  mistress  bas  a  violent  passion  ibc 
Don  Augnstin :  besides,  as  to  personal  qualifiea* 
tjons,  there  is  a  difference  between  you  and  him 
that  must  hurn  to  your  account,  in  the  eyes  of  such 
a  delicate  young  lady  as  Donna  Helena.  Be  not 
disoouraged,  therefore ;  continue  your  gallantry, 
which  I  will  second ;  and  I  wil}  opt  let  sUp  9m 
ppportunity  of  making  every  thing  you  do  to  pfeast 
her  tend  to  your  advantage  with  my  mistress^  In 
vaUi  shall  she  attempt  to  di^uise  her  sentimeata 
I  will  soon  discover  them,  in  ^ite  of  her  dissima^ 
lation." 

After  this  conversation,  Felicia  and  I  parted, 
very  well  satisfied  with  one  another.  I  prepaid 
anew  to  ogle  Don  George^s  daughter,  whom  I 
treated  with  a  serenade,  in  which  the  verses  yog 
have  heard  were  sung  by  a  fine  voice,  which  I  had 
provided  for  the  purpose.  After  the  concert,  the 
ipaid,  in  order  to  sound  her  mistress,  asked  bow 
shfB  had  been  entertained  f  '^  The  voice  (said  Donna 
Helena)  gave  me  pleasure."  ''  And  were  not  the 
words  which  were  sung  \ery  moving  ?"  (replied  the 
maid.)  ^^  I  paid  no  attention  to  them,  (said  the 
lady;)  I  listened  to  the  tune  only ;  I  took  no  notice 
of  the  verses,  neither  do  I  desire  to  know  who  gave 
the  serenade."  ''  If  that  be  the  case,  (cried  tbe 
waiting-woman)  poor  Don  Gaston  de  CogoUos  is 
fiur.out  in  hb  reckoning,  and  not  very  wise  in^q^eod- 
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1ij(     HW  h'tt  timt  in  lodiing  at  our  l^dcet."     *<  Pohtpt 

.  * '     it  Iwy  x^t  be  he,  (said  the  miatreiK,  coldly,)  hif 

aotat  ctfher  cavalier,  who  hu  declared  hia  paaiioa 

.JL  for  nie  liv  tlfJB  ci.ucerl."  "  Par*lnn  me,  madam, 
^,  (rei1%yjf  cia)  it  is  no  oUicr  but  Doa  Gwton  f  by 
wmUms  iull^\tliai'lie  accosted  me  ihit  morottiK  if 
"^^le  tiirfcWji^nd  begged  me  to  tell  you,  thai  In 
tps  }«n^it^pile  or  the  rigour  with  which  yok 
"'  '  L  and  that,'  in  short,  he  would  think 
(pjest  of  mankind,  if  yoQ  wooU  tdlow 
4^j^j|l^s^on  in  the  iiaual  eoonc  at 

!'>f    Thi\^|^ur»'e  (added  she)  lufficicntly 
;hatl  am  uoriL^aken." 
George's  daugltcf  changed  coontenaii^ afl 
"  inland  fj^KioKiiBevete  look  «t  her  maid: 
'  "  *      "        f!^  (said  she)  with  repca*- 
ersa^^tone.     Let  bw 
tiMHSrJtf  yoa  pletH': 


"Y^ 


iDg  tba 

■♦and  if  iliat  cSffj-onth  shall  \fve  t\»  prenimptian 
■■^akfto  TouL  agun,  tell  him  to  make  fan  ad»- 
^Stm  to'  oMt  wfati  wiU  regaKLhj^icallantry  man 
lltMi  I  ^i^SMH|f*°  B  udrMJIPKurable  pasthae 
thiw  tHJUBiMBp  ^*y  long^his  windows,  tk 
abmrtg, J^Pfl '^filao^  apilrtiDeDt."  ' 

All*  lUU  was  i^thfully  reponed  lo  me,  in  a  te- 
.CD«d  interview  widi,Felicia,  who  Q^tenliBg  that 
I  must  not  take,  tfi*  i^f^di  of  her  nistreii  in  a 
literal  s«ue,  wOnld^aw  persuaded  me  that  the 
aftdr  went  oftswljttMN'W  But{,4Rn  was  igc<^ 
rant  of  fipeu|r«b3ipiwi^  believelthat  the  text 
could  be  opined  in  Ay  favour,  disunited  the 
comm^ntaryshe  made.  She  laughed  at  my  di&- 
deace,  called  for  paper  and  ink,  and  said :  "  Sigainr 
Ka^ht,  write  immediately  to  Domm  HelmiB  m  the 
style  of  li  desponding  lotec  Ptuat  youi  sufiiuingi 
ia  Ibe  most  pasiienale  colours,  and,  m  particiiMX, 
oonfJaia  of  her  pcohibilinf^  you  to  appear  atyoar 
hriaoowk  Promiie  to  obiy  her,  hut  at  the  nme 
tina  assure  hex,  tbat  it  will  cost  you  your  liia. 
Pat  im  iDt«  such  expieasions  aa  you  gentleaen 
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«!•  lo  Yell  ikilled  in,  snd  leare  the  rest  to  me.    1 
hope  the  event  will  do  more  honour  to  jpy  pAe 
mtioii  than  you  imagine."  ' « 

Had  I  neglected  this,  I  should  Ife^e  b^en  the 
first  lover  who  did  not  take  the  advanfM^^ucf 
an  opportunity  to  write  to  his  mistress!^!  C4 
posed  a  mostpathe^fc  letter,  artd  beforerlsealed  it^ 
•bowed  it  to  Felicia,  who,  having  r^djt^rei< 
a  smile,  ^^  that  if  women  have  the  arl^ 
the  men,  these  last,  in  return,-  know 
lo  csgole  the  women."  The^aifing-' 
letter,  then  laying  strong^  injp|wbn6  on 
my  windows  shut  for  a  fi^'  aays,  retunie^ 
house  of  Don  tieorge.  '  • 
'  .  ^^  Madam,  (said  she  tdtoonflAiJE^eleQa, 
wmot  home,)  l  met  DonBlstOl||^vM*did  ndt  fail 
to  make  up  to  iij^^d  ^deavoiPBjjMI&otbe  ine 
with  flatiermg^i^HRnsr.  He  ad^l^ith  a  fSlter- 
ing  voice,  like  a  crnimal  who  exproft  bis  sentence,"^ 
if  I  had  delivered  his  message  \d  ^oo.  »  '^rftti 
lailhfid  and  leadvio  execute  yea^orders,  d^mm 
ahort  with  a  ^■Mooe;  in^|||||9^^gainst  him, 


loaded. him  with%eproaches^SpijnK||h in  the 
street  confounded  at  ifty  patnAance^"  ^l|an&  over* 
joyed,  (replied  Donna  Helena)  (hat  you  haveVid  roe 
of  that  importunate  young  fallow  9  but  there  was 
no- occasion^ to  speak  rudV(y  to  him.  A  yodng  wo- 
man ought  always  to  be '^i^lein  her  hehaviour." 
<^  Madam,  fiiid  the  maifffra  jy|([onAe  lover  is  not 
to  be  banisfald  by  woil!sj^r<l^nc^|Lyith  a  gentle 
air.  Nay,  this  is  seldott/  accoroplislS^by  indigna- 
tMMi  and  rage.  Don  Gaston,  for  example,  was  not 
Tepuised.  After  having  loaded  him  with  reproaches 
(as. I  have  said)  I  went  to  the  house  of  your 
relation^  whither  you  sent  me ;  and  that  lady  an- 
ibrtunately  detained  me  too  long  :  I  say  too  long, 
because,  on  my  return,  I  fouiM  my  man  again, 
whom,  1  assure  you,  I  did  not  expect,  to  see,  I 
was  so  much  disturbed  at  sight  of  him,  that  my 
tongue,  which  never  failed  me  before,  could  not 
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fttiniih  me  with  one  syllable*  In  the  fnean  litte, 
#fafeit  does  he?  He  slipt  a  paper  into  my  handy 
vhieb  I  kept,  without  knowing  what  I  did,  ant 
then  disappeared  in  an  instant.'' 

So  saying)  she  pulled  my  letter  out  of  her  bosooi^ 
and  gaTe  it,  by  way  of  joke»  to  her  mistress,  who,  tak^ 
mg  it  as  for  diversion,  read  it  over,  and  then  affected 
reserve.  ^  Traly,  Felicia,  (said  she,  with  a  sertona 
air^)  yoxk  are  a  fool  and  a  mad  creature  to  pcceiiRa 
thfft  billet.  What  wiH  Don  Gaston  think  of  it  2  and 
what  must  I  believe.^  Teor  conduct  givies  me.  cmUe 
to  distrnst  your  fidelity;  and  maymak^  bin  sus^ 
pect  that  I  am  pleased  with  his  passion.  Alall 
.  perhaps  be  imagines,  at  this  instant  that  (  peruse 
with  pleasure  tbe  characters  wbicn  he  has  wrote. 
Ton  see  to  what  shame  you  have. exposed  my 
pridek''  *^  O !  not  at  all,  madam,  (replied  the  maid,) 
Me  can  entertain  no  snch  thoughts :  add  suppose  ImI 
did,  hfe  shall  not  pMserw  them  IjOng^  I  iWiU  l^ 
him,  jvhen  I  aieit  see  him, .that  I  have  shown /hm 
letter  to  yon  ;•  that  you  looked  at  it  widi  iodifieih 
ence;and,  in  short,  witbotit  reading  it,  tore' it  wHk 
the  mosi  mortifying  contempt."  •    .  v*  i 

^Yon  ma^  safely  swear  that  I  have  not  read  il 
(said  Dbmia  Helena.)  I  should  be  at  a  loss,  if 
aUiged,  to  repeat  two  single  words  of  it."  D<m 
George's  daughter  was  .not  contented  with  talking 
m  this*  aaanner ;  she  tore  my  billet,  and  forbid  hee 
woman  to  talk  to  me  for  the  future. 

As  I  promised  to  play  the  gallant  no  more  at  my 
windows,  since  the  sight  of  me  gave  offence,  I  kepi 
ibem  shut  several  days,  to  render  my  obedience 
more  afifecltng;  but  to  supply  those  looks,  of  which 
I  was  abridged,  I  prepared  new  serenades  for  my 
crael  Helen.  One  ni^t  I  repaired  under  her  ban 
cony  wfth. musicians,  and  the  guitars  were  alreaidky 
flruek  up,  when  a  cavalier  came  sword  in  hand, 
and.distnrblxl  the  concert^  laying  about  him  at  a 
fiuiAus  rate  among  the  performers,  who  immediaiop 
t)i. betook  theniselves  to  flight.    The  rage  which 
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tahmod  thM  bold  intrader  awaked  nine :  I  «d^ 
vtmead  to  pmish  him,  and  an  ob«tiiimte  combat 
ttgui.  Doan  HeleMi  aad  bar  attendaat  hearing 
the  noise  of  iwords,  le^ed  tbrovgb  the  lattiee, 
and  feeing  two  men  engaged,  waked  Don  Gem'ge 
and  hit  valets  with  ffaeir  eries :  these,  as  wdl  as 
ieveral  people  in  the  neighbourhood,  came  running 
to  Mrt  the  combatants^  but  they  arrived  too  late, 
and  found  nobodj  iMi  the  field  of  batde  but  a  ca«' 
fallef,  almost  wittaottt  fife,  wekeriog  in  his  own 
Mood ;  and  i  was  soon  known  to  be  that  vnfortunatt 
person.  I  was  carried  to  the  bouse  of  my  aant, 
wbitber  the  n»08t  expert  sorgeoas  in  town  were 
called  to  my  assistance.  Every  body  pitied  my 
fiite,  and  Doona  Helena  m  par^cnlar,  who  tbev 
discovered  the  bottom  of  her  aouL  Her  dissiank* 
latiott  gave  way  to  her  sentiment,  and  she  was  n& 
hunger  that  disdainful  creajtore  who  piqoed  bcrsdf 
ipon  appearing  tnsensiblr  to*  my  pasnon.  She  waa 
now  a  tender  lovtr,  that  abandoned  herself  to  sor** 
row  widiouc  tcserve*  She  spent  the  rest  of  tho 
idght  in^  mottvniiig  witb  bee  maid,  and  in  corsbg 
her  cousin  Don  Augustin  de  OUghera,  who  they 
concluded  most  have  been  the  author  of  their 
tears;  as  in  eflect  is  was  he  who  bad  so  disagreo* 
ably  interrupted  die  serenade.  Being  as  greai  a 
cKssembler  as  Ms  cousin,  be  had  perceived  my  in-* 
tswtions,  without  seeming  to  take  any  notice  of 
them ;  and  imagining  that  she  favoured  my  flamei 
had  committed  this  action,  to  show  that  he  was 
not  quite  so  passive  as  she  believed  him  to  be. 
Nevertheless,  this  melancholy  accident  was  soon 
fingotten,  by  reaeon  of  the  joy  that  followed  it 
Though  i  was  dangerously  woooded,  die  skill  of 
tfo  surgeons  saved  my  Hie;  bot  I  still  kept  n^ 
ekonber,  wtaen  nty  auac  Donna  Eleonom  vnrat  to 
Don  George,  and  demanded  his  daughter  for  nie 
in  marriage.  The  father  consented'  to  this  the  mora 
wMingly,  because  he  at  that  time  looked  upon  Dosi 
Augustitt  as  a  man  whom  perhaps  he  should  never 
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jn»  agMD*  Tbe  gvod  old  gendevma  w«i«,  ttni^ 
that  his  daughter  would  not  bestow  herself  oa  mp 
without  reluctance,  because  her  cousin  Olighera 
bmi  e^ojrcd  the  Ubfity  of  vi^itiog:  her  wh^.  be 
would,  ami  of  acquiring  her  affection  at  leUuce; 
but  she  seemed  so  well  disposed  to  obey  fa^er  father 
n  this;  afflor,  that  wa  may  coaqhide  it  is  an  advf^i|- 
tage  naong  the  ladies  to  be  a  pew  coipet  in  Spain, 
at  well  as  elsewhere* 

As  soon  as  I  could  have  ^  pr^^le.  conVersatioii 
wttb  FeCcia^  I  uaderitood  hew  much  afflicted  her 
mbtress  bad  been  at  tbe  bad  success  of  my  duel ; 
.so  that  having  no  longer  anyi reason  to  doDbt  .that 
I  was  the  Paris  of  this  Helen,  I  blessed  loy.wpun^* 
sttice  it  turned  out  to  propitioaa  to  my  love,  aad 
oblaiaeil  of  Signior  Don  George  tlte  permission  of 
'Speaking  to  his  daughtert  in.  prepuce  of  her  moid. 
What  a  delightful  ciooversaUpn^  this,  was !  i  in- 
Itealed,  I  pressed  tbe  lady  in  such  a  manner,  to 
tell  me  if  her  father,  in  yidding  her  to  my  teoder- 
aeas,  had  done  any  viol^e  to  her  inclination,  thM 
she  owned  I  .was  not  bebolden  to  ber  obedience 
alone.  After  thia  chat mtng  coofesaiol^  my  whole 
etndy  was  to  please  her,  and  contrive  entertaii;^ 
fients,  until  the  day  of  our  nuptials,  which  wer^e 
to  be  celebrated  by.  a  magnificent  cavalcade,  in 
which  all'  the  nobility  of  Qoria  and  the  neighbour- 
hood intended  to  appean 

.  I  gave  a  grand  entertainment  to  Don  George  and 
his  daughter,  with  aQhis  relations  ^nd  friends,  at 
a  sqporb  coimtry4iouse  which  my  aunt  hfid  without 
the  town,  on  the  side  of  Manroi.  Here  a  concert 
of  Tocal  and  tnstmmenlal  masic  was  {prepared  by 
my  order,  together  with  a  company  of  strollers  to 
represent  a  comedy.  In  the  middle  of  the  feast, 
oaecame  and  whispered  to  me,  that  there  was .  a 
man  in  the  haU  who  wanted  to  speak  with  me.  I 
got  np  from  table  to  see  who  it  was,  and  found. a 
stranger,  who  looked  like  a  valet  de  chambre,  a^ 
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irbo  (imetited  to  iile  «  Wttcr,  wki«h  I  ape— dy 
reftd  these  words : 

"  **Vyou  have  a  re^rd  Ufj^r  honow,  m  ttmj 
knight  of  yoar  order  ought  to  have,  yoo  will  oot 
fait  to  be  to-morrow  morning  in  the  plain  of  Mai»- 
roi,  where  you  wifl  ind  a  cavalier  ready  to  give 
iatiifii<*tian  for  the  injury  yoo  received  fraai  kun, 
and  to  put  you,  if  he  can,  out  of  condition  tm  ee^* 
pouse  Donna  Helena. 

<'  Don  Augvitin  de  QUghenu'' 

* 

If  love  has  great  influence  over  the  Spaaiarda, 
revenge  has  still  more.  I  could  not  read  this  billet 
in  tranquillity.  The  very  name  of  Don  Augvitia 
kindled  a  fire  in  my  veins,  which  had  almost  made 
me  Cbrget  the  indispensible  duty  which  I  had  that 
day  to  perform.  I  was  tempted  to  steal  away  from 
the  company,  and  go  in  search  of  my  enemy  on  the 
instant  I  constrained  myself,  however,  for  few 
of  disturbing  the  feast,  and  said  to  the  man  who 
brought  the  letter,  *'  Friend,  tell  the  cavalier  who 
sent  you,  that  I  am  too  desirous  of  re-engaging 
him,  to  Alii  of  meeting  him  to-morrow  moming  be- 
fore sun-rise  at  the  appointed  place." 

Having  sent  away  the  messenger  witb  this  an- 
swer, I  rejoined  my  guests,  and  resumed  my  place 
at  table,  where  I  composed  my  countenance  so  weH, 
that  nobody  had  the  least  suspicion  of  what  passed 
within  me.  I  appeared  during  the  rest  of  the  day 
as  much  entertained  as  any  of  ihetn  with  the  plea- 
sures of  the  feast,  which  ended  about  midnight, 
when  the  assembly  broke  up,  and  wery  one  leturn- 
ed  to  the  town,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  liad  come 
but.  As  fdr  my  part,  I  staid  in  the  country-house, 
','on  pretence  of  taking  the  air  next  -noming;  bat 
t^e  true  reason  was,  that  I  might  be  the  sooner  «t 
the  rondeevo6s.  Instead  of  goftng  to  bed,  I  waited 
whb  impatiende  for  day,  wbicfa  as  soon  as  I  per- 


erived,  I  AOdolecl  my  bcdt  horse,  and  set  out  ^Que, 
lis  if  I  intended  to  take  a  ride  in  thecoiuitry.  .| 
advanced  towards  IVf anroi,  and  discovered  in  the 
plain' a  man  on  honseback,  coming  towards  me  at 
iiill  speed;  npoh  which  I  put  spurs  to  my  horse,  to 
iave  him  one  half  of  the  way*  We  soon  jnet,  and 
i  found  it  was  my  rival.  *>  Knight,  (said  be  in  an 
Insolent  tone,)  :it  is  with  regret  that  I  come  Xq 
blows  withyoQ  a  second  time;  but  it  is  your  own 
fault  After  the  adventure  of  the  serenade,  vou 
OQght  to  have  lenounced  Don  George's  daughter 
with  a  good  grace;  or  at  least  have  concluded^ 
that  yon  woald  not  be  so  easily  quit  if  you .  per- 
sisted in  yonr  addresses  to  her."  ''  You  axe  too 
proutf  (answered  I)  of  an  advantage  which  perhaps 
you  owed  more  to  the  darkness  of  the  night  tlian 
to  your  superior  skill.  You  don't  consider  tb^t 
the  success  of  these  rencounters  depends  often  on 
•ccident."  "  It  is  never  accidental  with  me,  (said 
he  with  an  arrogant  air,)  and  I  will  now  shew  you, 
that  by  day  as  well  as  night  I  know  how  to  pfinisb 
those  audacious  knights  who  interfere  with  me/' 
-  ^  I  made  no  reply  to  this  haughty  speechy  but 
alighted  kistantly«  Don  Augustin  did  the  aame^; 
we  tied  our  horses  to  a  tree,  and  began  to  fight 
with  equal  vigour^  I  will  frankly  own,  that  I  had 
to  do  with  an  enemy  who  pushed  much  better  than 
'I,  although  I  had  been  two  years  at  school.  He 
was  a  complete  fencer :  I  could  not  possibly  have 
exposed  my  life  to  greater  danger.  Nevertiieless, 
as  it  often  happens  that  the  strongest  is  vanquished 
by  the  weakest,  my  rival,  in  spke  of  all  his  skill, 
received  a  thrust  that  went  through  his  heart,  and 
fell  stone  dead  in  an  instant. 
'  I  returned  immediately  to  the  country-house, 
where  I  informed  a  .valet  de  chambre,  whom  I 
could  trust,  of  what  had  happened,  and  said  to 
htm,  ^'  Dear  Ramira,  before  justice  can  take  cogni- 
sance of  this  event,  take  a  good  horse,  and  give 
my  aunt  notice  of  the  adventure.     Ask  of  her  some 
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mtm&y  bbA  jewels,  and  hting  Hmm  to  rae  M  Pit* 
iencta,  where  tboo  wilt  fitid  ne  in  the  first  iiUiyov 
eOtne  to  as  yoo  enter  the  city.** 

lUmira  ae^itted  blnwelf  of  biicomaussioii  with 
soch  diligence^  that  he  arrived  at  Platencia  tbree 
hoars  after  am.  He  told  me,  that  Donna  Ekooom 
was  more  pleased  tbaa  aflacted  at  the  newt  of  $ 
duel  that  revenged  the  aflront  wfaish  I  had  sccdved 
fai  the  first ;  and  that  she  had  sent  ae  aU  her  read^ 
money  and  jewels,  to  enable  me  to  travel  affreeibly 
In  foreign  countries,  nntil  she  sboald  get  we  affair 
accommodated. 

To  pass  over  saperfloons  chcvmstanc^  I  will 
only  inform  you,  that  I  crossed  New  Castile  totha 
kingdom  cff  Valencia,  in  order  to  embark  at  Dent% 
from  whence  I  took  passage  for  Italy,  where  I  pot 
myself  in  a  condition  to  visit  dtfertnt  coantriea, 
and  appear  in  a  suitable  character. 

While,  ikr  from  my  Helen,  I  endeavomtd  as 
mucll  as  in  me  lay  to  beguile  my  love  and  sonaow^ 
she  mourned  my  absence  in  secret  at  Coria.  In* 
stead  of  approving  of  the  prosecution  that  her  &- 
mily  set  on  foot  against  me  on  account  of  OHghera's 
death,  she  wished  that  all  enmity  might  cease,  atid 
my  retom  be  hastened  by  a  speedy  accommodation. 
Six  months  had  already  elapsed  since  she  had  lost 
me,  and  I  believe  her  constancy  would  have  stilt 
triumphed  over  time,  had  she  had  nothing  else  bat 
time  to  combat :  but  she  had  still  more  powerfiil 
enemies.  Don  Bias  de  Combados,  a  gintleman 
from  the  western  side  of  Galtcia,  eame  to  Coria  to 
take  possession  of  a  rich  estate  which  had  been  in 
vain  disputed  by  his  cousin  Don  Mingudl  di  Car 
prara ;  and  he  settled  in  that  country,  finding  it 
more  agreeable  than  his  own.  Combaudos  was  trell 
made,  had  an  agreeable  polite  behaviour,  and  was 
ooe  of  the  most  insinuating  men  in  this  world ;  so 
that  he  soon  became  acquainted  with  all  the  people 
of  fashion  in  the  town,  and  was  no  stranger  totbeir 
private  affairs* 
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It  was  not  long  before  be  learned  that  Don 
George  had  a  daughter,  whose  dangerous  beanty 
seemed  to  inflame  the  men  only  for  their  ruin. 
This  piqued  his  curiosity :  he  longed  to  see  such  a 
formidable  lady:  for  this  purpose,  he  sought  the 
friendship  of  her  father,  and  succeeded  so  well 
that  the  old  man  already  looked  upon  him  as  his. 
aop-in-law;  gave  him  admittance  to  his  house,  and 
the  liberty  of  speaking  in  his  presence  to  Donna 
Helena.  The  Galician  soon  fell  in  love  with  her. 
That  was  inevitable.  He  opened  his  heart  to  Dob 
George,  who  consented  to  his  proposal ;  but  told 
him,  that,  resolving  not  to  constrain  his  daughter, 
he  left  her  mistress  of  her  own  hand.  Upon  this, 
Don  Bias  put  in  practice  all  the  gallantries  which 
he  could  devise  to  please  the  lady,  who  seemed 
insensible  to  them  all,  so  much  was  her  heart  en- 
grossed by  me.  Felicia  however  was  in  the  interest 
of  the  cavalier,  who  engaged  her  by  presents  to 
espouse  his  cause.  She  therefore  employed  a^  her 
address  in  behalf  of  his  passion ;  on  the  other  hand, 
her  father  seconded  the  chambermaid  by  his  re- 
monstrances: but  nevertheless,  all  their  efforts, 
during  a  whole  year,  could  only  torment  Donna 
Helena,  without  shaking  her  constancy  in  the  least 

Oombados  seeing  that  Don  George  and  Felicia 
interested  themselves  for  him  in  vain,  proposed  an 
expedient  to  overcome  the  obstinacy  of  a  lover  so 
prepossessed  as  she  was.  ^'  This  (said  he)  is  what 
I  have  contrived :  we  will  suppose  that  a  merchant 
of  Coria  has  received  a  letter  from  an  Italian 
fiictor,  in  which,  after  a  detail  of  things  concerning 
commerce,  are  die  following  words — 

•— ^'A  Spanish  cavalier,  whose  name  is  Don 
Gaston  de  Cogollos,  has  lately  arrived  at  the  court 
of  Parma.  He  caHs  himself  nephew  and  sole  heir 
of  a  rich  widow  who  lives  at  Coria,  under  the  name 
of  Donna  Eleonora  de  Laxarilla.  He  has  demand- 
ed the  daughter  of  a  powerful  nobleman  in  mar- 
Vox.  UI.  fi 
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riage,  bat  will  not  succeed  until  the  truth  U  knowiL 
I  mm  desired  to  apply  to  you  for  this  purpose :  pray 
let  me  know  then  if  you  are  acquainted  with  this 
Don  Gaston,  and  in  what  the  riches  of  his  aunt 
consist;  for  your  answer  will  decide  the  marriage. 

"  Parma,  fee" 

The  old  man  looked  upon  this  trick  as  a  piece  ot 
wit  or  stratagem  pardonable  in  love ;  and  the  wait- 
ing woman,  stilJ  less  scrupulous  than  her  master, 
approved' of  it  very  much.  The  invention  seemed 
to  them  the  more  ingenious,  as  they  knew  Helena 
to  be  a  proud  girl,  capable  of  taking  an  instanta^ 
neous  resolution,  provided  she  should  have  no  sus- 
picion of  the  cheat  Don  George  undertook  to 
inform  her  of  my  change ;  and,  to  make  the  thing 
seem  more  natural,  carried  along  with  him  the 
merchaDt  who  had  received  the  pretended  letter 
from  Parma.  The  scheme  was  executed  according- 
ly. The  father,  in  an  afiected  passion  of  rage  and 
vexation,  said  to  Helena,  "Daughter,  I  will  no 
longer  observe  to  you,  that  my  relations  daily  re- 

Suest  that  I  will  not  admit  the  murderer  of  Don 
lUgustin  into  my  fiunily.  I  have  a  stronger  reason 
to  give  you  to-day,  in  order  to  detach  you  from 
Don  Gaston.  Tou  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  your 
fidelity  to  him :  he  is  a  fickle  perfidious  wretch. 
Here  is  a  certain  proof  of  his  infidelity.  Read  tbi& 
letter,  which  a  merchant  of  Coria  has  received  from 
Italy."  Helena,  trembling,  took  the  fictitious  letter, 
read  it  over,  considered  every  expression,  and  was 
thunder-struck  at  the  news  of  my  inconstancy.  A 
sentiment  of  tenderness  made  her  shed  some  tears : 
but  soon  recalling  all  her  pride,  she  dried  them  up, 
and  said  to  her  father  in  a  resolute  tone,  "  Signior, 
you  have  been  witness  of  my  weakness^  bear  wit- 
ness also  of  the  victory  I  gain  over  myself.  It  is 
done.  I  now  despise  Don  Gaston,  and  look  upon 
him  as  the  lowest  of  mankind.  But  let  us  talk  no 
mere  about  him.    Come,  I  am  ready  to  follow  Don 
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Bias  to  the  altar;  let  my  marriage  precede  that  of 
the  perfidious  man  who  has  so  ill  repaid  my  love." 
DoQ  George,  transported  with  joy  at  these  words, 
embraced  his  daughter,  applauded  her  vigorous 
resolution,  and,  glad  of  the  happy  success  of  his 
stratagem,  made  haste  to  comf^ete  the  wishes  of 
my  rival. 

Donna  Helena  was  thus  ravished  from  me.  She 
yielded  herself  suddenly  to  Combados,  without 
listening  to  love,  which  at  the  bottom  of  her  heart 
spoke  in  my  behalf,  or  even  doubting  a  moment  of 
a  piece  of  news  which  might  have  been  suspected 
In  a  lover  of  less  dredulity.  The  haughty  maid 
listened  to  nothing  but  her  pride,  and  the  resent- 
ment of  the  injury  which  she  thought  her  beauty 
had  received  prevailed  over  the  interest  of  her 
tendernessr.  A  few  days  after  her  marriage,  how 
ever,  she  felt  some  remorse  for  having  been  so  pre- 
cipitate. She  reflected  .that  the  merchant's  letter 
might  have  been  feigned,  and  that  suspicion  gave 
her  some  uneasiness ;  but  the  amorous  Don  Bias 
gave  his  wife  no  time  to  cherish  thoughts  prejudi-' 
cial  to  her  repose.  His  sole  study  was  to  amuse 
her ;  and  in  this  he  succeeded  by  a  continual  suc- 
cession of  various  pleasures,  which  he  had  art 
enough  to  invent 

She  seemed  very  well  satisfied  with  such  a  gal- 
lant husband,  and  they  lived  together  in  perfect 
harmony,  when  my  aunt  accommodated  my  affair 
with  the  relations  of  Don  Augustin ;  and  wrote 
immediately  to  Italy,  to  advertise  rqe  of  her  suc- 
cess. Being  then  at  Reggio,  in  the  farthermost 
part  of  Calabria,  I  went  over  into  Sicily,  from 
thence  to  Spain,  and  at  length  repaired  to  Coria  on 
the  wings  of  love.  Donna  Eleonora,  who  had  not 
in  her  letter  mentioned  the  marri^f^e  of  Don 
George's  daughter,  informed  me  of  it  on  my 
arrival ;  and  observing  that  I  was  aifiicted  at  the 
news,  "  You  are  in  the  wrong,  nephew,  (said  she,) 
to  be  so  much  grieved  at  the  loss  of  an  unfaithful 
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womaiL  Take  my  sdvice,  mad  baaiih  finom  jroor 
memory  a  penon  unirorthy  of  possessing  a  plaet 
m  It" 

As  my  aant  was  ignorant  of  the  deceit  which  had 
been  practised  on  Donna  Helena,  she  was  in  the 
flight  to  talk  in  this  manner,  and  could  not  have 

r'lven  me  a  more  prudent  advice ;  which  therefore 
promised  to  follow,  or  at  least  to  affect  an  air  Oi 
indifference,  if  I  should  find  myself  incapable  oi 
vanquishing  my  passion.  I  could  not,  however, 
resbt  my  curiosity  to  know  how  this  marriage  had 
been  made ;  and  to  be  informed  of  all  the  parti- 
culars, I  resolvedHo  apply  to  Felicia's  friend  Dame 
Theodora,  whom  I  have  mentioned  before.  I  went 
to  her  bouse,  and  there  by  accident  found  Felicia, 
who,  expecting  nothing  less  than  to  see  me,  was 
confounded,  and  endeavoured  to  go  away,  that  she 
might  avoid  an  explanation  which  she  concluded  I 
would  demand.  I  stopt  her,  saying,  "  Why  do  you 
fly  me  f  Is  not  the  perjured  Helena  satisfied  with 
having  made  a  sacrifice  of  my  happiness?  has  she 
forbid  you  to  hear  my  complaints  f  or  do  you  onlv 
want  to  escape  me,  that  you  may  make  a  merit 
with  the  ungratefol  woman,  of  having  refused  me 
the  hearing  ?" 

^'Signior,  (answered  the  waiting-woman,)  I 
freely  own  myself  confounded  at  your  presence.  I 
cannot  behold  you  again,  without  feeling  my  heart 
torn  with  remorse.  My  mistress  has  been  d^eived, 
and  I  have  been  an  unfortunate  accomplice  in 
seducing  her.*' — "  O  heaven !  (cried  I,)  have  you 
the  presumption  to  tell  me  so  f  Explain  yourself 
immediately.*'  Then  she  gave  me  an  account  of 
the  stratagem  which  Combados  had  practised  to 
rob  me  of  Donna  Helena ;  and  perceiving  that  her 
detail  pierced  me  to  the  very  soul,  strove  to  give 
me  some  consolation:  she  offered  me  her  good 
offices  with  her  mistress,  promised  to  disabuse 
her,  to  paint  my  despair;  in  a  word,  to  spare 
nothing  to  soften  the  rigour  of  my  destiny :  in  fine, 
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•he  gave  me  hopes  that  assaaged  my  wamms  a 
litde. 

I  pass  over  the  infinite  contradictions  she  under- 
went, before  she  could  prevail  upon  Donna  Helena 
to  see  me.  This,  however,  she  accompTished ;  and 
it  was  concerted  between  them,  that  I  should  be 
privately  admitted  into  the  house  of  Don  Bias,  the 
first  time  he  should  go  to  an  estate,  where  he 
usually  spent  a  day  or  two  in  hunting.  The  design 
was  soon  put  in  eqcecudon :  the  husband  set  out  for 
the  country ;  I  was  informed  of  the  occasion,  and 
one  night  introduced  into  his  wife's  apartment. 

I  would  have  begun  the  conversation  with  re- 
proaches ;  but  my  mouth  was  stopped.  "  It  is  in 
VMtt  to  recall  what  is  past,  (said  the  lady ;)  the 
business  here  is  not  a  fond  reconciliation;  and 
you  are  mistaken  if  you  believe  me  disposed  to 
flatter  your  inclination.  I  declare  to  you,  Don 
(Saston,  that  my  own  motive  for  giving  my  con- 
sent to  this  private  interview,  in  consequence  of 
the  pressing  instances  which  have  been  made,  is  to 
tell  you  from  my  own  mouth,  that  henceforth  you 
must  study  to  forget  me  altogether.  Perhaps  I 
might  have  been  better  satisfied  with  my  fate,  had 
it  been  joined  to  your's ;  but  since  heaven  hath 
ordained  it  otherwise,  I  cheerfully  submit  to  its 
decrees." 

^'  How,  madam !  (answered  I,)  is  it  not  enough 
that  I  have  lost  you,  and  see  the  happy  Don  Bias 
in  quiet  possession  of  the  only  person!  am  capable 
of  loving !  must  I  also  banish  you  from  my 
thoughts !  Tou  would  deprive  me  of  my  love,  and 
rob  me  of  the  only  blessing  that  now  remains. 
Ah,  cruel  woman !  do  you  think  it  possible  for  any 
man  whom  ypp  have  once  charmed  to  retrieve  his 
heart?  Know  yourself  better,  and  cease  exhorting 
me  in  vain  to  chase  your  idea  firom  my  remem 
brance." — *^  Well  then,  (she  replied  with  precipita 
tion,)  do  you  also  cease  to  hope  that  I  will  favour 
irour  love  witli  any  return.     I  have  but  one  word 
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to  say :  the  wife  of  Doa  Bias  shall  nevor  be  .die 
lover  of  Don  Gaston.  Take  your  measures  ac- 
cordingly ;  fly  from  this  place ;  and  let  ns  pat  a 
speedy  end  to  a  conversation,  with  which  1  up* 
braid  myself,  in  spite  of  the  purity  of  my  inten 
tions ;  and  which  I  shall  think  myself  guilty  io 
prolonging." 

At  these  words,  which  deprived  me  of  the  least 
glimpse  of  hope,  I  fell  at  her  feet:  I  addressed 
her  in  the  most  pathetic  manner ;  I  even  employed 
tears  to  melt  her :  but  all  this  served  only  to  excite, 
perhaps,  some  sentiments  of  pity,  which  she  was 
careful  of  concealing,  and  which  were  sacrificed  to 
her  duty.  After  having  to  no  purpose  exhausted 
an  my  moving  expressions,  by  prayers  and  tears, 
my  tenderness  changed  of  a  sudden  into  rage.  I 
unsheathed  my  sword,  to  stab  myself  before  the 
e}res  of  the  inexorable  Helena ;  who  no  sooner 
perceived  my  intention,  than  she  threw  herself 
upon  me,  to  prevent  the  consequence.  *'  Hold, 
Cogollos,  (sam  she,)  is  it  thus  you  consult  my 
reputation  ?  In  depriving  yourself  of  life,  you  are 
going  to  load  me  with  dishonour,  and  make  my 
husband  pass  for  an  assassin.'* 

I  was  so  possessed  with  despair,  that,  far  from 
yielding  to  these  words  the  attention  which  they 
deserved,  my  whole  endeavour  was  to  baffle  the 
efforts  of  the  mistress  and  her  maid,  to  save  me 
from  my  own  fatal  design;  and  without  doubt  I 
should  have  succeeded  bat  too  soon,  if  Don  Bias, 
who,  having  been  apprised  of  our  interview,  instead 
of  going  to  the  country,  had  concealed  himself 
behind  the  tapestry,  to  overhear  our  conversation, 
had  not  come  and  joined  us  with  all  expedition. 
**  Don  Gaston,  (cried  he,  holding  m^  arms,)  recall 
yoar  scattered  reason ;  and  do  not  basely  yield  to 
the  fury  that  transports  you." 

**  Is  it  your  business  (said  I,  interrupting  Don 
Bias,)  to  dissuade  me  from  my  design  i  Vou  ought 
rather,  with  your  own  hand,  to  plunge  a  poniard  in 
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to  my  bosom.  Ton  are  injured  by  my  paagion,  mi- 
fiirtunate  as  it  is.  Is  it  not  enough  that  ^oa  sur- 
prise me  at  night,  in  your  wife's  apartment?  ii 
there  more  required  to  rouse  your  revenge  f  Stab 
me  at  once,  and  rid  yourself  of  a  man  who  cannot 
cease  adoring  Donna  Helena,  until  he  ceases  to 
live." — '*  In  vain  (answered  Don  Bias)  you  endea- 
vour to  interest  my  honour  so  far  as  to  give  you 
death  :  you  are  sufficiently  punished  by  your  rash- 
ness :  and  I  am  so  well  pleased  with  the  virtuous 
sentiments  of  my  wife,  that  I  pardon  the  occasion 
which  she  took  to  show  them.  Take  my  advice^ 
Cogollos,  (added  he ;)  do  not  despair  like  a  weak 
lover,  but  submit  to  necessity  with  courage." 

The  prudent  Galician,  by  such  discourse,  calmed 
my  rage  a  little,  and  waked  my  virtue :  I  retired 
with  a  design  of  removing  far  from  Heletia,  and  the 
place  that  she  inhabited ;  and  in  two  days  returned 
to  Madrid,  where  resolving  to  employ  myself 
wholly  in  making  my  fortune,  I  appeared  at  court, 
and  there  began  to  make  friends ;  but  was  so  un- 
lucky as  to  attach  myself  in  particular  to  the 
Marquis  of  Villareal,  a  Portuguese  nobleman,  who, 
being  suspected  of  a  design  to  deliver  Portugal 
from  the  aominion  of  Spain,  was  imprisoned  in  the 
castle  of  Alicant,  where  he  now  remains.  As  the 
Duke  of  Lerma  knew  that  an  intimacy  subsisted 
oetween  that  nobleman  and  me,  he  caused  me  to 
DC  arrested  also,  and  conducted  to  this  place: 
hat  minister  believes  that  I  am  capable  of  being 
an  accomplice  in  such  a  scheme ;  and  he  could  not 
nave  committed  a  greater  outrage  upon  a  noble 
Castilian. 

Here  Don  Gaston  left  off  speaking ;  and  I,  to 
console  him,  said,  <^  Signior  Cavalier,  your  honour 
can  receive  no  stain  from  this  disgrace,  which  will, 
doubtless,  in  the  end,  turn  to  your  advantage* 
When  the  Duke  of  Lerma  shall  be  convinced  of 
your  innocence,  he  will  c^tainly  bestow  upon  you 
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CHAPTER  VU. 


Oua  conrersation  was  intemipted  by  Torde- 
sillas,  who,  coming  into  the  chambefi  addressed 
himself  to  me  in  these  terms :  '^  Signior  Gil  pias,  I 
have  been  speaking  to  a  young  man  who  presented 
himself  at  the  prison  g^te,  and  asked  if  you  was 
not  in  confinement  here.  When  I  refused  to  satisfy 
his  curiosity,  he  seemed  very  much  mortified* 
*  Noble  captain,  (said  he,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,) 
don't  reject  the  humble  request  I  make,  to  know  i^ 
Signior  de  SantiUane  is  in  this  plaoe.  I  am  his 
chief  domestic,  and  yon  will  do  a  charitable  action 
in  allowing  me  to  see  him.  Tou  are  looked  upon 
in  Segovia  as  a  gentleman  of  great  humanity;  and 
I  hope  you  will  not  refuse  me  the  favour  of  con* 
versing  a  moment  with  my  dear  master,  who  is  not 
so  guilty  as  unfortunate.'  In  short,  (continued 
Don  Andrea)  the  young  man  expressed  such  a 
desire  of  seeing  you,  that  I  have  promised  to  give 
him  that  satisfaction  at  night." 

I  assured  Tordesillas,  that  he  could  not  do  me  a 
greater  pleasure  than  to  admit  a  young  man,  who 
probably  had  something  to  communicate  which  it 
imported  me  very  much  to  know.  I  waited  with 
impatience  for  the  moment  that  was  to  offer  my 
faithful  Scipio  to  my  eyes ;  for  I  did  not  doubt  that 
it  was  he ;  and  I  was  not  mistaken.  He  was  in- 
troduced into  tlie  tower  in  the  evening ;  and  bis 
joy,  which  mine  alone  could  equal,  broke  forth  in 
extraordinary  transports  when  he  saw  me.    For 
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my^mti^  I  was  so  mnch  oveijoyed  at  sight  of  banii 
thfit  I  held  out  my  arms,  and  he  hugged  me  in  his, 
whhout  ceremony:  the  distinction  between  master 
and  secretary,  was  lost  in  this  embrace ;  so  glad 
were  they  to  see  one  another. 

'When  we  were  a  little  disengaged,  I  interrogated 
Scipio  about  the  condition  in  which  he  left  my 
boose.  "You  have  no  hoase,  ^he  replied;)  and 
to  spare  jroa  the  trouble  of  asking  unnecessary 
questions,  I  will  tell  you,  in  two  words,  what 
passed  at  home.  Tour  effects  were  pillaged,  as 
well  by  the  soldiers  as  by  your  own  servants,  who, 
looking  upon  you  as  a  lost  man,  paid  themselves 
their  own  wages  with*  what  they  could  carry  ofll 
Luckily  for  you,  I  had  the  address  to  save  from 
their  talons  two  large  bags  of  double  pistoles, 
which  I  took  out  of  your  strong  box,  and  secured, 
by  putting  them  into  the  custody  of  Salero,  who 
will  re-deliver  them  as  soon  as  you  shall  be  released 
from  this  tower,  where  I  believe  you  will  not  be 
long  boarded  at  his  majesty's  expence;  because 
y^n  was  apprehended  without  the  Jinowledge  of 
the  Duke  of  Lerma." 

I  asked  how  be  came  to  know  that  his  excel* 
lency  had  no  hand  in  my  misfortune.  **  O !  as  for 
that,  (said'  he,)  I  took  care  to  be  well  informed  :  a 
fifend  of  mine,  who  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the 
Duke  d'U^eda,  told  me  ail  the  particulars  of  your 
imprisonment  *  Calderona  (said  he)  having  dis- 
covered, by  the  officiousnesr  of  a  valet,  that  Sig- 
niora  Sirena,  under  another  name,  received  the 
Prince  of  Spain  in  the  night-time ;  and  that  this 
intrigue  was  conducted  by  the  Count  de  Lemos^ 
with  the  assistance  of  Signior  de  Santillane,  re* 
solved  to  be  revenged  upon  them  as  well  as  upon 
his  mistress.  With  this  view,  he  went  privately  to 
the  Duke  d'Useda,  and  discovered  the  whole  affair. 
The  Duke,  ravished  at  having  in  his  hand  such  aa 

opportunity  of  ruining  his  enemy,  did  not  fail  to 
D  Vol.  III. 
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use  it :  he  informed  the  King  of  what  he  had 
heard,  and  represented  to  him  with  great  leal  the 
perils  to  which  the  Prirtce  had  been  exposed.  This 
piece  of  news  roased  the  indignation  of  his  majesty, 
who  immediately  ordered  Sirena  to  be  shut  up  in 
the  house  of  correction,  banished  the  Count  de 
Lemos,  and  condemned  Gil  Bias  to  perpetual  im- 
prisonment.' This  (added  Scipio)  is  what  my 
friend  told  me ;  by  which  yon  see  that  your  mia- 
fortnne  is  the  work  of  the  Duke  d'Uzeda,  or  rather 
of  Calderona." 

From  this  information,  I  imagined  that  my  affairs 
might  be  retrieved  in  time;  that  the  Duke  of 
Lerma,  piqued  at  his  nephew's  exile,  would  exert 
himself  to  have  that  nobleman  recalled  to  court : 
and  I  flattered  myself,  that  I  should  not  be  for- 
gotten by  his  excellency.  What  a  fine  thing  hope 
is !  It  consoled  me  all  of  a  sudden  for  the  loss  of 
my  effects,  which  had  been  stolen ;  and  made  me 
as  merry  as  if  I  had  cause  to  be  so.  Far  firom 
regarding  my  prison  as  an  unhappy  abode,  where  I 
should  perhaps  end  my  days,  it  appeared  rather  as 
the  means  that  fortune  had  used  to  raise  me  to 
some  great  post ;  for  I  reasoned  with  myself  in  this 
manner  :  The  partisans  for  the  prime-minister  are 
Don  Fernando  Borgia,  Father  Jerome  of  Florence, 
and,  in  particular.  Brother  Lewis  d'Allaga,  who 
owes  to  his  interest  the  place  he  at  present 
possesses  at  court  With  the  assistance  of  these 
powerful  friends,  his  excellency  will  demolish  all 
his  foes;  or  perhaps  the  state  will  soon  alter  its 
appearance :  his  majesty  is  very  sickly ;  and  as 
soon  as  be  shall  be  no  more,  the  Prince  his  son  will 
b^^n  his  reign  by  recalling  the  Count  de  Lemos, 
who  will  immediately  release  me  from  this  place, 
and  present  me  to  the  new  monarch,  who  will  load 
me  with  favours.  Thus,  already  elevated  with 
future  pleasures,  I  scarce  felt  my  present  misfor- 
tiine :  but  I  believe  the  two  bags  of  doubloons, 
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which  my  secretary  told  me  he  had  deposited  with 
the  goldsmith,  contributed,  as  much  as  this  hope^ 
to  the  sudden  change  of  my  disposition. 

I  was  too  well  satisfied  with  the  zeal  and  inte- 
grity of  Scipio,  to  be  silent  on  that  subject :  I 
offered  him  the  half  of  the  money  which  he  had 
preserved  from  the  pillage ;  but  this  he  refused : 
*^  I  expect  (sadd  he)  another  mark  of  acknowledg- 
ment." As  much  surprised  at  his  discourse  as  at 
his  refusal,  I  asked  what  I  could  do  for  him. 
'^  Don't  let  us  part,  (answered  he ;)  allow  me  to 
attach  my  fortune  to  your's :  I  have  a  friendship 
for  you  which  I  never  felt  for  any  other  master." 
'*  And  I  can  assure  theej  child,  (said  t,)  there  is 
no  love  lost;  the  very  first  moment  thou  earnest 
to  offer  thy  service,  I  was  pleased  with  thy  ap- 

BMirance :  we  must  have  been  born  under  the 
alance  or  Gemini,  which  are  said  to  be  the  two 
constellations  that  unite  the  friendship  of  men.  I 
willingly  accept  the  society  thou  hast  proposed; 
and  will  begin  it,  by  intreaung  the  keeper  to  shut 
thee  up  with  me  in  this  tower."— -'<  Nothing  can 
give  me  more  pleasnre,  (cried  he :)  you  anticipate 
my  desire.  I  was  just  going  to  conjure  you  to  ask 
that  favour  of  him  :  your  company  is  dearer  to  me 
than  liberty  itself:  I  will  only  sometimes  go  to 
Madrid  on  the  scout,  and  see  if  some  change  may 
not  have  happened  at  court  which  can  be  favourable 
to  you :  so  that  in  me  you  will  enjoy  at  once  a 
confident,  courier,  and  spy." 

These  advantages  were  too  considerable  to  be 
rejected :  I  therefore  kept  along  with  me  a  person 
so  useful,  with  the  permission  of  the  obliging 
keeper,  who  coidd  not  refuse  me  such  an  agreeable 
consolation. 


ADV£lfTI7BB8  OF  OIL  BJUA8. 


CHAPTER  Vin. 


Ir  it  be  usually  observed,  that  we  liave  no 
greater  enemies  than  our  domestics,  it  must  like- 
wise be  owned,  that  when  they  happen  to  be  faith- 
ful and  affectionate,  they  are  our  best  friends 
After  the  xeal  that  Scipio  had  manifested,  I  could 
Slot  look  upon  him  but  as  another  self.  There  was 
tberefiire,  no  more  subordination  between  Gil  Bias 
and  his  secretary ;  no  more  ceremony  ^  they  lodged 
together  in  the  same  room,  using  the  same  teble 
aiid  bed. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  gaiety  in  Scipio's  con- 
versation; he  might  have  been  jusdy  sumamed 
the  good-humoured  lad :  besides,  he  had  a  good 
head,  and  I  profited  by  his  advice.  ^^  Friend,  (said 
I  to  him  one  day,)  methinks  it  would  be  no  bad 
scheme  for  me  to  write  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma :  this 
could  produce  no  bad  effect :  what  is  thy  opinion 
of  the  matter  ?"  '<  Tes ;  but,  (answ^ed  he^  the 
great  are  so  different  from  themselves,  at  dinerent 
times,  that  I  don't  know  how  your  letter  will  be 
received :  nevertheless,  I  am  of  opinion  that  you 
riiould  write.  In  the  mean  time,  although  the  mi- 
nister loves  you,  you  roust  not  trust  to  his  friend- 
ship for  bring  remembered  by  him :  these  kind  of 
Eatrons  easily  forget  those  who  are  out  of  sight  or 
earing." 

Although  this  was  but  too  true,  I  replied,  '*I 
judge  more  favourably  of  my  patron,  to  whose 
kindness  for  me  I  am  no  stranger :  I  am  persuaded 
that  he  pities  my  affliction,  which  incessantiy  pre- 
sents itself  to  his  mind :  he,  probably,  waits  until 
the  King's  wrath  shall  subside,  before  he  takes  me 
out  of  prison." — ^  In  good  time !  (he  resumed ;)  I 
wish  your  opinion  of  his  excellency  may  be  right 
implore  his  assistance  then  by  a  very  moving  letter^ 
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wUch  I  will  carry  to  him ;  and  I  promiie  to  ddfv 
It  into  his  own  hand." 

i  immediately  called  for  paper  aad  ink,  nnd 
composed  a  morsel  of  eloquence,  which  Seipio 
thought  very  pathetic,  and  Tordesillas  prefierred 
even  to  the  homilies  of  the  archbishop  of  Grenada* 

I  flattered  myself  that  the  Duke  of  Lerma  would 
be  moved  with  compassion,  in  reading  the  melan- 
choly account  which  I  gave  him  of  the  miserable 
condition  in  which  I  was,  and  in  that  confi- 
dence dispatched  my  courier:  who  no  sooner 
arrived  at  Madrid,  than  he  went  lo  the  minisler^s 
house,  and  met  a  valet  de  cfaambre  4»f  my  ao- 
quaintance,  who  procured  for  him  an  opportonk)r 
of  speaking  to  the  Duke.  ^<  My  brd,  (said  8a- 
pio,  presenting  to  his  excellency  the  pocket  widi 
which  he  was  intrusted,)  one  of  your  moet  fidtbfn. 
servants,  stretched  upon  straw,  in  a  dismal  doa- 
geon  of  the  tower  of  Segovia,  most  humbly  in- 
treats  your  grace  to  read  this  letter,  which  a 
turnkey,  out  of  pity,  gave  bin  liberty  and  means 
to  write."  The  minister  opened  and  perused  the 
letter :  but  although  he  beheld  in  it  a  pictnre 
capable  of  melting  the  most  obdurate  soul,  far 
from  seeming  affected  at  my  distress,  be  raised  Us 
voice,  and,  in  the  hearing  of  several  persons  pre- 
sent, said  to  the*  courier,  with  a  furious  air ; 
«<  Friend,  tell  Santillaoe,  that  he  has  a  great  deal 
of  assurance  to  address  himself  to  me,  afker  the 
unworthy  action  he  has  committed,  and  for  which 
he  is  so  justly  chastised.  He  is  a  wretdi  who 
nuist  not  depend  apon  my  protection ;  for  I  abandon 
bam  to  the  resentment  of  the  King." 

Scipio,  in  spite  of  all  his  effrontery,  was  discon- 
certed at  this  discourse ;  but,  notwithstanding  his 
confiision,  endeavoured  to  intercede  for  me.  ^  My 
lord,  (he  resumed,)  the  poor  prisoner  will  die  of 
grief  when  he  hears  the  answer  of  yoor  excel- 
lency." The  Duke  made  no  reply  to  my  mediator, 
but  by  a  stem  look,  and  turned  his  back  upon  hini. 
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It  was  tlnif  the  miDiflter  treated  me,  the  better  ft> 
conceal  the  part  he  had  in  the  amorous  hitrigae  of 
the  Prioc^W  Spain :  and  this  ought  to  be  a  warning 
to  all  litde  agents,  whom  noblemen  nse  in  their 
secret  and  dangerons  negociations. 

When  my  secretary  returned  to  Segovia,  and 
made  me  acquainted  with  the  success  of  his  com- 
nrission,  I  was  replunged  into  the  dire  abyss  of 
despondency  in  which  I  found  myself  the  first  day 
of  my  imprisonment  I  thought  myself  even  stin 
more  unhappy,  since  I  Jiad  now  no  reason  to 
expect  the  protection  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma.  My 
courage  sunk  apace,  and,  notwithstanding  all  that 
they  could  say  to  raise  it  again,  I  became  a  prey  to 
the  most  keen  sorrow,  which  threw  me,  by  degrees, 
into  a  most  violent  fever. 

Mr.  Keeper,  who  interested  himself  in  my  pre- 
servation, imagining  that  he  could  not  do  better 
than  call  physicians  to  my  assistance,  brought  two 
to-  visit  me,  who,  by  their  appearance,  seemed 
■ealous  ministers  of  the  goddess  Libitina.*  *^  Sig- 
nior  <7il  Bias  (said  he,^  presenting  them  to  me,) 
here  are  two  Hippocrates  come  to  see  you ;  they 
will  set  you  afoot  again  in  a  little  time."  I  was  so 
much  prejudiced  against  all  manner  of  physicians, 
that  I  should  have  certainly  ^ven'them  a  very  bad 
reception,  had  I  been  in  the  least  desirous  of 
living;  but  at  that  time  I  felt  myself  so  much  tired 
of  life,  that  I  was  glad  Tordesillas  had  put  me  into 
their  hands. 

*^  Signior  Cavalier,  (said  one  of  these  doctors  to 
me,)  in  the  first  place,  you  must  repose  an  entire 
confidence  in  our  skill." — "  I  have  a  moM  perfect 
dependence  on  it,  (answered  I :)  with  your  as- 
sistance, I  am  very  sure  that,  in  ft  few  days,  I  shall 
be  cured  of  all  my  distempers."  "  Tes,  (he  replied,) 
with  God's  help,  you  shall :  at  least,  we  will  do 
our  endeavour  for  that  purpose."    These  gentle- 

*  The  goddess  who  presides  orer  fanends. 
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men  actually  behaved  to  a  miraoley  and  put  me 
into  snch  a  good  way,  that  I  wa9  visibly  posting  to 
the  other  world.  Don  Andrea,  despairing  of  my 
recovery,  had  already  sent  for  a  Franciscan  friar, 
to  prepare  me  for  my  end.  The  good  father,  having 
done  his  duty,  had  already  retired ;  and  I  myself 
believing  that  my  last  hour  approached,  beckoned 
Scipio  to  the  bed-side.  '^  My  dear  friend,  (said  I 
to  him,  with  a  faint  voice,  so  much  was  I  enfeebled 
by  the  medicines  I  had  taken,  and  the  bleedings  I 
had  undergone,)  I  leave  to  thee  one  of  the  bags 
which  are  at  Gabriel's  house,  and  conjure  thee  to 
carry  the  other  into  the  Asturias  to  my  father  and 
mother,  who  must  have  great  occasion  for  it,  if 
they  be  still  alive.  But,  alas !  I  fear  they  could 
not  bear  up  against  my  ingratitude:  the  report 
which,  doubtless,  Muscada  made  to  them  of  my 
hard-faeartedness  has,  perhaps,  occasioned  their 
death.  If  heaven  hath  preserved  them,  in  spite  4if 
the  indifference  with  which  I  requited  their  affec- 
tion, give  them  the  bag  of  doubloons,  and  beg 
them,  from  me,  to  pardon  my  unnatural  behaviour. 
If  they  are  no  more,  I  charge  thee  to  employ  the 
money  in  causing  prayers  to  be  put  up  for  the  re- 
pose of  their  souls  and  mine."  So  saying,  I 
stretched  out  my  hand,  which  he  bathed  with  his 
tears,  without  being  able  to  answer  one  word ;  so 
much  was  the  poor  young  man  afflicted  at  the  pros- 
pect of  losbg  me.  This  proves  that  the  tears 
of  an  heir  are  not  always  the  tears  of  joy  disguised. 
I  lay  thus,  in  expectation  of  my  exit ;  but  I  was 
balked.  My  doctors,  having  abandoned  me,  left 
tlie  field  free  to  nature.  I  was  saved  by  their  jd&- 
sertion.  The  fever,  which,  according  to  their 
prognostic,  was  to  carry  me  off,  quitted  me  imme- 
diately, as  if  it  intended  to  give  them  the  lie.  I 
recovered  gradually;  and,  by  Uie  greatest  good  luck 
.'n  the  world,  a  perfect  tranquillity  of  mind  was 
the  fruit  of  my  disease.  I  then  had  no  need  of 
consolation:  I  entertained  for  riches  and  honour 


ft  ADTKIHrURES  Of  GTL  BLAB. 

•n  the  cmrtempt  which  the  opinion  of  approtdaw 
death  bad  made  me  conceive :  and  now  restom[ 
ai  it  were,  to  mytelf,  blessed  my  misfortune.  I 
thanked  lieayen  for  i^  as  for  a  particular  favour 
and  firmly  tesolved  never  to  return  to  court,  evea 
if  the  Dake  of  Lerma  should  recall  me.  I  proposed 
rather,  if  ever  I  jhould  be  released,  to  purchase  a 
cottage,'  andiiHe^in  it  like  a  philosopher. 

My  con^ant  approved  tff  my  design,  and  told 
me,  that,  in  ofder  to  hasten  the  execution  of  it,  he 
intended  to  go  and  solicit  my  enlargement  at 
Madrid.  *'  There  is  a  thing  come  into  my  head, 
(added  he ;)  I  know  a  person  who  can  serve  yon* 
She  u  the  favourite  waiting-woman  of  the  Prince's 
nurse,  and  a  giri  of  understanding.  I  will  make 
her  apply  to  her  mistress  in  your  behalf;  and  will 
attempt  every  thing  to  get  you  out  of  this  tower^ 
which  is  still  a  prisolk,  notwithstanding  the  good 
treatment  you  receive  in  it'* — "  Thou  art  in  the 
right  (answered  I :)  go,  my  friend,  and  begin  this 
negociation  without  loss  of  time*  Would  to  heaven 
we  were  already  in  our  retreat !" 


CHAPTER  IX. 


Scipio  set  out  once  more  for  Madrid ;  and  I,  hi 
expectation  of  his  return,  applied  myself  to  read- 
ing, being  furnished  with  more  books  than  I  wasted 
by*  Tordesillas,  who  borrowed  them  from  an  old 
commander  that  could  not  read,  though  he  had  a 
fine  library,  to  maintain  the  appearance  of  a  literati. 
I  loved,  in  particular,  good  works  of  morality,  be- 
cause I  found  in  them,  every  moment,  passages 
that  flattered  my  aversion  for  the  court,  and  my 
inclination  for  solitude. 

I  spent  three  weeks  without  hearing  a  syllable 
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df  my  agent,  who*  at  length  returned,  andsaU' to; 
die  with  a  gay  air,  ^'  This  time,  Sigmor  de  SaatiK 
lane,  I  bring  you  good  news.  Madam  thjp  nurse  inn 
terests  herself  in  your  behalf.  Her  jpnd,  al  my 
intreaty,  in  consideration  of  a  hnndopFpistoles  that 
I  have  consigned  to  her,  has  been^ff  generottaa||p^^ 
engage  her  to  beg  your  releas^rof  the  PriiMSe. gf  f  ^ 

Spain;  and  that  princ^^..j»ho  as'^^'^hSf^- already 
observed,  can  refuse  ler-^otbiDg,  has  fifmnifled  to  '  ' 
ask  it  of  the  King  his  father.  I  am  conle  hither  in 
a  hurry  to  apprize  you  of  it,  suid  shall  return 
immedmtely  to  put  the  finishing  stroke  to  the 
work.''  So  saying,  he  left  me,  and  went  back  to 
court; 

ills  third  trip  was  not  of  long  duffatioo.  Ir 
eight  days  my  man  returned,  and  told  me,  that  the 
Prince  had,  not  without  difficulty,  obtaijoied  -m 
release.  This  piece  of  information  was  confirmea 
the  same  day  by  Mr.  Sleeper,  who  embraced  me, 
saying,  *'My  dear  CrilBlas,  thamk  heaven,  yoti  are 
free !  the  gates  of  this  prison  are  open  to  you  >  bat 
upon  4w6  conditions,  which,  perhaps;  will  giive  you 
a  great  deal  of  pain,  and  which  I  am  obl^d  to  fav- 
form  you  of,  though  not  without  regret*  .Hjis 
majesty  forbids  you  to  appear  at  court,  and  ordeis 
you  to  quit  the  kingdom  of  Castile  in  a  month.  I 
aii)  very  much  mortified  that  you  are  prohibited 
from  going  to  court" — "  And!  am  overjoyed  at  it, 
(I  replied :)  God  knows  what  my  opisioa  of  it  is.  rl 
expected  but  one  favour  from  the  King,  and  I  have 
received  two," 

Being  assured  that  I  was  no  longer  a  priadneVy  I 
hired  two  mules,  which  my  confidant  and  I  momited 
next  day,  after  having  bid  adieu  to  Obgollos,  and 
returned  a  thousand  ftmnks  to  Tordesillas  for  all 
the  marks  of  friendship  I  bad  received  at  his  bauds. 
We  set  out  merrily  for  Madrid,  to  retrieve,  from  the 
hands  of  Signior  Gabriel,  our  two  bags,  in  each  ot 
which  were  ^ve  hundred  doubloons.    My  associate 

said  to  me  by  the  way,  '^  If  we  are  not  rich  enough 
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mVmf  a  Htgiificeiit  esCi^  ive  can*  al  laast,  paoh 
cbtfe  a  conniiodtoiis  one/'-^'^  So  we  had  a  Uttk 
hot,  (answed  I,)  I  shoald  be  satisfied  with  mv 
eiMidilioa  ^&r,  tiboagh  I  am  scarce  in  the  nuddlt 
ftf  tiy  caM^kl  ftel  myself  quite  detached  from 
**^^Ae  worMf  anajnteiid,  for  the  future,  to  live  for 
myself  only.  BesideSi  I  mast  tell  thee,  I  have 
formed  aa  enchanting  ide%^  of  a  country  life,  the 
pleasm«p  of  which  I  empy  By  aDticipatioo.  Me- 
thinks  I  already  beboldihe  enamelled  meads,  hear 
the  Digbtioffaks  sing,  and  the  brooks  murmur. 
Sometimes  f  divert  myself  in  hunting,  and  some- 
times in  fishhig.  Imagine  to  thyself^  my  friend,  all 
the  different  pleasures  that  await  us  in  solitude, 
and  thou  wilt  be  as  much  charmed  with  it  as  I  am. 
With  reg^ard  to  eating,  the  most  simple  nourish- 
ment is  the  best.  A  morsel  of  bread  may  satisfy 
Us  when  we  are  hungry,  and  the  appetite  with 
wbidb  we  eat  it  will  make  us  think  it  excellen 
food.  The  pleasure  does  not  consist  in  the  quality 
ef  exquisite  dishes,  but  centers  wholly  in  our- 
selves ;  and  this  is  so  true,  that  th^  most  dqlicious 
iif  my  meals  are  not  those  in  which  the  greatest 
4elica<sy  and  abundance  reign.  Frugality  is  a 
source  of  delight,  and  wonderfully  conducive  to 
health.'' 

**  By  your  leave,  Signior  Gil  Bias,  fsaid  my  se- 
CrtHary,  interrupting  me,)  I  am  not  altogether  of 
ydur  OfMuion,  with  regard  to  the  pretended  fru- 
gality you  praise  so  much.  Why  should  we  live 
like  Diogenes  ?  If  we  indulge  oar  appetites  a  little, 
we  shall  not  find  ourselves  a  bit  the  worse  for  it* 
Take  my  advice,  and  since  we  have,  thank  God, 
wherewithal  to  render  our  retreat  agreeable,  let  us 
Wot  make  it  the  habitation  of  hunger  and  poverty* 
As  soon  as  we  shall  have  got  possession  of  our 
land,  we  mast  fortify  our  house  with  good  wines, 
and  all  other  provisions  suitable  to  people  of  taste, 
who  did  not  quit  the  commerce  of  mankind  with  a 
view    >f  renouncing  the  conveniences  of  life ;  but 


i 


ADVENTURB»  OF  OIL  BLIlSc  It 

rather  to  MijoythciD  with  more  tranqoilU^.  ^That 
which  a  man  has  in  his  house  (says  Hesiod)  never 
hurts  him :  whereas  that  which  he  has  not,  ma^ 
It  is  better  (adds  the  same  author)  for  a  man  to 
have  all  things  necessary  in  his  possession^  than 
Ml  his  wish  only.^^ 

**  How  the  devil  I  Mr.  Scipio,  (cried  I,)  came 
you  to  know  titie  Greek  poets  ?  Ha !  where  did  yon 
pick  up  acquaintance  with  Hesiod  ?"--*^' In  (he 
house  of  a  learned  man  (he  replied :)  I  served  a 
pedant  of  Salamanca  some  time.  He  was  a  great 
(commentator,  and  would  toss  you  up  a*  larg^ 
volume  in  a  twinklings  composed  of  Hebrew,  Gh*eek, 
and  Latin  quotations,  taken  from  books  in  his  li* 
brary,  and  translated  into  the  Gastilialk  tohgue.  As 
I  was  his  amanuensis,  I  retained  in  my  memory  a 
great  number  of  sentences,  as  remarkable  as  that 
which  I  repeated." — **  If  that  be  (he  case,  (said  I,) 
your  memory  is  well  garnished.  But,  to  return  to 
your  scheme,  in  what  kingdom  of  Spain  do  you 
tbii^  we  shall  establish  oar  philosophical"  resi- 
dence.?"^-^* I  vote  for  Arragon,  (replied  my  conA* 
dant;)  we  shall  there  find  charming  spots,  where 
wci^nay  lead  ^  delicious  life."*^^  Well,  (said  I,}  h« 
it  ao.  Let  us  fix  ia  Arragon.  I  consent  to  <dui 
'  proposid ;  and  I  wish  we  may  there  find  a  place  of 
abode,  that  will  afibrd  all  those  pleasures  with 
which  I  feast  my  imagination." 
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Whek  we  arrived  at  Madrid,  we  alighled  sit  a 
small  house,  where  Scipio  had  lodged  in  his  expe<' 
ditions ;  and  the  first  diing  we  did,  was  to  repair 
to  Salero,  in  order  to  retrieve  our  doubloons.  He 
gave  us  a  very  civil  reception,  and  expressed  a 
good  deal  of  joy  in  seeing  me  at  liberty.     **  IpriH 
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Ittt  to  yom^  (said  be,)  I  was  so  nrach  alTected  widi 
jonr  misfortune',  that  I  conceived  a  disgust  at  all 
■liiances  with  courtief  s,  theit  fortunes  are  so  ud- 
oertaiQ ;  and  therefore  gave  my  daughter  Crabriela 
in  marriage  to  a  wealthy  merchant.'^ — '^  You  were 
in  the  right  (answered  I  i\  for  besides  that  this 
match  is  more  solid,  a  citizen  who  marries  his 
daughter  to  a  man  of  quality,  has  not  always 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  monsieur  his  son-in- 
law." 

Then  shifting  the  subject,  and  coming  to  the  pur- 
pose, *'  Signior  Gabriel,  (added  i,)  be  so  good,  it 
you  please,  as  to  deliver  the  two  thousand  pistoles, 
which—"  ''  Your  money  is  ready  for  you,  (said  the 
goldsmith,  interrupdng  me;  and  conducting  us 
into  his  closet,  showed  us  the  two  bags,  with  notes 
upon  them,  containing  these  words:  ^ These  bags 
of  doubloons  beiobg  to  Signior  Gil  Bias  de  Santil- 
lan^.')  There  they  ^e,  (said  he,)  just  as  they 
were  committed  to  my  care." 

I  thanked  Salero  for  the  service  he  had  done 
Bse :  and,  very  well  consoled  for  the  loss  of  his 
daughter,  carried  the  bags  home,  where  we  began 
ta  examine  our  double  pistoles.  The  tak  was 
jaat,  after  having  deducted  about  fifty  which  had 
been  employed  to  procure  my  enlargement  Our 
sole  study  noiw  was  to  put  ourselves  in  a  condition 
to  depart  for  Arragon.  My  secretary  undertook 
to  buy  a  chaise  and  two  mules,  and  I  provided 
ourselves  with  clothes  and  linen.  While  I  was 
going  from  one  place  to  another  in  the  streets, 
bargaining  for  what  I  wanted,  I  met  Baron  Stein- 
bach,  that  officer  of  the  German  guards  in  whose 
house  Don  Alphonso  had  been  brought  up. 

I  saluted  that  cavalier,  who,  knowing  me  also, 
came  axid  embraced  me  with  great  affection.  "  I 
am  extremely  glad  (said  I  to  him)  to  see  your 
lordship  in  such  good  health,  and  to  find  nt  the 
same  time  an  opportunity  of  hearing  of  Don  Ceesar 
and  Don  Alpiiimso  de  Leyva." — "  1  can  give  you 
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%  certaiQ  account  of  them  both,  (answered  be,)  for 
they  are  now  actually  at  Madrid,  and  lodge  in  my 
bouse.  About  three  months  ago  they  came  ta 
town  to  thank  his  majesty  for  a  post  which  Don 
Alphonso  has  received,  in  consideration  of  the  ser» 
vices  which  his  ancestors  had  done  the  state.  He 
i  made  governor  of  the  city  of  Valencia^  witbont 
having  asked  the  place,  or  even  desired  any  body 
to  solicit  for  him.  Nothing  can  be  more  genertHist 
and  this  shews  that  our  monarch  delights  in  re- 
compenung  valour." 

Though  I  knew  much  better  than  the  Baron  d^ 
Steinbach  what  the  true  motive  was,  I  did  not 
seem  to  know  any  thing  of  the  matter ;  but  express-* 
ed  such  a  vehement  desire  to  salute  my  old  ma^ 
ters,  that,  in  order  to  satisfy  me,  he  carried  mt 
home  with  him  immediately.  I  was  carious  to  try 
Don  Alphonso,  and  judge,  by  the  reception  I  should, 
meet  with  from,  him,  whether  or  no  he.  bad'  a^y 
remains  of  affection  for  me.  (  found  bam  in  a  ball, 
playing  at  chess  with  the  baroness ;  and  as  soon  as 
he  perceived  me,  he  quitted  the  game,  got  up,  and 
advancing  towards  me  with  transport,  pressed  my 
head  within  his  arms,  saving,  with  marks  of  real 
joy,.  "  Santillane,  have  I  found  you  again!  I  am 
overjoyed  at  meeting  with  you !  it  was  not  my  fank 
that  ever  we  parted :  for  I  desired  you,  if  you  re- 
member, not  to  leave  the  castle  of  Leyva..  Yon 
had  no  regard  to  my  request;  but  I  am  £aurfipQOi 
being  angry  with  you  on  that  account.  I  am  even 
beholden  to  you  for  the  motive  of  your  retreat 
But,  since  that  time,  you  ought  to  have  let  me 
beard  from  you,  and  spared  me  the  trouble  pf  sendr 
ing  in  vain  to  find  you  at  Grenada,  where  Don 
Fernando,  ipy  brother-in-law,  wrote  me  you  was." 

After  this  gende  reproach,  he  continued,-^'^  Tell 
me  what  your  business  is  at  Madrid.  You  have,  I 
suppose,  some  employment  here  1  Be  assored,  tbat 
I  share  as  much  as  ever  in  what  concerns  you." 

Sigiuof,  (answered  I,)  something  les^  than  Samt 
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mdntltl  ago  I  filled  a  pret^  considerable  pott  at 
ooiuf ;  haviDg  had  the  nonour  to  be  secretary  and 
ednfidant  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma.^  ^  Is  it  po^siblef 
(cried  Don  Alphonso,  with  extreme  astoniAmenO 
what !  was  you  in  the  confidence  of  the  prime  mi- 
nister?" *^  I  gained  his  favour,  (said  I,)  and  lost 
il  in  the  mum^r  yoa  shall  hear."  I  then  recounted 
the  whole  story,  and  ended  my  narration  with  the 
Violation  1  had  taken  to  buy,  with  the  slender 
remtftes  of  my  past  prosperity,  a  cottage,  in  which 
I  proposed  to  lead  a  retired  life.  The  son  of  Don 
OsBSar,  having  listened  very  attendvely,  replied^ 
*<  Mydeai*  Gil  Bias,  you  know  I  always  loved  you. 
Ton  sbftil  be  the  sport  of  fortune  no  more.  I  will 
denser  you  lirom  her  power,  by  making  yoa  master 
of  ad  estate,  which  she  cannot  deprive  you  oC 
SKiic^  yoa  diesign  to  live  in  the  country,  I  bestow 
Upon  you  a  small  fiirm,  which  we  have  hard  by 
Ldfias^  aboot  feur  leagues  from  Valencia.  Too 
know  ^  ptace,  and  it  is  a  present  which  we  are  in 
«  eondition  lof  making,  without  incommoding  ojuT" 
s^h^s  in  the  least  I  dare  answer  for  my  father^s 
consent^  and  know  that  it  will  give  great  pleasure 
to  SferaphiiHL^ 

I  threw  myself  at  the  feet  of  Don  Alphonso,  who 
iMmedtately  raised  me  up.  I  kissed  his  hand,  ttad, 
more  charmed'  with  the  goodness  of  his  heart  than 
wiA  the  value  of  his  favour,  ''  Sigpior,  (said  I,) 
^^nw  behavioar  enchants  me.  The  present  which 
yMi-make  is  the  more  agreeable,  as  it  precedes  the 
kikiwMge  of  a  piece  of  service  which  I  did  you : 
9mi  I  would  ralher  owe  it  to  your  generosity  than 
to  your  acknowledgment''  My  governor  was  a 
little  surprised  af  my  discourse,  and  did  not  fkil  to 
ask'  what  this  pi^tended  service  was.  I  told  him ; 
Bhd'theinforaiadon  redoubled  his  surprise.  He, 
«i  weH  as  die  Baron  de  Steinbach,  was  far  from 
thii^king  that  the  government  of  the  city  of  Valen- 
jcia  bad  been  bestowed  upon  him  by  my  interest 
NcMrthetess,  as  he  coold  not  doubt  my  veracity 
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^  63  BlaSj  (said  he,)  since  I  ows  my  pott  to  voo, 
J  don't  intend  to  confine  my  gratitude  to  the  little 
farm  of  Lirias ;  I  will  give  yon  along  with  it  two 
thousand  ducatvyearly. 

^  Halt  there,  ^gnior  Alphonso,  (said  I,  inteitupt- 
ing  him,)  don't  awake  my  avarice.  I  have  too  wefi 
experienced,  that  riches  serve  only  to  corrupt  my 
morals.  I  accept,  with  all  my  heart,  your  farm  of 
Lirias,  where  I  will  live  comfortably,  m^  the 
money  which  I  have  already  in  nty  posse^^oo. 
But  that  is  sufficient;  and  far  from  desiring  more^ 
I  would  rather  consent  to  lose  the  soperfluir^  of 
what  I  possess.  Riches  are  a  burden  to  one  in 
retirement,  who  seeks  only  to  enjoy  quiet** 

While  we  conversed  in  this  manner,  Don  C^ai 
coming  in,  expressed  as  much  joy  at  seeing  me  ai 
bis  son  had  done  before ;  and  when  he  nnderstpod 
the  obligation  which  his  family  lay  under  to  m^ 
he  pressed  me  to  accept  the  annuity,  which  1 
again  refused.  In  short,  the  father  and  son  ear- 
ned rtie  instandy  to  a  notary*s  house,  wberie  they 
caiised  a  deed  of  gift  to  be  made  out,  and  signea 
it  with  more  pleasure  than  they  would  h^ve  felt  In 
signing  a  deed  to  their  own  advantage.  When  ft 
was  executed,  they  put  it  into  my  hand,  saying,  tb^ 
farm  of  Lirias  was  no  longer  their9»  aod  ,^bat  I 
might  go  and  take  possession  of  it  wben  I  !would« 
They  then  went  back  to  the  house  of  Baron  de 
Steiobach ;  and  1  flew  to  our  lodgings,  where  my 
secretary  was  ravished  with  ftdmif»don,  when  I 
informed  him  that  we  had  an  estate  in  the  kinffdom 
of  Valencia,  and  recounted  in  what  manner  I  had 
made  this  acquisition.  *^  How  much  (said  he)  may 
this  small  dominion  be  worth ?"^  ''Five  hmidred 
ducats  per  annum  (I  replied;)  and  I  can  asinre 
thee  it  is  a  lovdy  solitude,  which  I  know  per- 
fectly well,  having  been  there  several  timei,  in 
quality  of  steward  to  the  Lords  of  Leyva.  It  is  a 
small  house  on  the  borders  of  the  Ghiadalaviar,  m 
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a  baoilet  of  five  of  six  houses,  and  in  the  midai  of 
a  charmiDg  country.'* 

*'  What  pleases  me  still  more  in  it  (cried  Scipio,] 
IS,  that  we  shall  have  fine  venison,  with  wine  of  mni- 
carloy  and  excellent  muscadine.  Come,  master,  let 
us  malie  haste  to  quit  the  world,  and  gain  our  her- 
mitage" "I  long  as  much  as  thou  dost  to  be 
there,  (I  replied,]  but  I  must  first  make  a  tour  to 
(he  Asturias.  My  parents  are  there  in  no  very 
agreeable  situation  ;  and  t  intend  to  conduct  them 
to  Lirias,  where  they  will  pass  the  remainder  ot 
their  days  in  quiet.  Heaven,  perhaps,  has  granted 
jne  this  asvlam,  on  purpose  to  receive  them,  and 
would  pumsh  me,  if  1  failed  in  my  duty."  Scipio 
uiproved  very  much  of  my  design,  and  even  ex- 
cited me  to  put  it  in  executiou.  <'  Let  us  lose  no 
dme,  (said  he ;)  I  have  already  secured  a  chaise ;  let 
4s  buy  mules  immediately,  and  set  out  for  Oviedo/* 
^  T«8,  my  friend,  (I  replied,)  let  us  depart  as  soon 
as  we  can.  I  think  it  my  indispensable  duty  t^ 
sh?u:e  the  sweets  of  my  retirement  with  the  authors 
of  my  being.  Our  journey  will  not  be  long.  We 
shall  soon  see  ourselves  settled  in  our  hamlet - 
where,  when  I  arrive,  I  will  write  over  the  door  o 
toy  house  these  two  Latin  verses,  in  letters  of  gold  , 

IiiTen:  pottum.    Spes  tz,  fortuna  ralete. 
Salt  me  lusistis,  ludite  nunc  alios. 


BlVD  or  THE  NINTH  BOOK. 


OIL  BLAS 

or 

SANTILLANE. 


TBC 


ADVENTURES 


OF 


OIL  BLAS  OF  SANTILLANE 


BOOK  X 


^^'^i^^'*^^'^^*^^^^^ 


CBJIPTER  I 


IT  HILE  I  was  getting  ready  tor  my  deparmr 
from  Madrid,  with  Scipio,  on  my  journey  to  th 
Asturias,  Pope  Paul  the  Fifth  named  the  Duke  o 
Lerma  to  the  cardinalship.    This  Pope,  being  de 
sirous  of  establishing  the  inquisition  in  the  kingdom 
of  Naples,  invested  that  minister  with  the  purplei 
that  he  might  engage  him  to  make  King  Philip; 
consent  to  such  a  laudable  design.    All  those  who 
were  well  acquainted  with  this  new  member  of  the 
sacred  college,  thought,  like  me,  that  the  church 
had  made  a  fine  acquisition. 

Scipio,  who  would  rather  have  seen  me  in  a  briI-> 
liant  post  at  court,  than  buried  in  Solitude,  advised 
me  to  present  myself  before  the  Cardinal :  "  Per- 
haps (said  he)  bis  eminence,  seeing  yon  put  of  pri« 
son  by  the  King's  order,  will  think  it  uuecqasar} 
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to  appear  any  longer  irritated  against  yon,  and 
take  you  into  bis  senrice  again.**  **  My  Scipio, 
(answered  I,)  you  seem  to  have  forgot  that  I  ob- 
tained my  liberty  on  condition  that  I  should  quit 
the  two  Castiles  immediately.  Besides,  do  you 
think  me  already  disgusted  with  my  castle  of  Liriasf 
I  have  told  you  once,  and  now  repeat  it,  tliat  it 
the  Dulse  of  Leram  would  restore  me  to  his  nod 
graces,  and  even  offer  me  the  place  of  Don  Rodrigo 
de  Calderona,  I  would  refuse  it.  My  resolution  is 
taken.  I  will  go  in  quest  of  my  parents  at  Oviedo, 
and  retire  with  them  to  Valencia.  As  for  thee,  my 
friend,  if  thou  repentest  of  having  joined  thy  for- 
tune to  mine,  speak  ;  I  am  ready  to  give  thee  one 
half  of  my  money,  and  thou  mayest  stay  at  Madrid, 
and  push  thy  fortune  as  far  as  it  will  go." 

*'  How !  (replied  my  secretary,  nettled  at  my 
words,)  can  yon  suspect  me  of  having  any  repug* 
nance  to  follow  you  to  your  retreat  ?  my  teal  and 
attachment  are  injured  by  your  suspicion.  What ! 
Scipio,  that  faithful  servant,  who,  to  share  your 
aflhction,  would  have  willingly  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  days  with  you  in  the  tower  of  Segovia !  shall  he 
feel  any  regret  in  accompanying  you  to  an  abode 
that  promises  him  a  thousand  pleasures  !  No,  no, 
I  have  no  desire  of  dissuading  you  from  your  reso- 
lution. I  must  own  I  was  a  little  mischievous, 
wh^n  I  advised  you  to  show  yourself  to  the  Duke 
of  Lerma  :  I  wanted  to  sound  you,  that  I  might 
kqow  if  some  seeds  of  ambition  did  not  still  remain 
in  your  breast  Well  then,  since  you  are  so  much 
detached  from  pomp  and  grandeur,  let  us  abandon 
the  court  immediately,  to  go  and  enjoy  those  inno- 
cent and  deliciotks  pleasures,  of  which  we  have 
formed  such  charming  ideas."  W^  actually  set  out 
in  a  few  days,  mounted  together  in  a  chaise  drawn 
by  two  good  mules,  and  conducted  by  a  young  man, 
with  whom  I  tliought  proper  to  augment  my  train. 
We  lay  the  first  night  at  Alcala  de  Henales,  and 
the  second  at  Segovia ;  from  whence  (without  stay- 
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lag  to  visit  the  generous  keeper  Tordceillas)  Wn  fjot 
to  Penafiel  on  the  Duero ;  and  the  next  day  to  Val* 
Udolid.*  ^  At  sight  of  this  last  place,  I  ooidd  not 
help  heaving  a  profound  sigh ;  and  my  companion, 
who  perceived  it,  asking  the  cause:  '^CUld,  (sftid 
I,)  1  practised  physic  a  long  time  in  this  cky,»-and 
my  conscience  upbraids  me  with  it  tUamoneoC' 
Imfainks  all  the  sick  people  whom  I  killed  cone 
out  of  their  tombs,  and  seem  ready  to  tear  me  to 
pieces.''  '^  What  a  fancy  is  this!  (said  my  secretary;) 
truly,  Signior  de  Sautiliane,  you  are  too  good. 
Why  should  you  repent  of  having  laboured  inyoitr 
vocation  ?  Observe  the  oldest  physicians :  do  they 
feel  any  such  remorse  f  No,  sure ;  they  still  go  on 
in  their  old  course,  with  the  utmost  traaqnillity 
throwing  the  blame  of  all  fatal  accidents  on  nature^ 
and  claiming  honour  from  every  lucky  event" 

"True,  (said  I,)  Doctor  Sangrado,  whose  method 
1  faithfully  followed,  was  a  man  of  that  character. 
Though  he  saw  twenty  people  die  daily  uttder  bm 
hands,  he  was  so  well  convinced  of  the  excelleace 
of  bleeding  in  the  arm,  and  plentiful  draughts  of 
warm  water,  which  he  called  his  two  specifics  in 
all  kinds  of  distempers,  that,  instead  of  mispectang 
his  remedies,  he  believed  that  his  patients  died 
because  they  had  not  disoik  and  been,  blooded 
enough/'  ''  Egad !  (cried  Scipio,  bursting  into  a 
loud  laugh,)  this  must^e  an  incomparable  person  I" 
"  If  thou  bast. any  curiosity  to  see  and  hear  him, 
(said  I,)  thou  may  est  satisfy  it  to-morrow  morning, 
provided  Sangrado  be  still  alive,  and  at  Yailadolid, 
which  I  can  scarce  believe,  for  he  was  very  okl 


■••" 


•  Valladolid  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  cities  of  Old 
Castile,  situated  on  the  small  river  Escueva,  which  t^vides 
it  fai  two,  and  over  which  is  a  handsome  stone  bridge  of  tan 
or  twelve  arches.  In  this  place  is  an  univ4»rsitT,  and  do  lesa 
than  seventy  convents,  one  of  which  is  the  &ing*s  palace, 
very  much  embellished  by  Philip  th^  Fourth. 
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ipfas  I  kft  Ufli,  and  llitl  ImjppeBed  a  good  flM^ 
jmn  ago." 

Oor  §nt  cftre,  when  we  arrived  at  our  imi,  was 
la  eoqoire  about  that  doctor,  who  we  learned  wa» 
not  yet  dead ;  bnt  being  too  old  to  yisit  padeot^ 
or  mo^  about,  he  had  given  place  to  three  or  four 
doctors,  who  had  acquired  reputation  by  a  new 
method  of  practice,  which  did  not  succeed  a  whit 
better  than  Us.  We  resolved  to  suy  all  next  day 
at  Valladolid,  as  well  to  rest  our  horses,  as  to  visit 
SigniorSangrado,  to  whose  house  we  repaired  about 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  found  him  sitting 
in  an  easy  chur,  with  a  book  in  his  hand.  As  soo|i 
us  he  perceived  us,  he  got  np^  and  coaupg  towards 
me,  with  a  firm  step,  considering  his  age,  which 
was  seventy,  asked  our  business  with  him.  ^<  Mr» 
Doctor,  ^said  I  to  him,)  don't  yon  recollect  mef  I 
have  the  tionour  to  be  one  of  your  disciples.  Don't 
you  remember  a  young  man  called  Gil  BUs,  who 
iMtneriy  lived  in  your  house,  and  was  your  de- 
-puty  f "  ^*  What !  is  it  you,  Santillane  ?  (answered 
be,  embracing  me ;)  I  should  not  have  knoim  you 
again.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  you. .  What  have  yoa 
been  doing  since  you  left  me  f  Ton  have  doubtless 

[practised  phync  all  along  ?"  ^'  I  was  indeed  (said 
)  sufficiently  inclmed  to  that  profession,  which, 
however,  some  strong  reasons  have  hindered  me 
from  exercising." 

^  So  much  &  worse,  (replied  Sangrado.)  With 
the  principles  which  you  imbibed  from  me,  you 
woold  have  become  an  expert  physician,  provided 
'  Bewven  had  given  you  grace  to  preserve  yourself 
from  the  dangerous  love  of  chemistry.  Ah !  my 
son!  (continued  he,  with  an  air  of  sorrow,)  what  a 
change  has  happened  in  physic  within  these  few 
years  !  That  art  is  robbed  of  all  its  honour  and 
dignity :  that  art,  which  in  all  times  bath  regarded 
the  life  of  man,  is  now  a  prey  to  rashoeai,  pre- 
sumption, and  empirics;  for  their  actions  speak, 
and  in  a  little  time  the  very  stones  will  cry  aloud 
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tgainsl  tbe  cabalt  of  tbese  new  pracddaotrt.  Lt 
pUes  clamabant !  There  are  in  ibis  city  phyriciaoi 
^or  HQcb  as  call  themselves  so)  who  are  yoked  to 
cbe  triumphal  car  of  antimony*  Currus  triumph^ 
antimonii.  Tmants  from  tbe  school  of  Paracelsus^ 
adorers  of  kcrmes,  accidental  curers,  who  make 
the  whole  science  of  medicine  consist  in  knowimr 
how  to  prepare  chemical  drugs.  What  shall  I  leu 
joa !  «very  thing  is  turned  topsy-turvy  in  -their 
tnetbod.  Bleeding  at  tbe  foot,  for  example,  bitfier^ 
to  so  sddom  practised,  is  now  almost  tbe  only 
evacuation  in  use.  Those  purgatives,  which  were 
Ibrmerly  gentle  and  benign, -are  now  changed  for 
enletios  and  kermes.  The  whole  is  a  mere  chaos, 
where  esich  does  what  he  thbks  proper,  transgress- 
ing those  bounds  of  order  and  sagaci^  which  our 
ancient  masters  had  so  wisely  prescribed." 

Whatever  inclination  I  hAO  to  laugh  at  such  a 
oomical  declamation,  I  had  power  to  resist  it*  I 
did  more:  1  eiclaimed  against  kermes,  without 
knowing  what  it  was,  and  at  a  venture  wished  tbose 
who  invented  it  at  cbe  deviL  Scipio,  observuig 
tbat  i  made  myself  merry  with  this  scene,  had  ft 
miad<to  act  in  it  also.  *'Mr.  doctor,  (said  he  to 
Sangrado,)  as  1  am  grand  nephew  to  a  physician  of 
the  old  school,  give  me  leave  |o  revolt  with  'yon 
against  chemical  medicines.  My  late  grand  uncle 
(rest  his  soul)  was  such  a  warm  partisan  of  Hippo- 
crates, that  he  often  battled  with  quacks  who  spoke 
disrespectfully  of  that  prince  of  physic.  True  hlopji 
will  flUways  show  itself;  I  would  willingly  perforip 
the  office  of  executioner  to  those  ignorant  inno- 
vators, of  whom  you  comjdain  with  such  eloq^enqe 
and  justice.  What  disorder  most  tbese  wretches 
create  in  civU  society !" 

**  That  disorder  (replied  the  doctor)  is  more  ex- 
tensive than  yon  imagine.  My  baring  published  a 
book  against  the  robbers  of  medicine  was  of  no  use. 
On  the  contrary,  the  mischief  daily  increases.  Tbie 
sorgelms,  mad  with  the  ambition  of  acting  as  phy 
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rieiau,  Clmik  themselTes  8tiCcieii%  qualified,  wbea 
there  it  notbing  to  be  done  but  to  give  kermes  and 
emetics,  to  which  they  add  bleedisg  at  the  foot^ 
according  to  their  owo  fancy.  They  evenpioceed 
to  far,  as  to  nix  kenoea  is  apoieias  and  cordial 

{otiont ;  and  to  they  are  on  a  par  with  yoar.eele- 
rated  pretcribert.  This  contagion  has  spread  alaa 
among  the  cloisters.  There  «re  some  monks  who 
act  both  as  apothecaries  and  sargeont.  Thoeef  aper 
of  medicine  apply  themselves  to  chemistry,  and 
compose  pernicious  dnigs,  with  wUch  they  abridge 
th^  lives  of  their  reverend  fathers.  In  fine,  thfire 
are  more  than  sixty  monasteries  of  menwid  woonea 
in:  Yalladolid ;  so  yon  may  jadge  ^at  ravagt  is 
made  in  them,  by  kermes  aniled  with  eoM^ct,  and 
bleeding  in  ^e  foot"  ^  Signior  Sangrado,  (said  I,) 
you  have  reason  to  be  incensed  against  these  poir 
soners.  I  groan  in  concert  with  you,  and  share 
your  alarms  for  the  lives  of  maokmd,  which  are  to 
manifestly  threatened  by  a  method  so  different 
from  yours.  1  am  veiy  mach  afraid  thai  chenittry 
will  one  day  occasion  the  total  ruin  of  phytic }  m 
the  same  manner  at  false  money  provet  dettructive 
'to  kingdoms.  Heaven  grant  diat  the  fiitaLday  be 
tiot  too  near!" 

At  this  part  of  our  convertation,  an  old  maid 
terVant  brought  in  for  the  doctor  a  litde  light  bread 
on  a  salver,  and  a  glats  with  two  bottles,  one.  of 
which  was  filled  with  water,  and  the  other  with 
wine.  Afler  he  had  eaten  a  morsel  of  the  bread, 
he  took  a  draught  of  liquor,  in  which  indeed  there 
were  two  tlurds  of  water}  bat  that  did  not  save 
dim  from  the  reproach  which  he  gave  me  the.  handle 
to  vent  against  hi«n.  ^  Ah,  ah!  (said  I,)  Mr.  Doe- 
tor,  have  I  caught  you  in  the  fact?  You  drink 
wine  then !  You  who  have  atwayt  declared  a^nst 
that  liquor  f  you  who,  during  three  fourths  of  your 
Kfe,  have  df ank  nothing  Isut  water.  How  long 
have  you  ac^d  so  inconsistently  with  yourself? 
Yon  <)afind(  excuse  yourself  ou.  acconot  4tf  your 


ADVENTUKES  OF  GIL  BLAS.  St 

iige ;  since,  in  one  part  of  yoar  writings,  yon  define 
^d  9Lge  a  natural  decay,  that  withers  and  consumes 
«i ;  and,  in  coYisequence  of  that  definition,  deplore 
the  ignorance  of  those  people  who  style  wine  the 
nrik  of  old  men.  What  therefore  can  you  say  in 
Your  own  justification  f 

"You  declare  war  against  me  very  unjustly, 
(replied  the  old  physician.)  Had  I  drank  pure 
wine,  you  would  have  had  some  reason  to  look 
vpon  me  as  an  Unfaithfiil  observer  of  my  own  me- 
thod ;  but  you  see  that  my  wiue  is  very  much  di- 
'uted."'  •*  Another  inconsistency,  my  dear  master, 
(said  I;)  do  not  you  remember  that  you  blamed 
tli^  canon  Sedillo  for  drinking  wine,  although  it 
was  mixed  with  a  gredt  deal  of  water  f  Confess 
freely,  that  you  are  sensible  of  your  error,  and  that 
wine  is  not  a  fatal  liqu6r,  as  you  advanced  in  your 
Works,  provided  it  be  drank  with  moderation." 

These  words  perplexed  the  doctor,  who  could 
not  deny  that  he  had  forbid  the  use  of  wine  in  his 
botrics,  but  shame  And  vanity  hindered  him  from 
owning  that  my  reproach  wasjust,  and  he  did  not 
know  what  answer  to  make.  To  extricate  hitn  out 
of  this  dilemma,  I  shifted  the  discourse ;  and,  in  a 
moment  after,  took  leave  of  him,  exhorting  him  to 
keep  his  ground  still  against  the  new  practitioners. 
•*  Courage,  Signior  Sangrado  (said  I  to  him,)  be  in- 
de&tSgable  in  decrying  kermes,  and  combat  "Against 
bleeding  in  the  foot,  without  ceasing.  If,  in  spite 
of  your  leal  and  physical  orthodoxy,  that  empirical 
race  should  succeed  in  ruining  true  discipline,  you 
will  at  least  enjoy  the  consolation  of  having  done 
yoar  utmost  to  maintain  it:" 

As  my  secretary  and  I  returned  to  the  inn,  con* 

versing  together  about  the  diverting  and  original 

ehAracter  of  the  doctor,  a  man  of  about  five  and  fifty 

Of  nlty  years  of  age  passed  us  in  the  street,  walking 

inth  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the  ground,  and^a  large 

rotary  in  his  hand.    1  viewed  him^attentively,  and 

tasily  recolletted  him  to  be  Sigifior  Manuel  Ordon- 
E  Vol-  in  I  t 
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nei,  that  pious  director  of  the  hospital,  of  wbon 
such  honourable  meotion  is  macje  in  the  first  t^ 
lome  of  my  meaioirs.  I  accosted  him  with  great 
deinoDstratioos  of  respect,  saying,  '^  Health  to  the 
venerable  and  discreet  Sigoior  Mannel  Ordonoes ! 
the  most  proper  man  in  the  world  to  manage  the 
poor's  money."  At  these  words  he  eyed  me  nar- 
rowly, and  answered,  that  he  remembered  my  fea- 
tures, but  could  not  recollect  the  place  where  he 
had  seen  me.  '^  I  was  often  at  your  house,  (said 
I,)  while  yoi|  had  in  your  service  a  friend  of  mine 
called  Fabricio  Nunoes."  '<  Ah !  I  remember  you 
now  ^answered  the  director,  with  a  satirical  smile) 
by  this  token,  that  you  were  both  arch  lads,  had 
played  together  many  tricks  of  youth.  Well,  what 
IS  become  of  poor  Fabricio  ?  every  time  I  think  of 
him  I  am  uneasy  about  his  circumstances." 

''  My  motive  (said  I)  for  taking  the  liberty  of 
stopping  you  in  the  street,  was  to  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  him.  Fabricio  is  at  Madrid,  employed  in 
composing  miscellanies."  ^^  What  do  you  call  mis- 
cellanies f "  (answered  he.)  <^  Thai  is,  (said  I,)  be 
writes  in  prose  and  verse.  He  composes  comedies 
^nd  romances :  in  a  word,  he  is  a  young  fellow  of 
genius,  and  is  very  well  received  in  the  best  fami- 
fies."  *^But  (said  the  director)  how  stands  he 
with  his  baker  r*  '*  Not  quite  so  well  (answered  I) 
as  with  people  of  fashion :  between  you  and  me,  1 
believe  he  is  as  poor  as  Job."  "  Oh !  I  don't  at  all 
doubt  it,  (cried  Ordonnet :)  let  him  make  his  court 
to  noblemen  as  much  as  be  pleases,  his  complai- 
sance, flattery,  and  cringing,  will  bring  still  less 
into  his  pockets  than  hu  works.    Remember,  I 

Erophesy,  that  you  will  one  day  see  him  in  the 
ospital." 
^^  That  may  very  well  be,  (I  replied ;)  poetry  has 
brought  many  a  one  to  that  catastrophe.  My  fri^Ml 
Fabricio  would  have  done  much  better  had  he  re- 
mained with  your  worship.  He  would  by  this  tinis^ 
have  rolled  upon  gold."  ^*  At  least,  he  wooki  have 
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been  in  very  easy  drcmnstaiices,  fsaid  Manuel.)  I 
had  a  regard  for  hiro,  and  woola  have,  by  raising 
him  from  po&t  to  post,. procured  a  solid  setdement 
fi>r  faim  in  the  hospital,  had  he  not  been  whimsica} 
encNigh  to  set  up  for  a  wit.  He  composed  a  co- 
medy, which  was  acted  by  the  players  of  this  city: 
the  piece  succeeded;  and  from  that  moment  his 
head  turned.  He  believed  himself  another  Lope 
de  Vega ;  and  pivferring  the  smoke  of  public  ap- 
plause to  the  real  advantages  which  my  friendship 
prepared  for  him,  demanded  his  discission.  I  re- 
monstrated in  vain,  that  he  was  going  to  quit  the 
substance  and  run  after  the  shadow.  I  could  not 
detain  this  madman,  who  was  actuated  with  the 
fury  of  writing.  He  did  not  know  his  own  interest, 
(added  be.)  The  young  man  who  succeeded  him 
in  my  service  is  a  living  proof  of  this.  Having 
more  judgment  and  less  understanding  than  Far 
hricio,  he  applied  himself  wholly  to  the  execution 
of  his  commissions,  and  studied  to  please  me. 
Accordingly,  I  have  promoted  him  as  he  deserved, 
and  he  now  actually  enjoys  two  employments  at 
the  hospital,  the  least  of  which  is  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  an  honest  man,  encumbered  with 
a  large  famUy.''         * 


CHAPTER  n. 


Fnox  Valladolid  we  got  in  four  days  to  Oviedo; 
without  meeting  with  any  bad  accident  on  the  road, 
notwithstanding  the  proverb,  which  save,  that  rob- 
bers smell  the  money  of  travellers  amr  off.  We 
ahcNild  have  been,  however,  a  pretty  good  booty; 
and  two  inhabitants  of  the  cavern  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  carry  off  our  doubloons  with  ease ;  fi>r 
I  had  not  learned  to  grow  vaHant  at  coun^^^nd 
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•Bertram),  iny  moco  de  tmikt,*  dk)  not  seem  of  m 
Jittaoor  to  die  in  defence  of  his  siftsler's  purse : 
no  was  the  ooly  Hectoc  among  as. 

It  beiag  night  when  we  arrived  in  town,  we  went 
to  lodge  at  an  inn  bard  by  the  house  of  my  ancle 
the  Canon  Gil  Pecei.  I  was  willing  to  understand 
the  situation  q{^  my  parents  before  I  should  appear 
m  their  son ;  and,  for  this  piece  of  information,  I 
oouM  not  apply  to  a  more  proper  person  than  my 
landlord  or  his  wife,  who  I  knew  to  be  people  who 
were  very  wiH  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  their 
■eigbbours.  In  efiect,  the  landlord,  after  having 
eyed  roe  with  attention,  recollecting  my  face,  cried, 
f'  By  St  Antonio  de  Padna !  this  is  the  son  of  ho- 
oest  usher  Bias  of  Santillane."  *<  Yes,  truly  (said 
his  wife,)  it  is  he  indeed !  he  is  very  little  altered  : 
it  is  the  same  little  brisk  Gil  Bias,  who  had  always 
more  rairit  in  his  heart  than  beef  oft  fab  bones.  I 
think  I  see  him  still  coming  to  this  house^  with  Us 
bottle  for  wine  to  his  uncle's  supper.'' 

**  Madam,  (said  I,)  you  have  a  v€ry  happy  me- 
mory :  but  pray  tdl  me  news  of  my  family ;  my 
father  and  mother  are,  doubtless,  in  no  very  agree- 
able situation*"  ^  That  is  bat  too  true,  (replied 
the  landlady:)  how  bad  soever  you  may  think  their 
condition  is,  you  cannot  conceive  them  more  dis- 
tressed than  they  are.  Gil  PeTez,  honest  man,  has 
lost  the  use  of  one  half  of  his  body  by  die  palsv; 
and,  in  all  appearance,  cannot  last  long :  your  fa- 
ther, who  has  lived  of  late  with  the  canon,  has  got 
a  defloxion  in  his  breast^  or  rather  is  at  this  moment 
in  the  agonies  of  death;  and  your  mother,  thou^ 
lar  from  being  well,  is  obliged  to  serve  as  a  nurse 
ID  both.'! 

On  this  report,  which  made  me  feel  that  I  was  a 
•on,  I  left  Bertrand  with  my  equipage  at  the  inn ; 
suidi  attended  by  my  secretary,  whi^  would  not  quit 
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mC)  repnired  to  my  unck's  house.  As  soonl  ai  i 
•ppeared  before  my  mother,*  aii  emotion,  which.  I 
caused  in  her,  signified  my  presence,  before  her 
eyet  had  distinguished  my  features.  "  Sou,  (said 
the  with  a  melancholy  air,  after  she  had  embracad 
me,)  come  and  see  your  father  breathe  bis  last : 
you  are  come  titne  enough  to  be  struck  with  that 
cruel  spectacle."  So  saying,  she  carried  me  kilto  a 
ichambet  where  the  unfortunate  Bias  of  Saiitillanei 
lying,  on  a  bed  that  too  well  denoted  the  povertji 
of  an  asher,  drew  near  his  exit*  Though  he  was 
tnvironed  by  the  shades  of  death,  his  senses  had 
not  quite  ftimken  him.  *^  My  dear  friend,  (fijaid 
my  oother  to  him,)  here  is  your  son  Gil  Bias,  whd 
begs  yoni^  forgiveness  for  the  sortows  he  has  occa<« 
sioned,  and  asks  youi;  blessing."  At  these  words^ 
my  father  opening  his  eyes,  which  death  had  begim 
lo  dose,  fixed  them  upon  me ;  and  observing,  in 
spite  of  his  own  lamentable  condition,  that  I  waa 
very  much  affected  with  the  loss  of  him,  seemed 
iioved  at  my  grief,  and  attempted  to  speak  ;  bid 
had  not  strength  enough  to  utter  one  word.  I 
iook  hold  of  one  of  his  .hands ;  and  while  I  bathed 
it  with  my  tears,  unable  to  pronounce  a  syUabk^ 
he  expired,  as  if  he  had  waited  for  my  ariivai  bc<* 
fore  be  would  breathe  his  last 

My  mother  was  too  well  prepared  for  bis  death 
ID  be  immoderately  afflicted  at  it ;  and  I  was,  per* 
haps,  more  grieved  than  she,  although  my  father 
had  never  given  me  the  least  mark  of  his  firiendship 
in  his  life.  My  being  his  son  was  a  sufikient  caus^ 
for  me  to  lament  him  ;  besides,  I  upbraided  myself 
for  not  having  assisted  hira  in  his  distress :  and^ 
when  I  reflected  on  my  hard«heartedBeu,  looked 
upon  myself  as  a  monster  of  ingratitude,  or  mdwtf 
aa  a  downright  parricide.  My  uncle,  whom  I  after* 
wards  beheld  strecbed  on  a  truckle  bed,  and  in  ^ 
iiiserable  condition,  made  me  feel  fredi  remori«L 
'*  Unnatural  son!  (said  I  to  myself)  contemphtla) 
for  thy  puoishment,  the  misery  of  thy  parents;    If 


01  ADTEIITURES  OF  GIL  BLAS. 

dsoa  btdtt  given  tbem  a  small  share  of  the  super- 
fluity which  was  ia  thy  possession,  before  tho« 
wast  ioaprisoned,  they  would  have  eujoyed  cod-> 
veoiences  which  the  revenue  of  the  prebend  could 
not  afford  ;  and,  perhaps,  thou  wouldst  have  pro 
longed  the  life  of  Oiy  father." 

The  unfortunate  Gil  Perec  was  become  a  child 
again,  having  lost  both  his  memory  and  jttdgn>?nt. 
In  vain  did  1  press  him  in  ray  arms,  with  marks  of 
real  affection  ;  be  seemed  insensible  of  what  I  did. 
When  my  mother  told  him  that  I  was  his  nephew 
Gil  Bias,  he  looked  at  me  with  an  unmeaning  eye, 
and  made  no  answer.  Though  blood  and  gratitude 
bad  not  obliged  me  to  lament  an  uncle  to  whom  I 
owed  so  much,  I  could  not  have  beheld  him  in  a 
condition  so  worthy  of  pity,  without  feeling  the 
emotions  of  compassion. 

All  this  time  Scipio  remained  in  a'  melancholy 
silence,  partook  of  my  affliction,  and,  through  friend 
ship,  mingled  bis  sighs  with  mine.  As  I  concluded 
that  my  mother,  after  such  a  long  absence,  wanted 
to  converse  with  me,  and  that  she  might  be  un- 
easy at  the  presence  of  a  man  whom  she  did  not 
know,  I  took  him  aside,  and  said,  "  Go,  my  child, 
go,  and  repoie  thyself  at  the  inn  ;  and  leave  me 
here  with  my  mother,  who  perhaps  will  think  thee 
one  too  manv  in  a  conversation  that  will  wholly 
turn  on  family  affairs."  Scipio,  rather  than  put  us 
under  any  constraint,  retired ;  and  I  actually  dis« 
coursed  with  my  mother  the  best  part  of  the  night. 
We  gave  one  another  a  faithful  acount  of  what 
had  happened  to  us  since  my  departure  from  Ovie* 
do  :  she  was  minute  in  the  detail  of  those  mortifi- 
cations she  had  suffered  in  the  families  where  she 
had  been  duenna,  and  told  me.  an  infinite  number 
of  things  on  that  subject,  whi<3i-I  was  glad  my 
secretary  did  not  hear,  though  h^  was  entrusted 
with  all  my  secrets.  With  all  the  respect  that  I 
owe  to  the  memory  of  a  mother,  I  must  own  thai 
the  good  lady  was  a  little  prolix  in  berMurati«m ) 
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and  she  would  have  spared  me  three  fourths  of  her 
history  had  she  suppressed  all  the  trivial  circum- 
stances of  it:  she  concluded  at  length,  and  I  began 
mine.  I  passed  lightly  over  all  my  adventures; 
but  when  I  came  to  the  visit  which  I  received  at 
Madrid  from  the  son  of  Bertrand  Muscada,  the 
grocer  of  Oviedo,  I  enlarged  upon  that  article.  **  I 
own  (said  I  to  my  mother)  I  gave  that  young  man 
a  very  bad  reception:  who,  to  be  revenged,  has 
doubtless  drawn  a  very  frightful  picture  of  me.** 
**  In  that  he  did  not  fail  (answered  she :)  he  told 
as  that  he  found  you  so  proud  of  the  favour  of  the 
prime  minister,  that  you  scarce  deigned  to  recollect 
him:  and  when  he  described  our  distress,  heard 
him  with  the  utmost  indifference.  As  parents 
(added  she)  always  endeavour  to  find  excuses  for 
the  behaviour  of  their  children,  we  could  not  be- 
lieve that  you  had  such  a  bad  heart:  your  arrival 
at  Oviedo  justifies  our  good  opinion  of  you,  ai.J 
your  present  sorrow  confirms  your  apology." 

**  You  judge  too  favourably  of  me,  (I  replied  ;) 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  young  Muscada's 
report :  when  he  visited  me,  I  was  wholly  engrossed 
by  the  care  of  making  my  fortune ;  and  the  ambition 
that  possessed  me  would  not  permit  me  to  think  Oa 
my  parents.  It  must  not  therefore  be  wondered  at, 
if,  in  this  disposition,  I  gave  an  unwelcome  recep- 
tion to  a  man,  who,  accosting  me  rudely,  told  me 
in  a  brutal  manner,  that,  hearing  I  was  richer  than 
a  Jew,  he  came  to  advise  me  to  send  you  some 
money,  of  which  you  stood  in  great  need  :  he  even 
reproached  my  indifference  for  my  family  in  very 
indecent  terms.  I  was  shocked  at  his  freedom ;  and 
losing  patience,  pushed  him  by  the  shoulders  out 
of  my  c|oset  I  own  I  was  to  blame  in  this  ren- 
counter: I'ought  to  have  reflected  that  it  was  not 
your  fault  if  the  grocer  wanted  manners ;  and  that 
his  advice  was  never  the  worse  for  its  being  brutally 
delivered. 

*'  This  was  what  I  represented  to  myself  immedi- 
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ately  after  I  bad  sent  Muscada  about  his  busiimu 
Hy  blood  spoke  iu  your  bebalf ;  I  recalled  all  my 
duty  to  my  parents ;  aod,  blushing  for  shame  for 
having  performed  it  so  HI,   felt  remorse,  which, 
nevertheless,  can  do  me  no  honour  with  you,  be- 
cause it  was  soon  stifled  bv  avarice  and  ambition  ; 
but  having  been   afterwards  imprisoned,  by    the 
King's  order,  in  the  tower  of  Segovia,  I  (ell  dan- 
gerously ill,  and  tliat  happy  distemper  bath  re- 
stored your  son  to  you ;  yes,  it  was  my  disease  and 
imprisonment  that  made  nature    resume  all   her 
rights,  and  entirely  detached  me  from  court    I 
now  tbirst  after  solitude ;  and  my  sole  motive  for 
coming  to  the  Asturias  was  to  entreat  you  to  share 
with  me  the  sweet$  of  a  retired  life,    if  you  don't 
refuse  my  request,  I  will  conduct  you  to  an  estate 
which  I  have  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  where 
we  shall  live  at  our  ease.     You  may  believe  I  ioir 
tended  to  carry  my  father  thither  also ;  but  since 
heaven  hath  ordained  it  otherwise,  let  me  have  the 
satisfaction  of  enjoying  my  mother'^  company,  and 
of  making  amends  to  her  for  my  past  neglect,  by 
all  imaginable  care."    ^'I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  your  laudable  intention,  (said  my  mother,)  and 
would  go  without  hesitation,  if  I  saw  no  objectionit 
in  the  case  ;  but  I  will  not  leave  my  brother,  your 
uncle,  in  this  deplorable  condition :  and  I  am  so 
much  used  to  this  counti:y,  that  I  cannot  now  quit 
it,     However,  as  the  thing  deserves  due  consider- 
ation, I  will  think  of  it  at  leisure :  let  us  at  present 
take  care  of  your  fatlier's  funeral."    "  That  (said  I) 
shall  be  ordered  by  th^  youag  man  whom  you  saw 
along  with  me ;  be  is  my  secretary,  and  has  ouch 
zeal  and  understanding,  that  we  may  depend  upon 
bis  care." 

Scarce  bad  I  pronounced  these  words,  when 
Scipio  returned,  it  being  already  day ;  and  asking 
*f  we  had  any  occasion  for  his  service  in  our  per- 
plexity, I  told  him  that  he  came  very  seasonably 
to  receive  an  important  order  which  1  bad  to  give 
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When  he  knew  what  the  bttsioess  was,  "  Enoii^h, 
(said  he,)  I  have  ah'eady  contrived  the  whole  cere- 
mou}',  and  you  may  trust  to  my  discretion."  "  Be- 
ware (said  my  mother)  of  niakiug  a  pompous  burial: 
it  cannot  be  too  modest  for  my  husband,  whom  all 
the  town  knew  to  be  a  very  indigent  usher."  "  Ma- 
dam, (replied  Scipio,)  had  he  been  still  more  needy 
than  he  was,  I  would  not  abate  two  farthings  of 
the  expeace  :  for  in  thb  I  regard  my  master  only  ; 
he  has  been  the  Duke  of  Lerma's  favourite ;  and 
his  father  ought  to  be  nobly  interred." 

I  approved  of  my  secretary's  design,  and  even 
desired  him  to  spare  no  cost :  the  remains  cf  vanity 
wliich  I  still  preserved  broke  out  on  this  occasion  :, 
I  flattered  myself,  that  in  being  at  a  great  expence ' 
upon  a  father,  who  left  me  no  inheritance,  I  should 
make  the  world  admire  my  generous  behaviour. 
My  mother,  fi  r  her  part,  whatever  modesty  she 
affected,  was  not  ill  pleased  to  see  her  husband 
buried  in  splendour.  We  therefore  gave  a  carte 
blanche  to  bcipio,  who,  without  loss  of  time,  took 
all  necessary  measures  for  a  superb  funeral. 

He  succeeded  but  too  well ;  and  performed  such 
magnificent  obsequies,  that  he  brought  the  whole 
city  and  suburbs  on  my  back ;  all  the  inhabitants 
of  Oviedoy  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  being 
shocked  at  my  ostentation.  **  This  minister  (said 
one)  is  in  a  g^^at  hurry  to  lay  out  money  on  bis 
father's  interment;  but  he  was  in  none  to  maintain, 
him."  "  He  would  have  done  better  (said  another) 
had  \ke  succoured  his  father  while  he  was  alive, 
than  to  honour  him  so  much  now  that  he  is  dead." 
In  short,  reproaches  were  not  spared ;  every  one 
had  a  fling  at  me ;  but  they  did  not  stop  here ;  they 
insulted  Scipio,  Bertrand,  and  me,  as  we  came  out 
of  the  church,  loaded  us  with  revilings,  and  hooted 
OS  as  we  walked  along,  and  conducted  Bertrand  to 
the  uin  with  a  shower  of  stones. 

To  disperse  the  mob  that  was  gathered  before 
mv  uncle's  house,   ttjere  was  a  necess'^ty  for  mv. 
E  2  Vol.  HI. 
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mother's  shewing  herself,  and  declaring,  that  sbff 
was  perfectly  well  satisfied  with  my  condact  Some 
ran  to  the  public-house,  in  order  to  demolish  my 
chaise ;  and  this  they  certainly  would  have  done, 
if  the  landlord  and  his  wife  had  not  found  means 
to  appease  their  fury,  and  dissuade '  them  from 
their  design. 

All  these  affronts,  which  were  the  effects  of  the 
voung  grocer's  report  of  me  through  the  city, 
inspired  me  with  such  aversion  for  my  townsmen, 
Ihat  I  determined  speedily  to  leave  Oviedo,  where, 
otherwise,  I  should  perhaps  have  staid  m  good 
while.  This  I  plainly  told  my  mother,  who,  being 
very  much  mortified  at  the  reception  with  which 
the  people  had  regaled  me,  did  not  oppose  mj 
departure.  What  remained  now,  was  to  know 
how  I  should  dispose  of  her.  *^  Mother,  (said  I,) 
since  my  uncle  wants  y  jur  assistance,  I  will  not 
press  you  to  go  along  with  me  at  present;  but  as 
m  all  appearance,  he  has  not  long  to  live,  you  must 
promise  to  come  to  my  estate  iramediktely  after  his 
decease." 

^'I  will  make  no  such  promise,  (answered  my 
mother,)  being  resolved  to  pass  the  rest  of  my  days 
in  the  Asturias,  in  perfect  independence.*' — "  Will 
not  you  always  (said  I)  be  mistress  in  my  house  f** 
^*  I  don't  know  that,  (she  resumed :}  you  may  fail 
in  love  with  some  young  girl,  and  marry  her;  then 
I  shall  be  her  mother-in-law;  consequently  we 
cannot  live  together." — "  You  foresee  misfortune 
(said  I)  at  too  great  a  distance :  I  have  no  intention 
to  marry;  but,  if  the  fancy  should  strike  me,  de- 
pend upon  it,  I  will  oblige  my  wife  to  be  implicitly 
submissive  to  your  will." — "  That  is  promising  too 
much,  (resumed  ray  mother,^  I  should  want  security 
for  my  bondsman ;  and  would  not  even  swear,  that, 
in  our  disputes,  you  would  not  take  the  part  of 
your  wife  rather  than  mine,  how  far  soever  she 
might  be  in  the  wrong.** 
'    "  You  talk  reasonably,  madam,  (cried  my  se» 
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cretary,  joining  in  the  conversation ;)  I  am  of  yonr 
opinion,  that  submissive  daughters-in-law  are  very 
rare.  In  the  mean  time,  to  accommodate  matters 
between  you  and  my  kiaster,  since  you  are  abso- 
lutely resolved  to  live  in  the  Astorias,  and  he  in 
the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  he  must  grant  you  an 
allowance  of  one  hundred  pistoles,  which  I  shall 
bring  hither  every  vear.  By  these  means,  the 
mother  and  son  will  five  very  happy  at  the  distance 
of  two  hundred  leagues  from  one  another.'*  The 
parties  concerned  approved  of  the  proposal :  I  paid 
the  first  year's  annuity  per  advance,  and  quitted  Ovi- 
edo  next  morning  before  break  of  day,  that  I  might 
not  be  treated  by  the  populace  like  another  St 
Stephen.  Such  was  the  reception  I  met  with  in  my 
own  country.  An  excellent  lesson  for  those  people 
of  the  common  rank,  who,  after  having  got  a  for* 
tone  abroad,  return  to  the  place  of  their  nativity, 
and  afiect  the  gentleman  of  importance. 


CHAPTER  in. 


Wz  took  the  road  to  Leon,  then  to  Valencia  * 
and  continuing  our  journey,  by  small  stages,  in 
ten  days  arrived  at  the  city  of  Segorba;  from 
whence,  next  morning,  we  repaired  to  my  estate, 
which  was  but  three  leagues  distant  from  it.  As  we 
drew  near  this  place,  my  secretary  observed  with 
great  attention  all  the  country  seats  that  presented 
ti)emselves  to  his  view,  on  the  right  and  left ;  and 
when  he  perceived  one  of  a  grand  appearance  he 
alwajrs  pointed  to  it  with  his  finger,  and  said,  **  I 
wish  that  was  oar  retreat." — **  I  don't  know,  friend, 
(said  I  to  him,)  what  idea  thou  hast  formed  of  our 
habitation;  but  if  you  imagine  that  it  is  a  magnifi- 
cent house  like  that  on  some   great  nobleman's 
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•ttot^y  I  tell  you,  beforehand,  that  you  are  fit 
riously  mistakeu.     If  thou  hast  not  a  mind  to  be 
the  dupe  of  thy  own  imaginatioo,  represent  to  thy- 
self the  small  house  which  Horace  enjoyed  in  the' 
country  of  the  Sabines,  near  the  Tyber,Su[}d  which 
he  received  as  a  present  from  Miecenas."— "  Theii 
t  roust  expect  to  see  a  cottage !"  (cried  Scipio!) 
'*  Remember  (I  replied)  that  I  have  alwa^  given 
yott  a  very  modest  description   of  it;  and  this 
moment  thou  mayest  thyself  judge  whether  ornot 
I  am  a  faithful  painter.     Cast  thy  eyes  towards  the 
Guadalaviar,  and  observe  on  its  banks,  hard  by 
that  small  hamlet,  the  house  consisting  of  foui 
little  pavilions;  that  is  my  castle.''-*-'^  How  the 
devil !  (cried  my  secretary,  with  surprise)  that  boose 
is  a  perfect  jewel !  Besides  the  noble  air  that  these 
pavilions  give  it,  it  is  extremely  well  built,  and 
surrounded  by  a  more  charming  countify  than  even 
the  neighbourhood  of  Seville^  which  is  called,  hy 
way  of  excellence.  The  Terrestrial  Paradise.  Had 
we  chosen  our  abode,  it  could  not  have  been  more 
to  my  taste ;  a  river  waters  it  with  its  stream,  and 
a  thick  wood  lends  its  shade,  when  we  are  inclined 
to  walk   in   the   middle  of  the   day*.     What  vik 
amiable  solitude  this  is !   Ah,  my  dear  master !  in 
all  appearance,  we  shall  not  quit  this  place  in  a 
hurry."—"  I  am  overjoyed  (answered  I)  that  thou 
art  so  well  satisfied  with  our  asylum,  which  is  more 
agreeable  still  than  you  imagine."    Conversing  in 
this  manner,  we  approached  the  house ;  the  gate  of 
which  was  thrown  open,  as  soon  as  Scipio  signified 
that  it  was  Signior  Gil  Bias  de  SantiUane,  who 
came  to  take  possession  of  his  castle.    At  that 
name,  so  respected  by  those  who  heard  it  pro* 
nounced,  my  chaise  was  admitted   inta  a  large 
court,  where  I  alighted :  then  leaning  on  Scipio, 
and  taking  state  upon  myself,  1  went  into  a  hall, 
where  I  was  scarce  arrived,  when  seven  or  eight 
servants  appeared.     They  said  they  came  to  pre* 
sent  their  iioinage  to  their  new  master ;  that  Do 


ADVfiNHIR£S  OF  GIL  BLASi  IM 

Cesaf  and  Don  Alphonso  de  Leyva  bad  cfaoten 
theoi  for  my  service;  one  in  quality  of  cook^ 
another  as  cook^s  assistant,  a  third  as  scullion,  a 
f^orth  as  porter,  and  the  rest  as  lacquies,  with 
orders  to  receive  no  money  of  me ;  these  two 
noblemen  intending  to  defray  all  the  expence  of  ny 
Aoase-keeping:  Master  Joachim,  the  cook,  who  was 
the  principal  and  spokesman  of  these  domestics^ 
gave  me  to  understand,  that  he  had  \aid  in  a  large 
stock  of  the  best  wines  in  Spain ;  and  told  me,  that 
at;  to  eating,  he  hoped  a  young  fellow,  tike  him* 
who  had  been  cook  six  years  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Valencia,  must  know  how  to  compose  ragouts  th^t 
would  tickle  my  palate.  ^'  I  will  (added  be)  fall 
presently  to  work,  and  produce  a  sample  oif  my 
skill.  Take  a  walk,  Signior,  while  dinner  is  get- 
ting ready  ;  visit  your  castle,  and  see  iif  it  be  in  an 
habitable  condition."  . 

I  leave  the  reader  to  judge  whedier  or  not  I 
neglected  this  vi^it ;  and  Scipio,  still  more  curioiift 
than  I,  dragged  tie  from  room  to  room.  We  8ar« 
veyed  the  whole  house  from  top  to  bottom ;  the 
least  comer  (as  we  imagined)  did  not  escape  odr 
interested  curiosity  :  and  I  had  every  where  occa^ 
sion  to  admire  the  bounty  of  Don  Csesar  and  bis 
SOD.  Among  other  things,  i  was  struck  with  tbe 
appearance  of  two  apartments,  which  were  as  well 
famished  as  they  possibly  could  be  without  magni- 
ficence. One  of  them  was  hung  with  Arras  tapes- 
try, and  had  in  it  a  bed  and  chairs  of  velvet,  still 
very  handsome,  though  made  when  the  Moors 
possessed  the  kingdom  of  Valencia  :  the  furniture 
of  the  other  was  in  the  same  state,  consisting  of 
hangings  made  of  old  Genoa  3WII0W  damask,  with 
a  bed  and  elbow-chairs  of  the  same  stuff,  adorned 
with  fringes  of  blue  silk.  All  these  effects,  which 
would  have  been  little  valued  in  an  inventory, 
wpeared  there  very  considerable.,  After  having- 
thoroughly  examined  every  thing,  my  secretary 
and  I  returned  to  the  hall,  where  the  cloth  was  laid 
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widi  two  covers.  We  sat  down  to  table ;  and  in  ft 
moment  was  brooght  in  an  olia  podrida ;  so  de- 
licious, that  we  pitied  the  archbisnop  of  Valencia 
for  having  lost  the  cook  that  composed  it  At 
every  asorsel  we  eat,  my  new  lacqiiies  presented 
to  ns  large  glasses  filled  to  the  brims  with  wine  of 
a  most  exquisite  relish.  Scipio,  not  daring  to  show 
before  them  the  interior  satisfaction  that  he  felt, 
expressed  himself  to  me  by  eloquent  looks ;  and  I 
gave  him  to  understand,  by  the  same  language, 
that  I  was  as  well  satisfied  as  he.  A  dish  of  roast 
meat,  composed  of  two  fat  quails,  which  flanked 
a  leveret  ot  an  admirable  fumet,  made  us  quit  the 
olio,  and  finish  our  repast  When  we  had  eaten 
like  two  gormandizers,  and  drank  in  proportion,  we 
got  up  from  table,  and  walked  into  the  garden,  to 
enjoy  a  voluptuous  siesta*  in  some  cool  agreeable 
place. 

If  my  secretary  seemed  hitherto  satisfied  with 
i^hat  he  had  seen,  he  was  still  more  so,  when  he 
beheld  the  garden,  which  he  thought  comparable 
even  to  that  of  the  Escurial.  It  Is  true,  Don  Ca»ar, 
who  came  frequently  to  Lirias,  took  pleasure  in 
having  it  cultivated  and  embellished :  the  walks 
were  gravelled,  and  bordered  with  orange  trees ;  a 
great  basin  of  white  marble,  in  the  middle  of  which 
a  braien  lion  vomited  out  great  gushes  of  water ;. 
the  beauty  of  the  flowers,  the  variety  of  fruits,  all 
these  objects  ravished  Scipio ;  but  he  was  in  a  par- 
tkular  manner  enchanted  with  a  long  walk  that  led 
by  a  gentle  descent  all  the  way  to  a  farmer's  house, 
and  was  shaded  by  the  interwoven  boughs  of  the 
trees  planted  on  each  side.  Here  we  stopped  to 
make  the  eulogium  of  a  place  so  proper  for  an 
asylum  against  the  heat  of  the  day ;  and  sitting 

*  Siesta  literaHy  signtfles  the  heat  of  the  day,  from  nooo 
forwards ;  but  it  b  here  used  to  express  the  afbemoon'soiyp^ 
eojoyed  every  day  by  the  inhabitaots  of  hot  rlimatefc 


ADVfiimntES  OF  GIL  BtAS.  Ill 

down  at  the  root  of  a  young  elm,  sleep  easily  surf 
prised  two  merry  boyS|  who  had  just  made  such  a 
good  diuner. 

Two  hours  after,  we  started  up,  awakened  by  the 
noise  of  several  shot,  which  seemed  so  near,  that 
we  were  frightened.  We  got  up  in  a  hurry,  and 
repaired  to  the  farmer's  house,  where  we  foun^ 
eight  or  ten  peasants,  all  inhabitants  of  the  hamlet, 
who  had  scoured  and  fired  their  fusils,  to  celebrate 
my  arrival,  of  which  they  had  got  notice.  .  The 
greatest  part  of  them  knew  me,  having  seen  me 
more  than  once  at  the  castle,  in  the  exercise  of  my 
stewardship.  They  no  sooner  perceived  me,  thao 
they  cried  all  together,  "Long  life  to  our  new 
master,  who  is  welcome  to  Lirias!"  Then  they 
loaded  their  pieces,  and  regaled  me  jvith  a  generii 
discharge.  1  received  them  as  courteously  as  I 
could ;  preserving  my  gravity  however,  thinking  it 
improper  to  be  too  familiar  with  them.  I  assured 
them  of  my  protection,  left  twenty  pistoles  among 
them ;  and  this,  I  believe,  they  did  not  look  upoa 
as  the  most  disagreeable  part  of  my  behaviour.  I 
aftefwards  left  them  at  liberty  to  spiend  mora 
powder,  and  retired  with  my  secretary  into  tht 
wood,  where  we  strolled  about  till  night,  without 
being  dred  with  beholding  the  groves ;  so  cbarmiog 
is  the  first  view  of  a  new  possession. 

The  cook,  his  assistant,  and  s<;ulIioQ,  were  not 
idle  in  the  mean  time ;  they  were  busy  in  prepariag 
a  repast,  even  superior  to  that  which  we  had  eaten ;. 
and  we  were  actually  astonished,  when,  returning 
into  the  same  hall  where  we  had  dined,  we  saw 
them  place  upon  the  table  a  dish  of  roasted  par- 
tridges, with  a  cive*  of  rabbit,  on  one  side,  and  on 
the  other  a  capon  in  ragout.  The  next  course  of 
dainties  consisted  of  pies'  ears,  pickled  chicks, 
and  cream  chocolate.    We  drank  plentifully  of 


A  cire  is  siuce  made  of  the  entrails  of  a  bare  or  rabbit 
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Loeemii  mni  several  sorts  of  excellent  wine,  amt 
Wked  we  found  we  coold  drtnk  no  more,  witboat 
exposing  our  healths,  we  thought  of  going  to  bed. 
Then  my  lacqnies,  taking  lights,  condacted  me  to 
the  beat  apartment,  where  they  were  very  officious 
«D  andressing  me;  bat  when  they  gave  me  my 
||<nwn  and  nrght-cap,  I  dismissed  them ;  saying,  with 

magisterial  air,  "  Leare  me,  gentlemen ;  1  have 
BO  farther  occasion  for  you  to-night." 

I  sent  them  all  away ;  and  -keeping  Scipio  for  a 
iMic  conversation,  asked  what  he  thought  of  the 
treatment  1  received  by  order  of  the  noblemen  of 
Leyva.  **In  feith,  (answered  he,)  I  think  you 
can't  be  treated  better ;  I  only  wish  that  this  may 
last"—**  I  entertain  no  such  wish  (I  replied :)  it 
iH  beootnes  me^  to  let  my  benefactors  be  at  such  an 
•zpence  on  my  account ;  this  were  to  abuse  their 
generosity ;  besides,  I  can't  pot  up  with  servants 
who  are  paid  by  anothec;  I  should  not  believe 
ayaelf  in  my  own  house.  Neither  am  I  come 
Irither  to  live  in  a  bustle ;  we  have  no  occasion  for 
sbch  a  great  number  of  domestics ;  we  want  no 
ttore  than  Bertrand,  acook,  a  scnllion,  and  lacquey.'* 
Akhongb  my  secretary  would  not  have  been  sorry 
16  live  always  at  the  expence  of  the  governor  of 
Yaleiicia,  he  did  not  oppose  my  delicacy  in  this 
affair ;  bat  confbrming  himself  to  my  sentiments, 
sipproved  of  the  reform  I  intended  to  make.  This 
bemg  determined,  he  left  me,  and  retired  into  his 
own  apartment 


S=SB 
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I  \7NDB£SS£0,  and  went  to  bed;  where  feel- 
ing no  inclination  to  sleep,  I  abandoned  myself  to 
reflection.    1  represented  to  myself  the  friendship 
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irith  which  the  noblemeo  of  Leyva  ref>aid  my  at^ 
tfeobment  to  them ;  and  penetrated  with  those  now 
maiics  of  their  affection,  resolved  to  go,  the  very 
ni^t  day,  and  satisfy  the  longing  impatience  I  faaii 
of  seeing  and  thanking  them  for  their  fiwoors.    I 
likewise  enjoyed,  by  anticipation,  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  Seraphina  again ;  but  that  pleasiare  was  not 
pure :  I  could  not,  without  aneasiness,  consider, 
that  I  must,  at  tlie  same  time,  support  the  looks  of 
Dame  Lorenca  Sephora,  who,  perhaps,  remem- 
bering the  adventure  of  a  box  on  thenar,  would  noji 
be  overjoyed  at  sight  of  me.    Fatigued  with  att 
these  different  ideas,  I  at  length  fell  asleep^  tad ' 
did  not  wake  till  after  sun-riso. 

I  was  soon  a*foot ;  and,  wholly  engrossed  by  my 
intended  journey,  dressed  myself  in  a  hurry*  JoiC 
as  I  had  done  adjosting  myself^  my  secretary 
coming  into  my  chamber,  **  Scipio,  (said  I,)  yon  see 
me  ready  to  set  out  for  Valencia ;  I  cannot  makf 
too  much  haste  in  going  to  salute  the  noblemen  to 
wkom  I  owe  my  small  fortune ;  every  moment  that 
I  delay  to  acquit  myself  of  this  doty,  seems  so 
accuse  me  of  ingratitude.  As  for  thee,*my  friend^ 
i  dispense  with  tfa  j^  attendance ;  stay  here  in  war 
absence,  and  I  will  come  back  to  thee  in  eight  da  jnkf 
**  Go,  Sir,  (he  replied,)  pay  your  respects  toLKui 
Alphonso  and  his  father,  who  seem  so  sensible  of 
your  seal)  and  grateful  for  dlie  services  you  have 
done  them :  persons  of  quality  of  that  character  art 
m  rare,  that  they  cannot  be  too  much 'esteemed.'* 
I  ordered  Bertrand  to  get  ready  for  our  departure  ; 
and  while  be  yoked  the  mules  i  drank  my  cboco*- 
hnei  then  I  got  into  my  chaise,  after  having  laid 
injunctions  upon  my  people  to  regard  my  secretary 
as  my  other  self,  and  to  follow  his  orders  as  if  they 
were  my  own. 

I  arrived  at  Valencia  in  less  than  four  boors: 
and  going  strai^t  to  the  governor's  stables,  there 
alighted,  left  my  equipage,  and  was  conducted  la 
the  apartment  of  that  nobleman,  who  was  then  with 

Vol.  III.  S 
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Iw  (kther  Don  Caesar.  I  opened  the  door,  nod 
CDleriog  wiiboiit  ceremooy,  accosted  tbem  in  these 
words:  '^ It  does  not  become  valets  to  send  in  tiieir 
Bsunes  to  tlieir  masters;  here  is  one  of  yonr  old 
fcervants  come  to  pay  bis  respects."  So  saying,  I 
woold  have  kneeled  before  them;  bat  tb^  Ud- 
dered  me  from  so  doing,  and  embraced  me,  one 
after  another,  with  all  the  expressions  of  geooine 
affection.  '*  Well,  my  dear  SantUlane,  (said  Don 
Alpibottso,)  have  yon  been  at  Lirias  to  take  posses- 
sion of  jQvtv  fslate  ?" — *^  Yes,  Signior,  (I  replied,) 
and  I  hope  yon  will  give  me  leave  to  restore  it" — 
^  For  what  reason  f  (said  he.)  Is  there  any  thing 
disagreeable  about  it,  that  gives  yon  disgust  ?''--> 
**Not  in  itself,  (I  resumed ;)  on  the  contrary,  J  am 
enchanted  with  it.  All  that  displeases  me  in  it  is^ 
to  see  cooks  of  an  archbishop,  with  three  times 
more  servants  than  I  want ;  which  only  serve  to 
put  yon  to  an  expence  equally  useless  and  cm^ 
•iderable." 

**If  (said  Don  Cesar)  you.  bad  accepted  the 
annuity  of  two  thousand  duckts  which  we  offered 
at  Madrid,  we  should  have  been  contented  with 
giving  you  the  house  furnished  ttis  it  is }  but  yoa 
know  you  refused  the  pension ;  aftd  we  thought  we 
could  do  no  less  than  make  you  some  other  re- 
compense." ^*  This  is  too  much  (f  replied :)  your 
generosity  ought  to  have  been  coofin.ed  to  the  pre- 
sent of  the  estate,  which  is  enough  to  crown  my 
wishes.  Bbt,  exclusive  of  your  cost  in  maintaining 
so  many  people,  at  a  great  expence,  I  declare,  that 
these  people  incommode  and  plague,  me.  In  a 
Word,  my  lords,  take  back  your  estate,  or  allow  me 
to  enjoy  it  according  to  my  own  desire."  I  pro- 
nounced these  last  words  with  such  a  determined 
air,  that  the  father  and  son,  who  did  not  at  all 
intend  u^  lay  me  under  any  constraint,  promised, 
at  length,  that  I  should  live  as  I  pleased  in  my  own 
house. 

I  thanked  them  for  having  granted  me  that 
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liberty,  without  vbicb  I  conld  not  be  bapOT ;  when 
Don  Alpbonao  interrupted  me,  saying,  "  My  dear 
Gil  Bias,  I  will  introduce  yoa  to  a  liidy,  who  will 
be  oveijoyed  to  see  you."  With  these  words,  he 
took  me  by  the  hand,  and  led  me  iato  the  apart- 
ment of  Seraphiua,  who  screamed  with  Joy  when 
she  saw  me.  "  Madam,  (said  the  governor,)  t 
believe  the  arrival  of  our  uiend  Saudllane  at  va- 
kncia  is  as  agreeable  to  yoa  as  to  me."—"  That  ii 
what  be  ought  to  be  connuced  o^  (answered  sbe :) 
time  bas  not  made  me  lose  the  remembrance  of  the 
•ervice  he  did  me :  and  to  the  gratitude  J  myadf 
•we  him,  I  add  that  which  I  ought  to  have  on  your 
account."  I  told  the  lady  govemeBs,  that  I  wu 
buE  100  well  rcquitod  lor  '  " 
wilh  her  deli 
sake.  After  ma 
pbonso  brouglil 
ment;  and  we  rejoined 
in  a  hqjl  with^veral  " 
tliither<H#-^ii 
All%«e 

liieiier 

Don 
ttie  Di 
haps,   111 
was  by 
the  Eov 
known. 


From  hence  I  concluded,  that  they  wanted  I 
should  enlai^e  upon  his  emiuehce,  and  make  them 
merry  at  his  ex  pence.  I  bad  some  inclination  to 
disclose  my  sentiments  of  him ;  but  I  restrained  my 
toBgue  :  aad  this  silence  made  me  pass,  in  the  opi- 
nion q[  the  company,  for  a  man  of  great  diicretioo.' 

Aftec  diitier,   the  guests  ratirsd  to  take  tbeb 


IK  ADTENTDIUU  OF  GIL  BLU. 

■itMu  M  tbor  bwB  Immmi  :  Don  C«mr  and  U« 

MO,  iriud  with  the  nttne  detire,  riiut  tbetaaelTtf 

Sio  tbeir  »pwtiiwnu  :  and  I,  impklient  to  lee  a 
y,  the  bcaoty  of  which  I  bad  heard  u  much 
aUolled,  weat  out  of  the  goi'ernor'c  palac*,  mtfa  a 
dengn  to  stroll  throogh  the  >tr«u.  At  the  gate, 
I  KM  a  Ban,  who  accoMed  tne  in  these  wordi 
"  Sigtiior  de  9aatiUane,  give  me  leave  to  salnte 
ytm."  When  1  aiked  who  he  was :  "  I  am  now 
(•aid  be)  Don  Cte»*t't  Talet  de  cbambre ;  bat  wts 
one  of  bit  lacqntes,  while  yoa  was  his  steward  i  I 
NHulc  my  coort  to  yoa  every  tnomniKi  because  yoa 
was  vtty  kind  to  me ;  and  1  iaTormea  yon  of  every 
thing  tnai  li;i[ipOL:id  iu  the  houstj.  Bon't  y<m 
remember,  lliat  L«pe  day  gave  you  iioiict;,  (hat  tbft 
surgeon  of  llie  yiiafiSv'?^  Leyva  was  priiately  ad^ 
flCpame  Lorenca  Sephonif 
T  replied :)  but  a-propo« 
--  1?"— "Alas!(8aidhe) 
creature  pined  away, 
Set^phina  tban  by 
reryOule  aJIEI^ted  at 

■      mi/""**  ■  '         ■  -  ''J 

dtt  {ATini^r^  having  fnaa  in 

"^.iryiimhflly  en^  inade  aa 

"^ed  Bdbl'  an4,l'^oiitJnnfld 

'f^j^rfm.X>f  that  iin- 

iinemin|^ArC^Cei  which  I 

without  o^iilarHig  that  it 

•to  her  owu^(^||^an  lo  my 

?illi*pleasiire,  all  lliat  ivas  worth 
seeing  in  this  city  :  the  marble  palace  of  the  arch- 
tlishw  agreeably  entertained  my  view,  aa  well  aa 
the  Boe  porticos  of  the  exchange ;  but  a  large 
house,  woich  I  discerned  at  a  distance,  and  which 
I  saw  a  great  aumbcr  of  people  enter,  attracted 
my  attention.  I  approached  it,  in  order  to  knoar 
the  raason  of  nch  a  great  concourse  of  men  and 
women ;  and  was  toon  catisSed,  whan  I  read  tinse 
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wurdt,  writtea  in  golden  letters,  on  a  ttooe  of 
Uack  marbk,  placed  over  the  gate.  La  posada  do 
los  represanteg.*  And  the  pkyers  advertised  in 
dieir  bill,  that  they  would  that  day,  for  the  first 
tinwi  act  a  nevr  tragedy  composed  by  Don  Gabriel 
Tfiaquero. 


CHAPTER  V. 


I  Btf OPPSD  some  minutes  at  the  door,  to  view 
the  people  who  went  in ;  and  observed,  that  they 
consisted  of  all  ranks.  I  saw  cavaliers  of  a  genitel 
isien,  and  richly  dressed,  and  some  figures  as  or 
dinary  as  the  clothes  they  wore.  I  perceived  ladies 
of  quality  alight  from  Aeir  coaches,  and  go  to  die 
boxes,  which  they  had  ordered  toJbe  bespoke;  an^ 
female  adventurers  go  in  with  a  view  of  alluring 
collies.  This  concourse  of  all  sorts  of  spectators 
made  me  desirous  of  increasing  the  number.  Just 
as  I  was  going  to  take  a  ticket,  the  governor  and 
bis  lady  arriving,  discerned  me  in  the  crowd  \  and 
ordering  me  to  be  called,  carried  me  into  their  hot, 
where  I  placed  myself  behind  them,  to  as  to  be 
Able  to  sp^Mik  to  both  with  ease.  I  found  the  house 
fiill  of  people  from  top  to  bottom,  the  pit  very 
iuich  thronged,  and  the  stage  loaded  with  knights 
of  the  three  military  orders^  '<  Here  b  (said  I  to 
Don  Alphonso)  a  very  numerous  assembly."^**'  Yon 
must  not  be  surprised  at  that,  (answered  he  ^  the 
tragedy  to  be  represented  is  the  composition  of  Don 
Cabfiel  Triaquero,  sumamed  the  modish  poet. 
As  soon  as  tHe  play-bills  advertise  a  new  thing 
written  by  that  aothor,  the  whole  city  of  Valencia 
is  in  a  ilotteri  the  men  as  ^1  as  the  womem 

*  The  plsy^house. 
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talk  of  nothing  but  this  piece :  all  the  boxes 
bespoke:  and  it  being  the  first  day. of  its  repre* 
sentation,  people  are  sqaeexed  to  death,  endea- 
vouring to  enter  |  although  every  place  is  doable 
filled,  except  the  pit,  which  they  dare  not  dis- 
oblige/'— "  Such  madness !  (said  I  to  the  governor;) 
that  eager  curiosity  of  the  public,  that  furious  im- 
patience to  see  every  new  production  of  Gabriel, 
gives  me  a  high  idea  of  the  poet's  genius." 

In  this  part  of  our  conversation,  the  actors 
appeared ;  and  we  left  ofi*  speaking  immediately, 
in  order  to  listen  with  attention.  The  applauses 
began  with  the  prologue ;  every  verse  was  attended 
with  a  brouhaha  !*  and  at  the  end  of  each  act,  there 
was  sach  a  clapping  of  hands,  that  one  would  have 
thought  the  house  was  falliog.  After  the  per- 
formance, they  showed  me  the  author,  who  went 
firom  box  to  box,  modestly  presendng  his  head  for 
the  laurels  with  which  the  gendemen  and  ladies 
prepared  to  crown  him.  ' 

We  retarned  to  the  governor's  palace^  where 
three  or  four  knights  arrived  in  a  litde  timet 
thither  also  came  two  old  authors,  esteemed  in 
their  way,  with  a  gentleman  in  Madrid,  of  under- 
standing and  taste.  A^  they  had  all  been  at  the 
play,  the  whole  conversation  at  supper  turned  upos 
the  new  pi«ce.  ^*  Gentlemen,  (said  a  knight  of  St. 
lago,^  what  is  your  opinion  of  this  tragedy.^  Is  it 
not  what  yon  call  a  finished  work  f  Sublime  thoughts, 
lender  sentiments,  manly  versification,  deficient  in 
nothing;  in  a  word,  it  is  a  poem  adapted  to  people 
of  taste."-—**  I  believe  noboidy  can  be  of  a  contrary 
opinion,  (said  the  knight  of  Alcantara ;)  the  piece 
IS  fiill  of  strokes  that  Apollo  seems  to  have  dictated, 
and  of  dtuadons  conceived  with  infinite  art  I 
appeal  to  this  gentleman,  (added  he,  addressing 
himself  to  the  Castilian ;)  he  seems  to  be  a  coo- 

noissenr;  and  I'll  wager  be  is  of  my  sentiment." — 

^ -  _. 

*  Brouhahjii!  a  note  of  applause. 
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^  DoqH  wager,  chevalier,  (answered  the  gentlmnan, 
with  a  sarcastic  smile,)  we  do  not  decide  so  hastily 
at  Madrid :  far  from  judging  a  piece  at  its  first 
representation,  we  distrust  its  beaoties  while  they 
are  in  the  months  of  the  actors :  and  how  well 
soever  we  may  be  affected  to  the  author,  suspend 
our  judgment  until  we  have  read  it :  and,  truly, 
It  does  not  always  give  us  the  same  pleasure  upon 
paper,  that  we  received  from  it  on  the  stage.  We 
scrupulously  examine  a  poem  before  we  esteem  it, 
without  being  dauled  by  the  author's  reputation, 
how  great  soever  it  may  be*  When  Lope  de  Vega 
himself^  and  Calderona,*  produced  new  pieces, 
they  found  in  their  admirers  severe  judges,  who 
would  not  raise  them  to  the  highest  point  of 
glory,  until  they  judged  them  worthy  of  that  ele* 
vation." 

**  Zooks !  (cried  the  knight  of  St  Jago,^  we  are 
not  so  fearful  as  you :  we  don't  wait  until  a  piece 
is  printed,  but  in  the  first  representation  fix  its' 
vtthie :  there  is  not  even  occasion  for  our  listening 
to  it  with  great  attention ;  if  we  know  it  to  be  tf 
production  of  Don  Gabriel,  that  is  enough  to  con- 
vince us,  that  it  is  without  blemish.  The  works  of 
that  poet  ought  to  serve  us  as  an  epocha  for  thef 
birth  of  taste :  your  Lopes  and  Calderonas  were  but 
apprentices  in  comparison  of  tliis  great  master  of 
the  stage."  The  gentleman,  who  looked  upon 
Lope  and  Galderona  as  the  Spanish  Sophocles  and 
Euripides,  was  shocked  at  this  rash  assertion. 
^*Such  dramatic  sacrilege!  (cried  he.)  Since ^ou 
dbHgeme,  gentlemen,  to  judge,  Hke  you,  from  a 
first  representation,  I  must  tell  you,  that  I  am  not 
at  all  satisfied  with  this  new  tragedy  of  your  Don 
Gabriel:  it  is  stuffed  with  strokes  more  shining 
than  solid ;  three  parts  in  four  of  the  verse  are  bad, 

*  Don  Pedro  Galderona  de  la  Barea,  koight  of  the  order 
of  St  Jago,  and  canon  of  Toledo ;  £unou8  for  the  excel- 
lent  comedies  he  has  written. 
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or  iiiis«^iiied ;  tbe  ch«ffaclert  iU-conoriiFed,  aad 
iU«-8Qppofted ;  um)  the  scnciamttti  are  often  very 
obscure." 

The  two  aothon  who  were  et  table,  and  wiiOy 
tbroogh  a  reserve  as  conneodabk  as  rare^  bad 
Mud  Dotbing,  for  fear  of  beiag  suspected  of  jealoosy, 
coald  not  help  applauding  the  gentleman's  seats* 
ments  with  their  eyes;  wluch  made  roe  guess,  thai 
their  silence  was  not  so  lauob  owing  to  the  per- 
fection of  tbe  work,  as  to  other  prudential  reasons; 
As  for  the  knigbts,  they  bcgsn  again  to  praise  Don 
Gabriel,  whom  tbey  even  placed  amoog  the  godi. 
This  extravagiJit  apotheosis,  •  and  blind  idolatry, 
made  the  Castilian  lose  all  patience :  he  lifted  op 
his  bands  to  heaven,  And  all  of  a  sudden  exdaiaied, 
in  a  fit  of  enthusiasm,  **  O  divbe  Lope  de  Vega! 
rare  and  sublime  genius,  who  hast  left  an  immense 
space  between  ihee  and  all  the  Gabriek  who  at- 
tempt to  reach  thy  excellence;  and  you,  pithy 
Calderona!  whose  elegant  sofinessj  purged  of  epic 
stiffness,  is  inimitable  j  do  not  4ear  that  yoor  altars 
will  be  demolished  by  this  new  popil  of  the  Muses^. 
who  will  be  very  hicky,  if  posterity,  which  yon  witt 
delight,  as  you  dellgbt  the  present  age,  shall  hear 
Us  name  mentioned." 

This  pleasant  apostrophe, whichoobodyexpeoied» 
raised  the  laugh  of  the  whole  company,  wfakh  gwt 
up  firom  tablei  and  parted.  I  was  conducted,  by 
Don  Alphonso's  order,  into  an  apartment  prepared 
for  me ;  there  I  ftmnd  a  good  bed,  in  which  my 
worship  went  to  sleep,  deploring  (like  the  Castilian 
gentleman)  the  mjustice  which  ignorant  people  ds4 
to  Lope  and  Calderona. 
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ciiAPTER  ri,         " 

t 

As  I  bad  not  ieen  the  wbde  eitjr  io  mj  fivtt 
eJtCQrsion,  I  v^nl  oat  neit  day  with. an  JBtendon 
to  u^k^  .%qotber  walk-iiam}  parcrived  in  the  street  i^ 
CarthiisiaB  friar,  who,  doab|leB8^  wds  going;  to  per* 
iorm  ibe  fiffaira  of  hb  coannnnky^  He  walked 
with  downcast  eyes,  and  so  devout  ah  air,  that  he 
attracted  the  notioe  of  every  bddy«  As  be  pasaeid 
dose  by  m^  I  looked  at  him  with  attention,  antf 
4iqiigb(  I  saw  in.  him  the  v^ty  person  of  Do* 
Raphaeli  the  edTentarer  who  nalntaintsnch  an 
bononrable  pbce  m  the  first  walnme  of  ny  me*' 
aioirs, 

I  was  so  mo  eh  astonished,  so  struekwitb  tbi^ 
Bseedng,  that,  iostehd  of  accosting  the  monkj  i 
^lood  immoveahle  some  manntes;  during  which  be 
was  gone  %  good  way  from  ne^  ^*  Just  heaven  f 
(snid  I9)  were  ever  t»vo  laces  more  alike !  What 
mnst  I  think  of  this  afiair?  Can  it  be  Raphael  fai^ 
deed;  or  can  I.  donbtthat  it  is  hef"  I  was  toe! 
^firions  tq  know  the  trutb,  to  remain  long  where  I 
was.  J  asked  the  wny  to  the  nonaslery  of  the 
Gaftbasians,  whither  I  instantly  repaired,  in  hdpee 
of  seeing  my  man  again,  when  he  should  retom  ; 
and  firmly-  resblved  to  stop,  and  speak  with  him.  I 
had  no  occasion  to  wait  for  this  s  when  I  came  to 
the  gate  of  the  convent,  another  face  of  my  ac- 
quaintance turned  my  doubts  into  certainty:  1 
recollected  in  the  porter  my  old  valet  Ambrose  de 
Lamek. 

We  were  equally  anrprised  to  find  one  anotbei^ 

in  that  {J^Ck    '<  Don't  I  dream^  (said  I,  sahitid^ 

himO  '^  '^  actually  bne  of  flsy  friends  whom  1 

behead  f "    He  cduld  not  recollect  me  at  first,  or 

feigned  himself  ignorant  of  my  features ;  but  con« 

sidering  that  this  feint  was  useless,  he  affected  the 

air  of  a  person  who  remembers  a  thing  all  of  a 
F  Vof..  III. 
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■odden:  ''Ab!  Signior  Gil  Bias!  (cried  he,^  forghre 
my  want  of  memory.  S)iice  I  hare  lived  in  this 
holy  place,  and  applied  myself  to  fulfil  the  daties 
prescribed  by  oar  roles,  I  lose  insensibly  the  re- 
membrance of  what  I  have  seen  in  the  wor]3." 

^  I  am  siocereiy  rejoiced  (said  I)  to  see  yon, 
after  an  absence  of  ten  years,  in  sacb  a  reverend 
dftm/'  ^  And  I  (he  repUed^  am  ashamed  to  appear 
in  it,  before  a  persoa  who  has  been  witness  of  the 
gnilty  life  I  led.  This  drem  incessantly  upbraids 
aM.  Alas !  (added  he^  Mghing  profoundly,)  to  be 
worthy  of  wearing  it,  I  ought  to  have  lived  always 
m  innocence."  *'  By  this  disoonrse,  with  which  1 
am  charmed,  {I  resumed,)  my  dear  brother,  one 
may  see  that  you  have  been  touched  by  the  finger 
of  Uie  Lord.  I  repeat  the  assurance  of  my  joy  at 
tb^  occasion  $  and  long  earnestly  to  hear  in  what 
miraculous  manner  you  and  Don  Raphael  have 
catered  into  the  right  way;  for  I  am  persuaded" 
that  it  is  be  whom  I  just  now  met  in  the  Carthn-' 
sian  habit  I  am  sorry  that  I  did  not  stop  him  in 
the  street,  and  speak  to  him ;  and  I  wait  here  for 
his  return,  in  order  to  repair  my  neglect" 

^<  You  are  not  mistaken,  (said  Lamela  to  me ;)  it 
was  Don  Raphad  himself  whom  you  saw :  and  as 
tOi  the  detail  you  desire,  here  it  is.  After  we  parted 
from  you,  near  Eiegorba,  the  soi^of  LocJnda  and  I 
took  die  road  to  Valencia,  with  a  design  of  playing 
some  new  trick  of  our  profimion  in  that  city.  -  One 
dftyi  by  accident,  we  went  into  the  church  of  the 
Carthusians,  while  the  monks  were  AOging  psalms 
in  the  dioir.  We  considered  them  attentively,  and 
experienced,  that  even  the  wicked  cannot  help 
honouring  virtueu  We  admired  the  fervour  with 
which  th^y  prayed  to  God«  their  hnmortal  air,  ibelf 
Hinds  detached  from  the  pleasures  of  the  age,  as 
w«ll  as  the  serenity  that  reigned  in  their  counter 
nances,  and  so  well  expressed  the  repose  of  their 
consciences. 

'^  While  we  made  these  observations,  we  fell  into 
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a  feverie,  that  became  rery  lalotary  unto  as.  We 
compared  our  morals  with  thote  of  the  good  monks, 
and  the  difference  which  we  found  filled  us  whb 
sorrow  and  disquiet  i  Laroela,  (said  Don  Raphael 
to  me,  when  we  came  out  of  the  church,)  how  art 
thou  affected  with  what  we  have  seen  i  for  my  part, 
I  cannot  conceal  from  thee  the  anxie^  of  my  mind. 
I  am  agitated  by  emotions  hitherto  unknown  t» 
me,  and  for  the  first  time  of  my  life,  my  conscience 
Jipbraids  me  with  my  iniquity.'  'I  am  in  the  uiS* 
same  disposition,  (answered  I:)  the  evil  actiona 
which  I  have  committed,  at  this  instant  rise  up 
against  me ;  and  my  heart,  which  was  before  hard- 
ened against  repentance,  is  now  torn  with  remorse.' 
*  Ah !  dear  Ambrose !  (resuincd  my  comrade,)  we 
are  two  strayed  sheep  whom  the  heavenly  FatheF,< 
through  pity,  intends  to  bring  back  iolo  the  fold. 
It  is  he,  my  child,  it  is  he,  who  caUe  to  us;  let  n» 
not  be  deaf  to  his  voice.  Let  us  renounce  cheat- 
jng,  quit  the  libertinism  in  winch  we  live,  and  begin* 
firom  this  very  day  to  labour  seriously  in  the  greai 
work  of  our  salvation.  We  must  spend  the  rest  of 
our  days  in  this  convent,  and  consecrate  them  to 
piety  aod  penitence.' 

"1  applauded  RaphaePs  sentiments,  (coiithiued 
brother  Ambrose,)  and  we  formed  the  generoas 
resolution  of  becoming  Carthusians.  To  put  this 
in  execution,  we  addressed  ourselves  to  the  father 
prior,  who  no  sooner  understood  ovr  design,  than, 
o  Older  to  prove  our  vocadon,  he  accommodated 
as  with  ceUs,  and  we  were  treated  like  monks  dnr- 
mg  a  whole  year.  We  followed  the  rales  with  such 
exactness  and  constancy,  that  we  were  received 
among  the  novices.  We  were  so  well  satisfied  with 
our  situation,  and  so  full  of  aidour,  that  we  cou- 
rageously underwent  the  toils  of  the  noviciate;  we 
then  professed  :  after  which,  Don  Raphael  appear- 
ing endued  with  a  genius  for  business,  wae  choacsi 
assistant  to  an  old  father,  who  was  at  that  time 
solicitor.    The  son  of  Lucinda  would  have  rathet 
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ipMit  hit  whole  time  id  prmjer,  but  be  was  obliged 
10  ttcrtfice  hii  inclination  to  the  good  of  the*ooi»- 
vent.  He  aoqnired  such  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  interests  of  the  boosei  that  he  was  deemed 
capable  of  filling  the  place  of  the  old  solicitor,  who 
died  three  years  after.  Don  Raphael  actually  ex**' 
efcises  that  emptoyinent  at  present,  and  acquits 
himself  in.  it  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  all  our 
fathers,  who  praise  his  conduct  very  much,  in  ^ 
adflsintstratioa  of  his  temporalities.  What  is  very, 
surprising  is,  that,  in  spile  of  the  care  of  collectings 
onr  reveoues,  with  which  he  b  invested,  he  seeuis 
ettgro0sed  by  eternity  alone.  Ajid  when  his  busH 
ness  leaves  ium  a  mifitut  to  himself,  he  employs 
it  in  the  most  profiiund  meditation.  In  a  word,  he 
is  one  of  the  holiest  monks  in  ou^  monastery." 

In  thU  place  I  iatarrapted  LaoKla  with  a  train 
sport  of  joy»  that  I  expressed  at  the  sight  of  Ra«^ 
phael,  who  arrived.  **  Th«re,  (cried  I,)  there  is  the 
holy  solicitor  for  whom  I  waited  so  impaliendy." 
Ai  the  same  time  I  ran  up  and  embraced  him.  He 
received  my  salutation  with  a  good  grace;  and, 
without  discovering  Ike  least  surprise  at  meeting, 
said  to  me,  with  a  voice  full  of  sweetness,  ^  God 
be  praised,  S^;nior  de  Santillane,  God  be  praised 
for  the  pleasure  I  have  in  seeing  you  !"  *'  Tnily, 
(I  replied,)  my  dear  Raphael,.!  share  as  much  as. 
possible  in  your  happiness.  Brother  Ambrose  haa 
recounted  to  me  toe  history  of  your  converaon,' 
and  I  was  charmed  with  the  narration.  What  9lA* 
vantage  have  you  both,  my  friends,  in  being  able 
to  flatter  yourselves,  that  you  are  of  the  small 
number  of  the  elect,  who  will  one  day  enjoy  eler* 
aal  felicity  l" 

'*  Tiro  wretches  such,  as  we  are  (resumed  the  sou 
ofliuciadaf  with  an  air- of  giwat  humility)  ought 
iiot  to  conceive  such  hopes  y  but  the  repentance  oi. 
sioneiu  makes  then  find  favour  with  the  Father  oi> 
mercy*  And  you,  Signior  Gil  Bias,  (added  be,) 
don't  yon  also  think  of  deserving  ptiraon  for  the 
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dfimet'  yoo  have  commtded  ?  What  btisiti^ss  hAngi 
yoDi  to  Vafencia  f  Donk  jou  nnhappily  fill  somil 
aanga*QUs  employment  in  this  placer^  *^  No,  thank 
Qod,  (I  replied,)  since  I  quitted  the  court,  I  haVe. 
led  the  life  of  an  honest  man.  Sonaetimes  at  an 
estate,  vrhkh  I  have  some  leagues  from  hence,  1 
enjoy  the  pleasure  of  the  country  ;  and  sotiietimes 
I  come  to  make  merry  with  the  governor  of  Valen* 
eia^  who  is  my  friend)  and  one  whom  y6ti  both 
know'  perfbctly  well." 

Then  I  recounted  the  history  of  Don  Alphonso 
de  Ley va,  to  which  they  listened  with  attention ; 
and  when  I  told  them  I  had  carried  frbm  that 
nobleman  to  S4mnel  Simon  tte^  three  thousand 
ducats  which  we  had  stolen  from  him,  Lamela  iii» 
termpted  me,  and  addressing  himself  to  Raphael, 
"  Father  Hilary  (said  he,)  at  that  rate,  the  A^er- 
chant  has  no  cause  to  complain  of  a  robbery,  fbr 
which  he  has  received  restitution  with  usury,  and 
we  obgfat  to  have  quiet  consciences  on  that  article.^ 
'<  Really,  (said  the  soticitor,)  brother  Ambrose  and 
I,  before  we  entered  this  convent, '  sent  privately 
fifteen  hundred  ducats  to  Samuel  ^ittion,  by  it 
Worthy  clergyman  who  took  the  trouble  of  goin^ 
to  XelvB,  in  order  to  make  that  r«sdfttt{on :  so 
miMcb  the  worse  for  Samael,  if  he  was  capable  of 
touching  that  sum,  after  haviog  been  reimbursed 
of  the  whole  by  Signior  de  Santillane.*'  '*  But 
(said  1  to  them)  are  you  sure  that  vour  fill^en 
hwadred  ducats  were  faidifblly  remittea  to  hitii  ^^ 
"  Questionless,  (cried  Don  Raphael  j)  i  will  answer 
for  the  clergyman's  integrity,  as  much  as  for  my 
own.''  « And  I  will  join  in  the  security,  (said 
Lamela ;)  he  is  a  holy  priest  nsed  to  these  sort  of 
Qoamisslons,  and  has  had,  fbr  things  deposited  in 
his  hands,  two  or  three  law-snits,  which  he  gained 
witbeoBU." 

Our  conversation  lasted  tome  time  longer;  then 
we  parted,  they  ezhordng  me  to  have  always  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  liefore  sny  eyes ;  itnd  I  rt^c^meod-^ 
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•d  mymif  to  (heir  itevoat  praytn.  Going  strtsght 
10  Don  AlphoDso,  **  Ton^ciui't  gue9»{said  I  to  him) 
wkh  wbon  I  have  hod  o  long  con  verintion.  I  have 
Just  parted  with  two  ven^able  Carthnsians  of  yonr 
•oqaaiotance ;  one  called  Father  Hilary,  and  the 
Other  brother  Ambfote."  **  You  are  mistaken,  (an- 
swered Don  Alphonso,!  I  Inow  not  o^  Carthu- 
sian." **  Pardon  roe,  (I  replied,)  yon  saw  at  XejTfi  , 
Brother  Ambrose  corainissary,  and  Fatber  Htfaff ' 
secretary  to  the  inquisition."  **  JBood  heaven ! 
(cried  the  governor  with  surprise,)  is  it  possible 
that  Raphael  and  Lamela  are  become  Carthusians?'* 
*^  Tes,  indeed,  (said  I,^  tbey  have  been  professed 
aoMMiks  some  years.  The  first  is  sAcitor,  and  die 
other  porter  of  the  convent." 

Don  Csesar's  son  mused  some  rotautes,  then 
shaking  his  head,'*'  Mr.  Commissary  of  ibe  inqui* 
sition  and  his  secretary,  (said  he,)  are,  in  my  opi- 
luoo,  bent  upon  playing  some  new  farce  here." 
**  You  are  prguificed  against  them,  (answered  I. j 
For  my  own  part,  having  conversed  with  them,  I 
judge  more  favourably  of  their  intention.  It  is 
true  we  cannot  dive  into  the  heart;  but,  in  all 
appearance,  they  are  two  converted  sinners." 
''That  may  be,  (resumed  Don  Alphonso;)  there 
have  been  many  libartines,  who,  after  having  scan* 
daliaed  the  world  by  their  irregularities,  shut  them- 
selves up  in  cloisters  to  .perform  a  rigorous  penance; 
and  I  wish  our  two  monks  may  be  of  that  sort." 
^Why  sbourd  they  notf  (said  I,)  they  have  volun- 
tarily embraced  a  monastic  life,  and  have  ahready 
lived  a  long  time  like  good  friars."  "  You  may 
say  what  you  please,  (replied  the  governor ;)  I  don't 
like  that  the  convent's  cash  should  be  in  the  bands 
of  this  said  Father  Hilary,  whose  integrity  I  cannot 
help  distrusting.  When  I  remember  that  fine  detail 
he  gave  us  of  kit  adventures,  I  tremble  for  the 
Carthusians.  I  would  willingly  believe  with  yoii, 
that  be  has  taken  the  habit  from  a  very  pious  mo» 
tive,  but  the  sight  of  the  cash  may  awake  his  ea^ 
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pidily.    A  reformed  drookardsh^ald  never  be  kfl 
ID  a  cellar."    ,.  ^  •  •^  ^ 

The  suspicioQfjof  D9Q  A1^lfOD«#  was  fully  justw 
6ed  ID  a  few  days.^  f'atber-''$j^liGitor  and  Biptber^ 
porter  disappefred  f^th  the  eiKk.«MFhifi  p»ce  of 
news,  which  was  unmelliately,  sji/ead  ali-ijover  the 
city,  afforded  ^reat-i&irtb  !p'4he  wits,  wh9-'always 
r^oice  at  .the  misfortanetf^  which  happen  to»en- 
doii^dll  monks.  As  for  the  governor  and  me»  we 
pitied*  4be  Carthusians,  without  boasting  of  o|ir 
acquaintance  w^tb  {he  two  aposdel^. 
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I  srsNT  eight  days  at  Valencia  in  high  taste, 
living  among  counts  and  marquisses.  Shows,  balls, 
concerts,  entertainments^  convecsations  with  the 
ladies,  and  ojther  amusements,  I  eqjoyed  by  the 
favour  of- the  governor  and  his  lady,  to  whom  I 
paid  my  court  so  successfully,  that  ^hen  I' set  ool 
for  Lirias  tbey  were  sorry  to  part  with  me.  They 
even  obliged  me  to  promise  that  I  would  divide 
my  time  between  them  and  my  solitude;  and  it 
was  agreed  that  I  should  live  at  Valencia  in  the 
winter,  and  spend  the  summer  at  my  own  house. 
This  convention  being  made,  my  be»^actors  gave 
me  liberty  to  go  and  enjoy  their  favours. 

Scipio,  who  impatiently  expected  my  return,  was 
ovefjoyed  at  seeing  me ;  and  I  redoubled  his  plea-r 
sure  by  a  faithful  report  of  my  journey.  **  Well, 
my. friend  (said  I  to  him  afterwards,)  how  didst 
thou  spend  the  day  in  my  absence!^  didst  thoo 
divert  thyself  agreeably?  ''  As  well  (answered  be) 
as  a  servant  could,  to  whom  nothing  is  so  dear  as 
the  presence  of  his  master.  I  have  walked  all  over 
our  small  territories.    Sometimes  seated  on  the 
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brink  dt  ttxm,  fimmain  which  is  in  our  wood,  I  tooli 
«  fleasore  Id  coDtemplating  the  beauty  of  its  waters 
whidi  are  as  pure  as  those  of  the'  sacred  fouutaio 
'that  qiakes  the  va^t  foik«st  of  Albuna  echo  with 
Its  noise;  ab(l^80ibetiaieS|  stretcbod  at  the  root  of 
a  tref ,  heard  the  linnets  and  the  nightingales  tune 
their  song.  In  short;  I  hare  hunted,  I  have  flslied} 
amd*  what  gave  me  more  satisfaction  than  all  other 
amusements,  I  have  read  sevend  books,  as  \x$tM 
as  Entertaining.'^  >* 

I  interrupted  my  secretary  with  precipitation,  to 
ask  where  he  found  these,  books.  **  I  found  them 
(said  he)  in  a  handsome  library,  which  Mr.  Joachim 
shewed  me  in  thtseattk.''  ^  Ha!  in  what  part 
(said  I)  can  this  pretended  library  be?  Diawe 
not  visit  the  whole  house  on  the  first  day  of  our 
arrival  .^"  *'  So  you  imagined,  {answered  he ;)  but 
you  must  know  we  surveyed  three  pavilions  only 
and  forgot  the  fourth,  where  Don  Caesar,  when  he 
came  to  Lirias,  usually  employed  a  part  of  his  time 
ki  reading.  There  are  in  this  Hbrary  exceeding 
good  books  left  for  you,  as  an  assured  entertain* 
ment.  When  oar  garden^,  stript  of  their  flowers, 
and  oar  woods  of  their  leaves,  shall  have  nothing 
left  to  amuse  tfs.  The  nobfemen  of  Leyva  have 
arot  done  thingfs  by  halves,  but  provided  food  fo# 
the  mind  at  WeH  as  for  the  body.'' 

Truly  rejoiced  at  this  piece  of  news,  I  fdlowed 
hhn  into  the  fourth  pavilion,  which  presented  a 
^ery  agreeable  scene  to  my  view,  i  beheld  ki 
chamber,  which  from  that  hour  I  destined  to  ba 
my  s^attmebt,  as  it  had  been  Don  Csesar's.  The 
b^  of  diat  nobleman  was  atill  there,  together  with 
all  the  rest  of  the  furniture :  that  is,  a  tapestry  wiA 
figures  representing  the  rape  of  the  Sabine  women. 
From  this  room  I  went  into  a  closet,  surrounded 
Whh  low  presses  filled  with  books,  over  which  ap« 
jpeared  the  portrdts  of  ftll  our  kings.  There  were 
idMy  bard  by  a  window,  from  whence  we  had  a  vie# 
a  most  d«ligh«M  ceuntry,  an  dx^ny  bnrean 
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•laiiMfilig  before  a  large  sopha,  covered  with  blad^ 
maroquid.  But  I  bestowed  my  chief  attention 
«pon  the  library,  which  was  composed  of  philoso* 
fkyj  poetry,  history,  and  a  great  number  of  ro- 
BNiBces  on  the  subject  of  knight-errantry*  I  con- 
cludedy.  that  Don  Caesar  loved  this  last  kind  of 
writing,  since  he  had  made  such  plentiAil  irovision 
of  it  I  must  confess,  to  my  shame,  that  I  was  no 
less  pleased  with  these  productions,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  extravagancies  with  which  they  are 
interwoven ;  whether  it  was  owing  to  my  bei^  at 
that  time  no  very  considerate  reader,  or  that  l^a- 
.niards  in  general  are  too  much  captivated  by  the 
aMurvellous }  I  will  say  nevertheless,  that  I  took 
more  pleasure  in  sprightly  books  than  morality; 
and  that  Lucian,  Horace,  and  Erasmus,  became  mj 
fiivourite  authors. 

^  Friend,  (said  I  to  Scipio,  when  I  had  surveyed 
pay  library,)  here  is  amusement  indeed ;  but  our 
present  business  is  to  retrench  our  house-keeping.*' 
''  I  will  spare  yon  Aat  task  (answered  he.)  During 
your  absence  i  have  studied  your  people,  and  now 
may  boast  of  knowing  them  perrecdy  well.    Let 
US  begin  with  Mr.  Joachim,  who  (I  believe)  is  a 
compbta  rdgue,  and  I  don't  doubt  that  he  was 
turned  out  of  the  archbishop's  service  for  haidng 
committed  arithmetical  blunders  in  his  accounts. 
Nevertheless,  we  must  keep  him  for  two  reasons ; 
the  first  is,  because  he  is  a  good  cook ;  and  the 
second,  because  I  shall  always  have  an  eye  over 
him :  I  will  be  a  spy  upon  his  actions,  and  he  must 
be  as  cunning  as  the  aevil  if  he  is  able  to  deceive 
me.    I  have  already  told  him  that  you  intend  to 
dismiss  three  Iburths  of  your  servants;  a  piece  of 
news  that  gave  him  some  pain :  alid  he  assured  m^ 
that  feeling  an  Inclination  to  serve  you,  he  would, 
rather  than  leave  the  house,  be  contented  with  the 
bidf  of  his  present  wages ;  a  circumstance  which 
makes  me  0un>ect  that  there  is  some  rirl  in  the 
tillage  firom  wnom  he  would  not  willinpy  remove, 
F  £  VcNu  UL  • 
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As  for  the  cook's  assbtanty  (added  be,)  he  if  a 
drabkard,  and  the  porter  an  insolent  fellow,  fiir 
whom  we  have  not  the  least  occasion,  any  more 
than  for  the  fowler ;  I  can  easily  fill  up  the  place 
of  this  last,  as  I  will  shew  you  to-morrow,  sincr 
we  have  plenty  of  fusils,  powder  and  shot.  With 
regard  to  the  lacquies,  there  is  one  of  them  firop 
*Arragou  seemingly  a  good  lad,  him  we  will  keep ; 
the  rest  are  such  rogues,  that  I  would  not  advise 
you  to  retain  them,  even  if  you  wanted  an  hut' 
dred  valets. 

Having  maturely  deliberated  on  this  a£air,  we 
resolved  to  keep  the  cook,  scullion,  Arragoniaa 
footman,  and  rid  ourselves  honourably  of  the  resL 
This  was  executed  that  very  day,  by  means  of  .some 
pistoles  which  Scipio  took  from  our  strong  box,  and 
divided  among  them  by  my  order.  When  we  had 
made  this  reformation,  we  established  a  certain 
order  in  the  house,  regulated  the  office  of  each  do- 
mestic, and  began  to  live  at  our  own  expence.  1 
would  have  been  contented  with  a  frugal  ordinary; 
but  my  secretary,  who  lov^d  ragouts  and  dainties, 
was  not  the  man  to  leave  Mir.  Joachim's  skill  un- 
employed. He  kept  him  so  well  at  work,  that  our 
dinners  and  suppers  might  have  served  a  company 
of  Bemadine  monks 
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Two  days  after  my  return  from  \  alencia  to 
Lirias,  Basil  the  labourer,  my  farmer,  came  m  the 
morning  to  ask  leave  to  present  Antonia  his  daugh- 
ter, who  (he  said)  waited  to  have  the  honour  of 
saluting  her  new  master.  I  told  him,  that  it  would 
give  me  great  pleasure ;  upon  which  he  went  ^ut, 
and  returned  soon  after  with  the  fair  Antonia.    I 
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diink  I  may  give  that  epithet  ta  a  maid  of  sixteea 
or  eighteen  years,  who,  with  the  most  regular  fea- 
tures, possessed  the  fairest  complexion  and  finest 
eyes  in  the  world.  Though  she  was  clad  in  a  stuff 
gown,  her  rich  air,  majestic  port,  and  graces  that 
do  not  always  accompany  youth,  dignified  the  sim- 
plicity of  her  dress.  She  wore  no  cap  oii  her  head^ 
her  hair  being  tied  up  behind  with  a  knot  of  flowers, 
tn  the  mannerof  the  jLacedseraonian  women.  Wheo 
she  entered  my  chamber,  I  was  as  much  struck 
with  her  beauty  as  the  knights  of  Charlemagne's 
court  with  the  charms  of  Angelica.  Instead  oi 
receiving  Antonia  with  ease,  and  saying  kind  things 
to  her ;  instead  of  congratulating  the  father  on  his 
happiness  in  having  such  a  charming  daughter,  I 
stooid  confounded,  astonished,  and  mute.  Scipio, 
who  perceived  my  disorder,  spoke  in  mV  room,  and 
was  at  the  expence  of  those  praises  which  I  owed 
to  that  lovely  creature.  As  for  her  part,  not  at  all 
dazzled  by  my  figure,  in  my  morning  gown  and  cap 
she  Saluted  me  without  any  concern,  and  made  me 
a  compliment,  which,  though  common,  enchanted 
my  anecdon.  In  the  mean  time,  while  my  secre^ 
tary,  Basil,  and  his  daughter,  were  employed  in 
mutual  civilities,  I  recollected  mvself ;  and  to  make 
amends  for  the  stupid  silence  I  had  hitherto  kept, 
passed  from  one  extreme  to  another,  launched  out 
into  gallant  discourse,  and  spoke  with  so  much 
vivacity,  that  I  alarmed  Basil,  who,  looking  upon 
roe  already  as  a  man  who  would  put  every  thing 
in  practice  to  seduce  Antonia,  went  out  of  my 
apartment  with  her  in  a  hurry,  resolved  perhaps  to 
withdraw  her  from  my  eyes  for  ever. 

Scipio,  seeing  himself  alone  with  me,  said  with  a 
smile, ''  Here  is  another  resource  iagainst  the  tedious 
hours.  I  did  not  know  that  your  farmer  had  such 
a  handsome  daughter,  having  never  before  seen  her, 
though  I  have  been  twice  at  her  father's  house :  he 
must  be  at  great  pains  to  conceal  her ;  and  I  com- 
mend Us  care.    Egad,  she's  a  delicate  morsel !  But 
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•(•dded  be,)  I  bdieve  I  need  not  sav  to  to  yon,  wko 
were  dauled  by  her  at  first  figbt.''  **  I  dont  denjr 
k,  (answered  L)  Ah  !  my  child,  I  thought  I  law  a 
celestial  substance.  She  inflamed  me  aU  of  a  sod-' 
den,  and  pierced  my  heart  4rith  an  aiToir  swift  as 
lightning." 

*'  I  am  ravished  (replied  my  secretary)  to  learn 
that  you  are  at  last  in  love.  Ton  wanted  a  mis- 
tress to  make  you  enjoy  perfect  happiness  in  year 
tolitode.  Thuik  heaven,  yon  have  bow  all  sorts  of 
conveniences.  I  know  (continued  be)  that  we  Asil 
liave  some  difficulty  in  deceiving  the  vigilance  of 
Basil ;  bat  leave  tlmt  to  me :  I  undertake  in  three 
days  to  procure  for  you  a  private  intendew  with 
Aotonia."  *'  Mr.  Scipio,  (said  I,)  perhaps  you  mighl 
not  be  able  to  keep  your  promise;  but  this  is  not 
what  I  am  'curious  to  try.  I  have  no  intentioii  lo 
tempt  the  virtue  of  that  gilrl,  who  seems  to  desenw 
fbat  I  should  entertain  other  sentiments  of  her. 
Wherefore,  far  from  exacting  of  your  teal  that  yon 
should  assist  me  in  dishonouring  her,  I  am  resolved, 
by  your  mediation,  to  espouse  her,  provided  her 
heart  is  not  engaged  to  another."    ^*  I  did  not  ex* 

Ect  (said  be)  to  see  you  take  such  a  sudden  reso- 
iion  to  marry.  Many  country  gentkmen  k  your 
place  would  not  deal  so  honourably ;  thc^y  would 
never  entertain  kgitimale  views  with  r^^ud  to 
dtuafiunia,  until  they  had  tried  others  to  ao  purpose* 
But,  however,  (added  he,)  don't  imagine  that  I 
condemn  your  love,  and  seek  to  dissuade  you  from 
your  design.  Tour  fiuner's  daughter  deserves  the 
honour  you  intend  for  her,  if  she  can  bestow  upou 
you  a  heart  unengaged,  and  sensible  of  your  geno- 
mlity.  This  I  must  inform  myself  of  to-day,  in  a 
conversation  with  the  father,  and  perhaps  with  her* 
self." 

My  confidant,  who  was  a  punctual  man  in  pto^- 
foming  his  promises,  went  privately  to  visit  Basil, 
and  in  the  evening  came  to  me  in  my  closet,  where 
I  wautsd  with  impatinice  mingled  with  lear.  Draw* 
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Img  9,.gtmi  omen  from  his. cbeerfid  look,  ^  If  I  ntfy 
betieve  f  said  I)  that  smile  on  thy  fece,  thoo  oomest 
to  npmy  Aat  I  shall  soon  enjoy  my  wish."  **  Yes, 
my  dear  master,  (he  replied,)  every  thing  is  propi*^ 
tioiis  to  yon.  I  have  had  a  conversation  with  Basil 
and  his  daughter,  to  whom  I  declared  your  inten- 
tion«  The  father  is  oveijoyed  to  hear  you  design 
to  be  his  son^n-law ;  and  I  can  assure  you,  that 
yon  are  very  much  to  Antonia's  taste."  ''  O  heaven! 
(oried  I,  in  a  transport  of  joy)  what !  am  I  so  happy 
as  to  be  agreeable  to  thatlovely  creature?"  '^Donbt- 
leH,  (he  resonied.)  She  abready  love*  yon.  I  have 
not  indeed  drawn  that  coi^ssion  from  her  moutfi ; 
but  I  am  convinced  of  her  passion,  by  the  gaiety 
she  discovered  when  she  understood  your  design. 
Neveithcless  (added  he,)  you  have  a  rival."  **  A 
rival !"  (cried  I,  changing  colour.)  **  You  need  not 
be  murh  alarmed,  (said  he  :)  that  rival  will  not  rob 
you  of  the  heart  of  your  mistress ;  he  is  no  other 
than  Blir.  Joachim,  your  cook."  "  Ah !  the  hang  dog ! 
(said  I,  bursting  into  a  fit  of  laughter)  thi9  was 
hit  reason  for  shewing  such  reluctance  ro  quit  my 
service^"  ''  The  very  same,  (answered  Scipio.)  nit 
some  days  ago  denmnded  Antonia  in  marriage,  and 
met  widi  a  polite  refusal"  '*  With  deference  to 
thy  better  advice  (I  resumed,)  methinks  it  wiU  be 
proper  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  rogue,  before  he  can 
get  notice  that  I  intend  to  marry  Basil's  daughter  j 
a  cook,  thou  knowest,  is  a  dangerous  rival."  *'  You 
are  in  the  right  (replied  my  confidant ;)  we  must 
clear  the  house  of  Um.  I  will  give  him  his  leave 
to*morrow  morning  before  he  begins  to  work,  and 
tbsn  yon  shall  have  nothing  to  fear  either  from  his 
sauces  or  his  love.  I  am  forry,  however^  to  lose 
sudi  ah  excelleot  cook;  but  I  sacrifice  my  palate  to 
your  safety."  '^  Thou  needest  not  regret  him  so 
much,  (said  I ;)  the  loss  b  not  irreparable :  I  will 
send  to  Valencia  fi>r  a  cook  as  good  as  he."  And' 
indeed  I  wrote  immediately  to  Don  Alpbonso^  that 
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I  had  oecanon  for  a  cook ;  and  the  very  acit  dmy 
he  teot  ooe  who  consoled  Scipio  at  ooce. 

Although  the  lealous  tecretary  had  told  me  that 
he  perceived  Antonia  was  pleased  in  her  heart  with 
the  conquest  which  she  had  jnade  of  her  master,  I 
durst  not  depend  upon  hb  report,  being  apprehen- 
sive that  be  might  have  been  deceived  by  false 
appearances*  To  be  more  sure  of  the  matter,  I 
resolved  to  speak  in  person  to  the  fiiir  Antonia  ; 
and  repairing  to  BasiPs  bouse,  confirmed  what  my 
ambassador  had  told  him.  That  honest  peasant,  a 
nan  of  frankness  and  simplicity,  having  heard  my 
desire,  assured  me  that  he  wouM  bestow  hui 
daughter  upon  me  with  the  ntmoet  satisfaction; 
**  but  (added  he)  don't  think  that  it  is  on  account 
of  your  being  lord  of  the  manor.  Were  you  still 
no  more  than  the  steward  of  Don  Cesar  and  Don 
Alpbonao,  I  would  prefer  you  to  all  the  other  suit* 
ors  who  present  themselves.  I  have  alwajrs  had  a 
regard  for  you ;  and  what  gives  me  the  most  con- 
cern is,  that  .Antonia  cannot  bring  you  a  large 
fortune."  **  I  ask  nothing  with  her,  ^said  1 1)^ 
person  is  all  the  wealth  to  which  I  aspire.''  **  Your 
most  humble  servant !  (cried  he :)  that  is  not  my 
intention :  I  am  not  such  a  beggar  as  to  marry  my 
daughter  in  that  manner.  Basil  de  Buenotrigo  is 
in  a  condition,  thank  God,  to  give  her  a  dowry  ; 
and  for  every  dinner  you  bestow  upon  her,  she 
shall  afford  a  supper  to  yon.  In  a  word,  the  rent 
of  vour  estate,  which  is  but  five  hundred  ducats, 
shall  amount  to  a  thousand  by  virtue  of  this  mar- 
riage." 

'*  Ton  shall  do  in  that  as  you  please,  my  dear 
Basil,  (I  replied ;)  we  shall  have  no  disputes  about 
interest;  and  now  that  we  are  agreed,  the  sole  bu- 
siness IS  to  obtain  the  consent  of  your  daughter." 
*'  Ton  have  mine,  (said  he,)  and  that  is  enough." 
**  Not  altogether  (anawered  I ;)  if  yours  is  neces- 
sary, bet's  is  so  too."    ^^  Bier's  depends  iqpon  me, 
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fiRftid  he :)  I  would  fain  se?  her  refuse !"  **  Antonia, 
(I  resumed,)  submissive  to  paternal  authority,  is 
ready,  without  doubt,  to  obey  you  implicitly  ;  but  1 
don't  know  if  she  can  do  it  upon  this  occasion  with^ 
out  reluctance :  and  if  she  can't,  I  should  never  hp 
consoled  for  havibg  made  her  unhappy ;  in  shorti 
It  is  not  enough  for  me  to  obtain  her  hand  of  yon, 
unless  her  heart  goes  to  the  bargain."  **  By'r  lady! 
(said  Basil)  I  don't  understand  all  this  philosophy- 
speak  yourself  to  Antonia,  and  you  shall  see,  if  I 
am  not  mistaken,  that  she  desires  no  better  than 
to  be  your  wife."  So  saying,  he  called  his  daughter} 
and  left  me  alone  with  her  for  a  minute  or  two. 

That  I  might  enjoy  the  precious  opportunity,  I 
came  to  the  point  at  once.  "  Fair  Antonia  (said  I,) 
determine  my  fate.  Although  I  have  your  father's 
coBsent,'  don't  think  that  I  intend  to  avail  mysel. 
of  kf  in  doing  violence  to  your  inclination.  Charm- 
ing as  it  is,  I  renounce  the  possession  of  you,  u 
you  say  that  I  must  owe  it  to  your  obedience  only." 
^  That  is  what  I  will  not  say  (answered  she :)  your 
addresses  are  too  agreeable  to  give  me  pain ;  and, 
mstead  of  murmuring,  I  approve  of  my  father's 
choice.  I  don't  know  (continued  she)  whether  I 
do  well  or  ill  in  talking  thus ;  but  if  you  was  dis^ 
agreeable  to  me,  I  should  be  frank  enough  to  own 
it ;  why  then  may  I  not  say  the  contrary  with  the 
same  freedom  P" 

At  these  words,  which  I  could  not  hear  without 
being  charmed,  I  kneeled  before  Antonia,  and,  in 
the  excess  of  my  joy,  seizing  one  of  her  fair  hands, 
kissed  it  with  the  utmost  tenderness  and  passion. 
^  My  dear  Antonia,  (said  I,)  I  am  enchanted  with 
yoiir  frankness ;  continue  the  same  unconstrained 
behaviour;  and  as  you  speak  to  your  husband,  dis- 
ckae  your  whole  soul  to  his  view.  May  I  then 
flatter  myself  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  see  your 
fortune  joined  to  mine?"  Basil  coming  in  at  that 
msCant,  hmdered  me  from  proceeding.  Impatient 
to  know  his  daughter's  answer,  and  ready  to  grum- 
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U^badslieiliewiitkeleBilavefBionfiMrBMb  '*W4I^ 
(md  he,)  are  you  satisfied  with  Antonimf^  *'  I  aai 
|o  well  satbfied  with  ber  (asswertd  I,)  that  I  will 
ibis  very  moaieiit  ga  and  make  preparations  Ibr  my 
Biamage."  So  sayingi  I  took  ny  leave  of  the  & 
iier  aiid  daoghter,  to  go  and  coosalt  with  my  se 
cratary  on  llmt  sal^t. 


CHAPTER  DL 


Altbovoh  I  was  under  no  neoessi^  of  oh 
taining  the  permissioo  of  the  nobleiyen  of  Leyva^ 
Scipio  and  I  conckided,  that  we  ooaU  not  ia  hflh 
nour  omit  imparling  lo  them  my  design,  of  mart]!*, 
iag  Basil's  daoghter,  and  of  asking  ih^  consent^ 
out  of  good  manners. 

I  set  ont  immediateiy  foe  ValenciHt  wJiere  they- 
were  as  much  surprised  to  see  me,  as  to  hear  tho. 
cause  of  my  journey.  Don  Cs^ar  and  his  son  hav- 
ing  seen  Antonia  nsore  than  ooce^  congratulated 
oie  on  my  cboi^.  Don  Csesar,  especially,  compli- 
mented me  upon  it  with  snch  vivacity,  that  if  I  bad 
not  believed  him  to  be  a  man  quite  weaned  from 
certain  amusements,  I  should  have  suspected  tbn^ 
be  had  gone  sometimes  to  Larias,  to  see  his  iarmer's 
daughter,  rather  than  to  visit  bis  own  house.  Se- 
rapbina,  after  having  assured  me  tbat  she  would, 
always  bear  a  large  part  in  what  should  concern 
me,  said  she  had  heard  a  very  good,  cbfuracter  o^ 
Antonia :  "  But  padded  she  with  a  satirical  lo^ 
as  if  she  reproached  me  for  the  indifference  with 
which  I  repaid  Sepbora's  passion,)  if  I  IukI  not 
heard  ber  beauty  extolled,  I  sboald  depend  opon 
your  taste,  the  delicacy  of  which  I  know." 

Don  Csesar  and  bis  son  not  only  approv^  of  my 
ttiBrriag^i  but  declared  that  they  would  defray  the 


ADVEKTORSS  OF  OIL  BLA8.  NT 

wkole  expence  of  it.  *<  Gro  back  to  lirka,  (f*^ 
they,)  and  make  yourself  easy  antil  you  hear  from 
tts.  Make  no  preparation  for  your  nuptials,  hut 
leay^  that  to  our  care."  In  compliance  with  th«r 
desire,  I  returned  to  my  house,  and  making  Basil 
and  his  daughter  acquainted  with  the  intention  of 
our  patrons,  we  wailed  their  oi:der  as  patiendy  as 
we  could.  During  eight  days,  however,  we  received 
none :  but  to  make  amends,  on  the  ninth,  a  coach 
and  four  arrived  full  of  mantua-makers,  and  rich 
stuffs  for  the  bride's  cfethes,  and  escorted  by  se-« 
veral  men  in  livery,  moanted  on  mules.  One  ol 
them  brought  a  letter  for  me,  from  Don  Alpboaso, 
importing  that  he  would  be  at  Lirias  next  day,  with 
hit  father  and  spouse;  and  that  the  ceremony  of  my 
marriage  should  be  celebrated  on  the  day  fellow* 
inS)  hy  the  grand  vicar  of  Valencia.  Accordingly, 
Don  Csesar,  his  son,  and  Serapkiaa,  did  not  fail  to 
come  with  that  clergyman,  all  four  together  in  a 
coach  and  six,  preceded  by  another  drawn  by  four, 
in  which  were  Serapbina's  women,  and  attended 
by  the  governor's  guards. 

My  lady  governess  was  scarce  arrived,  when  she> 
expressed  the  utmost  impatience  to  see  Antonia,' 
who,,  on  her  part,  no  sooner  understood  that  Sera- 
phtna  was  alighted,  than  she  ran  to  salute  her,  and 
kissed  her  hand  with  sueh  a  good  grace,  that  all 
the  company  admired  her  politeness.  '^  Well,  ma* 
dam  (said  Don  Csesar  to  his  daughter-in-law,)  what 
do  you  think  of  Antonia  f  Could  Santillane  have 
made  a  better  choice  }^*  ^*  No,  indeed  ^replied  Se*« 
raphina,)  they  are  worthy  of  each  ouer,  and  I 
don't  doubt  that  their  union  will  i>e  perfectly 
happy."  In  short;  every  one  praised  the  bride ; . 
and  if  she  .was  much  applauded  in  her  country 
garb,  every  body  was  charmed  with  her  when  she' 
appeared  in  a  richer  dress.  Her  air  was  so  noble, 
and  her  deportment  so  easy,  that  one  weold  have 
thought  she  had  never  wore  any  other. 

The  moment  being  arrived  in  which  propitious 
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HvtteD  WBt  to  joio  my  fate  to  ben,  Don  AlphooM^ 
tMLiDg  me  by  the  hand,  led  roe  to  the  altar,  wbiie 
Serapbina  did  the  same  honoar  to  the  bride.  In 
this  order  we  repaired  to  the  village  chapel,  where 
the  vicar  attended  to  marry  ns ;  and  that  ceremony 
was  peiC>rmed  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  in« 
habilanti  of  Lirias,  and  all  the  rich  farmers  in  the 
neighbonrhood,  whom  Basil  had  invited  to  Anto- 
nia's  wedding,  with  their  danghters  dressed  in 
libboni  and  flowers^  holding  tabors  in  their  hands. 
We  then  retamed  to  my  house,  where,  by  the  care 
of  Scipio,  who  was  contriver  of  the  feast,  we  found 
three  tables  covered,  one  for  the  noblemen,  another 
lor  their  attendants,  and  the  third,  which  was  the 
largest,  for  the  rest  of  the  guests.  Antonia  sat  at 
the  first,  by  desire  of  the  lady  governess ;  I  did  the 
honours  of  the  second,  and  Basil  took  care  of  the 
third.  As  for  Scipio,  he  did  not  sit,  but  went  from 
one  table  to  another,  employing  himself  in  serving 
and  satisfying  every  individual 

As  the  entertainment  was  prepared  by  the  go- 
vernor's cooks,  it  could  not  fail  of  being  complete 
in  all  its  parts.  The  good  wines,  of  which  Ifr. 
Joachim  bad  made  ample  provision,  were  drank 
with  profusion;  the  guests  began  to  wax  warm, 
and  mirth  and  jollity  reigned,  when  we  were,  all 
of  a  sudden,  interrupted  by  an  incident  that  alarm- 
ed me.  My  secretary  being  in  the  ball,  where  I 
sat  at  table  with  the  principal  officers  of  Don  Al- 
pbonso,  and  Seraphina's  won^n,  fell  down  upon  the 
floor,  without  sense  or  motion.  I  ran  to  his  assist- 
ance, and  while  I  was  busied  in  bringing  him  to 
himself  again,i  one  of  the  women  fainted  away.  All 
the  company  concluded  that  there  must  be  some 
mystery  in  this  double  swooning,  as  it  actually 
concealed  one,  which  in  a  litde  time  was  explained  ; 
for,  soon  after,  Scipio  recovered  his  spirits,  and 
said  to  me,  softly,  *'  Why  should  the  happiest  o( 
vour  da^s  be  the  most  disagreeable  of  mine.^  It 
IS  impossible  for  one  to  shun  his  destiny  (added  he:) 
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I  have  found  my  wife  in  the  person  of  one  of  Sera« 
pbina's  maids." 

*'  What  do  I  bear !  (cried  I)  that  is  not  possible ' 
What !  art  thoo  the  husband  of  the  lady  who  was 
taken  ill  at  the  same  time  with  thee  f '*  "  Tes,  Sir 
(he  replied,)  I  am  her  husband;  and  fortune,  I 
swear,  could  not  play  me  a  more  villanous  trick 
than  that  of  bringing  her  to  my  view.^  ''  I  don't 
know,  my  friend,  (said  I,)  what  reason  thou  hast 
to  complab  of  thy  wife ;  but,  whatever  cause  she 
may  have  given  thee,  pray  constrain  thyself ;  if 
thou  Invest  me,  do  not  disturb  this  entertainment 
by  riiewing  thy  resentment."  "  Tou  shall  be  satis- 
fied with  my  behaviour  (replied  Scipio,)  and  see 
whether  or  not  I  can  dissemble." 

So  saying,  he  went  up  to  his  wife,  who,  by  the 
assistance  of  her  companions,  was  also  recovered, 
and  embracing  her  widi  the  appearance  of  as  much 
passicm  as  if  he  had  been  ravished  to  see  her  again  : 
**  Ah !  my  dear  Beatrice  (said  he,)  heaven  unites 
us  again,  after  ten  years  of  separation ;  O  happy 
moment  for  me !"  '^  I  don't  know  (answered  his 
wife,^  whether  or  not  you  really  feel  any  joy  in 
meeting  me  here ;  but  this  I  am  certain  o^  I  gave 
you  no  just  cause  to  leave  me.  What !  you  found 
meone  night  with  Signior  Don  Ferdinand  deLeyva, 
who  was  in  love  with  my  mistress  Julia,  and  whose 
passion  I  assisted ;  and  you  took  it  in  your  head 
that  I  listened  to  him,  at  the  expence  of  your  and 
my  honour  :^  thereupon  jealousy  turned  your  brain; 
you  quitted  ToledO|  and  fled  from  me  as  from  a 
monster,  without  deigning  to  come  to  an  explana* 
don !  Which  of  us  two,  ifyou  please,  has  the  roost 
reason  to  complain  .'^"  ^'  x  ou,  to  be  sure,"  (replied 
ScifMo.)  '<  Yes,  doubtless  (said  she.)  Don  Ferdinand, 
soon  after  your  departure  from  Toledo,  married 
Julia,  with  whom  I  staid  as  long  as  she  lived; 
and  since  we  were  robbed  of -her,  by  an  untimely 
death,  I  have  been  in  the  service  of  my  lady  her 
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mmr,  wVo,  as  w«ll  as  her  women,  can  answer  fer 
the  purity  of  my  morals.** 

lly  secretary,  at  this  discofirse,  the  fklsity  of 
which  he  could  not  prove,  behaved  as  became  him. 
**  Once  more  (said  he  to  his  wife)  I  own  my  fault, 
and  ask  pardon  before  this  honourable  assembly.** 
Thetl  I,  interceding  for  him,  begged  that  Beatrice 
woirid  forget  what  was  past;  assaring  her,  that,  for 
the  fatore,  her  hnsband*a  sole  study  sbonld  ht  to 
give  her  satisfaction.  She  yielded  to  my  intreaty, 
and  the  whole  company  applawted  their  re^union : 
for  the  better  celebration  of^  which,  they  were  made 
to  sit  by  one  another.  Their  heahh  was  toasted: 
every  body  complimented  them,  and  the  feast  seem- 
ed to  have  been  made  rather  on  account  of  their 
reconciliation  than  of  my  nuptials. 

The  third  table  was  the  first  forsaken.  The  young 
peasants  got  up  to  dance  with  the  country  maids, 
who,  by  the  noise  of  their  tabors,  soon  brought  th6 
coaspaoy  from  the  other  rooms,  and  inspired  them 
wilh  the  desire  of  following  their  ex^ampk.  Every 
body  was  now  in  motion :  the  governor's  officers 
began  to  dance  with  the  attendants  of  my  lady 
ffovemess;  the  noblemen  themselves  mingled  in  the 
diversion.  Don  Alphonso  danced  a  saraband  with 
Seraphina.  Don  Caesar  performed  with  Antonia, 
who  came  afterwards  and  took  me  out,  acquitting 
herself  pretty  well,  considering  that  she  had  only 
received  a  few  lessons  in  the  house  of  a  relation, 
who  was  the  wife  of  a  citizen  of  Albarazin.  As 
for  me,  who  had  learned  in  the  house  of  the  Mfeuv 
cbioaess  of  Chaves,  the  assembly  looked  upon  me' 
as  a  great  diaincer.  With  regard  to  Beatrice  and- 
Sdpio,  they  preferred  a  private  conversation  to* 
dancing,  and  gave  each  other  an  account  of  what* 
had  happened  to  them  since  their  parting :  but  tftey 
wereinterrupted  by  Seraphina,  wIm>,  beitig  informed' 
of  their  meeting,  sent  for  them  to  express  her  Joy 
al  th^r  reconciliation.    '*  My  children,  (said  she,) 
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M(  this  day  of  Eejoicing,  it  is  ao  additioa  to  my 
aatiffaction  to  see  you  restored  to  each  other* 
Friead  Scipio,  I  give  you  back  your  spouse,  and 
protest  to  you,  that  her  condoqt  has  always  bessi 
irreproachc^le:  you  may  live  here  happily  together; 
and  yoo,  BeatricCi  attach  yourself  to  Autonta,  and 
be  as  much  devoted  to  her  as  your  husband  is  to 
SigniiMr  de  Santillane/'  S^ipio,  after  this,  could 
not  help  looking  upon  his  wi&  as  another  Penelope, 
and  promised  to  treat  her  with  all  imaginable  a^ 
fection. 

The  young  peaaants  and  their  partners,  having 
danced  all  day,  retired  to  their  own  houses;  bK 
the  fesdval  was  condnned  at  the  castle,  where  a 
magnificent  sopper  was  prepared ;  and  when  it  wai 
time  to  go  to-  rest,  the  grand  vicar  blessed  the  nup- 
tial bed ;  Seraphina  undressed  the  bride,  and  toe 
nobiemen  of  Ley  va  did  me  the  same  honour.  What 
was  merry  etaough,  the  officers  of  Don  Alphonso, 
i|nd  tke  ladies  of  the  governess,  took  it  in  their 
heads  to  perform  the  same  ceremony  to  Beatrice 
and  Scipio,  who,  to  make  the  scene  more  comical, 
*^^  gf^^y  allowed  themsdves  f^  be  stripped  and 
put  to  bed. 


^s 
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On  the  very  next  dav  after  my  marriaffe,  the 
lords  of  Leyva  returned  to  Valencia,  after  naviog 
given  me  a  thousand  new  marks  of  friendship ;  s« 
that  my  secretary  and  I  remained  in  die  house^ 
with  our  wives  and  servants  only. 
.  The  care  which  both  of  us  took  to  please  the 
ladies  was  not  ineffpctual:  in  a  litde  tioie  I  in* 
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tpiied  my  wife  with  at  miich  love  for  me  ai  I  bid 
(or  her;  and  Scipio  made  bis  spouse  forget  the 
sorrows  which  he  had  made  her  sufier.  Beatrice, 
who  had  a  pliant^. obliging  temper,  easily  insinitated 
herself  into  the  favoar,  and  gained  the  confidesee 
of  her  mistress.  In  short,  we  agreed,  all  four,  to 
admiration,  and  began  to  enjoy  a  sitaalion  worthy 
of  envy.  All  our  days  glided  away  in  the  most 
•agreeable  amusements.  Antonia  was  natorally  grave, 
bat  Beatrice  and  I  were  very  gay ;  and  had  we  been 
otherwise,  Scipio's  presence  was  enough  to  keep  off 
melancholy.  He  was  an  incomparable  fellow  for 
society ;  one  of  those  comical  cfeatures,  whose  ap- 
pearance alone  can  make  a  company  merry. 

One  day  that  we  took  a  whim,  after  dinoei^  to 
go  and  take  a  siesta  in  the  most  agreeable  place  of 
the  wood,  my  secretary  was  in  such  good  humour, 
iiat  he  banished  all  desire  of  sleeptng  by  his  merry 
discourse.  *^  Hold  thy  tongue,  friend,  (said  I,)  or, 
V  thou  art  resolved  to  keep  us  from  taUng  oar  nq», 
entertain  us  with  some  story  worthy  of  our  atten- 
tion." 

**  With  all  my  heart.  Sir,  (answered  he :)  shall  1 
recount  the  history  of  King  Pelagiusf"*  ^'  I  would 
rather  hear  thy  own  (I  replied ;)  but  that  is  a  plea- 
sure thou  hast  not  thought  proper  to  give  me  since 
we  lived  together,  nor  ever  will,  I  suppose."  ^  And 
what  is  the  reaison  ?  (said  he.)  If  I  have  not  re- 
counted my  own  history,  it  was  because  you  never 
expressed  the  least  desire  to  hear  it:  it  is  not, 
therefore,  my  fault  that  you  are  ignorant  of  my 

,  *  Pela^us,  the  first  King  of  Leon,  reigned  in  the  MniStk 
century ;  and  he  liTed  some  time  in  subjeetion  to  the  Sara- 
cens in  Spain ;  but  resolving  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  such 
barbarous  tyranny,  he  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  Chiisp> 
tiaas  who  had  fled  for  refuge  to  the  Asturian  mouDtain^; 
and  being  declared  king,  took  arms  andnst  the  liMtk, 
whom  bavinc  yanquished,  in  a  bloodjr  oattle,  he  laid  the 
foundation  of  tiie  kingdom  of  Leon,  in  which  he  rsigoed 
twenty  years. 
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mdv^pttgres ;  and  if  yoq  lare  in  the  least  curious  lo 
kn6iinh&m,  I  am  ready  to  satisfy  your  curiosity.'' 
*Ahtooia,  Beatrice 'anin,  took  him  at  his  word,  and 
disposed  oiurselvesu^.  order  to  bear  bis  narration^ 
which  could  nof  nl»s  of  having  a  good  effect,  either 
in  diverfing  or  lulling  us  asleep.        t 

Had  it  depehi^d  upon  me,  (said  Scipio,)  I  should 

.  faliye  beea  (he  ^  of  some  grajidee,  or  knight  of 

'^JIHiMfar  dj^wt'y  but  as  one  does  not  choose  his 

J0!l^n  fAtber^^you   must    know   that  mine  was  aa 

*'  honest  soldier,  of  the  holy  brotherhood,  Torribio 

Scipio  by  name.    While  he  was  travelling  to  and 

fro  an  the  highway,  where  his  profession  di)liged 

hiip  almost  always  to  be,  he  met  by  accident,  009 

da^  bftween  Cuenca  and  Toledo,  a  young  gipsyi 

whom  hlf  thought  very  handsome.    She  was  alone, 

oti  |0(pt,  %iid  carried  her  whole  fortune  in  a  kind 

of  kndDf  t^k  on  her  back :  '*  Which  way  do  you  go^ 

m/deaBy|A'  said  he  to  her,  softening  his  voice,'whicb 

4       was  naturally  rough.  '*  Signior  Cavalier,  (answered 

V.  *i^  '^c,)  I  am  going  to  Toledo,  where  I  hope  to  gain 

r.   '    an  honest  livelihood  in  some  shape  or  other."  *^TbaA 

.  ,  y\     IS  a  laudable  intention,  (he- resumed,)  and  I  don't 

ill  •     ik>ubt  that  you  have  more  strings  than  one  to  yomr 

bcfw."    ''  Yes,  thank  God  (said  she,)  I  have  mom 

talents 'tbiyi  one;  I  can  compose  pomatums  and 

essences  fof.  the  ladies ;  I  tell  fortunes }  turn,  the 

sieve  to  find  things  that  are  lost ;  and  show  all  that 

people  wafit*to  see  in  a  glass  or  mirror." 

Torribio*  concluding  that  such  a  girl  woiild  bt 
a  very  advantageous  match  for  him,  who  could 
scarce  live  by  his  employment,  though  he  was  very 
dexterous  at  it,  offered  to  marry  her :  she  accepted 
the  proposal,  and  they  repaired  with  all  diligence 
to  Toledo,  where  they  were  wedded ;  and  you  see 
in  one  the  worthy  firuit  of  these  noble  nuptials. 
TAey  setded  in  the  suburbs,  where  my  mother  be- 
gan to^sell  pomatums  and  essences ;  but  that  trade 
not  answering,  she  became  a  fortune-teller.  It  was 
then  that  she  saw  the  crowns  and  pistoles  shower 
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fipoo  btr ;  a  thousand  dhpei,  of  both  9fM4Mttk 
faifcd  the  reputatjon  jEtfC^ucolioa/  whiAt  fRUShe 
gipsy's  iraaie.  Somebody  ^^  ev^ry  day  to  ri% 
abe  woold  employ  hap  minisagLfor  lun^iBoinetinies 
a  needy  nephew,  mio  want^nCp^LhAj^wben  bb 
uncle,  whose  sole  heir  l|e  was,  v^pald  set  out  for 
the  other  world ;  and  sometioies  MgirL  wishing  to 
know  if  a  certain  cavalier,  lo  who*  ^  '         '  "^ 

the  iavour,  on  promise  of  duutii 
word.  ^  ...^ 

Please  to  observe  that  my  mother's  predictions  ^ 
were  always  favoitrable  to  those  who  solipted 
Ibem  :  if  they  proved  true,  good  and  well  ^  bat 
when  diey  came  back  to  reproach  her,  becanse^e 


contrary  of  what  she  bad  prophesied  canMjjio  jgiss, 
she  answered  coldly,  that  they  mast  attri|p^  Jt*|;o 
Ibe  d«roon,  who,  notwithstanding  the  Afce  gAtbe 
eonjurations  diat  she  employed  to  mako^RfK^retfeal 
what  would  happen,  was  sometimes  so  ml||cio%ra| 
lo  deed ve  her.  *^    }u^ 

When  my  mother,  .for  ihe  honour  of  her  pt^^a^^' 
finsion,  thought  she  must  make  the  devil  appea^^ '^^ 
in  her  operations,  Torribio  Scipio  always  acted  tfai^t  ^'t'«% 
part,  which  he  perfi>rmed  perfecdy  well ;  the  rourib  ^ 
■asa  of  his  voice,  and  ugliness  or.^s  &ce,  givRig 
Urn  aa  appearance  suitable  to  the  efaar(j|to^f .  whiek 
ha  mpresenied.    Those   that  were  il^^the  •vteaai 
tiau>rou8  were  always  tertjfied  by  my   ftiheHa 
figure.    But  one  day,  unfortunately,  tftre  came  a 
fanital  fi^ow  of  a  captain  to  ^see  the  (fevil,  whom 
be  ran  through  the  body.  The  lioly  office,  ialbriD* 
•d  of  the  deii^'s  death,  seat  its  officers  to  die  Jionst 
of  CoscoUna,  whom  they  seised  with  all  her  effiscts; 
and  I,  who  was  then  but  seven  years  old,  was  put 
bto  the  hospital  of  Los  Ninos^*    There  were  in 
that  house  charitable  clergymen,  who,  beily|^^4Ul 
paid  for  the  edocadon  of  poor  orphstns,  wtnUrKe 
itouble  of  teaching  thMi  to  read  and  writer  "Thqr 

*  Los  Nhio%  oiyhsni»  or  rslher  hoys. 
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ADVENTURES  OF  GIL  BLAS.  I4i 

looked  upon  me  as  a  promisuig  childi  and  on  iJblKl 

accouot  distinguislied  me  from  the  rest,  by  choosii^; 

:«!$  .10  mn  on  tbw  efrrands.    They  sent  me.  i^ito 

.'the  aity  with  letperfe  and  inessHges.;  and  I  made  die 

nesponses  at  mass.    By  way  of  arecompen^ei  tbey 

titidenook  to  teiich  me:U)e  Lajtiit  toogue ;  but  tbey 

.l>ehaved.  so   rud/eJy^:  and  treated,  me  with  ^suoh 

irigbnr,  notwiths^andiMg  tb^i  sms^il  services  I  did 

iheWi  that,  b^ing  no  iohgev  able  to  bea^  it,  I  T^n 

iaway  one  morxiing  eartyj  vl^R  t  w^'sent  Qut^qn 

!fi^^ Errand ;  and  fair  ffOm .ret|^r]Hog;to  tbe  bofpital, 

quitted  T<)ledo- by.  the  suburb^.' that  lie  w  the 

( Sieyille  side  of  tbe  city^  .  Thpuglji  I  >vas  scarce  yet 

:  nine  years  old,  I  felt  a  sensible  .pleasure  fn  being 

:^e^  and  mastei^  of  py  oi^n  actions.    I  ivas  without 

moneys  a^d  without  fqqd ;  but  n'hat  did^at  signify.^ 

.t;had.'XH>  lesson^  to'  stv^yi  WT  tbem^  to;  compose. 

After, haying  wadked.  sibQiit.two  bvars,.  my  Httle 

.kgs  b^giH^- to;,  refuse  tbeir  ;service':  •!  had  never 

.  before  aiade  sucb  a  Jong  journey ;  jand.  I  fonod 

•  , myself  oblig^  lo  halt,.  an(i  ^ive  tbem  some  rest.  I 
;iat  d<JwD'undei!  a  tree,.,by 'tbe'stde  of  the  road; 
'  and  tfaer^  for  ttky,  atpufiemed^  t6b&  ipy  Rodiments 

•  out  of  my'  p<>ck/et,  and  read  it  in  spQtff, ;   then 
KmeiBbering  tbQ.fi(tripes  aod hoggings  whiob  it  had 

ijalade  mn  receive^  J,  tor^  ofit  the  I^ves,  ^ying  Jin 

v^i^lXrratb  i^^Ahi  dpg  of  a/1;>op)^  (thou  sJisdt  never 

i^jstke  me  shed  .tears  :S^Vn^.'f  -.While  I  thus  glutted 

my  r^veiigei  strewing  the  groupd  about  me  with 

:  .declensions  and  cQnjugationsj  a-  hermit  pasised  by, 

.  widi  a  white  beadPd,  large  spectacles,  and  a  venef- 

able  air*  -He  caqtie  up-to.nw,  i^nd  we  examined 

,iwcb  other  witb  gtieat  eag(?rne$s,.   "  My  little  gen- 

-Meman,.  (said  be,  smiling,)  we  seem  to.  look^at  one 

.aoother  with  great  att^ndoo  :  I  believe  ivwou^d 

:A0l/he  a.bad  scheme  for  us  to  live  togetber^ip  my 

bermilage,  which  is  not  two  bundred  y^rfis  (rom 

lience." — *'  I  |im.  y^iMir  bumble  secvant !  (answered 

I^  hastily:)  I  have  iiq  ambition  to  be  a  feermitf'' 

Tbe  good  Q)d  man  lau^b^  At  tins  reply  i  :aod 
a  Vol.  fil.  10 
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embracing  me,  said,  ^*  Don't  be  fnghtened  at  my 
dress,  my  son ;  though  it  is  not  agreeable,  it  is  use- 
ful ;  it  makes  me  lord  of  a  charming  retreat,  and  of 
the  neighbouring  villages ;  the  inhabitants  of  which 
love,  or  rather  tdolize  me.  Come  along  with  me 
(added  he,)  and  I  w*ill  give  you  a  jacket  like  this 
that  I  wear.  If  you  choose  it,  you  shall  share  with 
me  tlie  sweets  of  my  retired  life ;  and  if  you  don't 
like  it  upon  trial,  you  shall  not  only  be  at  liberty  to 
kave  me,  but  yon  may  be  also  assured  that  I  will 
not  fail  to  give  you  a  gratification  at  parting."  I 
suffered  myself  to  be  persuaded,  and  followed  the 
old  hermit,  who  asked  roe  several  questions;  to 
which  1  .answered  with  an  ingenuousness  which  I 
have  hot  always  preserved  in  the  sequel.  When 
we  came  to  the  hermitage,  he  presented  to  me  some 
fruit,  whii^h'^I  .devoured,  having  eaten  nothing  the 
whole  day  -bik^a^  morsel  of  dry  bread,  on  which  I 
had  breakf&st^'in  the  morning  at  the  hospital 
The  anchoiite,'  seejng  me  make  such  good  use  of 


and  I  did  not  mp^'ijfiee  Iffthfr  to  let  thee  starve." 
This  was  indeed  v^ry.  true)  for  in  less  than  an 
hour  after  our  arrivsii' bcfJighted'a  fire,  spitted  a  leg 
of  mutton;  and  while  I  tJrn/Bd.'t^  spit,  covered  a 
small  table  with  a  very  dirty  napkin,  upon  which  he 
laid  two  plates,  one  for  himself,  and  another  for 

.  me.  When  the  mutton  was<.ready,  he  took  it  €>& 
the  spit,  and  cut  some  slices  for  our  supper,  which 
was  not  a  dry  meal ;  for  we  drank  excellent  wine, 
>f  which  also  he  had  good  store.  "  Well,  my 
thicken,  (said  he,  when  we  had  done  eatingi)  art 
diou  satisfied  with  my  ordinary  ?  This  is  the  man- 
ner in  which  thou  wilt  be  treated  every  day,  if 
thou  l|yest  with  me.    Besides,  thou  shalt  do  what 

^  iiou  pteasest  in  this  hermitage.  All  that  I  exact 
of  thee  is,  to  accompany  me  when  I  go  a  begging 
through  the  neighbouring  villages,  and  lead  an  asa 
wifh  two  panniers,  which  the  charitable  peasanci 


ADVENTURES  OF  OIL  BLAS.  liT 

umalW  fill  with  e^s,  bread,  flesh,  and  fiih.  This 
is  all  I  require  of  thee." — "  I  will  do  every  thing 
jrou  desire,  (I  repliedj  provided  you  doa't  oblige 
me  to  learn  Latin."  Brother  Clirysostom  (liiat  wu 
the  old  hermit's  name)  could  uot  help  laughing  at 
my  simplicity ;  and  assured  me  anew,  that  be  did 
not  intend  to  force  my  inclination. 

We  went  a  beg^og  the  very  next  day  with  the 
OBs,  which  I  led  by  the  halter,  and  reaped  a  plenti- 
ial  harvest,  every  peasant  being  glad  of  an  oO^mh- 
tunity  to  put  Boraething  in  our  panoiers :  ooe  jprew 
in  a  whole  loaff  another,  a  large  piei^  of  baAn  {  a 
third,  a  partridge;  in  short,  we  brought/I 
victuals  enough  for  eight  days;  a  circuimi 
that  denotes  the  great  friendship  and  ^^ym  tfaaft 
the  conotry  people  bad  for  the  hermit.  yV  is  true 
be  was  of  great  use  to  them,  in  gClltttthem  his 
advice  when  ihey  came  tu  consul  UJyfifc*  re-estar 
blishing  peace  in  familJi-s,  ^^'hAMRjHcd  reigned, 
in  marrying  their  daughier^^HnWHniag  them 
with  remedies  for  a  thousaiMlBHaGM  and 

in  teaching  prayers  pi^'Ug^^B^K"  women,  who 
wished  to  have  child ''^fc^^fcr  ^ 

By  what  I  have  aafflPtlrt»iythat  I  was  well  fed 
in  my  hermitage.  JKIv&jb^;*i;T|  accommodated  in 
point  of  sleeping^nnKli'd  upon  good  firesh  straw, 
with  a  coebion  otcoaxse  cloth  under  my  bead,  and 
a  covering  of  the  same  stuffover  my  body,  I  made 
but  ooe  nap,  which  lasted  all  night  long.  Brollur 
Chrysoslom,  who  bad  promised  to  give  me  a 
hennit'i  garb,  made  one  for  me  front  an  old  robe 
that  he  used  to  wear,  and  called  me  little  Brother 
Scipio.  As  soon  as  I  appeared  in  the  villages,  in 
that  regular  habit,  I  was  thought  so  handsome,  that 
the  asi  was  better  loaded  than  formerly,:  the 
business  was,  who  should  give  most  to  the  little 
brother,  with  whose  iigure  they  were  so  well 
pleased.  ^n 

The  easy  idle  life  which  I  led  with  the  old 
hermit  could  not  be  disagreeable  to  a  boy  of  my 
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•ge  :  accordingly,  I  Dked  it  fo  well,  that  I  shoiti 
Inve  continoed  there  still,  if  the  Fates  had  not 
tpan  for  me  days  of  a  very  different  kind :  but  the 
destiny  which  I  was  bound  to  fulfil  soon  detached 
Be  from  idleness,  aud  made  me  quit  Brotlier  Chry- 
■ottom,  as  yon  shall  bear.  I  frequetitly  perceived 
the  old  man  at  work  upon  the  cushion  thai  served 
http  for  a  pilloir  ;  he  did  nothing  but  sew  and  un- 
•ew  ii ;  and  I  observed  one  day  that  he  put  money 
inUt  it.  This  remark  was  attended  by  a  curio»ty 
which  I  proposed  to  gratify  the  very  first  joarney 
he  slipuld  Uke  to  Toledo,  whither  he  was  wont  to 
go  once  a  week.  1  waited  impatiently  for  the  day, 
witho)^,  having  as  yet  any  other  design  than  ol 
■Btisfyinc!  w\  luno^Jiy.  At  length  the  old  roan 
Wt  ou^'  Alid'i  ripped  up  his  pillow,  where  I  found 
smong  tl^v'niil  with  vrhirh  it  was  filled,  the  value 
•f  about  dft^ipwiis  in  ditlVrctit  sorts  of  coin. 

ThtstrQanL^^II  probabiliiy,  was  the  gratitude 
of  the  ccmhlSiSo^^  whom  the  hermit  had  cured 
by  his  reiiif^^t^^n^f  the  women  who  had  been 
blMsed  with  chfla!H^tjA4irittd  of  bis  prayers.  Be 
this  as  it  will,MThi^b^Ub|aiv  that  it  was  money, 


which  I  could  fl'ra^QlErEqgr'i'J  myself  with  i 
(moity,  than  my  .^^^'v^ifen^^rition  prevailed.  I 
was  seliiil  uli/i  ,,  ,1,  ;,,  iipvS^Ing  it,  which  can 
be  attributed  to  nothing  but  the  force  of  that  blood 
wkndi  circulated  in  my  veins.  I  yielded  to  tbe 
temptation  without  resistance,  secured  the  Tootiey 
in  a  kind  of  bag  where  we  kept  our  combs  atM 
night-caps ;  then  quitdng  roy  hermit's  habit,  and 
tesaming  titat  of  tbe  orphan,  I  ran  away  from  the 
Hermitage,  believing  that  I  carried  off  in  my  bag 
tbe  whole  riches  of  the  Indies. 

You  have  heard  roy  begianiDg,  (continued  Scipio;) 
aad  1  don't  doubt  that  you  expect  a  train  of  fact! 
of  the  same  nntore :  your  expectation  will  not  bfe 
deceived ;  I  have  many  other  such  exploits  to  rft. 
.  .onnt,  before  1  come  to  my  laudable  actions :  but  I 
#111  come  to  them  at  last ;  and  yon  will  see,  by  my 
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aarratioDy  that  a  rogue  may  very  well  turn  an 
honest  man. 

Child  as  I  was,  I  was  not  fool  enough  to  retorn 
Co  Toledo }  that  would  have  been  exposing  me  to 
the  chance  of  meeting  Brother  Chrysostom,  wha 
would  have  made  me  restore  ray  treasure  in  a  very 
disagreeable  manner:  I  followed  another  road, 
which  conducted  me  to  the  village  of  Galves,  where 
I  stopt  at  an  Inn,  the  landlady  of  which  was  a 
widow  of  forty,  who  had  all  the  qualities  requisite 
£[>r  tunning  the  penny.  This  woman  no  soonar 
cast  her  eyes  ypon  me,  than  judging  by  my  dre$s 
that  I  was  a  fugitive  from  the  orphan-hospital,  she 
asked  who  I  was,  and  whither  I  went*  I  answered, 
that, having  lost  both  father  and  mother,  I  wanted 
io  gp  to  service.  .  *'  Child,  (said  she,)  canst  tbo« 
read  ?"  I  assured  her,  that  I  both  read  and  wrote  H 
admiration.  Indeed,  I  could  form  my  letters,  and 
|oin  them  in  such  a  manner  as  somewhat  resembled 
writing  and  that  is  enough  for  the  occasions  of  a 
village  taverq,  '^  I  take  thee  into  my  service,  (saJd 
the  landlady;)  tliou  wilt  not  be  altogether,  uselelb, 
but  shalt  keep  an  account  of  all  my  debts,  active 
and  passive.  I  will  g^ve  thee  no  wages^  (addod 
•she,)  because  the  good  company  that  cOfne  here 
never  forget  the  servants;  so  that  thou  mayeat 
depend  upon  receiving  good  perquisites." 

I  accepted  the  proposal,  reserving  to  myself,  as 
you  may  well  believe,  the  right  of  changing  the  air, 
as  soon  as  my  stay  at  Calves  should  become  disr 
agreeable.:  Wihen  I  found  myself  engaged  in  tbe 
service  of  this  inn,  I  became  very  uneasy  in  my 
pnind:  I  di<f  not  desire  to  be  thought  a  moneyed 
jman;  and  was  vei:y  apxious  to  know  where  I  should 
conceal  my  hoard,  so  as  that  it  should  be  secute 
from  every  stranger's  hand*  I  did  not  as  yet 
.know  the  bouse  well  enough,  to  trust  to  thoM 
places  which  seemed  most  proper  to  secure  it 
With  what  perplexities  are  riches  attended  (  I 
determined,  however,  to  put  my  bag  in  a  comer  of 
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oar  coni-loft,  where  there  was  straw ;  and  belie?iiig 
it  more  safe  there  than  in  any  other  place,  made 
iDyseir  as  easy  as  possible.  There  were  three 
servants  in  this  house,  a  (at  hostler,  a  yoang  maid 
of  Galicia,  and  myself;  each  of  us  drew  as  mach  as 
we  could  from  the  travellers  that  halted,  whether 
they  came  on  horseback  or  a-foot.  I  commonly 
caught  some  halfpence  of  these  gentlemen,  when  I 
brought  in  the  bill ;  they  gave  something  also  to 
the  hostler,  for  taking  care  of  their  beasts :  but  as 
for  the  Galician,  who  was  the  idol  of  all  the  car- 
riers that  passed,  she  got  as  many  prowns  as  we  did 
farthings.  Every  penny  that  I  received  I  carried 
to  increase  my  treasure  in  the  corn-I(^t ;  and  the 
more  I  saw  my  wealth  increase,  the  more  did  I  feel 
ny  little  heart  attached  to  it :  I  sometimes  kissed 
the  specie,  and  contemplated  the  different  pieces 
with  a  degree  of  rapture  which  none  but  misers 
€an  conceive. 

This  affection  for  my  treasure  obliged  me  to  go 
ond  visit  it  thirty  times,  a  day :  I  frequently  met 
the  landlady  upon  the  stairs ;  and  she  being  natu- 
rally distrustful,  was  cunous,  one  day,  to  know  what 
it  was  that  could  bring  me  every  moment  to  tiie 
eom-loft.  Thither  therefore  she  went,  and  searched 
%very  comer,  imagining  that  I,  perhaps,  conceaTpd 
in  that  place  some  things  which  I  had  stole  in  she 
liouse.  She  did  not  forget  to  remove  the  stiaw 
that  covered  my  bag,  which  having  found,  slie 
opened  it;  and  seeing  crowns  and  pistoles  appear, 
believed,  or  pretended  to  believe,  that  I  had  stole 
Chem  from  her.  She  seited  the  si^m  total  ac- 
cordingly :  then,  calling  me  little  wretch,  and  little 
rascal,  ordered  the  hostler,  who  was  entirely 
devoted  to  her  will,  to  give  me  fifty  good  Iashe% 
-which  when  I  had  received,  she  turned  me  out  of 
doors,  saying,  that  she  would  suffer  no  knave  to 
live  in  her  house.  In  vain  did  I  protest  that  I  had 
^not  robbed  the  landlady :  she  maintained  the  con« 
•trary;  and  of  course  her  word  was  believed  rather 
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Iban  mine*    Tbns,  Brother  Chrysostom'ft  ii\onejr 
passed  from  one  thief  to  another. 

I  lamented  the  loss  of  my  money,  as  a  man 
mourns  the  death  of  an  only  child  :  and  though  ray 
learf  did  not  retrieve  what  I  had  lost,  at  least  they 
excited  the  compassion  of  some  people  who  savir 
them  shed;  and  among  others,  of  the  curate  of 
Galves,  who  was  passing  by  chance.  He  seemed 
imoved  at  my  melancholy  condition,  and  carried  rae^ 
along  with  him  to  the  parsonage  ;  where,  in  order 
to  gain  my  confidence,  or  rather  pump  me,  be 
began  by  pitying  my  situation.  '^  How  much.^aid 
be)  does  this  poor  child  deserve  compassion !  It  is 
Dot  surprising,  ii^  abandoned  to  himself  in  such  a 
lender  age;,  he  has  committal  a  bad  action.  Most 
men  find  it  difficult  to  live  honest  dirough  th^ 
whole  course  of  their  lives.''  Then,  addressing  him? 
self  to  me,  "  My  son,  (added  he,)  from  what  part  of 
Spain  do  you  come,  and  who  are  your  parents  f 
xou  seem  to  be  of  some  good  family.  Tell  me  in- 
genuously, and  be  assured  that  I  ^l  not  abandoq 
you," 

The  curate,  by  this  politic  and  charitable  dis- 
course, engd%ed  me  insensibly  to  discover  all  my 
afiairs  with  great  sincerity.  I  made  a  general  cour 
fessioo.  After  which,  he  said,  "  Friend,  though  it 
does  not  become  hermits  to  hoard  up  money,  that 
does  not  lessen  ypur  crime;  in  robbing  Brother 
Cbi^ysostom,  you  have  -transgressed  that  article  of 
the  Decalogue  which  forbids  theft :  but  I'll  oblige 
the  landladv  to  restore  the  money,  which  I  will 
send  to  the  hermit ;  so  that  ybur  conscience  may  be 
easy  on  that  score."  But  this,  I  swear,  was  the 
least  of  my  uneasiness.  The  curate,  who  bad  a 
design  of  his  own,  did  not -stop  there:  *'  My  child, 
(said  he,)  I  interest  myself  in  your  behalf,  and  will 
procure  a  good  place  for  you.  I  will  to-morrow 
send  you  by  a  carrier  to  my  nephew,  who  is  a 
canon  of  the  cathedral  of  Toledo ;'  he  will  not 
refuse,  at  my  request,  to  receive  you  into  the  num- 
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W  tift  his  lacqoies,  who  live  plentifully,  Kke  so 
many  incambents,  on  the  revenue  of  his  prebend ; 
you  will  be  perfectly  well  situated,  I  can  assiire 
you." 

I  was  so  much  consoled  by  this  assurance,  that  I 
no  longer  thought  of  the  bag,  nor  the  stripes  which 
I  had  received,  my  mind  being  wholly  possessed 
with  the  pleasure  of  living  like  an  incumbent. 
Next  day,  while  I  was  at  breakfast,  a  carrier  came* 
to  the  parsonage,  according  to  the  curate's  orders, 
with  two  mules  bridled  and  saddled.  I  was  helped 
up  on  the  one,  the  carrier  mounted  the  other,  and 
we  set  out  for  Toledo.  Mv  fellow-traveller  was  A 
fellow  of  humour,  who  liked  nothing  better  than 
to  make  himself  merry  at  another's  expence.  "  My 
little  junior,  Tsaid  he,)  you  have  a  ^od  friend  in 
the  curate  or  Galves ;  heii^  could  not  give  you  a 
better  proof  of  his  affection  than  that  of  recom- 
mending you  to  the  service'  of 'liis  riephew  the 
canon,  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  kiiow,  and  who 
ts,  without  ccftftr^diction,  the  pearl  of  the  whole 
chapter.  He*  is  none  of  those  devbtiEM  whose  pate 
and  meagre  faces  preach  up  movtific^^tfr  He  has 
a  capacious  countenance^,  a  .rosy '  oSiwjplexion,  A 
merry  I#Ok,  is  a  jovial  soul,  who  enjoys  the  present 
hour,  and  in  particular  loves  goof^heer.  Y6n  will 
live  in  bis  house  like  a  little  prince. 

The  rogue  of  a  carrier,  perceiving  tnat  I  fistened 
with  great  satj$facfion,  continued  to  extol  the  hap- 
piness I  should  enjoy,  in  the  canon's  service;  and 
did  not  leive  pff  spea|({ng  until  we  arrived  at  the 
village  of  OWsa,  where  we  stopc  a  Ifttlc  to  bait  out 
mules.  The  carrier,  wbile  he  walked  about  in  the 
Inn,  let  fall  by  ahcident^  ocrtof  his  pockety  a  paper 
which  I  was  cunning  enoufrh  rto  pick  up,  without 
being  observed,  apd- whichi  fodnd  means  to  read 
while  he  was  in  the  stable.  '  It  was  a  letter  directed 
to  the  priests  of  the  orphan-hospital,  and  conceived 
in  these  terms  '  '' 
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V  GettdetMD,  I  thtMght  I  was  bound  !n  cfnirity 
to  send  baek  to  yoa  a  little  kssve,  wbo  is  li 
runaway  flrom  your  hospital;  He  docs  not  wtta 
to  Want  capaeity,  but  Ataervet  to  be  cHrefutty 
inew«d  Dp  I  and  1  hope  that,  by  proper  oorrectioB, 
he  will  in  time  do  well.  That- God  may  preserve 
your  pleui  and  charitafate  worthtps,  is  the  prayer  of 
"  The  Ourate  of  Gslfes."    ■ 

When  I  had  read  dril  letter,  which  infomed  md 
tit  the  curate's  ^ood  intentione,  I  did  not  Idng 
hesitate.  To  leave  the  Inn,  and  gain  the  bmlci  ^ 
the  Ta^tK,  which  wbs  more  than  A  league  ftmii 
(hence,  Wk»  the  work  of  a  molnent.  Fear  lent  on 
w4rlg«  to  flyfroRi  the  prieWj^the  oTpfaan'^ioaplMl, 
to  whom  I  wo\ilif  by  i><U^flfi^  retuin,  so  much  was 
if  teftcliing  the 
s  gaily  as  if  I 
'd.  True,  it  is  a  city  of 
reduced  to 


age,  and 

where  he  posse sse^j^^iy 
He  was  by  professloW^  fgfi 
gether  in  this  manni 
much  tobacco  for  liim 
brushed  his  do  the  a, 
shave  him,   and  dress! 


Iiirty  years  of 

in  a  house 

ipHrtTuent, 

i  lived  to-   ■ 

ruing  1  cut  as 

six  pipes,' 

It  for  the  barber  to 

hiskers.     After  which 


he  went  out,   and  roafle  a  toar  among  the  tennis 
courts,  from  whence  he  relomed  about  eleven  or 
O  s  Vok  III. 
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tmdwt  o'clock  at  niglit.  Bat  each  n 
be  v«t  out,  be  gave  roc  (brae  rials  for  my  day'* 
expeoce,  leaving  me  at  libertj  to  do  what  I  pleaMd 
nuil  ten  o'clock  at  nigbt ;  he  wita  very  well  tati^ 
ficd  with  me,  provided  be  found  ane  at  hone  wfaes 
be  retwned :  he  ordered  a  doublet  and  boae  «t 
Uvery  to  he  made  for  me,  ao  that  I  looked  like  a 
page  of  a  lad^of  tbe  towD.  I  was  very  well  uti>- 
ned  with  my  place,  aad  certainly  1  could  not  have 
tbund  ooe  moie  agreeable  to  my  hamour. 

I  had  led  thii  happy  life  akM»t  a  whole  moolb, 
when  my  matter  aiked  if  I  wai  pleased  with  bis 
behaviour.  ]  answered,  that  I  could  not  be  more 
■o.  "  Well  then,  (be  resumed,)  we  shall  set  oat 
tiMUorrow  fi>r  SeviU^%bitber  my  afiairt  call  m/t. 
Tboa  wilt  not  be  so^Hpbfee  that  oautal  of  Ao- 


n4^i|byeei 


"  He  that  hath  n4 
fiaid)  the  proverb)  •■ '  ^ 

liyiB  tqaveller,  I  weed."*    — •■ 

^Rai«''  ii  ■'  •*    I 

I  assure*!!^!^'^!]!-!^'^^  ffn4>Y(#f<4)P"'  him 
whithersoever  n&ll^lfiiH'^*. ,  T)i»»ert,iia>,  the 
Seville  carrier  «me  to  bii  iiiff*i^^uV*^fl*laiw 
coffer  thfl}3dllM^  ^  ''""  ]^«^Ml^f|;ud^O  the 
!M.fct;Aiii.l«^i..^  ■"'■■'  ^ 
.fclVfh  Jy  9^\l•kl"^  play,  (hat  he 
wlteA  'li.>  dioA^-.ltHlose.  Tbii 
^i}'>Ji1m  j^e^hange  his  place  of 
Sn,0i^^wfHt^e  resentment  of 
(f^JXi^^^  our  present 
friTetF^sCrae,  vft  took  .odgings 

.jM^yt^f^^  master  found  a  dif: 
ference  hetweenHy||eV^-wt>e>*  1°  the  tenius- 
courts  of  Seville,  ||Kta.wuifgameEters  who  played 
as  successfully  as  hSf  fMV^  he  came  home  some- 
times very  much  out  of  Mmour.  One  morning, 
being  chagrined  at  the  loK^bf  one  bundred.pisiolei 
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which  he  ventured  die  preceding  day,  he  i^Aed 
why  I  had  not  carried  the  dirty  linen  to  a  womaa 
whom  be  employed  to  waih  and  perfume  it  I 
answered,  that  I  had  forgot.  Upon  which,  falling 
into  a  passion,  he  gave  me  half  a  doien  boizes  on 
the  face,  so  mdely,  that  he  made  me  see  more 
candles  than  ev^  burnt  in  Solomon's  temple* 
^  There,  little  wretch,  (said  he,)  there  is  sometUog 
to  make  yoU  mind  your  business.  Must  I  be 
always  at  your  tail,  to  tell  you  what  you  have  to 
dof  Why  are  yon  not  as  ready  to  work  as  to  eatf 
Are  yon  such  a  beast,  as  to  be  incapable  of  aotici* 
pathig  my  orders  and  occasions  ?"  So  saying,  he 
went  out  of  his  apartment,  leaving  me  very  much  ' 
mortified  at  the  blows  I  had  received  for  such  a 
slight  fault.  I  don't  know  what  adventure  hap* 
pened  to  him  soon  ^h^  in  the  tennis-court,  but 
one  evening  hexajne!home  very  much  heated,  and 
faid,  ^^  Sdpio,  I  am  resolved  to  go  to  Italy,  and 
must  embark  the  day  after  to-morrow,  in  a  ship 
bound  for  Genoa.  I  have  my  own  reasons  for 
making  that  voyage ;  wilt  thou  not  accompany  m^ 
and  lay  bold  of  such  a  Aitr  occasion  to  see  the  roost 
delightful  country  in  the  world  f "  I  said  I  wouM, 
bnt  at  the.  same  time  proposed  lo  disappear  just 
when  he  intended  to  embark.  I  thought  I  would 
revenge  mjrself  of  him  in  this  manner,  and  was 
very  well  pleased  with  the  scheme,  which  I  could 
not  help  imparting  to  a  professed  bravo,  whom  I 
met  in  die  street  :^olr,  since  my  arrival  at  Seville,  I 
had  contracted  somte  bad  acquaintances,  9md  this  in 
particular.  I  told  him  in  what  manner,  and  for 
what  I  had  been  buflfeted ;  then  communicated  my 
design  (rf  leaving  Don  Abel  when  he  should  be  just 
ready  to  g^  on  board,  and  asked  his  opuoiion  of  my 
rttolttdon. 

The  bravo  frowned  while  he  listened  ta  me,  and 
twirled  the  cinrls  of  bis  mnstaehio ;  <hen,  blaming 
my  teasier  wkh  an  air  of  gravity,  *^  Littk  gentle* 
man,  (said  he,)  you  are  dislK>noHred  for  ever,  if  yoa 
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ivBlrkt  yourself  to  diat  frivolom  revenge  whidi 
¥«Hi  huve  hatched.  It  it  not  enough  to  let  Doo 
Xbel  depart  by  himself;  that  would  not  be  poniab* 
meM  svAeient*  Hie  chaBrisement  must  be  pre* 
portioned  to  the  injury.  Let  u»  therefore  cany 
off  his  goods  and  moAey,  which  we  will  share  like 
brothers  after  he  is  gone."  Although  I  was  nata* 
faliy  inclhied  to  thienng,  I  was  frigiitened  at  the 

Coposal  of  such  imi  important  robbery.  Neverthe* 
(8,  the  arch  rogne  who  imade  it  did  not  fail  to 
persuade  nie  to  it ;  and  you  shall  hear  the  aucceai 
of  our  enterprite.  The  bravo,  who  was  a  big  stroag 
ftllo#,  came  to  our  lodgiog*  next  day  in  the  twi* 
K^hiy  wfaeti  I  showed  him  the  coffer  in  which  my 
fnaister  had  already  secured  his  effects,  and  asked 
if  he  could  carry  such  a  weight.  *'  Such  a  wei^tl 
(said  he,)  know,  that  when  th^  business  is  to  carry 
off  the  goods  of  another,  I  caif  lift  Noah's  ark."  So 
Mying,  be  flung  the  coffer  on  his  shoulders  with 
ease,  amt  went  down  stairs  with  it  upon  dp^oes. 
1  followed  him  with  some  caution,*  and  we  wei^ 
juBt  going  out  at  the  street-door,  whea  Uou  Abel| 
brought  thither  so  seasonably  by  his  good  geniaii 
appeared  all  of  a  sudden. 

'*  Where  art  thou  going  with  the  coffer?"  (said 
tie.)  I  was  so  confounded,  that  I  stood  silent  f  and 
the  bravo  seeing  the  affair  misgive,  threw  down  hit 
load,  atid  betook  himself  to  flight,  in  order  to  avoid 
Explanations.  ^*  Where  art  thou  going  with  llie 
Coffer  f "  (said  my  master  for  the  second  time.)  *^  Sir, 
(answered  I,  more  dead  than  aKve,)  i  am  gbing  td 
carry  it  ob  board  the  ship  in  which  you  .are  to  em** 
ba rk  to-morrow  <br  Italy.''  <*  Ha !  (he  rejplkd,)  dM 
thOu  know  in  what  ship  I  intended  to  sail  ?"  '^  Nd| 
Sir,  (sirid  I,)  but  I  have  a  tongue  in  my  head,  and 
I  should  have  enquir^ed  at  the  harbour,  wberesonor 
b^dy  Would  hav«  certainly^told  mm?*  At  this :  my 
tinswer,  wiiich  he  suspected,  he  darited  smth  a  fiiii* 
ous  look  at  me,  that  I  wsla  afraid  of  a  tecond  beat^ 
Ing".     <*  Who  ordered  you  (cried  he)  io  faring  m> 


ADVENTOIffiS  or  GIL  BtAS.  W 

toftr  out  of  the  hoase  f "  '*  Yoa  yourself-  (said  I.) 
0on't  you  rt;aieinber  bow  yoa  upbraided  me  some 
days  ago  f  Did  not  you  say  while  you  beat  mcf,' 
that  yoa  expected  I  would  prevent  your  orders, 
and  do  what  was  proper  for  your  service  of  my 
own  accord  f  Now,  it  was  in  consequence  of  this 
direction,  that  I  employed  one  to  carry  your  cofiei' 
to  the  ship."  The  gamester  observing  that  I  was 
mo«e  robchievous  than  he  imagined,  dismissed  me 
immediately/  saying,  with  an  air  of  indifference, 
'^  Go,  Mr.  Scipio,  and  heaven  be  your  guide.  I 
dan't  choose  to  play  widi  people  who  have  some- 
times a  card  too  many,  sometimes  one  too  few. 
Get  out  of  my  sight,  fadded  he,  in  another  tone,)' 
lest  I  make  you  sin^  without  your  gamut."  I  saved 
him  the  trouble  of  repeating  his  demand,  and  got 
off  in  a  twinkling,  being  woundily  afraid  that  he 
would  strip  me  of  my  clothes,  which  however  he 
•uokily  spared.  I  walked'  along  the  street,  consi- 
dering where  I  could  lie,  with  my  two  rials,  which 
cbnstttuted  my  whole  stock.  I  arrived  at  the  gate' 
ri  the  archbishop's  palace ;  and  as  his  grace's  sup^ 
per  was  then  dressing,'  ati  agreeable  savour  issued' 
from  the  kitchen,  aad  diffiised  itself  a  whole  league 
afODttd.  '^  Zooks !  (said  I  «o  myself,)  I  should  like' 
to  di^tch  One  of  those  ragouts  which  salute  my 
Qoae.  I  should  even  be  contented  with  an  oppor- 
tonity  of  dipping  my  four  fiogeiis  and  thumb  in  it 
What !  can't  I  fall  upon  some  method  of  ta'sting 
these,'  daiades  that  smell  so  agreeably !  the  thing' 
does  not  se^ra  so  impossible."  I  w.betted  ray  iina* 
gkiation  aooordingiy,  and,  by  dint  of  musing,  natch-' 
ed'  a  tricky  winch  I  immediately  put  in  practiee. 
aad  irtiieh  succeeded  to  my  wish.  I  entered 
the  court  of  the  palace,  and  running  towards  the 
kilchen,  cried  as  loud  as  I  could,  lielp !  help  !  as 
if  I  had  been  pursued-  by  some  assassin. 

At  my  repeated  cries,  Mr.  Diego,  the  archbishopf*s 
cook,  with  two  or  ttfree  scullions,  came  running  oof 
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to  know  die  cauae;  and  seeing  nobody  but  me,  asked 
why  I  made  such  a  noise.  ^  Ah  I  Sir,  fsaid  I,  pre- 
tending to  be  frightened  almost  out  or  my  wits,) 
{»r  the  love  of  St  Polycarp,  pray  save  me  from  the 
fiiry  of  a  bravo  that  wants  to  kill  me." 

"  Where  is  this  bravo  ?  (cried  Diego ;)  yoo  ate 

quite  alone,  without  so  much  as  a  cat  at  your  heels. 

jio,  my  child,  lay  aside  your  fiear.   It  was  probably 

omebody  who  wanted  to  terrify  yon  for  his  diver* 

ion,  and  who  did  well  not  to  follow  you  into  this 

lalace ;  for,  if  he  had,  we  should  have  cot  off  his 

^ars."     "  No,  no,  (said  I  to  the  cook ;)  he  did  not 

pursue  me  for  his  diversion.    He  is  a  big  ill-looking 

fellow,  who  intends  to  strip  me,  and  waits  hard  by 

in  the  street  to  catch  me  as  I  go  out"    **  He  shall 

wait  a  long  time  then,  (he  replied,)  for  yon  shall 

stay  here  till  to-morrow,  and  want  for  neither  sop* 

per  nor  bed." 

I  was  transported  with  joy,  when  I  heard  the 
words ;  and  it  was  a  ravishing  sight  to  me,  when, 
oeing  conducted  into  the  iutchen  by  Mr.  Diego,  I 
beheld  the  preparadons  for  his  grace's  supper.  I 
reckoned  fifteen  persons  at  work,  but  I  could  not 
number  the  dishes  that  I  saw,  so  careful  had  Pro- 
vidence been  in  behalf  of  the  archbishop.  It  was 
then,  that  feasting  upon  the  steams  o(  the  ragouts 
wUcb  I  had  only  sm^lled  a&r  off  before,  I  becaoM 
aequainted  with  sensuality.  I  had  the  honour  to 
sup  and  sleep  with  the  scullions,  whose  friendship 
I  gained  to  that  degree,  that  next  day,  when  1  went 
to  thank  Mr.  Diego  for  the  asylum  he  had  so  ge- 
nerously afforded,  he  said,  "  Our  kitchen  lads  tell 
me,  they  would  be  glad  to  have  you  for  a  comrade, 
they  like  your  humour  so  well :  would  you  choose 
to  be  their  companion  f"  I  answered,  **  That  if  I 
enjoyed  that  piece  of  good  fortune,  I  should  think 
mvself  perfectly  huppy."  "  If  that  be  the  case,  my 
firiend  (said  he,)  look  upon  yourself  firom  this  moment 
as  an  officer  oi  the  pabce."  So  saying,  be  went  and 
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presented  me  to  the  inajor*domo,  who,  on  accoant 
of  my  sprightly  look,  judged  me  worthy  to  be  re*' 
ceived  among  the  turn-spits. 

I  was  no  sooner  in  possession  of  such  an  honour- 
able employment,  than  Mr.  Diego,  according  to 
the  custon  of  cooks  in  great  families,  who  privately 
send  victuals  to  their  mistresses,  chose  me  to  carry 
to  a  certain  lady  in  the  neighbourhood  sometimes 
loms  of  vchI,  and  sometimes  fowl  or  venison.  This 
good  lady  was  a  widow  scarce  turned  of  thirty, 
ver}'  handsome,  very  smart,  and  to  all  appearance 
not  over  faithful  to  her  cook,  who  not  only  furnish- 
ed her  with  victuals,  bread,  sugar,  and  oil,  but  also 
provided  her  good  wine,  all  at  the  expence  of  the 
archbishop.   * 

I  was  eflectnally  improved  in  the  palace  of  hb 
grace,  where  I  played  a  very  pleasant  prank,  whic|i 
is  still  spoken  of  at  Seville.  The  pages  and  some 
other  domestics,  in  order  to  celebrate  their  mas- 
ter's birth-day,  took  it  in  their  heads  to  represent 
atomedy.  They  chose  that  of  the  Benavides  ;*  and 
as  they  had  occasion  for  a  boy  of  my  age,  to  play  the 
part  of  the  young  King  ofheon,  they  cast  their  eyes 
upon  me.  The  major-domo,  who  piqued  himself 
upon  bis  talent  of  declamation,  undertook  to  in« 
stmet  me ;  and  after  he  had  given  me  a  few  lessons, 
assured  them,  that  I  should  not  be  the  worst  actor 
in  the  play.  As  our  master  was  at  the  expence  of 
the  entertainment,  no  cost  was  spared  to  render  it 
magnificent  A  theatre  was  built  in  the  largest 
ball  of  the  palace,  and  decorated  with  great  tastei 
There  was  a  bed  of  turf  made  in  the  back  scene, 
on  which  I  was  to  appear  asleep,  and  the  Moors 
fall  upon  me  to  make  me  prisoner.  When  the 
actors  were  perfect  in  their  parts,  the  archbishop 
fixed  the  day  for  the  representation,  and  did  not 

*  BenaTides,  the  simame  of  a  noble  family  in  Spab,  des*> 
eended  from  Alonso  the  Ninth,  King  of  Castile. 
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fiiil  iA  invite  die  most  considerable  AoUemea  and 
ladies  of  the  city  to  come  and  see  it.  The  day 
being  come,  each  actor  was  busied  with  bis  dress* 
As  for  mine,  it  was  brought  to  me  by  a  taylor^  ac- 
^^ompanied  by  our. major-domo ;  who,  having  been 
at  the  trouble  of  teaching  me  my  part,  was  also 
pleased  to  superintend  my  dress.  The  tailor  clothed 
aae  with  a  rich  velvet  robe,  trimmed  with  g^ld  lace 
apd  buttons,  with  hanging  sleeves  adorned  with 
fringe  of  the  same  metal ;  and  the  major-domo  him- 
seir placed  upon  my  head  a  crown  of  papejc,  pow- 
der^ witli^  a  quantity  of  fine  pearls,  intermiie4 
with  ialse  stones.  Besides,  they  girded  me  witb  % 
sash  of  pink-coloured  silk  wrought  withsilkflowers: 
and  every  thing  they  said  to  me  seemed  to  lena 
me  wings  to  run  away  with  the  plunder.  At  length 
the  play  begai^  about  twilight.  I  opened  the  scene 
by  pronouncing  some  verses,  importing,  that  being 
unable  to  keep  myself  awake,  I  was  going  to  abm* 
4on  myself  to  sluinber ;  9X  the  same  time  1  witb^ 
4rew,  ar\d  lay  dpwn  on  the  bed  of  turf  which  b^d 
been  prepared  for  me ;  bat  instead  of  falling  asleep^ 
I  bega9  to  consider .  how  Ixould  get  into  the  street^ 
fmd  esca|)e  with  qsy  royal  robes^  A  little  private 
stair  that  led  oown  under  the  theaire  in  the  ball» 
f^medj  proper  for  the  exe^^utipn  of  my  desigp^.  I 
^cordii^gly  gpt  up  nimbly,  an4  seeing  that  nobody 
tool^  notice  of  me,  slipt  diown  that  stair.which  con- 
ducted me  into  the  hall,  the  door  of  which  I  ^oe4* 
crying,  <^  Room,  room !  I  am  going  to  change  my 
dress.  Every  one  made  wajy  for  me,  so  that  in  less 
U^m  tw^  minutes  I  got  o\it  of  the  palace  witb  im^ 
puoity,  and  by  favour  of  the  night  nep^iK^  to  Ibe 
IkOQse  of  a  br^vo  of  my  acq^aiutaape.. 

He  was  pnrfeody  astonished  to  see  me  in  that 
glirb;  and  when  I  impa^^  the  affair,  l^i^  ]aiugbe4 
until  he  was  ready  to  burst ;  then  embracing  me 
with  so  much  the  m^te  joy,  as  he  flattered  himself 
with  the  hope  of  sharing  the  spoils  of  the  King  of 
Leon,  he  congratulated  me  on  having  performed 
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taeti  k  AM'  itroke,  and  Md  me,  that  it  1  w^nft  oH 
at  that  rate,  ray  genius  would  one  day  make  a  great 
noise  in  the  world.  After  we  bad  sufficiently  itiade 
ourselves  merry,  "  What  shall  we  do  with  this  rich 
dress?"  (said  I  to  the  bravo :)  who  answered,  "  Giyfe 
yourself  no  trouble  on  that  score.  I  know  an  hb^ 
nest  broker,  who,  without  expressing  the  least  cu^ 
riosity,  buys  every  thing  tbkt  is  brought  him,  prd^ 
vided  he  likes  the  bar)^n ;  to-morrow  morning  I 
will  go  and  bring  him  hither."  In  effect,  the  bravo 
Went  out  next  day  early,  leaving  me  a-bed  in  his 
room,  and  in  two  hours  returned  with  the  broker, 
who  carried  a  yellow  bag  under  his  arm.  '*  Friend, 
(said  he  to  me,)  this  is  Signior  Ybagne^  de  Sego*- 
via,  who,  in  spite  of  the  bad  example  shown  by  his 
brethren  of  the  trade,  deals  with  the  most  scrupui- 
lotts  integrity.  He  will  tell  yoii  to  a  farthing  the 
value  of  this  dress  that  you  want  to  part  wrtU^ 
and  yon  may  depend  upon  his  estin^atfon."  "  Yes, 
certainly,  (said  the  broker.)  I  must  be  a  wretch 
indeed,  if  I  priced  a  thing  under  the  true  value!. 
That  ts  a  crime  with  which  I  was  never  taxed, 
Vhank  God,  and  no  man  shall  ever  lay  it  to  th^ 
charge' of  Tbagifiei  de  Segovia.  Let  us  see' the 
goods  you  want  to  sell,  aoid  I  will  conscientiously 
tell  you  what  they  are  worth."  •*  Here  they  are, 
(said  tfie  bravo,  showing  them;)  and  you  must 
atfew,  that  nothing  can  be  more  magnificent :  ob- 
serve the  beauty  of  that  Genoa  velvet,  and  the 
richness  of  the  trimming."  ^  I  am  quite  charmed 
with  it!  (repHed  the  broker,  after  he  had  viewed  it 
attentively  ;\  nothing  can  be  finer."  "  And  what 
•to  you  think  of  the  pearls  of  this  crown  .^"  (resume4 
my  friend.)  "  If  they  were  more  round,  (said 
¥Mgtiet,)  they  would  be  inestimable :  however, 
such  as  they  are,  I  think  them  very  pretty,  and 
like  them  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  dress.  I  sin- 
'tert\y  own  it,  (continued  he,)  another  rogue  of  a 
ItrtAer  in  my  frface  would  fM*etend  to  despise  the 

neithandiie,  that  he  might  have  it  cheap,  and 

Vol.  IIL  11 


IGI  APVCiVrURKS  or  OIL  Bhk$. 

movM  odt  'be  afhanied  of  ojfienng  tweiM^  pisf^lei 
for  it ;  bat  I,  ivlu>  have  same  conscience^  will  give 
forty." 

If  Ybagnez  had  said  a  buodred,  he  would  not 
then  have  been  a  just  appraiter ;  since  the  pearl$^ 
alone,  were  well  worth  two  hundred  crowns.  The 
hravoi  who  had  a  fellow-feeling  with  hiniy  said  to 
joe,  **  Ynu  see  how  fortunale  you  are  in  falliHg 
into  the  hands  of  an  honest  man.  Sigaior  Ybagnez 
prixes  every  thing,  as  if  be  was  upon  his  death-bed." 
^  That  is  true,  ^said  tbf  broker,)  and  therefore  I 
never  rise  or  fall  a  farthing  in  ray  price.  Well, 
(added  he)  is  it  a  bargain  ?  shall  1  count  out  the 
money  to  you  ?"  "  Stay,  (replied  the  bravo,)  my 
friend  must  first  try  on  this  suit  of  clothes,  )%hicli 
I  desired  you  to  bring  for  him.  I  am  mistaken  if 
they  won't  fit  him  exactly."  Then  the  broker,  un^^ 
tying  bis  bundle,  showed  me  a  doublet  and  hose^ 
of  a  very  good  dark-coloured  cloth,  with  silver 
buttons  j  tlie  whole  seemingly  half-^wom.  I  got  up 
to  try  this  dress,  which,  though  both  too  long  and 
too  wide,  appeared  to  these  gentlemen  to  have 
been  made  on  purpose  for  me.  Ybagnec  ral^  it 
at  ten  pistoles ;  and  as  he  never  abated  one  fafr 
thing  of  what  he  asked,  we  were  obliged  to  coipply 
with  his  valuation.  So  he  took  thirty  pistoles  ou4 
of  bis  purse,  and  spread  them  upon  the  table;  qfter 
which,  he  made  another  bundle  of  my  crown  end 
royal  robes,  which  he  carried  ofi*  accordiag\y. 

When  lie  was  gone,  the  bravo  said,  /I  am  very 
well  satisfied  with  this  broker."  And  good  cei^soe 
he  bad  to  be  so :  for,  I  am  sure,  he  gave  bim  one 
^jindred  pistoles,  at  least,  by  way  of  gratification 
But  he  was  not  contented  with  tbtt  sum :  he  Xookp 
without  ceremony,  the  half  of  the  money,  that  li^ 
t>n  the  table,  leaving  the  other  half  to  me,  and 
saying,  "  My  dear  Scipio,  with  these  fifteen  pistoles 
^tbat  remain,  1  advise  you  to  quit  this  city  Births 
with :  for  you  may  be  assured  that  the  archbishop 
Will  give  orders  to  search  for  you  every  where»    I  . 
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ilf^iild  b^  extremdy  mortifiecly  if,  after  having  ng« 
nilised  yoonelf  by  an  action,  which  will  do  honour 
lO'  your  history,  you  should  foolishly  suffer  you^• 
setr  to  be  apprehended."  I  answered,  that  I  was 
fdly  resolved  to  leave  Seville  ^  and  in  eflSect,  after 
having  bought  a  hat  and  some  shirts,  I  gained  the 
vast  and  delightful  plain  that  stretches  among  the 
vines  and  olives,  to  the  ancient  city  of  Carraona, 
asid,  threedays  after,  arrived  at  Cordova.* 

I  lodged  at  an  inn,  as  you  enter  the  great  square 
where  the  merchants  five ;  and  gave  myself  out  for 
the  son  of  a  good  faroiiy  at  Toledo,  who  travelled 
for  my  pleasu^.  I  was  wi41  enough  clothed  id 
make  people  believe  this  story,  aad  the  landlord 
was  finally  convinced,  by  the  sight  of  some  pistoles, 
which  I  let  him  see  as  if  by  chance.  It  is  probable, 
indeed,  that  my  tender  years  made  him  believe  I 
was  some  little  libertine,  who  had  run  away  from 
hb  parents,  after  having  robbed  them.  Be  this  as 
it  will,  he  did  not  seem-  curious  to  know  more  than 
what  I  told  him  of  the  matter;  being,  in  all  like 
Uhood,  afi^id  that  his  curiosity  might  make  me 
ekaoge  nty  lodging.  For  six  riak  a  day  I  lived 
very  well  in  this  inn,  which  was  frequented  by  m 
good  deal  of  company ;  there  being  at  supper  in  the 
evening  no  less  than  twelve  people  at  one  table. 
It  waft  very  diverting  to  see  every  one  eating  with* 
speaking  a  syllable,  except  one  man,  who,  talk** 


*  Cordoya^  the  sncieot  Cordubs,  a  city  of  Andalu8ia» 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Guadalaauivir :  formerly  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Moorish  Kings.  It  »  famous  for  having;  giv- 
en btrth  to  the  two  Senecas,  the  poet  Lucan,  the  great 
gpneral  (Sonsales,  and  many  more  penoiis  of  note.  Tba 
cathedral  was  heretofore  a  mosque^  built  by  the  Moors,  af- 
ter the  model  of  Solomon's  temple ;  and  reckoned  almost 
equal  to  that  of  Mecca,  in  beauty  and  magniflceDce :  bdog 
supported  by  a  vast  number  of  marble  columns.  This  d- 
tj  m  also  frmouB  for  the  martyndom  of  many  saints^  who 
wisrs  inhnmaaiy  butcbsred  bv  the  inildels. 
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itig  inccfsantly,  at  rtndom,  compennted  'fb^  dfi 
tileoce.  of  the  rest  by  his  imperttnent  prating.  Eb 
■flbcted  the  wit,  told  storieg,  and  endeavoured^  bjr 

£aidt  layings^  to  entertain   the  cotnpany^  who 
itn  time  to  timei  laughed  heartily,  though  not  lo 
nucb  at  thd  brigfilnets  of  hit  saUies,  as  at  his  rioi 
eiltoois  behaviour. 

As  for  my  part,  i  paid  so  little  attention  to  the 
discourse,  of  tins  original,  that  I  should  have  riscB 
from  supper  without  being  able  to  give  any  accoant 
of  what  he  said,  had  he  not  found  means  to  itif^ 
Irrest  me  in  bis  conversation.  ''  Crcolkmen,  (saiA 
be,  towards  the  end  M*  our  mefeil,)  I  have  kept  for 
Ae  dessert  a  most  diverting  story }  an  adventtirv 
that  befel,  a  few  days  ago;  at  the  palace  of  the 
arobbishop  of  Seville.  I  had  it  fimm  a  bachelor  ot 
ihy  acquaintanee,  who  told  ne  that  be  was  present 
when  it  happened."  These  words  discomposed  me 
a  good  deal ;  I  did  iifot  doubt  that  it  was  my  ad** 
venture  which  be  intended  to  recount :  and  I  waa 
not  tnistaken.  Thb  person  gave  a.&hhfnl  detitik 
of  it,  aodcven  informed  me  of  what  I  Aid  not  kmrar ; 
tbat  is,i  what  'hs^lypened  in  the  ball  itfter  tay  depai* 
tare;  atad  this  you  shall  he^. 
.  Scarce  bad  I  betook  myself  to  flight,  when  the 
Mbors,  who;  according  to  the  performance:  wUch 
wdA  reprctoentsd^  were  lo  carry  me  off,  appeaveii 
upon  the  stage,  with  a  design  of  sorprising  roe  ott 
the  bed  of  turf  where  they  thought  I  was  asleep; 
but  when  they  went  to  seize  the  King  of  Leon,  they 
were  very  much  astonished  to  fhd  neither  king 
nor  knave.  ,The  play  was  immediately  interrupted} 
iU  the  actors  -were  perplexed ;  some,  called  mc^ 
others  searched  for  me;  one  hallooed,  and  another 
ctnrsed  rtie.  The  archbishops  perceivhig  the  trouHe' 
and  coiirusIoQ  that  reigned  behind  the  scenes,  ask- 
c3  what  was  ]the  matter.  A  page^  who  acted  the 
GracioBo  of  the  piece,  hearing  the  prelate's  voice^ 
came  out  and  said  Vo  his  grace-^'  Bfy  lord,  yott 
need  not  fear  that  the  Moors  will  take  the  King 


jif  hdpu  prifpner;  h^  l^a  escaped  |wi|H  }ii».i!^yi|l 
jy)be«."  ^  Heavea  be  prated !  (crie^  thf  ai^chb^- 
al^ip)  he  was  very  much  in  the  ngl^t  -to  fly  from 
ibe  eoetoies  of  our  religioo,  and  escape  the  chau^ 
wiMcb  tbey  bad  prepared  for  him.  ,Hfe  ba^y  dj^^ubf- 
](mt  returned  towards  Leoo,  4b«  capital,  of  h^ 
JtH^gdpm*;  aod  I. wish  be  may. get  bo^n^  ^ithwt 
meetfog  with  any  bad  accident*,  ,  Lejt  90  mi^n  j^p  jp 
pursuit  of  hiiD,  ipr  I  should  be  sorry  if  his  mdjes$y 
dr^ceived  any  mortification  frojm  m^*]  Tb^  prelate, 
bloving  spoke  in  this  manner,  oirdered  my  part  to 
be  rpad,  and  the  play  to  ^0  on. 
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Am  long  as  my  mmey  lasted,  |he  landlord  tc^af- 
4d  ne  widft  f^ffCjat  vesp^pt;  but  no  90on^  did  hje 
mrceive  that  my  fioanices  were  eabait^ted,  ^W*  ifi 
ioobed  cooL  upian  me,  piqked  aqtiwrre)>  aOfd.^Pfe 
BDoming  early  desired ,  me .  ip  1  leave  his  bouse».  I 
qvitied  it  with  disdain,  and  jweoi  into  a  cbur^)i 
behngiiig  to  ihe  Dorainiioans,  where,  while  I  beard 
(mast,  an  old  mondicaiit  iame  and  ask^ed  alms  pf 
me.  I  look  Iwo.or  three,  maravedis  -Mt  of  niy 
^M>cket,  and  giving  tbem  to  bim,  said,  *'  FrifBtfM), 
pray  to  CSod  to  send  me  someitgood  placn^  if  yonr 
ipi^yer  is  beard,  yon  shall  not  iiepent  of  your  d^yq- 
iciwi,  arid  nay  depend  upon  my  gratitude."         .  ( 

▲t  these  words,  the  b^^r  viewed  me  very  atten- 
tively, and  answered  with  a  serious  air,  "  Wlu|t 
Cit  would  you  have  f "  '*  I  could  wish  (said  I)  tp 
a  lacquey  in  some  good  family."  He  then  asked 
if  .my  oosasions  were  pressing.  ''.  Tbey  cannot  be 
^neife  so  (I  resumed :)  ftwv  if  1  haye  not.  tjbe  gpod 
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fortane  of  being  setded  very  toon,  tbere  ii  no  ate* 
diom ;  I  most  either  die  of  hunger,  or  betake  my- 
•elf  to  yoor  trade."  '*  If  you  are  rednced  to  incl 
necessity,  (said  he,)  you,  who  are  not  at  all  calcu- 
lated for  our  business,  must  be  in  a  verydisa^-ree- 
able  situation :  hot  were  yon  in  the  least  accasiom- 
ed  to  our  way  of  life,  you  would  prefer  it  to  servi- 
tude, which  is,  without  contradiction,  inferior  to 
beggary.  Nevertheless,  since  you  choose  to  be  a 
servant,  rather  than  to  irve  a  free  and  independent 
life,  as  I  do,  you  shall  have  a  master  iminediately. 
Notwithstanding  my  appearance,  I  can  be  of  ose 
to  you :  therefore,  come  hither  to-morrow  at  the 
same  hour." 

Resolved  to  be  punctual,  I  returned  next  day  to 
the  same  place,  where  I  had  not  been  long,  bdfore 
the  mendicant,  coming  up  to  me,  bid  me  take  the 
trouble  to  follow  him.  I  did  so;  he  conducted  me 
to  a  cellar  not  ikr  from  the  church ;  and  this  was 
the  place  of  his  residence.  We  entered  his  habita- 
tion ;  and  sitting  down  upon  a  bench,  which  was  at 
ieast  a  hundred  years  old,  be  spoke  to  me  in  this 
manner :  **  A  good  action,  as  Ae  proverb  says,  al- 
ways Cnds  its  recompense:  yo«  gave  roe  charity 
yesterday,  and  that  determines  me  to  procnre  a 
place  for  you ;  and  this,  please  God,  I  will  soon 
perform.  I  am  acquainted  with  an  old  Dominicaii, 
called  Father  Alexis,  who  is  an  holy  ecclesiastic, 
and  great  confessor*  I  have  the  honour  le  run  of 
Us  errands,  and  acquit  myself  in  that  employmaat 
with  so  much  fidelity  and  discretion,  that  he  never 
tefuses  to  use  his  interest  for  me  and  my  firiends. 
I  have  spoke  to  him  of  yon  in  such  a  manner,  that 
be  is  disposed  to  do  you  service ;  and  1  will  present 
you  to  his  reverence  whenever  you  please."  **  There 
IS  not  a  moment  to  lose  (said  I  to  the  old  beggar*) 
let  us  go  instantly  to  the  good  friar."  The  mendi- 
cant consented,  and  carried  me  forthwith  to  Father 
Alexis,  whom  we  found  in  his  room,  busy  ui* writing 
spiritual  letters.    He  interrupted  Us  work  to  speak 
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»  » 

••»  me,  and  told  •  me,  thm,  at  the  request  •f  the 

Mendicant,  be  weald  interest  himself  in  my  behaUl 

^  Haviog  been  informed  (added  be)  iimt  Signior 

Bahhatar  Velasquei  wanted  a  lacquey,  I  wrote  this 

.morning  in  your  favour  ;  and  he  has  answered  tliat 

be  will  reeeive  yon  impliciitly  on  my  tecommcwki- 

tion.    Yon  may,  -this  very  day,  go  to  him  from  me ; 

be  is  my  penitent  and  friend*"    The  monk,  oa  this 

occasion,  exhorted ^me.  daring  diree  qoarfiers.ofan 

hour,  to  do  my. duty  with  fidelity  and  diligence. 

•  He  enlarged  particularly  on  the'  obligation  I  was 

.under  to* serve  Velasquez  with  seal:  after  which, 

■he  assured  me  that  he  wouM  take  care  to  maintaili 

me'  in  my  post,  provided  my  master  should  be 

pleased;  with  my  behavioavi    Having  thanked  the 

wonk  for  his  generosity,  I  came  out  of  the  cooveUt 

with  the  beggar ;  who  told  me,  thatiSigntor  Balthft- 

«ap  Velasqiaei  was  an  old  rich  w6oUeB*'draper,  of 

*|ffeat  meehiiess  and  sinipliciiy.  ^^  I  dare  say  (added 

be)  tfaatyoa  will  be  perfectly  happy  in  bis  family." 

i  inquired  whereabouts  the  citisen  lived,  and  went 

'  iflMsediaJlely  to^bts  house,  after  having  promised  to 

make  an  acknowledgment  to  the  beggar,  as  sodn  as 

I  should  take  root  in  my  place.     I  entered  a  laiige 

shop,  where  >two    well*dressed  apprentices   wese 

'walking  to  and.fro^  in:  eipectation  of  custonlersr; 

and  asking  if  their  master  was  at  home,  told  .them 

I  had  a  message  to  him  from  Father  Alexis.    At 

the  memioB  of  that  venerable  name,  I  waa  shewn 

into  the  back  shop;  where  the  merchant  satat.a 

ibiKvaa,  tiiraing  over  the  leaves  of  a  -large  day-book. 

1  saJkrted:him  with,  great  respect,  saying,  while. I 

-advanced,  '^  Signiidr,  I  am  the  young  •man  wliom 

'the  veverend  Fa(ther  Alexis  recommended  to  yon 

Sot  a  laoqney.''    ^^  Ha!  welpomey  tny  child,  (said 

-hiei)  that  holy  man's  recommendation  is  ^affioien|. 

1  receive   thee  into  my  service  in  prefevenco.  to 

'4brcfe  or  four  lacquies  that  were  sent  by  other  >peo* 

.pie.    Itis  agreed  :  thy  wages  irun  up  from  t^s  day 

^forward.'* 
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'  I  had  w^  beeo  long  m  the  sorvloe  of  lUt  eUmay 
before  I  perceived  him  to  be  just  Mch  a  nmD  aa  the 
baggar  had  describecL  Hit  simplicity  leemed  even 
so  great,  that  I  could  not  help  tbinkiog  1  sboidd 
:find  some  difficulty  in  abstaining  from  playing  bim 
aaoM  trick  or  other.  He  bad  been  a  widower  few 
years,  and  had  two  children ;  a  son  turned  of  ivo- 
and-»twenty,  and  a  daoghier  gmng  in  her  fifteenth 
Tear,  who  being  brought  up  by  a  severe  docnna, 
and  directed  by  Father  Alexis,  walked  in  the  path 
of  virtue :  bat  Gaspard  Velasqoes  her  brother, 
AoQgh  notbing  had  been  spared  in  hia  education, 
had  all  the  vices  of  a  young  spendthrifc  He  sonie- 
dmes  lay  two  or  three  nights  abroad ;  and.  if,  at  hb 
teturny  his  father  took  it  into  his  head  to  reprimanfl 
bim,  Gaspard  impoeed  slence  upon  bim,  io  a  Mne 
•lill  higher  than  that  of  the  old  man. 

^  Scipio  (said  the  draper  Io  me  one  day,)  I  have 
a  son  who  is  the  sole  plague  of  my  life ;  he  is  plung- 
ed in  all  manner  of  debauchery :  la  otrenmttanoe 
'that  turpriseB  me  very  much ;  fi>r  hia  education  was 
by  no  means  neglect^.    I  gave  him  good  maatm, 
and  my  friend  Alexis  hath  done  his  uUnoat  endei^ 
vonr  10  put  him  in  the  right  road ;  but  he  could  n<lt 
aocceed  :  Gaspard  is  fallen  into  a  aiate  of  Kbeftin- 
;ism.    Thou  wiit  say,  perhaps^  diat  I  freaCed  him 
in>o  gently  io  the  beginning  of  his  youth;  aad4haC 
he  was  undone  by  ray  induigeDoe :  hot  lint  wasndl 
•the  case;  he  was  always  chastised  when  i  (bought 
he  deserved  to  be. used  with  rigour;  for,  good- 
natured  as  I  am,  I  have  resolution  enough  when 
kbere  is  occasion  for  ia.    I  hav^  even  ordered  him 
(ta  be  confined ;  aud  the  consequenoe  waS|  he  bo- 
loa^ne  more  wicfaed  than  ever.    In  a  wtnrd,  he  has 
one  of  those  bad  dispositions  which  cannot  be  kn- 
preved  by  good  example,  remonstrances,  or  ehaa- 
dsement*    Ifeaven  alone  can  work  that  miracle/' 
If  I  was  not  much  moved  at  the  sorrow  of  this 
unhappy  father,  at  least  I  pretended  to.be  sq. 
*^  How  much  are  you  to  be  pitied,  Sir  I  (said  I :)  a 
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glH^  IQM,  like  yofi,  deierves  to  liave  a  mUQk 
bftittr  AO|i^"-^''  Heaven,  my  child,  (auswered  be») 
is  please^  to  deprive  me  of  that  consolatioq* 
AfltaDg  other  causes  which  Gafpard  gives  me  to 
flOfoplaiD  of  him,  (added  he,)  I  will  tell  thee  ii| 
coQ^^ence,  there  is  one  that  makes  me  very  iw* 
ftiiy ;  .that  iS|  the  inclination  which  he  has  to  rob 
V^f  an4  whl<^  bf  hot  too  often  find^  iQaf^QS  to 
latisfyf  in  spite  of  all  my  vigilance.  The  ia^qnegr 
ffkook  yoq  succeed  was  in  .concert  with  hioi}  an4 
for  that  reason  turned  away.  As  for  tbee,  I  hope 
thou  wilt  not  suffer  thyself  to  be  corrupted  by  my 
W^ ;  but  espouse  my  interest,  as  Father  Alexis  has» 
doubflef s»  exhorted  thee." — "  That  I'll  answer  ibri 
(liaid  I;}  his  veiverence  exhorted  m^  a  Ai^holie  hoifr 
iQibave  nothing  in  view  but  your  advantage  :  but  \ 
^m  assure  you  I  had  no  need  of  being  exhorted  to 
tbat ;  I  feel  myself  disposed  to  serve  you  faithfully, 
fud  my  seal  will  prove  itself  on  all  occasions." 

0/e  who  bears  pne  side  only,  bears  nothing. 
Ywiig  Velasquev  who  was  a  devilish  beau,  judging 
by  my  physiognomy  that  I  would  be  as  easily 
ptidfieed  MS  my  predecessor,  took  me  aside  149  to  a 
private  place,  and  spoke  lo  me  in  these  terms  c 
**  flark'e,  my  dear,  1  am  persuaded  that  my  lather 
lias,  cbaiiged  tbee  to  be  a  spy  upon  my  actions 
take^  cajre  of  tby<?lf :  I  give  thee  notice  beforehand, 
tbfit  tlpy  employment  Is  none  of  the  most  agreeable. 
|f  ever  I  percjeiye  thsvt  thou  makest  thy  remarks 
fipon  me,  I  will  cudgel  thee  to  death :  whereas  if 
Ijhopi  wilt  assist  me  ip  cheating  my  fath^,  thoa 
mayest  dqiend  npop  my  gratitu4e.  Must  I  be 
npore  plain  with  tbee  f  Thou  sbalt  have  a  share  of 
fbit  ppifchase.  Make  thy  choice  therefore,  and 
declare  this  instant  either  for  the  father  or  son; 
fir  i  will  admit  of  no  peotrality." 

"  Sir,  {[answered  I,)  you  are  very  short  with  me ; 

m4  I  plaibly  perceive  that  I  cannot  help  espousing 

yonr  caase,  though  in  my  heart  I  feel  a  reloctancy 

f^  betray.  Signior  Vel^tsques." — "  Thou  ougbt^9t  to 
H  Vol.    111. 
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liHike  DO  lenipff  in  so  doing,  (replied  Gatpotd  iS  k€ 
it  an  old  miser,  who  wanfs  to  keep  me  ttm  in 
leading-strings  ;  a  wretch  who  denies  me  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  in  refusing  to  famish  me  with 
money  for  my  pleasures;  for  pleasures  are  the 
necessaries  of  life,  •at  the  age  of  five-and^twenty : 
thou  must  therefore  look  upon  mj  father  in  thM 
p6int  of  view."— ••  Enough,  Sir,  (said  I;)tbefeisiio 
sack  thing  as  hotdlng  otrt  against  so  just  a  eaose  ol 
complaint.  I  otter  my  service  to  second  you  in 
yoor  landttble  undertakings ;  but  let  us  conceal 
our  mutual  intelHgence,  that  your  ftithful  associate 
may  not  be  turned  out  of  doors.  You  will  A» 
well,  methinks,  in  affecting  to  hate  me :  speak 
roughly  to  me  before  people,  and  do  not  spare  itl 
(angtiage ;  even  some  boxes  on'  the  ear,  and  kkks 
on  the  breech,  will  not  be  amiss  :  on  the  contrary, 
the  more  marks  of  aversion  you  bestow  apon  me, 
the  more  confidence  will  Balthacar  have  in  my 
integrity.  As  for  my  part,  I  will  pretend  to  avoid 
your  conversation :  in  serving  you  vt  table,  I  will 
seem  to  acquit  myself '  with  regret ;  and  wMn  I 
talk  of  yon'  to  the  apprentices,  donU  take  it  ill  that 
I  rail  at  you  with  ^Veat  bitterness.** 

"Egad!  (cried  Velasquet,  hearibg  my  last  words) 
*  admire  thy  genius,  my  fHend  :  thou  shewest,  at 
thy  age,  an  astonbhing  capacity  for  intrigue,  from 
iR  hence  I  conceive  the  most  happy  presage  5'  for  I 
hope  with  thy  assistance,  I  shall  not  leave  tny 
father  one  single?  pistole." — ^«  You  dome  a  great 
deal  of  honour*  (said  I)  in'dependiilg^o'hittch  ott  * 
iny  industry  :  I  will  do  my  'utmost  endeaitour-  to 
justify  the  good'  opinion  you  haMe  of  my  «uAder* 
standing ;  and  if  1  fail,  dt  le^st  it  shall  not  bfe  my 
faolt.^ 

It  was  not  long  before  1  let  Graspard  see  tRatl 
was  actually  the  man  he  wanted ;  and  this  is  the 
first  service  I  did  him.  Balthaxar's  strong  bOt 
stood  ill  his  chamber,  just  by  his  bed-side,  aHd 
rerved  Jiim  instead  of  a  pew  for  prayer.    Ev^ry 
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tiAt  I  looked  at  it,  my  eyesight  was  regaled ;  and 
I  A«queotly  said  to  myself,  ^  Friend  strong  bois, 
«iost  thou  be  always  loeked  to  roef  Shall  I  never 
have  the  pleasure  of  conlemplating  thy  contents  P" 
As  I  went  whenever  I  plea«9d  into  this  chamber, 
w^ich  was  forbid  to  nobody  bat  Graspard,  I  hap- 
fenei  one  day  to  perceive  his  father,  who  thiiikifi|^ 
liimself  unobserved,  after  having  opened  and  locked 
Ms  strong  box,  concealed  the  key  behind  a  bangingp 
J  marked  tb^  place  well,  and  imparted  niy  dis- 
covery to  my  yonng  master,  who  emhraoed  me  wMi 
joy,  sayiog,  **  Ah,  my  dear  Scipio !  what  a  charoH 
iiig  pieee  of  news  is  this !  Our  fortune  is  made,  my 
ehild.  I  will  this  very  day  give  HAiee  wax,  with 
which  thou  mayest  taice  the  impresmon  of  the  key, 
j|nd  put  it  into  my  bands.  I  shaD  easily  fad  an 
obiigiog  locksmith  in  Cordova;  in  which,  thank 
heaven,  there  is  no  scarcity  of  rogues/' 

*<  But  why  (said  I  toGaspard)  woald  you  make 
a  Mse  key,  when  we  can  use  the  true  -one  ?"•««- 
'**'  Because  (answered  he)  ray  father,  through  dis- 
trust, or  some  other  motive,  may  take  it  in  his 
liead  to  hide  st 'elsewhere^  and  sherefore  ift  in 
better  to  have  one  for  oarseives.  I  approved  o^ 
his  caution;  and  yielding  to  tttsinctination,  jpre* 
ymved  for  taking  die  impression  of  the  key.  This 
was  executed  one^  morning  eavly»  while  my  old 
master  paid  a  visit  to  Father  Alesls,  with  whom 
he  had  usually  long  conversations.  This  was  not 
all  $  I  used  the  key  in  opening  the  bos,  which 
tyeing  filled  with  large  and  smaH  bags,  threw  me 
Into  a  charming  perplexity,  Ldid  not>k<iow  which 
tb  choose,  saoh  affection  did  I  conceive  for  both 
Irinds.  Nevevtbelees,  as  the  fear  of  being  surprised 
did  not  permit  me  to  make  a  long  scrutiny,  1  laid 
4iold  of  one  of  the  largest  at  a  venture  t  then  loclmg 
the  coffer,  and  replacing  the  key  behind  the 
hangings,  I  quitted  the  chamber  with  my  prey, 
•which  I  went  and  concealed  under  my  bed,  in  a 
small  wavdr^obe  whera  I  lay. 


ts  hummvmsmt  cm.  blao. 

Huliiig  ptrforaMd  tU&operatbn  so.tilocMrfb&ff 
)  went  iuunediAlely  to  tfae  young  Yelatquieft,  irbo 
ivmked  fbr  me  m  a  hoiiie  Jvhere  he  bad  appoUitMl 
to  meet  me,  and  gave  Um  infioile  joy,  by  telUng 
wkm  I  bad  doae*  He  way  so  well  satisfied,  ibiAt  be 
loaded  ate  with  caraiesi  and  generou«\y  x^jiemd  me 
ibe  half  of  tlie  omoey  diat  was  in  lihe  bag;  bai.tlMi 
1  lefosedt  siiyingv  ^*  Na,  iio«  Sir ;  Ibe  ^it  hag.  is 
yoMur  oi^n;  use  it  for  yonr  occasions :.  I  will  soon 
wtum  to  the  strong  box,  wbeve,  thank  beovei^ 
4biare  is  money  eoongb  far  us  boib."  In  eiecl^ 
thme  days  after  this  I  carried  off  a  yeeoad  bag^ 
cootalmuigf  as  the  fotmer,.  &m  hoodred  crowiii,  #f 
whicb  1  woaU  receive  one  leunlb  Mly,  noMdir 
.liaadi%  the  presstug  ioAanees  of  Craapaixl,  iliai  k 
sbonU  be  equally  ditided  bettreeo  us. 

.  As  scnn  as  this  young  man  found  himself  well 
stocked,  and  coosequenlly  in  a  conditipii  to  salisfy 
Us  passion  for  women  and  play,  h^  abandoned 
bim^lf  .entirely  to  boUi)  he  had  even  the  mia- 
Sotivm  to  fa)l  in  love  wilb  one  of  those  faaHMis 
4tdqaetSf  wba  dewour  and  swaUow  the  li^rgept 
l^attimonief  in  a  very  litlfai  timej;  and  being  at  4 
tendfale  eipedce  on  her  aecoont,  laid  me  under  the 
neeessity  of  paying  so  many  visiu  to  the  atsodtf 
bni,  that  sit  lengith  lold  Velasqoes  percetved  himaslf 
•bbbed.  'VScipiO,  (said  he  one  morning,)  I  moiit 
edl  thee  a  sedret :  somebody  robs  me,  my  friend : 
my  strong  box  has  been  opened,  and  severel  bags 
4aken  outt  this  is  certain*  Who  mast  be  taH^ 
•W!ith  tUa  thefts  Or  rather,  who-  else  than  my  son 
£i«lpavd,  who>  has  entered  my  chamber  by  rSteakhj, 
ibrbeen  introdocediby  thee;  for  I  am  tempted  to 
lMriieve«  thee  bis  aoeompliee,  thongb  yon  seem  le 
bate  .ope  another  so  mooh.  Nevertheless,  I  wiU 
•art  listen. to  my  sospician,  since  Father  Alexis  hath 
•ansv^ered  for  thy  fidelity."  I  refdied,  that,  thank 
heaven^  I  never  coveted  mj  neigbboer's  wealth; 
nnd  accbmpanied  that  lie  with  an  hypocritical 
grimace,  which  served  iaitfead  of- an  apohigiy^::    . 
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'  ini^  orld  man,  safe  en6agh,  said  no  more  of  ^tlMr 
maner;  but  he  did  not  leave  off,  including  me  iof 
bis  suspicion ;  and  taking  bis  precautions  agaihst 
our  attempts,  ordered  bis  strong  box  to  be  secvretl 
by  another  lock,  the  key  of  which  be  always  fceprf 
in  his  pocket.  By  these  means,-  all  coinmerci^ 
berween  us  and  the  ba^  being  broken,  we  looked 
Tery  silly,  especially  Gaspard,  who  being  no  longei' 
able  to  gratify  (he  extravagance  of  his  nymph,  was 
afraid  of  losing  the  privilege  of  visiting  her.  Bir 
bad  genius  enough  however,  to  invent  an  eipe-' 
dient  which  supported  his  expence  a  ftw  dayf 
longer:  and  that  ingenious  shift  was,  to  appropriate 
to  himself,  by  way '  of  loan,  a)l  my  share  of  the 
evacHattons  which  1  had  performed  on  the  strong; 
box.  I  gave  it  all,  to  the  very  last  piece ;  and  this,' 
methinks,  may  pass  for  anticipated  restitution 
#faich  I  made  to  the  old  merchant,  fai  the  petMSf 
dfWs  heir.  '     •  '.  ' 

'  Tbe  young  man,  when  be  had  exhausted  thii 
resource,  consideiritig  that  he  had  now  none  'left; 
fell  into  k  profound  and  gloomy  fit  of  mdancholy^ 
which  gradually  disordei^  his  reason:  lie  looked 
Opon  his  fkther  as  the  oiAy  plague  of  bis  Hi^;'  hO 
was  seized  with  the  most  violent  despair;  M^f 
Witfibiit  listening  to  the  Voice  of  Natlire^  the  wretch 
^tiiieiVed  tbe  horribfe  design  of  poisoning  }M 
patent.  He  not  only  communicated  this  execrsM# 
project  to  me,  but  even  proposed  that  I  should  be 
the  instrument  of  his  vengeance.  Being  struck 
With  horror  at  the  proposal,  "Sir  (said  I,)  is  ll 

EOssible  that  you  should  be  so  abandoned  by 
eaveu;  as  to  form  this  abominable  resolntiotof 
Wbat !  are  ybu  capiAife  of  murderiog  die  autbol*  of 
youir  own  bein^  f  Shall  k  be  said,  that  in  Spdn^-  in 
the  very  bosom  of  OhnsdaBity,  a  crime  was  oom^ 
ittitted,  the  v^f  idea  of  wtich  raises  llrorror  incttui 
most'  barbar'ous  nations  f  No,  my '  deiir  masier't 
(added  1,  fallittg  on  my  knees  befene  him)  no^  yoQ 
«^  liot  commit  an  "tctioir  whieh  wooM  hutly  aft* 
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fiHKt  tbe  whole  wcntIcI  agaiiMi  you,  aodb«mtteaded 
with  the  most  iofamous  chftstiseroent." 

1  said  a  great  maoy  things  more  to  dUsaade 
Gaifwrd  from  iuch  a  guilty  uodertaking.  I  don't 
know  where  I  found  all  tb^  argumeut«  of  a  virtuoue 
naii|  which  I  used  to  combat  his  despair:  but 
eerlain  it  is,  I  spoke  like  a  doctor  of  Salamanca, 
though  I  was  but  a  boy,  and  no  other  than  the  sou 
of  Coacolina.  Nevertheless,  in  vaip  did  I  represent 
10  him  that  he  ought  |o  reflect  seriously,  and- 
courageously  •  repel  those  detestable  sentiments 
which  had  taken  possession  of  his  soul ;  aU  my  elo- 
quence was  ineffectual.  .  He  huqg  his  head,  and 
iemaioed  in  sullen  silence ;  so  that  I  concluded  be 
wouM  not  swerve  from  his  resolution,  notwitb* 
standing  all  I  could  say. 

Whereupon,  I  went  and  demanded  a  private 
fonversatiou  with  my  old  master  \  to  whom,  whea 
we  were  shut  up  in  a  room  together,  I  said,  '*  Soffer 
909  Sfiri  to  throw  myself  at  your  feet,  and  implore 
war  mercy,"  So  saying,  I  fell  down  before  him 
in  great  agitation,  with  my  countenance  bathed  in 
tears.  The  merchant,  surprised  at  my  prostration, 
and  tbe  disorder  of  my  looks,  asked  what  I  had 
^oe.  "  A  deed,  fl  replied,)  of  which  I  now 
lieartily  repent,  ana  with  which  I  will  upbraid 
lay  self  as  long  %&  I  live.  I  have,  been  weak  enough 
to  listen  to  your  son,,  and  to  assist  him  to  stealing 
your  money."  I  tlien  made  a  sincere  confession  of 
all  that  had  passed  on  that  subject :  after  which  I 
gave  him  an  account  of  the  conversation  I  had  with 
Gftsaard,  whose  design  I  revealed,  without  for* 
getting  the  least  circumstance., 
*  '  Bad  as  bi^  opinion  of  his  aon  was,  old  Velasqaet 
fldul4  scajri^e  credit  my  information,  the  truth  of 
which,  however,  having  no  reasoB  to  doubt;  "  Sci« 

K,  said  he^  (raising  me,  for  I  was  still  on  my 
Mil)  I  pardon  thee,  in  consideration  of  the  im« 
povtaat  notice  thou  hast .  given  me.  Gaspard, 
(added  be,  raising  his.  voiiSi;i)  ,G^pajrd  has  a  design 
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jifKfh'mj  Bfbl  Ah,  Mgrarteful  son  !  ttiy  moiMter'f 
^hb  had  better  been  •strfled'  m  tfie  Urtfa,  thaii 
alloH^d  to  five,  aiidbe^iome  a  parrieide!  what  jdaqse 
bast  tfapYi  4o  attempt  ifiylife!  I  allow  thee .  a  rea^ 
toiiable  yearly  sum  for  tiry  pleasaJKes,  and  thou^  art 
liot  satisfi^ !  Muit  I  permit  thee  to  squander  awayi 
my  whole  fortune  I"  Having  uttered  tbis  bitten 
apofltroptie,  he-laid  injunelions  uppn  roe  td. keep 
the  s^ret,  and  said  he  w^AiM  consider  vrfaat  was  tor 
be  (tone  in 'siieha'deKcate  conjuncture.  .<  > 

- 1  was  v^ry  ankicNK  t0  kilbw  whatresolntion  tfati 
libfortunate  fatli^r  Would  fake,  when  that  very,  d&y^ 
hi  sent  for  6aspard,  and  spoke  thus  to  him  witbottt 
mtttiifestihg'  a-  tittle  of  *wbat  he  had  in  his  head;! 
?.Son,'  I  have  received  a  tetter  from  3Ierida,.imM 
porting,  that  if  you  chooseto  tnarry,  youraay  have 
a  ntaid^  oftbat  plode^  wbois  tnit  fifteen  j^ean^old 
perfectly  handsome^  and  mistresd  of  a  good  fortane  jt 
if  you  have  no  reluctance  to  the' marriage,  .we  wiil 
iet  out  early  to-^morrow  for  Merida,  vidt.tbe  ladyi 
whD  is  pi^opdsed,  and  if  you  find  her  to  your  Uking>; 
jrou  sha}}  espouse  her  forthwith."  Gaspnrd  bearing; 
mention  made  ofa^gsoodfortune;  wbkh  he  tfaoaghti 
WAS  aAr^ady  in  his  clutches,  answered i^witkoul} 
Ibesitattoo,  that  he  was r^ady  to  go: '99>.that  peob 
m^rninff  at  day-bi*eark  ther  iJepar^iiy  themselves^ 
■kbtinted  on  two' gdod  mules.  •-':  .,7 

••;When  thiey  fiaQ  got-asr  far*  as:  tJieinTomitaihs  ot: 
|>esira,'iutd  a'^lat^  ;i8«much  fref]fuented:by  cobbers, 
lis  dreaded  byufaveli^rs,  B2CUhlizhr..aligh(»d^'.d£^. 
Ating  'bis  son  lo'  do  the  souhe :  the.  young  maoi 
obeyed,   and  asked  ;tbe  reaboii'  of  .their  .'qeitdfigi 
their  mules  in  tliat  place.     ^"^  I  will  tell  thee  (an- 
swered the  old  man,  darting  at  bim  a  look  in  which 
his  grief  and  indignation  were  painted;)  we  have 
no  business  at  Merida ;  and  the  marriage  which  I 
mentioned  is  only  a  fable  I  invented  to  bring  thee 
hither.    I  am  not  ignorant,   ungrateful  and  un- 
natural son !  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  crime  which 
thou  hast  batched ;  I  know  that  I  am  to  be  pre- 
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writh  jioison  pf epnred  by  tbee :  bat|  tool  dwi 
Iboo  art,  dost  thou  flatter  thyself  chat  thou  canst 
deprive  me  of  my  life,  in  that  manner,  with  im- 

Canity?  Thou  art  mistaken ;  thy  guilt  i^ouid  sood 
e  discovered,  and  thou  wouldst  perish  by  the 
band  of  the  hangman.  There  is  (added  he)  a  surer 
method  of  satiating  thy  revenge,  without  exposing 
thyself  to  an  ignominious  death  :  we  are  here 
without  witnesses,  in  a  place  where  murders  are 
committed  every  day :  since  thou  art  so  estranged 
from  my  blood,  plunge  thy  poniard  into  my  bosom, 
and  the  murder  will  be  imputed  to  robbers."  So 
faying,  Balthaiar  baring  his  breast,  and  pointing  to 
his  heart,  <<  Here  Craspard,  (added  be,)  strike  the 
mortal  blow,  and  punish  me  for  having  given  being 
to  such  a  wretch  as  thee." 

Toung  Veiasques,  thunderstruck  at  these  words, 
far  from  seeking  to  justify  himself,  fell,  without 
sense  or  motion,  at  his  father's  feet.  The  g<)od  old 
man  seeing  him  in  that  condition,  which  seemed  to 
be  the  beginning  of  repentance,,  could  not  help 
vieldtng  to  his  paternal  weakness,  and  of  flying  to 
his  assistance:  but  Gaspard  no  sooner  recovered 
tfae  Qse  of  his  reason,  than,  bdng  enable  to  bear 
the  presence  of  a  father  so  justly  incensed,  he  made 
an  eflfort  to  get  up,  mounted  bis  mule,  and  rode  off 
without  speaking  a  word.  Balthaisar  let  him  go, 
and  leaving  him  to  the  remorse  of  his  own  con- 
science, returned  to  Cordova,  where,  six  months 
after,  he  learned  that  his  son  had  thrown  himself 
into  the  monastery  of  Carthusians  at  Seville,  tbcie 
to  pass  the  rest  of  his  days  in  pemtence.. 
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CHAPTER  XIL 

Bad  example  somefimes  produces  good  effects. 
The  cbndttct  of  youn^  Velasquei  made  me  teiett 
seriously  iipoh  my  own :  I  began  to  combat  my 
thievish  inclinations,  and  Uve  like  an  honest  man. 
The  habit  of  seiting  all  the  money  I  could  lay  my 
hands  0)1  was  so  much  confirmed  in  me,  by  r<e- 

B^ated  acts,  that  it  was  not  easily  vanquished, 
evertheless,  I  did  not  despahr  of  succeeding,  ima- 
gining, that  to  become  vinuous,  reqnired  only  a 
sincere  desire  of  being  so.  I  therefore  undertook 
this  great  wolrk,  and  heaven  seemed  to  bless  thy 
efforts.  I  no  longer  beheld  tfie  old  merchant's 
strong  box  with  a  covetous  eye ;  and  I  believe  that 
had  it  been  in  my  power,  I  should  not  have  touched 
one  of  his  bags ;  1  6wn,  however,  that  it  would 
liavc  been  very  imprudent  in  him  to  put  my  infant 
integrity  to  such  a  proof;  and  therefore  Velasquet 
t6ok  care  not  to  do  it. 

Don  Manriquet  de  Medrano,  a  youtig  gentleman, 
#nd  knight  of  the  order  of  Alcantara,  came  fVe- 
t)uently  to  our  house.  We  had  his  custom;  and  if 
he  Was  not.  tiie  best,  be  was,  at  least,  the  most  noble 
of  those  who  used  the  shop.  I  had  the  good  fbr^ 
tune  to  please  that  cavalief,  who,'  every  time  he 
met  me,  encouraged  me  to  speak,  and  seemed  to 
listen  with  pleasure  to  what  I  said.  "  Scipio,  (siid 
he  one  day,)  if  I  had  a  lacquey  of  thy  humour,  I 
should  think  myself  in  possession  of  a  treasure : 
and  if  thou  didst  not  belong  to  a  man  for  whom  1 
have  a  regard,  I  would  do  my  endeavour  to  de- 
bauch thee  from  his  service." — "  Sir,  (said  I,)  yoH 
^ould  find  it  a  very  easy  task :  for  I  have  an  in- 
cbnation  to  s^rve  people  of  quality ;  that  is  mf 
fcible:  I  am  charmed  by  their' easy  behaviour."— 
*<  If  that  be  the  case,  (replied  Don  Manriquez,^  I 
Will  desire  Signior  Balthazar  to  consent  to  uy 

11  2  Vol.  HI.  U 


118  ADVENTURES  OF  CHt  BLAfi. 

leaving  him,  and  coming  into  my  service ;  I  don't 
believe  he  will  refuse  me  that  favour."  Indeed, 
Velasquez  granted  it  the  more  easily,  as  he  did  not 
think  the  loss  of  a  roguish  lacquey  irreparable ;  for 
my  owif  part,  I  was  glad  of  the  change ;  the  valet 
of  a  citizen  appearing  to  roe  a  mere  beggar  in  com- 
parison to  the  lacquey  of  a  knight  of  Akaotara, 

,  To  draw  a  faithful  picture  of  my  new  patron  I 
mu^  tell  you  that  be  was  a  cavalier  endpwed  with 
a  most  amiable  person,  and  with  snch  sweetness  of 
tempei  and  cultivated  understanding  as  captivated 
every  body  wbo  knew  him :  besides,  he  had  a  great 
deal  of  courage  and  probity,  and  wanted  nothing 
but  fortune.  Being  cadet  of  a  family  more  illustri- 
ous than  rich,  he  was  obliged  to  subsist  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  an  old  annt  who  lived  at  Toledo,  and  who, 
loving  him  as  her  own  son,  took  care  to  furnish  him 
with  what  money  he  wanted;  be  went  always  band* 
Bomely  dressed,  and  was  perfectly  well  received 
every  where.  He  visited  the  principal  ladies  of 
die  city,  and  among  others,  the  Marchioness  of 
Almenara,  a  widow  of  seventy-two  years  of  age ; 
who,  by  her  engaging  behaviour  and  agreeable  wit, 
allured  the  whole  nobility  of  Cordova  to  her  hoase» 
Men  as  well  as  women  delighted  in  her  convert- 
tion^  and  her  family  was  styled  the  polite  com- 
pany. 

My  master,  who  was  one  of  the  most  assiduoos 
visitors  of  that  lady,  came  home  from  her  house 
one  evening  with  an  enlivened  look  that  was  not 
natural  to  him  :  upon  which,  I  said,  "  Signior,  yon 
seem  to  be  strangely  elevated :  may  your  faithfo* 
servant  ask  the  cause  f  hath  not  something  extrar 
ordinary  happened?"  The  knight  smiled  at  that 
question,  and  owned  he  was  actually  engrossed  by 
a  serious  conversation  which  he  had  enjoyed  with 
^e  Marchioness  of  Almenara*  ''  I  heartily  wish 
(said  I  laughing,)  that  the  superamiuated  toast  may 
pave  made  a  declaration  of  love  to  you."  ''  Jesting 
apart,  (answered  he,)  know,  my  friend,  that  I  %9k 
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Tcdiy  beloved  by  the  msrchianess.  '  dwralier 
(laid  she  to  me,)  I  know  the  smalloess  of  your  for- 
taoe,  as  well  as  the  nobleness  of  your  birth  ;  I  ha^e 
an  inclination  for  yon,  and  am  resolved  to  make 
yon  easy  in  your  circnmstances,  by  marrying  yon, 
as  I  cannot  decently  make  your  fortune  any  other 
way.  I  know  very  well  that  this  marriage  will 
bring  upon  me  the  ridicule  of  the  world ;  that  scan* 
dal  will  be  very  busy  at  my  expence ;  and  that,  in 
short,  I  shall  pass  for  an  old  fool,  who  must  neMs 
kave  another  husband.  No  matter;  I  intend  to 
despise  slander,  in  order  to  make  you  happy :  aU 
that  I  fear  (added  she,)  is,  that  you  may  possibly 
have  a  reluctance  to  comply  with  my  intendons! 
'^fais  (continued  the  knight)  was  the  subject  of  her 
discourse,  which  surprised  me  the  more,  as  she  is 
the  most  virtuous  and  prudent  woman  in  Cordova ; 
I  answered,  therefore,  I  was  astonished  she  should 
do  me  the  honour  of  offering  me  her  hand;  she 
who  had  always  persisted  in  the  resolution  of  pre* 
serving  her  widowhood  to  the  last :  to  this  she  re* 
plied,  that  having  a  considerable  estate,  she  should 
be  glad  in  her  life-time  to  share  it  with  a  man  of 
honour,  whom  she  esteemed."  '*  You  are  then,  I 
suppose,  (said  I,)  determined  to  hatard  the  leap.^ 
^*  Canst  thou  doubt  it?  (he  replied.)  The  marchio- 
ness possesses  immense  wealth,  together  with  ex- 
eellent  qualities  both  of  the  heart  and  head ;  and  I 
must  have  lost  my  judgment  indeed,  if  I  rejected 
such  an  advantageous  settlement" 

I  very  much  approved  of  my  master's  design  to 
lay  hold  of  this  fair  occasion  to  make  his  fortune, 
and  even, advised  hicn  to  push  matters,  so  much 
was  I  afraid  to  see  her  inclinations  change.  Luckilyi 
the  lady,  who  had  the  affair  still  more  at  heart  than 
I  had,  gave  such  expeditious  orders,  that  the  pre* 
parations  were  soon  made  for  her  marriage.  A^ 
fooB  as  it  was  known  at  Cordova,  that  the  o\4 
llarchioness  of  Almenara  was  going  to  marry  j^uorg' 
Don  Manriques  de  Medrano,  the  wits  began  t^ 
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fBitk^  ttemselvct  nterry  at  the  Widov'4  expeoor? 
\fii|  io  vain  did  they  ezhautt  their  stock  of  raillery; 
•diey  could  Dot.div^^  her  from  her  design ;  she  let 
ibe  whole  city  talkt  and  followed  her  knigbt  to 
the  altar :  their  rtuptiala  were  celebrated  with  snch 
^leodour  9^  affotded  new  matter  fer  scandal.  *'  The 
f»ride  (said  they)  might  have,  at  least,  for  the  sake 
of  decency,  soppiessed  all  noise  and  pomp,  which 
Jbut  ill  becomes  old  widows  who  marry  young 
husbands." 

The  matchioiiess^  instead  of  appearing  ashamed 
9f  being,  at  her  age,  wife  to  the  chevalier,  indolged 
herself,  without  constraint,  in  the  joy  which  she  fdt 
On  this  occasion  :  she  had  a  grand  entertainiaent  at 
her  bouse,  accompanied  by  a  concert  of  music,  abd 
the  feast  ended  in  a  ball,  at  which  were  present  all 
the  nobility  of  Covdova.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
bally  oar  new-married  couple  sllpt  off  and  met  in 
aA  aparUneat,  wliere  being  shut  up  with  a  waitii^* 
woman  and  me,  the  marchioness  addressed  herself 
to-  my  master  in  these  words :  ^^  Don  Manriqnes, 
this  is  your  apartofetit ;  mine  is  in  another  part  of 
the  •  house :  we  will  pass  the  n^t  in  separate 
ihambers,  aad  in  the  day  we  will  live  together  tiki 
mother  and  son."  The  knight  was,  at  first,  mis-* 
takeO)  and  believed  that  the  lady  talked  thus,  only 
to  engage  him  to  offer  soft  violence  to  her  delicacy ; 
koaginittg,  therefore,  that  he  ought,  out  of  pure 
politeness,  to  act  the  passionate  lover,  he  approadn 
ed  her,  and  eagerly  endeavoured  to  serve  her  in 
%9arity  of  valet  de  chambre ;  but  she,  far  from 
allowing  him  to  undress  her,  poshed  him  away 
^Uh  a  serious  air,  raying — ^'  Hold,  Don  Manriquei; 
if  you  tajie  me  for  one  of  those  amorous  old  widows 
^bo  marry  again  out  of  frailty,  yon  are  deceivecL 
I  did  not  espouse!  you  to  make  ytm  buy  the  ad« 
Vantages  which  you  will  reap  from  onr  contract  at 
4iarriage ;  these  are  the  pure  ofiierings  of  my  hearty 
and  I  eaact  nothitig  in  retnr»  bat  sentimeais  of 
iicieiidshtp."    So  layiog^  she  left  my  master  and  me 
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in  our  apafruntnt,  aud  retired  iolo.  her  ovni,  iritk 
her  waiting-maid,  absolutely  focbiddiug  the  chef 
valier  to  folbw  her.  . 

After  her  retreat,  we  remained  a  gdod  while  co&t 
fuanded  ,at  what  we  <had  heard*  ''  Scipio,  (said  my 
naster,)  didti  thou  ever  hear  siich  a  discourse  an 
that  of  the  marchioness  ?  Wltat  dost  thou  thiiik.of 
such  a  lady  ?" — r"  I  think,  Sir,  (answered  I,)  that 
she  has  not  her  fellow ;  you  ace  happy  in  having 
such  a  wife,  which  is  like  the  possession  of  a  benet 
fice  without  cure  of  souls."—"  As  for  my  paft 
(repHed  Don  Manriquez)  I  admire  a  Sfxouise  of  sodb 
m  inestimable  character,  and  I  intend  ta  compear 
sate,' with  all  imaginable  attention,  the  sacrified 
which  she  makes  to  her  delicacy »''  Having  can<i 
versed  some  time  about  the  lady,  we  went  to  rest'; 
f  upon  a  trucklerbed  in  a  wandrobe,  and  my  inastetf 
in  a  fine  bed  prepared  for  him,  where,  I  believe,  at 
oottom,  he  was  not  sorry  to  lie  alone,  anxl  to  be 
quit  for  his  fear  only. 

The  rejoicings  began  again  next  day,  and  the  new- 
married  lady  appeared  in  such  good  huaK^itr,  as  tm 
tSord  scope  to  the  railers.  She.  was  thi6  first /t6 
laugh  at  what  they  said;  nay,  even  excited  otii^^ 
to  laogh,  by  receiving  their  sallies  with. a  good 
grace.  The  knight,  for  his  part,  «eemed  bq  Ipti 
satisfied  with  his  spouse ;  and  by  the  tender  glancea 
with  If  hich  he  looked  and  spoke  to  her^  one  wotdd 
have  thought  tliat  old  age  was  his  taste:  thia 
bappy  coirple  had  in  the  evening  a  new  converoa^ 
tion,  in  which  it  was  decided,  that,  witiiout  dJ^ 
turbing  one  another,  tliey  should  live,  for  the 
littttre,  in  the  same  manner  as  before  marriage  ^ 
liieanwhile,;  I  must  do  Don  Manriques  Uie  justice 
ta  say,  thai  out  of  cobaideradon  for  his  wife, .  hc( 
did  what  few  husbands  would  have  done  in  hia 
place :  he  abandoned  a  girl  in  the  city,  whom  be 
loved,  and  by  whom  be  was  beloved j  being  i«* 
solved  (as  he  sakl)  to  maintain  no  com^iecce  whick 
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w««ld  nem  to  iMolt  the  delicate  coodiict  of  bb 
wife  towards  him. 

While  he  gave  thu  old  lady  such  slroDg  marks 
of  gradtode,  she  repaid  them  with  usury,  though 
d»  was  ignorant  of  diis  behaviour,  and  made  him 
master  of  her  strong  box,  which  was  even  better 
replenished  than  that  of  Velasques :  as  she  had 
Ktrencbed  her  housekeeping  during  her  widow* 
bood|  she  put  it  again  on  the  same  footing  on  which 
it  bad  been  in  the  liietime  of  her  first  husband : 
she  increased  the  number  of  her  servants,  filled  her 
stable  with  horses  and  mules ;  in  a  word,  by  hei 
generosity,  the  chevalier,  who  was  the  poorest, 
became  the  richest  knight  of  Alcantara,  i  on  will 
ask,  perhaps,  what  I  got  by  all  this  ?  I  received 
fifty  pistoles  from  my  mistress,  and  one  hundred 
firom  my  master,  who,  moreover,  made  me  his 
secretary,  with  an  appointment  of  five  hundred 
crowns ;  he  bad  even  so  much  confidence  in  my 
integrity,  that  he  created  me  bis  treasurer. 

*^  His  treastnrer  !*'  (cried  I,  interrupting  Scipio 
with  a  loud  laugh.)  ^*  Yes,  Sir,  (he  replied  with  a 
dry  serious  look,)  no  less  than  bis  treasurer ;  and 
I'U  venture  to  say,  that  i  acquitted  myself  in  that 
employment  with  honour;  True  it  is,  I  am,  per- 
haps, somewhat  indebted  for  cash ;  for,  as  I  took 
my  wages  per  advance,  and  quitted  the  knight's 
service  suddenly,  it  is  not  impossible  that  I  may 
BOW  be  in  arreaJrs  s  at  any  rate,  it  is  the  last  re^ 
proach  that  I  have  deserved,  having  always  acted 
with  probity  since  that  time." 

I  was,  therefore,  (continued  the  son  of  Coscolina) 
secretary  and  treasurer  to  Don  Manriquez,  who 
seemed  as  well  satisfied  with  me  as  I  was  with 
him ;  when  he  recMved  a  letter  from  Toledo,  inn 
porting  that  his  aunt  Donna  Theodora  Moscoso 
was  It  the  point  of  death.  He  set  out  instandy  to 
see  that  lady,  who  had  been  a  mother  to  him  tor 
many  years;  and  I  accompanied  him  in  this  journey*. 
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together  with  a  valet  de  chambre  and  one  hicq\iey. 
Being  all  mounted  on  the  best  horses  in  our  stables, 
we  soon  got  to  Toledo,  where  we  found  Donna 
Theodora  in  such  a  condition  as  gave  ns  hopes  thai 
she  would  not  die  of  that  distemper;  and  truly  our 
prognostic,  though  contrary  to  that  of  an  old  phy- 
sician who  attended  her,  was  verified  by  the  event. 

While  the  health  of  our  good  aunt  was  re-esta- 
blishing, less,  perhaps,  by  the  remedies  she  took, 
than  by  the  presence  of  her  dear  nephew,  'Mr: 
Treasurer  passed  his  time  as  agreeably  as  he  could, 
with  young  people,  whose  acquaintance  soon  in-^ 
troduced  him  to  occasions  of  spending  his  money.' 
They  sometimes  carried  me  to  the  tennrs-conrt, 
where  they  engaged  me  in  play ;  and  as  I  was  not 
90  expert  a  gamester  as  my  master  Don  Abel,  I  lost 
much  oftener  than  I  won.  I  conceived  insensibly 
an  inclination  for  play;  and  if  I  had  entirely 
abandoned  myself  to  that  passion,  it  would,  doubt- 
less, have  compelled  me  to  take  from  our  cash 
some  quarters  of  my  allowance  per  advance  r  but 
luckily,  love  saved  both  my  own  virtue  and  my 
master's  money.  One  day,  as  I  passed  by 'the 
church  de  los  Reyes,  I  perceived,  through  a  lattice, 
tfie  curtains  of  which  were  withdrawn,  a  young 
maid,  who  s^med  rather  a  divinity  than  a  mortal. 
I  would  use  a  term  sdll  stronger,  if  there  was  any, 
to  denote  the  impression  which  she  made  upon  my 
heart  I  made  it  my  business  to  get  ioformatiott 
about  her,  and,  by  dint  of  enquiry,  learned  that  her 
name  was  Beatrice,  and  that  she  was  waiting-maid 
to  Donna  Julia,  second  daughter  of  the  Count  de' 
Polan. 

Beatrice  interrupted  Scipio  with  a  loud  laugh ; 
dien  addressing  herself  to  my  wife,  "  Beautiful 
Antonia  (said  she,)  pray  look  steadfastly  on  ine.* 
Don't  you  think  I  have  the  air  of  a  divinity?*'-^-' 
''  Tou  had  at  that  time  in  my  eyes,  (said  Sctpio  to 
her ;}  and  since  I  no  longer  suspect  your  fideKtyi' 
you  seem  to  me  (hirer  than  ever."    My  secretary.* 
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after  mcb  a  gallaut  repartee,  pursued  bU 
tbas. 

This  discovery  quite  inflamed  me:  pot  indeed 
with  a  leg^itiroate  ardour,  for  I  imagined  that  I 
sbould  easily  triumph  over  her  virtue,  by  presents 
capable  of  shaking  it ;  but  I  judged  amiss  of  the 
chaste  Beatrice.  In  vain  did  I  offer  ber  (by  means 
of  mercenary  women)  my  purse  and  affection  :  she 
rejected  my  proposal  with  disdain.  Her  resistance 
increased  my  desires.  I  had  recourse  to  the  last 
expedient,  and  offered  my  hand,  which  she  ac- 
cepted, when  she  knew  that  I  was  secretary  and 
treasurer  to  Don  Maoriquei.  As  we  thought  U 
convenient  to  conceal  our  marriage  for  some  time, 
we  were  wedded  privately,  in  presence  of  Dam^ 
Liorenca  Sephora,  governess  of  Serapbina,  and  some 
other  domestics  belonging  to  the  Couot  do  Polan. 
As  soon  as  I  had  married  Beatrice,  she  facilitate 
the  means  of  seeing  and  conversing  with  ber  at 
night  in  the  garden,  into  which  I  introduced  myself 
by  a  little  door,  of  which  she  gave  me  the  key. 
Never  were  man  and  wife  happier  in  one  another 
than  Beatrice  and  I.  We  waited  with  equal 
impatience  for  the  hour  of  rendeivous,  ran  thither 
with  equal  eagerness ;  and  the  time  which  we  spent 
together,  though  it  was  sometimes  pretty  long^ 
seemed  but  a  moment  to  both. 

One  nigbt,  which  was  as  fatal  to  me  as  the  oth^ra 
bad  been  propitious,  I  was  surprised,  at  entering 
the  garden,  to  find  the  little  door  open.  I  was 
flarmed  by  this  uojcommon  event,  from  whence  I 
conceived  a  bad  omen.  I  grew  pale  and  tremblp<], 
as  if  I  had  foreseen  what  was  to  happen ;  and 
advancing  in  the  dark  towards  an  arbour  where  1 
ifsed  to  converse  with  my  wife,  I  heard  die  voice 
of  a  man.  I  stopt  all  of  a  sudden  to  listen,  and 
my  ear  was  immediately  saluted  with  these  words, 
'*  Don*t  let  me  languish  tlien,  my  dear  Bqatrice! 
complete  my  happiness,  and  consider  that  your 
fortune  is  connected  with  it.*^   .  Instead  of  havi^jg 
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pA%i)ci9  to  hear  hip  to  an  end,  I  thought  tf^e 
was  DO  occasion  for  knowing  more.  A  jealous  tury 
took  possession  of  my  soul ;  and  breathing  nothing 
but  vengeance,  I  drew  my  sword,  aqd  went  hastily 
into  the  arbour.  '^  Ah  !  cowardly  seducer,  (cne4 
Ii)  whosoever  thoji  art,  thou  sbalt  sooner  deprive 
me  of  life  than  rob  me  of  my  honour."  So  saying, 
I  attacked  the  cavalier  who  was  talking  to  Beatrice* 
He;  put  himself  immediately  into  9,  posture  of  de* 
fence,  and  fought  like  a  man  who  understood  the 
art  much  better  than  (,  who  had  o^Uj  received  a 
few  lessons  at  Cordov^.  Nevertheless,  &w(^d^mfin 
as  he  was,  I  made  a  piish  which  he  could  not  parry,' 
or  rather  his  foot  slipt.  I  saw  him  fall ;  and  irnar* 
gining  that  I  had  wounded  him  mortally,  Qed  ^B 
fast  aj|  my  legs  could  carry  me,  without  answeric^ 
Beatrice,  who  called  me. 

"Tes,  really,  (said  his  wife,  interrupting  him,) 
I  called  in  order  to  undeceive  him.  The  cavalier. 
with  whom  I  conversed  was  no  other  than  Don 
Ferdinand  de  Leyva.  ThatnpblemaQ,  wholoivedp^y 
mistress,  Julia,  had  formed  a  resolution  of  carrying. 
h|er  off  by  force,  believing  it  impossible  to  obtain 
h^  by  any  other  means }  and  I  myself  had  given 
him  a  meeting  in  th^  garden,  tp  concert  yviui  him 
the  stepB  of  that  undertaking,  on  which  he  a^ifr^ 
me  my  fortune  depended  :  bu^  in  vain  did  I  call 
my  husband ;  be  avoided  me  as  a  wife  that  had 
been  unfaidiful  to  him." 

My  situation   at  that  time  was  such  (resumed 
Scipio)  as  rendered  me  capable  of  committing  ajuy . 
thing.    Those  who  know  by  experience  what  jea- 
lousy is^  and  to  what  extravagance  it  drives  th^ 
soundest  understandings,  will  not  be  surprised  a^t 
tl^e  disorder  which  it  produced  in  my  weak  braiA,. 
I   underwent  a  momentary   transition  from  oq^ 
extreme  to  another.    I  ft^lt  the  emotions  of  hatred 
succeed  those   of  tenderness,  which  I  had  ent^r,. 
tained  for  my  wife  a  moment  before,  and  made  an 
oath  to  abandon  and  banish  her  for  eyer  from  my 
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memory.  Besides,  I  tboagfat  I  had  killed  a  cava- 
lier ;  and  id  that  opinion,  being  afraid  of  falling 
into  the  hand  of  justice,  saffered  that  inconceivable 
anxiety  which  incessantly  pursues,  like  a  fury,  the 
man  who  has  done  a  bad  action.  In  this  horrible 
sitoation,  my  whole  care  being  to  escape,  I  did  not 
go  home,  but  instantly  quitted  Toledo,  having  nc 
other  baggage  than  the  clothes  on  my  back  True, 
indeed,  I  had  in  my  pocket  sixty  pistoles,  which 
were  a  pretty  good  resource  to  a  young  man  who 
proposed  to  live  all  his  life  in  service. 

I  walked  all  night  long,  or  rather  ran ;  for  the 
images  of  alguatils,  which  continually  haunted  my 
imaginadon,  supplied  me  still  with  new  vigour } 
and  the  morning  surprised  me  between  Rodiilas 
and  Maqoeda.  When  I  arrived  at  this  last  toWn, 
finding  myself  a  little  fatigued,  I  went  into  the 
church  as  soon  as  it  was  open,  and  after  having  put 
up  a  short  prayer,  sat  down  upon  a  bench  to  rest 
me.  I  began  to  muse  upon  my  present  situation, 
i^ich,  heaven  knows,  was  perplexing  enough;  but 
I  had  not  time  to  make  long  reflections.  I  beard 
the  church  echo  with  two  or  three  smacks  of  a 
whip,  which  making  me  conclude  that  a  carrier  was 
pasnng,  I  got  up  immediately  to  see  whether  or 
net  I  was  mistaken ;  and  by  that  time  I  got  to  the 
door,  perceived  one,  who  being  mounted  on  a  mule, 
led  two  more  in  a  leash.  ^^  Stop,  friend,  (said  I  to 
him,)  where  are  these  mules  going?"  "To Madrid 
(answered  he.)  I  came  hither  with  two  good  Do- 
minican monks,  and  am  going  back  myself.^' 

The  opportunity  that  offered  of  travelling  to 
Madrid  inspired  me  with  an  inclination  to  go 
thither.  I  made  a  bargain  with  the  carrier,  mounted 
one  of  his  mules,  and  we  pushed  forward  for 
Illescas,  where  we  were  to  sleep.  Scarce  had  we* 
got  out  of  Milqueda,  when  the  carrier,  who  was  a 
man  between  thirty-five  and  forty  years  of  age, 
thundered  out  church-singing  with  vast  vocifera- 
tion :  he  began  with  the  prayers  which  the  canona 
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ilDg  at  matins,  then  sung  the  Credo,  as  it  is  sung 
at  high  mass,  and  passing  on  to  vespers,  pronounced 
Aero,  without  even  sparing  the  Magnificat.'  AJ- 
though  the  rogue  stunned  me  with  his  noise,  I 
could  not  help  laughing,  and  even  encouraged  him 
u>  continue,  when  he  was  obliged  to  stop  and  take 
breath.  "  Courage,  friend,  (said  I  to  him,)  pray  go 
on ;  if  heaven  hath  given  you  good  lungs,  I  see  you 
don't  put  them  to  a  bad  use." — "  No,  indeed, 
(cried  he,)  I  am  not,  thank  God,  like  the  most  part 
of  carriers,  who  sing  nothing  but  infamous  or  im-^ 
pious  songs :  I  would  not  even  repeat  ballads  made 
upon  our  wars  with  the  Moors ;  for  these  are  things 
at  least  frivolous,  if  not  wicked."—"  Tou  have 
(said  I)  a  purity  of  heart  rarely  to  be  met  with 
among  muleteers:  with  this  extreme  delicacy  in  ' 
the  choice  of  your  songs,  have  you  likewise  made  a 
vow  of  chastity,  with  regard  to  the  young  wenches 
who  live  at  inns  upon  the  road  .'^" — *^  Certainly, 
(answered  he,)  continence  is  another  thing  on 
which  I  pique  myself  in  these  sort  of  places,  where 
I  mind  nothing  but  my  mules."  I  was  a  little 
astonished  to  hear  this  phoenix  of  carriers  talk  in 
such  a  manner :  and  looking  upon  him  as  a  man  of 
honesty  and  discretion,  entered  into  a  conversation 
with  him,  after  he  had  sung  his  fill. 

We  arrived  at  lUescas  in  the  twilight,  where 
alighting  at  an  inn,  I  left  the  care  of  the  mules  to 
my  companion,  and  went  into  the  kitchen,  where  I 
ordered  the  landlord  to  prepare  a  good  supper. 
This  he  promised  to  do  so  effectually,  that  I  should 
remember  I  had  lodged  at  his  house  the  longest' 
day  I  had  to  live.  "  Ask,  (said  he,)  ask  your  carrier 
what  sort  of  a  man  I  am.  Ecod !  I  will  defy  att 
the  cooks  of  Madrid  and  Toledo  to  make  an  olla 
podrida  comparable  to  those  that  I  compose,  t 
will  treat  you  this  night  with  a  ragout  of  rabbit 
dressed  in  my  manner,  and  you  shall  see  whether 
or  not  I  have  reason  to  boast  of  my  skill."  There^ 
apon,  shewing  me  a  saucepan,  wherein  there  was 
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U$  he  md)  ft  young  rabbit  abeady  minced :  ^'Ther^ 
(added  he)  is  what  I  intend  to  give  you.  When  I 
have  once  put  in  some  pepper,  salt,  wioe,  a  handful 
of  tveet  herbs,  and  other  ingredients  which  I  use 
in  my  sauces,  I  hope  to  serve  you,  in  a  little  time, 
with  a  ragout  worthy  of  a  judge." 

The  landlord)  after  having  thus  sounded  his  own 
praise,  began  to  dress  supper ;  and  while  it  was 
doing,  I  went  into  the  hall,  where  finding  a  kind  ot 
cpuch,  I  lay  down,  to  sleep  off  my  fatigue,  having 
had  no  rest  the  night  before-    In  two  hours  the 
carrier  wakening  roe,  said,  "  Master,  your  supper 
is  ready ;  coqie,  if  you  please,  and  sit  down  at 
table,"    There  was  one  in  another  room,  with  tiwo 
covers^  at  wbieh  my  fellow-traveller  and  I  sitting 
down,  the  ragout  was  served.    I  attacked  it  with  a 
greedy  appetite,  and  found  it  of  an  ejuiuisite  relishy 
whether  hunger  made  me  judge  too  favourably  of 
it,  or  that  my  satisfaction   was  the  effect  of  tll^^. 
cook's  skill.    We  had  alsq  a  plate  of  rojast  mutton  ;''<  ^ 
and  I  remarking  that  the  pfiirrier  did  honour  80.    v:^ 
this  last  dish  only,  asked  why  be  abstained  ftionii 
the  other.    He  answered  with  a  s^^ile,  that  he  did 
not  love  ragouts.    This  reply,  or  ra|h/?r  the  smile 
with  which  it  was  accompanied,  seeming  to  me 
mysterious,  <^  Yon  conceal  (said  I)  the  true  reaseo 
that  hinders  you  from  eating  the  ragout ;  pray,  do 
me  the  pleasure  of  letting  ape  know  il."    *^  Sinc^ 
you  are  so  curioos  lo  know  it,  (he  replied,)  1  wili 
tell  you,  that  1  have  loathed;  all  tbiese  sort9  oA. 
ragouts,  since,  in  going  once  from  Toledo  to  Cueo-; 
ca,  they  brought  me  for  supper  at  an  inti  a  bashed . 
cat  instead  of  a  rabbit,  and  that  gave  me  a  disgust 
a^  all  fricassees." 

TlijB  carrier  had  no  •  sooner  spoke  t^ae  wordfl. 
t^an,  in  spite  of  the  huogji^r  that  d/?voured  nae^  my 
appetite  forsook  me  all  of  a  siidden.     I  took  it  ir» 
n|y  bead  that  I  bad  eatjen  of  a  pretend^  rabbit, 
and  could  no  longer  look  ai  the  ragout  without., 
making  wry  faces.     My  companion  did  not  ciwe 
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ihe  of  this  conjectu^e,  When  he  told  me,  that  it  l^as 
a  common  thing  among  the  innkeepers  of  Spain, 
as  well  as  the  pastry-cooks,  to  sohstitate  that  quid 
pro  quo.  This  discourse,  you  see,  was  very  con** 
soling :  and  therefore,  1  had  not  the  least  inclina* 
tion  to  return  to  the  ragout,  nor  even  to  touch  tb« 
roast  meat^  lest  the  mutton  might  be  as  much  so- 
phisticated as  the  rabbit.  I  rose  from  table,  cursing 
the  ragout,  the  landlord,  and  his  inn ;  and  lying 
down  again  upon  my  tett^e,  passed  the  rest  of  the 
night  more  quietly  than  I  had  expected.  Ne^ 
morning  early,  aflter  having  paid  the  landlord  a5 
handsomely  as^if  I  had  been  extremely  well  treated^ 
I  departed  from  Itlescas,  my  imagination  stiH  8<^ 
fiill  of  the  ragout j  that  I  fancied  every  anims^ 
yi^hich  I  saw  ws(s  a  cat. 

I  arrived  in  good  tim^  at  Madrid,  where,  as  soon 
as  I  had  satisfied  my  carrier,  t  hired  a  small  room' 
near  the  Sttn-gatef.  Mme  eyes,  though  accustomed 
to  quality,  were  dazzled  by  the  great  concourse  of 
noblemen',  who  usually  appeared  in  the  court-end 
of  the  town.  I  admired  the  prodigious  quantity 
of  coaches,  and  ^e  infimte  number  of  gentlemeo^ 
pages^  and  lacquies  who  attended  the  great.  M/ 
adnSiratioQ  redoubled,  when  going  to  the  king's 
levee,  I  beheld  that  monarch  surrounded  by  his 
ciouYders.  I  was  charmed  at  the  sight,  and  said 
within  myself,  "  t  am  tkf  longer  surprised  at  what 
I  have  heard,  that  one  cannot  possibly  conceivo 
the  magnificence  of  the  court  of  Madrid,  without 
being  an  eye-witness  of  it :  I  am  overjoyed  at  my 
coding  hither,  where  I  foresee  I  Aall  be  able  to 
do  something."  All  that  I  could  perform,  howevcf, 
was  to  contract  a  few  unprofitable  acquaintances* 
1  gradually  spent  all  my  money,  and  thought  my- 
self very  Iticky  in  having  an  opportunity  of  bestow- 
ing myself,  with  StU.  my  tiient,  tipoti  a  pedant  irf 
Sftlsmattca,  whom  »  fiimily-afiair  bad  brought ,16 
Madrid,  where  he  wns  bom,  and  with  .whom  I  griw 
aequainteiBl  by  aecid^ot    I  fc^ame.  hi^  fa«-totattt 
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mud  when  he  returned  to  the  university  followed 
him  thither. 

The  name  of  my  new  patron  was  Don  Ignacio  de 
Ipigna ;  he  assumed  the  Don,  because  he  had  beeo 
preceptor  to  a  duke,  who,  by  way  of  recompeoce, 
settled  upon  him  a  pension  for  life;  he  enjoyed 
another  as  emeritus  professor  of  the  college ;  and 
lie  drew  yearly  from  the  public  a  revenue  of  two 
or  three  hundred  pistoles,  by  the  books  of  dogma- 
tical morality  which  he  printed.  The  manner  in 
which  he  composed  his  works  well  deserves  honour- 
able mention.  He  spent  almost  all  the  day  in  read- 
ing Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin  authors,  and  in  writ- 
ing upon  small  squares  of  paper  each  apophthegm 
or  brilliant  thought  which  he  met  with.  As  these 
squares  were  filled,  be  employed  me  to  string  them 
upon  wire,  in  form  of  a  garland,  and  each  garland 
made  a  volume.  What  a  world  of  bad  books  did 
we  compose  !  every  month  almost  we  finished  two 
volumes,  and  immediately  the  press  groaned  with 
tbem.  What  was  most  surprising,  he  published 
these  his  compilings  as  performances  entirely  new  ; 
and  if  the  critics  thought  proper  to  upbrsld  him 
with  having  pillaged  the  ancients,  he  would  answer 
with  most  haughty  assurance,  Furto  Isetamur  in 
ipso. 

He  was  also  a  great  commentator ;  and  there  was 
so  much  erudition  in  bis  annotations,  that  he  fre- 
quently made  remarks  on  things  scarce  worthy  to 
be  observed ;  and  sometimes  wrote  upon  his  paper 
squares  passages  from  Hesiod  and  other  authors, 
very  little  to  the  purpose.  That  I  improved  my 
understanding  in  the  service  of  this  virtuoso,  it 
would  be  ungrateful  in  me  to  deny.  I  brought  my 
hand-writing  to  perfection,  by  dint  of  transcribing 
his  works.  And  as  in  treating  me  like  a  pupil, 
mther  than  a  valet,  he  took  care  to  cultivate  my 
capacity ;  he  was  also  far  from>neglecdng  my  m<^ 
rm$.  ^*  Scipio,  (he  would  say,  when  he  heard  of  any 
piece  of  knavery  committed  by  a  servant,)  beware. 
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my  child,  of  following  the  bad  example  of  that 
rogue ;  a  valet  ought  to  serve  his  master  with  equal 
fidelity  and  zeal."  In  a  word,  Don  Ignacio  lost  no 
occasion  of  inculcating  virtue  in  roe ;  and  his  ex- 
hortation bad  such  good  eflect,  that  I  was  never 
in  the  least  tempted  to  play  him  a  trick  during  the 
fifteen  months  which  I  spent  in  his  house. 

I  have  already  observed,  that  Doctor  de  Ipigna 
was  originally  of  Madrid,  where  he  had  a  kins- 
woman called  Catalina,  chambermaid  to  the  prince's 
nurse.  This  waiting-maid,  who  is  the  same  whom 
I  since  made  use  of  to  procure  Signior  de  Santil- 
lane's  enlargement  from  the  tower  of  Segovia,  being 
desirous  of  doing  a  good  office  fen:  Don  IgnaciOy 
engaged  her  mistress  to  ask  a  benefice  for  him  from 
the  Duke  of  Lerma.  That  minister  granted  him  a 
nomination  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Grenada,  which, 
being  a  conquered  country,  is  in  the  gift  of  the 
King.  We  set  out  for  Madrid,  as  soon  as  we 
learned  this  piece  of  news,  the  Doctor  intending  to 
thank  his  benefactresses  before  he  departed  to  Gre- 
nada, I  had  more  than  one  opportunity  of  seeing 
and  speaking  to  Catalina,  who  was  pleased  with 
my  easy  air  and  gay  disposition.  For  my  part,  I 
found  her  so  much  to  my  liking,  that  I  oould  not 
help  making  suitable  returns  to  the  little  marks  of 
friendship  which  she  bestowed  upon  me.  In  fine, 
we  contratted  a  mutual  attachment.  Forgive  this 
confession,  my  dear  Beatrice ;  as  I  believed  you 
false,  that  mistake  ought  to  screen  me  from  your 
reproaches. 

Meanwhile,  Doctor  Don  Ignacio  preparing  for 
his  departure  to  Grenada,  his  relation  and  I,  fright- 
ened at  the  separation  that  threatened  us,  had 
recourse  to  an  expedient,  which  preserved  us  from 
that  misfortune.  I  feigned  myself  sick,  complained 
of  my  head  and  breast,  and  affected  all  the  symp- 
toms of  a  most  violent  distemper.  ]dy  master  called 
a  physician,  who  having  examined  me  with  care,, 
sincerely  owned,  that  my  distemper  was  a  verv 
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i^riouft  matter ;  aod  that,  in  all  likelihood  1  «hoiiM 
keep  itiy  chamber  a  long  time. 
•  The  doctor,  impatient  to  be  at  hts  cathedral,  did 
not  think  proper  to  delay  his  departure,  but  took 
another  yonng  man  into  bis  service,  leaving  me  to 
the  care  of  a  norse,  with  whom  he  deposited  a  sntn 
of  money,  to  defray  the  expence  of  my  foneral  if  I 
should  die,  or  to  recompence  my  service  if  I  should 
recover  of  my  disease.  As  soon  as  I  understood 
that  Don  Ignacio  was  gone,  all  my  complaints  va- 
nished. I  got  out  of  bed,  dismissed  my  physician 
who  had  so  mnch  penetration,  and  got  rid  of  my 
nnrs'e,  who  stole  more  than  half  of  the  money  witli 
which  she  had  been  entrusted  in  my  behalf.  White 
I  acted  this  part,  Catalina  performed  another  with 
her  mistress  Donna  Anna  de  Guevara,  whom,  by 
persuading  her  that  I  was  admirable  in  intrigues, 
she  induced  to  choose  me  for  one  of  her  agents. 
Madam  nurse,  whom  her  avarice  always  stimulated 
to  new  undertakings,  having  occasion  for  such 
people,  received  roe  into  her  ^mily ;  and  in  a  liftM 
time  put  my  abilities  to  the  -proof.  She  gave  me 
commissiofis  which  required  some  address;  and, 
vi'ithout  vanity,  I  did  not  acquit  myself  ami^s. 
Wbelf^fore,  she  was  as  well  pleased  witfi  roe  aid  I 
had  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  ^ith  hier.  This  lady 
was  so  covetous,  that  she  would  not  allow  me  the 
least  share  of  the  fruits  which  she  reaped  from  my 
industry  and  trouble.  She  imagined,  that  she  acf^ 
vrith  great  generosity  in  paying  my  wages  punctual- 
ly.  This  excess  of  avarice  would  have  soon  in^ 
duced  me  to  quit  her  service,  had  I  not  been  re- 
tained by  the  affection  of  Catalina,  which  kindling 
every  day  more  and  more,  she  proposed,  in  aformtd 
manner,  that  I  should  take  her  to  wife. 

*•  Softly,  my  dear,  (said  I,)  that  ceremony  cannot 
be  peformed  between  us  so  soon.  I  must  first  be 
isonvine^ed  of  tb^  death  of  a  young  W(Hnatt  who  got 
tte  staort  of  you,  and  to  whom  (for  my  sins)  I  ant 
dittrried.**    ''  Not  you  indeed,  (i^plifMi  Catalina  $) 
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^oa  only  ity  so  to  ^oticea!,  Id  a  poHte  niftno^r,  the 
relactaoce  you  have  to  wfed  me.**  In  vain  did  1 
protest  that  1  spoke  the  truth. ,  She  looked  upoti; 
my  sincere  confessioti  as  ^  shift,  titid  being  offended 
at  it,  chanced  her  behavioiii'  towards  ihe.  We  did' 
not  quarrel,  but  pur  fcorrespbndboce' visibly  cooled,;  ^ 
8iod  We  no  lokiger  Vetatned'  for  One  aiiOther  an^ 
other  sentiments  Aan  thosse  of  decency  ahd  com- 
mon regard. 

At  this  juncture,  I  heard  that  Signior  Gil  Bias 
de  Santillane,  secfretary  to  the  'priMe*  minister  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  wanted  a  lacquey :  and  thii 
place  flattered  me  the  more,  as  it  was  represented 
the  most  agreeable  one  that  I  could  possess.  "  Sig* 
nior  de  Santillane  (said  people  to  me)  is  a  person 
beloved  by  the  Duke  of  Lerroa,  and  of  consequence 
cannot  fail  of  pushing  his  fortune  a  great  way :  be- 
sides, he  is  very  generous ;  so  that,  in  managing 
his  aflairs,  you  will  effectually  improve  your  own.'* 
I  did  not  neglect  this  opportunity.  I  went  imme- 
diately, and  presented  myself  to  Signior  Gil  BlaS| 
for  whom  at  first  sight  I  felt  a  growing  inclination, 
and  who  admitted  me  into  his  service  on  account 
of  ray  physiognomy.  I  did  not  hesitate  in  quittinir 
the  nurse  for  him ;  and,  if  it  please  heaven,  be  sbail 
be  my  last  master. 

.  Here  Scipio  finished  his  history ;  then  addaessioR 
himself  to  me,  '^  Signior  de  Santillane,  (said  he,) 
pray  witness  for  me  to  these  ladies  that  you  have 
always  found  me  a  zealous  and  faithful  servant.  I 
have  need  of  your  testimony  to  persuade  them  that 
the  son  of  Coscolina  has  purged  his  morals,  and 
that  virtuous  sentiments  have  succeeded  his  vicious 
inclination." 

**  Yes,  ladies,  (said  I,)  this  is  what  I  can  answer 
for:  if  Scipio  in  his  childhood  was  a  real  picaro,he 
has  corrected  his  conduct  so  well  since  that  time, 
that  he  is  now  the  model  of  a  perfect  servant.  Far 
from  having  cause  to  blame  his  behaviour  towards 
me,  I  must  own  that  I  lie  under  great  obligations 
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to  bim.  The  night  on  which  I  was  apprehended, 
t0  be  carried  to  the  tower  of  Segovia,  he  saved  Irom 
pillage,  and  secured  a  part  of  my  effects,  which  he 
night  have  appropriated  to  himself  with  impnoity. 
He  not  only  preserved  my  money,  but  also,  through 
pure  friendship,  came  and  shut  himself  up  with  me 
in  prison,  preferring  the  melancholy  pleasure  ot 
sharing  my  sorrows  to  all  the  charms  of  liberty." 
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,     I     I  1. 

HAVE  ciready  observed,  tl^&t  tbere  wkr  gteai 
humofiy  beli^eeti  Antonia  and  Beatrice ;  the  last 
being  Qted  to  live  like  a  gnbmisriTe  waithg-woman,' 
«tid  the  other  habituating  helrsielf  to  act  the  ttiii-; 
tten.  Sc^io  ilnd  I  weiie  hu^bandi  of  too  much 
gtHantrjr,  aifid  lloo  well  beloved  by  car  wives,  to 
be  long  without  children :  they  grew  pregnant  tJ-' 
mo«t  at  the  same  time.  Beatrice,  who  was  tli^ 
first  delivered,  brought  into  tbe  word  a  giirl ;  and 
a  few  days  aAer  Antonia  crowned  R^y  happiness 
in  bringing  forth  a  boy.  I  sent  my 'secretary  tb' 
Vafeheia  with  thh  piece  of  news  for  the  governor^ 
who  tune  to  Lirias  with  Setajihina,  and  the  Mar- 
cMotiels'of  Pli^,*  to  vtand  god-mothers  to  tke 
childMti,  beiiyg  pleased  to  add  t)iis  token  of  iffec- 
tiMi  to  tboae  I  had  alrek^  krcetved.  *  M^tOii. 
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wboie  god-&ther  aod  god-motber  were  that  noble' 
man  aod  the  marchioness,  was  christened  Alphonso; 
and  my  lady  gOver«lm„vriII$if  tUkt  I  should  have 
the  honour  of  being  doubly  her  gossip,  stood  with 
BM  for  Scipio's  daughter,  to  whom  we  gave  the 
name  of  Seraphina. 

Not  only  the  people  of  my  family  were  rejoiced 
at  the  birth  of  my  son ;  the  inhabitants  of  Lirias 

SiewTsf  q^lebr^tep  H  bry  leasts^  Whidi  showed!  that 
e  whole  village  partook  of  theiMnasler's  pleasure. 
But, alas!  oar  i^(fictagawer^*lMcSloag duration' 
or  rather,  tfiey  were  all' of  a  sudA  flSnverted  into 
groans,  coroplainti,'  and  lainentsftluiH  by  an  event 
which  more  than  twMty-yeiirs  have  not  been  able 
to  make  me  forget,  and  ^ifTch  will  ever  be  present 
to  my  thoughts :  my  son  died,  and  his  mother, 
though  safely  delivered,  soon  followed  him ;  a  vio- 
lent fever  robbed  .roe  of  my  de^  wife,  fourteen 
months  after  we  hafl  been  married.  Let  the  reader 
conceive,  if  possible,  the  sorrow  with  which  I  was 
irise^.  I  fell  into  a  state  of  stupid  dejection ;  and 
felt  my  loss  so  mm;h,  that  I  seemed  ifmv$  hisensi* 
ble.  I  was  in  this  condition  five  or  six  days,  dur* 
ing  which,  I. would  take  ao  sustenance ;  and  bad  it. 
not  been  for  Scipio,  I  believe  I  shoald  either-  b^ve 
let  myself  die  of  hunger,  or  have  lost  my  reason 
entire^  ;  but  that  dexterous  secretary  fiHiod  means 
to  beguile  my  grief,  by  conforming  himself  to  it  * 
he  made  me  swallow  broths,  by  the  art  of  presenting . 
them  with  such  a  mortified  look,  as  if  he  gave  them 
not  so  much  with  a  view  pf  preserving  my  life,  as 
of  nursjuff  my  affliction* 

This  aSectionate  servant,  having  written  to  Don 
Alphonso  an  account  of  my  misfortune,  and  tfaa 
deplorable  situation  in  which  T.  was ;  that  tender 
and  compassionate  nobleman,  that,  generous  friendi 
repaired  immediately  to  Ziirias*  .)  qannot,withopiC 
being  melted,  recall  the  moment  in  which  he  pre- 
sented himself  to  my  view :  *<  My  dear  Santillane! 
(said  he,  embracing  me,)  I  am  not  come  hither  to 
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cMtole  you ;  I  am  come  to  moarn  with  yoa,  for 
Antoniii,  as  voo  woald  moarn  with  me,  had  fate 
robbed  me  of  my  Seraphina."  In  eflfect,  be  shed 
tears,  and  mingled  his  s^hs  with  mine :  so  that, 
overwhelmed  as  I  was  with  sorrow,  I  had  a  lively 
sense  of  Don  Alphonso's  goodness. 

This  governor  having  had  a  long  conference  with 
Sdpio,  about  the  means  of  vanqnishing  my  grief^ 
tiM'y  concloded  that  I  must,  for  some  time,  be  re« 
moved  from  Lirias,  where  every  thing  recalled  in- 
cessantly to  my  mind  the  image  of  my  poor  Antonia, 
Upon  this,  Don  Caesar's  son  proposed  to  carry  me 
With  him  to  Valencia,'  and  my  secretary  seconded 
him  so  well,  that  I  yielded  to  bis  proposal.  I  left 
Scipio  and  his  wife  at  my  house,  every  part  of 
which,  indeed,  served  only  to  increase  my  affliction, 
and  set  oat  with  the  governor.  When  I  arrived 
at  Valencia,  Don  Ciesar  and  his  daughter-in-law 
spared  nothing  to  divert  my  chagrin  ;  they  enter- 
tained me  by  turns  with  all  the  amusements  that 
seemed  proper  to  dispel  it;  but,  in  spite  of  all 
their  endeavours,  I  continued,  as  much  as  ever, ' 
plunged  in  the  most  profound  melancholy.  It  was 
not  Scipio*8  fault,  that  I  did  not  resume  my  tran- 
quillity :  he  came  often  from  Lirias  to  Valencia,  tt> 
know  how  I  was,  and  returned  sad  or  gay,  as  he 
perceived  me  more  or  less  disposed  to  receive  con- 
solation. 

One  rooming,  entering  my  chamber,  **  Sir,  (said 
he,  with  great  emotion,)  there  is  a  report  in  the 
city,  which  interests  the  whole  kingdom  ;  it  is  said 
that  Philip  the  Third  is  no  more,  and  that  the ' 
Priace  his  son  is  now  upon  th&  throne ;  nay  more, . 
(stdded  he,)  that  the  Cardinal  Duke  of  Lerma  has 
lost  bis  post;  that  he  is  even  forbid  the  court,  and  ; 
that  Don,  Gaspard  de  Guzman,*  Count  d'Olivarea,  : 


*  Don  Oaspnrd  de  Guzman,  Duke  of  St  Luear  ^ 
Barameda,  ai.d  Count  de  Olirarez,  upon  the  death  of 
Pliilip  the  Third,  and  disgrace  of  the  Cardinai  Duke  oft 
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if  worn  prime  mioigter."  I  felt  ^aystlf  vgitaled  ^ 
thif  piece  of  ntwti  without  knowing  wher^fort  | 
i^d  dcipio  perceiving  it,  asked  if  I  wat  any  bow 
affected  by  thig  great,  cjiange  ?  ^  Why  shouU  it 
affect  me,  my  child  ?  (said  I.)  I  have  quitted  the 
court,  and  ought  tp  look  with  iodi^erence  upon  all 
tbe  changes  thai  cao  happen  there.*' 

*'  For  a  man  of  your  age,  (replied  the  son  of 
Coscolina,)  you  are  verv  much  detached  from  the 
world :  were  I  in  your  piacci  I  should  have  a  loog^ 
ing  desire  to  go  to  Madrid^  and  show  my  lace  t» 
the  young  monarch,  to  see  if  he  woul4  remember 
m»\  this  is  a  pleasure  in  which  I  would  iodu%9. 
myself/'  **  I  understand  thee,  (said  I ;)  thou  woulfUl, 
have  me  return  to  court,  to  try  fortune  anew,  or 
rather  to  grow  ambitious  and  covetous  agpfin*** 
**  Why  sliould  your  morals  be  corrupted  f  (aiiSrWfc<» 
ed  Scipio :)  have  more  confidence  in  your  own  yir* 
tue;  J  will  answer  for  your  conduct^  Uie  wrbole- 
some  refleciioos  which  you  made  upon  the  court, 
during  your  disgrace,  will  screei)  you  from  tbe 
perils.of  it ;  re-embark  boldly  upon  a  sea,  the  shelve* 
of  which  you  are  so  well  acquainted  with."  *'  Peace, 
flatterer !  (said  I,  intexruptiDg  him  with  a  smile,)  art 
thou  tired  of  seeing  me  lead  a  quiet  life  t  I  thought 
thott  hadst  a  greater  rc^rd  for  my  repose*" 

Ifx  this  part  of  our  coqversationi  jPon  Caesar  and 
his  son  coming  in,  coufirined  the  news  of  the  King'a 
death,  as  well  as  the  Duke  of  Lerma's.  misfortune ; 
they  moreover  told  rae,  that  tltis  miuister  having 
afked  leave  to  return  to  Rome,  it  was  refused,  and 
he  was  ordered  to  repair  to  his  marquisate  At  Denia; 


Lcrma,  became  prkne  minister  to  Philip  the  Fourth,  aod 
enjoyed,  at  one  time,  the  posts  of  ^reat  cbamSerlaiii, 
high  chancellor  a(  the  Indies,-  treasurer-eroerat  of  Arra- 
con,  supreme  counsellor  of  state,  chief  master  of  the 
beriie,  captain-gcneraJ  of  the  whole  Spanish  caTalry,  and 
governor  of  QmpHacoa. 
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iktB,  «s  if  they  bad  been  in  concert  wiib  my  .feere^.: 
tary,  they  advised  me  to  go  to  Madrid,  aod  pnesiAll^ 
myself  to  the  new  King,  since  I  was  known  to  him, 
and  had  even  done  him  such  service  as  the  great 
always  recompence  wjtli.  pleasure.  ^'  As  for  my 
part,  (said  Don  Alphonso,)  I  don't  doubt  but  he 
will  be  grateful,-  and  that  Philip  the  Fourth  will 
pay  the  debts  of  tfae  Pritice  of  Spain.?'  "  I  am  oi 
the  same  opinion,  (said  Don  Caesar,)  and  look  upon 
S»iitniaaeii  jonrjiey  lo  coUri  a&  ati  occM(9ftfi>r>  Mm 
t»  arrive  at  ^reat  preferment" 

^^'Traly^  gentlemeoy  (cried  I,)  you  don't  cpqtider . 
vriiaC  you  say :.  io  hear  yom  one  would  think  I  had 
nodiing  to  do  but  repair  to  Madrid^  in  order  to  havie  f 
the  golden  key,  oi-  some  governqient,  conlerred 
iipoi^  me:  you  are  mistakes ;  I  a«),on  the  eootraryt 
perMndedy  that  the  Kiog  wduld  take  no  nolke<^. 
n/y  person,  were  I  to  pretest  myself  to  hi^  view  s  l. 
will  do  it,  if  you  desire,  in  order  to  disabiise  yott»" 
The  troblemea  of  Leyva  took  me  at  my  word,  apd. 
I  could  not  kelp  promiaog  that  I  would  immedi-: 
ately.set  out  for  Madrid,    As  so6n  as  my  socreM^li 
saw  me  determined  on  the  jouroeyt  he  felt  an  iii|«. 
moderate  joy :  fae  imagioed  that  I  aboold  no  soonec: 
appear  before  the  new  monarch,  than  that  prhioo 
would  disdagubh  me.  in  the  crowd,,  and  load  me 
with  honours  and  wealth :  thereupon,  feeding  bis. 
fancy  with  the  most  splendid  chimeras,  he  raised, 
me  to  the  first  offices  of  the  state,  and  preferred 
himself  by  tbe  help  of  my  elevation.  . 

I  got  ready,  therefore,  to  return  to  court,  n^t 

with  a  view  of  sacrificing  again-  to  Fortune,  but  to^ 

satisfy  Do»  Caesar  and  Us  son,  wlio  imtiginedtbat. 

I  diould  sooo  poltoess  the  &vour  of  my  sovereigw^ 

True  it  is,  I  myself  felt  at  bottom  some  desire  of 

trying  if  .the  .'young  pdoce  would  know  me  again  s 

attracted  by  this  enaotion.of  cajrionty,  without  bope» 

or  design  of  reaping  any  advootage  from  the  mm 

seign,  I  departed  with  Sdpio  for  Madrid,  leaving 
I  t  Vol.  III. 


Ml  AOffiNTURES  OF  OIL  BLAS. 

tht  care  of  my  house  to  Beatrice,  who  was  an  ex- 
oeBetit  ecoQOiBist. 


CHAPTER  n. 


Wa  gamed  Madrid  in  less  than  eight  dajrs,  Doo 
AlphoDso  having  accomiiiodated  ns  with  two  of  his 
best  horses,  that  we  might  make  the  greater  des- 

ritch ;  and  we  alighted  at  a  famished  bouse,  wliero 
lodged  before,  beloogiog  to  Vincent  Forrero,  my 
old  landlord,  who  was  very  glad  to  see  me  again. 

As  this  was  a  mati  who  piqued  himself  upon 
knowing  every  thing  that  happened,  both  at  court 
alid  city,  I  asKed  if  there  was  any  thing  new.  ^A, 
great  many  things,  (answered  he.)  Since  the  death 
of  Philip  the  Third,  the  friends  and  partisans  of  the 
Cardinal  Duke  of  Lerma  have  bestirred  themselves 
to  maintain  his  eminency  in  the  ministry ;  but  their 
efforts  have  been  ineffectual :  the  Count  d'Olivarea 
has  got  the  better  of  them  alL  It  is  said,  thai 
Spain  loses  nothing  by  the  change,  and  that  the 
new  prime  minister  has  a  genius  of  such  vast  ex- 
tent, that  he  is  able  to  govern  the  whole  world : 
heaven  preserve  him !  What  is  certain,  (added  he,) ' 
is,  that  the  people  have  conceived  the  highest  opi- 
nion of  his  capacity ;  and  we  shall  see,  in  the  end, 
whether  the  Duke  of  Lerma  is  well  or  ill  replaced." 
Forrero  having  thus  opened,  gave  me  an  account 
o[  all  the  changes  which  had  been  made  at  coort 
HUce  the  Count  d'Olivarez  steered  the  helm  of  die 
monarchy. 

Two  days  aftar  my  arrival  at  Madrid,  I  went  to 
court  in  the  afternoon,  and  put  myself  inthe  King's 
way  as  he  went  into  his  closet;  but  he  did  not  look  . 
at  me.    1  returned  next  day  to  the  same  place,  but 
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BOt  feaore  fortundte^  The  third  time,  he  cait 
his  eyef  upon  me  as  he  passed,  but  seemed  to  take 
Hoiioticeormy  person;  wbereupoD  I  came  to  a 
delernunatioD^  and  said  to  Scipio,  wboaccompaaied 
m^f  ^^  Thou  seest  that  the  King  does  Dot  remember 
me  $  or  if  he  does,  has  no  mind  to  renew  the.ac** 
ipiaintance :  I  believe  it  will  not  be  amiss  for  us  to 
§eX  out  upon  our  return  to  Valencia."  '^  Not  so 
fa«t,  Sir,  (replied  my  secretary :)  you  know  bettsv 
than  I,,  that  success  at  court  is  only  to  be  obtmoed 
hy  patieQce:  don't  cease  showing  yourself  to  the 
Prince  ^  by  dint  of  perseverance  in  appearing  before 
him,  you  will  oblige  him  to  consider  you  more  at-* 
fentively,  and  to  recall  the  features  of  Us  agent 
with  the  fair  Gatalina*" 

r  That  Scipio  might  have  nothing  to  reproach  me 
with, '  1  had  the  complaisance  to  continue  the  same 
conduct  during  three  weeks ;  and  one  day,  at 
lei^th,  the  ipotiarch,  struck  with  my  appearance, 
^ered  me  to  be  called  in;  and  1  entered  bis 
doset  not  without  great  disorder,  to  find  rayseh 
tete^artete  with  my  sovereign.  "  Who  are  yon  P 
(said  he ;)  I  reoiember  yaur  face,  but  cannot  recoV 
ibct  where  I  have  seen  yoo«!'  '^  Sir,  (answered  I, 
trembling,)  I  had  the  honour  to  conduct  ybur  ma«* 
jesty,  one  night,  with  the  Count  de  Leroos,  to.the 
koose  of  '^     "  Oh !  I  remember  it,  (said  the 

Prince,  interrupting  me ;)  yon  were  secretary  to  the 
Duke  of  Lerma,  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  your 
•ame  is  Santillane.  I  have  not  forgot  tliat  yon 
ierved  me  with  abundance  of  zeal  on  the  occasion, 
and  that  you  was  very  ill  rewarded  for  your  pains  t 
was  not  you  imprisoned  for  that  adventure?" 
^  Yes,  Sir,  (said  I,)  I  was  six  months  in  the  tow^p 
of  Segovia,  from  whence  your  goodness  delivered 
me.'*  *'  That  (answered  he)  does  not  acquit  me  of 
<lie  obligation;  it  is  not  enough  to  set  you  at  liberiy, 
I  ought  to  recompense  you  for  the  mi^ortune  whiek 
you  suffered  for  love  of  me.*^ 
Just  as  the  prince  had  pronounced  these  words^ 


M 
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At  CmiU  d*01imrtt  entered  the  dxmu  k  twi 
ki  takes  innfange  at  every  thing:  he  w«e  itttODtihed 
^  10  fiud  a  strang;er  ibere  f  and  the  Kmg  redoubled 
hit  sarprite,  in  saying  to  hiai|  ^'  Caanf,  I  reooiiH 
OMod  thia  yoang  man  to  yoa ;  enploy  him  in  some 
shape  or  other,  and  take  care  of  his  advancemeiit*'* 
The  minisieff  a&tted  to  receive  thu  order  with  a 
gracious  look,-  ^eiog  me  firoBi  bead  to  foot,  and 
very  ansioiis  to  know  who  I  waA.  **  CSo,  friend, 
(said  the  monarch  lo  me,  making  a  sign  fer  me  to 
retire,)  the  Goaot  will  not  fail  to  employ  yoa  i^  aa 
advantageous  manner,  both  fiw  my  service^  aad 
your  own  interest." 

I  iroaaediatdy  qaitted  the  closet,  and  r^ioed 
the  Son  of  Coscolina,  who,  eitremely  impatient  to 
know  what  the  King  bad  said  to  bm,  remained  in 
iter  utmost  agitation.  He  asked  me  forthwitfai 
whether  we  must  return  to  Valencia  or  stay  at 
court?  «^  Thou  shalt  judge,"  (said  I :)  tbea  I  ovcf^ 
whelmed  him  with  joy,  in  reconnttng  to  him,  wonA 
Gmt  word,  die  short  conversation  which  I  had  witb 
di»Sing*  ^  My  dear  master,  (said  Seipio  to  mOp 
when  he  had  heard  it,)  will  yon  dtstrost  my  almanaoa 
again?  Confess  that  the  Lords  of  Leyva  aad  I 
we^  not  td  blame  in  exhordng  you  to  take  a  trip 
,  to  Madrid.  I  already  see  you  in  some  emiaent 
part :  yoa  will  become  die  Calderona  of  Goua< 
d'OUvarei."  '^  That  is  not  at  all  what  I  wish,  (sidd 
I9  imerrupting  him ;)  I  have  no  amUtion  for  a  place 
which  is  environed  with  so  many  precipices.  I 
would  rather  have  an  empIo}rment  in  which  I  shocrid 
have  no  occasion  to  do  injustice,  or  carry  on  m 
^ameful  traffic  of  my  prince's  favours  i  after  tbo 
use  I  made  of  my  past  credit,  I  cannot  be  too  miichr 
ttpoa  my  goaM  against  avarice  and  aarbitiati.^* 
^  Come,  Sir,  (replied  my  secretary,^  the  minister 
will  give  you  some  good  poet,  wtucn  you  may  iH 
wilboot  ceasii^  to  be  an  hooest  man." 

More  urged  by  Scipio  than  by  my  own  curiosity^ 
I  went  next  day  to  the  house  of  Coqnt  d'Olivafet. 
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bifoe  iOQ^iie,  hmag  been  infomieil  thnt'etery 
tfioniuqpt  iii  stimiiier  and  wtmer^  he  gave  audjenoe 
by  eaadSb-ligbt.  I  modestly  took  my  staitian  in  ihtf 
cotBff  of  the  hall,  from  whente  L  narrowly  obrtHwi 
the  CoDHl  when  he  apt)eaied ;  lor  I  had  but  a  w*l 
ferfieial  vietr.  of  him  in  the  Eing^s  closet  2  be  waa 
taller  than  the  Middle  site,  and  might  have  passmi 
fcr  a  fat  men  in  a  cohntiry.  where  we  see  nose  aik 
aMil  hut  lean  people :  his  shonldera  were  so  high^ 
Oml  1  thought  him  honcb-backedy  thongh  he  waa 
not  !B0 :  hia  liead,  which  was  eatremdy  large,  hnng 
doam  upon  hk  breaat;  his  hair  was  black  and 
straight,  his  yisag)e.loag,  his  codmleKiMi  of  ad  oli?e' 
Oaiauri  his  moaiii  saiik  in,  and  bis  dun  pealmd  ahd 
Ittiied  upwards  at  the  end.^ 

AXl  this  together  conld  ndi  make  a  ^veij  faand^ 
sime  appearaace  ;*VietrerthelcsSy  as  I  beBcnred'  him 
la.be  WW  disposed  tooiafds  me,  I  looked  npoa  him 
wilh  a  favoumble  eye,  and  even  foand  himagiaa» 
able.    Trae  it  is,  he  tcraled  every  body' widh  an 
aftUe  aad  pleasant  Air,  and  very  gracionsly  iw^ 
oeifcil  the  measorikls  which  weire  presented  to  htm  ^ 
attd'dhi*  Meined*  ta  siipply  tbepleiee  of  a  goad  par- 
sfai«'   Meanwhile^  when  I  advancM  in  my  torn  to' 
selnlahini,  and  make  nmelf. known, 'Ik  darted '«(• 
niHie  imd  dnmieaiog  feok  at  me ;  'then  toranig  his 
back,  iHteat'fkigaing  tolHMLr  me,  returned  into', 
hi^  doset    I  nofW'tkeught  him  more  ngly  than  he 
waaaat&fally,  went  ant  of  the  hdl  very  much  cckn 
fspttded  at  saeh  aaa  oafiMroarable  r^deption,  and'cKd^ 
not  know  what  to  think  of  the  matter. 

>Bavibjr  fejain^l  ficspioy  who  wahed  ftrnw  atlbe 
dMi)  A<  Dost  thoa  know  (said<  I)  whait  maeption  I  * 
hafe  met  with  f"    ^  No,  (answeted  he;}  bntitia' 
noCdUBcnte  lo.gnesat  the  auotslerv  .ready  to  •ceiii-' 
feanii  bimsilfi  to.  the  plaasurh  of  bis  peinoe,^  has 


*  It  was  probably  on  account  of  this  disadrantageoos 
be  eommonly  gave  an^encs  from  his  coach, 


ignre  that  be  eommonly  gave 
er  rseeived  people  sittbg. 
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dmiMeM  ofmd  you  tome  eonsideniUe  enmlajf^ 
■mt'*  *^  Tbere  yo«  mre  mistaken/'  (I  replied  A 
telUiig  Urn,  at  the  tame  ttme,  in  what  raamier  1 
iad  been  received.  Having  listened  attentively^ 
he  said,  '<  The  Connt  most  have  forgotten  yoa,  or 
■Uftaken  you  for  somebody  else :  I  advise  yea  to 
wait  on  bin  again,  and  1  am  sure  he  will  treat  yoo 
wkh  another  sort  of  look,"  I  followed  my  seere-' 
taey*s  advice,  and  presented  mysrif  tbe  second  tine 
hefcre  the  minister,  who  treated  me  still  worse  than 
the  irtt,  frowned  at  me,  as  if  the  sight  of  me  bad 
giaren  him  pain,  tamed  his  eyes  anodier  way,  and 
retired  withoot  speaking  one  word. 

I  was  toadied  to  the  quick  by  his  behkvioar,  and* 
tempted  to  depart  immediately  for  Valencia :  hot 
tUs  Scipio  did  not  fail  to  oppose;  b^iog  unwilling 
to  renoonce  the  hopes  which  |e  had  conceived*' 
*  Dost  thoa  not  see  (said  I  to  him)  that  the  ConiH- 
wants  to  remove  me  from  court  .^    The  King  has 
esprassed  to  him  some  regard  for  me,  and  that  is 
soficieiit  to  bring  upon  me  the  Aversion  of  his  la^ 
voorite;  let  ns  yield,  my  child,  let  os  yield  with'n 
good  grace  to  the  power  of  such  a  formidable  Ibe.^ 
'*  Sir,  (answered  ne,  incensed  against  the  Comit 
d'Olivarex,)  I  would  not  so  easily  quit  my  ground; 
I  would  go  and  complain  to  his  mafesty  of  the 
Ittde  regard  which  the  minister  diows  to  his  re* 
commendation."  <'  Bad  counsel,  ray  friend,  (said  I ;) 
if  I  should  take  that  imprudent  step,  I  would  soon 
repent  it ;  nay,  I  believe  I  run  some  risk  in  tarrying' 
in  this  city." 

My  secretary  began  to  weigh  these  words,  and 
considering  that  we  had  actually  to  do  with  a  mafr 
who  might  make  us  visit  the  tower  of  Segovia,  h?' 
panook  of  my.fimr,  and  no  longer  opposed  my  do- 
sho  of  quitting  Madrid,  from  ifriienoe  I  resolved  to 
move  the  very  next  day. 
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CHAPTER  in. 

Ob  '  my  return  to  m  v  lodging  I  met  my  old  frknd 
Joieph  JNavarro,  clerk  of  the  kkcben  to  Don  Btl^ 
Ibatar  6t  Ziiniga.  I  went  up  to  him,  saloled  himj 
and  aske^  if  he  knew  me,  and  if  he  would  still  be 
so  good,  as  to  speak  to  a  wretch  who  had  repaid 
bb  frieodslup  with  ingratitude.  *^  Ton  confess  theit 
(said  he)  ^at  you  huve  not  used  me  extremely 
well  f '  ^*  Tesy  (answered  I ;)  and  you  have  a  righl 
to  load  me  with  reproaches :  I  deserve  them  all,  if 
I  have  i||^^^Jready  expiated  my  crime  by  the  re^ 
morse  wluCh  ^ttended  it"  *<  Sinoe  you  have  fe» 
pented  ofi^qpa  fault,  (replied  Navarro,  embracing 
me,)  I  j^mt  im  I4|^r  to  remember  it**  I,  on  my 
part,  ly^gH  JoMk^  my- arms ;  and  we  resumed 
ourJ^er  i[k>tii9^^ 

Jle  bad  heoU  a(  n^imprisonment,  and  the  dis^ 
grfber jiqf  my  alur^,^  but^was  ignorant  •f  what  fol^ 
l^#%d  N  infoiVMl  Um  of  all,  and  even  recounted 
"^m  him  the  coavendan^ had  with  the  King ;  not 
conceding  the  bnTf  e^epdpn  I  had  met  widi  frbnf 
tlb  1i^M|{tler,  no  m/Sfji  V^^py  design  of  retiring 
aitaiirdi'mv 


aftaiir  d)*  my  solitndet  ^IfBtivare  of  going  thither, 
(&d  he  4  *ince  our  m^hj^duiis  exprmed  a  friend*' 
ship  lb#.yoQ,  it  must  cestaimjikbe  of  some  servicer 
B#ween!||^ott  and  me,  the  Gtant  d'Olivares  has  -m 
very  singular  disposition,  and  is  fall  of  whims :  ber 
sometimes,  as  on  this  occasion,  acts  in  a  very  an«^ 
accountable  manner ;  and  nobody  but  himself  bai^ 
the  key  of  his  irregular  behaviour*  Finally,  wbad*- 
ever  reasons  he  may  have  for  receiving  you  in  thisf 
manner,  stick  dose  to  the  business;  he  will  nol^ 
binder  you  from  profiting  by  the  prince's  bo'unnr ; 
diis  is  what  I  assure  you :  I  will  mention  it  this 
evening  to  Signior  Don  Balthaxar  de  Zuniga,  my 
master,  who  is  uncle  to  the  Count  d'Olivares,  and' 
shares  widi  him  the  cares  of  government."    Na- 
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Ttrro  baving  told  me  this,  asked  a  direction  to  my 
lodging :  and  so  ve  parted. 

It  was  not  long  befoVe  I  saw  liim  again.  Coming 
1o  me  next  day,  '*  Signior  de  Santillane,  (said  he,) 
IWi  kave  a  proleclor  in  my  master,  who  wiHfavooi 
3(011  with  Ms  support.  On  aeooant  of  the  good 
phairaclcr  vhieh  I  g^ve  of  yon,  he  has  |^ronised 
10  Speak  in  your  behalf  to  his  nephew  ^  Comit 
d'Oitvam,  whom  I  hope  he  will  prepossess  in  yont 
fcvour*^  My  friend  Navarro,  who  did  not  serta 
mo  by  ha)v«s,  iotrodnced  roe  two  dyys  after  to 
Don  Baltfaaiar,*  who  said  to  me  with  •«  courteous 
laokf  **  Signior  die  SantiUane,  yoar  nriend  Joseph 
has  apoke  sm  wdi  of  you,  as  to  engaar  tMi  in  your 
HSleeast^"  I  aoade  a  profound  bow  to  Signior  de 
Smnigm^  and  answerM,  that  I  should^ll  my  Kfh 
Imre  a  JIvdy  .sense  of  the  obiigPtioa  I  ^  tinder  to 
Navarra,  for  having  procm*edjj^r  me  dk  pfotectioQ 
of  a  minister  who  was  jissdy  Wylajl  tl#  light  ^the 
cmuiail*  Don  Bakliaiar,  >tt  ib^  Atiering*;*e|9^, 
dapl  ma  Ott  *  the  sfaouldery  sa^s^with  a  si^ito,^. 
f  liott  may  go  again  io-morroi^M'the  levee  bfUlik 
Count  d'Otivanea,  with  UMl^om  1^  ^1  be  ^^etter 
satisfied  than  before/'    ^      >.  ^ 

I  appeared,  therefor$^!the  third  dme,  if^ftfi  ^ 
prime  minister;  who,/hairfng' distingukbe^  me  id 
the  crowdi  hoooaned  nie  wfA  a  smiling  look,  hdm 
vbeace  I  conceived  a  good  omen.  **  Thta  gpea 
veil,  (said  I  to  myself  f)  the  imcie  has  made  fiie 

3how  Jhear  rekson/'  I  now  expected  a  fovoaf^ 
I  reception ;  and  my  expectation  was  fulfilled  : 
tbo)  Coanc,  after  having  'given  modience  to  evety 
badlyf  sent  for  me  to  bis  doset,  where  he  said  to 
aMi  with  a  faasiKar  airy  ^<  Friend  "Santillane,  forgive 
qMif^M*  having  dvowd  diee  into  perplexity  for  my 


1^ .  Dob  SsKMsr  de  Uniga, .  Gaunt  ds;MDnffcms^ 
vtAt  cQZKupiMDdcir<Qf  htQD4  gofverooc  to  PhUij^.tb^  Faartbi 
Kin^  of ,  Spain,  arabass^dor  at  Rame  and  Vienaaf  and 
lyiesidaDt  or  fire  Italic  CoUhdL 


Afenioii;  I  pheaied  myWt\t  witb  ^vlng  itm 
kuMifittft^  in  order  tO' try- thy  pfudeoee,  «bd  Btfe  wb«i 
thou  WDUIdtt  do  id  thy  tliA^ridb  1  iahh  douU 
that  thliii  thoughtett  I  Was  digj^eittiMl  witb  Ihe^l 
bat,  on  the  contrary,  itiyokrldi  I  bwu  !  haVe  i 
iMitg  to  thy  person;  Though  tht^lSitig,  niy  inastdH 
had  iM>l  Ordered  ttie  to  tahe  ^al-e'oT  thy  fcNl»n«^  I 
fhotild  have  d4>na  it  through  piife  io^lioatioit.  Be^ 
tides,  my  ant le  Don  BaltUatar  d«£imlgti,  to  trhottl 
Tcatl  refttse  nothing,  has  dMii'ad'nIe  to  lodt'  upott 
thee  as  oneibr  ^om  he  later«^sibittiseir:  ttAi'4i 
Moogb  to  deaernfine  aii^  in  thyrstvoor/'  Thii  d«^ 
ekradon  made  sacti  a  Strang  ItttpfeisiM  'upM  my 
senses,  that  they  Were  quite  ^isord^red.-  I  lhrtf# 
myself  at  the  feet  oC  the  midistir,  if  h^  having  bid 
me  rise,  vreni  On  in  tjiis  oianiter:  '<  Come  hithoir 
again  t^k  aiVernoon,  and  t^fl  for  my  sifi^strd,  #bo 
hrili  impart  to  thee  th«  orders  I  shall  give  him.*^ 
So  tfayiitg;  his  excelloney  went  oat  to  hear  tmMi 
as  ht  uMal>y  did  erarf  day  aket  iMvihg  gitett 
Mdience }  iiiid  lh<^ii  Mpaired  X(k  <he  Khig^s  Tev^/' 
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I  WD  net  fail  to  it\M^  i#  the  aAMioon,'  and 
call  for  the  steward,  whose  nanh^  was  DoiK  Ray^ 
mond  Capdris.  I  no  sooner  to}^  Inm  my  na^, 
tbatt,  sahithfg  me^^itb  ^ti^  d^moMtrations'  of 
T^apt^t,  "Sigmor,  (saM  he Jfollbw  mcf,  irvoii  pleafsai 
I  wilPeoAduct  ybu  10  the  aptfrtm^m-  whitb  is  ddi* 
fentfd  for  v<)ti  m  this  hotts^/^  *  9^  s^in^,  fief  cttrrvM 
ttte  by  a  little  s«air  to  a  nmga  of  five  or  she  room^ 
wMcii  composed  the  ^l^ood  sftory  of  oito  wing  of 
'  tf^  hous<^,  and  which  were  very  plahily  ^rMh^. 
«^iis  (said  h«)  Is  ttofr  t^dgiiig  ^hich  his  g»Me  itj^ 
p6fimafer'T0i^;  tod  h^  yoo  willhliv^  ftttbkfiHiil 
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4r.  omfTh  JQMnttviied  «i  bis  eiptocei  Toa  wil 
he.ftervfd  by  hi$  own  4oai9Stic«^  and  there  will 
ilwmys  he  i^  cpacb  al  your  oOfDoiaqd.  This,  is  not 
all,  (afkM  be))  hk  eiccelleacy  has  ordereS  roe  to 
lrea)t  yo|i  irith  the  same  respect  ai  if  yoa  was  of 
Iba  £MpUy  of  Gtmaa."  '*  What  the  deuce  is  the 
fieaoiog  of  all  ibis  i  (said  I  to  myself.)  How  atn  I 
to  tindepitaiMl  these  di^Btiiictioasf  is  there  not  some 
loi^iaf  at  botton  f  and  is  it  not  for  bis  divenion 
that  the  mioister  gives  me  such  honourable  treat*' 
Mentf "  While  1  was  ia  thin  uncertainty,  fluctuatiog 
betweni  hope  aptd  fepur,  a  page  came  and  told  ma 
Ibut  the  Gahiu  .wanted  me.  I  went  instantly  to 
hi^  fl^tce,  who  being  alone  in  his  closet,  "  Well, 
SaotiUaoei  {said  be,)  art  thoo  satisfied  with  thy 
apartment,  and  the  orders  which  I  have  given  ta 
IliMi  Raymaodi"  ^^  The  goodness  of  your  ^cd^ 
l^ncy  (answered  I)  seems  to  be  excessive :  and  I 
peeeive  it  with  fear  and  trembling."  '*  For  what 
nrimon  f  (said  he/)  Can  I  dp  too  nmch  honour  to  a 
m^'Whom  tb€  Sjsg  bas  recommended  to  my  cane^ 
No,  indeed :  I  do  no  more  than  my  doty  in  treating 
thee  in  an  honourable  manner :  be  not  therefore 
surprised  at  what  I  do  for  thee ;  and  be  assured, 
that  a  solid  and  splendid  fortune  cannot  escape 
thee,  provided  thou  art  as  much  attached  to  me  as 
thou  wast  to  the  JDuke  of  lierma.  But  with  regard 
to  that  nobleman,  (added  he,)  I  have  been  told  that 
ym  lived  .in  great  familiarity  with  him.  I  am  cu- 
rioui  to  know  how  you  two  became  acquainted, 
and  what  employment  you  exercised  under  that 
minister :  di/iguise  nothing :  I  insist  upon  hearing 
ii^  whole  truth."  I  then  remembered  my  perplex* 
iiy  with  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  in  the  same  case^ 
find  in  what  manner  I  extricated  myself:  and  this  I 
practised  again  very  successfully :  that  is  to  say,  in 
lay  narration  I  softened  the  rough  places,  and  pas^r 
fjd  slightly  over  those  places  which  did  not  much  * 
r^ouod  to  my  honour :  I  likewise  spared  the  Dak* 
m  Lenna ;  though  in  doing.otfaemrise  I  should  hava 
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b^tttfr  {^leafed  inj  heather:  As  tbt  Don  ildariftb'  de 
Cald^rot^,^  I  gave  him  db  quarter^  but  disclosea 
all  the  fine  strokes  which  I  knew  he  stiruck  in  tHe 
traffic  of  commanderies,  goVemoienjis,,  and  beni^, 
flees.  ■  ' ,  '  ^ 

'  **  What  you  telt  toe  of  Caldei'ona,  fsaid"the  mi- 
nister, interrupting  me,)  is  conformiable  to  scveraf 
memorials  which  have  been  presented  agaiiist  himj| 
atid  which  contain  heads  of  accusation  stiU  more 


P  liodrigo  de  Calderona,  aft^r  haTioj;  been  page  to  tjpfi 
ITice-ChaDcellor  of  Arragon,  entered  into  the  servioe  of 
iht  Duke  of  Lertna,   and  by  the  interest  and,  filvoUr  .6* 
«iut  BMoirter,'  which  be  enrrotted  ip  a  very'  partietriaa^ 
manner),  obtnioed  veiy,  eonqioerable  offioe&r    He  mts  tot 
of  ^1  made  gentleman  pf,  the  bedrchanibeE  to  the^KJnyi 
then  secretary  of  state :  some  time  after,  ht  receivc^d  tm 
collar  of  the  order  of  St.  Jago,  was  made  coi);imander  of 
Arcana,  and  creatfed' captain  of  the  Gei^rdan  gu^Hd.    6\icik 
^xtmofdinary  labour  be  could  not  bean?  with  m«<leMtk)hi, 
but  becoming  extremely  insolent  and  .)i<^tiou8,dMpiMl 
tke  most  powerful  grandees  of  Spain,  to  whose  tiatred  ^# 
Belt  a  sacrifice,'  after  the  dismce  of ''the  Cardinal  Buke 
«f  litrtna.    tta  was  artcsted^fiM  the  yfsttt  1^9,  and  tried 
on  an  impea<;bm«nt i ctntaining  - 160 . acudea 9 -a^idng  which 
were  sorcery  and  poisoning  the  Oueen :  though  these  two 
were  not  proved,  yet  he  was  condemned  to  lose  his  head ; 
and  being  alloweu  to  dispose  of,  by  will,  no  more  than 
two  thousand  ducats  of  alt  his  immense  wealth,  was  or- 
dered to  prepare  for  death.    He  was  afterwards  depriyed 
of  the  ensigns  of  knighthood,  and  conducted  to  the  place 
of  execution,  dressed  in  a  cassock  mourning  cloak,  with 
a  caul  of  frize,  and  a  cross  upon  his  breast    His  body, 
with  two  torches  on  each  side  of  it,  was  guarded  on  the 
acaifold  by  a  party  of  the  patrole  till  the  evening.  When 
a  great  number  of  priests  being  assembled  to  honour  hia 
remains,  they  were  dismissed  and  forbid  to  accompany 
the  corpse,  which  was  carried  without  any  pomp  to  the 
church  of  the  Carmelites,  according  to  his  own  desire. 
His  head  was  severed  by  a  stroke  upon  the  throat ;  be- 
cause in   Spain  none  but  traitors  receive  it  on  the  nedc 
behind :  ana  he  died  with  such  courage  and  decency,  at 
afiected  even  his  enemies  with  sorrow  and  Temorse. 


fn  ^YvrruBf^  or  fail,  m.^. 

t^cb  M  !!«•  opt  Ui  fruit  that  I  fofup4  Kpft  mm 

IQ  tt$  tower  of  Segovia^  wb^re  be  ^aji  the  canH 
^f  my  being  imprisooea  fpr  a  good  many  moDthi.* 
^*How  t  (cried  DIB  exqelleDcyJ  was  Dod  Rodrigo 
the  came  of  thy  imprisoDmeDt  ?  this  is  what  I  di^ 
not  know*  Doo  BalthaAi^,  to  irbom  Nayarro  r&- 
^onotea  ihy  history,  told  me  that  the  lale  Ki^g 
order^  tfiee  to  be  confioed,  as  a  punishmeot  fiur 
having  carried  the  Pnnce  of  Spain  to  a  snspected 
place  19  the  night ',  bu^  I  knew  no  more  of  tbe 
Latter  $  and  I  canU  conceive  what  part  Calderpof 
coald  play  in  the  piece.^^  ^'  The  part  of  a  Iqrt^ 
who  revenges  an  injury  received,"  (answered  I.) 
I  then  told  him  the  whole  adventare,  which  be 
taught  so  diverting,  that,  grave  as  he  was,  hf 
could  not  belp  laughing,  or  rather  weeping  wi|b 
mirth.  Be  was  infinitely  rejoiced  with  Calalitta, 
sometimes  niece,  and  sometiines  grand-daqghler,  as 
well  as  the  part  which  the  Dnke  pf  Lerma  acted  iq 
0ie  whole. 

When  I  had  finUhed  my  narration,  die  Cotmc 
dismissed  me,  saying,  that  be  would  not  fail  to  fincl 
SM  some  emplovmeot  next  day.  I  ran  immediately 
to  the  house  of  Zuniga,  to  thank  Don  Balthasaf 
for  his  ^pod.  Q%es,  and  to  tell  my  ikiend  Joeepfc 
f.oir  well  I  wai.with  the     ime  mimsiar. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

»  '  "  •  .  *  ♦ 

R 

As  soon  as  I  $aw  Joseph,  I  tbid  him,  with  soitie 
agitation,  that  I  had  a  great  many  things  to  coni- 
mnqicate ;  upon  which  he  carrfed  me  to  a  privati^ 
*  place ;  il^bere,  after  having  informed  him  of  what 
bad  happened,  I  asked  his  opinion  Of  the  matteii^. 
•*'liry  opinion  (answered  lie)  is,  ifhat  yon  ^re  ip  i\i^ 
Wtty  of  mafring*  a  vast  fortune  :'  every  tbidg  smlleij 
Apon  yod  r  you  are  agreeable  to  the  prime  minister  t 
and  another  thing  which  m^y  turn  pdt  to  ybdlf 
advMtage  ik,  that  I  dan  Ao  you'  th^  siame  'sendee 
#hi<ih  yon  received  from  my  uncle  MetchJor  de  \k 
Rond^,  ifheti  you  first  entered  the  family  of  \\ii 
Archbishop  of  Grenada.  He  spared  yotl  the  trouf)le 
6f  studying  the  prelate  and  his  principal  officers,  b/ 
dtydosihg  their  difitrent  characters  to  yod  at  once 
and  I  will,  after  his  example,  make  you  atqud^nted 
#ltH  the  C(5unt,  the  Coiintess  hi^'#ne;  dnd  Donna 
lf*Hi4  d^  G'u^mdtt,  the?r  only  diildf.    "        '  /    ' 

••••The  nilWiter  hkt  k'  quitk,  pfen^fnitlkijf  ^illus/ 
e»}>^ble  of  formih^  grand  designs;  Vik  sets  xxi^'liilf 
ihi  universal  m^n,  because  he  has  d  irmalVth^ctutt' 
4f  every  sciende,  arid  belieVes  hhnself  abt^  to  de- 
ckle otl  every  thing,  I^e  imagines  hlchself  i^  pro-' 
Ibund  lawyer,  a  gr^afi  captain,  ^ild  d  most  Ctn-- 
iammate  polhtcian.  Adfd  tb  this,  be  ii  sd  itatblS- 
dated  with  his  own  opinions,  thkt  be  always  fblTows' 
them  rather  than  thos^  at  others,  that  he  may  not 
s^nr  b^olden  to  the  understanding  of  any  matt.' 
ffetweeh  you  and  me,  this  d<ifect  may  have  strange 
co'nsequendes,  from  w'hich  hfeaven  pt-esefV*  the* 
mbnarchy'!  H^  'shines  in  th%  cduticil  by  <f  tratural^ 
e^dmence;  tliid'he  wout^  #rite  sfs  well  as  h^  s]peaksj' 
if;^  m  ofder  to  dignify  fats  style,  he  did  not  atfect 
ek^esstons  i^hrch'  render  it  stiff  and  obscure.  W 
is;  lyesides,  ttery  whlmsiicaflp  cdprfciou^.  and  cbl-* 
iif«?r?cal.    Sbmudiforhts  h!»dd'.  A's  to  ms  heart,  Uf' 
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it  generout  and  friendly.  He  is  said  to  be  no* 
dictive :  but  what  Spaniard  is  otherwise  ?  He  is  also 
iccnsed  of  ingratitude,  ki  bein^  the  occasion  of 
exiling  the  Duke  d'Uzeda  and  the  Friar  Lewis 
Aliaga;  to  whooi^  people  say,  he  bsal  great  oU^- 
tioDS :  but  this  is  pardonable ;  the.  desire  of  being 
prime  minister  prevails  over  every  other  sentioieal! 

"  Donna  Agnez  de  Zuniga  a  Vflasco,  Couotesg.^ 
of  OUvarez,  (continued  Joseph,)  is  a  lady  who  has 
no  fault  that  I  know,  bnt  that  of  selling  her  favowra 
at  a  high  price.    As  for  Donqa  Maria  de  Guimaiiy 
who  is,  without  contradiptiQa,  this  day  the  richest 
match  in  Spain^  she  is  an  accomplished  young  lady, 
and  the  idol  of  her  father^  mqidel  your  behaviour 
ai^cordiogly ;  be  assiduous  in  making  your  court  ta 
these  two  ladies,  and  app^  still  more  devoted  tt^ 
the  Count  d'Olivarez  th^n  jou  was  to  the  Duke 
of  Lerma  before  your  joiirpf^  to  Segovia }  in  whic^ 
case  you  will  cert^nly  becofi>e  a  personage  of  rank 
^d  power. 

,  ^*  1  likewise  advise  you  (added  he)  to  wait  upoQ 
my  master  Don  Balthazar  from  time  to  time; 
though  you  have  no  need  of  him  for  ypur  advatise- 
meot,  don't  fieglect  him }  be  has  a  very  good  opi- 
mion  of  you  at  precept:  preserve  his  friendship  aq4 
esfeem,  which  may  be  of  service  to  you  upon  soo^ 
occ^sipn^  or  ptben"^'— '*  J^s  the  unc]e  and  the  nephew 
(aaid  t\  are  both  concern^  in  t|ie  ministry,  is  tfaere^ 
no  jealousy  oetwe^n  the  tw  colleagues  f " — "  Ou. 
the  contrary,  (answered  he,)  they  live  together  in 
t){e  greatest  harmony.  Had  it.  not  bi&en  fojr  Don. 
Bjaltlj'az^r,  t|)e  Count  d'Olivarez,  perhaps^  wcmld 
not  nave  beonprim^  minister :  for,  in  short,  after, 
the,  de^  of  I^ilip  the  Third,  all  Uie  friends  and 
p^rtizajjis  of  the  bouse  of  ^andoval  (Bserted  them-:, 
selves  very  tnuch;  some  in  favour  of  the  Cardinal, 
i^qd  others  in.bt^alf  of  his  son;  ^ut  n^y  master, 
w.^D  wa^  the  mos^  subtle,  among  the  courtiers,  and 
the*  pount  ^s  (^unping  as  he,  brpke  all  their  mea- 
svifei*  aiicll  ^ok  such  effectual  siteps  to  secnre  that 


fthce^  tlut  thmr  mimigooiflU  w«re  quifl^i^ltd^  Xbd 
CottDt  d'01ivafei»  when  he  became  ouolMeri  ibired 
the  admiiiBCvatim)  wkh  hk  uiioie  Doa  Baitblixiuri 
tb  mhom  he  \e&  die  care  of  fortign  affairs,  reseirw 
iDg'  all^  dom^fiiic  conc«niftto.hiip4df :  80  ihat,,lqr) 
tbeie  iiiea08,,itreDgtb«aiDg  itbe  ties  of.frieadstiipi 
i|U||bH^g^'imtarally  to  unite  personsi  of  the  same 
jjMTlr  mil  I  tmo  i|pblemeii,  iodfqfw^d^nl  of  ow 
ttotber, live  in  ^uch  fj^foi  carneepandenpeaA  ta iM 
seems  imal(erablf»"      t*'  ,  .     ,  «. 

/  S«ch  was  tl;|i<  convetsatioo  I  bad  with  Josefib) 
by  whose  kiforimati^in  looped  to, profit;  after  wbich^ 
I  went  to  thank  Sf^nior  ae  ZuAiga  for  bis  gQodnes(t 
towards  me.  .^Jii  told  )n»  very  politely  that  he; 
wodld  seii||^^ry  «ecasioo  q£  befriending  me»  and- 
thai  he  imiitvy  ffad  to  fibd  me  ss^sfied  with  his: 
oephew^  to  whom^  assured  me  .he  would  speak 
again  m  my  fanroo^  resolving,  at  leas^.(he  said>)  tp 
cosvince  me  that^  had  my  welfare  at  neart;  aad 
that  instead  of  one  patr'op»  I.  had  tW4).  -  It  was  thus 
that  Don  Balthatar,  out  of  frieiijidsbip  for  Navarro^, 
nierested  Jiiaiself  in  my  behalf. 
.  That  very  evening  I  quitted  my  hired,  room,  ta. 

fa  and  lodge»at  the  prime, minister's  hoase,  where} 
supped  with  Scipio  in  my  own  apar tmeau  Tbeijei 
we. were  served  by  the  domestics  i^f  the  family^ 
who, I. while  we  ate  our  victuals  .wijtb  an  affected 
gnvity^  laughed,  perhaps,. witbii),  themselves,  at.  the, 
reupe^t  which  tbey  were  fommMded  to  show,r 
When  th^  tabte  was  uocov^ned,.  an4^  they  were  re-. 
tieid^  my  seeretary,  laying  aside  ,bis  constcainti' 
said  a  tliousand  diverting  things,  which  Uis  gayj 
didposilion  and  sanguine  bope^  iaspiDed^  i  Aji.  for. 
itMv.akheiigb  oveqoyed  at  the  brilliant  sitttatioQMi. 
ilkbkkjl  smP  myself,,.!  felt  .myself. no  longer  disti 
peted  tp.bed^Mled  by  it,;  but  going. to  bed«  sJkpCi 
saflndiy,/ wiitfaoutygiting  way  to  the  agreeable  ideas- 
wikh  which  Lmight  have  entertain^  mv.faney;i 
whereas  the  ambitious  Scipio  leiyoyed  littfe  repose,. 


bavpaiMil  half  of  tlie  n^;hi  in  boanCng  tip 
itrikm  portion  of  bit  dmu^ner  Serapbina« 

i  bad  scarce  got  on  ny  oloibes  next  monung^ 
when  I  wmt  tent  for  by  bit  grace ;  who,  wben  1 
came  before  biin,  etid  to  me,  *^  Welly  SaDtiUaacw 
kit  at  tee  a  toecimea  of  wbat  thoo  canit  do :  iho« 
tayett  tbe  I>uke   of  Lerma.   employed  iby  aa 
abridging  meiapriak :.  I  bave  got  one,  wbiqinj^.^ 
land  for  thy  fine  qttayv    Tbe  tubject  of  it  b  thiT^ 
it  mntt  be  a  performance  to  prepotsesa  the  pnUin 
ip  fi| vour  of  my  miDistry*    i  have  already  privmtaly 
ipread  a  report,  tbat  1  foand  a^irt  in  very  gveat 
<Keorder:  tne  butinett^  therefore,  is  lo  expose  ta 
dw  eyes  of  both  caart  and  city  tbe  misecaUe  coo*.- 
dition  to  which  the  monarchy  it  Wdfped.    We 
matt)  on  this  subject,  draw  a  pictufij -^ibidi  will 
tarike  the  people^  and  hinder  thim  fftm  vegnioaaffi 
tile  lots  of  my  predecettor.    Afier  that,  yon  aMial- 
aaiol  the  meilsare^  which  I  havp  takeato  aender 
bit  majesty's  reigi^  gtorioat,  lips  domiaiont  flou* 
risking,  and  hi|  taints  perfectly  happy/' 

His  grace,  having  «poke  iochiB  inanncc,  gave  me 
a  paper,  oontmoHig  the  Just  cauact  the  nation  had 
ta^omplainof  tlie  precedingadminlstfatioii,  summed 
ap  in  ten'  artieiet ;  the  leatt  of  which,  I  rememi>er^ 
was  tufficient  to  alarm  all  good  Spaniards:  ihea 
shutting  aie  in  a  closet  ac^otning  to  his  own,  bm 
feft-me  to  work  at  liberty.-  I  began  to  compose  my 
memorial  as  well  at-  i  coald.  I  first  of  all  de<> 
scribed  the  bad  conditioR  of  the  kingdom,  the 
finances  exhausted,  the  royal  revenue  engrossed  by 
partizans,  and  the  niatine  entirely  rained.  I  then 
dtaiodstraied  the  iaolts  commttted  by  those  who 
bad  governed  the  state  under  tbe  last  mga^  and 
the  terrible  coneequences  which  might  pracaed 
Aom  theae  faults.  In  shorty  I  represented  ikm 
monarchy  in  danger,  and'  so  sharply* censured  th^- 
fbrmer*  minislerv-  3lat,>: according  to  my  memorial, 
the  loss  of  the  Dafceof  liierma  was  a>great  happi* 
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U0tt  ftr^Spmti.  • -Toi  tpiy  tiwtrbtb^  thtiugii  jiiha^ 
iMPHred  lio  rfe^ntmeat  agsaiBt  thatiHubkiDlin^'  Iwtf 
mt  lorry  to  dd  bim  this  food  (»ffiee«  iSocU  ifilie 
Atposition  of  man !  -^ 

'  In  fine,  after  a  fiHgbtfo)  pictore-  dt'  the:  aii^ 
fkntiMtf  <rhkli  ^bffetttmei  Spiiini^  t  efic«aregdl't|ie 
miods  of  the  people  by  makiiiv^  tiWto  diuMw  fair 
lio^oli  ik^fatora^  I  madetbeCWiinl  UHdlhrares 
^^peiik'KkQ  a  iftviodv  sfeat  ttwn,^eavw^  C^  lhefafertf> 
i»a  0f  fh«  state f'  I  priniiBed  .nwuntains.flofl 
iliitaclbar  i»  a  wordy  I  vnievedl  •#  ardl  -nttOt  the 
Vievcs^of  the  new  tDiDisten^iihat  kr^eemedfsmpriM^ 
•I  my  pf Hbrmiffice :  whkfti:  when  he'hsdillfekiiio  ria 
«tid,  <«'8iati«Uii«i»^'  (teid  he^)  dofctnlMii  ikoHwidNk 
tbou  hiaM  eompttoed'a  mofsii^w9irtkiy*€tinmetkmt(Mf 
^-Mitif*  I  Mn  not  gnrfinsed'  ikal:  tbelMluB  tf 
LecMia  amployed'thy  pM^^^thy-styie  u-wtfocltm,fwHi 
#Mii  elegaii«  ;'biit  i  think  k  i8:a  litdtf  tdotnMorslh^ 
li«  tl^e&fioiMed'oattfae'phioestwhiohtiip^Mi  nee  to 
Jhw  caste,  akeiriiif  tbeii»  with 'hii'tiWn' hand  r  aiid>I 
Wfiteivtfd,  by  iris  xoavctttkyaa,  tUiS"herjlovdd"(iS 
{Itiy^nrrb  ^liad  lold'  mtt):  oiysmiaei  'and  liir^inohdd 
«ipre^ons.  NbvertbekesSjthdogb  he  wtu  msoiwdd 
l»mvo  nobtodes*,  or  rktM  «ondek9  in  bis/dictifady 
be  |^*eserved  two^fah-ds  of  my  work  i  and^  ^osbodr 
bow  well  hewds  Satisfied'  with!  nijr  oapacky,  sent 
D6  me)  by  Don  Raymond^  three'  bcmdrod.plsioles, 
as  adMM  at  dinner.  .... 


i  OBAPTER  VL  : i      ? 

•Twis'  Ikvonf'  df  the  minister  funtisbed  Ekifrio 

«Hth  a^newupportnnityof  congfatulatim^  my  r^ 

\xita  to  courts    ''  ¥ob  s^  (sdlid  he)  tbaribitbii«>b«i 

Wat  desiffns  in  youi<  fiiirear:    Are  you  xiow  aonry 

hHrhiL^'ing  q«ritted  y^r  tolitudi^?  Long"life  to  <he 
K  Vol.  III. 


im  ABVBNTomBi  or  otL  u  Aa. 

fktam  dMMfaram!  be  is  quite  anodier  MNt  i)#4 
{Mtroa  thmn.  Iiis  pndeecttori  The  DqIub  of  LeiVMi 
ikoagh  yoQ  was  so  much  attached  16  him,  let  jmt 
languish  several  months  withdat  giving  you  out 
pinole ;  whereas  the  Count  has  already  bestovec 
■{MB  yoa  a  gradficatioa,  wUch  yoa  could  not  hai^ 
expected  till  after  long  servioe. 

<*  I  frish  padded  be)  that  the  Lords  of  Leyva  weie 
viaMSses  ot  the  happiness  which  you  enjojr,  or  at 
Beast  made  ac({uainiied  with  it^"--- ^<  It  m  time  m^ 
-deed  Ar  them  so  know  it,  (ajiswered  I,)  and  I  was 
|nst  going  to  talk  to  thee  about  the  matter.  I 
4onH  doubt  tliat  they  are  extremely  impatieBt  (o 
iKttr  from  me ;  bdt  I  waited  until  I  ^uld  see 
myaelf  settled  in  some  shape  or  other,  and  be  able 
ib  iufimn  them  positively  whether  or  not  I  shouU 
ntay  at  ooort.  Now  that  I  am, fixed,  thou  mayeit 
iet  out  for  Valencia  when  thou  wik,  tO\in|SaBm 
<lhose  noblemen  of  my  present  sitnalioo^  wbicbl 
look  upon  as  their  own  work,  since  it  is  certaii^ 
4hat  bad  it  not  been  for  them  I  should  never  have 
determined  vpon  my  journey  to  Madrid." — *'  My 
idear  master,  (cried  the  son  of  Coscolina,) .  bpw 
bappy  will  they,  be,  when  I  recount  to  them  wbai 
has'  happened  to  you !  would!  Were  already  at  tb^ 

Stes  of  Valencia !  but  I  shall  be  there  vefy  sooos 
Ml  Alplron8o'«  two  horses  wee  ready :  I  wiii  9H 
out  immediately  with  one  of  his  grace's  iacqaies»; 
for  besides  that  I  shall  be  glad  of  a  companion  on 
tiie  road,  you  know  people  will  be  dauled  by  the 
Kvery  of  the  prime  minister. 

I  could  not  help  laughing  at  the  ridiculous  vanity 
of  my  secretary;  though  vainer  still,  perhaps,  than 
he,  i  let  him  db  as  be  desirdd.  **  Go,  (said  I,) 
and  retnru  as  soon  as  possible ;  for  I  have  another 
imhiUislioft  to  give  thee:  tho^>  must  go. to  .the 
Aftarias  with  money  for  my  mother:.  I  bafe^ 
Aroogfa  negligence  let.  the  time  pa^s  on  wh^b  I 
fromised  to  remit  a  hsmdred.  pistoles  to  her,  and 
a^ieii  thou   uadectook  to  dejiver  with  (by  owu 


APvsNToras  or  <ai/  wja,  §m 

\mtA^  '  Tl*»»  tort  of  pramifiM  fivn  a  tMoaslit't* 
be.tfoi  Mdred,  tbat  1  upbraid  •lagnelf  witfa  My  wktk 
e£>paiictQftUty.*'-^*  Siif,  (auswered  iScipio,)  it»  six 
wveks  I  Willi  faring  you  aq  aco^vnt  j6f  bodi  iImmA 
coil|RMMM)|i$4  I  wili  o^Dvetse  with  tbe  Lardi  4if 
Ley  va,  inbe  a  loar  lo  y<wr<:oiilitrywhoiiit^  aad  i^ 
vteil  tbe  city  oCOvaedo,  wbkb  I  aeirer .laaieflibOT 
witbout  vWhi^  thriae  Ibiurths  aDd;4i  half  bf  iti 
iababitaati'  at  Abe  devikf .  U|k>n.  tbii  I  oeamed  am 
to.  tbe-^a  of  Cofodliba^ona  baaidlnad  pUtolatifbrtn^i 
notbtv'^  penaifUH  wUk  a  bui^dred  itogaforbiaMaH 
tbitt  be/migbt  agirt«ably  -parfi>nn  the  laa^  jooi«a^ 
^bicb  bi  bad  niMienahetti  :  c 

A  fewi  dayiv  aftarbia  departare,  tba- Count  iitai 
autf  m^merial  to  tbepHeBt ;  a»d  it  vaa  «»  aaaner 
pablifbed.  tban  U  becajne  tbe  inbjaiat.^ftan  eoDN 
Tetuiliott  iaJdadrid*  Tbe  paapte,  always. friaodb 
t»  aovelly,  were  charaiad  witb  tba  parnmnade; 
tbe  low  ebb  of  tbe  fioances,  wbicb  was  pafarted  U 
Uvriy  coloafai  iaceaibd  tbw  against  the  Dokei  o( 
Lenaa;-  and  if  tbe  strokes  of  tbe  qoiU  wbkb  ihirt 
ninisM  received  were  not  afplaaded  bv  metf 
body»  at  least  tbey  met  wiib  abuariancraf  ap|iroM 
batioa. 

As  fat  tbe  angoifieenfi  promise  made 'by  tbe' 
Coaal  dXMiWireK,  aad^*  among/  otbem^nlhat  of  de«>* 
frayiog  tbe  nalionbl  eipence  byia  pnkkat  eod^i 
noaiv,  ^tbout  incommodii^  tbe  sabjeeu^  tlwfy' 
dewed  the*  ctliteas  in  geHe^l^  and  oonfintied  lbe&* 
ip :  tbe  graiH)  opinieii  whidb 'tbey  bad  ahreadyeaK* 
teriaio^  ofi  his.  capacity;  so  fhat^ tbe. whole  dry'' 
efoiioed  i^ilb>bis  praise^    '   f     >    ."   - 

TIm  miniscer,  oiverpoyed  to  sde  tbe  aoaoqiplish4) 
ipeot  of  bis^aim^  wbicb  ila.lhat  fadok  bad^been  .ta> 
fl^eqabre  die  fmUicalleiidony  was  resokedto  deisenre 
it  ,it0Ktaidlyf  li|y  a  fcowideaJahla  actids^cwbUb* 
sb^d  be  servaoeable.ta^theEiagw  -  F«e  ftbbtnmH^ 
pqfe»  bebad^^eeontas:  ta  the  iameDtioB  of 'ihe^Elb- 
peror  Galba;  fbat  is^  d»,  make  those  #ho  lm< 
eqriebed  itbemselves^  the  Lord  knows  bo W^  in; 


/rnnsmtcm  fur  on/  BCAhi. 

of  dle<fit«ii€M,  regnrgc^'tlielr  wMfir 
Wli«D  hf  daflk  chrami  ftoooi  ibos^  lM«bes  tlM^  blood 
fldiidi  Ibey  b«l  iocbMly  and  AM  the  eoAvi^  of  die 
KJmgf  be  onleeiMk  m  prefcvve  it,  by  Mpftrewiiig 
ili  praibmv'Do^  ^^1*  ntBpikag  hwowni  as  weltai 
ibt  fprntHomuom  tb«t  ^imf^gitwdnf  of  ilie  King's 
mtbeqom.  .  'T«  Aieceed  io  this  tiMgd^  wbkb  b« 
tooM  mai  cKeboie  -widioit  dMhgl»; .  the  fece  of 
giinininwi t/he  employed  irte^m  com)H>Bifig  a  «e# 
^Minoiitlf  tbe  s«bitMk:r'*aiiilfdnn  of  vibicb  bi^ 
disiBitd.  He  iheli  abfoiiied  ne^to'viM  «i  nfiieb  Hi 
If  wold.  abMffe  the  orditwiy  sibiplteity  (»(  my  stj4e^ 
end  give  more  dignity  to  ray «lmreedoiie4  ^  Eh6ughj 
m^  laid,  {^td  i  ;>  -  yttor  <^eimewiy  sbril  bnve  the 
oileadKdend.tubliflie  wbkih>  yod  desire,^*  I  sbitt 
agrflrlf.up'ao  the  iMnedotetwher^Ihad  oempoMdl 
lie  liRit,  end  sheiW  fnent'toiworlt^  arder  •Ha^ng^  hK' 
Teked  tbd  .etp^wnt*  genint  ef'tbe^Archbisbiip'  ot 


)j!*begfiiRiby'OT|mfieepdfig,:tiMC'«re  «imiM'  aof  be< 
iMcaMiib  ikifretitvkkg  ilie>  moiM^y  WMeh:#«s  in^ 
lbe>ireatdryf  Ami  wbkb^egbi  t«*be«inpp)oyed  otily; 
m*t^^^i§mr^nAm»of  db«tirte^  M'  bc^ng  a'  sacred' 
fiindy  reserved  on  purpose  to  keep  the  eneiiMM  of 
Sdaiii  indwej  -Tbefi  I.ctemofietnfSid  to  theKi^ig, 
(m  tbe  Mtmerifli  was  addrdsaed  te  bM,}  that  to' 
lekm^away  allthe  pensions  add  grSsMcatioiia  with 
wUdi  tbe  revenoe  was  saddled;  be  sbooJd  tiot,  for' 
aH  ebot,  deprive  himself  of  the  plea^re'  of  reward-* 
ia|»aboae  sabJeoSB  sebD  ehouM  lAmrve  his  ftivoer ; 
sbice,'isntkoat..t(iaokiaf  hts-treasareyhe  Was  ia-a- 
condition  to  bestow  upon  them-great  reoMnpenees;* 
thkufor  tawe  be  bad  vlcerroyaMes^  gdvernMieats, 
oeden  df  kilighibAod,  toA  laiUiary  eaiptoybvetits; 
raa-ttiberaydomtoaiHleiies^iaikl  fMiriow 
tUlas^  inagistFaciekf  aand^  iiyilna)  sAf  sorU-^  betteJ 
fieaa^farWhaeelwhoiara  coaseeratad  to  the  ehuveb. 

(XiiiadsetDoeial^  lahkh  watf  miieh>)«i^  tbaa  ^ 
flnt)  ta^  asoitap  obar  three  day»{  aM  io^kily  f 
cadsposed  la  te  tbe  i&iste  ^of  avy  laast^ }  wHb,  4ndmg 


pborsrlmM  nit'WJth>««iiAii^4.  *  ^'  i  aiki,vitt»y.tfcM 
4MM&Ml.wkh  thU,.(9dkl  be^  poMtig  ta.lieiiMit 
fninlfl  ptftcM.;)  ^ba9eiare.iH'QO««tMiip«di0ifireMiiHHl 
C#iiilBgfi  firteodf  I  ferf«0  thaldiDti  ^ik  ibei  JC 
0re«l  setovifl^  :to  ««.:V  .neTetthaleiSi.  in,  f^tefdC  ikt 
9fmlAitte.a(  it^bii^b  boiUnatao  pncKlipil,>  hediUtBdl 
fail  to  re-loucb  tbe  memorial.  .  He  jimMM  fi  giM 
^iNtl  <»(  hi*  i^vHUy  «iid  iCMipbMda  pideei  oiVclaqaiMoe 
vJiicbtcbanned  tbe  Kwlgiand  ibe<vrtialeicoiirL>  Xh« 
otly  joined  te  Upprabatioat  cmilreived  a  iMppy  leneo 
c^  lb«  Ciiuirr»  and  flalteted  it^;tblittbe  Aionatehjr 
woiild,reaime>ita  anoitat  hmttcii  uuder  'the  0111111191 
Q^flOcb^agKiA.iiiaiii  .•    .    ^  •  .1   ;!  .  •    '  ,<'\ 

\  HU  ^xeeUeiifyy  »aecHig!tfaat:thi«  piece  dU  him  4 
gae«ir  deal  of  bononf ^  bRaa>tirUlingr<dHiir;IfabMUI 
it^p  aolMe>ifttit)  firomi  il^  in;  coMidieiatiia  bf  al]f^ 
abate  in  ihet  oMnpoattioli  tbe  atool'dingly  beslowiefl 
qpoD  Vfnti  apenaion^  of  five.bnndtfed  ordwa.apoi 
t^ -c0aM^iodary i  €»f  Caltik ;  wbiob  waa  ibei  noM 
^nepablf  to  mei  as  it  iraa  ootvidladly^  tbati||br 

*  .'         .      ■         I,*  ',*■!!        .        .  M    '     /  :    /HI      I 

•   •  •     ,i   1 1   <■'!■    f .  :M'^I    ■   '.     I    :'fi<    ..' 

»;     •    ,    '    I    I    .    •    ;    n-       I       M.    '        !i    I      ■    I  .  ,  r<  -    mI 
-I.".-.  .  •»   »j»    I    :  •     Ml  •■>•    I  '.    '        .  •  ■    .■     '    ..;    1  •/  . 

T       .       :>     CMAPTMUiVn.     :•      .  » 

Nothing  gave  more  pleasure  to  the'.Caply' 
tbta  toihnaw  the'cpinida  lihcphrithBifMiph  bf 
Mtdind.  -bad  al  his.coiidBGliiin.  tfie  mitnstrjrk.  Ha^ 
aabtd  meevaDy  d^  what  pedpleabid  oflnB^caMiq 
eaailniaialaiiiadi  Bpias^  wha  bipngbtihiaiiianriiBawti 
aaoouatoir^at  pasted. iiitbe^city.  •ThBy.adpcRiadli 
tQihim  eireiiy  teord  «bick*they  heaadfiflnd;  at.liai 
oadared  then  to  be  alncaM^  bis/aelfrUve  adilacad'' 
BQnaiuDea;  frclbe  p*opla  kurb  aaiiatoa^MnibMaf'v 
tOMrde  wbicb  kae.na  retpaolofipfnoae.  •  >        i   mm 

.Wbcn  ^'peiceired^thatJie  iteapIeaaedtfaMi 


40rnrroii&8  or<  on.  bus. 

I  «mploy»d  mywtf  every  irfbmMNi' in  going 
Ibpoblie  plMts,  and  joMag  oonvenatloiir  with  good 
mmipmy.  *  When  xkey  wjpSke  of  the  government,  I 
Ummted'mfk  ntietion ;  end  if  they  said  mny  thing 
ihel'deierved  to  be  re-told  lo  hU  exeelleDcy,  I  did 
Mt  fell  to  kiform  him  of  it:  but  it  tnavt  be  <rt>ierved, 
Ifant  I  never  reported  any  tiung  which  was^^kett 
la- hit  prejodkre. 

-  One  Aryv  at  I  returned  fifon  one  of  these  ptaoeii 
pmring-'by  tke  door  of  an  iMfpital,  I  fek'  an^ia- 
eKnaiioQ  to  enter*  I  walked  through  two  or  dirce' 
wards  fntt  of  tick  people  n^bed,  and  sonreyad  etiery 
timg  avottod  me.    Aniong  diete  nofoftnnate  peor 

tie,  whom  I  could  not  behold  wkboet  compassion, 
iwas  SIrock'witk  tlie  appearance  of  one,  who,  I 
IMievisd^  wsm  my  old  friend  and  comrade  Fabmio, 
That  I  mighi  haven  more  distinct' view  of  him,  I 
ippronehed  bis  bed-;  and  having  no  Iwa^ger  any 
aaaean aadoobt  that  it  wna  the  poet  Nqmet,  stop! 
mim  minutes  ta  consider  him,  witbont  fpenkji^; 
w^ple-lie,  reeoBeding  me  also,  eved  me  in  the  same 
manner.  At  length,  breakbg  silence.  ^^  Sue  (said 
1)  my  eyes  deceive  me  I  is  this  actually  Fabricio 
whom  1  meet  in  this  place !" — ^*  The  very  same^ 
(answered  he 'coldly;)  and  thou  hast  no  cause  to 
be  surprised  at  it.  Since  I  left  thee,  I  have  ever 
eierdsed  the  business  of  an  author :  I  have  com- 
posed romances,  comedies,  all  kinds  of  works  of 
genius.  I  have  run  my  race,  and  am  now  at  the 
hoi^." 

tl  anfiM  not  hdp  kngUng  at  these  words,  and 
stiB  mere  at  the  aerieua  ab  witb  which  they  were 
nlMsminosd.  <'How!  (cried  I^)  baa  thy  Mase 
bmngbt.ihee  So  this  place?  ba«h  she  niayed<thee 
tiiai  fvii^oas  trick  f'Wf  Tbon  sciest  it  is  ao  (he 
raalied  ;)<  diis  Imuae  is  the  retreat  of  many  a  wit 
inmo  hast  dene  well,  my  chiUI,  to  take  another 
read  f  bot  nseihinka  thon:  art  no  longer  at  coorl^ 
and  the  faoeof  thy aJUm  is  chaqged*  ^^Jy  I '^ 
spjio'hwre  heani  that  tbon  waH  iaaprisoned 
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hf  oniev  of  tbe  King."  ''  True,  (said  I^)  ^  cbm^ 
lag  situadoii  id  which  I  vas,  when  wo  parted^  in  te 
little  time  after  ww  followed  by  a  reverte  of  ib#- 
tane,  which  robbed  me  of  my  weakh  and  libarcyt 
neverthelessy  my  friend,  thou  seest  me  agaio^iD'a 
more  flourishing  state  ttban  ever."  ^'Tbatwiii^ 
possible !  (cried  Nuooea :)  thy  apparel  la  frugal  aiid 
plains  and  thou  .hast  not  that  vaid  and  iaaoieoi 
W  whkb  prosperity  usually  gives."  ^*  Mbfortnae 
(iipswered  I)  hath  purified  my  virtoe ;  nmd  >  I  have 
learned  in  the  achool  of  adyerslty  to  ea^  nchet 
with  n^erlOion.'* 

.'.^Tell  me,  then  (cried  Fabtlcio,  starting  «pi»« 
<raD9piort^)  what  may  be  thy  emfdoyment?  what 
hmriness  doH  thoa  foUkmr  ?  art  thoo.  not  'steward  toi 
some  rviaed  graadee,  or  i[^uleDt  widow  f"  '^I  hafrv 
arbettqr  post,  (l^jreplied^)  but  thou  mtist dispense 
witfamy  teliiag  thee  move  at  preaeat:  i  will  8atBsQr> 
thy  iQuciosity  lanothor  time:* I >. will  aow  ealy  left 
di^.Jmow  that  I  am  ia  a  coaditioa  .to  assist  thce^ 
or  ra|itiei;,t»  slake  thee  easy  for  life,  provided  thow 
wilt  proqiise  to  write  no  tnore  wioriia  of  geDim^' 
either  iQivenie  or  prose^  Dest  thoa  jbiA  thyself 
C4p9b)e.pf  making  suoh  a  sacrificed/to  me?'^  ^  I 
Itfiirfi  already  tmadk  it  to  hckaveti,  (said-  he)  duriag-a; 
severe  di8temf>er,  of  which  fain  jaals  oared*'  A* 
Poiaiai^an  Ihthetf  hlis  made  me  abfuse !  pioetry ,  as 
i|n  amnwrneat  n^bich,  if  not  crifluinal,  at  least  <!»» 
Herts,  the  nnad  •from^  the  rpursuit  of  wisdom  and) 
yiripe."    .  .     ..      . 

I  f<LcpngratulaletlieeymydeairNunlies9(aBHwered. 
I;)  but  beware  of  a  relapse."  ^  That  I  am  inadi 
ffajr  of^  (he  resumed:}  1  am  firmly  r^soWed.loi 
abandon  -the  Moaes:  and  whea^thou  cameat  iaioi 
the  ifardi  was.  just  composing^  an  eternal'  adieu  tdi 
tbem  IB  verse."  <<Mr.  FabrioiO|  (stiidiT^abakina. 
my  head^)  |I  don^t  know  if  tbe  ]>omiaicaa  and  I> 
didie  trust  to.  yoar'abjoratioo,  yon  seem  softtfionsly* 
•qchaiMed  by  these  learned  ckmselsw"  '*  Na^  •  iiO|j 
(^Qiwored  be,)  I  have  buoke  off  all  ooaaeciiasi^  iMt 
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•i  mty  Btore,  I  imve  cnticeiv«dl  an  aVfnAitf  fM 
dw'pbWic,  whidh  dues  ndt  deservif  thm  iinthonk 
tiMUid  cimsecralie  their  works  to  it :  I  should  be 
•ocrr  if  I  coald  produce  any  thinf^  timt    ufinld 

CNse  k.  Don^t  imffirtne  (continued  be)  that  thk 
fi^oagv  is  dictated  by  fmsston  :  I  speak  in  cotd 
fcimd;  1  eqiiaHj  despise  the  applause  and  hisses  of 
•p«^lic,  which  one  does  not  know  how  to'ma* 
It  is  so  capricious,  that  it  does  ndt  thifik 
lw«  UAyi  one.  way.  What  fools  are  those  dramaUc 
wAmm  w)t»  are  vain  of  che  success  of  their  per^ 
fennances!  Whatever  noise  they  make  by  theif' 
WMrehy,  if  ihey  are  brought  upon  the  stage  twertty 
IMfs  aAer,  <beV  ar^  (bt  the  most  part  very  W  re^ 
tfSiMed.'The  present  generation  taxes  the  past  witW 
wa«t  *f  taste,  atid' its  det^minations  are  contra«< 
diesfd  by  those  of  the  iiext ;  fi*om  whence  1  con-> 
dtidft,  Awl  fhos«  aathors  who  are  now  applauded 
#ill  b»  hissed  by  posterity.  It  ts  the  same  thing 
with  regard  to  romances,  and  other 'amusing  boohs, 
«hit)li^  <bmigh  at  first  ibey  noeet  with  geneHit  ap 
proboQDrt,  insBBtibly  eink  into  eontempt  That 
nooowf  thdrefete  whith  we  i<tap  fmm  the  gdod 
sfaccess  of  out  works,  is  nothing  hut  a  mere  cbi-' 
nersy  an  illusion  of  the  brain,  a  fireof  atraw  wMdi 
evaporates  ia  gmoke.*^  '     ^ 

•Thotwh  I  was  well  cooWncetf  that  tie  Amtinst 
palst^poke  this  fi^ampassioii  only,  I  '^id  Mi  scietil 
tbtpenesiVe  it,  and  said  to  him)  **  I  aafr  overjoyed 
to  find  thee  disgusted  with  the  belles  lettrea,  and 
ikdieaHy  cured  of  the  rage  lof  wnliiig.  Be  assured 
dxit  i  wili  itnMediately  procure  for  thee  an  employ-' 
mtvk  in  whkh  thou  awsy^t  ^rirk^  thyself,  wMieot 
brfag  at  a'great  expech^  of  g^nhia.*^  ^  So  imictr 
th^  better  !^ofi^  he.)  Ctenms  stihks  i«  My  nostrihi 
mail  dow^ look  udoti  It  as  the  most  fiit&l  pl-c«em 
xkst  beairan  «aii  Msiow  tfpon  man.**  ^''I  wish,  my 
defar  nArieio,  (I  fspliod,)  fNt  thea  mayest  Miff 
preserve  those  eemknents.  if  yoa  persist  ki  your 
rdsoluaiw  t9  ^  pdMry,  I  refMMt  if,  I  will  seon 
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procufe  for  tbee  aa  hoDoaniUe  and  lacnAire  pDsl; 
%ui  until  I  can  do  tbe^  this  service  (added  I,  git- 
lag  bim  a  purse  of  sixty  pistdes,^  jmy  accept  ^f 
tlus  small  tokea  of  my  friendship.^' 

'^  O  generous  friend  I  (cried  the  son  of  Barber 
Nunnes,  transported  with  gratitude  and  joy,)  what 
thanks  do  I  owe  to  lieaven  for  bringing  thee  into 
this  hospital,  which  I  will  leave  this  very  day  by 
thy  assistance!"  and  he  actually  ordered  himself  to 
be  transported,  into  a  hired  lodging.  But  before 
we  parted,  I  told  him  where  I  Jived,  and,  invited 
him  to  come  and  see  pie  as  soon  as  be  should  he 
perfectly  tecovered.  He  seemed  extremely  mt- 
prised,  ^hen  1  told  him  that.I  lodged  in  the  honae 
of  the  Count  d'Olivarei*  "  Thrice  happy  Gil  BIas» 
(said  he,)  whose  fate  it  is  to  be  a  minister's  fovont- 
itel  I  choice  at  thy  good  fortnnep  since  tboa 
usest  it  so  well" 


CHJIFTER  rUL 


The  Count  d'Olivarea,  whom  beaeefortb  I  shall 
oiH  the  Condt  Duke,  because  the  Kuig  was  pleased 
about  this  time  to  honour  him  with  that  title,  had 
a  foible  which  I  discovered,  very  much  to  my  own 
advantage ;  and  tUs  was  a  desire  of  being  beloved. 
As  soon  «i  he  perceived  that  any  one  attached 
himself  to  Urn  through  inctiiMtion,  he  immedialeljr 
conceived  a  friendship  for  that  adherent. 

I  took  care  not  to  neglect  this  observation.  I 
was  net  contented  wiifi  barely  doing  what  he  com- 
vianded ;  I  executed  his  orders  with  such  dcnm- 
strations  of  zeal,  as  quite  won  his  heart  I  studied 
hi^  taste  in  eV  things^  that  I  might  conform  myself 
to  it}  and  anticipertod  his  desires  as  much  as  J 
fouU. 

K  a  Vol.  III.  10 
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By  lUf  eooduct,  which  feMou  fitik  of  floceeii^ 
I  iotensibly  became  the  &vciurite  of  my  master, 
who,  on  hit  part,  at  I  myself  had  the  same  Ibibie^ 
gained  my  whole  soul,  by  the  marks  of  affection 
which  he  bestowed  on  me ;  and  I  insinoated  myself 
so  fcr  into  his  favour,  that  I  at  length  shared  his 
confidence  with  Sigaior  Camero,  Us  chief  secre- 
tary. 

Camero  had  practised  the  same  method  of  being 
agreeable  to  his  excellency :  and  succeeded  so  well, 
that  he  was  intrusted  with  the  mysteries  of  the 
cabinet.  That  secretary  and  I  were  the  two  con- 
fidants of  the  prime  minister,  and  the  depositories 
of  his  secrets ;  with  this  difference,  that  he  spoke 
to  Camero  of  nothing  but  state  affairs,  and  con- 
versed with  me  on  his  own  private  concerns  only 
by  tliese  means  making  as  it  were  two  separate 
departments,  with  which  we  were  both  equally 
satisfied,  we  lived  together  without  jealousy,  as 
without  friendship.  I  had  cause  to  be  pleased  with 
my  situation,  which  giving  me  continual  opportu- 
nities of  being  with  the  Count  Duke,  I  was  aiwajrs 
at  hand  to  observe  the  very  bottom  of  his  soul, 
which  he,  though  natarally  dissembling,  ceased  to 
conceal  from  me,  when  he  no  longer  doubted  the 
sincerity  of  my  attachment" 

*^  Santiliane,  (said  he  to  me  one  day,)  thou  hast 
seen  the  Duke  of  Lerma  enjoy  an  antliority  which 
looked  more  like  the  power  of  an  absolute  monarch 
than  that  of  a  favourite  minister :  nevertheless,  I 
am  still  more  lucky  than  he  was,  even  at  the  high- 
est point  of  his  fortune.  He  had  two  formidable 
enemies  in  the  Duke  d'Uteda  his  own  son,  and  in 
the  confessor  of  Philip  the  Third.  Whereas  I  see 
not  one  person  near  the  King,  who  has  credit 
enough  to  hurt  me,  nor  even  one  whom  I  suspect 
to  be  my  foe. 

^  It  is  true  indeed,  (continoed  he,)  diat  when  I 
tame  to  the  mmisiry  I  suffered  none  to  be  near  Am 
prince,  hot  those  who  were  connected  with  mo^ 
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Mlier  by  blood  or  friendship.  I  have  by 
royalties  or  embassies  got  rid  of  all  those  noblemen 
who,  by  their  personal  merit,  might  have  acquired 
iome  portion  of  my  sovereign's  favour,  which  I  was 
resolved  entirely  to  possess;  so  that  I  may  now 
safely  say,  no  great  man  takes  umbrage  at  my  ere* 
dit  Thou  seest,  Gil  Bias,  (added  he,)  that  I  dia« 
close  my  heart  to  thee.  As  1  have  reason  to  think 
thee  entirely  devoted  to  me,  I  have  chosen  thee 
for  my  confidant.  Thou  dost  not  want  understand- 
ing ;  art  (I  believe)  modest,  prudent,  and  discreet ; 
in  a  word,  thou  seemest  proper  for  executing  twenty 
sorts  of  commissions,  which  require  a  young  roan 
of  extensive  understanding,  who  is  at  the  same 
time  in  my  interest." 

I  was  not  proof  against  the  flattering  images  which 
these  words  raised  in  my  imagination^  Somevapourt 
of  avarice  and  ambition  mounted  into  my  brain, 
and  awaked  in  me  those  sentiments  over  which  I 
thought  1  had  gained  a  complete  triumph.  I  pro- 
tested to  the  minister,  that  I  would  answer  his 
intentions  with  all  my  power;  and  I  kept  myselt 
ready  to  execute,  without  scruple,  all  the  commis- 
sions with  which  he  should  think  proper  to  intrust 
me. 

While  I  was  thus  disposed  to  raisenew  altars  to 
Fortune,  Scipio,  returning  from  his  journey,  said, 
**  I  have  not  a  tedious  narration  to  make.  The 
Lords  of  Leyva  were  charmed  when  I  told  them 
the  reception  you  met  with  from  the  King  when  he 
knew  you,  and  with  the  behaviour  of  the  Count 
a'Olivarez." 

Here  I  interrupted  Scipio,  saying,  "  You  would 
have  given  them  still  more  pleasure,  my  friend 
could  you  have  told  them  on  what  footing  I  am  now 
with  his  grace.  The  rapidity  of  the  progress  whick 
I  have  made  in  his  excellency^  heart  since  thy 
departure  is  altogether  prodigious."  ''  God  be 
praised!  my  dear  master,  (answered  he;)  I  foresee 
tint  a  splendid  destiny  awaits  as."    "  Let  as  wave 
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ialg«ct»  fiud  I,)  and  talk  of  Oviedo,  TImi 
beeo  at  tke  AsUiriat ;  in  what  coodilioH  didfl 
dNM  IcaTe  my  mother  f"  **  Ah !  Sir,  (he  replied, 
aaeotting  all  of  a  sodden  a  melandM^y  look,^  1 
have  nothing  bat  aflicting  newt  for  you  from  tnat 
qnarter.'*  **  O  heaven !  ^cried  1)  m^  mother  is  car- 
tdoly  dead.''  ^  Six  months  ago,  f  said  my  secreuty) 
the  good  lady  paid  the  tribute  or  aatniei  as  wdl  as 
your  uncle  Signior  Gil  Peres."  • 

I  was  deeply  affected  with  my  mother's  death, 
akhongh  in  my  infancy  I  had  never  received  from 
her  those  caresses  which  are  necessary  to  make 
children  gralefal  in  the  sequel.  I  likewise  paid 
those  tears  which  I  owed  to  the  good  canon,  for 
the  care  he  had  taken  of  my  education.  My  grief^ 
indeed,  did  not  last  long,  but  soon  mellowed  into 
a  tender  remembrance  which  I  have  always  pre- 
served of  my  parents. 
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Sooir  aAer  the  retim  of  Coseelina's  son,  the 
Count  Duke  fell  into  a  profound  reverie,  in  whkrh 
he  remmned  for  the  space  of  eight  whole  days.  I 
imagined  thai  he  was  meditating  some  great  stroke 
of  imitics :  but  the  sulgect  of  his  musing  regarded 
Ids  own  fiuDily  ealy.  "  Gil  Bias,  (said  he  to  me  one 
afternoon,)  thou  most  have  perceived  that  I  am  a 
good'deal  perplexed  in  mind.  Tes,  my  child,  I  am 
wholly  eogromed  by  an  afiair  upon  which  the  xfi* 
pose  of  my  life  dq^ends;  and  I  will  impart  the 
seewt  totbee. 

**  Donna  Maria,  my  daughter,  (condnned  hej  is 
now  marriageable,  and  her  heajt  is  dispoted  bv  a 
great  nnmb^  of  noblemen.  The  Count  de  Niehks, 
eldest  son  of  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia,  chisf  of 
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tbe  family  of  Ch»inao,  and  Don  Lewh  de  Haro, 
eldcM  ton  of  the  Marqait  de  Carpio  and  my  own 
tiiter,  are  the  two  candidates  who  leem  best  enti« 
Ikd  to  the  preference;  especially*  the  last,  who 
possesses  merit  so  much  superior  to  that  of  bis 
rivals,  that  all  the  court  persode  themselves  t 
shall  make  choice  of  him  for  my  son-in-law.  Never- 
llieless,  without  entering  into  the  reasons  which 
I  have  to  exclude  him,  as  well  as  the  Count  de 
Niebles,  I  will  tell  thee,  that  I  have  cast  my  eyes 
on  Don  Ramires  Nnnnec  de  Gosman,  Marquis  of 
Toral,  and  chief  of  the  iamily  of  Guaroan  d'Abrados; 
to  this  young  nobleman,  ami  tbe  children  which  he 
shall  have  by  my  daughter,  I  intend  to  leave  my 
wkole  estate  annexed  to  tbe  title  of  Count  d'Oli- 
varea,  to  which  I  will  join  tbe  quality  of  grandee ; 
so  that  my  grand-children  and  their  descendants, 
proceeding  from  the  branch  d'Abrados  and  that  c^ 
Olivarea,  will  pass  for  the  eldest  of  the  Gasman 
iumlv. 

*'  Well,  Santillane,  (added  he,)  dost  thou  not 
approve  of  my  design  ?"  ^  Pardon  me,  Sir,  (an- 
swered I ;)  the  project  is  worthy  of  tbe  genius  that 
formed  it ;  I  am  only  afraid  that  the  Duke  de  Me* 
dina  Sidonia  will  murmur  at  it"  *^  Let  him  mnr^ 
mur,  if  he  pleases,  (resumed  the  minister,)  I  shall 
give  myself  very  little  trouble  about  that.  I  don't 
love  his  branch,  which  hath  usurped  the  birth-right 
and  titles  thereunto  attached  over  tbe  house  01 
Abrados.  1  shall  mind  his  complaints  less  than 
tbe  chagrin  of  my  sister  tbe  Marchioness  of  Carpio, 
in  seeing  her  son  disappointed  in  his  expectation 
of  my  daughter.  But,  afler  all,  I  intend  to  please 
isyielf ;  itnd  it  is  already  decided  that  Don  Ramires 
shall  prevail  over  all  his  rivals.'' 

The  Count  Duke  having  taken  this  resolution, 
gave  a  new  mark  of  his  singular  policy,  in  putting 
it  in  practice.  He  presented  a  petition  to  the  King, 
begging  that  he  and  the  Queen  would  be  pleased 
to  bestow  his  daughter  in  marriage,  describing  the 
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diaracteri  of  the  noblemen  who  were  in  pursnit  of 
lier,  and  leaving  the  choice  entirely  to  their  ma- 
jesties ;  but  be  did  not  fail  in  speaking  of  the  Mai^ 
quis  of  Toral,  to  shew  that  he  was  the  most  agree* 
able  of  them  all.  Whereupon  the  King,  who  had  a 
blind  complaisance  for  his  minister,  returned  thti 
answer.  *^  1  believe  Don  Ramires  Nunnez  worthy 
df  your  daughter  Donna  Maria ;  nevertheless,  take 
vour  own  choice.  The  match  which  will  suit  yoa 
best,  will  be  the  most  agreeable  to  me.  The  King." 
The  minister  affected  to  shew  this  answer ;  and 
pretending  to  look  upon  it  as  his  prince's  order. 
Bade  haste  to  marry  his  daughter  to  the  Marquis 
of  Toral ;  an  event  that  very  much  displeased  the 
Marchioness  de  Carpio,  as  well  as  the  Guzmana, 
who  bad  flattered  themselves  with  the  hope  ot 
espousing  Donna  Maria;  nevertheless,  as  they  could 
not  hinder  the  marriage,  they  affected  to  celebrate 
It  with  great  demonstrations  of  joy.  One  would 
have  thought  the  whole  family  was  charmed  with 
the  occasion ;  but  the  malecontents  were  soon  re- 
venged in  a  manner  very  melancholy  for  the  Count 
Duke.  Donna  Maria*  in  ten  months  brought  forth 
a  daughter,  which  died  in  the  birth ;  and  in  a  few 
days  after  fell  herself  a  victim  to  death.  What  a 
loss  was  this  for  a  father  who  (to  use  the  expression) 
had  no  eyes  but  for  his  daughter ;  and  who  saw  io 
this  event  the  miscarriage  of  his  design,  of  taking 
she  right  of  eldership  from  the  branch  of  Medina 
Sidonia !  He  was  so  much  affected,  that  for  some 
days  he  shut  himself  up,  and  would  see  nobody  but 
me,  who,  conforming  myself  to  his  immoderate 
grief,  seemed  as  much  afflicted  as  he.  To  tell  the 
truth,  I  made  use  of  this  occasion  to  shed  fresh 


*  Mr.  Le  Sage  has  here  deviated  from  the  true  histoir , 
for  Donna  Maria  died  unmarried,  diough  she  was  betroth* 
ed  to  Ravnoood  de  Guzman,  Marquis  of  Toral,  afterwards 
created  Duke  of  Medina  de  las  Torres.  t 
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lean  to  the  memory  of  Antooia«  The  resemblftoct 
which  her  death  had  to  that  of  the  MarchioDesg  ol 
Toral,  burst  open  again  the  wound  which  was  biH 
imperfecdy  cured,  aod  renewed  my  own  affliction  so 
much,  that  the  minister,  overwhelmed  as  he  was 
««rith  his  own  sorrow^  could  not  help  beipg  struck 
with  mine.  He  was  astonished  to  ^^jme^entdv  so 
warmly  into  his  chagrin.  *'  Gil  Bias,,  (said  he  one 
day,  perceiving  me  plunged  in  the  most  melancholy 
sadness,)  it  is  a  sweet,  consolation  for  me  to  have 
such  a  sympathiziog  confidant !"  ^  Ah !  my  lord, 
(answered  I,  giving  to  him  ail  the  honour  of  my 
affliction,)  1  roust  be  very  ungrateful  and  hard- 
hearted indeed,  if  I  did  not  sincerely  syropathiie 
with  your  grace.  How  can  I  consider  that  you 
mourn  the  loss  of  a  daughter  of  accomplished  ineriti 
whom  you  tenderly  loved,  without  mingling  my 
tears  with  yours !  No,  my  lord,  1  am  so  sensible 
of  your  goodness,  that  as  long  as  I  live  I  shall 
always  share  in  your  pain  as  well  as  pleasure  " 


CHAPTER  X 


The  minister  began  to  be  consoled,  and  I  of 
consequence  to  resume  my  good  humour,  when  one 
evening  I  went  out  alone  to  take  the  air  in  my 
coach,  aod  met  in  my  way  the  Asturian  poet,  whom 
I  had  not  seen  since  he  quitted  the  hospitaL  He 
being  very  well  dressed,  J  took  him  into  the  coach, 
and  we  drove  together  to  St.  Jerome's  Meadow. 

"  Mr.  Nunnex,  (said  I  to  him,)  I  think  myself 
very  lucky  in  having  met  you  by  chance,  otherwise 
I  should  not  have  had  the  pleasure  "  "  No  re* 
proaches,  Santillane  (said  he  with  precipitation.)  I 
liocerelj'  own  that  I  nad  no  intention  to  visit  thee. 
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Md  dmi  iImIc  hear  the  reason.  Ton  promiaed  me 
m  good  poft,  pro>vided  I  sboald  abjare  poetry ;  and 
f  hate  roaod  a  very  lobstaotial  one  on  condidcm 
that  I  make  terse.  I  have  accepted  this  last,  as 
most  suitable  fo  my  humour.  A  friend  of  mine  has 
kitrodiiced  me  into  the  family  of  Don  Bertrand 
Gomel  de  RIberOi  treasurer  of  the  King's  gallies. 
This  Don  Bertrand,  who  wants  to  hate  a  wit  in 
his  pay,  finding  my  tersification  tery  brilliant^  has 
ehoien  me  preferably  to  fite  or  six  authors,  who 
oflered  themselves  candidates  for  the  employment 
of  his  private  secretary." 

**  I  am  ve^  glad  to  hear  it,  my  dear  FaMcio, 
said  I,)  for  that  Doq  Bertrand  is  in  all  appearance 
terv  rich.''  ^  Rich !  (answered  he)  they  say  he  has 
such  immense  wealth,  that  be  cannot  count  it.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  my  office  is  this ;  as  he  piques  him* 
self  upon  being  gallant,  and  would  pass  for  a  man 
of  genius,  he  keeps  a  literary  correspondence  widi 
several  very  sprightly  ladies,  and'  I  lend  him  my 
pen  to  compose  billets  filled  with  wit  and  humour. 
I  write  for  him,  in  verse  to  one,  in  prose  to  another, 
and  somedmes  in  person  earry  the  letters,  to  shew 
the  multiplicity  of  my  talents." 

"But  thou  hast  not  told  me  (said  I)  whati  chiefly 
desire  to  know;  art  thou  well  paid  for  thy  epistolary 
epigrams  .^"  "Very  largely  (he  replied :)  rich  people 
ere  not  always  generous,  and  I  know  some  of  them 
who  are  mere  scrubs ;  hot  Don  Bertrand  uses  me 
if€ty  nobly.  Over  and  above  two  hundred  pistoles 
of  filed  wages,  I  freqoendy  receive  from  him  small 
gratifications,  which  put  me  in  a  condition  to  act 
the  gentleman,  and  pass  my  time  agreeably  with 
some  authors,  who  are,  like  me,  enemies  to  care." 
^  But  ([  resumed)  has  thy  treasurer  taste  enough 
to  relisn  the  beauties  of  a  work  of  genius,  and  to 
perceive  its  faults  ?"  "  Not  at  all,  (answered  Nnn* 
net ;)  though  he  can  talk  speciously,  he  is  by  no 
means  a  connoisseur.    He  gives  himself  out,  how* 
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6^r«r,  fer  aaotlMr  Tarpft  ^  deckles  boldly,  and  tup* 
portt  his  opinion  witii  such  loadness  and  obstinacy^ 
that  generally,  when  he  dispntes,  his  antagonist  10 
obliged  to  yield,  in  order  to  avoid  the  shqwer  of 
*ll  langaage  with  which  he  is  wont  to  overwhelni 
Is  opponents.'* 

<*  Thon  mayest  well  believe  (pnrsaed  he)  that  I 
am  tery  cautioas  of  contradicting  him,  whatever 
^use  he  gives  me  fer  so  doing;  for  besides  the 
disagreeable  epithets  which  i  should  certmnly  bring 
Bipon  myself,  I. might  possibly  be  turned  o«t  of 
d6ors;  I  therefore  prudently  applaud  what  he 
praises,  and  disapbrove  of  every  thing  which  he 
eondemna.  By  this  complaisance,  which  costs  me 
nothing,  because  I  possess  the  art  of  accommodating 
myself  to  the  characters  of  those  who  can  befriend 
me,  I  have  gained  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  my 
patron.  He  has  engaged  me  to  compose  a  tragedy 
on  a  subject  which  he  suggested.  I  have  accord* 
itigly  finished  it  under  his  eye;  and  if  it  succeeds  I 
shall  owe  one  part  of  my  glory  to  his  good  advice.* 

I  asked  the  title  of  his  tragedy ;  and  he  told  me 
it  was  called  The  Count  de  Saldagne,  informing  me, 
at  the  same  time,  that  it  would  be  represented  in 
Aree  days  on  the  Prince's  theatre.  **  I  wish  (an- 
swered 1)  that  it  may  have  a  great  nm ;  and  I  have 
such  a  good  opinion  of  thy  genius,  as  to  hope  it 
will.**  *<  I  hope  so  too  (said  he ;)  but  there  is  no 
dependence  upon  such  hope,  so  uncertain  are  au« 
diors  of  the  event  of  a  dramatic  piece."  At  length 
the  first  day  of  its  representation  arrived ;  and  as  I 
eottid  not  go  to  the  play,  being  hindered  by  a  com* 
mission  I  had  to  perform  for  his  grace,  all  that  I 
could  do  was  to  send  Scipio  thither,  that  I  might 


*  Sp.  Metius  Tarpa,  a  famous  critic  of  the  Aurustaa 
e :  his  tribunal  was  in  the  temple  of  Apollo,  where  lie  sat 
ith  four  colleagues  to  judlge  the  merit  of  all  theatrical  per» 
Ibraiaaees  before  tbsy  were  exhibited  on  the  stage* 
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•t  hut  know  that  very  eveniog  the  saccew  of  •. 

terforiDaiice  in  which  I  interested  myself.  After 
aving  waited  with  inopatience^  I  saw  him  retora 
with  a  look  from  which  I  conceived  a  bad  omen* 
*^  Well,  (said  I,)  how  hath  The  Count  de  Sal- 
dagne  been  received  by  the  public  f "  "  Very  bru- 
tally, (answered  he ;)  never  was  piece  more  barbar- 
ously used*  I  came  away  incensed  at  the  inso- 
lence of  the  pit"  <<  And  1  (said  I)  am  incensed  at 
the  fury  of  Nunnei  in  composing  plays.  Must  he 
ftot  have  lost  his  judgment  entirelyi  to  prefer  the 
ignominious  shouts  and  hisses  of  an  audience,  to 
the  happy  lot  which  I  could  have  procured  for 
him?"  Thus  through  friendship  did  I  inveigh 
against  the  Asturian  poet,  and  afflicted  myself  at 
the  misfortune  of  his  piece,  while  he  exulted  in  the 
event 

Two  days  aAer,  be  actually  came  to  my  house  ia 
a  transport  of  joy.  ^*  Santillanet  (cried  he,)  I  am 
tome  to  share  with  thee  the  extreme  pleasure 
which  I  feel.  In  composing  a  bad  play,  my  friend, 
I  liave  made  my  fortune.  Thou  knowest  the 
strange  reception  which  The  Count  de  Salda^ne 
met  with ;  all  the  spectators  exclaimed  against  hiro, 
as  if  for  a  wager,  and  to  that  general  exdaniatioD 
I  owe  my  good  fortune." 

Astonished  to  hear  the  poet  Nunnez  talk  in  that 
manner,  '^  How  !  Fabricio,  (said  I,)  is  it  possible 
that  the  fall  of  thy  tragedy  can  justify  this  thy 
imppfoderate  joy  ?"  "  Yes,  sure,  (answered  he ;)  I 
told  thee  before  that  Don  Bertrand  had  inserted 
some  of  his  own  composition  in  my  piece,  which  of 
consequence  he  thought  excellent  He  was  vio- 
lently piqued  to  find  the  spectators  of  a  different 
opinion,  and  this  morning  said  to  m^,  ^  Nunnes, 
Victrix  causa  Diis  placuit,  sed  victa  Catoni :  if  the 
public  is  displeased  with  thy  production,  in  recom- 
pense it  pleases  me,  and  that  is  enough.  To  con- 
sole thee  for  the  bad  taste  of  the  age,  I  will  give 
thee  two  thousand  crowns  a-year  on  my  estate ;  let 
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go  instantly  to  my  notary,  and  have  tbe  deed 
drawn/  We  went  thitder  accordingly ;  the  trea- 
surer has  signed  the  deed,  and  paid  me  the  firsi 
year  in  advance." 

I  congratulated  Fabricio  on  the  unhappy  fate  at 
The  Count  de  Saldagne,  since  it  had  turned  out  $9 
much  to  the  author's  advantage.  "  Thou  hast  rea- 
son (continued  he)  to  compliment  me  on  that  occa- 
sion :  how  happy  am  I  in  having  been  soundly 
liissed !  If  the  public  had  been  kind  enough  tQ 
honour  me  with  applause,  what  service  should  I 
have  received  from  it?  Nothing  of  consequence.  I 
should  have  got  but  a  very  moderate  sum  for  my 
labours,  whereas  its  hisses  have  all  of  a  suddeo 
made  me  easy  for  life." 


CHAPTER  XI. 


Mr  secretary  could  not  without  envy  look  upon 
the  unexpected  good  fortune  of  tbe  poet  Nunnes 
which  was  the  sole  subject  of  bis  discourse  during 
eight  whole  days.  **  I  admire  (said  he)  the  caprice 
of  Fortune^  that  sometimes  delights  in  loading  a 
detestable  author  with  wealth,  while  she  leaves 
'  men  of  genius  in  misery ;  I  wish  she  would  take  it 
in  her  head  to  enrich  me  also  in  the  space  of  one 
night." — "  That  may  very  well  happen,  (said  I,) 
and  much  sooner  than  you  imagine.  Thou  art 
here  in  her  temple,  for  I  think  we  may  call  the 
prime  minister's  house  the  temple  of  Fortune 
where  favours  are  often  bestowed,  which  all  of  a 
sudden  enrich  those  who  obtain  them." — '^  That  ii 
true.  Sir,  (answered  he;)  but  they  must  be  waited 
for  with  patience."  '^  Once  more,  Scipio,  (said  I,) 
make  yourself  easy ;  perhaps  you  are  on  the  point 
of  having  some  good  post''    A  few  days  after*  an 


M  ADVEffTUMBS  OF  GH  BLA8. 

oppofttttiity  mctadly  offered  of  emptoyiog  hiin  ad* 
vaoCageously  in  the  lerrice  ai  the  CouDt  Duke^  and 
I  did  not  let  it  escape. 

Discoursing  one  morning  with  Don  Rajnoond 
Caporit,  steward  of  die  prime  minister,  oar  con- 
versation tamed  upon  bis  excellency's  revenues. 
*^  His  grace  (said  he)  enjoys  the  commanderies  ol 
all  the  military  orders,  which  are  wortL  forty  thou- 
sand crowns  per  annam,  and  he  is  obliged  to  wear 
ihe  cross  of  Alcantara  oaly.    Besides,  his  three 

Ets  of  great  chamberlain,  master  of  the  horse,  and 
nd  chancellor  of  the  Indies,  bring  in  two 
idred  thousand  more ;  and  all  that  is  nothiog  in 
eompartsott  to  the  immense  snms  which  he  draws 
from  America.  I  will  tell  you  how:  when  the 
King's  ships  set  sail  from  Seville  or  Lisbon  for  thai 
country,  he  embarks  on  board  of  them  wine^  oil 
and  corn,  which  his  estate  of  Olivares  affords,  and 
he  pays  no  duty.  He  sells  these  commodities  in 
the  Indies  for  four  times  the  price  which  they 
would  yield  in  Spain,  then  employs  the  money  in 
purchasing  spices,  colours,  and  other  things,  which 
are  bought  for  almost  nothing  in  that  new  world, 
Imd  aAerwards  are  sold  for  a  high  rate  in  Europe. 
He  has  already  got  many  millloDs  by  this  traffic, 
without  doing  the  least  prejudice  to  the  King. 
What  will  not  surprise  yoo  (continued  he)  is,  that 
the  people  employed  in  transacting  this  commerce 
always  return  enriched,  the  Count  allowing  them  to 
take  care  of  their  own  fortooe,  while  diey  mani^ 
his." 

Coscolina's  son,  who  listened  to  oor  discourse, 
could  not  hear  Don  Raymond  talk  thus,  withoat 
Interrupting  him.  '^  Zooks !  Signior  Caporis,  I 
should  be  glad  to  be  one  of  thesepeople, for  I  have 
long  wished  to  see  Mexico." — *^  Your  cnriosity  w31 
soon  be  satisfied,  (said  the  steward  to  him,)  V 
Signior  de  Santillane  has  no  ol^tioo  to  your 
desire.  Though  I  am  very  nice  in  the  choice  ol 
those  whom  I  send  to  the  Indies  on  thb  employ- 
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iMiil  (for  I  choose  them  all,)  I  will,  without  hepitii- 
tion,  insert  you  in  my  register,  if  your  master 
desires  it" — ^*Tou  will  oblige  me  in  so  doing,  (said 
I  to  Don  Raymond  $)  pray  give  me  that  mark  of 

ifoar  friendship.  Scipio  is  a  young  man  whom  1 
ove ;  besides,  he  has  a  great  deal  of  understanding 
and  will  behave  in  an  irreproachable  manner,  b 
a  word,  I  can  answer  for  him  as  for  myself." 

*'  If  that  be  the  case  (resumed  Capons,)  let  him 
repair  immediately  to  Seville ;  the  ships  will  sail 
ibr  the  Indies  in  a  month.  He  shall  have  a  letter 
from  me  at  his  departure,  for  a  man  who  will  give 
him  all  necessary  instrucUons  to  enrich  hims^ 
without  prejudicing  the  interests  of  bis  excellency, 
which  must  ever  be  looked  upon  as  sacred." 

Scipio,  charmed  with  his  employment,  made  haste 
to  set  out  for  Seville,  with  a  thousand  crowns  which 
1  gave  him,  to  buy  wine  and  oH  in  Andalusia,  and 
put  hitn  in  a  oonditioQ  to  trade  in  the  Indies  on  his 
own  bottom.  NevertheleiSi  glad  as  he  was  to 
make  a  voyage  by  which  he  hoped  to  profit  so 
nuch,  he  could  not  leave  me  without  dieddins 
tears,  and  I  could  not  bebold  his  departore  with 
indifiereiice; 


CHAPTER  XU. 


Scipio  was  scarce  gcMW,  when  a  page  belonging 
to  the  minbter  brought  to  me  a  bdlet  contaming 
these  words  i  **  If  Signior  de  Santillane  will  give 
himsdf  the  trouble  to  call  at  St  Gabriel's  Head,  in 
Toledo-street,  he  will  there  iee  oae  of  hk  best 
friends."--*^^  Who  can  this  anonymous  lEnend  be  i 

Ssid  I  to  myself.)  Why  does  he  conceal  his  name  i 
e  wants,  I  suppose,  to  give  me  the  pleaiure  ct 
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Miwise.'*  I  irent  out  iminedtately  to  Toledo-atred, 
wua  going  to  the  appointed  place,  was  not  a  little 
Mtonisbed  to  see  Don  Alphonso  de  Leyra.  ^  Art 
you  here,  my  lord  !'*  (cried  I.)  "  Yes,  my  dear  Gil 
Bias  (answered  be,  hugging  me  close  in  his  arms  ;) 
k  is  Don  Alphonso  himself  whom  you  see."— - 
^  What  brings  you  to  Madrid  V  (said  I.)  '« I  wiU 
both  surprise  and  afflict  you  (he  replied,)  in  telling 
the  cause  of  my  journey.     I  am  deprived  of  the 

Evemment  of  Valencia,  and  the  prime  minister 
s  ordered  me  to  court,  to  give  an  account  of  my 
conduct"  I  remained  a  whole  quarter  of  an  hour 
aiute  and  thunderstruck,  then  recovering  myself 
asked  what  he  was  accused  of.  **  I  know  nothing 
of  the  matter  (answered  he,)  but  impute  my  dis- 
grace to  a  visit  which  I  made  about  three  weeks 
ago  to  the  Cardinal  Duke  of  Lerma,  who  has  been 
m  month  confined  fo  his  castle  of  Denia«" 

'*  O !  truly  fsaid  I,  interrupting  him,)  you  bave 
feason  to  attribute  your  misfortune  to  that  indis* 
creet  visit ;  you  need  seek  for  the  cause  o(  it  no* 
where  else  :  and  give  me. leave  to  say,  you  did  not 
consult  your  usual  prudence,  when  you  went  to 
visit  the  disgraced  minister." — "  The  error  is  now 
committed,  (said  be,)  and  I  have  taken  my  resolu- 
tion with  a  good  grace.  I  will  retire  with  my 
family  to  the  castle  of  Leyva,  where  I  will  spend 
the  rest  of  my  days  in  profound  peace.  All  that 
gives  me  concern  is,  my  being  obliged  to  appear 
before  a  haughty  minister,  who  may  possibly  treat 
me  uncivilly.  A  sufficient  mortification  to  a  Spa- 
niard !  Nevertheless,  it  must  be  borne :  but  before  I 
would  make  this  submission,  I  was  willing  to  speak 
with  you." 

'*My  lord,  (said  I,)  don't  present  yourself  before 
the  minister,  until  I  know  what  you  are  accused 
of;  perhaps  the  evil  is  not  without  remedy.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  you  must  allow  me,  if  you  please,  to 
eiert  myself  in  your  favour,  as  much  as  gratitude 
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Mid  firieadship  require.'*  So  saying,  I  left  him  at 
ihe  ioD,  assuring  him  that  be  should  hear  from  me 
toon. 

As  I  bad  not  meddled  in  state  affairs  since  the 
two  memorials,  of  which  eloquent  mention  has 
been  made,  I  went  to  Carnero,  and  asked  if  it  was 
true  that  the  government  of  Valencia  had  been 
taken  from  Don  Alphonso  de  Ley  va ;  he  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  but  said  he  was  ignorant  of  the 
cause.  Upon  this,  I  formed  a  resolution,  without 
hesitation,  to  address  myself  to  his  grace,  that  I 
might  learn  from  his  own  mouth  what  cause  he  had 
to  be  offended  with  Don  Caesar's  son. 

I  was  so  much  penetrated  with  this  troublesome 
event,  that  I  had  no  occasion  to  affect  a  melan- 
choly look  to  appear  afflicted  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Count-Duke.  ^^  What  is  the  matter,  Santillanef 
(said  he,  as  soon  as  he  saw  mt ;)  I  perceive  an 
impression  of  sorrow  on  thy  countenance,  and  even 
the  tears  ready  to  drop  from  thine  eyes :  has  any 
body  injured  thee  ?  Speak,  and  tliou  shalt  be  r^ 
venged."-^-"  My  lord,  (answered  I,  weeping,)  I 
would  not  conceal  my  sorrow  from  yon  if  I  could : 
I  am  quite  in  despair,  being  told  that  Don  Alphon* 
so  de  Leyva  is  no  longer  governor  of  Valencia ;  for 
I  could  not  have  heard  a  piece  of  news  that  would 
affect  me  more."  ^'  What  sayest  thou,  Gil  Bias ! 
(replied  the  minister  astonished;)  what  concern 
canst  thou  have  with  that  Don  Alphonso  and  his 
government  ?"  I  then  gave  him  a  detail  of  all  the 
obligations  I  lay  under  to  the  Lords  of  Leyva :  and 
afterwards  recounted  in  what  manner  1  had  ob- 
tained from  the  Duke  of  Lerma  the  government  in 
question  for  Don  Caesar's  son. 

When  his  excellency  had  heard  me  to  an  end, 
with  an  attention  full  of  kindness  for  roe,  he  said, 
^  Dry  up  thy  tears^  my  friend.  I  not  only  was 
Ignorant  of  what  thou  btst  told  me,  bat  own  also 
ttat  I  looked  npon  Don  Alphcmso  as  a  creature  ct 
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the  Oandintl  of  Lerma:  put  tfayidf  in  aqr  pUoit 
wouM  not  tbe  visit  which  he  made  to  bis  emioenoe 
make  thee  suspect  him  ?  1  am  willing  to  believ^ 
howeveri  that  having  received  his  employment 
from  tbe  Cardinal,  he  took  that  step  oat  of  pore 
gratitade.  I  am  sorry  for  having  displaced  a  man 
i(bo  owed  his  post  to  thee ;  but  if  I  have  destroyed 
thy  work,  I  can  repair  it.  I  will  even  do  more  for 
dwe  than  the  Duke  of  Lerma  did  :  thy  friend  IXm 
AlphoDso  was  no  more  than  governor  of  the  city  oi 
Vaieticia,  and  I  will  make  bim  viceroy  of  tbe  kuig* 
dom  of  Arragon.  Thou  mayest  go  and  inform  him 
of  this  piece  of  newSy  and  desire  him  to  eome  and 
take  the  oaths.** 

When  I  heard  these  words,  I  passed  from  the 
extremity  of  grief  to  an  eicess  of  joy,  which  dis* 
tarbed  my  intellecis  »o  mocb,  that  my  disorder 
appeared  in  the  •compliment  of  thanlu  wbich  I 
made  to  bis  grace,  who  was  not,  however,  dia* 
pleased  at  mv  coitfasion*  But  when  I  told  him 
that  Don  Alphonso  was  already  at  Madrid,  be  said 
1  might  introduce  bim  that  very  day.  I  ran  im* 
mediately  to  the  St  Gabriel,  where  Doa  Csesar^a 
son  was  overjoyed  to  hear  €t  bis  new  employment 
he  could  scarce  believe  what  I  said,  so  improbable 
HA  k  seem  to  Um,  that  tlie  mWuster,  whMever 
friendship  be  had  for  me,  was  capable  of  bestowipg 
viceroyalties  on  my  recommendation*  I  conducted 
him  to  tbe  Count-D«ke,  who  reoetved  him  venf 
poUiely,  and  told  him,  <«  He  had  behaved  so  wdK 
■I  bis  government  of  the  city  of  Valencia«  thattfae 
King,  thinking  Urn  qualified  Id  fill  a  higher  places 
had  named  him  to  tbe  viceroyalty  of  Aniigon#  Be^ 
sides,  (added  he,)  that  dignity  is  not  above  yomr 
birth,  and  the  nobility  of  Arragon  cannot  mnrmur 
ft,  tbe  choice  of  tbe  oenrt.'* 

His  cxceUency  made  no  mention  of  me,  and  Ae 
pnUie  never  knew  the  part  which  I  acted  in  Ihii 
aiatr:  a  cincamstMWg  that  saved  Don  Alphonso 
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and  the  minister  a  great  many  f  atirical  remarks,  Aat 
people  might  .^ave  passed  opoa  a  viceroy  of  my 
malLing* 
As  soon  as  Don  Csesar's  son  was  certain  of  the 

!>lace,  he  despatched  an  express  to  Valencia  to 
nform  his  father  and  Seraphina  of  his  good  fortune, 
and  they  soon  came  to  Madrid :  their  first  care  was 
to  find  me,  and  overwhelm  me  with  thanks.  What 
a  moving  and  glorioas  sight  was  it  for  me,  to  see 
myself  embraced  with  eagerness  by  the  three  per- 
%bni  in  the  world  whom  I  loved  most !  As  sensible 
of  my  seal  and  aflfection  as  the  honoar  which  the 
post  of  viceroy  did  to  their  family,  their  expressions 
of  (pratitade  to  me  were  infinite :  they  even  spoke 
to  me  as  to  one  of  their  own  rank ;  they  seemed  to 
lave  forgot  that  I  was  their  servant;  and  thoagfat 
they  could  never  enough  manifest* their  friendship. 
To  suppress  useless  circumstanced,  Don  Alphonso 
having  received  his  letters  patent,  thanked  the  King 
and  his  minister,  and  having  taken  the  usual  oathsj 
set  out  with  his  family  from  Madrid,  to  go  and  fit 
nis  abode  at  Saragossa,*  where  he  made  his 
entrance  with  all  possible  magnificence;  and.  the 
Arragonians  showed  by  their  acclamations  that  they 
'were  very  well  pleased  with  the  viceroy  whom  1 
bad  set  over  them. 


*  fl>wigQBsa,fonaeriy  Cmmfm  Aacastsi, ao  aadent fUj, 
apea  the  rfver  £W«,  entfiM  of  the  Jdofdom  of  Amg^H* 
It  has  an  archbishop,  sovereign  council,  and  is  the  seat  of 
an  unlrenitj  and  inquisition 
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CHAPTER  Xm. 

1  swjkM  in  joy  for  having  so  luckily  cbtQged  a 
dimlaeed  governor  into  a  viceroy :  even  the  Lords 
of  Levva  were  kM  pleased  at  it  than  I  was.  I 
soon  had  another  opportunity  of  employing  my 
credit  for  a  iriend :  which  I  think  I  snoald  relate, 
to  persoade  the  reader,  that  I  was  no  longer  the 
same  Gil  Bias  who  sold  the  favours  of  the  court, 
nnder  the  preceding  ministry. 

Being  one  day  in  the  King's  anticluunber,  dit- 
coursing  with^noblemen,  who,  knowing  my  situa- 
tion widi  the  prime  minister,  did  not*  disdain  my 
conversation,  I  perceived  in  the  crowd  Don  Gastoa 
d^  Cogollos,  {h|t  8tate*prisoDer  whom  I  bad  left  in 
the  tower  of  Se^via,  and  the  keeper  Don  Andrea 
de  Tordesiilas  along"  with  him«  I  immediately 
ouitted  my  company  to  go  and  embrace  these  two 
niends,  whom,  if  they  were  astonished  to  see  uk 
there,  I  was  still  more  so  to  meet  in  that  place. 
AAer  some  warm  hugs  on  both  sides,  Don  Gaston 
said  to  me,  *'  Signior  de  Santillane,  we  have  a  world 
of  questions  to  ask  mutually,  and  this  is  not  a  con* 
▼enient  place  for  that  purpose :  aUow  me  to  con- 
duct you  to  a  house  where  Signior  de  Tordesiilas 
and  1  will  be  glad  to  have  a  long  conversation  with 
you."  I  consented  to  this  proposal :  we  scpieesed 
through  the  crowd,  and  going  out  of  the  palace, 
Ibund  Don  Gaston's  coach  waiting  for  us  in  the 
street  We  went  into  it  all  thiee,  and  were  driven 
to  the  great  market-place,  where  the  bull-fights  are 
performed,  and  there  Cogollos  lived  in  a  very 
handsome  house.  ^  Signior  Gil  Bias,  (said  Don 
Andrea,  when  we  were  set  in  a  haU  magnificently 
furnished,)  at  your  departure  from  Segovia  yoa 
seemed  to  hate  the  court,  and  to  be  resolved  to 
remove  firom  it  for  ever/' — **  That  was  actuaUymy 
design,  (answered  I,)  and  so  long  as  the  late  King 
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lived,  I  did  not  change  my  sentiments ;  but  when  I 
understood  that  the  Prince  his  son  was  on  tbe 
throne,  I  was  willing  to  see  if  tlie  new  monaKh 
would  know  me  again :  he  did  recollect  me,  and  I 
bad  the  good  fortune  to  be  favourably  received  : 
he  himself  recommended 

who  has  conceived  a  fi'iendst)BP  '"'^i'  '"^i   ''"<1    *''''l' 
whom  1  am  in  siill  g 
With  the  Duke  of  Le. 
drea,  is  whai  Ihad 
me  kWwl 
Segov»Sj 
Duke  hi 
bility 


was  set  at  libert' 
prime  minister  i 
prisoned  at  Segovit 
than  he  ordered  mt 
mains,  Signior  Gil 
happened  to  Mb  sini 
"  The  a^t  t*  iJD 
having,thaiTk§d  fj 
me^  dur(iig  my  ( 
MndiVdj  and  nrtvPnt 


dDrivareT,Tlio  srtid  to(iiie, 


ever  I  was 
r  Don  An- 
pray,  let 
if  llie   tower  o. 
I'd  :)  the  Couut- 
n  all  proba- 
oted  lo  his  prede- 
id  DM  Ci5T(flR^  1 
contrary  reason.  Tlie 
[nrjfcd  that  1  was  im- 
jke  of  Lerma's  order, 
liarged.     It  now  re-, 
(atm  you  ofwhKf^as 
h^e  6*i^Scfl5rged. 
ia,^g»mn\ucd  he,)   aAer 
Jiis  kindness  lo 
lemcnt,    was    to    repair   to 
If  before  lltfCo'unl-Duke 


.^^ 


;>♦ 


._., ,     -__  .^     -^...  ,^-  -..  --  that 

•^ie.niislbVtun^  wh'wh  fiath"apjffned  to  you  will  in 
jjte''^^  firejiidice  jour  reputation  :  you  are  now 
^ITyjutliflMJ  and  I  am  the  more  convinced  of 
^tatf  inf^ocence,  because  the  Marquis  of  Villareal, 
^t^hie  Accomplice  you  were  suspected  to  be,  wba 
'jT  not  guilty ;  for,  though  he  is  a  Portuguese,  and 
even  related  to  the  Duke  of  Bragania,  he  is  not  so 
much  in  his  interests  as  in  those  of  the  King  my 
master.  Tour  intimacy  with  that  Marquis  is  Uier^ 
fore  no  reproach  upon  you  :  and  in  order  to  repair 
Ibe  iojusdce  which  yon  suffered,  in  being  accused 
of  treason,  the  King  ha*  bestowed  npon  you  a  lien- 
tfoancy  in  the  Spanish  guards.'  I  accepted  tbe 
commSttioD,  be^tig  that  his  exceUency  woutd 
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•JIfnr  ne,-  befwe  I  (bpq}<|  pnter  i^d  my  iu^,  D^ 

m  to  Corift  aod  viiit  joy  >iDt  Doddk  ^leooors  (Iv 
,Mxarilla  Tbe  mioi^t«|'  gave  me  lesrc  ^i  a  moDtlj 
•Dd  I  fet  out,  accompanie(]^  by  one  lacqtwy  oaly. 
.We  b«l  already  passed  Cojoenar,  and  w«re  eagaged 
b  a  hollow  ro«a,  between  two  moantaini,  wboi  wa 
^perceived  a  cavali#  deleadiitg  himsdT  valiai^y 
igaioit  thne  men.  H^o  atta^ed  bim  aB  togetheir. 
I  did  not  hesiiai^kut  j-jiJl^  tu  \us  succuur,  and  pot 
jnyidf  OB  hU  sA^  "gflbserved,  while  we  Toa^l, 
thai  our.  ene[rffelC!^0maGke^,Mi^ihat  «e  ba^. 
'Co  do  with  vigilM^^inid5m«A|^M^v-€^'D  spike 
of  their  streii^^'jj^  'B^^PWh^i^ti  coo- 
onerotv;  (or  I  j)' rc^on##J||^p^ who  lell 
oon-bis  hor»t',  aa4-4tie  oiJjj^tpMite mediately 
Iwlooli  tbeol■;llM^  lo  tlilffet.  TS^vlflorv,  indeed, 
wa»  not  mm  \<  k-^  fartl  M  us  ihan  to  die  wretch 
whom  I  killed  |  noc^jftfaL  the  action,  ay  con- 
'paoion  aod  I  (bund  oaHHPaogerouBly  wooDded, 
Bat  you  may  goe^  whu  fttf  my  inrpnie,  wbeo  h^ 
tfaii  cavalier  I  reolUecled  CMsbadt^  the  hmband 
of  Donna  HeHlitiHeltai  po  lei^uloiuf  bied  whea 
heuwthatlwai  bMUlBder.  •  Ah.  0an  Gastoa ! 

cried  he)  Wasit  yoa  tMBivho  cute  V^  my  u- 
nstasce!  wlfba  yoa  iti  gCierouty  eqwnied  tay 
cause,  yoa  lAile  tM>bght.it  wu  vaa^  of  the- nail 
wiio  deprivecryoiJtof  yilnr  mtstn*.'    '  I  wa^really 

roraotof.itj  (answered  If)  botb«f  Ilcaown  you,  . 
you  imagqie  that  I  riwaU  luye  *:)ppktt  lo  <1q  . 
what  I  have  dooe  ?  are  you  so  modi  mutaken  A      i**^ 
me,  t*  to  think  me  so  basef — ' No,  no,  (he  Teplifp'J'  ^> '  • 
I  l|ave  a  better  opinion  of  your  virtoe ;  and  u  I  dii  ••  >    •' 
of  tbe  woands  which  I  have  receiTed,  I  hope  yoors    ' 
will  not  hinder  you  'from  profiting  by  my  death.* 
'  Combados,  (said  I,)  althoagb  I  bive  not  yet  (at- 
got  Donna  Etelena,  Know,  uiat  I  don't  desire  to 
eiyoy  her,  at  the  expence  of  your  life;  I  am  evea 

f-lad  of  having  contriboied  towards  saving  yon 
rom  the  swords  of  diree  assasuos,  lince  in  that  I 
have  performed  an  action  agreeable  to  yoor  wik.' 


J50N  Gaj(TOI»  iiEsvTTiso  CoMtiAiwMi  I  iKoti^Toy  n^iamr.  cj 
rmtM  ««  ATTACK  or  ASHASSTffl,  I  urns  Mrt^'py.  9KS  As; 


ABTENTORES  OF  CQt  BLAS.  Itt 

While  we  conversed  in  this  manner,  my  lacqner 
afigfated,  and  approaching  the  dead  cavalier,  took 
off  hi§  mask,  ana  discovered  features  which  Com- 
bidos  immediately  ktiew.  *  It  is  Caprara !  (cried 
be,)  that  perfidious  cousin,  who  out  of  spite,  for 
havina  been  disappointed  of  a  rich  estate  which  he 
imjusuy  disputea  with  me,  has  a  long  time  che- 
rished the  desire  of  murdering  me,  and  at  length, 
chosen  this  day  to  put  it  ih  execution ;  but  heaven 
bath  permitted  him  to  fall  a  victim  to  his  own 
design!'  • 

"  Meanwhile  our  blood  flowed  apace,  and  we 
grew  Weaker  and  weaker:  neverdieless,  wounded 
as  we  were,  we  had  strength  enough  to  go  to  the 
tdwn  of  Vlllarejo,  iribich  was  but  two  gun-shoti 
from  the  field  6f  battle.  We  alighted  at  the  first 
inn  we  came  to,  and  sending  for  surgeons,  one  was 
brought,  irho  had  the  reputation  of  being  very 
expert  in  his  profession.  He  examined  our  wounds 
which  he  founid  dangerous ;  then  dressed  them,  and< 
tMt  dav,  alter  having  taken  ofi*  the  dressings,  de- 
clared tliflCt  the  wounds  of  Don  Bias  were  mortal : 
he  jndged  more  fiivourably  of  mine,  and  his  prog- 
nostics were  fulfilled. 

*^  Combados,  hearinghis  doom,  thought  of  nothing 
but  preparing  for  death :  he  likewise  despatched  an 
express  to  inform  his  wife  of  what  had  happened, 
and  of  his  present  melancholy  situation;  upon 
which  Donna  Helena,  setting  out  immediately^  soon 
arrived  at  Villarejo,  her  mind  disturbed  with  a  dis- 
quiet which  had  two  different  causes :  the  dangar  in 
which  her  husband  was,  and  the  dread  of  feeling, 
at  sight  of  me,  a  flame,  which  was  but  half  extin- 
gttisbed,  revive,  created  a  terrible  agitation  in  her 
brealt  *  Madam,  (said  Don  Bias,  when  Ae  came 
into  his  presence,)  yon  arrive  time  enough  to  re- 
ceive my  last  adieu :  I  am  going  to  die,  and  regard 
my  death  as  the  punishment  of  heaven,  for  having 
by  a  deceit  deprived  you  of  Don  Gaston.  Far  from 
murmuring  at  my  fate,  I  exhort  you  to  restore  to 
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him  the  heart  which  I  aigosdy  aeiied/  Doaoa 
Helena  aoswered  only  by  her  tears }  and  truly  k 
was  the  best  reply  she  could  make^-as  she  was  ooC 
as  yet  so  mach  detached  from  me  as  to  forget  the 
artifice  which  he  had  practised  to  make  her  break 
her  vows. 

"  As  the  snrgeon  had  prognosticated,  Combados 
died  of  his  wounds  in  less  than  three  days,  while 
mine  indicated  a  speedy  cure.  The  young  widow, 
who  was  wholly  engrossed  by  the  care  of  tran- 
sposing the  husband's  corpse  lo  Coria,  in  order  to 
Erform  all  the  funeral  honours  which  she  owed  to 
\  ashes,  departed  from  Villarejo,  after  having 
enquired  (through  mere  politeness)  about  my  health.. 
As  soon  as  I  could  follow  her,  I  set  out  also  for 
Coria,  where  my  recovery  being  compleCed,  my  aunt 
Donna  Eleonora,  aiwl  Don  George  de  Galisteo,  ve- 
solved. that  Helena  and  I  should  be  married  forth- 
with,  lest  fortune  should  again  part  as  by  some  un- 
lucky accident  This  marriage  was  celebrated  in 
Erivate,  on  account  of  the  too  recent  death  of  Don 
tias ;  and  a  few  days  after  I  returned  to  Madrid 
with  Donna  Helena.  As  I  had  exceeded  the  time 
prescribed  by  the  Count-Duke  for  my  journey,  I 
was  afraid  that  he  had  giveb  to  another  the  lieuten- 
ancy which  he  had  promised  to  me :  but  he  had  not 
disposed  of  it,  and  was  so  good  as  to  admit  the  ex- 
cuses which  I  made  for  my  d^ay. 

^<  1  am  now  (continued  CogoUos^  lieutenant  of 
the  Spanish  guard,  am  pleased  wiu  my  employ- 
ment^  and  liaye  contracted  some  agreeable  friends 
with  whom  I  live  very  happily." — "  I  wish  I  could 
say»  as  much  (cried  Don.  Andrea ;)  but  I  am  very 
far  from  being  satisfied  with  my  condition :  I  have 
lost  my  post,  which*  was  pretty  advantageous  :  and 
I  have  no.firiends  who  have  credit  enough  to  pr^ 
cure  me  such  another."—"  Pardon  me,  Signior 
Don  Andrea,  (said  I,  smiling,)  you  ba\e  in  me  a 
friend  who  is  gQod  for  something.  I  have  already 
said  that  I  am  Still  better  beloved  by  the  Coupt-* 
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Doke  than  ever  I  was  bj  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  and' 
yoa  have  the  assurance  to  tell  me,  to  my  face,  that 
yoa  hfive  not  a  friend  who  can  procure  a  good  post 
for  you«  Have  I  not  once  before  done  you  such  a 
piece  of  service  f  Remember  that,  by  the  interest 
of  the  Archbishop  of  Grenada,  I  was  the  occasion 
of  your  being  named  to  exercise  an  employment  at 
Mexico,  where  you  would  have  made  your  fortune, 
if  love  had  not  detained  you  in  the  city  of  Alicant; 
and  I  am  at  present  more  capable  of  serving  you, 
having  the  ear  of  the  prime  minister."  'Oi  trust 
wholly  to  you,  then,\(replied  Tordesillas ;)  but 
(added  be,  smilinc,  in  his  turn)  pray  don't  send  me 
to  New  Spain :  I  would  i)ot  go  thither  if  I  was  to 
he  made  chief  judge  of  Mexico." 

We  were  interrupted  in  this  part  of  our  conver- 
sation by  Donna  Helena,  wKp  came  into  the  hall, 
and  whose  amiable  person  equalled  the  charming 
idea  which  I  had  formed  of  her  Waoty.  "  Madam, 
(said  Cogollos  to  ber,^  this  is  Sigiljor  de  Santillane, 
of  whom  yon  have  heard  ./ne  speak,  and  whose 
agreeable  company  haQi^'oOen  suspended  ifiy  sor- 
rows, while  I  was  in  priA)lKV*<<  Yes,  madaro^  (said 
I  to  Donna  Helena,)  my  conversation  pleased  nim, 
because  you  was  al^j^s  the  subject  of  it."  4)oir  '• 
George's  daughter  n^dc^'V^nodest' reply  Co'm^** 
compliment;  dteMvUoft  I  took  myk leave  of  this 
couple,  protesting  tjh^fi-I  was.ri^vished  to  find  their 
long  passion  was  at  length  browned  ;by  a  ;h^ppy 
marriage.  Then  addressing  n^ysetf  to^^r4^i(Us. 
I  desired  him  to  dve  me  l\js  direction,  :wlA(;)i  whfiT 
I  received,  "  Without  biifiiag  yoo^adieu,  th)!}  AA; 
drea,  (said  I,)  I  hope,  iinefs  than  eight  days,|yoii- 
will  see  that  I  have  power  as  weH'  as  tVi^dshidf' 
My'words  were  soon  verified  4  vi^eWy'nltt  aay 
the  Count  Duke  furnished  me*i^{|{|r^  pci^nsicuft*  to 
«*lige  die  keeper.  <'  SantillAr,  ^.aid  hi|t'<^l- 
lency,)  the  place  of  governor  of  tQj^>^g0ifrf^||^n  at 
Vailadolid  is  vacant :  it  brings  i«.tdfHff  ^N^  ihtf 
bmidred  pistoles  per' annum,  andf  s^Mfsd^ed  to 
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fellow  h  upon  thee.**  *'  I  woold  aot  htt?«  it,  mj 
lord,  (answered  I,)  were  it  worth  ten  thooiaiid 
docatt  yearly :  I  reooance  all  posts  that  I  cannot 
CDJoy  without  removing  from  yonr  grace."  "^  Bnl 
(resumed  the  minister)  thou  mayesi  very  well  eqjoy 
uis,  without  being  obiised  to  leave  Madrid,  except 
to  go  somedmes  to  yalladolid,  to  visit  the  prisoa." 
'*  You  may  say  what  you  please,  (I  replied;)  I  wiB 
not  accept  of  that  employment,  but  on  condidon 
that  I  shall  be  allowed  to  resign  in  favour  of  a 
brave  cendeman  called  Don  Afidrea  de  Tordesillas, 
fermerTy  keeper  of  the  lower  ^f  Segovia ;  I  should 
love  to  make  him  that  present,  as  an  acknowledlg- 
Mil  fQr  the  kind  treatment  I  received  from  him 
auring  m  v  confinement" 

The  minister,  laughing  at  this  discourse,  said,  ^  I 
see,  Gil  Bias,  thou  hast  a  mind  to  make  a  governor 
of  a  royal  prison,  as  thou  hast  made  a  viceroy 
Well,  be  it  so,  my  friend ;  I  give  to  thee  this  vacant 
place  for  Tordesdlas.  But  tell  me  freely  what  ad- 
vantage thou  wilt  reap  from  it :  for  I  don't  believe 
thee  fool  enough  to  employ  4hy  credit  for  nothing*" 
'^  Mv  lord^  (answered.!,)  puglu  not  a  man  to  paj 
his  debts  ?  Don  Andrea^  in  the  most  dinnterested 
•manner,  did  me  all  the  service  be  could :  ought  not 
I  to  requite  his  generosity  f*'  "  You  are  become 
very  disinterested,  Mr/  Sandllane,  (said  his  excel- 
lency :)  1  think  you  were  nof^so'miicfa  90  under,  the 
last  qimister."  ''  I  own  it,  (said  I ;)  my  morals 
were'  campled  by  bad  example :  as  ever^  thing 
was  thfnput  to  uJe,  I  conformed  myself  to  the 
fashion  {  and  as  c;yery  thing  is  now  g^ven  awayt  I 
hkve  resumed  my  inlegnty." 
•  I  procured,  then,  the  government  of  the  royal 
prison  of  Valladolid  for  Don  Andrea,  whom,  in  a 
Uttle  timei  I  sent  to  that  city,  as  well  satisfied  with 
his  liew'  setOement,  4i  I  was  with  the  opportuniQr 
of  acquit^qg  rayffelf  of  the  obligation  I  owed  him. 

•  •*•  ••    ^ 
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CHAPTER  Xir. 

Oks  afienioMi  I  was  leited  with  an  ificltoatkNi 
•f  viiiting  the  Aitarian  poet,  being  curiont  to 
know  how  he  was  lodged.  1  went  accor^^y  to 
^  hoase  of  Signior  Ddn  Bertrand  Gomel  de  Bi- 
bero,  and  asking  for  Nunnex,  ^*  He  does  not  livo 
berei  (said  the  porter ;)  but  lodges  there  at  present, 
having  hired  the  back*side  of  that  hoase."    So  say^ 

,  Isgy  he  jpointed  to  a  house  in  the  neighbourhood  | 
wfither  I  went,  and  after  having  crossed  a  SMaH 

"  ^conrt,  entered  into  a  naked  hall,  where  I  found  m 
friend  Fahricio  still  at  table,  with  five  or  six  of  ha 
coflspanions,  whom  he  treated  that  day. 

They  had  almost  dined,  and  conseqnendy  weeo 
in  a  trim  ibr  fjispnting;  but  as  soon'  as  they  per- 
ceived me,  their  noisy  discourse  subsided  into  pro^ 
finind  silence*  Nunnes  got  up  with  great  eagw^ 
ness  to  receive  me,  crying,  "  Gentlemen,  this  ia 
Signior  de^  SantiUane,  who  is  so  good  as  to  honooe 
me  with  a  visit;  pray  join  me,  in  paying  your  ro^ 
speds  to  the  favourite  of  the  prime  minister.*'  AM 
these  words,  all  the  gvests  got  op  to  salote  mof 
and,  in  favour  of  the  title  which  I  had  received^ 
tceated  me  with  great  civility  and  respect  Al- 
though I  was  neit^r  hungry  nor  thirsty,  I  could 
not  excuse  myself  from  sitting  down  abtable  with 
them ;  and  was  even  obliged  to  honour  the  toaSI 
which  they  had  proposed. 

As  I  imagined  that  my  presence  was  a  check 
upon  dieir  conversation,  *'  Gentlemen,  (said  I,)  I 
h«ve  bterrupted  your  discourse :  pray  resume  il^ 
or  I  will  be  gone."  '<  These  gentlemen  (said  Fa<* 
bricio)  were  talking  of  the  Iphigenia  of  £uripidsi^ 
The  Bachelor  Mddiior  de  Villegas,  who  is  a  crilitf 
of  the  first  order,  was  asking  of  Signior  Don  Jadnlo 
de  Romarata,  what  was  the  most  interesting  cir* 
uimstance  of  the  tragedy."  "  Tes,  (said  Don  Ja 
L  »  Vol.  III. 


iH  AUVKWI'UBBS  W  Oa  BLAf . 

dmoy)  and  I  matwered  that  it  was  the  danger  ol 
Ipbiimia."  «<  And  I  (laid  the  Bachelor)  replied, 
(and  I  am  ready  to  demonstrate  my  asseruon,)  that  , 
the  danger  is  not  the  most  interesting  part  of  the 
Ml^ect."  ''  What  is  then  ?"  (cried  the  old  Licen- 
tiate Gabriel  de  Leon.)  '« Tis  the  wind'*  (said  the 
Bachelor.) 

The  whole  company  bui'st  ont  into  koghing  at 
this  repartee,  which^I  could  not  believe  serious.  1 
thooghc  that  Melchior  pronounced  it  with  a  view 
of  enlivening  the  c|>nversation :  but  I  did  not  know 
this  virtuoso,  who  was  a  man  that  did  not  at -all  , 
Miderslaiid  raillery.  *'  l/augh  as  much  as  yarn 
I,  gentlemen,  (replied  be  drily,)  I  roaiutainr^ 

It  the  wind  alone  ought  to  interest,  surprise,  an4 
move  the  spectator :  figure  to  yourselves  a  numer- 
ous army  assembled  to  go  and  hesiege  Troy ;  con- 
ceive all  the  'impatience  of  the  cbi&  and  soldiers 
la  egtetute  that  enterprise,  that  they  may  spee^ly 
retrnn  into  Greece,  where  they  have  IdTt  what  is 
most  dear  to  them,  their  wivte,  children,  and  bous^ 
hold«f[ods;  tu  the  mean  time,,  a  cursed  contrury 
wind  detains  them  at  Aaiis,  seems  to  nail  them  to 
fbt  port,  and  if  it  does  not  change,  they  cannot  go 
and  besiege  the  city  of  Priam :  it  is  the  wind,  there- 
fire,  which  constitutes  the  most  interesting  point 
of  Uiat  tragedy.  I  share  with  the  Greeks,  I  es- 
pouse their  cause ;  my  whole  wish 'is  the  departure 
of  the  fleet;  and  I^see  with  indifference  the  danger 
of  Iphigeiiia,  since  her  death  is  the  only  means  of 
obtaining  a  favourable  wind  from  the  gods." 

Villegas  had  no  sooner  done  ^leaking  than  the 
'^langh  wuf  renewed  at  his  expeuce.  Nonnea  was 
so  mischievous  as  to  support  his  opinion,  that  he 
■light  afford  more  game  to  the  railers,  who  began 
la  pass  a  grtat  many  jokes  upon  die  wind :  but  the 
Bachelor  beholding  them  all  with  a  phlegmatic, 
haughty  look,  treated  them  as  ignorant  and  vulgar 
minds.  I  expected  every  moment  to  see  them 
warm,  and  to  go  to  loggerheads,  the  usnal  end  oC 
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dieir  difiertmtioni :  bat  I  was  balked  io  my  «»• 
pectatioo ;  they  were  contented  with  reviling  out 
another,  and  withdrew  when  they  had  eaten  and 
drank  their  fill. 

When  they  were'  gone,  I  asked  Fabricio  why  he 
did  not  live  still  with  his  treasurer  i  and  if  he  had 

Siarrelled  with  him.  *<  Qnarrelled !  (answered  he,^ 
od  forbid  :  I  am  more  in  &voor  than  ever  wiidb 
Signior  Don  Bertrand,  who  has  allowed  me  to  lodge 
by  myselC  I  have,  therefore,  hired  these  lodgings, 
to  receive  my  firiends,  and  make  merry  with  them 
in  fiiU  liberty ;  which  is  often  the  case :  for  thoa 
knowest  that  I  am  not  of  an  hnmovr  to  leave  much 
wealth  to  my  hdrs;  and  what  is '.very  happy  for 
me,  I  am,  at  piiWt^in%  ^ndition  of  enjoying 
parties  of  pleasure  every^lv^'  *'  1  ain  ovej^oyco 
to  hear  it,  my  dear  Nanfi'e|/Q[|]tf  t;]^an&  ilcal^|dl^*^ 
help  congratnlatbg  thee  aglEun  lAon  the  saceef%'^*< 
of  thy  last  tragedy :  fhe  whole  eight  hundfel  ij4^ 
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UURING  a  whole  month  almost,  his  grace  bad 
oeen  saying  to  me  every  day,  ^  Saritillane,  the  time 
draws  nigh  when  I  shall  set  thy  address  to  work  ;"* 
and  still  .this  time  did  not  come.  At  length,  hpw- 
eVer,  it  arrived ;  and  his  excellency  spoke  to  roe  in 
these  words :  "  It  is  reported  that,  in  the  company 
of  players  belonging  to  Toledo,  there  is  a  yoanff 
actress  whose  talents  make  a  great  noise ;  it  is  said 
that  she  dances  and  sings  divinely,  and  quite  cap-, 
dvates  the  spectators  by  her  declamation.  I  am 
assured  also,  that  she  has  a  considerable  share  of 
beauW.  Such  a  genius  deserves,  to  appear  at  court 
The  feng  loves  plays,  music,  and  dancing;  and  he 
must  not  be  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  seeing  and 
hearing  a  person  of  such  extraordinary  ment  T 
have  resolved,  theitfore,  to  send  thee  to  Toledo,  to 


«poB Aeti  wide- 


•i,  dMCl  AobU  gife  kit  grace  m  good  eocoiiiit  of 
oAv^  oBd  pwpored  ftv  ny  deportne  with 
lor<|fy  oaly,  whop  I  ordqed  to  pet  off-die 
*s  Imrr.  fkm  tUagt  aiigfal  he  done  the 

Akd  mb  wa«  tciy  Bfork  16 
hit  csodoKj's  Me.    I  kC  oot  then  Ar  Toledo, 

arri^d,  I  oKghldl  it  ea  ibd  near 
»ce  had  I  kC  ny  feoC  to  the  groond, 
iBHUonI,  takiog  at.  deehdeob  farsooie 
jcadevaa,  said  to  at,  "  Siguor  Carafier, 
I  aB|ipoie  yo«  are  caow  to  tows  to  Ke  the  aagosl 
ly  of  the  Aato  da  Fc^*  which  is  to  be  per- 

I  answered  in  the  aJEniative, 
pradeiit 


give  bun  an  oppennnitT  of  qneitkniing  me 
Toledo.    « 


my  cooMng  ta  Toledo.    «  Tdn  wifl  see  (he 
1)  one  of  the  fnest  protmiloni  that  ever 

(I  9«  toU)  mote  than  a  ban- 
whoba  thcj  reckon  above 
n  who  are  to  be  fannfL'*  . 
NcKtmoraing^  indeed,  bcA^  ;an-fise;  I  heaid 
1  the  beik  of  the  city  toffiog ;  and  tUs  Bidancbol/ 
novcrtne  tne  pfopifj  tnat  tnejr  weie 
going  ta  heipn  the' Anto  m  F&  •Cnrioas  lo  see 
this  soleoMuty,  I  pit  on  niy  doihes  in  a  hnry,  and 
repaired  to  the  nqaisition.  AA  tlong  Uie  MctU 
thioqgk  which  the  psotesuon  was  to  pass,  scaflokb 
were  erected,  anon  one  of  whidi  I  hireda|dace» 
InalitdetiBre  I  perceived  die  Doainican^  who 
walked  fciissoity  preceded  hy  the  banners  of  the 
piiiaiiilinn  *  ^Rkk  good  fiuhcrs  were  iiunediatdy 
feOowcd^  the  wretched  victiBS which  were  to  be 
ancriiced  that  day  hy  the  holy  ofice.  There 
slili  iiiatnui  ■sHiiliini 


•IhaAetofKMk 
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ImiAi  tad  ieet  bare,  each  haYutg  a  wax  ^per  io  bift 
kandi  and  a  godfetbei^  by  his  side.  Some  haA 
large  scapolaries  of  yellow  stuff,  garnished  with  St* 
Aiidrew's  crosses  painted  red,  and  called  sanbenito; 
olheH  wore  caroefaas,  which  ar^  high  papeir  caps 
mile  in  the  shape  of  a  sugar«loei^  ted  covered  with 
flames  and  diabolical  fignrelk 

As  I  looked  atlentiTOy  at-  these  unfbrtanato 
people  withacompassionf  winch  I  took  eare  to  coo- 
eeal,  tfiat'  I*  might  not  suffer  for  it,  I  thought  I 
recollected  among  those  who  had  their  heads 
adorned  with  carocbaa,  the  reveiiend  Father  Hilary^ 
and  his  companion  Bro^hne  Atn^rcie.  They  passed 


ed  Ihem  at  last  tf^  the^  jti^e  91  the  inquisi^n  l\\ 
86  s^tng^l  ^irin>9elf  seised  *Mt)i  horror :  I  trem"^* 
blied  nrom  qi|ad  ^fedt,  and  my  spirits  were  so  di»* 
Ofdered,  thaf'I-baCiflmpst  swoon^d^    The  conneo- 
don  which  i  onee  liitd  with  these  rogues,  the  ad- 
▼etttdre  of  Xelira,  in  short,*  all- the  circomsti|i)jcef  ^' 
MV  correspondence  with  them,  prew^t^tt|y«i- 
Mves  that  moment  to  my  &«;yj  andl  tHf^ght  I^^ 
toold  never  be  thankfhl  enough  to  God,  for  having 
preserved  lAe  from,  the  stapoWy  -and  caroch^s* 

When  the;cetemony  was  ended,  I  returned  to  the 
hitr^  trembling  at  die  dreadful  spectacle  wUch  I 
liad  beheld  I.  but  these,  adfictkig  images  which  dis- 
tuHbed  my  imagination  dispersed  yjsensibly ;  and 
tiOW  my  whole  study  was  to  acquis  myself  hand- 
tMiely  ef  the  commission  intrusted  to  my  care.  I 
Wdited  impatiently.for  play-time,  that^  ijiightgo 
16  tb^  theatre,  judging,  that  to  be  the  molt  proper 
beginning  of  my  work :  and  as  soon^^  |k  hoot 
Mine,  t  went  thither,  and  sat  down  hjk  kmgfat  of 


^  l^eople  named  by  the  inquisition,  to  acc4 
isoitera  to  the  Auto  da  Fe,  and  obliged  to  T 
rtheris. 
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Akaaten;  ivMi  whoa  enteriDg  imo  con 
**  Signiory  (taid  I  to  him,)  may  a  ttraamr  be  so  boU 
asloaskjoaoaeqiiestioa?''  *^SigiiiorCanJiery(aiH 
fwcrcd  be,  very  poDteij,)  I  shall  Unok  it  an  b«H 
aovr."    ''I  have  heard  the  acton  of  Toledo  (Ire- 
swDed)  very  onKh  ntoDed ;  pray,  have  I  been  bu»- 
infiNtDed  ?"  **  No,  (replied  the  knight,)  dieir  com- 
pany knot  bad;  nay,  thdre  are  great  players  among 
them.    Ton  will  see,  among  others,  the  fair  Locre- 
tia,  an  actrem  of  fomrteea  years  of  age,  who  will 
anrprise  yon  ^^WMJ^    I  sball  have  no  occaami 
10  point  her  oat  tlWboj^hen  she  appears,  yon 
wiB  easHy  duMmiKmtitm  the  rest."    I  asked 
if  she  was  topJHmatweiAg;  and  he  told  me  she 
worid,  observ^Bjpthe  ^pe  <i4|^J|kt  she  had  a 
very  shining  pajJI^fdituMbe  pCB 

f    4E^  ^  represe^B.  Jt^ft^  ^1     ' 

*      T^ilCe  play  beguf^  and  twq^Hfcwy^ho  had 

lendermg  them  channmg,  aql|^!fdnRrthe  stage* 
Jilt,  in  spite  of  the  lustre  oi'mUr  diaiponds,  I  took 
ithe  oiie*nor.the  other  for  her  whom  I  ex- 
length,  Locretia  walked  forward  from 
the  stage;  and  her  appearance  was 
sainted  by  along  and  general  clapping  of  hands. 
«*  Ah!  theie  she  is,  (said  I  to  myself :nMiat a noUe 
air!  what  grace!  what  fine  eyes!  y  the  divnie 
^^reatnre  P    I  was  actnally  very  *well  pleased,  or 
^ratlMp,pass^(^tdy*.sfrn»  with  her  person.    On 
;-  heani^^  hejt^ie^^|b^  fir|^  coapki,  I  found  she  had* 
Vk'^  underftf^ding  above  her  age ;  and 
ked  my  applause  to  that  which  she 
reiMviB%l>m,the  whole  audience,  during  the  per^ 
formand.    '*  WeB,  (said  the  knk^t  to^pe,)  yoa 
see  iKp  liocretia  is  caressed  by  ihe.pobUc^V    **  I 
am  not  at  aB  surprised  at  it,**  miswmd  I.^    To« 
amuld  be  less  so  stiQ,  (said  he,)  if  ypo  baa  heard 
h^d^g^ ,  She  ii  a  pferiect  syrenf   Woe  be  to  those 
whd^sieiiV \Her  dancing  is  no  less  fonnidable. 
^Her  neps,  'as*  dangerous  as  h^r  voice  charm  the 

»  V--.   •    .        *• 
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Ijre,  ind  force  the  heart  to  yield."  "  If  that  b«  tbi 
cue,  (cried  I,)  it  moat  be  owned  ihe  ia  a  prodiKy! 
What  happy  mortal  ha*  the  pleasure  of  mining 
himself  for  such  an  admirable  creature?" 

"  She  has  no  declared  lover,  (said  he,)  and  even 
Kandal  hat  not  as  yet  involved  her  in  any  private 
Dtrigne.  Nevertheless,  (added  he,)  this  may  iood 
K  the  case ;  for  Lncretia  is  under  the  conduct  of 
ner  annt  Estella,  who  is  certainly  the  most  expert 
f  all  the  actresses."  At  the  name  of  Estella,  I 
ntemipted  the  knigbt  with  precidtatioo,  to  ask  i. 
Jkat  Estella  was  an  actress  of  the  Toledo  company. 
"  Sbe  is  one  of  the  best  of  them,  (said  he :)  she  biif 
not  acted  to-day,  and  we  have  suffered  by  ber  id^* 
■ence :  sbe  usually  plays  the  [rart  of  the  waiting 
woman,  which  she  penbrms  to  Admiration.  Har 
BctioD  is  full  of  spirit ;  perhaps  too  full ;  but.  it  is 
an  aCTeeable  feult,  which  ought  to  be  forgiven,' 
The  knight  told  me  wonders  of  this  Estella ;  and, 
by  the  picture  he  drew  of  her  person,  I  never 
doubted  that  is  wa^;  Laura,  that  lame  Laura,  ol 
whom  I  have  spoken  so  much  in  xay  history,  aqd 
whom  I  bad  left  at  Grenada. 

However,  to  be  more  certain  (till,  aAer  the  play, 
I. went  behind  the  Kenes;  and  casting  my  eyes 
around,  found  her  in  tbe  tyring-room,  talking  to 
some  gendemen,  who,  perhaps,  regarded  her  only 
as  the  aunt  of  Lucretia.  1  advanced  to  salute 
Laura ;  but  whether  tlj 
puaish  me  for  my  precipj 
nada,  she  pretended  not  * 

civilities  so  drily,  ihn(V94K£ 
Instead  of  upbraiding  n^Ll|[  _. 

moor  i^L  her  ^Id  fadiRAtdw-^w^rds  me,  f  was 
fool  'OflsWA^  oeilk'ifat  \x;  I  even  retired 
hastifj^muSira^  i v/ny  paajioii.  to  return  next 
day  to  UflfrilT  "jp  bcit^tnged  of  Laura  (said 


S 


M  J[DTEIfT171IE8  OF  CHL  SLAS. 

cretia  as  I  pleate ;  I  \mre  no  more  to  do  but  to  Wa 
him  thai  she  dances  with  a  bad  grace,  that  she  ho 
a  sqaeiAnig  voice,  and  in  short,  that  her  dtmnm 
consist  in  her  youth  only.  I  am  sure  his  execllesH 
cy,  lifter  that,  wiU  have  no  bclination  to  hriag^  her 
to  conrt** 

Such  was  die  vengeance  I  meditated  agmsst 
Laura,  for  her  behaviour  to  me ;  but  my  rcacntmeat 
did  not  last  long:  pezt  day,  just  as  Iwas  about 
to  depart,  a  page  entered  my  chamber,  and  said, 
«<  Here  is  a  letter  for  Signior  de  SantiUane."  «« I 
am  die  person,  my  child,''  answered  I,  taking  Ae 
letter,  which  contained  these  words:  ^  Forget  the 
manner  in  which  you  was  received  last  ntght  in 
die  tyring-room,  and  be  so  good  as  to  follow  the 
bearer."  I  immediately  took  the  page  for  my  con- 
ductor, who,  when  we  were  near  the  play^hoow:^ 
introduced  me  into  a  very  handsome  house,  where 
I  found  Laura  at  her  toilet,  in  a  very  genteel 
apartment 

Bhe  got  op  to  embrace  me,-  sajring,  **  Sigmor  G8 
Bias,  I  know-that  you  have  no  cause  to  be  pleased 
with  the  reception  you  met  with,  when  you  cane 
to  salute  me  in  our  tyring-room ;  an  old  friend,  Bke 
you,  had  a  right  to  expect  more  civil  treatment: 
but  I  must  tell  you,  for  my  excuse,  that  I  was  then 
in  a  very  bad  humour.  When  3rou  appeared,  I 
was  quite  engrossed  by  some  scandalous  discourse 
which  one* of  our  geodemen  had  uttered  against 
my  niece,  wjiosa;hpiioi]^  is  dearer  to  me  than  mgr 
own.  •'flKur-^siKcft  retreat  j[added  she)  made  me 
imnieliately  rec<]^q|.my$eu;  and  that  moment  I 
ordered  my  pag^.jlb  follow  you  to  your  lodging, 
that  I  might  to-dayH|ake  amends  for  my  fadlt" 
^  That  is  already  done,  .my  deaj|  Lahr^f^said  I :) 
let  us  talk  no  mojk^of  thaldnatter^  ^  us  rather 
inform  one  an^er  e^/f^faaK^as  happened  to  us 
UDce  the  uq||^cl^  dw  m  wtiioh'^^  mtead  of  jost 
chastisetteQjt  iAad|  fft  quit  Greoado  with  gnot 
precipitatioi|[.    I  im^yon,  you  ^ay 


ft 
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pMtly  greftt  perplexity :  pray,  how  did  yon  extri- 
cate yourself?  Had  yoa  Dot  occasion  for  all  yonr 
address,  to  apoease  yonr  Portuguese  lover?"  "  Not 
at  all  (replied  Ijanra :)  don't  yon  know,  that  in  such 
eases  the  men  are  so  weak,  that  they  sometimes 
even  spare  the  women  the  trouble  to  justify  them- 
selves r  I  affirmed  (continued  she)  to  the  MarqiHS 
of  Marialva,  that  thou  wast  my  brother.  Pardon 
me,  Mr.  Santillane,  T  I  speak  to  you  as  familiarly 
as  heretofore:  but  I  can't  get  rid  of  my  old  habits. 
I  tdl  thee  then,  that  I  braiened  it  out  '  Don't  you 
see  f  said  I  to  the  Portuguese  nobleman)  that  all 
this  IS  the  work  of  jealousy  and  rage  f  Narcissa, 
my  comrade  and  rival,  incensed  to  see  roe  in  quiet 
possession  of  a  heart  of  which  she  is  balked,  hae 
played  me  this  trick:  she  has  bribed  the  under 
candle-snuffer,  who,  as  the  minister  of  her  resent- 
ment, has  the  impudence  to  say  that,  he  has  seen 
me  Arsenia's  chamber-maid.  Nothing  can  be  more 
fiJse :  the  widow  of  Don  Antonio  Coello  always 
entertained  too  noble  sentiments,  to  humble  herseL 
so  low  as  to  serve  an  actriess.  Besides,  what  proves 
the  falsity  of  the  accusati6n,  and  the  conspiracy  a. 
my  accusers,  is  the  precipitate  retreat  of  my  bro- 
ther :  if  he  was  present,  he»might  confound  their 
slander;  but  Narcissa  has,  doubtless,  employed 
some  new  artifice,  to  make  him  disappear.'  Though 
these  reasons  (pursued  Laura)  made  but  an  indif- 
ferent apology,  the  Marquis  was  so  good  as  to  be 
satisfied  with  it :  and  that  good-natured  nobleman 
continued  to  love  me,  until  the  day  of  his  departure 
from  Grenada,  on  his  return  to  Portugal.  Indeed, 
he  did  not  stay  long  after  thee :  and  the  wife  of 
Zapata  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  me  lose  the  lover 
of  whom  I  had  deprived  her.  After  that,  I  lived 
some  years  at  Grenada :  then  a  division  happening 
in  our  company,  which  is  often  the  case,  all  the 
players  separated :  some  went  to  Seville,  others  to 
Cordova ;  and  I  came  to  Toledo,  where  I  have  been 
ten  years,  with  my  niece  Lucretia^  whom  thou  must 
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b«fe  seeo  act  last  night,  sbce  thou  wast  at  the 


plar 


n 


coald  oot  help  laogfaing  in  this  place;  and 


Lanra  asking  the  caasci  "  Can't  you  guess  ?  fsaid 
I:)  you  have  neither  brother  nor  sister,  and,  of 
conseauence,  cannot  be  Lucretia's  aunt  Besides, 
when  1  caknlate  the  time  which  hath  elapsed  since 
our  last  separation,  and  compare  it  with  the  age  o/ 
your  niece,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  you  are 
more  nearly  related/' 

"^  I  understand  you,  Mr.  Gil  Bias,  (replied  Don 
Antonio's  widow,  reddening ;)  what  a  chronologist 
joa  are !  it  is  impossible  to  make  you  believe  it 
Weil  then,  my  friend,  Lucretia  is  my  daughter  by 
die  Marquis  of  Manalva ;  she  is  the  fitiit  of  our 
correspondence ;  I  can  no  longer  conceal  it  from 
Chee."  **  What  a  great  effort  you  make,  my  prin- 
cess, (said  I,)  in  revealing  that  secret,  after  having 
impaited  to  me  your  adventures  with  the  steward 
of  the  hospital  of  Zamora.  I  must  tell  you,  more- 
over, Lucreda  is  a  maid  of  such  singular  merit, 
that  the  public  can  never  be  thankful  enough  to 
you  for  having  made  such  a  present  to  it  It  were 
to  be  wished,  that  all  your  comrades  had  done  the 
lame."  If  some  misdiievous  reader,  in  this  place, 
recollecting  the  private  conversations  which  i  had 
with  Laura  at  Grenada,  while  I  was  secretai^  to 
the  Marquis  of  Manalva,  saspecls  that  I  might 
have  disputed  with  that  nobleman  the  honour 
of  being  Lucreda's  father,  it  u  a  suspicion,  the 
justice  of  which  I  must  avow  to  my  shame.  I 
fecounted  my  principal  adventures  to  Laura,  in 
my  turn,  and  made  her  acquainted  with  my  present 
situadon.  She  listened  to  my  narradon  so  atten- 
tively, as  to  shew  that  it  was  far  from  being  indif- 
ferent to  her :  and  when  I  had  finished  it,  **  Friend 
Saodllane,  (said  she  J  I  find  tou  act  a  very  const* 
derable  part  on  the  theatre  of  the  world ;  and  you 
cannot  imagine  how  much  I  am  oveijoyed  at  your 
good  fiirtnne     When  1  shall  bring  Lucretia  to 
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Madrid,  with  an  iDtention  to  introduce  her  into  the 
Prince's  company,  I  flatter  myself  that  she  will 
find  a  powerful  protector  in  Signior  de  SantiUane." 
**  Never  doubt  that,  (answered  I,)  you  may  depend 
upon  me:  I  will  procure  your  daughter's  admit- 
tance into  the  Prince's  company  whenever  you 
please;  this  is  what  I  can  promise,  without  pre- 
suming too  much  upon  my  power."  "  I  would  take 
you  at  your  word,  (replied  Laura,)  and  set  out  for 
Madrid  to-morrow,  were  I  not  restricted  to  this 
plaoe  by  engagements  with  our  company."  "  An 
order  from  court  can  break  these  ties,  (said  I,)  and 
you  shall  receive  one  in  less  than  eight  days.  I 
shall  be  pleased  in  taking  Lucretia  from  the  To- 
ledans:  such  a  handsome  actress  is  destined  for 
courtiers,  and  properly  belongs  to  us." 

Lucretia  entered  the  room,  just  as  I  had  pro<* 
nounced  these  words :  and  seemed  so  pretty  and 
engaging,  that  I  took  her  for  the  godaess  Hebe. 
She  had  just  risen ;  and' her  natural  beauty  shining 
without  die  help  of  art,  presented  a  ravishing  ob- 
ject to  my  view.  "  Come,  niece,  (sud  her  mother 
to  her,)  come  and  thank  this  gentleman  for  his 
friendship :  he  b  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine,  who 
das  great  interest  at  court,  and  mtends  to  introduce 
ns  both  into  the  Prince's  company."  These  words 
seemed  to  give  pleasure  to  the  dear  girl,  who  made 
me  a  low  courtesy;  and  said,  with  an  enchanting 
smile,  <*  I  most  humbly  thank  you  for  your  obliging 
intention;  but,  in  taking  me  from  the  people  bv 
whom  I  am  beloved,  are  you  sure  that  I  shall 

1>lease  the  audience  at  Madrid  ?  I  shall,  perhaps, 
ose  by  the  change.  I  remember  to  have  heard  my 
aunt  say,  that  she  has  seen  actors  caressed  in  one 
place,  and  hissed  in  another;  and  this  gives  roe 
some  concern :  beware  of  exposing  me  to  the  con- 
tempt, and  yourself  to  the  reproaches  of  the  court.'* 
**  fair  Lucretia,  (answered  I,)  neither  you  nor  .1  . 
have  reason  to  be  apprehensive  of  that:  I  rather 
fear,  that  by  inflaming  all  that  behold  you,  yon  • 
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wLlcvMto  tone  mifiiiidertluMlaiiguMMgcNfer  _ 
dees.''  ^  The  finu*  of  my  niece  (said  LMurm)  it  bd- 
ter  foanded  than  yoars ;  bat  I  hope  they  are  faodi 
>iraia :  if  Locietia  caimoc  make  a  noite  by  bar 
charmiy  ia  lecompencey  she  it  no  coateaBydUe 
actrets.** 

Oar  comrefiatioa  laeled  tooie  time  kmger;  aatf 
I  bad  reason  to  concbide,  from  every  thing  vhich 
Locretia  said,  that  she  was  a  maid  of  a  sopcrier 
genios.  I  then  took  my  leave  of  the  tvro  mdias, 
amoriog  them,  that  diey  should  soon  have  an  oidir 
from  coorl  to  repair  to  Madrid. 


CBAPTERIL 


At  my  retnm  to  Madiid,  I  fimnd  the  Comrt- 
Dake  very  impadent  to  knoir  the  snooess  of  iMr 
lonraey.  «'  GU  Bias,  (said  he,)  hast  thon  seen  ihM 
same  actress  f  Is  she  worth  bringing  to  coariP* 
^  My  lord,  (I  replied,)  Fame,  which  nsoally  praises 
beauties  more  than  they  deservei  has  not  atfi 
enough  in  commendation  of  yoong  Locretia ;  she  is 
an  admirable  creature,  both  as  to  her  person  and 
talents.'^  *<  Is  it  possible  !  (cried  the  mioislery  wilh 
an  interior  satisfaction,  which  I  read  in  hU  eyes, 
and  which  made  me  believe  that  he  bad  sent  me  to 
Toledo  on  his  own  account)  is  it  posdble  that  she 
can  be  so  amiable !"    *<  When  you  have  seen  her, 

i answered  I,)  you  will  own,  that  no  eulogium  can 
[o  justice  to  her  charms."  **  Santillane,  (sud  his 
eicellency,)  give  me  a  (aiUiful  relation  of  thy  jour- 
ney ;i  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  it.''  To  satisfy 
mv  master,  I  then  recounted  all,  even  the  history 
of  Laura  inclusively.  I  told  him,  that  this  actress 
had  Locretia  by  the  Marquis  of  Marialva,  a  Porta- 
gnese  i\oblemaii|  who,  stopping  at  Grenada  on  his 
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trttveh,  fell  in  love  with  her.  In  iboit,  when.  | 
hed  recooBled  to  his  grace  every  thing  thai  hafli 
happened  hetwcen  the  two  actresses  and  me,  he 
said,  "I  am  oveijoyed  to  hear  that  Ijocretia  is  the 
dknghter  of  a  man  of  quality ;  that  circumstanee 
interests  me  still  more  in  lier  behalf;  she  most,  be 
hrooght  to  town.  But  (added  he)  continue  as  thon 
hast  begun ;  let  not  me  araear  in  it :  eveir  thing 
must  pass  in  die  name  of  Cnl  Bias  de  Santiyane. 

I  went  and  told  Garnero,  that  his  excellencir  de- 
•siied  him  to  expedite  an  order,  by  which  the  King 
Neeived  inno  his  trompaiiy  ^ella  and  liucretint 
two  actresses  of  ToiedOi    <*  Aha!  Signior  de  Sm 
tillaae !  f  said  Camero,  with  a  satiric^  smile ;)  yes, 
yon  shidi  be  served  hnmedialely,  sinc^  in  all  a|h 
pearance^  yon  interest  yonrself  for  thoie  two  la- 
dies."   At  the  same  time, .  h^  wrote  an-  order  with 
his  own  hand,  and  demered  it  to  me  to  be  ei|Mh 
dited }  so  that  I  sent  it  Mtao|^  to  Estella  by  thr 
same  lacquey  who  ^pid  S^tended  Q^  to  Toledo 
Biffht  days  sAer,  the  matiiei:  an^MaPghter  arriving 
at  Madrid,  took  lodgings  ht/d  J^llie  Prince's  €<«9 
pany,  and  their  first  carMgMl^£ivMM»  ooticoo 
rt  by  a  billet    I  visited  t^^kixm^^tely^  where 
after  a  thousand  offelMif^.^vic^<(ii'iiny  side,  ami 
as  many  acknowledgment!  on  theirs,  I  left  themr^  .. 
prepare  for  their  &rs€^Pm>\f^^1ipeir2Lncef  whidi'  '^ 
wisned  might  be  brilliant  and  sacces^L        .  ^s^i^ 

They  advertised  themselves  as  two  new  acftresses 
whom  the  Prince's  company  had  received  by  at 
<mler  firom  court;  and  they  began  with* a  corned} 
which  they  had  often  acted  at.  Toledo  with  ap 
plause.    In  what  part  of  the  worid  are  ne'W  siglu 
disregarded  f    The  play-house  was  that  day  fillec 
with  an  extraordinary  concourse  of  spectators ;  an 
yon  may  well  imagine  that  I  did  not  fail  to  b 
there.    1  suffered  a  littk  before  the  piece  l^enn; 
and,  prepossessed  as  I  was  in  favour  of  die  tuenH 
hoth  of  mother  and  daughter,  I  trembled  for  theas, 
in  much  was  I  interested  in  their  success.    Bat 
M  Vol.  Ill 
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tcaree  had  tbey  opened  their  vioatfas,  when  my 
fear  was  baoiihed  by  the  applaase  wUcfa  they  re- 
ceived. Estella  was  looked  upon  as  a  consammate 
comic  actress,  and  Lucretia  as  a  prodigy  in  tender 
parts.  This  last  captivated  all  hearts.  Some  ad- 
mired the  beauty  of  her  eyes,  others  were  touched 
by  the  sweetness  of  her  v6ice ;  and  every  body, 
struck  with  the  graces  and  brilliancy  of  her  youth, 
went  away  enchanted  by  her  appearance. 

The  Count-Duke  being  more  interested  dian  I 
imagined  in  the  first  essay  of  this  actress,  was  at 
the  play  that  evening ;  and  I  saw  him  go  out  about 
the  end  of  the  performance,  seemingly  very  well 
satisfied  with  our  two  new  players.  Curious  to 
know  if  he  was  reaU|r  affected  with  their  success,  I 
followed  him  home,  and  going  into  Us  closet  just 
after  him ;  **  Well,  my  lord,  (said  I,^  is  your  ex- 
cellency satisfied  with  young  Mariaiva?"  **  My 
excellency  (answered  he  smiling)  wooM  be  very 
nice  indeed,  if  I  refused  to  join  my  vote  to  that  of 
the  public.  Tes,  child,  I  am  charmed  with  thy 
Lucretia,  and  I  don't  doubt  that  the  Ejng  wiQ  be 
pleased  when  he  sees  her." 


CBAPTER  m. 

Thk  appearance  of  two  new  actresses  soon 
made  a  noise  at  court;  the  very  next  day  it  was 
spoke  of  at  the  King's  levee.  Some  noblemen 
extolled  young  Lucreda  in  particular,  and  drew 
such  a  beautiful  pictu/e  of  her,  that  the  monarch 
was  struck  with  it :  but  dissembling  the  impression 
which  their  discourses  made  upon  his  heart,  he 
teemed  to  take  no  notice  of  what  they  said.  Never- 
theless, as  soon  as  he  fi>und  himself  alone  with  tie 
Ociunt-Duke,  he  asked  who  this  actress  was,  whom 
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they  praised  so  much.  The  minister  answeredi 
that  she  was  a  young  player  of  Toledo,  who  had 
made  her  first  appearance  the  preceding  night  with 
great  success.  She  is  called  Lucretia,  (added  he,) 
a  name  very  suitable  to  people  of  her  profession. 
She  is  an  acquaintance  of  Santillane's,  who  spoke 
so  much  in  her  favour,  that  I  thought  proper  to  re- 
ceive her  into  your  majesty's  company." 

The  King  smiled,  when  he  heard  my  name  men- 
tioned because  he  remembered  perhaps  at  that 
moment,  that  it  was  I  who  had  made  htm  ac- 

3uainted  with  Catalina,  and  foresaw  that  I  should 
o  him  the  same  service  on  this  occasion.  "  Count, 
(said  he  to  the  minister,)  I  will  go  to-morrow  and 
see  this  Lucretia  act  Take  care  to  advertise  her 
of  my  intention." 

The  Count-Duke,  having  repeated  this  conversa- 
tion to  me,  and  informed  me  of  the  King's  design, 
sent  me  to  impart  it  to  our  two  actresses.  *'  I 
come  (said  I  to  Laura,  who  was  the  first  I  met)  to 
tell  you  a  piece  of  great  news ;  you  will  to-morrow 
have  among  your  spectators  the  sovereign  of  this 
monarchy ;  this  is  what  I  am  ordered  by  the  mi- 
nister to  acquaint  you  with.  I  don't  doubt  that 
your  daughter  and  you  will  do  your  utmost  to 
deserve  the  honour  which  the  King  intends  you ; 
but  I  advise  you  to  choose  a  piece  in  which  there 
is  both  dancing  and  music,  that  he  may  admire  all 
the  talents  of  Lucretia  together." — "  We  will  take 
your  advice,  (replied  Laura,)  and  do  all  in  our 

Eower  to  amuse  the  Prince." — "  He  cannot  fail  of 
eing  pleased,  (said  I,  seeing  Lucretia  come  in,  in  a 
dishabille,  which  gave  her  more  charms  than  the 
most  superb  theatrical  dress.)  He  will  be  so  much 
the  more  satisfied  with  your  lovely  niece,  as  he 
loves  singing  and  dancing  above  all  other  enter- 
tainments ;  who  knows  but  he  may  be  tempted  to 
tlurow  the  handkerchief  at  her  ?" — '*  I  don't  at  all 
wish  (replied  Laura)  that  he  may  have  any  soch 
temptation  ;  notwithstanding  his  being  a  powerful 
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Im  nigbt  find  obftades  to  tbe  accoiBp&ik* 
of  hit  denres.  Locfetia  is  villooiiiy  thoogfc 
hrad  behind  tbe  iceiics :  and  whatever  pkuore  sht 
mmj  ftd  in  seeing  herself  sfMdaaded  on  the  stagii^ 
she  woold  much  rather  pass  Sat  a  modest  g^l  tiiaa 
iNT  a  good  actress." 

<*  Why  shonU  m j  aont  (said  joong  Harialfa, 
joiung  in  the  conversation)  form  soch  chimeras  to 
fighl  with  i  I  shall  never  be  obliged  to  repulse  the 
sighs  of  the  King ;  the  delicacy  of  his  taste  wiU 
save  him  from  the  reproaches  h€  would  deserve,  it 
he  coidd  humble  his  attention  to  me."— -''But 
eharming  Lncretia,  (said  I,)  should  il  happen  thai 
the  Prince  would  attach  himielf  to  you,  and  choose 
MB  for  his  mbtrcss,  would  you  be  so  cruel  as  to 
let  him  languish  in  your  dmins,  Ufce  an  ordinary 
Iflfvcr  ?"— '« Why  not  ?  (answered  she.)  Yesi  doubt- 
less :  and  though  virtue  were  out  of  the  qoestipu, 
my  vani^  would  exult  much  more  in  reas^ng  tlnn 
in  yielding  to  his  passion.''  I  was  not  a  little 
astonished  to  bear  a  pupil  of  Laura  talk  in  tUi 
manner ;  and  left  the  udies»  praising  die  last  ibr 
having  bestowed  soch  good  educaticm  on  theother* 

Next  day,  the  King,  impatient  to  see  Lucretia, 
went  to  the  play.  Thqr  acied  a  performance  mixed 
with  songs  and  dances,  in  which  our  young  actrem 
shone  very  much.  From  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
I  kept  my  eyes  fixed  on  the  monarch,  and  in  lus 
looks  endeavoured  to  read  his  thoughts*,  but  he 
baffled  my  penetration,  by  an  air  of  gravity  which 
all  along  he  affected  to  preserve.  I  did  not  learn 
till  next  day  what  I  was  so  curious  to  know. 
**  Sandllane,  (said  the  minister  to  me,)  I  have  just 
left  the  King,  who  has  spoken  to  me  of  Lucretia 
with  so  much  vivacity,  that  I  am  convinced  he  is 
captivated  by  that  young  player ;  and  as  I  told  him 
that  thou  wast  the  occasion  of  bringing  her  from 
Toledo,  he  said  he  sboold  be  glad  to  talk  with  tbee 
in  private  on  that  snh|ect*  Go  instantly  and  pre- 
sent  thyself  at  his  chandMr-door,  where  there  is  an 
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vfder  already  given  to  admit  thee.    Iln% 
tbnBi  and  bring  me  back  as  soon  as  possibk  «ft  ac- 
count of  the  conversation.'* 

I  flew  instantly  to  the  palace,  where  I  feoad  tbe 
Cng  alone.,  walking  very  fast,  in  expectation  of  uqr 
coming,  and  seemingfy  very  nrach  perplexed.    He 

{Qt  several  questions  to  me  about  Lucretia,  whose 
istory  he  obliged  me  to  recount :  he  Aen  asked  if 
the  little  gentlewoman  had  never  been  engaged  in 
any  intrigue.  I  boldly  assured  him  that  she  had 
not  f tbongh  these  sorts  of  assurances  are  a  litth 
rash,)  and  the  Prince  seemed  very  dad  to  hear  It, 
'^^  If  that  be  the  case,  (stud  he,)  I  choose  thee  for 
my  agent  with  Lucretia;  and  desire  that  by  thy 
means  she  may  this  evening  learn  her  victory.  (So, 
rignify  her  conquest  from  me,  (added  he,  putting 
into  my  hand  a  diamond  necklace  worth  forty 
thousand  crowns,)  and  tell  her  that  I  desire  she 
will  accept  of  that  present,  undl  I  givo  her  more 
solid  marks  of  my  affection.** 

Before  I  performed  this  commission,  I  went  baflk 
to  tbe  Count-Duke,  and  made  a  faithful  report  of 
what  the  King  had  said :  with  this  I  ima^ned  the 
minister  would  be  more  afflicted  than  rejoiced,  for 
t  beBeved,  (as  I  have  already  observed,)  that  he, 
himself  had  amorous  views  vpon  Lucretia,  and 
would  be  chagrined  to  hear  that  his  master  was 
become  his  rival ;  but  I  was  mistaken.  Far  from 
seeming  mortified  at  the  news,  it  gave  him  so  much 
joy,  that,  being  unable  to  contain  it,  some  words 
escaped  him  which  did  not  fall  to  the  ground. 
*^  Aha !  Philip,  (cried  he,)  egad,  I  have  yoa  fast 
For  once  you  will  be  sick  of  business.'*  This  apos- 
trophe disclosed  the  whole  contrivance  of  tbe 
Count-Duke.  I  now  perceived,  that  the  minister 
being  afraid  of  the  King's  applying  himself  to 
serious  affairs,  endeavoured  to  amuse  him  with 
pleasures  more  suitable  to  his  humour.  *^  SantiUaae^ 
he  afterwards,)  lose  oa  time  ;  make  hasle,  oty 
to  go  and  execute  die  important  ovder 
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whieh  tboa  hast  received,  ud  wUch  a  great  maaj 
soUemeD  al  court  would  glory  in  performing.  Coo- 
tideri  (said  he)  that  thou  hast  here  no  Count  de 
Lemoc  to  deprive  thee  of  one  half  of  the  honour 
acquired  in  this  service.    Thou  wilt  have  it  entirehr 
to  thjrseify  and  moreover  enjoy  all  the  fruits  of  it.^ 
Thus  did  his  excellency  guild  the  pill,  which  I 
•wallowed  down  gently,  though  not  without  ta^nf 
the  bitterness  of  it :  for,  since  my  imprisonment,  I 
bad  been  used  to  look  upon  things  in  a  moral  point 
•of  view,  and  did  not  think  the  post  of  Mercury  in 
chief  quite  so  honourable  as  it  was  called.    How- 
ever, though  I  was  not  vicious  enough  to  perform 
it  without  remorse,  I  had  not  virtue  sufficient  to 
make   me  refuse  the   employment    I    therefore 
obeyed  the  King  the  more  mllingly,  as  I  saw  at 
the  same  dme  that  my  compliance  would  be  agree- 
able to  the  minister,  whom  it  was  my  sole  study  to 
please.    I  thought,  proper  to  address  myself  at  first 
to  Laura,  to  whom  in  a  private  conversation  1  dis- 
closed my  mission  in  a  discreet  manner;  and, 
towards  the  end  of  the  discourse,  presented  the 
jewels :  at  sight  of  which,  the  lady  being  unable  to 
conceal  ber  joy,  gave  a  loose  to  it    **  Signior  Gil 
Bias  (cried  she,)  I  ought  not  to  constrain  myseK 
before  my  oldest  and  best  friend.    I  should  be  to 
blamei  in  affecting  a  false  severity  of  morals,  and 
making  grimaces  with  you.    Yes,  you  need  not 
doubt  it,  (continued  she,)  I  am  ovetjoyed  that  my 
daughter  has  made  sucb  a  predous  conquest,  aU 
the  advantages  of  which  I  comprehend ;  but,  be- 
tween you  and  me,  I  am  afraid  that  Lucretia  will 
look  upon  them  with  a  different  eye:  for,  though  a 
young  actress,  she  is  so  careful  of  her  chastity,  that 
she  has  already  r^ected  the  addresses  of  two  young 
noblemen,  both  amiable  and  rich.    You  may  say 
indeed,  that  these  were  not  kings.    True;  and,  in 
all  probability,  the  passion  of  a  crowned  head  will 
shake  the  virtue  of  Lucretia.    Nevertheless,  I  must 
tell  you,  that  the  thing  is  uncertain,  and  I  dedars 
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tbmt  I  will  never  force  the  incliDationf  of  my 
daughter.  If,  far  from  thinking  herself  hononred 
by  the  transient  affection  of  the  King,  she  shall 
regard  that  honour  as  infamous,  let  not  that  great 
Prince  be  disobliged,  if  she  shall  conceal  herself 
from  him.  Return  to-morrow,  (added  she,)  and 
then  I  will  tell  you  whether  you  must  carry  biick 
to  him  a  favourable  answer  or  his  jewels." 

I  did  not  at  all  doubt  that  Laura  would  exhort 
Lucretia  to  swerve  from  her  duty,  rather  than 
remain  in  it,  and  I  depended  a  good  deal  on  that 
exhortation.  Nevertheless,  I  Teamed  with  mr^ 
prise  next  day,  that  Laura  had  as  much  difficulty 
in  swaying  her  daughter  to  vice,  as  other  mothers 
have  to  form  theirs  to  virtue;  and,  which  is  sdD 
more  surprising,  Lucretia,  after  havine  granted 
some  private  interviews  to  the  monarch,  felt  so 
much  remorse  for  having  yielded  to  his  desires, 
that  she  quitted  the  world  all  of  a  sudden,  and 
shut  herself  up  in  the  monastery  of  the  Incamationi 
where  she  soon  fell  sick,  and  died  of  grief.  Laura, 
being  inconsolable  for  the  loss  of  her  daughter, 
whose  death  she  upbraided  herself  with,  retired 
into  the  convent  of  the  Female  Penitents,  there  to 
mourn  the  pleasures  of  her  youth.  The  King  was 
affected  by  the  unexpected  retreat  of  Lucretia; 
but,  being  of  a  humour  not  to  be  long  afflicted  at 
Buy  thing,  consoled  himself  by  degrees  for  this 
evenC  As  for  the  Count-Duke,  although  he  did 
not  seem  very  much  touched  at  diis  incident,  it  did 
not  fail  to  give  hint  a  great  deal  of  mortification 
and  this  the  reader  will  easily  believe. 
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CBAPTER  IF. 


I  WA«  tlio  •ennUy  afiectod  by  the  misfortaoe 
ft  Lucretia,  and  felt  soch  remorse  for  haviog  coo* 
twhutcd  to  it,  iJuiti  looking  upon  myself  as  aa 
irfamaai  wretch,  io  qMte  of  the  quality  of  the  lover 
vhose  passion  I  had  served,  I  resolved  to  abandon 
ihe  oadttcens  for  ever.  I  even  expressed  to  the 
Minister  the  reluctance  I  bad  to  bear  it,  and  begged 
km  would  employ  me  in  something  dse.  **  Saotit 
hae,  (sud  be,)  I  am  charmed  with  thy  delicacy  | 
mm!  since  thou  art  a  man  of  soch  hoooor,  will  give 
thee  an  occupation  more  suitable  to  t^  virtue^ 
Thu  it  is;  listen  attentively  to  what  I  zm  go'ing  w 
Impart. 

**  Some  years  before  I  was  in  favour,  (continued 
be,^  chance  one  day  presented  to  my  view  a  lady 
so  handsome  and  well-made,  that  I  ordered  her  fo 
be  foUowed.  I  learned  that  she  was  a  Genoess^ 
called  Donna  Mai^^ta  Spioola,  who  lived  al 
Madrid  on  the  revenue  of  her  bean^,  and  that  Don 
Francisco  de  Valeasar,*  an  akade  of  the  court,  a 
nch  old  nmrried  man,  spent  a  great  deal  of  money 
upon  die  coquette.  This  report,  which  ooglit  ta 
have  inspired  me  with  conteoipt  far  her,  made  ne 
aoQceive  a  violent  desire  of  ihacuig  bet  favoucs 
with  Valeasar ;  and  to  satisfy  it,  I  had  recourse  to  a 
female  go-between,  who  had  the  address  in  a  little 
time  to  procure  for  me  a  private  interview  with  the 
Genoese ;  and  that  was  followed  by  many  more,  so 

*  Don  Frsocisco  Yaleassr-  actually  married  this  lady 
when  she  was  big  with  ciiild,  and  adopted  the  boy,  whom 
he  educated  and  acknowledged  as  his  own  son,  during  the 
■pace  of  diirty-one  years ;  at  the  expiration  of  which,  the 
Gouot-Diike,  finding  himwlf  without  heiri'male^  had  hbn 
Nghimated  and  created  Msniins  of  Mayensa. 


jU»¥XNVORn  or  as.  mok  m 

Bmt  Hvy  mal  ud  I  were  eqaflHy  irril  intMt  tm 
ptir  preseots.  Perhaps,  too,  the  aad  other  g«Jlaiili 
m  happy  as  we  weve. 

"^  Be  that  ftfr  It  will,  Margarita,  in  reoeiviag  Mich 
coafuBed  hoaage,  iasensibly  becatiie  pregilant,  and 
brought  forth  a  sod,  the  heaoar  of  whom  ^he  be* 
stowed  OD  each  of  her  lovers  in  partioiilar )  but  not 
one  of  tliem  being  in  conscteooe  able  to  boast  hian 
nif  the  father'  of  that  child,  it  was  disowned  by 
tbem  all ;  so  that  the  Geiioesewas  obliged  to  main- 
tain it  with  the  fruit  of  her  intrigues :  this  she  did 
for  eighteen  years,  at  tbe  end  of  which  term  dyingj 
she  has  left  her  son  without  fortvne,  and,  wbicb  li 
worse,  withoot  edncattoo. 

''  Ttns  (pursued  his  grace)  is  the  secret  I  iiad  to 
impart,  and  I  will  now  infom  thee  c^  the  great 
design  which  I  haire  projected.  I  will  bring  thb 
anfortunate  child  from  obscurity,  and  making  Urn 
pass  from  one  extreme  to  another,  raise  him  to 
honours,  and  own  him  for  my  son." 
.  At  this  extravagant  project,  it  was  imposrible  fer 
me  to  hold  my  tongae.  ^How!  my  lord,  (cried  I,) 
can  your  excellency  have  taken  such  a  strange 
resolution  i  Pardon  me  for  using  that  term,  a'hich 
hath  escaped  my  seal." — '*  Thou  wilt  find  it  is  very 

Erudent,  (he  replied  with  precipitation,)  when  I 
ave  told  thee  the  reasons  thai  have  determined 
me  to  take  it.  I  don't  desire  that  my  collaterals 
should  be  my  heirSk  Thou  wilt  sky,  that  I  am  not 
as  yet  of  such  an  advanced  age,  as  to  make  me 
lespak  of  having  children  by  my  Jady  OBvares. 
But  every  one  kno^  himself  best  Let  it  snfflei^ 
to  td\  thee,  that  there  ts  no  secret  in  chemistry 
which  I  have  not  tried,  in  vain,  to  become  a  iather« 
TJiecefiire,  since  fortune,  supplying  the  drfect  ot 
aatare,  presents  a  child  to  me,  whose  true  father 

nfihaps  I  am,  I  am  resolved  to  adopt  him."  When 
law  the  miaister  beat  oo  diis  adoption,  I  ceased 
tei  appose  it,  knowing  him  to  be  a  man  capable  at 
committiog  a  foolish  action  rather  than  swerve  4ron% 

M  S  Vol.  III.  18 


m  jmvMKtmaB  or  gh.  blab. 

hit  OiVB  opkioB.  '*  The  waim  bashieu  iioir  (»Ucl 
he)  it  to  bestow  edaoatioo  hood  Don  Henry  rUlip 
de  Gasman,  for  this  name  i  hueod  he  shall  bear, 
nntil  he  shall  be  in  a  condition  to  possess  the  digp- 
nities  that  await  him.  Thoo,  my  dear  SantUIanr^ 
art  the  person  whom  I  chooie  to  be  his  totor.  I 
confide  in  thj  understanding  and  attachment  to  me 
ibr  thy  care  m  regulating  his  iamily,  in  giving  htm 
all  sorts  of  masters ;  in  a  word,  of  making  him  an 
accomplished  cavalier."  I  woald  have  refused  tins 
employment,  represendng  to  the  Coont-Dake,  that 
I  was  very  tU  qualified  to  educate  young  noblemen, 
having  never  practised  that  business,  which  re- 
quired more  knowledge  and  merit  than  I  possessed* 
0Ut  be  interrupted  me,  and  shut  my  mouth,  bjr 
saying,  *'  that  he  was  absolutely  resolved  to  make 
me  governor  to  this  adopted  son,  whom  he  destined 
lor  the  fiirst  offices  of  the  monarchy."  I  prepared 
myself  therefore  to  fill  this  place,  for  the  satis- 
faction of  his  grace,  who,  to  reward  my  compliancy 
increased  my  small  revenue  with  a  pension  €^  a 
thoosand  crownSi  which  he  procured  or  rather  gave 
me,  on  the  commandery  of  Mandra. 


CHAPTER  r. 


Thk  Count*Duke  in  a  little  time  actnally  owned 
the  son  of  Donna  Margarita  Spinola,  and  the  deed 
was  eiecuted  widi  the  consent  and  inclination  of 
the  King.  Don  Henry  Philip  de  Guzman  (for  that 
was  the  name  given  to  this  child  of  many  fathers) 
was  declared  sole  heir  of  the  Count  d'Olivarei,  and 
of  the  duchy  of  San  Lucar.  The  minister,  that  no- 
body might  be  ijgnorant  of  this  event,  ordered  Car* 
nero  to  communicate  the  declaration,  to  the  aa- 
^MMsadors  and  grandees. of  Spain,  who  were  not  m 
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Bcde  mrpriied  at  bif  cmidact  The  wiu  of  Ifidftd 
Imd  a  rond  of  mirdi  firom  it  a  loog  tiae,  aod  tte 
iatiricfti  poets  did  not  neglect  socb  a  fiur  ooctiioii 
of  shedding  the  gall  of  tlieir  pens. 

When  I  asked  where  this  gentleman  was^  whom 
his  grace  intended  to  iatrnst  to  my  care ;  *^  He  it 
in  this  city,  Hie  replied,)  nnder  the  direction  of  an 
annt,  from  wnom  I  will  take  him,  as  soon  as  thon 
shah  have  prepared  a  house  for  him."  This  was 
soon  performed.  I  took  a  house,  which  I  caused 
to  be  magnificently  furnished;  hired  pages,  a 
porter  and  footmen;  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
Oaporis,  filled  up  the  places  of  his  officers.  When 
I  had  conrpieled  his  attendance,  I  went  and  ad- 
vertised bis  excellency,  who  immediately  sent  for 
his  equivocal  heir,  and  new  shoot  from  the  trunk 
of  the  Gttzmans,  ttiii  I  found  him'  a  tall  young  fel- 
low, of  an  agreeable  person.  **  Don  Henry,  (said 
his  grace  to  him,  pointing  with  bis  finger  to  me,) 
this  gentleman  is  the  guide  whom  I  have  chosen  to 
conduct  you  in  the  career  of  life.  I  have  the 
g^reatest  confidence  in  him,  and  ^e  him  an  abso- 
hite  power  over  you.  Yes,.Santillane, .  (said  k^ 
turning  to  me,)  I  abandon  him  entirely  to  your 
care,  and  don't  doabt  that  you  will  give  a  good 
account  of  him."  To  this  discourse  the  minislec 
joined  others,  exhordng  the  young  man  to  submit 
to 'my  directions;  after  which,  I  conducted  Don 
Henry  to  liis  bouse,  where  when  we  arrived  I  made 
all  his  domestics  pass  in  review  before  him,  sigai* 
fyiog  the  office  of  each.  He  did  not  seem  con- 
founded at  the  change  of  his  condition  ;  and  ao- 
eommodating  himself  to  the  deference  and'officioot 
respect  that  was  shewn  to  him,  be  seemed  to  have 
been  always  that  which  he  was  now  become  by 
chance.  He  did  not  want  inhpaeity,  but  was  wholly 
ilKterate,  being  scarce  able  to  read  or  write.  I 
fiimisbed  him  with  a  preceptor  to  teach  him  the 
elements  of  the  Latin  tongue,  and  hired,  for  him 
masters  of  geography,  history,  and  fencing.    Yon 


mtKf  iMl  UHere  tliat  I  did  dm  fiMr^m  iradi^ 
flMsief  1 1  was  only  embarrMsed  in  tke  cboicey  Ibr 
tfttNtt  time  A6re  wai  a  gteat  aaaifoer  taOMKis  io 
that  profession  at  Madrid,  and  I  did  not  Icnow  to 
Wbdn  I  6(fgkl  t5  give  die  preference.    While  I 
#ai  in  this  perpkkity,  a  Oian  richly  dressed  came 
iAto  the  eoort,  and  I  beiog  told  that  he  wanted  to 
ipeal(  with  me,  went  to  Una,  iiaagining  that  he  was 
at  least  a  linight  of  St  Jag«  or  ijcantara*    When 
1  asked  his  comaaands,  **  Signior  de  SantOlane^ 
(answered  be,  after  having  made  several  bows, 
which  smetled  strongly  of  his  profession,}  nnder- 
tftanding  that  your  worship  is  the  person  who 
chooses  masters  for  Signior  Don  Henry,  i  am  come 
to  offer  my  setvice  $  my  name  is  Martin  Ligera 
and  I  have  (thank  h^ven)  some  repatation.    It  ia 
not  my  custom  to  come  and  sohcit  fer  scboUra  ^ 
that  is  the  province  of  litde  obscure  danciBg 
masters.    I  usually  wait  until  I  am  sent  for ;  but  ai 
I  faav^'tauffht  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia,  Don 
Lewis  de  Haro,  add  some  other  noblemen  of  the 
fkmily  of  Ghttman,  to  which  I  am  as  it  .were  a  ser- 
vant bom,  1  tiiougbt  it  my  duty  to  anticipate  your 
ittessag«/*— *<  I  find  by  yomr  discourse  (said  1)  thai 
you  are  the  man  we  want    How  much  do  yoa 
titke  per  month  f**  ^  Four  double  pistdes  (answered 
he)  is  the  cuirent  price,  and  I  give  but  two  lessons 
per  week.'^^-^  F«ur  dc^bloons  a  month  /  (cried  I  ^) 
ttat  is  a  gfeat  ded/*— ^  How !  aeetatdeall  (ft- 
pKed  he  widi  an  air  of  astonishment ;)  you  would 
give  a  pistole  a  month  to  a  master  of  plulosophy*" 
There  was  no  resisting  such  a  pleasant  rqily,  at 
which  I  laughedfaeartily,  and  asked  Signior  iigero, 
IP  be  really  thought  a  man  of  his  profession  pre* 
ferable  to  a  master  of  philosophy.    ^  Doubtless ! 
fsaM  he,)  we  are  of  oMfch  greater  use  than  those 
gentlemen.    What  is  a  man  before  he  has  passed 
tbroogh  our  hands  f  what  bat  an  ill-licked  cub  i 
but  our  lessons  mould  him  by  little  and  litde  inta 
a  due  ferm.    In  a  word,  we  teach  Urn  to  move 
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gwwAilj,  givittg  bim  attitudes  aod  airs  ofdigMty 
and  importance." 

I  yielded  to  the  argoments  of  this  dancing^mas- 
ttTi'  whom  I  birtd  for  Dott  Henry,  at  the  rate  of 
{bur  double  pistcies  a  month,  since  that  wi»  th^ 
orice  of  great  masters  of  hii  art 


CHAPTER  n. 


I  HA0  not  as  yet  completed  the  half  of  Dod 
Henry's  fiunily,  when  Scipto  returned  from  Mexico. 
I  asked  him  if  he  was  satisfied  with  his  voyagCi 
and  he  answered,  **  I  have  reason  to  be  so ;  sine^i 
wkh  tlunee  thousand  dacals  in  specie,  I  ha^  brought 
over  twice  as  much  in  merchaoditte  of  the  Consump- 
tion of  4hii  country."  **  I  congratulate  thee,  my 
cbfld,  (I  nepiied.)  Thy  fortune  is  now  begun ;  and 
it  is  in  thy  power  to  complete  it,  by  returning  t^ 
the  Indies  next  year ;  or  if  diou  pre<brest  an  agre^ 
able  post  at  Madrid,  to  the  trouble  of  going  soikr 
to  amass  wealth,  thou  hast  nothing  to  do  but  to 
speak  \  I  have  one  at  Ay  service."  '*  £gad,  (said 
the  SOD  of  Coseolina,)  mere  is  ao  room  for  hesita- 
tion. I  would  muck  rather  execute  a  good  employ- 
ment near  you,  than  expose  myself  anew  to  the 
perils  of  a  long  voyage.  Pray,  master,  explain 
yourself;  what  post  do  you  intend  for  your  humble 
aervaat  f "  ^ 

For  his  better  information,  I  recounted  to  hint 
the  story  of  the  young  nobleman  whom  the  Gotmt^ 
Duke  had  introduced  into  the  fomily  of  Gutman^ 
and  after  having  totd  him  that  the  minister  had 
chosen  me  governor  to  Don  Henry,  I  promised  to 
make  him  valet  de  cbambre  to  that  adopted  saH; 
Scipio,  who  asked  ilo  better,  wiBiogly  ^repted  the 
post,  and  acquitted  himself  in  it  so  well,  that  in  less 


•• 
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A  few  days  bdbre  the  marriage,  bis  grueft  havim 
•ent  for  me,  put  some  papers  into  my  band,  ifiyiiigy 
^  HoM,  Gil  Bias,  .bere  are  letters  of  joobilUy)  wblcii 
I  bave  ordered  to  be  expedited  for  tb.Qe.."  ^'My 
*ordy  (answered  I,  surprised  at  bis  words,)  yAnit 
excellency  knows  tbat  I  am  the  son  of  a  poor  du* 
una  and  squire ;  so  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  nobi- 
iity  would  be  profaned  by  eq^  -association ;  and  it 
k,  of  all  the  favours  which  his  miyesty  could  be- 
stow, tbat  which  I  deserve  and  ^esire  the  least." 
'^  Thy  birth  (replied  the  ministcfr}  is  an  objection 
tbat  is  easily  removed :  tbon  hast  been  employed 
in  state  afffuts,  both  under  the  Duke  oC  Lieii|ia's 
ministry  and  mine :  besides,  (added  he,  wi(b  /  • 
imile^)  hast  thou  not  done  the  monarch  SQm^.  seir^ 
vice,  which  deserves  a  recompence  ?  In  a  wordi 
Santillane,  thou:  art  nel  unwoctby  of  the  honquyr 
vbich  I  have  procured  for  thee.  M^eover,  tbt 
rank  which  thou  boldest  with  n^^d  to  my  sof% 
raquires  that.tbou  shouldest  be  nc^bJe ;  and  ,it  is  on 
Ihat  aoeoant  tbat  I  have  obtained  the  patent,''.  "  I 
^laM,  ny  lord^  (I.replied^).  siiice -your  excel)ea«|^ 
UMists  upon  my  coi|ipUaoce»"  So  raying,  I  i^enl 
away  with  my  patent  in  my  pocket.   .. 

'.'  1  am  now  a  gentleman^  (said.  I  to  myself,  wfaen 
I  bad  got  into  the  street,)  enupbled  uritbou^  being 
obliged  to.  my  parents  for  my. quality.  I  may,  when 
I  please,  be  called  Don  GUl.Blas,  and  if  a^y  oue  .of 
my  acquaitttasice  ^hall  take  it  in  hta  bead  |o  laMgb 
in  my  face  when  he  .calls  me  so^  I  will  show  my 
patent.  But  let  us  read  it,  (continued  I,  taking  it 
out  of  my  pocket,),  and  see  hk  what  manner  mjr 
origmal  meanness -is  washed  away."  I  therefore 
lieruiBcd  the  paper,  the  anbstance  of  which,  wjM| 
tbat  the  Ejog,  to  reward  Ae  zeal  which  I  had  jb^ 
nifasted  on  more  than  one  of  casloD  for  his  sf  f  vke, 
s»d  the  good  of  the.  state,  ba^i  tboogbt  proper  tp 
gratify  my  attachment  with  letters  of  nobility..  -I 
will  venture  to  say.  in  my i  own  praise,  that  they 
did  not  inspire  me  with  ibe  least  pride.    Harii«g 
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ftm  iwiiBia  of  my  extractei  always  belm  my 
cyet,  tfik  boBOor  bombled  iaiteftd  of  making  ma 
TaiD ;  therefore  I*  determined  to  lock  up  my  patent 
In  adrawer,  and  never  boast  of  itt  being  in  mypos» 


CHAPTER  ril. 


Tsn  Astorian  poet  (as  must  bave  been  observed 
by  tbe  reader)  wiiliDgly  neglected  me,  and  ny  oe* 
cnpations  did  not  permit  me  to  visit  him.  I  bad 
not  seen  Mm  since  the  day  of  tbe  dissertation 
on  tbe  Ipbigenia  of  EuripidM,  when  chance  again 
tfireir  htm  in  my  way  near  tlie  gate  of  tbe  Sna. 
He  was  coming  oat  i^  a  prioting^bonsei  and  I  ae* 
eosled  him,  saying,  **  Aha !  Mr.  Nnnnet,  yon  have 
been  at  tbe  printer's ;  that  seems  to  chsenten  tbe 
mMIc  with  a  new  work  of  your  compositioo*'' 
"  That  is  what  indeed  it  may  expect,  (answered 
be.^  I  have  actually  in  the  press  a  pamphlet  wUeh 
will  make  some  noise  in  the  republic  of  letters." 
M I  don't  doubt  the  merit  of  thy  production,  (i  re^ 
pKed,)  bat  am  amased  at  thy  composiogpamplileCs» 
which  in  my  opinion  are  triies  that  do  no  great 
honour  to  a  man  of  genius**'  *^  I  know  it  very 
wdl,  (said  Fabricio,)  and  am  not  ignorant  that  none 
but  those  who  read  every  thing  amuse  themselves 
with  pamphlets.  However,  this  one  has  escaped 
me,  which  I  own  is  tbe  child  of  necessity.  Uan* 
ger,  tbon  knowest,  brings  the  wolf  out  of  tbe 
wood.'' 

«« How !  (cried  I,)  does  the  author  of  The  Coant 
de  Baldagne  talk  in  this  manner  ?  a  man  who  has 
^o  thousand  crOwns  a  year !"  ^  Softly,  frieod^ 
(said  Nunnes  to  me;)  I  am  no  longer  that  happy 
poet  who  enjoyed  a  well-paid  pension.  The  affairs 
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*  «f'  tiie  IreftBurer  Don  Bcrtrand  are  di«orcteMid  ill 

of  a  sudden.    He  has  fingered  and  sqaannderad 

-  away  the  King'e  money ;  all  his  effects  are  seiaed, 

and  my  pension  is  gone  to  the  devii."    ^  That  ig« 

'melancholy  affair.  (I  resumed ;)  bat  hast  tboa  no 

hope  remainmg  from  that  qoarter  ^'    *^  Not  the 

east,  (said  he.)  Sigaior  Gomes  de  Rihero,  as  poor 
as  Ms  poet,  is  gone  to  the  bottom,  and  will  never, 
it  is  said,  get  biff  head  above  water  again*''  • 

**  If  that  be  the  case,  my  child,  (answered  I,) 'I 
mast  find  out  some  post  to  console  thee  ibr  the 
loss  of  thy  pension."  **  I  will  spare  thee  that  troil- 
ble,  (cried  he.)  >  If  thou  wouidest  oflbr  roe  an  em- 
ployment in  tlie  minister's  offices,  wortfar  three  thod- 
sand  crowns  yearly,  I  wonM  refoie  it.  The  bifsi- 
ness  of  cl^ks  wiH  not  agree  whh  the  bumonr  of  a 
^ibster•chiid  of  the  Muses :  I  mast  enjoy  my  literary 
amusements.  What  shall  I  say  to  thee  f  I  am  bofii 
to  lire  and  die  a  poet,  and  my  destiny  must  be  fill-* 
(llhNl. 

'  **  But  don't  imagine  (continued  be)  that  we  ane 
very  mihappy ;  bendes  that  we  live  in  perfect  hi* 
dependence,  we  are'  bo3rs  without  care.  *  People 
think  that  we  often  dine  with  Democritas,  snd 
there  they  are  mistaken.  There  is  not  one  ^  my 
fhrtemky,  not  even  excepting  the  makers  of  almif- 
nacs,  who  is  not  welcome  to  some  good  table.  As 
for  my  part,  there  are  two  families  where  I  am 
always  received  with  pleasure.  I  have  two  covers 
laid  for  me  every  day ;  one  at  the  house  of  a  fat 
director  of  the  farms,  to  whom  I  have  dedicated 
a  romance ;  and  the  other,  at  the  house  of  a  rich 
citizen,  who  has  the  disease  of  being  thought  to 
entertain  wits  every  day  at  his  table ;  lackily,  he 
is  not  very  delicate  in  his  choice,  and  the  city  fur- 
Bfishes  him  with  great  plenty."  '^ 

*<  r  no  longer  pity  thee  then,  (said  I  to  the  A»> 
tttrtan  poet,)  since  thou  art  satisned  with  thy  coiM- 
di^n :  thongfi  I  protest  to  thee  anew,  that  tbdo 
hast  alwa3w  in  Oil  Bias  a  friend,   who  is  proef 
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thy  neglect  sod  iadifereiice ;  if  Aoo  hut 

fiir  my  pone,  come  boldly  to  me,  and  let 

m  stUy  shame  deprive  thee  of  «n  infallible  anc- 

%  and  rob  me  of  the  pleasore  of  obliging  thee." 

^  By  that  generoof  lendment,  (cried  Nonnei,)  I 

incoUcct  my  friend  Santillane*    I  retnrn  a  thoasaad 

Aanhs  tor  thy  kind  otter,  and  oat  of  gratitnde  will 

Ke  thee  a  wholeaooie  advice.  While  the  Coont- 
ke  contimift  in  power,  and  than  art  in  posseation 
of  hb  frvoor,  profit  by  the  opportnnity ;  make  haite 
m  enrich  tbyieU;  for  I  am  told  he  begins  to  totler." 
I  arirffd  Fafaricioif  he  had  that  imdligenoe  on  good 
anthority :  and  he  antwerad,  **  I  have  it  from  a 
hnight  of  Calatrava^  who  has  a  very  singular  talent 
in  discovering  the  most  hidden  secreu;  he  is  look* 
od  open  as  an  oracle,  and  this  is  what  I  heard  him 
amy  yesterday :  The  Count*Dake  has  a  great  many 
ansmini,  who  are  all  uoiled  to  rain  him;  be  depends 
loo  mnch  on  the  ascendancy  which  he  has  over  the 
King;  that  monarch,  it  is  reported,  begins  to  listen 
i»  the  complaints  which  have  ahresdy  reached  his 
^rs^*^  I  thanked  Nuonea  for  hb  information,  ot 
which  1  took  little  notice,  hot  went  home,  persoad- 
ed  that  my  master's  anthority  was  immoveable,  and 
considering  him  as  one  of  those  old  oaks  which  are 
veeted  in  a  forest,  and  which  no  staims  can  over- 
throw. 


CBAPTEB   Vni. 


NEvnTHKLBsa^  what  the  Astatian  poet  had 
told  me  was  not  without  fonndatioo.  latere  was 
III  the  palace  a  secret  confederacy  formed  against 
the  Coant-'Duke,  and  the  Queen  was  said  to  be  at 
she  head  of  it ;  but  none  of  the  meliseres  which  they 
took  to  displace  the  minister  traaspii^ds  nay,  a 
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whole  year  passed,  before  I  perceived  Aat  fab 
ftrvoior  bard  received  the  least  shock. 

Bot  the  revolt  of  the  Catalonians,  supported  by 
France,  and  the  bad  saocess  of  the  war  against 
diese  rebels,  excited  the  lottrainrs  of  the  people^ 
irlio  complained  of  the  government*    These  cooh 

taints  occasioned  a  council  to  be  held  in  pr»> 
•ence  of  the  King,  who  desired  the  Marquis  de 
Chrana,  the  emperor's  ambassador  at  the  court  of 
Spain,  to  be  there ;  the  subject  of  tbeir  deliberadon 
being,  whether  it  was  most  proper  for  the  £ng  to 
stay  in  Castile,  or  go  and  shew  hiniself  to  his  troopi 
in  Arragon.  The  Count-Doke,who  was  averse  if 
the  Prince's  departure  for  the  array,  spoke  first :  he 
represented  that  it  was  better  for  his  majesty  to 
remain  in  the  center  of  his  dominions ;  and  sup* 
ported  his  opinion  with  all  the  reasons  which  bis 
eh>quence  couid  afford.  He  bad  no  sooner  con^ 
daded  his  speech,  than  his  advice  was  unanimously 
followed  by  every  body  in  council,  except  the 
llsEn]ois  of  Grana,  who,  listening  to  nothing  but  his 
leai  for  the  house  of  Austria,  and  giving  way  to  the 
frankness  of  bis  nation,  opposed  the  sentiments  at 
the  prime  minister,  and  supported  the  contrary  opi»> 
ftion  with  such  force,  that  the  Eing  ^ss  struck  with 
theMidity  of  his  arguments,  embraced  his  opinion, 
though  it  was  opposite  to  that  of  the>  whole  council, 
-and  fixed  the  day  of  his  departure  for  the  army. 

*  This  was  the  first'  time  that  ever  bia  majesty 
durst  think  otherwise  than  his  favourite ;  who,  looi^ 
lug  «pon  this  novelty  as  a  bloody  affiront,  was  very 
much  mortified.  When  the  minister  was  going  to 
retire  into  his  closet,  to  bite  upon  the  bridle  at 
liberty,  he  perceived  me,  and  taking  me  in  along 
with  him,  recounted  what  had  passed  atcooncil, 
with  gteat  agitation  :  then,  like  a  man  who  could 
not  recollect  himself  from  his  surprise,  '^  Tes,  Sao- 
Sillane,  (continued  he,)  the  King,  who  for  these 
twenty  years  past  hath  spoke  with  my  mouth,  and 
seen  through  my  e^es,  now  prefers  the  opinion  of 
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GtaM  to  VBine :  and  in  vhit  iQamwr  too  f  lotdittg 
the  ambaasador  with  enfegiaois,  and,  in  particalar^ 
praising  hii  leal  for  ibe  haute  of  Anstria,  at  if  lliat 
German  loved  it  better  than  I  do. 
.  *^  By  this,  it  it  eaiy  lo  judge,  (parsned  tbe  «>•- 
Hitler,)  that  there  is  a  party  formed  agunst  ms^ 
and  that  the  Queen  is  at  the  head  of  it."  ''  Wh^, 
aqr  lord,  (said  I,)  shonid  yen  be  uneasy  with  that 
coi^ectnre^  Has  not  Che  Qoeen,  for  more  than 
lirclve  years,  bees  nsed  to  see  yon  at  the  behn; 
and  the  King  been  in  a  hmg  habit  of  not  consultiag 
her  f  As  for  the  Mar^s  of  Graoa,  the  ntonarch^ 
perhaps,  ehose  Ms  opiaion,  out  of  desiee  to  see  hii 
aemy,  and  raalLe  a  oanpatgn."  '*  Thrt  it  ooc  the 
case,  (said  the  Count-Duke;)  say  rather,  my  ener 
mies  hope  that  Ihe  King,  being  among  his  troopai 
will  always  be  surrounded  by  the  noblemen  wka 
will  attend  him :  and  that  more  dma  one  wUl  be 
found  so  maeh  disgusted  at  me,  as  la  speak  to  the 
pRJudtoe  of  my  admiatstratidn :  but  they  are  mis^ 
mkes  (added  he ;)  I  will  make  the  Prince  inacee^- 
dhle  to  them  all  dming  tbe  journey."  This  he 
acmaily  performed,  in  a  nmoner  that  deserves  la 
he  reiaited* 

Tbe  day  of  tbe  Sing's  departure  being  arrived, 
dmt  monarch,  after  having  entrusted  the  Qoesa 
with  the  care  of  the  govemnMmt  in  his  absence,  seC 
out  for  Saragossa;  but  in  his  way,  passing  by  Aranir 
jnes,*  was  so  delighted  with  the  place,  that  be 
staid  there  almost  three  weeks:  from  thence  the 
minisler  carried  htm  to  Cueoca,  where  he  amused 
- 

*  Araiguez  is  a  royal  palace  in  New  Castile,  atuated  nesi 
the  rivers  of  Talo  and  Garama,  In  a  hffge  plain  surrooaded 
by  faWB  and  luestB,  through  which  are  many  spaeioua  «v»- 
nacSk  Tbe  entranca  to  tbii  palace  is  over  two  painted 
wooden  bridsmt  upon  the  aforesaid  rivers,  which  joined  a 
nttle  below  the  house.  Here  is  a  delightful  garden  ;  and  in 
a  hrge  square  paved  with  marble,  a  statue  in  brass  of  Chariis 
the  Fifth  armed  cap-a-pea,  trampliag  upon  heresy,  tepfft- 
aeoted  by  tour  areb-beretics. 
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bkto  sflU  loogte,  by  variooi  diversions. '  Then  the* 
pletmresofihe  chare  detained  him  at  Molfatfa  oi 
Aft  agon  i  after  which,  be  was  eondacied  to  Sara«^ 


Hia  army  being  not  far  from  thence,  he  prepared 
for  going  to  it)  bot  the  Count-Duke  altered  hie 
itelraadon,  by  making  him  believe  that  he  would 
be  in  danger  of  being  taken  by  the  French,  who 
were  masters  of  the  plain  of  Moncon  *  so  that  the 
Kiiig,  being  afraid  of  the  peril  which  he  had  no 
cause  to  fear^  took  the  resolution  of  remaining  shut 
wpal  home,  as  in  a  prison.  The  minister,  taking 
the  advantage  of  his  terror,  and  under  pretence  o«' 
watching  for  his  safety,  guarded  him,  as  it  were, 
from  the  sight  of  every  body :  and  the  grandees, 
who  had  been  at  a  vast  expence  to  put  themselves 
iB<  a 'Condition  to  follow  ttieir  sovereign,  had  not 
even  the  satislaction  of  obtaining  one  private  audi* 
eBce«  Philip,  at  length,  tired  of  being  ill  lodged 
at  Baragossa,  of  passing  his  time  still  worse,  or,  L 
you  please,  of  being  prisoner,  returned  in  a  little 
linse  to  Madrid.  Thus  this  monarch  finished  his 
campaign,  leaving  to  the  Marquis  de  los  VeleSi 
general  of  his  troops,  the  care  of  maintaining  the 
honour  of  the  Spamsh  arms. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


A  rcw  days  after  the  King's  return,  a  very  dis- 
agreeable piece  of  news  spread  all  over  Madrid* 
It  was  reported  that  the  Portuguese,  looking  upon 
the  revolt  of  the  Catalonians  as  a  hit  occasion 
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oCwod  to  thMB  by  femme  fi>r  sbakiag  off  dio 
Spuiih  yoke,  had  takoi  np  anns,  and  dioeeD  dw 
Dnka  of  Brafania  fi>r  cbor  king;  thai  they  war 
latolvad  to  roaiDtain  him  on  the  throne,  and  were 
confident  of  socceta ;  Spain  having  at  that  time  tm 
her  hands  enemies  in  Germany,  Italy,  Flanders, 
and  Catalonia:  indeed,  they  oooU  not  have  found 
a  more  jhvourable  coojonctnre  for  freeing  then- 
ssivet  from  a  dominion  which  they  detested.* 

What  is  very  singular,  is,  that  the  Coimt^Dnke, 
while  both  court  and  city  teemed  to  be  struck  with 
consternation  at  tbe  news,  wanted  to  joke  wkh  the 
Eiuff,  at  the  expence  of  the  Duke  of  Bragama; 
but  Philip,  far  from  being  pleased  with  his  railieij, 
assumed  a  very  grave  air,  which  disconcerted  Uin, 
and  made  bim  foresee  his  disgrace:  be  no  Jooger 
doubled  bis  own  lall,  when  he  understood  that  tfar 
Queen  bad  ppenly  declared  herself  against  him^  an^ 
budly  accuiied  him  of  having,  by  his  bad  adnnai* 
stration,  occasioned  the  revolt  of  Portugal.  The 
greatest  part  of  the  grandees,  especially  those  whe 
had  been  at  Saragossa,  no  sooner  perceived  that  n 
tempest  was  brewing  over  the  head  of  the  Coud^ 
Dnke,  than  they  joined  the  Queen :  and  what  gave 
the  last  stroke  to  his  favour,  was  tbe  altival  of  the 
Duchess  Dowager  of  Mantua,  formerly  governess 
of  Portugal.  This  lady,  on  her  return  from  Lisbon 
to  Madrid,  plainly  demonstrated  to  the  Kiog^  tha 
the  revolution  of  that  kingdom  happened  through 
the  fault  of  the  prime  minister.    . 

The  discourse  of  this  Princess  made  a  great  mn 

tiression  on  tbe  mind  of  the  monarch,  who  being  at 
ength  roused  from  his  infatuation  for  his  favourite, 
stript  him  of  all  the  aflfection  which  he  had  enter- 

*  Thia  reTolution,  which  happened  in  the  year  1640,  wm 
conducted  with  such  sorpriaio^  secrecy  (though  the  deslga 
was  known  to  more  than  200  persons,  a  whole  year  before,) 
tiiat  the  Duke  of  Braganza  was  declared  King,  and  the  Spaa- 
ish  yoke  shook  off  in  one  day,  through  al)  the  Portuguesr 
dominions  in  Europe,  A^na,  Africa,  and  America. 
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for  him.  When  the  mmister  wn  italbnned 
that  the  King  listened  to  his  enemies,  he  wrote  9 
letter  to  him,  asking  leave  to  resign  bis  employ 
meat,  and  remove  from  court,  since  people  were  so 
nnjast  as  to  impnte  to  bira  all  the  mbfortnnef 
which  had  happened  to  the  kingdom  daring  the 
course  of  his  administration.  He  thought  that  tUs 
ktter  wonld  have  a  great  effect,  and  that  the  Prince 
still  preserved  so  much  friendship  for  him  as  to 
detain  him  at  conrt;  but  all  the  answer  which  Us 
majesty  retamed,  was  the  permission  that  he  de» 
sired,. with  leave  to  retire  wheresoever  be  woold* 

These  words,  written  by  the  Sang's  own  band, 
were  a  thunderbolt  to  his  grace,  who  by  no  means 
eipected  such  a  reply;  but,  though  he  was  very 
much  confounded,  he  siffected  an  air  of  constancyi 
and  asked  what  I  would  do  were  I  in  his  plac^  f— * 
"  I  would  soon  take  my  resolo^ioj,  (said  I ;)  ' 
would  abandon  the  court,  and  pass  the  rest  of  my 
days  in  peace,  at  some  one  of  my  estates  in  tbip 
couatry.*'-— *'  That  is  a  wholesome  advice,  (repfied 
my  master  J  and  I  am  fully  resolved  .to  finish  my 
career  at  Loeches,  after  I  shall  have  once  mors 
conversed  with  the  King;  for  I  waat  to  demon* 
strate  to  him,  that  I  have  dotie  all  that  human 
prudence  covld  suggest,  to  sustain  the  weighty 
burden  wi&  which  I  was  loaded;  and  that  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  prevent  the  melancholy  eveots 
laid  at  my  door;  berog  no  more  to  blame  than  a 
skilful  pilot,  -who,  in  spite  of  all  he  can  do,  sees 
his  vessel  tossed  abobt  by  the  waves  and  winds." 
The  minister  still  flattered  himself,  that  by  speaking 
to  the  Prince,  he  might  adjust  matters,  and  regain 
the  g^und  which  he  had  lost ;  but  he  never  coold 
procure  aa  audience,  and  besides,  one  was  sent  lo 
demand  the  key  of  the  door,  by  which  he  used  to 
enter,  when  he  pleased,  into  his  majesty's  apart- 
ment Concluding  then,  that  there  were  no  fiirtlier 
hopes  for  him,  he  determined  in  good  earnest  to 
retire.    He  examined  his  papers,  a  great  quanti^ 
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'vf  wkidi  h*  wewy  prndendy  cagnniitted  to  the 
tbtii  iNtinittg  the  oficen  <^  hit  hooaehold  And  vaiels 
whom  lie  Metded  should  fotlair  htm,  be  gave  orden 
Ar  fait  depanupe,  which  was  fixed  for  next  day. 
■Am  he  was  afraid  of  being  iasalled  by  the  popakGe^ 
in  cooung  ovt  of  the  palace,  he  slipc  away  eariy  in 
ihe  Boraing  by  the  kitchen-doer,  and  gettiiig  into  a 
sorry  coach,  with  his  confessor  and  me,  safely  pro- 
ceeded for  Locches,  a  village  belonging  to  him 
where  his  lady  had  built  a  magnifioent  convent  oi 
nms  of  the  Dominicao  order.  Thither  he  repaired 
in  JcM  than  fenr  hoorSy  and  all  his  attendants  ai^ 
Aptdl  soon  aAsff. 


CBAPTER  X. 


.  MiPAJi  d'OUvareB  let  her  hnsband  set  not  fiv 
Loecbes,  and  staid  a  few  days  after  him  at  eoort^ 
with  a  design  to  try  if,  by  her  tears  and  entreaticai 
she  could  not  effect  his  being  recalled :  hot  in  vain 
did  she  prostrate  herself  before  their  majesties; 
the  King  had  no  regard  to  her  remonstrance% 
Iboogh  artfiiJly  prepared;  and  the  Qpeen,  who 
hated  her  mor^y,  beheld  her  tears  withp/easnie* 
The  minister's  wife  was. not  repulsed  £ir  ai\  that: 
she  humbled  herself  so  fer  as  to  implore  the  good 
offices  of  the  Queen's  ladies ;  hot  the  fruit  which  she 
leaped  from  her  meanness,  was  to  perceive  that  it 
exoted  contempt  rather  than  compasHon.  Vexed 
aihaviog  takcsi  such  hoaddiBg  steps  to  no  parposc^ 
she  went  and  jolaed  her  husband,  to  grieve  with 
him  for  the  loss  of  a  place,  whaeb,  under  a  reign 
like  that  of  Philip  the  Fourth,  was  perhaps  the  first 
of >  the  monarchy. 

'  This  lady's  report  of  the  condition  in  which  she 
left  Madrid,  redoubled  the  affliction  of  the  Conn^ 


AtnnrmEs  of  ca  blas. 

Duke:  ^  Tour  enemies,  fsaid  she,  weepings)  Jte 
IXike  of  Medina  CoeM,  ana  the  other  grandees  who 
hate  you  Jncessandy,  praise  die  King,  for  hmng 
deprived  yon  of  die  ministry :  tfnd  the  people  cele- 
brated yonr  disgrace  with  an  insolence  of  joy,  at 
if  ^  end  of  the  national  misfortunes  was  attached 
to  that  of  yonr  administration.'* 

*^  Madam,  (said  my  master  to  her,)  follow  my 
example,  and  stifle  y^nr  sorrow ;  we  mast  yield  to^ 
the  tempest  which  we  cannot  divert  I  thought^ 
indeed,  that  I  could  have  perpetuated  my  favour,- 
even  to  the  end  of  my  life ;  the  ordinary  illusion  of 
ministers  and  favourites,  who  forget  that  thm  fatl» 
depends  upon  their  Sovereign :  has  not  the  Duke 
of  Lerma  been  mistaken  as  well  as  I,  though  he 
imagined  that  his  purple  was  the  sure  guarantee  of 
die  eternal  duration  of  his  authority?" 

In  this  manner  did  the  Count-Duke  exhort  Uv 
spouse  to  arm  herself  with  patience;  while  he  him* 
self  was  in  an  agitation,  which  was  daily  increased 
by  the  dispatches  which  he  received  from  Don 
Henry,  who  having  remained  at  court,  to  observe^ 
took  care  to  inform  him  exacdy  df  every  thing  that 
happened :  it  was  Scipio  who  brought  the  letterf 
from  that  young  nobleman,  whom  he  still  served,  I* 
having  quitted  him  on  his  marriage  with  Donn* 
Jnana.  The  dispatches  of  this  sidopted  son  wefw 
always  filled  with  bad  news,  and  unhappily  no 
others  were  expected  from  him.'  Sometimes  bo 
wrote,  that  the  grandees,  not  contented  with  re^ 
joicing  publicly  at  the  retreat  of  the  Connt^Dtdie, 
were  again  re-united  to  turn  all  his  creatures  from 
the  posts  and  employments  which  they  possessed^ 
to  replace  them  with  his  enemies;  another  time 
be  observed,  that  Don  Lewis  de  Haro  began  to 
come  into  favour,  and  would,  in  all  probability,  bo 
made  prime  minbter.  Of  all  the  disagreeable  news 
which  my  master  received,  that  which  seemed  to 
affect  him  most  was  the  change  made  in  the  vice* 
royal^  of  Naples,  which  the  court  solelv  to  mordfy 
N  Vol.  IU  Ifl 
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Ua,  tock  bom  the  Dake  de  Medba  de  las  Tofrer, 
whom  he  loved^  and  gave  it  to  die  adiairal  of 
CastUe,  whom  he  had  always  hated. 

I  nmy  venture  tasay  that^.doring  three  months, 
his  grace  felt  nothing  in  his  solitude  but  trouble 
and  chagrin ;  hot  his  confessor,  who  was  a  Domi- 
nican friar,  and  with  the  most  solid  pie^  possessed 
a  Muily  eloquence,  had  power  enough  to  console 
him*  By  means  of  repoesentiag  wHb  energy  that 
he  ought  to  bend  his  thqaghts  entiiely  to  his  owa 
salvation,  he  had,  with  the  help  of  grace,  the  good 
fiMtune  to  detach  his. mind  from  the  court  His 
eicellency  woald  no  longer'  hear  any  news  from 
Madrid,  his  whole  care  being  now  engrossed  ia 
preparing  for  Us  latter  end;  Madam  d'Olivare^ 
also,  making  a  good  use  of  her  retreat,  met  with  a 
consolation  prepared  by  Providence,  io  the  convent 
which  she  bad  founded.  There  were  among  the 
anns  some  holy  maidens;  whose  coaversadon,  full 
oi  balm,  insensibly  swee/ened  the  bitterness  of  her 
life.  In  proportion  as  my  master  turned  bis  thoughta 
from  worldly  afiairs,  he  became  more  and  more 
tranquil ;  and  i»  ibis,  maibner  regulated  the  day. 
He  spent  almost  the  whole  morning  in  hearing 
mass  m  the  church  of  the.convent,  then  returned 
to  dinner :  after  wt)ich  be  amused  himself  about  two 
hours  ia  playing^at  all  ^rts  of  games  with  me  and 
some  other  of  his  most  afiectioaaie  domestics;  Chen 
usually  retircSi  by  •bimsalf  into  bis  doset,  wVi^  he 
reaiaiaed  ti)^<iin-set;  at  which  time  he  took  a  tura 
in  his  garden;-  or  an  airing  in  his  coach,  to  the 
Bttghbouitiood  of  his  castle,  accompanied  somedmea 
by  his  confessor,  and  sometimes  by  me. 

One  day,  being/alone  with  him,  and  admiring  the 
wgiemty  of  his  countenance,  I  took  the  libera  to 
say,  ^'  My  lord,  allow  me  to  express  my  joy :  from, 
the  air  of  satisfaction  in  your  looks,  I  conclude  that 
your  excellency  begins  to  be  accustomed  to  retire- 
ment"— '*  I  am  already  quite  familiarized  to  it» 
(answered  be ;)  and  though  I  have  been  a  long  time 


aDVENTDBES  tfF  OIL  BLA3.  '«! 

Vied  ta  business,  I  protest  to  thee,  chiJd,  that  I  am 
every  day  more  and  more  pleased  with  the  quiet 
and  peaceabje  life  which  I  lead  io  tlu«  plaee." 


CHAPITER  XI. 

His  grace,  in  order  '^o  vary  bis  occupations, 
■mosed  himeelf  toniutini(^4^i|gf ,  in  cultivating  bis 
garden.  One  day,-4^f^Mi'E'!d  him  at  work,  be 
■aid  to  me  in  a  jctfjl6r>atrl35*'"  Santillane,  thou 
seest  a  minister  ljrm%^(W^f|;ip?^coii]t  turned  gar- 
dener at  Loeche - ■  -^^y  IjrH,  (ansntred  I,  in 
,  die  same  tone,)  rin-J^i(|ts4^sct.pLi)ii_vsiiia  of  Syra- 
cose,  scbool-masii?r  ^i18aBB^!^'*My  mnster  EmQed 
at  my  reply,  and  ly^KMB^aUdispleased  at  the 


'■  "     All  tbe  people  in  "tlle'^rtfts'c  ^^cre   oveijoyed  to 

see  their  master,  supci^rtjwfcsgrace,  charmed 
with^  life  so  dif!'t't>'nuftmT[at,"hii:h  he  had 
always  led  j  when  «-c  |CTfl#^iaf7»'i'tli  soirow,  that 
be  ^bly  changei:] :  lie  ^^.jip^^^t^Ai  v,  ttioughtfiil, 
aBttMonk  into  a  moat  pr^tj^^afffSncliolj.  He 
lefl  off  playing  wliii  us,  and  ptQ  <S}ffA  se  emed  seiH 
■ibleof  all  that  wr  could  liivJiMKj^^Jiversion; 
bit  locked  himself  up  after  ^nffcrl^^liris  closet, 
wbere  be  remaintd  alone  til!  ni^tftM'»<^agiued 
^  that  bli  chagriD  Und  heen-^ccaf'ionfiinff  the  re- 
turning ideas  of  his  past  greatness,  iittT  in  that 
opinion  leflnvith  faim  tbe  Dominican  friar,  wboK 
eloqueoce,  however,  could  not  tiiamph  over  the 
^  nelancboly  of  his  grace,  which,  instead  of  diminisb- 

^F  ing,  seemed  daily  to  increase. 

^  ,  It  came  into  my  bead,  that  tbe  pensiveness  of 

'  b      f^    this  minister  might  have  some  particolar  cause, 
.  ^  wfaicfa  he  was  unwilling  to.  disclose;  and  on  tttia 
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ooi^eetive  I  fcmied  the  ieuga  of  drawbg  tht 
leciet  from  him ;  for  tiiin  pnipoie,  I  lay  in  wait  finr 
an  opportanity  of  speakkig  to  Urn  in  |>rivate|  and 
having  foand  it :  ^*  My  loid,  (said  t,  with  an  air  of 
respect,  mingled  with  affection,)  may  Gil  Bias  be 
•o  bold  as  to  pot  one  qnestioa  to  his  master  ?" — 
<<  Speak,  (he  replied  ;)  1  gpve  thee  leave."  ''  What 
(saui  I)  is  become  of  diat  satbfaction  which  ap- 
peared in  yonr  excellency's  Acef  have  yon  qo 
longer  that  ascendancy  which  yon  had  once  gained 
over  ibrtuoe  f  or  does  yonr  lost  favour  excite  new 
regret  within  yon  ?  WQ^tdyou  beplnnged  again  in 
that  abyM  of  tronb^.A'e^.^lHch  yonr  virtue  hath 
extricated  yon  f^'^-AfJife.  itbaflk  heaven,  (resomed 
the  minister,)  say  m^rar  iAio  longer  engrossed 
by  that  part  which  I  acte8;i|eoin ;  I  have  for  ever 
forgot  the  honour^  wftch  f^^^  eiyoyed." — *^  Wlqf 
then,  (said  I,)  6ineey2!Mair#  wbsophy  enough  to 
banish  these  thiqgt «%»'  ^mt  remenilirance>  are 
you  so  weak  as  tq  abgiiMdb  ^yonrself  to  u  melan- 
choly which  alarms  «sjw|?,*^hat  is  the  matter 
with  you,  my  detfr  dlE^sOTt^kdded  I,  throwing  my- 
self at  his  feet  ;|^4i  M^  'doubtless,  some  secret 
sorrow  that  cori8i(l[^y w^*  will  you  make  a  mys- 
tery of  it  to  SaiitiUdKi&Vhoee  leal,  fidelity,  and 
discretion  yotf itotf/ab^Jtell  ?  By  what  misfortune 
have  1  Wit  x^uJr  co^ll^ence  ?'' 

<<  Thou  l^Y^U;  (said  be  :)  but  I  cno&ss  I 
have  a  relt|M^^c«K^k««ei4  the  cause  of  that  tad- 
ness  with  vAjiMion  seest  me  overwhelmed :  never- 
theless, y  t%ahot  resist  the  entreaties  of  such  a 
servant  and  friend  as  thee.  Know  then  the  cause 
of  mj  disquiet,  which  is  a  secret  that  I  would 
inipart  to  ndne  but  Santillane.  Te%  (cont>Aiued 
be,^  I  am  a  prey  to  the  most  dismal  melancholy^ 
which  gradually  consumes  my  life.  I  see  almost 
every  moment  aspectre^whicb.presents  itself  before 
me  in  the  most  terrible  shape.  In  vain  have  I  said 
to  myself^  that  it  is  no  more  than  an  illusion,  an 
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mumbftantiai  phantom  of  the  brain :  the  contintta 
apparition  infests  my  view,  and  disturbs  my  repose 
Though  my  undei^tanding  is  strong  enough  to  per 
suade  me  that  this  spectre  is  really  nothing,  I  am 
notwithstanding  weak  enough  to  be  afflicted  at  the 
▼ision.  This  is  what  thou  hast  forced  me  to  dis- 
close, (added  he,)  and  thou  mayest  judge  whether 
or  not  I  am  to  blame  in  concealing  from  all  the 
world  the  cause  of  my  melancholy."  I  was  equally 
grieved  and  astonished  to  hear  such  an  extraordi- 
nary deckuratioft,  which  was  a  strong-  mdication  of 
the  machine^s  being  disordered.  ^  My  lord,  (said  I 
to  the  minister,)  is^  not  tins  occasioned  by  too  little 
nourishment  f  for  your  abstinence  is  excessive." — 
**  That  was  what  I  imagined  at  first,  (answered  he;) 
and  to  try  If  it  was  actuallyi  owing  to  my  diet,  I 
have,  for  some  days  past,  eaten  more  than  usual, 
but  without  any  effect :  the  phantom  still  appears." 
"  It  will  certainly  disappear,  (said  I,  to  console 
him :)  and  if  >our  excellency  would  relax  yourself 
a  litue,  by  playing  agun  with  your  faithful  ser- 
vants, I  believe  you  would  soon  find  yourself 
delivered  from  tkese  gloomy  vapours." 

In  a  little  time  afier  this  conversation,  his  grace 
fen  sick;  and  finding  the  affair  grow  serious,  sent 
to  Madrid  for  two  notaries  ta  make  his  will ;  as 
also  for  three  famous  physicians,  who  had  the 
reputation  of  curing  their  patients  sometimes.  As 
soon  as  the  arrival  cf  these  last  was  reported  in  the 
castle,  nothing  was  Iveard  but  groans  and  lamenta- 
tions :  the  servants  looked  upon  the  death  of  their 
master  as  just  at  hknd ;  so  much  were  they  pre- 
jndiced  against  these  gentlemen,  who  h;id  brought 
alonff  with  them  an  apothecary  and  surgeon,  the 
nsual  executioners  of  thehr  prescriptions.  '  They  let 
Ae  notaries  do  thehr  business;  after  which  they 
prepared  to  do  their  own.  Being  of  Dr.  Sangrado^s 
principles,  in  their  very  first  consultation  they 
Qfdcred  repeated  bleedings;  so  that  in  six  dayi 
they  reduced  the  Count-Dnke  to  extremity,  and  on 
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die  Kveodi  ddiTered  him  eotirely  from  \u»  9f^ 
parition.* 

UpoD  the  death  of  this  nunfater,  a  deep  and 
giocere  sorrow  reigned  in  the  castle  of  Loecbes;  all 
bis  domestics  wept  bitterly:  far  from  consoL'ng 
themselves  for  his  loss,  with  the  certainty  of  being 
comprehended  in  his  will,  there  was  not  one  among 
them  who  wonld  not  have  renounced  his  legacy  to 
recall  him  to  life.  As  for  me,  who  had  been  be- 
loved by  him,  and  whose  attachment  flowed  from 
pore  personal  afiection,  I  was  more  afflicted  than 
all  the  rest;  and  question  whether  Isbed  more  tears 
for  Antonia  than  for  the  Count-Duke. 


CHAPTER  Xn. 


Thk  minister,  according  to  his  own  direction, 
was  buried,  without  noise  and  pomp,  in  the  con- 
vent of  nuns,  by  the  sound  of  our  lamentations. 
After  the  funereal.  Madam  d'Olivarez  ordered  the 
will  to  be  read,  with  which  all  the  domestics  bad 
reason  to  1t>e  satisfied.  Every  one  had  a  legacy 
proportioned  to  his  station ;  and  the  least  was  two 
thousand  crowns :  mine  was  the  most  considerable; 
his  grace  having  bequeathed  to  me  ten  thousand 
piistoles,  as  a  proof  of  his  particular  affection.  He 
did  not  forget  the  hospitals,  and  founded  annual 
service  in  several  convents. 


*  The  Count-Duke  dlod  on  the  ISth  of  July,  1645,  not 
at  Loeches,  but  at  Toro,  in  New  CastUe ;  his  death  (accord- 
ing to  report)  haTing  been  hastened  bv  his  relations,  who 
seeing  him  become  more  and  more  odious  to  the  people^ 
«vei|  m  spite  of  his  retreat,  were  afraid  of  his  sufiering  soum 
new  jgnominy,  to  the  farther  disgrace  of-his  family. 
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Madam  d'Olivarez  sent  all  the  domestics  to  Ma- 
drid, to  receive  tbeir  l^acies  from  the  steward  Don 
Raymond  Caporis,  who  had  orders  to  pay  them ; 
bat  I  could  not  accompany  them,  being  detained  at 
the  casde  seven  or  eight  days  by  a  high  fever, 
which  was  the  fruit  of  my  affliction.  In  this  situa- 
tion I  was  not  abandoned  by  the  Dominican  friar ; 
that  good  clergyman  had  conceived  an  affection  for 
me;  and  intere^ng  himself  in  my  salvation,  asked, 
when  he  saw  me  in  a  fiiir  way,  what  I  intended 
o  do.  '<  I  don't  know,  my  good  father,  (answered 
f ;)  I  have  not,  as  yet  determined  with  myself  on 
that  score :  at  some  moments,  I  am  tempted  to  shut 
myself  up  in  a  cell,  and  do  penance." — *'  Those  are 
precious  moments !  (cried  the  Dominican :)  Signior 
de  Santillaae,  you  will  do  well  to  profit  by  them.  I 
advise  you  as  a  friend,  withbut  your  ceasing  to  be  a 
layman,  to  retire,  for  example,  into  our  convent  at 
Madrid ;  to  make  yourself  a  benefactor  to  it,  by  a 
donation  of  all  your  fortune,  and  die  there  under 
the  habit  of  St  Dominique.  A  great  many  people 
expiate  a  worldly  life  by  such  an  end.** 

1  was  then  in  such  a  disposition  of  mind,  that  I 
began  to  relish  the  advice,  and  told  his  reverence 
that  I  would  consider  of  it  But  having  consulted 
Scipio,  whom  I  saw  immediately  after  the  monk, 
be  inveighed  against  that  sentiment,  which  seemed 
to  him  the  whim  of  a  sick  person.  "  Fie !  Signior 
de  Santillane,  (said  he ;)  can  you  be  pleased  with 
such  a  retreat  f  will  not  your  house  at  Larias  afibrd 
one  much  more  agreeable  f  If  you  was  delighted 
with  it  heretofore,  you  will  have  a  much  better 
relish  for  the  sweets  of  it  now,  that  you  are  of  aa 
age  much  more  proper  for  tasting  the  beauties  of 
nature." 

The  son  of  Coscolina  had  no  great  difficnlty  in 
making  me  change  my  opinion.  "  Friend,  (said  I,) 
thou  hast  prevailed  over  the  Dominican.  I  see  it 
wiU  be  better  for  me  to  return  to  my  casde,  and 
fix  my  resotutioA  accordingly :  we  will  repair  to 
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I^riaSy  «i  noon  at  I  shall  be  ia  «  ccMiditiaB  to 
mrd :"  and  this  happened  very  aoon ;  ficHr  the  fever 
baviDg  left  loe  io  a  Iktle  limei  I  found  asyself 
strong  enough  to  put  my  design  in  execution. 
Scipio  and  I  wsent  first  to  Ma£rid,  the  s^t  of 
which  city  no  longer  gave  me  thai  pleasure  wUdi 
I  had  formerly  felt  *  as  I  koeur  that  almost  all  its 
idhabitants  abhorred  the  meiDory  o(  a  minislnri  of 
urhon  I  preserved  the  ssost  tendei;  remeBibrance,  1 
«oald.  not  behold  k  with  a  favourable  eye:  snd 
therefore  staid  in  it  only  five  or  six  days,  which 
^ipio  employed  in  making  preparadons  lor  oar 
departure  for  Lirias.  While  he  was  busy  about 
'•ur  equipage,  I  went  to  Capons,  who  gave  me  my 
•iagacy  in  doubloons.  I  likewise  visited  the  re- 
iceivem  of  the  commandeiies  oe  whom  I  had  peor 
tfioos,  took  meuitties  with  tbem  tar  the  paynmttt; 
mpdf  in  a  word,  put  all  my  afiairs  in  ordor. 
,  On  the  eueniug  before  our  dcpartnre,  I  asked 
•idle  son  of  Coacriina  if  he  had  taken  his  leave  of 
Don  Henry«  "  Tes  (answered  he,)  we  this  momi^g 
parted  good  frieods :  he  assured  me  that  be  was 
policy  for  my  leaving  him;  but  if  be  was  satisfied 
with  me,  I  was  not  so  widi  lum :  it  is  not  eaou(^ 
ithut  the  valet  pleases  the  master,  the  master  oug^ 
SI  .the  same  lime,  to  please  the  valet ;  otherwise 
Ih^  ace  very  ill  met  Besides  (added  he)  Deu 
Heorv  makes  4mt  a  pitiful  figure  at  court,  when  he 
SB.  sank  into  the  lowest  oootempc  fie  \%  even 
pointed  at  in  the  streets,  and  every  body  caUs  him 
the  aoo  of  the  Genoese.  So  you  may  guess  whether 
^not  it  is  agreeable  to  a  lad  of  honour  to  serve  u 
isaftin  such  disgrace." 

At  length,  we  set  out  from  Madrid  eaily  oae 
morning,  and  took  the  road  to  Cuenca,  in  the  fol* 
fewiug  order  and  equipiige :  my  confidant  and  I 
mounted  in  a  chaise  s^  pair,  conducted  by  a 
postilion:  three  mules,  loaded  with  ofstr  baggage 
and  money,  and  led  by  two  grooms,  followed  close 
ifter ;  and  two  lusty  lacquies,  chosen  by  Scipic^ 
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iMmited  on  nmleB,  and  armed  to  the  teeth,  brooghi 
up  the  rear:  the  grooms  wore  sabres,  and  the 
postRion  had  two  good  pistols  at  his  saddle-bow. 
As  we  were  in  all  seven  men,  six  of  whoA  were 
very  resolute,  I  travelled  merrily,  without  any 
apprehension  of  losing  my  legacy.  Our  moles 
roadly  soanding  their  bells  in  all  the  villages 
through  which  we  passed,  the  peasants  ran  to  tbair 
doors  to  see  Ae  march  of  our  equipage,  which  they 
imagined  belonged  to  some  grandee  going  to  take 
possession  of  a  vioeroyalty. 
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I  SYBVT  fifteen  days*  on  the  road  to  Ltrias, 
beinkfl  under  no  necessity  of  travelling  fast :  all  that 
I  desired  was  to  arrive  at  it  safely ;  and  my  wish 
was  accompHsfaed,  The  sight  of  my  casde  at  first 
inspired  tne  with  some  melaneholy  thoughts,  in 
recallSng  the  memory  of  Antonia;  but  I  soon  ba- 
nished them,  by  entertaining  my  fancy  with  more 
pleasant  ideas :  and  this  I  could  more  easily  do 
as  twenty  years,  which  were  elapsed  since  her 
death,  had  a  good  deal  weakened  the  force  of  my 
sorrow. 

As  soon  as  I  eolered  the  casde,  Beatrice  and  her 
^ugbter  came  with  great  eagerness  to  salute  mt 
then  the  father,  mother,  and  child  hugged  one 
another  with  transports  of  joy,  which  charmed  vae. 

After  their  mutual  embraces  I  looked  at  my 
god«daughter  attentively,  sasring :  *^  Can  this  be 
that  Seraplnna  whom  I  left  in  the  cradle,  when  I 
depaited  trom  Lirias !  I  am  overjoyed  to  see  her 
again,  so  tall  and  so  handsome :  we  must  havrtmr 
«sttled  for  Ii&."— <<How!  my  dnT,,^^^Mu», 
(cried  she,  reddening  at  my  1^  words,)  .yoii  bay^,^'  '\\ 
Na     .  Vol  ip.     '  JO     ' 
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ne  but  for  a  moment,  and  yon  already  talk 
of  getting  rid  of  me !"  *'  Ne,  my  child  (answered 
I,)  we  don't  intend  to  lose  yon  by  marriage :  we 
mntt  have  a  husband  that  will  enjoy  yon,  witbont 
robbing  yoor  parents  of  yoor  company,  and  in  a 
manner  live  with  us  altogether." 

*'  Such  an  one  ofiers  at  present  (said  Beatrice :) 
«  gentleman  of  this  country,  having  seen  Sen^ina 
one  day  at  mass,  in  the  vilfaige^:hapel,  fell  in  love 
with  her.    He  has  been  to  visit  me,  declared  Us 

E'on,  and  asked  my  consent  '  If  you  bad  it 
I  to  him,)  you  would  be  never  the  nearer ; 
phina  depends  upon  her  father  and  god-father, 
who  alone  can  dispose  of  her.  All  that  I  can  do 
for  you,  Js  to  inform  them  by  a  letter  of  yoor  de- 
mand, which  I  own  does  honour  to  my  daoghter.' 
Really,  gentlemen  (added  she,)  I  was  going  to  write 
about  it  immediately :  but  now  that  you  are  re- 
turned, yon  shall  do  in  it  what  yon  think  proper." 
^  But,  (said  Scipio,)  what  character  has  tUs  hi- 
dalgo?* Is  be  like  most  of  your  small  gentry,  proud 
of  his  nobility,  and  insolent  to  plebeians  f "  "  Not 
at  all  (replied  Beatrice  ^)  he  »  a  sweet-tempered 
young  man,  extremely  polite,  has  a  good  mien,  and 
is  not  yet  full  thirty."  **  Too  draw  an  agreeable 
pictBre  of  that  cavalier  (said  I  to  Beatrice  i\  pray, 
what  is  bis  name  f "  *^  Don  Juan  de  Jutella  (an- 
swered Scipio's  wife :)  he  has  but  lately  sacceeded 
to  his  father,  and  lives  in  a  castle  aboxiX  a  league 
from  hence,  with  a  younger  sister,  who  is  under 
his  care."  **  I  have  formerly  (said  I)  beard  of  this 
gentleman's  family,  which  is  one  of  the  most  noble 
in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia."  ^'  I  esteem  his  nobi- 
lity (cried  Scipio)  less  than  the  qualities  of  bis  neart 
and  understanding;  and  this  Don  Juan  will  suit  ns 
very  well,  provided  he  be  a  man  of  honour."  "  He 
has  the  repntalion  of  one  (said  Seraphina,  jouning 

^^^i^^i      I  II       I  m  !■  .  .  »i      I  11  I  I      I  ^^— ^  I    I  ■ 

^  *  Hidalgo,  Kterally  the  son  of  somebody,  is  an  appdia  • 
tion  given  to  a  eoonUy  gentlemfn  io  Spain. 
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m  the  coDversatioii :)  the  inhabitants  of  Lirias,  who 
know  him,  give  him  the  best  of  characters."  At 
these  words  of  my  god«daughter,  I  smiled  to  her 
father ;  who,  having  likewise  observed  them,  con- 
claded  that  bis  daughter  was  not  displeased  at  her 
g[allant 

This  cavalier  soon  got  notice  of  our  arrival  at 
Lirias ;  and  two  days  after  appeared  at  our  castle^ 
He  saluted  us' gracefully :  and,  far  from  contradict 
ing  by  his  presence  what  Beatrice  had  said  to  his 
advantage,  his  behaviour  made  us  conceive  a  high 
opinion  of  his  merit  He  told  us,  that  as  our 
neighbour,  he  had  come  to  congratulate  us  upon 
our  happy  retam;  and  we  received  him  with  all 
the  courtesy  in  6ur  power :  but  this  visit,  which 
was  made  out  of  pure  civility,  passed  in  mutual 
eompUments ;  and  Don  Juan,  without  having  meoL* 
tioned  a  syllable  of  his  passion  for  Seraphina,  ce* 
lirec^  only  desiring  our  permission  to  profit  by  a 
neignbourhood,  which  he  foresaw  would  be  very 
agreeable  to  him.  When  he  was  gcme,  Beatrice 
asking  our  opinions  of  the  gentleman,  we  answered, 
that  he  had  prqiossessed  us  in  his  favour ;  and  that, 
in  all  appearance,  fortune  could  not  offer  a  better 
match  for  Seraphiaa. 

The  very  next  day  I  went  out  after  dinner,  with 
Coscolina's  son,  to  return  the  visit  which  we  owed 
to  Don  Juian.  We  took  the  road  to  his  castle,  con- 
ducted by  a  guide,  who  (when  we  had  walked  about, 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,)  said,  "  There  is  the 
casde  of  Don  Juan  de  Jutella."  In  vain  did  we 
cast  our  eyes  all  around  the  <:ountry :  it  was  a  l6ng 
time  before  we  perceived  it ;  nay,  we  did  not  dis- 
cover it  till  we  ancived  at  the  gate ;  for  it  was  situ- 
ated at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  in  the  middle  of  a 
wood,  whose  lofty  trees  conceaded  it  from  the  view* 
The  house  denoted  the  nobility  mgr^  than  the 
opulence  of  its  master :  however,  when  we  entered, 
we  found  the  craiiness  of  the  building  compensated 
by  the  richness  of  the  furniture. 


Ml  Auvjurruus  of  crl  blas. 

Dob  Jaan  receh>€d  at  In  a  very  handbonie  luAy 
where  be  introdtced  «f  to  a  kdy  wfaon  be  called 
bit  tbter  Dorothea,  and  who  seemed  to  be  aboot  the 
age  of  nineteen  or  twenty.  She  was  fall  dresMd, 
became,  haviog  expeoted  our  visit,  she  was  desirous 
of  appearing  as  amiable  as  she  could  ;  and  ofering 
herself  to  my  view  in  all  her  diarms,  she  made  the 
same  impression  that  Antonia  had  made  upon  my 
heart ;  tnat  is,  I  was  disconcerted  :  but  concealed 
my  disorder  so  well,  that  Scipio  himsdf  did  not 
obsei^e  it  Our  conversation,  like  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  turned  upon  the  routud  pleasure  we 
should  enjoy,  in  visiting  one  anotfier,  and  Kviag 
together  in  good  neighbourhood.  He  did  not,  as 
yet,  speak  to  us  of  Seraphina,  and  we  gave  ban  no 
encouragement  to  declare  his  passion,  resolving 
that  it  should  first  come  from  himself.  •Daring  4ia 
conversation,  I  frequendy  eyed  Dorothea,  thwifh 
I  atfected  to  look  at  her  as  Kttle  as  possible :  and 
everjr  time  oar  eyes  met,  she  darted  fresh  arroirs 
into  mv  soul.  I  must  say,  however,  for  the  sake 
of  truth,  that  this  beloved  object  was  not  a  perfect 
beauty :  for,  though  her  skin  was  of  a  daidsBig 
whiteness,  and  her  lips  of  the  complexion  of  the 
rose,  her  nose  was  somewhat  too  long,  and  her  eyes 
too  little.  Nevertheless,  the  whole  together  quite 
enchanted  me. 

In  short,  I  dM  not  leave  the  castle  of  Jatdbt,  at 
I  had  entered  it;  and  on  my  rttum  to  lArias,  my 
mind  was  so  wholly  possessed  by  Dorothea,  that! 
saw  nothing  but  her,  and  she  was  the  sole  subject 
of  mv  conversation.  ^  Hew,  master!  (said  Scipio^ 
looking  at  me  with  astonishment)  you  are  veiy  fall 
of  Don  Juan's  sister.  Hath  she  made  a  conquest 
of  your  heart  .^"  '^Tes,  friend,  (answered  I,)  and  I 
blush  at  my  own .  weakness.  U  beavens!  must  I, 
who,  smce  Anionia's  death,  have  beheld  a  thousand 
beauties  with  indtfference,  meet  with  one,  at  my 
age,  who,  m  sbite  of  al  my  endeavours,  inlaaies 
me  widi  love !"    <«  WeU,  Sb,  (leplied  Coscolna'k 
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aoD|)  you  ought  to  rejoice,  instead  of  compbin, 
at  diia  adventure :  tl^re  is  nochtog  ridiculous  in  a 
OMui  of  your  age  bebg  in  lore ;  and  time  hath  not 
as  yet  so  furrowed  your  brow,  as  to  deprive  you  of 
the  hope  of  pleasing.  Take  my  advice,  and  when 
next  you  see  Don  Joan,  boldly  demand  his  sister 
in  marriage ;  he  cannot  refuse  her  to  such  a  person 
as  you :  and  besides,  if  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  Dorothea's  husband  should  be  a  gentleman,- 
are  not  you  one  i  Toa  have  letters  of  nobility, 
and  that  is  enough  for  your  posterity,  when  tint 
shall  have  shrowded  these  letters  with  that  diick 
veil  which  covers  the  origin  of  all  great  fiuniUest 
after  four  or  five  geaera^ons,  dK  race  of  Santillaoie 
will  be  most  illnstrioas." 


CHAPTER  THE  LAST. 

SoiPio,  by  this  discourse,  encouraged  '  me  to 
declare  myself  the  lover  of  Dorothea,  without  con- 
iMering  that  he  exposed  ne  to  the  risk  of  a  refusal  i 
I  ccnld  not,  however,  deterauae  upon  it  withoai 
tremUiag;  for,  although  I  looked  yoaoger  than  1 
was,  and  coald  have  sunk  ten  good  years  at  least 
of  my  age,  I  could  not  help  thinking  I  bad  good 
reason  to  doubt  of  my  pleasing  a  young  beauty.  I 
resolved,  nevertheless,  to  risk  the  demand,  as  sooi^ 
as  I  should  see  her  brother,  who,  for  his  part,  being 
oncertain  of  obtaining  my  godndaughter,  was  not 
without  abundance  of  anxiety. 

He  retomed  to  my  house  next  morning,  just  as 
I  had  done  dressing ;  and  said,  *'  Signior  de  8att» 
tillane,  I  am  come  to-day,  to  talk  with  you  about  a 
serious  affair.*'  I  carried  him  into  mv  closet,  where^ 
coming  lo  the  point  at  once,  "  I  believe  (contiaiied 
be)  that  you  are  not  ignorant  of  my  errand. '  I  kyve 
Smphina ;  and  as  vou  can  sway  imr  father  to  uuf 
thing,  pray  render  him  favourable  to  me ;  procnie 
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for  ve  ife  object  of  n^  pitfBio%  and  let  me  owe 
thekappinett  of  mx  life  to  j%uJ*  **  Signior  Don 
Joaoi  (answered  I,)  •ioce  yoi  come  to  die  bonnes^ 
at  cMicei  give  me  leave  to  follow  your  example; 
and*  after  having  promised  jou  ray  good  omce* 
apth  the  fiuber  of  my  god^Jaaghter,  to  demand 
your  interest  with  yoor  sister^  in  my  behalf." 

At  these  last  words,  Don  Joan  expressed  an 
agaaeable  snrprise,  from  which  I  drew  a  ftvourable 
osaen*  ^  Is  it  possible  (cried  he,)  that  Dorothea 
asade  a  conquest  of  your  heart  yesterday  ?"  **  1 
am  quite  charmed  with  her !  (said  I)  and  will  think 
myself  the  happiest  of  mankind,  ii  my  demand  is 
Sfjreeahle  to  you  both."  <'  Of  that  you  may  be  as- 
sured, (he  replied :)  noble  as  we  are,  we  will  not 
disdain  your  alliance."  *'  I  am  very  gkd  (answered 
I,)  that  you  make  no  difficulty  In  receiving  a  ple- 
beian for  ycKtr  brother-in-law :  I  esteem  you  the 
more  on  that  account;  and  in  so  doing,  you  shew 
your  good  understanding :  but  were  you  even  so 
vain  as  to  refuse  your  sister's  hand  to  any  body 
but  a  gentleman,  know,  that  I  could  satisfy  yoor 
pride  ;  I  have  laboured  twenty  years  under  the 
minister ;  and  the  King,  to  recompence  the  services 
which  I  have  done4he  state,  has  gratified  me  with 
letters  of  utility,  which  you  shdl  see."  So  say- 
ing, I  -^Qok  my  patent  out  of  the  drawer  where  it 
lay  concealed,  and  presented  it  to  the  gentfeman^ 
.who  read  it  attentively,  "from  beginning  i»  end,  with 
vast  satisfaction.  ^  This  is  excelleot!  (said  he,  re- 
storing the  papers;)  Dorothea  is  yours."  ^And 
you  (cried  I)  may  depend  upon  Serapbina." 

These  two  marriages  being  thus  resolved  upon, 
aU  that  remained  was  to  know  if  the  brides  would 
consent  with  a  good  grace,  for  Don  Joan  and  I, 
being  equally  delicate,  did  not  intend  to  ibrce  their 
hscUnations.  That  gentleman  returned,  therefore^ 
to  his  castle  of  Jutella,  to  propose  me  to  his  sister  ; 
and  I  assembled  Scipio,  Beatrice,  and  their  daugh- 
ter, to  communicale  the  conversation  i  had  with 
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tfait  cavt)i(Br»  Beatrice  ims,  for  accepting  bun  witti* 
OQt  hesitation ;  and  Sefaphina,  by  her  siiencey  stiew-^ 
ed  that  »iie  was  of  her  mother's  opinion*  As  to  the 
(ather,  he  was  not  indeed  averse  to  the  match,  bnt 
expressed  soaae  uneasiness  abouftfaa  dowry,  which, 
ne  said,  mast  be  giTc;n  to  i\ig  geftleApan,  whos#- 
castle  had  such  pressing  need  df^repsBrsib  I  stopped 
Scipio's  mouth,  telling  him,  that  affiiiiTCfmceroed 
me,  and  that  I  would  make  a  preseni'to  my  god* 
danghter  of  four  thousand,  pistples  flMier  pfktion* 

Don  Juan  returning  that  wy  evening, 
affairs  (said  I  to  him)  succeed^  a  mira^^e 
mine  may  be  in  no  worse  condition."    1^^ 
idso  on  an  eiipeDent  footing  (Wli^plied^ 
odieasion  to  employ  author^ypP  ctf>tain  j 
consent:  your  person  is  toTher  likii^gj' 
pleased  witl^your  behaviour.  ^fTou  fras  a^prehen-^ 
Ave  of  your  being  disagmable  to  her  ^  aud*snp  it' 
more  justly  afraid,  that^ying  nothing  but  hei( 
heart  and  hand  to  offer — " — ^<  What  more  would  I 
have  I  (cried  I,  in  a  trans||{H  of  joy :)  since  the 
charming  Dorothea  has  no  reluctance  to  un|^e  her 
fiite  with  mine,  I  ask  no  more  :  I  am  rich  enouglL 
to  marry  her  without  a  portion,  and  the  possession^' 
of  her  idone  will  crown  my  wishes  !" 

Don  Juan  and  I,  very  well  pleased  with  having 
brought  matters  hap|^y  so  far,  resolved  to  hasten 
•ur  nuptials^  by  suppressing  all  superflujps  cer^^ 
monies.  I  brought  this  gentleman  and  Serapllina's 
parents  together ;  and  a^  they  had  ajmed  upon 
the  cmiditions  of  the  marri|ge,  he  to<Dt  1^  leave, 
promising  to  return  next  ^y  with  Dorothea.  The 
desire  I  had  of  af^earinjoT  agreeable  to  that  lady 
made  me  employ  three  good  hour^^  at  least,  ki  ad* 

t listing  and  adorning  myself;  •  and  yet,  for  aflUls^t, 
could  not  make  myself  pleased  with  my^vn 
person.  It  is  only  a  pleasure  for  a  young  man  fa 
prepare  himself  for  visiting  his  mistress :  but  ta 
one  who  begins  to  grow  old^  it  is  quite  a  fatigue. 
However,  I  was  more  happy  than  I  deserved  to  be. 


%   > 
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When  next  I  H0r  D»n  Jutn's  aklery  sbe  figtihft 
IM  irith  8iM:b  «  favoorabTe  tye,  tbat  I  iKnigiDed 
niy4elf  ttUl  go«d  for  sonietbiiig.  I  had  a  lang  con- 
versadoA  wltk  her,  Wai  charmed  widi  her  <fispo»- 
tion }  and  copcd^,  that,  with  delkaie  bebavioar, 
and  a  great^esof  Apnpliisaiice,  I  shoUd  become 

beloved  j^J^oAb.  pllevaled  with  thk  agreeable 
"'^aldtehi  " 


hope,  I  sf<vo  Valdtehi  tow  tarq  notaries,  who  drear 
up  the  eoanrt  of  marriage ;  iben  we  bad  racoorae 
to  therforatOTf  PatiprBa^  whe  caaoe  to  Liriaay  asid 
mmpfti  Db^  Joan  ud  lar  to' our  mietfetses^ 
__  Thus,  fil(||a  aeo»||pime,  did  I  Hgbt  the  torch  oC 
had  fto  fMBMie  to  repent  my  eomdmtL 
ra  wife,  niade  |^  plearore  of 
.of  my  care  to  anticipaAa 
Itaeoh  attafijled  hendf  to  m^  as  mock 


AS  lU  had  bran  a  W|Ag  man.  On  tb^otbet  band,, 
^oAyan  ahd  my  god-jgnghter  were  uoAsmed  witb 
|numal^rdoor;  and^  7|s^^  ^'7  nngalar,  the  tiw» 
si^rs»in*law  conceived  the  most  passionate  and 
sincere  friendship  for  AAmother.    M  for  my  pott. 


^ 


I  foiiiul  so  many  goo#^}ualities  in  my  brotnep^i*- 
~a^,  that  I  feh  a  real  affection  for  him ;  and  be  did 
ibt  repay  it  with.ingratitude.  In  short,  die  nnioai 
thatF  reigned  an^ong  as  was  snch,  that  in  the  evem- 
mgf  when  we  parted  only  till  next  day,  that  sepm* 
radon  was  not  performed , without  pain;  so  tktfi 
'  ^  ^w  ^^fi^i"Ati«9  we  re^li^  to  make  en^  wAndb 

?  V  .^  ^  sboimi  Im^aometimesat^ilie. castle  of  Lvnas,  and 
&?  *^  •  iometimes,  at  vtba^t  of  Jutella,  which,  for  this  par* 
^*  pose,  n^iild  great  rnaratioas,  by  the  help  of  his 

excellency'spistoles.     ^ 


/ 


excellency's  pistoles. 
I  have  ipr  three  ye 
01U  1^  -with  people  '\ 

cr^lp  ^y  felicitVr bi 

cmlaren,  whom  1  pioasly  believe  to  be  my  own,  and 


I  have  ipr'tfaree  yeainffende  reader,  led  a  deBci- 
v^  1^ -with  people  whoVI 
cr^lp  ^y  felicity,. beaveji  has  blessed  me  widi  two 
more 


01U  1^  -with  people  wholrl  Idvte  so  Hwch  \  and,  to 


whose  education  shall  be  the  amoseaoeat  of  my  eld 

^e. 

.   THE  END. 
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